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A.c. 1014.^ congregation with him, went to the high place that was at 
c 1 Kin. iii.4. ® Gioeon ; for there was the tabernacle of the congregation of 
&^xxi ?^29 God, which Moses the servant of the Lord had made in the 

d Sam. Vi. wilderness. ^ But the ark of God had David brought up from 4 
Kirjath-jearim to the place which David had prepared for it : 

pitched a tent for it at Jerusalem. Moreover ® the 5 
j,’2. ■ brasen altar, that Bezaleel the son of Uri, the son of Hur, had 

for, was made, ^he put before the tabernacle of the Lord: and Solomon 

and the congregation sought unto it. And Solomon went up 6 
thither to the brasen altar before the Lord, which ivas at the 
tabernacle of the congregation, and offered a thousand burnt 
offerings upon it. 

1 KINGS III. VER. 5, TO THE END. 

In Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by 5 
night : and God said, Ask what I shall give thee. And Solo- 6 
mon said. Thou hast shewed unto thy servant David my father 
g Or, bounty. great ^ mercy, according as he walked before thee in truths and 
in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart with thee ; and 
thou hast kept for him this great kindness, that thou hast given 
him a son to sit on his throne, as it is this day. And now, O 7 
Lord my God, thou hast made thy servant king instead of 
David my father : and I am hut a little child ; I know not how 
to go out or come in. And thy servant is in the midst of thy 8 
people which thou hast chosen, a great people, that cannot be 
h 2 chr. i. 10. numbered nor counted for multitude. ^ Give therefore thy 9 
iiuh.hear- Servant an ^understanding heart to judge thy people, that I 
may discern between good and bad : for who is able to j udge 
this thy so great a people ? And the speech pleased the Lord, 10 
that Solomon had asked this thin^. And God said unto him, 1 1 
Because thou hast asked this thing, and hast not asked for 
k Heb. many thyself ^ long life ; neither hast asked riches for thyself, nor 
hast asked the life of thine enemies ; but hast asked lor thyself 
1 Heb. understanding Ho discern judgment; behold, I have done 12 
according to thy words : lo, I have given thee a wise and an 
understanding heart ; so that there was none like thee before 
thee, neither after thee shall any arise like unto thee. And 1 13 
ra Wisd. vii. have also ™ given thee that which thou hast not asked, both 
33'. riches, and honour : so that there ” shall not be any among the 

n^ule^n.^ kings like unto thee all thy days. And if thou wilt walk in 14 
o ch. XV. 5. iwy ways, to keep my statutes and my commandments, ® as thy 

father David did walk, then I will lengthen thy days. And 15 
Solomon awoke ; and, behold, it was a dream. And he came 
to Jerusalem, and stood before the ark of the covenant of the 
Lord, and offered up burnt offerings, and offered peace offer- 
ing, and made a feast to all his servants. 

Then came there two women, that were harlots, unto the 16 
king, and stood before him. And the one woman said, O my 1 7 
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lord, I and this woman dwell in one house; and I was delivered A.c. 1014. 

18 of a child with her in the house. And it came to pass the third ' ^ 

day after that I was delivered, that this woman was delivered 

also : and we were together ; there was no stranger with us in 

19 the house, save we two in the house. And this woman’s child 

20 died in the night ; because she overlaid it. And she arose at 
midnight, and took my son from beside me, while thine hand- 
maid slept, and laid it in her bosom, and laid her dead child in 

21 my bosom. And when I rose in the morning to give my 
child suck, behold, it was dead : but when I had considered it 
in the morning, behold, it was not my son, which I did bear. 

22 And the other woman said. Nay ; but the living one is my son, 
and the dead is thy son. And this said. No ; but the dead is 
thy son, and the living is my son. Thus they spake before the 

23 king. Then said the king, The one saith. This is my son that 
liveth, and thy son is the dead : and the other saith, Nay ; but 

24 thy son is the dead, and my son is the living. And the king 
said, Bring me a sword. And they brought a sword before the 

25 king. And the king said. Divide the living child in two, and 

26 give half to the one, and half to the other. Then spake the 
woman whose the living child was unto the king, for her bowels 

P yearned upon her son, and she said, O my lord, give her the p y®’* 
living child, and in no wise slay it. But the other said, Let it 

27 be neither mine nor thine, hut divide it. Then the king 
answered and said. Give her the living child, and in no wise 

28 slay it : she is the mother thereof. And all Israel heard of the 
judgment which the king had judged; and they feared the 
king : for they saw that the wisdom of God was ^ in him, to do 
j udgment. 


2 CHRONICLES I. VER. 13. 

13 Then Solomon came from his journey to the high place that 
was at Gibeon to Jerusalem, from before the tabernacle of the 
congregation, and reigned over Israel. 

1 KINGS II. VER. 13 — 38. 

13 And Adonijah the son of Hag^ith came to Bath-sheba the 
mother of Solomon. And she said, Comest thou peaceably ? 

14 And he said. Peaceably. He said moreover, I have somewhat 

15 to say unto thee. And she said, Say on. And he said. Thou 
knowest that the kingdom was mine, and that all Israel set 
their faces on me, that I should reign : howbeit the kingdom is 
turned about, and is become my brother’s ; for it was his from 

16 the Lord. And now I ask one petition of thee, ^ deny me 

17 not. And she said unto him, Say on. And he said, Speak, I /Le. 
pray thee, unto Solomon the king, (for he will not say tliee 
nay,) that he give me Abishag the Shunammite to wife. 
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A.c. 1014 And Bath“Sheba said. Well; I will speak for thee unto the is 
king. 

Hath-sheba therefore went unto king Solomon, to speak 19 
unto him for Adonijah. And the king rose up to meet her, 
and bowed himself unto her, and sat down on his throne, and 
caused a seat to be set for the king's mother ; and she sat on 
his right hand. Then she said, I desire one small petition of 20 
thee ; I pray thee^ say me not nay. And the king said unto 
her. Ask on, my mother: for I will not say thee nay. And 21 
she said. Let Aoishag the Shunammite be given to Adonijah 
thy brother to wife. And king Solomon answered and said 22 
unto his mother. And why dost thou ask Abishag the Shunam- 
mite for Adonijah ? ask for him the kingdom also ; for he is 
mine elder brother ; even for him, and for Abiathar the priest, 

^ and for Joab the son of Zeruiah. Then king Solomon sware 23 
by the Lord, saying, God do so to me, and more also, if 
Adonijah have not spoken this word against his own life. Now 24 
therefore, as the Lord liveth, which hath established me, and 
set me on the throne of David my father, and who hath made 
s2SaTn. vii. me an house, as he ® promised, Adonijah shall be put to death 

this day. And king Solomon sent by the hand of Benaiah 25 
the son of Jehoiada; and he fell upon him that he died. • 

And unto Abiathar the priest said the king. Get thee to 26 
tiieh.aman Auathoth, unto thine own fields; for thou art ^worthy of death: 
of death. j death, because thou 

barest the ark of the Lord God before David my father, and 
because thou hast been afflicted in all wherein my father was 
afllicted. So Solomon thrust out Abiathar from being priest 27 
32-35”'* Lord ; that he might fulfil the word of the Lord, 
which he spake concerning the house of Eli in Shiloh. 

Then tidings came to Joab: for Joab had turned after 28 
Adonijah, though he turned not after Absalom. And Joab fled 
to the tabernacle of the Lord, and caught hold on the horns 
of the altar. And it was told king Solomon that Joab was fled 29 
unto the tabernacle of the Lord ; and, behold, he is by the 
altar. Then Solomon sent Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, say- 
ing, Go, fall upon him. And Benaiah came to the tabernacle 30 
of the Lord, and said unto him, Thus saith the king. Come 
forth. And he said, Nay; but I will die here. And Benaiah 
brought the king word again, saying, Thus said Joab, and thus 
he answered me. And the king said unto him. Do as he hath 3 i 
said, and fall upon him, and bury him ; that thou mayest take 
away the innocent blood, which Joab shed, from me, and from 
the house of my father. And the Lord shall return his blood 32 
upon his own head, who fell upon two men more righteous 
and better than he, and slew them with the sword, my father 
x 2Sam.iii. David uot knowing thereof^ to wit^ * Abner the son of Ner, 
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captain of the host of Israel, and ^ Amasa the son of Jether, A.C. 1014. 

33 captain of the host of Judah. Their blood shall therefore ^2 
return upon the head of Joab, and upon the head of his seed 
for ever : but upon David, and upon his seed, and upon his 
house, and upon his throne, shall there be peace for ever from 

34 the Lord. So Benaiah the son of Jehoiada went up, and 
fell upon him, and slew him : and he was buried in his own 
house in the wilderness. 

35 And the king put Benaiah the son of Jehoiada in his room 
over the host : and Zadok the priest did the king put in the 
room of Abiathar. 

36 And the king sent and called for Shimei, and said unto him, 

Build thee an house in Jerusalem, and dwell there, and go not 

37 forth thence any whither. For it shall be, that on the day 
thou goest out, and passest over the brook Kidron, thou 
shalt know for certain that thou shalt surely die : thy blood 

38 shall be upon thine own head. And Shimei said unto the 
king. The saying is good : as my lord the king hath said, 
so will thy servant do. And Shimei dwelt in Jerusalem many 
days. 

1 KiJNGS XI. VER. 21 & 22. 

21 And when Hadad heard in Egypt that David slept with his 
fathers, and that Joab the captain of the host was dead, Hadad 

said to Pharaoh, ^ Let me depart, that I may go to mine own z Heb. send 

22 country. Then Pharaoh said unto him, But what hast thou 
lacked with me, that, behold, thou seekest to go to thine own 
country ? And he answered, * Nothing: howbeit let me go in a Heb. not 
any wise. 

1 KINGS III. VER. 4. 

4 And the king went to Gibeon to sacrifice there ; for that tvas the great high 
place : a thousand burnt offerings did Solomon offer upon that altar. 

2 CHRONICLES I. VER. ^ — 12. 

7 In that night did God appear unto Solomon, and said unto him, Ask what I shall 

8 give thee. And Solomon said unto God, Thou hast shewed great mercy unto David 

9 my father, and hast made me ^ to reign in his stead. Now, O Lord God, let thy ^ i chr. 
promise unto David my father be established ; ^ for thou hast made me king over a xxviii. 5. 

10 people dlike the dust of the earth in multitude. ® Give me now wisdom and know- ® 

ledge, that I may f go out and come in before this people: for who can judge this J’jjgi,. much 

11 thy people, that is so great? And God said to Solomon, Because this was in as the dust of 
thine heart, and thou hast not asked riches, wealth, or honour, nor the life of thine 
enemies, neither yet hast asked long life ; but hast asked wisdom and knowledge 

for thyself, that thou mayest judge my people, over whom I have made thee king: 17 . 

12 Wisdom and knowledge is granted unto thee; and I will give thee riches, and 

wealth, and honour, such as S none of the kings have had that have been before thee, g 1 chr. xxix. 

neither shall there any after thee have the like, 25. ch. ix. 22. 

^ Eccles. ii. 9 . 



8 


PERIOD FIFTH, 


[part I. 


§ 2. PreparatioKis for building the Temple — Death of Shimei — 
Solomon* s Marriage, 

1 KINGS IV. VER. 1 — 25. 


1 Solomon* 8 princes, 7 His twelve officers for provision. 20, 24 The peace and large- 
ness of his kingdom. 22 His daily provision. 

A.C. 1014. So king Solomon was king over all Israel. And these were i, 2 
' ^ ^ the princes which he had; Azariah the son of Zadok the 

aor.iAtfcWtf/apriest, Elioreph and Ahiah, the sons of Shisha, '^scribes; 3 
Jehoshaphat the son of Ahilud, the ® recorder. And Benaiah 4 
the son of Jehoiada was over the host: and Zadok and Abiathar 
were the priests : and Azariah the son of Nathan was over the 5 
officers : and Zabud the son of Nathan was principal officer, 
and the king’s friend. And Ahishar was over the houshold : 6 
and ^ Adoniram the son of Abda was over the ® tribute. 

And Solomon had twelve officers over all Israel, which pro- 7 
vided victuals for the king and his houshold : each man his 
month in a year made provision. And these are their names : 8 
^The son of Hur, in mount Ephraim : ^ the son of Dekar, in 9 
" ’ Makaz, and in Shaalbim, and Beth-shemesh, and Elon-beth- 

hanan : ^the son of Hesed, in Aruboth ; to him pertained \e) 
Sochoh, and all the land of Hepher : ^ the son of Abinadab, in 11 
all the region of Dor; which had Taphath the daughter of 
Solomon to wife : Baana the son of Ahilud: to him pertained 12 
Taanach and Megiddo, and all Beth-shean, which is by Zar- 
tanah beneath Jezreel, from Beth-shean to Abel-meholah, even 
unto the place that is beyond Jokneam : ^ the son of Geber, in 1 3 
Ramoth-gilead : to him pertained the towns of Jair the son of 
Manasseh, which are in Gilead ; to him also pertained the 
region of Argob, which is in Bashan, threescore great cities 
with walls and brasen bars: Ahinadab the son of Iddo had\^ 
^ Mahanaim : Ahimaaz was in Naphtali ; he also took Basmath 15 
the daughter of Solomon to wife : Baanah the son of Hushai 16 
was in Asher and in Aloth: Jehoshaphat the son of Paruah, 17 
in Issachar : Shimei the son of Elah, in Benjamin : Geber is, 19 
the son of Uri was in the country of Gilead, in the country of 
Sihon king of the Amorites, and of Og king of Bashan : and he 
was the only officer which was in the land. 

Judah and Israel were many, as the sand which is by the 20 
sea in multitude, eating and drinking, and making merry. 
And ^ Solomon reigned over all kingdoms from the river unto 21 
the land of the Philistines, and unto the border of Egypt : 
they brought presents, and served Solomon all the days of his 
life. 

And Solomon’s ^ provision for one day was thirty ® measures 22 
of fine flour, and threescore measures of meal, ten fat oxen, 23 
and twenty oxen out of the pastures, and an hundred sheep, 
beside harts, and roebucks, and fallowdeer, and fatted fowl. 


officer. 
b Or, tecre- 
tariee. 

c Or, remem- 
brancer. 


d ch. V. 14. 
e Or, levy. 


dekar. 

h Or, Ben- 
hesed. 
i Or, Ben- 
abinadab. 


k Or, Ben- 
geber. 


1 Or, to Ma 
hanaim. 


m Ecclus. 
xlvii. 13. 


n Heb. bread. 
o Heb. core. 
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24 * For he had dominion over all the region on this side the river, A.C. 1014. 

from Tiphsah even to Azzah, over all the kin^ on this side ^ ^ ' 

25 the river; and he had peace on all sides round ^out him. And 
Judah and Israel dwelt p safely, every man under his vine and pHeb. con- 
under his tree, from Dan even to Beer-sheba, all the days^ 

of Solomon 


2 CHRONICLES II. VER. 1, 2. 

1 And Solomon determined to build an house for the name of 

2 the Lord, and an house for his kingdom. And Solomon told 
out threescore and ten thousand men to bear burdens, and four- 
score thousand to hew in the mountain, and three thousand 
and six hundred to oversee them. 

l KINGS V. VER. 1 12. 

1 And Hiram king of Tyre sent his servants unto Solomon ; 
for he had heard that they had anointed him king in the room 

2 of his father : for Hiram was ever a lover of David. And 

3 ^ Solomon sent to Hiram, saying, Thou knowest how that David q 2 rur.ii. 3 . 
my father could not build an house unto the name of the Lord 

his God for the wars which were about him on every side, imtil the 

4 Lord put them under the soles of his feet. But now the Lord 
my God hath given me rest on every side, so that there is nei- 

5ther adversary nor evil occurrent. And, beliold, I ^purpose to r Heb. tay. 
build an house unto the name of the Lord my God, ®as the s 2 Sam. vii. 
Lord spake unto David my father, saying, Tliy son, whom I 
will set upon thy throne in thy room, he shall build an house 

6 unto my name. Now therefore command thou that they hew 
me cedar trees out of Lebanon ; and my servants shall be with 
tliy servants : and unto thee will I give hire for thy servants 
according to all that thou shalt ‘appoint: for thou knowest that tHeb.wy. 
there is not among us any that can skill to hew timber like 

unto the Sidonians. 

7 And it came to pass, when Hiram heard the words of Solomon, 
that he rejoiced greatly, and said. Blessed be the Lord this 
day, which hath given unto David a wise son over this great 

8 people. And Hiram sent to Solomon, saying, I have ^ con- u Heb. heard, 
sidered the things which thou sentest to me for ; and I will do 


* By this extension of Solomon’s dominions, the covenant made with Abraham (Gen. xv. 18.) was 
fulfilled. — Vide Hales’ Anal. vol. i. p. 413, and the commentators. 

* “ The matter,” says Lightfoot, “of the ivth chap. 1 Kings, is not of fixed and determinate date, 
tied to any one year, but it runneth through the story of many years, for it sheweth the growth and 
continuance of Solomon’s strength, establishment, and prosperity in his kingdom ; and the evidencing 
of his wisdom ; all the time till his declining to idolatry : and therefore as for the method and place 

it, it might be laid any where,” &c. I have accordingly inserted the brief account of his horses, 
&c. in the section in which his greatness is related — of his wisdom, immediately preceding the book 
of Proverbs — and the last verse before the visit of the queen of Sheba. 

There seem to have been two embassies to the king of Tyre : one for cedar and different kinds of 
wood : the other for skilful workmen in brass and gold, &c. 

The Jews suppose that Shimei was put to death prior to Solomon’s marriage. — Lightfoot in loc. 
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all thy desire concerning timber of cedar and concerning timber 
of fir. My servants shall bring them down from Lebanon unto 9 
the sea : and I will convey them by sea in floats unto the place 
X Heb. tend, that thou shalt ^ appoint me, and will cause them to be dis- 
charged there, and thou shalt receive them : and thou shalt 
accomplish my desire, in giving food for my houshold. So 10 
Hiram gave Solomon cedar trees and fir trees according to all 
y Heb. cor#, his desire. And Solomon gave Hiram twenty thousand ymea- 11 
sures of wheat for food to nis houshold, and twenty measures 
of pure oil : tlius gave Solomon to Hiram year by year. And 12 
zch.iii. 12. the Lord gave Solomon wisdom, ^ as he promised him: and 
there was peace between Hiram and Solomon ; and they two 
made a league together. 

2 CHRONICLES II. VER. 3 — 16. 

? And Solomon sent to ® Huram the king of Tyre, saying, As 3 

thou didst deal with- David my father, and didst send him cedars 
to build him an house to dwell therein, even so deal with me. 
Behold, I build an house to tiie name of the Lord my God, to 4 
^e^i^oflpices to and to burn before him ^ sweet incense, and 

for the continual shewbread, and for the burnt offerings morn- 
ing and evening, on the sabbaths, and on the new moons, and 
on the solemn feasts of the Lord our God. This is an ordinance 
for ever to Israel. And the house which I build is great : for 5 
great is our God above all gods. ® But who ^ is able to build him 6 
an house, seeing the heaven and heaven of heavens cannot con- 
tain him ? who am I then, that I should build him an house, save 
only to burn sacrifice before him ? Send me now therefore a 7 
man cunning to work in ^old, and in silver, and in brass, and in 
iron, and in purple, and in crimson, and blue, and that can skill 
® to grave with the cunning men that are with me in Judah and 
in Jerusalem, whom David my father did provide. Send me 8 
also cedar trees, fir trees, and ^algum trees, out of Lebanon: 
for I know that thy servants can skill to cut timber in Leba- 
non ; and, behold, my servants shall he with thy servants, even 9 
to prepare me timber in abundance : for the house which I am 
about to build shall be ^ wonderful great. And, behold, I will 10 
give to thy servants, the hewers that cut timber, twenty thousand 
measures of beaten wheat, and twenty thousand measures of 
barley, and twenty thousand baths of wine, and twenty thou- 
sand baths of oil. 

Then Huram the king of Tyre answered in writing, which 11 
he sent to Solomon, Because the Lord hath loved his people, 
he hath made thee king over them. Huram said moreover, 12 
Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, that made heaven and earth, 
who hath given to David the king a wise son, ^ endued with pru- 
dence and understanding, that might build an house for the 
Lord, and an house for his kingdom. And now I have sent 13 


c 1 Kin. viii. 
27. ch. vi. 18. 
d Heb. hath 
retained, or, 
obtained 
strength. 


e Heb. to 
grave grav- 
ings. 

f Or, altnug- 
gim. 1 Kin. 
X. 11. 


g Heb. great 
and wonder- 
ful. 


h Heb. know^ 
ing prudence 
and under- 
standing. 
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a cunning man, endued with understanding, of Huram my A.c. 1014. 

14 father’s, the son of a woman of the daughters of Dan, and his ^ " 

father was a man of Tyre, skilful to work in gold, and in silver, 

in brass, in iron, in stone, and in timber, in purple, in blue, and 
in fine linen, and in crimson ; also to grave any manner of 
graving, and to find out every device which shall be put to him, 
with thy cunning men, and with the cunning men of my lord 

15 David thy father. Now therefore the wheat, and the barley, 
the oil, and the wine, which my lord hath spoken of, let him 

16 send unto his servants : and we will cut wood out of Lebanon, 

^ as much as thou shalt need : and we will bring it to thee in i Heb. ac‘ 
flotes by sea to ^ Joppa; and thou shalt carry it up to Jeru- 
Salem. kHeb./a/>/< 0 . 


1 KINGS V. 13. TO THE END. 

13 And king Solomon raised a 'levy out of all Israel; and the 

14 levy was thirty thousand men. And he sent them to Lebanon, 
ten thousand a month by courses : a month they were in Leba- 
non, and two months at home : and Adoniram was over the mciuiv. 6. 

15 levy. And Solomon had threescore and ten thousand that 
bare burdens, and fourscore thousand hewers in the mountains ; 

16 beside the chief of Solomon’s officers which were over the work, 
three thousand and three hundred, which ruled over the people 

17 that wrought in the work. And the king commanded, and 
they brought great stones, costly stones, and hewed stones, to 

18 lay the foundation of the house. And Solomon’s builders and 

Hiram’s builders did hew them^ and the " stone-squarers : so ” 
they prepared timber and stones to build the house. xxvir9'. 

2 CHRONICLES II. iTj 18. 

17 ® And Solomon numbered all ^the strangers that were in the ov. 2 . 
land of Israel, after the numbering wherewith David his father 
had numbered them ; and they were found an hundred and 

18 fifty thousand and three thousand and six hundred. And he 

set ^ threescore and ten thousand of them to he bearers of bur- q v. 2 . 
dens, and fourscore thousand to he hewers in the mountain, 
and three thousand and six hundred overseers to set the people 
a work. 


Death of ShimcL 

1 KINGS II. VER. 39j TO THE END. 

39 And it came to pass at the end of three years, that two of lOii. 
the servants of Shimei ran away unto Achish son of Maachah 

king of Gath. And they told Shimei, saying, Behold, thy ser- 

40 vants be in Gath. And Shimei arose, and saddled his ass, and 
went to Gatli to Achish to seek his servants: and Shimei went, 

41 and brought his servants from Gath. And it was told Solomon 
that Shimei had gone from Jerusalem to Gath, and was come 
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A C. 101 h a^n. And the king sent and called for Shimei, and said unto 42 
him, Did I not make thee to swear by the Lord, and protested 
unto thee, saying. Know for a certain, on the day thou goest 
out, and walkest tubroad any whither, that thou shalt surely die ? 
and thou saidst unto me. The word that I have heard is good. 
Why then hast thou not kept the oath of the Lord, and the com- 43 
mandmerit that I have charged tliee with ? The king said more- 44 
over to Shimei, Thou knowest all the wickedness which thine 
heart is privy to, that thou didst to David my father : therefore 
the Lord shall return thy wickedness upon thine own head ; 
and king Solomon shall he blessed, and the throne of Dayid 45 
shall be established before the Lord for ever. So the king 46 
commanded Benaiah the son of Jehoiada ; which went out, and 
r 2 chr. i. 1 . fell upon him, that he died. And the ^ kingdom was established 
in the hand of Solomon. 


SolomorCs Marriage. 

1 KINGS III. VER. 1, 2. 

s ch. vii. 8. And ® Solomon made affinity with Pharaoh king of Egypt, i 
and took Pharaoh’s daughter, and brought her into the city of 
David, until he had made an end of building his own house, 
and the house of the Lord, and the wall of Jerusalem round 
about. Only the people sacrificed in high places, because there 2 
was no house built unto the name of the Lord, until those 
days. 

PART II. 


The Building of the Temple, 

2 CHRONICLES III. VER P. 


Then ^ Solomon began to build the house of the Lord at i 
Jerusalem in mount Moriah, ^ where the Lord appeared unto 
David his father, ® in the place that David had prepared in the 
threshing floor of ^ Oman the Jebusite. 

1 KINGS VI. VER. I. 

And ® it came to pass in the four hundred and eightieth year i 
e 2 c’hr^iii. children of Israel were come out of the land of Egypt, 

L 2. in the fourth year of Solomon’s reign over Israel, in the month 
fHeb. Zif, which is the second month, that ^ he began to build the 
house of the Lord. 


10Utol005 
a 1 Kin. vi. 
l,&c. 

b Or, which 
was seen of 
David his 
father. 
c 1 Chr. xxi. 
18. 

d Or, Arau- 
nah, 2 Sara. 


2 CHRONICLES III. VER. 2 — 9. 

And he began to build in the second dag of the second month, 2 
in the fourth year of his reign. 


* It will be observed that the descriptions of the building of the Temple in Kings and Chronicles 
differ. Circumstances mentioned in one are omitted in the other. I have endeavoured to har* 
monize the two. The same may be observed of the prayer at the dedication of the Temple. 
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3 Now these are the things ^ wherein Solomon was ^ instructed A C. 101 1. 
for the building of the house of God. The length by cubits 

after the first measure was threescore cubits, and the breadth 

4 twenty cubits. And the ^ porch that was in the front of the house^ ed. ^ 
the length of it was according to the breadth of the house, twenty ^ 
cubits, and the height was an hundred and twenty: and he over- 

5 laid it within with pure gold. And the greater house he cieled with 
fir tree, which he overlaid with fine gold, and set thereon palm 

6 trees and chains. And he ^ garnished the house with precious ^^Heb. co- 

7 stones for beauty : and the gold wa^ gold of Parvaim. He ' 
overlaid also the house, the beams, the posts, and the walls 
thereof, and the doors thereof, with gold ; and ^aved cherubims 

8 on the walls. And he made the most holy house, the length 
whereof was according to the breadth of the house, twenty cubits, 
and the breadth thereof twenty cubits : and he overlaid it with 

9 fine gold, amounting to six hundred talents. And the weight 
of the nails was fifty shekels of gold. And he overlaid the upper 
chambers with gold. 

1 KINGS VI. VER. 4 — 8. 

4 And for the house he made ^windows of narrow lights, 

5 And against the wall of the house he built “chambers round 
about, against the walls of the house round about, both of the skewed and 
temple and of the oracle : and he made “chambers round about: mot upon, 

6 the nethermost chamber loas five cubits broad, and the middle 

six cubits broad, and the third was seven cubits broad : for o Heb! ribs. 
without in the wall of the house he made ^ narrowed rests round ^ 

rowings, or, 

about, that the beams should not be fastened in the walls of the rebatemenis. 

7 house. And the house, when it was in building, was built of stone 
made ready before it was brought thither : so that there was 
neither hammer nor ax nor any tool of iron heard in the house, 

8 while it was in building. The door for the middle chamber was 

in the right ^ side of the house : and they went up with winding stairs q Heb. shoui- 
into the middle chamber^ and out of the middle into the third. 

1 KINGS VI. VER. 15 — 28. 

15 And he built the walls of the house within with boards of cedar, 

^ both the floor of the house, and the walls of the ceilir^ : and he 
covered them on the inside with wood, and covered the floor of the house unto the 

16 house with planks of fir. And he built twenty cubits on the sides Tndw fer.ie. 
of the house, both the floor and the walls with boards of cedar : 

he even built them for it within, even for the oracle, even for the 

17 most holy place. And the house, that is^ the temple before it, 

18 was forty cubits long. And the cedar of the house within wa^ 
carved with ® knops and ^open flowers: all was cedar; there « or, 

19 was no stone seen. And the oracle he prepared in the house l^slfjhw- 

20 within, to set there the ark of the covenant of the Lord. And 
the oracle in the forepart was twenty cubits in length, and twenty 
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in breadth, and twenty cubits in the height thereof ; and 
he overlaid it with “ pure gold ; and so coverea the altar which 
u^Heb. s?mt of cedsiV, So Solomon overlaid the house within with pure 21 

gold : and he made a partition by the chains of gold before the 
oracle ; and he overlaid it with gold. And the whole house he 22 
overlaid with gold, until he had finished all the house : also the 
whole altar that was by the oracle he overlaid with gold, 
y Heb'lriet witliin the oraclc he made two cherubims of * ^ olive tree, 23 

of oil/ each ten cubits high. And five cubits was the one wing of 
the cherub, and five cubits the other wing of the cherub : from 24 
the uttermost part of the one wing unto the uttermost part 
of the other were ten cubits. And the other cherub was ten 25 
cubits : both the cherubims were of one measure and one size. 
The height of the one cherub was ten cubits, and so was it of 26 
the other cherub. And he set the cherubims within the inner 27 
house : and *^they stretched forth the wings of the cherubims, 
rubims so that the wing or the one touched the one wall, and the wing 
forth mir of the other cherub touched the other wall; and their wings 
wingi. touched One another in the midst of the house. And he over- 28 
laid the cherubims with gold. 

2 CHRONICLES III. latter part of ver. 13 . & ver. 14. 

And they stood on their feet, and their faces were ^ in- 13 
ward. 

cMatt.xxvii. And he made the vail ® ^ blue, and purple, and crimson, 14 
dHeb.cfltt^cd and fine linen, and ^ wrought cherubims thereon. 

to ascend. 

1 KINGS VT. VER. 29 — 36. 


zEx.xxv.20. 
a Or, the che- 
rubims 
stretched 
forth their 
wings. 


And he carved all the walls of the house round about with 29 
Lfs^ofJ^w- carved figures of cherubims and palm trees and ® open flowers, 

within and without. And the floor of the house he overlaid 30 
with gold, within and without. 

And for the entering of the oracle he made doors of olive 3i 
f Or, five tree: the lintel awd side posts were ^a fifth part 0 /* the wall. 

%'^Xavesofl/\ie s two doors also were of olive tree; and he carved upon 32 
h Heb^^i^n- them carvings of cherul)ims and palm trees and ^ open flowers, 
ingsoffiow- and overlaid them with gold, and spread gold upon the cheru- 
bims, and upon the palm trees. So also made he for the door 33 
{ Or, four- of the temple posts o/* olive tree, ^a fourth part of the wall. 

And the two doors were of fir tree : the two leaves of the one 34 
door were folding, and the two leaves of the other door were 
folding. And he carved thereon cherubims and palm trees 35 
and open flowers : and covered them with gold fitted upon the 
carved work. 

And he built the inner court with three rows of hewed stone, 36 
and a row of cedar beams. 
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l KINGS VII. VER. 13 — 22. 

13 And kfng Solomon sent and fetched Hiram out of Tyre. 

14 He was ^ a widow’s son of the tribe of Naphtali, and his father 
was a man of Tyre, a worker in brass: and he was filled with 
wisdom, and understanding, and cunning to work all works in v^oman. 
brass. And he came to king Solomon, and wrought all his 

15 work. For he ^ cast two piuars of brass, of eighteen <^^bits j. 
high apiece : and a line of twelve cubits did compass either of ' 

16 them about. And he made two chapiters of molten brass, to 
set upon the tops of the pillars : the height of the one chapiter 
was five cubits, and the height of the other chapiter was five 

17 cubits: and nets of checker work, and wreaths of chain work, 
for the chapiters which were upon the top of the pillars : seven 

18 for the one chapiter, and seven for the other chapiter. And he 
made the pillars, and two rows round about upon the one net- 
work, to cover the chapiters that were upon the top, with pome- 

I9granates: and so did he for the other chapiter. And the 
chapiters that were upon the top of the pillars were of lily work 

20 in the porch, four cubits. And the chapiters upon the two 
pillars had pomegranates also above, over against the belly 
which was by the network : and the pomegranates were two 

21 hundred in rows round about upon the other chapiter. And m 2 Chr. iii. 
he set up the pillars in the porch of the temple : and he set up 

the right pillar, and called the name thereof " Jachin ; and 

22 set up the left pillar, and called the name thereof ® Boaz. And Viuif “ 
upon the top of the pillars was lily work : so was the work of the 
pillars finished. 


2 CHRONICLES IV. VER. 1. 

1 Moreover he made an altar of brass, twenty cubits the length 
thereof, and twenty cubits the breadth thereof, and ten cubits 
the height thereof. 

1 KINGS VII. VER. 23 — 50. 

23 And he made a molten sea, ten cubits p from the one brim to 

the other : it was round all about, and his height was five cubits: aw Arlm. 

24 and a line of thirty cubits did compass it round about. And 
under the brim of it round about there were knops compassing 

it, ten in a cubit, ^ compassing the sea round about : the knops q 2 Chr.iv. 3 . 

25 were cast in two rows, when it was cast. It stood upon twelve 
oxen, three looking toward the north, and three looking toward 
the west, and three looking toward the south, and three looking 
toward the east : and the sea was set above upon them, and all 

26 their hinder parts were inward. And it was an handbreadth 
thick, and the brim thereof was wrought like the brim of a cup, 
with flowers of lilies : it contained two thousand baths. 

27 And he made ten bases of brass ; four cubits was the length 
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A.c. 1011* of one base, and four cubits the breadth thereof, and three 

cubits the height of it. And the work of the bases was on this 28 
manner : they had borders, and the borders were between the 
ledges : and on the borders that were between the ledges were 29 
lions, oxen, and cherubims : and upon the ledges there icas a 
base above : and beneath the lions and oxen were certain addi- 
tions made of thin work. And every base had four brasenso 
wheels, and plates of brass : and the four corners thereof had 
undersetters: under the laver undersetters molten, at the 
side of every addition. And the mouth of it within theai 
chapiter and above was a cubit : but the mouth thereof was 
round after the work of the base, a cubit and a half : and also 
upon the mouth of it were gravings with their borders, four- 
square, not round. And under the borders were four wheels ; 32 
r Heb. in the and the axletrees of the wheels were joined to the base : and 
“ the height of a wheel was a cubit and half a cubit. And the 33 

work of the wheels was like the work of a chariot wheel : their 
axletrees, and their naves, and their felloes, and their spokes, 
were all molten. And there were four undersetters to the four 34 
corners of one base : and the undersetters were of the very base 
itself. And in the top of the base was there a round compass of 35 
half a cubit high : and on the top of the base the ledges thereof 
and the borders thereof were of the same. For on the plates of 36 
the ledges thereof, and on the borders thereof, he graved cheru- 
8 Heb. naA«d- bims, lions, and palm trees, according to the ® proportion of 
every one, and additions round about. After this manner he 37 
made the ten bases : all of them had one casting, one measure, 
and one size. 

Then made he ten lavers of brass : one laver contained forty 38 
baths : and every laver was four cubits : and upon every one of 
the ten bases one laver. And he put five bases on the right 39 
yieb. house, and five on the left side of the house: and 
he set the sea on the right side of the house eastward over 
against the south. 

And Hiram made the lavers, and the shovels, and the basons. 40 
So Hiram made an end of doing all the work that he made king 
Solomon for the house of the Lord : the two pillars, and the 41 
two bowls of the chapiters that were on the top of the two pil- 
lars; and the two networks, to cover the two bowls of the 
chapiters which were upon the top of the pillars ; and four 42 
hundred pomegranates for the two net works, even two rows of 
pomegranates for one network, to cover the two bowls of the 
u Heb. upon chapiters that were “ upon the pillars ; and the ten bases, and 43 
ten lavers on the bases; and one sea, and twelve oxen under 44 
X Heb. made the sea; and the pots, and the shovels, and the basons: and all 45 
these vessels, which Hiram made to king Solomon for the house 
of the Lord, were of ^ bright brass. In the plain of Jordan did 46 
the ground, the king cost them, y in the clay ground between Succoth and 
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47 Zarthan. And Solomon left all the vessels unweighed^ zbe-A.C. 1011. 

cause they were exceeding many : neither was the weight of v , 

48 the brass * found out. And Solomon made all the vessels that 
'pertained unto the house of the Lord : the altar of gold, and ninltitude. 

49 the table of gold, whereupon the shewbread was^ and the )^rched. 
candlesticks of pure gold, five on the right side^ and five on 

the left, before the oracle, with the flowers, and the lamps, and 

50 the tongs of gold, and the bowls, and the snuffers, and the 
basons, and the spoons, and the ^ censers of pure gold ; and the 
hinges of gold, both for the doors of the inner house, the most 
holy place^ and for the doors of the house, to wit^ of the 
temple. 


2 CHRONICLES IV. VER. 8, 9, 10. 

8 He made also ten tables, and placed them in the temple, five 

on the right side, and five on the left. And he made an hun- 
dred basons of gold. ^ *®“'^** 

9 Furthermore he made the court of the priests, and the great 
court, and doors for the court, and overlaid the doors of them 

10 with brass. And he set the sea on the right side of the east 
end, over against the south. 

1 KINGS VI. VER. 9 14. 

9 So he built the house, and finished it; and covered the 

10 house with ^ beams and boards of cedar. And then he built laJit-bLms 
chambers against all the house, five cubits high: and they 
rested on the house with timber of cedar. cedar, 

11, 12 And the word of the Lord came to Solomon, saying, Cow- 
ceming this house which thou art in building, if thou wilt walk 
in my statutes, and execute my judgments, and keep all my 
commandments to walk in them ; then will I perform my word 

13 with thee, ® which I spake unto David thy father : and I will e2 sam. vii. 
dwell among the children of Israel, and will not forsake my xxii. 

14 people Israel. So Solomon built the house, and finished it. 

1 KINGS VII. VER, 51. 

51 So was ended all the work that king Solomon made for the 
house of the Lord. And Solomon brought in the ^ things 
^ which David his father had dedicated ; even the silver, and the 
gold, and the vessels, did he put among the treasures of the 
house of the Lord. 

1 KINGS VI. VER. 37, 38. 

37 In the fourth year was the foundation of the house of the wuhaii 

38 Lord laid, in the month Zif: and in the eleventh year, lothedppuru- 
the month Bui, which is the eighth month, was the house of, and wUh 
finished ^throughout all the parts thereof, and according to all nancetYh^l* 
the fashion of it. So was he seven years in building it. 

VOL. II. c 
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A.c. ion. 

to 1005. 


i Or, (as some 
think) of 
moveable 
uork. 


k 1 Kin. vii. 
15—21. Jer. 
lii. 21. 

1 Heb. long. 
m 1 Kin. vii. 
20 . 

n 1 Kin. vii. 

21 . 

o That is, He 
shall esta- 
blish. 

p That is, In 
it is strength. 
q 1 Kin. vii. 

23. 

r Heb. from 
his brim to 
his brim. 
s 1 Kin. vii. 

24, 25, 26. 


t Or, like a 
lily flower. 


u Heb. the 
work of burnt 
offering. 


X Or, bowls. 
y Heb. finish- 
ed to make. 


z Heb. upon 
the face. 
a Or, cal- 
drons. 

b Heb. made 
bright, or, 
scoured, 
c Heb. thick- 
nesses of the 
ground. 


d Heb. perfec- 
tions of gold* 
e Or, bowls. 


1 KINGS VI. VER. 2f 3. 

And the house which king Solomon built for the Lord, the length thereof was 2 
threescore cubits, and the breadth thereof twenty cubits, and the height thereof 
thirty cubits. And the porch before the temple of the house, twenty cubits was 3 
the length thereof, according to the breadth of the house ; and ten cubits was the 
breadth thereof before the house. 

2 CHRONICLES III. VER. 10, 11, 12, PART OF 13, AND 15, 16, 17* 

And in the most holy house he made two cherubims iof image work, and over- 10 
laid them with gold. 

And the wings of the cherubims were twenty cubits long: one wing of the one 11 
cherub was five cubits, reaching to the wall of the house : and the other wing was 
likewise five cubits, reaching to the wing of the other cherub. And one wing of the 12 
other cherub was five cubits, reaching to the wall of the house : and the other wing 
was five cubits also, joining to the wing of the other cherub. The wings of these 13 
cherubims spread themselves forth twenty cubits. Also he made before the house 15 
k two pillars of thirty and five cubits 1 high, and the chapiter that was on the top 
of each of them was five cubits. And he made chains, as in the oracle, and put 16 
them on the heads of the pillars ; and made an hundred pomegranates, and put 
them on the chains. And he reared up the pillars before the temple, one on the 17 
right hand, and the other on the left ; and called the name of that on the right hand 
o Jachin, and the name of that on the left P Boaz. 

2 CHRONICLES IV. VER. 2 — 7* 

<1 Also he made a molten sea of ten cubits ^ from brim to brim, round in compass, 2 
and five cubits the height thereof; and a line of thirty cubits did compass it round 
about. ® And under it was the similitude of oxen, which did compass it round 3 
about : ten in a cubit, compassing the sea round about. Two rows of oxen were 
cast, when it was cast. It stood upon twelve oxen, three looking toward the north, 4 
and three looking toward the west, and three looking toward the south, and three 
looking toward the east : and the sea was set above upon them, and all their hinder 
parts were inward. And the thickness of it was an hand -breadth, and the brim of 5 
it like the work of the brim of a cup, * with flowers of lilies ; and it received and 
held three thousand baths. 

He made also ten lavers, and put five on the right hand, and five on the left, to 6 
wash in them : ^ such things as they offered for the burnt offering they washed in 
them ; but the sea was for the priests to wash in. And he made ten candlesticks 7 
of gold according to their form, and set them in the temple, five on the right hand, 
and five on the left. 

2 CHRONICLES IV. VER. 11 TO THE END. 

And Huram made the pots, and the shovels, and the * basons. And Huram 11 
y finished the work that he was to make for king Solomon for the house of God ; 
to wit, the two pillars, and the pommels, and the chapiters which were on the top of 12 
the two pillars, and the two wreaths to cover the two pommels of the chapiters 
which were on the pillars ; and four hundred pomegranates on the two wreaths ; 13 
two rows of pomegranates on each wreath, to cover the two pommels of the chapi- 
ters which were * upon the pillars. He made also bases, and ® lavers made he upon 14 
the bases ; one sea, and twelve oxen under it. The pots also, and the shovels, 15, 16 
and the flesjihooks, and all their instruments, did Huram his father make to king 
Solomon for the house of the Lord of b bright brass. Tn the plain of Jordan did 17 
the king cast them, in the ^ clay ground between Succoth and Zeredathah. Thus 18 
Solomon made all these vessels in great abundance : for the weight of the brass 
could not be found out. 

And Solomon made all the vessels that were for the house of God, the golden 19 
altar also, and the tables whereon the shewbread was set ; moreover the candlesticks 20 
with their lamps, that they should burn after the manner before the oracle, of pure 
gold ; and the flowers, and the lamps, and the tongs, made he of gold, and that 21 
d perfect gold ; and the snuffers, and the ® basons, and the spoons, and the censers, 22 
of pure gold : and the entry of the house, the inner doors thereof for the most holy 
place, and the doors of the house of the temple, were of gold. 
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PART III. 

The Dedication of the Temple. 

2 CHRONICLES V. 

1 Thus ^all the work that Solomon made for the house of the 
Lord was finished : and Solomon brought in all the things that Kin. vii. 
David his father had dedicated ; and the silver, and the gold, 

and all the instruments, put he among the treasures of the house 
of God. 

2 ^Then Solomon assembled the elders of Israel, and all the 
heads of the tribes, the chief of the fathers of the children of 
Israel, unto Jerusalem, to bring up the ark of the covenant of 

3 the Lord out of the city of David, which is Zion. Where- 
fore all the men of Israel assembled themselves unto the king 

4 in the feast which was in the seventh month. And all the 
elders of Israel came ; and the Levites took up the ark. And 

5 they brought up the ark, and the tabernacle of the congrega- 
tion, and all the holy vessels that were in the tabernacle, these 

G did the priests and the Levites bring up. Also king Solomon, 
and all the congregation of Israel that were assembled unto 
him before the ark, sacrificed sheep and oxen, which could not 

7 be told nor numbered for multitude. And the priests brought 
in the ark of the covenant of the Lord unto his place, to the 
oracle of the house, into the most holy place^ even under the 

8 wings of the cherubims : for the cherubims spread forth their 
wings over the place of the ark, and the cherubims covered 

9 the ark and the staves thereof above. And they drew out the 
staves of the ark^ that the ends of the staves were seen from 
the ark before the oracle ; but they were not seen without. 

10 And ® there it is unto this day. There vms nothing in the ark c or, they are 

save the two tables which Moses ^ put therein at Horeb, ^ when s. 

the Lord a covenant with the children of Israel, when ^ 

they came out of Egypt. 

1 1 And it came to pass, when the priests were come out of the 

holy place: (for all the priests ^present were sane- fReb./oM«rf. 

12 tified, and did not then wait by course ; ^also the Levites lohich g i chr. xxv. 
were the singers, all of them of Asaph, of Heman, of Jeduthun, 

with their sons and their brethren, being arrayed in white linen, 
having cymbals and psalteries and harps, stood at the east end 
of the altar, and with them an hundred and twenty priests 

13 sounding with trumpets:) it came even to pass, as the trum- 
peters and singers were as one, to make one sound to be heard 
in praising and thanking the Lord ; and when they lifted up 
their voice with the trumpets and cymbals and instruments of 
musick, and praised the Lord, saying^ ^ For he is good ; for ^ Ps- exxvi. 
his mercy endnreth for ever : that then the house was filled with 

14 a cloud, even the house of the Lord ; so that the priests could 
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A C. 1004. not stand to minister by reason of the cloud : for the glory of 
' ' ^ the Lord had filled the house of God. 

2 CHRONICLES VII. VER. 4 — 7, 

Then the king and all the people offered sacrifices before 4 
the Lord*. And king Solomon offered a sacrifice of twenty 5 
and two thousand oxen, and an hundred and twenty thousand 
sheep : so the king and all the people dedicated the house of 
iichr.xv.i6. God. ^ And the priests waited on their offices: the Levites 6 
also with instruments of musick of the Lord, which David 
the king had made to praise the Lord, because his mercy 
k Heb. by mdureth for ever, when David praised ^ by their ministry ; 
thetrhand. piiests sounded trumpets before them, and all Israel 

stood. Moreover Solomon hallowed the middle of the court 7 
that uods before the house of the Lord : for there he offered 
burnt offerings, and the fat of the peace offerings, because the 
brasen altar which Solomon had made was not able to receive 
the burnt offerings, and the meat offerings, and the fat. 

2 CHRONICLES VI. VER. 1 — 39. 

1 Solomon^ having blessed the people, hlesseth God, 12 Solomon's prayer in the conse- 
cration of the temple, upon the brasen scaffold. 

Then ^ said Solomon, i 

The Lord hath said that he would dwell in the thick 
darkness. 

But I have built an house of habitation for thee, and a 2 
place for thy dwelling for ever. 

And the king turned his face, and blessed the whole con- 3 
gregation of Israel : and all the congregation of Israel stood. 
And he said, 4 

Blessed he the Lord God of Israel, who hath with his hands 
fulfilled that which he spake with his mouth to my father David, 
saying, 

Since the day that I brought forth my people out of the land 5 
of Egypt I chose no city among all the tribes of Israel to build 
an house in, that my name might be there ; neither chose I any 
man to be a ruler over my people Israel : 

But I have chosen Jerusalem, that my name might be there; 6 
and have chosen David to be over my people Israel. 

Now ^ it was in the heart of David my father to build an 7 
house for the name of the Lord God of Israel. 

But the Lord said to David my father. Forasmuch as it was 8 


I 1 Kin. viH. 
J2, 8ic. 

m Lev. xvi. 2. 


n 2 Sam. vii. 
2. 1 Chr. xvii. 
1. & xxviii.2. 


^ It was the custom both among the Jews^ and, before them, among the patriarchs, to oifer the 
sacrifice, and then to make their prayer. Immediately after Solomon’s prayer, we read that the fire 
descended and consumed the sacrifices; which, in compliance with the usual custom, must have 
been first offered. The events of this third Part, then, would have taken place in the order in 
which they are here arranged ; the ark is removed into the temple — the sacrifices are slain — the 
prayer is made — and the nre descends, to prove that these services were accepted by the God of 
Israel. 
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in thine heart to build an house for my name, thou didst well AX. 1004. 
in that it was in thine heart ; ' 

9 Notwithstanding thou shalt not build the house; but thy 
son which shall come forth out of thy loins, he shall build the 
house for my name. 

10 The Lord therefore hath performed his word that he hath 
spoken : for I am risen up in the room of David my father, 
and am set on the throne of Israel, as the Lord promised, 
and have built the house for the name of the Lord God of 
Israel. 

11 And in it have I put the ark, wherein is the covenant of 
the Lord, that he made with the children of Israel. 

12 And he stood before the altar of the Lord in the pre- 
sence of all the congregation of Israel, and spread forth his 

13 hands : for Solomon had made a brasen scaffold, of five cubits 
® long, and five cubits broad, and three cubits high, and had 
set it in the midst of the court: and upon it he stood, and 
kneeled down upon his knees before all the congregation of 

14 Israel, and spread forth his hands toward heaven, and said, 

O Lord God of Israel, p there is no God like thee in the hea- p ex. xv. h. 
ven, nor in the earth; which keepest covenant, and sliewest mercy 
unto thy servants, that walk before thee with all their hearts : 

15 Thou which hast kept with thy servant David my father 
that which thou hast promised him ; and spakest with thy 
mouth, and hast fulfilled it with thine hand, as it is this day. 

16 Now therefore, O Lord God of Israel, keep with thy ser- 
vant David my father that which thou hast promised him, say- 
ing, ^ ^ There shall not fail thee a man in my sight to sit 

upon the throne of Israel; ® yet so that thy children take man be cut off. 
heed to their way to walk in my law, as thou hast walked ^ 2 ^.iG™’iSn. 
before me. IVst 

17 Now then, O Lord God of Israel, let thy word be verified, 12 . 
which thou hast spoken unto thy servant David. 

18 But will God in very deed dwell with men on the earth ? 

* behold, heaven and the heaven of heavens cannot contain 
thee ; how much less this house which I have built ! vii. 49.' 

19 Have respect therefore to the prayer of thy servant, and 
to his supplication, O Lord my God, to hearken unto the cry 
and the prayer which thy servant prayeth before thee : 

20 That thine eyes may be open upon this house day and night, 
upon the place whereof thou hast said that thou wouldest put 
thy name there ; to hearken unto the prayer which thy servant 
pr^eth toward this place. 

21 Hearken therefore unto the supplications of thy servant, and ^ 

of thy people Israel, which they shall ^ make toward this place : * Heb. pray, 
hear thou from thy dwelling place, even from heaven ; and 
when thou hearest, forgive. 
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A.c. 1004. If a man sin against his neighbour, ^ and an oath be laid 22 
upon him to make him swear, and the oath come before thine 
mtofhim. altar in this house; 

Then hear thou from heaven, and do, and judge thy servants, 23 
by requiting the wicked, by recompensing his way upon his 
own head; and by justifying the righteous, by giving him 
according to his righteousness. 

z Or, he emit- And if thy people Israel ® be put to the worse before the 24 
enemy, because they have sinned against thee ; and shall return 
and confess thy name, and pray and make supplication before 
a Or, toward, thee ®in this house ; 


b 1 Kin. xvii. 
1 . 


Then hear thou from the heavens, and forgive the sin of thy 25 
people Israel, and bring them again unto the land which thou 
gavest to them and to their fathers. 

When the ^ heaven is shut up, and there is no rain, because 26 
they have sinned against thee ; yet if they pray toward this 
place, and confess thy name, and turn from their sin, when 
thou dost afflict them ; 

Then hear thou from heaven, and forgive the sin of thy 27 
servants, and of thy people Israel, when thou hast taught them 
the good way, wherein they should walk ; and send rain upon 
thy land, which thou hast given unto thy people for an inhe- 
ritance. 

If there ® be dearth in the land, if there be pestilence, if 28 
there be blasting, or mildew, locusts, or caterpillers ; if their 
d Heb.^fr. the enemies besiege them ^ in the cities of their land ; whatsoever 
sore or whatsoever sickness there he : 

Then what prayer or what supplication soever shall be made 29 
of any man, or of all thy people Israel, when every one shall 
know his own sore and his own grief, and shall spread forth his 
hands ® in this house : 

Then hear thou from heaven thy dwelling place, and for- 30 
give, and render unto every man according unto all his ways, 
whose heart thou knowest ; (for thou only ^ knowest the hearts 
of the children of men :) 
gHeb. That they may fear thee, to walk in thy ways, ^so long 31 

hTek as they live ^ in the land which thou gavest unto our fathers. 
fand^^^ Moreover concerning the stranger, ^ which is not of thy 32 

Acts vm*‘ 27 ^‘ Israel, but is come from a far country for thy great 

' * name’s sake, and thy mighty hand, and thy stretched out arm; 
if they come and pray in this house ; 

Then hear thou from the heavens, even from thy dwelling 33 
place, and do according to all that the stranger calleth to thee 
for ; that all people of the earth may know thy name, and fear 
k Heb. thy thee, as doth thy people Israel, and may know that ^ this house 
upon this which I have built is called by thy name. 

home. jf people go out to war against their enemies by the 34 


c ch. XX. 9. 


land of their 
gates. 


e Or, toward 
this house. 


f I Chr. 
xxviii. 9. 
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way that thou shalt send them, and they pray unto thee toward A.c. 1004 
this city which thou hast chosen, and the house which I have ^ ^ 

built for thy name ; 

35 Then hear thou from the heavens their prayer and their sup- 
plication, and maintain their ^ cause. \or, right. 

36 If they sin against thee, (for there is *"no man which sinneth mProv.xx.9. 
not,) and thou be angry with them, and deliver them over James iii. 2. 
before their enemies, and “ they carry them away captives unto i S! 

a land far off or near; that take them 

37 Yet i^ they ® bethink themselves in the land whither they them away. 
are carried captive, and turn and pray unto thee in the land of 

their captivity, saying, We have sinned, we have done amiss, 
and have dealt wickedly ; 

38 If they return to thee with all their heart and with all their 
soul in the land of their captivity, whither they have carried 
them captives, and pray toward their land, which thou gavest 
unto their fathers, and toward the city which thou hast chosen, 
and toward the house which I have built for thy name : 

39 Then hear thou from the heavens, even from thy dwelling 
place, their prayer and their supplications, and maintain 

their p cause, and forgive thy people which have sinned against p ot , right. 
thee. 


1 KINGS VIII. PART OF VER, 50 TO VER. 6l. 

50 And give them compassion before them who carried them 
captive, that they may have compassion on them : 

51 For they be thy people, and thine inheritance, which thou 
broughtest forth out of Egypt, from the midst of the furnace of 
iron : 

52 That thine eyes may be open unto the supplication of thy 
servant, and unto the supplication of thy people Israel, to 
hearken unto them in all that they call for unto thee. 

53 For thou didst separate them from among all the people of 

the earth, to be thine inheritance, ‘las thou spakest by the hand qFx. xix. 5. 
of Moses thy servant, when thou broughtest our fathers out of 
^ Eord God. 

54 And it was so, that w^hen Solomon had made an end of pray- 
ing all this prayer and supplication unto the Lord, he arose 
from before the altar of the Lord, from kneeling on his 

55 knees with his hands spread up to heaven. And he stood, 
and blessed all the congregation of Israel with a loud voice, 
saying, 

56 Blessed be the Lord, that hath given rest unto his people 

Israel, according to all that he promised : there hath not failed Hcb. /«//««. 
one word of all his good promise, which he promised by the 
hand of Moses his servant. 

57 The Lord our God be with us, as he was with our fathers: 
let him npt leave us, nor forsake us ; 
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A.C. 1004. That he may incline our hearts unto him, to walk in all his 58 
' " * ways, and to keep his commandments, and his statutes, and his 

judgments, which he commanded our fathers. 

And let these my words, wherewith I have made supplication 69 
before the Lord, be nigh unto the Lord our God day and 
night, tl^at he maintain the cause of his servant, and the 
B Heb. iu cause of his people Israel ® at all times, as the matter shall 

thlnq of a day . * ^ 

inhU day. require : 

That all the people of the earth may know that the Lord is 60 
God, and that there is none else. 

' Let your heart therefore be perfect with the Lord our God, 6i 
to walk in his statutes, and to keep his commandments, as at 
this day. 


2 CHRONICLES VI. VER. 40 TO THE END. 


t Heb. to the 
prayer oj this 
place. 

u Ps.cxxxii. 
8, 9, 10. l(i. 


Now, my God, let, I beseech thee, thine eyes be open, and 40 
let thine ears he attent ^ unto the prayer that is made in this 
place. 

Now ^ therefore arise, O Lord God, into thy resting place, 41 
thou, and the ark of thy strength : let thy priests, O Lord 
God, be clothed with salvation, and let thy saints rejoice in 
goodness. 

O Lord God, turn not away the face of thine anointed : 42 
remember the mercies of David thy servant. 


2 CHRONICLES VII. VER. 1, 2, 3, AND 8, 9, 10. 

1 God having given testimony to Solomon* s prayer by fire from heaven, and glory in the 
temple, the people worship him, 8 Solomon having kept the feast of tabernacles, and 
the feast of the dedication of the altar, dismisseth the people. 

x^i Kin. viii. Now ^ when SolomoD had made an end of praying, the ^ fire i 
y Lev. ix. 24. Came down from heaven, and consumed the burnt offering and 
the sacrifices; and the glory of the Lord filled the house. 
And the priests could not enter into the house of the Lord, 2 
because the glory of the Lord had filled the Lord’s house. 
And when all the children of Israel saw how the fire came 3 
down, and the glory of the Lord upon the house, they bowed 
themselves with their faces to the ground upon the pavement, 
and worshipped, and praised the Lord, saying^ For he is good; 
for his mercy endureth for ever. 

Also at the same time Solomon kept the feast seven days, 8 
and all Israel with him, a very great conOTegation, from the 
z Josh, xiii.3. entering in of Hamath unto ® the river of Egypt. And in the 9 
a Heb. a re- eighth day they made * a solemn assembly : for they kept the 
stratnt. dedication of the altar seven days, and the feast seven days. ' 
And on the three and twentieth day of the seventh month he 10 
sent the people away into their tents, glad and merry in heart 
for the goodness that the Lord had shewed unto David, and 
to Solomon, and to Israel his people. 
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On removing the Ark into the Temple of Solomon ®. 

PSALM XLVII. 

The nations are exhorted cheerfully to entertain the kingdom of Christ, 

To the chief Musician, A Psalm ^ for the sons of Korah. 

1 O clap your hands, all ye people ; shout unto God with the A.c. 1004. 

voice of triumph. ' 

2 For the Lord most high is terrible; he is a great King over 
all the earth. 

3 He shall subdue the people under us, and the nations under 
our feet. 

4 He shall choose our inheritance for us, the excellency of 
Jacob whom he loved. Selah. 

5 God is gone up with a shout, the Lord with the sound of 
a trumpet. 

6 Sing praises to God, sing praises: sing praises unto our 
King, sing praises. 

7 For God is the King of all the earth : sing ye praises with cOr, every 

understanding. understand- 

8 God reigneth over the heathen : God sitteth upon th^ throne 
of his holiness. 

9 ^ The princes of the people are gathered together, even the ^untli^%7he 
people of the God of Abraham: for the shields of the ^^^th 

belong unto God : he is greatly exalted. the people of 


the God of 
A braham. 


PSALM XCVII. 


1 The majesty of God's kingdom. 7 The church rejoiccth at God's judgments upon idol- 
aters. 10 An exhortation to godliness and gladness. 

1 The Lord reigneth; let the earth rejoice; let the ® multi- eUeb. many, 
tude of ^ isles be glad thereof 

2 Clouds and darkness are round about him : ^ righteousness r Ps- ixxxix. 

and judgment are the ^habitation of his throne. h Or, esia- 

3 A fire goeth before him, and burnetii up his enemies round 
about. 

4 His lightnings enlightened the world : the earth saw, and 
trembled. 


® Psalm xlvii. was probably composed and sung on the occasion of bringing the ark, either into 
the tabernacle on Mount Zion by David, or from thence into the temple by Solomon. (Vide Dr. 
Wells in loc.) I have inserted it here on the supposition that ver. 6. appears to allude rather to the 
magnificent description in 2 Chron. v. 13. 

Psalms xcvii., xcviii., xcix., c. It is quite uncertain when these Psalms were composed. They 
are inserted here from the apparent allusions they contain to the cloud which filled the temple ; to 
the fire which consumed the sacrifices ; and to the description in 2 Chron. v. 13. 

Psalms cxxxv., cxxxvi. The first of these Psalms was supposed to have been sung by the Levites 
on opening the gates of the temple. The second was sung on the great festivals ; one half by one 
half of the choir, the other by either the other half, or by the whole chorus uniting in the words, 
“ His mercy endureth for ever.” As these Psalms were used in the temple service, and the precise 
time of their composition is not ascertained, it may be assumed that they were adopted at the begin- 
ning of that service, and were composed about this time. 
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A.C. 1004. 


i Ex.xx. 4. 
Lev. XX vi. 1 
Deut. V. 8. 
k Heb. i. 6. 


1 Ps. xxxiv. 

14. Amos. V. 

15. Horn. xii. 


m Or, to the 
memorial 


The hills melted like wax at the presence of tlie Lord, at 5 
thepresence of the Lord of the whole earth. 

The heavens declare his righteousness, and all the people see 6 
his glory. 

^ Confounded be all they that serve graven images, that 7 
boast themselves of idols : ^ worship him, all ye gods. 

Zion heard, and was glad; and the daughters of Judah 8 
rejoiced because of thy judgments, O Lord. 

For thou. Lord, art high above all the earth: thou art 9 
exalted far above all gods. 

Ye that love the Lord, 'hate evil: he preserveth the souls lo 
of his saints; he delivereth them out of the hand of the 
wicked. 

Light is sown for the righteous, and gladness for the upright 1 1 
in heart. 

Rejoice in the Lord, ye righteous; and give thanks ™ati 2 
the remembrance of his holiness. 


PSALM XCVIII. 

1 The psalmist exhorteth the Jews, 4 the Gentiles^ 7 creatures to praise God. 

A Psalm. 

O sing unto the Lord a new song ; for he hath done mar- i 
vellous things : his right hand, and his holy arm, hath gotten 
him the victory. 

nis.iu.io. "The Lord hath made known his salvation : his righteous- 2 
oOr, revealed, ncss hath he " Openly shewed in the sight of the heathen. 

He hath remembered his mercy and his truth toward the 3 
house of Israel : all the ends of the earth have seen the salva- 
tion of our God. 

Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all the earth: make a 4 
loud noise, and rejoice, and sing praise. 

Sing unto the Lord with the harp ; with the harp, and the 5 
voice of a psalm. 

With trumpets and sound of cornet make a joyful noise 6 
before the Lord, the King. 

Let the sea roar, and the fulness thereof; the world, and they 7 
that dwell therein. 

Let the floods clap their hands: let the hills be joyful to- 8 
gether 

pps.xcvi.io. Before the Lord; Pfor he cometh to judge the earth: 9 
with righteousness shall he judge the world, and the people 
with equity. 


PSALM xcix. 

1 The prophet, setting forth the kingdom of God in Zion, 5 exhorteth all, by the example 
of their forefathers, to worship God at his holy hill. 

The Lord reigneth ; let the people tremble ; he sitteth i 
between the cherubims ; let the earth ^ be moved. 
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2 The Lord is great in Zion ; and he is high above all the A.c. 1004. 

people. ' ' 

3 Let them praise thy great and terrible name ; for it is holy. 

4 The king’s strength also loveth judgment ; thou dost esta- 
blish equity, thou executest judgment and righteousness in 
Jacob. 

5 Exalt ye the Lord our God, and worship at his footstool; 

for ^ he is holy. r or, u is 

6 Moses and Aaron among his priests, and Samuel among 
them that call upon his name ; they called upon the Lord, 
and he answered them. 

7 He spake unto them in the cloudy pillar: they kept his 
testimonies, and the ordinance that he gave them. 

8 Thou answeredst them, O Lord our God: thou wast a God 
that forgavest them, though thou tookest vengeance of their 
inventions. 

9 Exalt the Lord our God, and worship at his holy hill; for 
the Lord our God is holy. 


PSALM c. 

1 An exhortation to praise God cheerfully ^ 3 for his greatness ^ 4 and for his power. 

^ A Psalm of ® praise. 

1 Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, ^all ye lands. 

2 Serve the Lord with gladness : come before his presence 
with singing. 

3 Know ye that the Lord he is God : it is he that hath made 
us, " and not we ourselves ; we are his people, and the sheep of 
his pasture. 

4 Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, and into his courts 
with praise : be thankful unto him, and bless his name. 

5 For the Lord is good ; his mercy is everlasting ; and his 
truth endureth ^ to all generations. 

At the Dedication of Solomon^ s Temple. 


s Or, thanks- 
giving. 
t Heb. all the 
earth. 


u Or, and his 
tee are. 


X Heb. to ge- 
neration and 
generation. 


PSALM CXXXV. 

1 An exhortation to praise God for his mercy, 5 for his power, 8 for his judgments. 

15 The vanity of idols, 19 An exhortation to bless God. 

1 Praise ye the Lord. Praise ye the name of the Lord ; 
praise him, O ye servants of the Lord. 

2 Ye that stand in the house of the Lord, in the courts of 
the house of our God, 

3 Praise the Lord; for the Lord is good : sing praises unto 
his name ; for it is pleasant. 

4 For the Lord hath chosen Jacob unto himself, and Israel 
for his peculiar treasure. 

5 For 1 know that the Lord is great, and that our Lord is 
above all gods. 


12 
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A.C. 1004. 
y Jer. x. 13. 


* Ex. xii. 

29. 

a Heb. from 
man unto 
beast. 


b Num. xxi. 
24,25,26.34, 
35. 

c Josh. xii. 7. 


(1 Heb. to ge- 
neration and 
generation. 


e Ps. cxv. 4, 
6, 6, 7, 8, 9, 
10, II. 


f Ps. cvi. 1. 
&cvU. 1. 

& cxviif. I. 


g Gen. i 1. 


h Gen. i. 9. 
Jer. X. 12. 


PERIOD FIFTH. [paiit hi. 

Whatsoever the Lord pleased, that did he in heaven, and in 6 
earth, in the seas, and all deep places. 

y He cause th the vapours to ascend from the ends of the 7 
earth; he maketh lightnings for the rain; he bringeth the wind 
out of his treasuries. 

* Who smote the firstborn of Egypt, ^ both of man and 8 
beast. 

Who sent tokens and wonders into the midst of thee, O 9 
Egypt, upon Pharaoh, and upon all his servants. 

^ Who smote great nations, and slew mighty kings ; 10 

Sihon king of the Amorites, and Og king of Dashan, and 11 
® all the kingdoms of Canaan : 

And gave their land for an heritage, an heritage unto Israel 1 2 
his people. 

Thy name, O Lord, endureth for ever; and thy memorial, 13 
O Lord, ^ throughout all generations. 

For the Lord will juage his people, and he will repent 14 
himself concerning his servants. 

® The idols of the heathen are silver and gold, the work of 15 
men’s hands. 

They have mouths, but they speak not; eyes have they, 16 
but they see not ; 

They have . ears, but they hear not; neither is there any\7 
breath in their mouths. 

They that make them are like unto them : so is every one 18 
that trusteth in them. 

Bless the Lord, O house of Israel: bless the Lord, O 19 
house of Aaron : 

Bless the Lord, O house of Levi : ye that fear the Lord, 20 
bless the Lord. 

Blessed be the Lord out of Zion, which dwelleth at Jerusa- 21 
lem. Praise ye the Lord. 


PSALM cxxxvi. 

An exhortation to give thanks to God for particular mercies. 

O^give thanks unto the Lord; for he is good: for his 1 
mercy endureth for ever. 

O give thanks unto the God of gods : for his mercy endureth 2 
for ever. 

O give thanks to the Lord of lords : for his mercy endureth 3 
for ever. 

To him who alone doeth great wonders: for his mercy 4 
endureth for ever. 

8 To him that by wisdom made the heavens: for his mercy 5 
endureth for ever. 

^ To him that stretched out the earth above the waters : for 6 
his mercy endureth for ever. 
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7 i To him that made great lights : for his mercy endureth for A.c. 1004. 

ever : ^ i Gen. i. u. 

8 The sun ^ to rule by day : for his mercy endureth for ever : k neh.forthe 

9 The moon and stars to rule by night : lor his mercy endureth 
for ever. 

10 ^ To him that smote Egypt in their firstborn : for his mercy i ex. xii. 29 . 
endureth for ever. 

11 “ And brought out Israel from among them : for his mercy mEx.xiiij?. 
endureth for ever : 

12 With a strong hand, and with a stretched out arm : for liis 
mercy endureth for ever. 

13 ” To him which divided the Red sea into parts: for his j^Ex.xiv. 21 , 
mercy endureth for ever. 

14 And made Israel to pass through the midst of it : for his 
mercy endureth for ever : 

15 ® But P overthrew Pharaoh and his host in the Red sea: for oEx. xiv. 27 , 

his mercy endureth for ever. p^Heb. shaked 

16 ^ To him which led his people through the wilderness : for 22 

his mercy endureth for ever. 

17 ^ To him which smote great kings: for his mercy r Ps. cxxxv. 

forever: 

18 ® And slew famous kings : for his mercy endureth for ever : s Deut.xxix. 

19 ^Sihon king of tlie Amorites: for his mercy endureth for t'Num.xxi. 
ever : 

20 ^AndOg the king of Bashan : for his mercy for 

ever : 

21 ^ And gave their land for an heritage : for his mercy endureth * xn. 
for ever : 

22 Even an heritage unto Israel his servant: for his mercy 
endureth for ever : 

23 Who remembered us in our low estate : for his mercy endureth 
for ever : 

24 And hath redeemed us from our enemies: for his mercy 
endureth for ever. 

25 Who giveth food to all flesh: for his mercy endureth for 
ever. 

26 O give thanks unto the God of heaven: for his mercy 
endureth for ever. 

I KINGS VIII. VER. 1, TO THE MIDDLE OF VER. 50. 

1 The feast of the dedication of the temple » 12 Solomon^ s blessing. 22 Solomoti^s 

prayer. 

1 Then y Solomon assembled the elders of Israel, and all the heads of the tribes, y 2 Chr. v. 2, 
the * chief of the fathers of the children of Israel, unto king Solomon in Jerusalem, &c. 

that they might bring up the ark of the covenant of the Lord out of the city of * 

2 David, which is Zion. And all the men of Israel assembled themselves unto king P”***^®** 

3 Solomon at the feast in the month Ethanim, which is the seventh month. And all 

4 the elders of Israel came, and the priests took up the ark. And they brought up 
the ark of the Lord, and the tabernacle of the congregation, and all the holy ves- 
sels that were in the tabernacle, even those did the priests and the Levites bring 

5 up. And king Solomon, and all the congregation of Israel, that were assembled 
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A.C. 10(M. unto him, v>ere with him before the ark, sacrificing sheep and oxen, that could not 

' * be told nor numbered for multitude. And the priests brought in the ark of the 6 

covenant of the Lord unto his place, into the oracle of the house, to the most holy 
pfoce, coen under the wings of the cherubims. For the cherubims spread forth ihext ^ 
two wings over the place of the ark, and the cherubims covered the ark and the 
a Heb. heads, staves thereof above. And they drew out the staves, that the “ ends of the staves 8 
b Or, ark, as seen out in the h holy place before the oracle, and they were not seen without ; 

2 Chr. V. 9. and there they are unto this day. There was nothing in the ark c save the two 9 

® tables of stone, which Moses put there at Horeb, ^ when the Lord made a covenant . 

d T, where. children of Israel, when they came out of the land of Egypt. And it 10 

came to pass, when the priests were come out of the holy place, that the cloud 
e£x. xl. 34. ©filled the house of the Lord, so that the priests could not stand to minister 11 
because of the cloud : for the glory of the Lord had filled the house of the Lord. 
f2Chr. vi. f Then spake Solomon, The Lord said that he would dwell in the thick 12 
darkness. 

I have surely built thee an house to dwell in, a settled place for thee to abide in 13 
for ever. 

And the king turned his face about, and blessed all the congregation of Israel : 14 
(and all the congregation of Israel stood ;) 

And he said, Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, which spake with his mouth 16 
unto David my father, and hath wdth his hand fulfilled it, saying, 

Since the day that I brought forth my people Israel out of Egypt, I chose no 16 
city out of all the tribes of Israel to build an house, that my name might be therein ; 
g 2 Sam. vii. but 1 chose 8 David to be over my people Israel. 

8. And it was in the heart of David my father to build an house for the name of 17 

the Lord God of Israel. 

And the Lord said unto David my father. Whereas it was in thine heart to build 18 
an house unto my name, thou didst well that it was in thine heart 

Nevertheless thou shalt not build the house; but thy son that shall come forth I.O 
out of thy loins, he shall build the house unto my name. 

And the Lord hath performed his word that he spake, and I am risen up in the 20 
room of David my father, and sit on the throne of Israel, as the Lord promised, 
and have built an house for the name of the Lord God of Israel. 

And I have set there a place for the ark, wherein is the covenant of the 21 
Lord, which he made with our fathers, when he brought them out of the land of 


Egypt. 

h 2 Chr. vi. And Solomon stood before b the altar of the Lord in the presence of all the 22 
12, &c, congregation of Israel, and spread forth his hands toward heaven : and he said, 23 

i 2 Mac. ii. 8. ^ LoRD God of Israel, there is no God like thee, in heaven above, or on earth 

beneath, who keepest covenant and mercy with thy servants that walk before thee 
with all their heart : 


Who hast kept with thy servant David my father that thou promisedst him : 24 
thou spakest also with thy mouth, and hast fulfilled it with thine hand, as it is 
this day. 

Therefore now. Lord God of Israel, keep with thy servant David my father that 25 
k ch ii 4 promisedst him, saying, ^ 1 There shall not fail thee a man in my sight to sit 

2 Sam. vii. 12. on the throne of Israel ; ™ so that thy children take heed to their way, that they 
1 Heb. There walk before me as thou hast walked before me. 

^toTun^ And now, O God of Israel, let thy word, I pray thee, be verified, which thou 26 
Ihee a man spakest unto thy servant David my father. 

from my sight. But will God indeed dwell on the earth ? behold, the heaven and heaven of 27 
m Heb. only heavens cannot contain thee ; how much less this house that I have builded ? 

Yet have thou respect unto the prayer of thy servant, and to his supplication, O 28 
Lord my God, to hearken unto the cry and to the prayer, which thy servant 
prayeth before thee to day : 

That thine eyes may be open toward this house night and day, even toward the 29 
place of which thou hast said. My name shall be there : that thou mayest hearken 
n Or in this '^bto the prayer which thy servant shall make ” toward this place. 
place. And hearken thou to the supplication of thy servant, and of thy people Israel, 30 

when they shall pray toward this place : and hear thou in heaven thy dwelling 
place : and when thou hearest, forgive. 

o Heb. nndhe If i*'*^'* trespass against his neighbour, and an oath be laid upon him to 31 

require an cause him to swear, and the oath come before thine altar in this house : 

oath of him. j,ear jn heaven, and do, and judge thy servants, condemning the 32 
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wicked, to bring his way upon his head ; and justifying the righteous, to give him A.C. 1004 . 
according to his righteousness. 

33 When thy people Israel be smitten down before the enemy, because they have 
sinned against thee, and shall turn again to thee, and confess thy name, and pray, 
and make supplication unto thee P in this house ; 

34 Then hear thou in heaven, and forgive the sin of thy people Israel, and bring 
them again unto the land which thou gavest unto their fathers. 

36 When heaven is shut up, and there is no rain, because they have sinned against 
thee ; if they pray toward this place, and confess thy name, and turn from their 
sin, when thou afflictest them : 

36 Then hear thou in heaven, and forgive the sin of thy servants, and of thy people 
Israel, that thou teach them the good way wherein they should walk, and give 
rain upon thy land, which thou hast given to thy people for an inheritance. 

37 If there be in the land famine, if there be pestilence, blasting, mildew, locust, or 

if there be caterpiller ; if their enemy besiege them in the land of their Q cities; <ipr,juru- 
whatsoever plague, whatsoever sickness there be ; diction. 

38 What prayer and supplication soever be made by any man, or by all thy people 
Israel, which shall know every man the plague of his own heart, and spread forth 
his hands toward this house : 

39 Then hear thou in heaven thy dwelling place, and forgive, and do, and give to 
every man according to his ways, whose heart thou knowest ; (for thou, even thou 
only, knowest the hearts of all the children of men ;) 

40 That they may fear thee all the days that they live in the land which thou gavest 
unto our fathers. 

41 Moreover concerning a stranger, that is not of thy people Israel, but cometh out 
of a far country for ihy name’s sake ; 

42 (For they shall hear of thy great name, and of thy strong hand, and of thy 
stretched out arm ;) when he shall come and pray toward this house ; 

43 Hear thou in heaven thy dwelling place, and do according to all that the stranger 
calleth to thee for : that all people of the earth may know thy name, to fear 

thee, as do thy people Israel; and that they may know r that this house, which I r Heh. ihy 
have builded, is called by thy name. u^’on 

44 If thy people go out to battle against their enemy, whithersoever thou shalt send 

them, and shall pray unto the Lord s toward the city which thou hast chosen, and sHeh.theway 
toward the house that I have built for thy name : of the city. 

45 Then hear thou in heaven their prayer and their supplication, and maintain their 

^ cause. Or, right. 

46 If they sin against thee, (“for there is no man that sinneth not,) and thou be u 2 Chr. vi. 
angry with them, and deliver them to the enemy, so that they carry them away 
captives unto the land of the enemy, far or near ; 

47 Yet if they shall ^ bethink themselves in the land whither they were carried cap- x Heb. bring 
tives, and repent, and make supplication unto thee in the land of them that carried 

them captives, saying, We have sinned, and have done perversely, we have com- 
mitted wickedness ; 

48 And so return unto thee with all their heart, and with all their soul, in the land 
of their enemies, which led them away captive, and pray unto thee toward their 
land, which thou gavest unto their fathers, the city which thou hast chosen, and 
the house which I have built for thy name : 

49 Then hear thou their prayer and their supplication in heaven thy dwelling place, 

and maintain their y cause, y ^*9ht- 

60 And forgive thy people that have sinned against thee, and all their transgressions 
wherein they have transgressed against thee. 

1 KINGS VIII. VER. 62, TO THE END. 

62 And 2 the king, and all Israel with him, offered sacrifice before the Lord, z 2 Chr. vii. 4. 

63 And Solomon offered a sacrifice of peace offerings, which he offered unto the Lord, 
two and twenty thousand oxen, and an hundred and twenty thousand sheep. So 

64 the king and all the children of Israel dedicated the house of the Lord. « The a2Chr. vii. 7. 
same day did the king hallow the middle of the court that was before the house of 

the Lord : for there he offered burnt offerings, and meat offerings, and the fat of 
the peace offerings ; because the brazen altar that was before the Lord was too 
little to receive the burnt offerings, and meat offerings, and the fat of the peace 

66 offerings. And at that time Solomon held a feast, and all Israel with him, a great 
congregation, from the entering in of Hamath unto the river of Egypt, before the 


p Or, toward. 
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a ch. ix. 10. 


A.C. 1004. .Lord our God, seven days and seven days, even fourteen days. On the eighth 66 

' ^ day he sent the people away: and they h blessed the king, and went unto their 

b Or, thanked, joyful and glad of heart for all the goodness that the Lord had done for 
David his servant, and for Israel his people. 

PART IV. 

Other Buildings and Magnificence of Solomon. 

§ 1. Building of the House of Lebanon — God appears to Solomon, 

1 KINGS VII. VER. 1 12. 

But Solomon was building his own house ® thirteen years, i 
and he finished all his house. 

He built also the house of the forest of Lebanon ; the length 2 
thereof was an hundred cubits, and the breadth thereof fifty 
cubits, and the height thereof thirty cubits, upon four rows of 
cedar pillars, with cedar beams upon the pillars. And it was 3 
covered with cedar above upon the ^ beams, that lag on forty five 
pillars, fifteen in a row. And there were windows in three 4 
rows, and ® light was against light in three ranks. And all the 5 
^ doors and posts were square, with the windows : and light was 
against light in three ranks. 

And he made a porch of pillars ; the length thereof was fifty 6 
cubits, and the breadth thereof thirty cubits : and the porch was 
® before them : and the other pillars and the thick beam were 
^ before them. 

Then he made a porch for the throne where he might judge,*^ 7 
even the porch of judgment: and it covered with cedar 
^ from one side of the floor to the other. 

And his house where he dwelt had another court within the 8 

f )orch, which was of the like work. Solomon made also an 
lOuse for Pharoah’s daughter, ^ whom he had taken to wife^ like 
unto this porch. All these were of costly stones, according to 9 
the measures of hewed stones, sawed with saws, within and 
without, even from the foundation unto the coping, and so on 
the outside toward the great court. And the founciation was of\o 
costly stones, even great stones, stones of ten cubits, and stones 
of eight cubits. And above were costly stones, after the mea- il 
sures of hewed stones, and cedars. And the great court round 12 
about was with three rows of hewed stones, and a row of cedar 
beams, both for the inner court of the house of the Lord, and 
for the porch of the house. 


b Heb. ribe. 


c Heb. sight 
agaimt sight. 
d Or. spaces 
and pillars 
were square 
in prospect. 


e Or, accord- 
ing to them. 
f Or, accord ' 
ing to them. 


g Heb. from 
Jioor to floor. 


h ch. iii. 1. 


2 CHRONICLES VII. VER. 11, TO THE END. 

iiKin.ix. 1 , Thus ^ Solomon finished the house of the Lord, and then 
king’s house : and all that came into Solomon’s heart to make 
in the house of the Lord, and in his own house, he prosperously 
effected. 

And the Lord appeared to Solomon by night, and said unto 12 
kDeut.xu,5. him, I ha VC heard thy prayer, ^and have chosen this place to 
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13 myself for an house of sacrifice. If I shut up heaven that there A.C. loot. 

be no rain, or if I command the locusts to devour the land, or if ' ^ * 

14 I send pestilence among my people ; if my people, ^ which are i Heb. upon 
called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and ZaTeucaiied. 
seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways ; then will I hear 

from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land. 

15 Now “mine eyes shall be open, and mine ears attent “ 

16 the prayer that is made in this place. For now have ^ I prayer of this 
chosen and sanctified this house, that my name may be there e. 
for ever : and mine eyes and mine heart shall be there per- 

17 petually. And as for thee, if thou wilt walk before me, as 
David thy father walked, and do according to all that I have 
commanded thee, and shalt observe my statutes and my judg- 

18 ments; then will I stablish the throne of thy kingdom, accord- 
ing as I have covenanted with David thy father, saying, 

19 P There shall not fail thee a man to he ruler in Israel. ' But 

if ye turn away, and forsake my statutes and my command- shall not be 
ments, which I have set before you, and shall go and serve 

20 other gods, and worship them ; then will I pluck them up by 
the roots out of my land which I have given them ; and this 
house, which I have sanctified for my name, will I cast out of 
my sight, and will make it to he a proverb and a byword among 

21 all nations. And this house, which is high, shall be an astonish- 
ment to every one that passeth by it; so that he shall say, 

® Why hath the Lord done thus unto this land, and unto this ^xlf’ 

22 house ? And it shall be answered, Because they forsook the s, 9 ! 

Lord God of their fathers, which brought them forth out of the 
land of Egypt, and laid hold on other gods, and worshipped 
them, and served them : therefore hath he brought all this evil 
upon them. 

1 KINGS IX. VER. 1 — 9. 


1 And came to pass, when Solomon had finished the building of the house of t 2 Chr, vii. 
the Loud, and the king’s house, and all Solomon’s desire which he was pleased to 

2 do, that the Lord appeared to Solomon the second time, ^ as he had appeared ^ 5- 

3 unto him at Gibeon. And the Lord said unto him, J have heard thy prayer and 
thy supplication, that thou hast made before me : I have hallowed this house, 

which thou hast built, ^ to put my name there for ever; and mine eyes and mine ^ ch. viii. 29 . 

4 heart shall be there perpetually. And if thou wilt walk before me, as David thy 
father walked, in integrity of heart, and in uprightness, to do according to all that 

5 I have commanded thee, and wilt keep my statutes and my judgments : then I 

will establish the throne of thy kingdom upon Israel for ever, y as I promised to y 2 Sam, vii. 
David thy father, saying, There shall not fail thee a man upon the throne of Israel. ^2 1 Chr. 

6 But if ye shall at all turn from following me, ye or your children, and will not 
keep my commandments and my statutes which I have set before you, but go and 

7 serve other gods, and worship them ; then will I cut off Israel out of the land 

which I have given them ; and this house, which I have hallowed * for my name, z Jer. vii. 14. 
will 1 cast out of my sight ; and Israel shall be a proverb and a byword among all 

8 people : and at this house, which is high, every one that passeth by it shall be 
astonished, and shall hies; and they shall say, * Why hath the Lord done thus a Deut. xxix. 

9 unto this land, and, to this house? And they shall answer. Because they forsook 24 , 2 .' 5 . 26 . Jer. 
the Lord their God, who brought forth their fathers out of the land of Egypt, and 

have taken hold upon other gods, and have worshipped them, and served them : 
therefore hath the Lord brought upon them all this evil. 

VOL. II. D 
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b Heb. were 
not right in 
his eyes. 

c That is, 
Displeasing, 
or, dirty. 


d 1 Kin. ix. 
10, &c. 


§ 2. Conquests, <SfC. of Solomon. 

1 KINGS IX. VER. 10 14. 

A.c. 1001 . And ® it came to pass at the end of twenty years, when Solo- lO 
^Tchrr!^ *^on had built the two houses, the house of the Lord, and the 

king’s house, ( now Hiram the king of Tyre had furnished Solo- ll 
mon with cedar trees and fir trees, and with gold, according 
to all his desire,) that then king Solomon gave Hiram twenty 
cities in the land of Galilee. And Hiram came out from Tyre 12 
to see the cities which Solomon had given him; and they 
^pleased him not. And he said, What cities are these which 13 
thou hast given me, my brother? And he called them the land 
of ® Cabul unto this day. And Hiram sent to the king sixscore 14 
talents of gold. 

2 CHRONICLES VIII. VER. 1 11. 

And ^ it came to pass at the end of twenty years, wherein i 
Solomon had built the house of the Lord, and his own house, 
that the cities which Huram had restored to Solomon, Solomon 2 
built them, and caused the children of Israel to dwell there. 
And Solomon went to Hamath-zobah, and prevailed against it. 3 
And he built Tadmor in the wilderness, and all the store cities, 4 
which he built in Hamath. Also he built Beth-horon the 5 
upper, and Beth-horon the nether, fenced cities, with walls, 
gates, and bars; and Baalath, and all the store cities that 6 
Solomon had, and all the chariot cities, and the cities of the 
horsemen, and ® all that Solomon desired to build in Jerusa- 
lem, and in Lebanon, and throughout all the land of his 
dominion. 

As for all the people that were left of the Hittites, and the 7 
Amorites, and the Perizzites, and the Hivites, and the Jebusites, 
which were not of Israel, but of their children, who were left 8 
after them in the land, whom the children of Israel consumed 
not, them did Solomon make to pay tribute until this day. 
But of the children of Israel did Solomon make no servants 9 
for his work ; but they loere men of war, and chief of his cap- 
tains, and captains of his chariots and horsemen. And these 10 
were the chief of king Solomon’s officers, even two hundred and 
fifty, that bare rule over the people. 

And Solomon ^brought up the daughter of Pharaoh out of 11 
the city of David unto the house that he had built for her : for 
he said, My wife shall not dwell in the house of David king of 
Israel, because the places are ^ holy, whereunto the ark of the 
Lord hath come. 

1 KINGS IX. VER. 24. 

But ^ Pharaoh’s daughter came up out of the city of David 24 
unto her house which Solomon had built for her : then did he 
build Millo. 


e Heb. all the 
desire of Solo- 
mon which he 
desired to 
build. 


f 1 Kin.iii. 1. 
& vii. 8. & ix. 
24. 


g Heb. holi- 
ness. 


h2 Chr. viii. 
11 . 


9 
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§ 3. SONG OF SOLOMON I ^ 

1 The song of songs, which is Solomon’s. 

2 Let him kiss me with the kisses of his mouth : ^for ^ thy love a.c. looi. 

is better than wine. ^ 

3 Because of the savour of thy good ointments thy name is as 
ointment poured forth, therefore do the virgins love thee. 

4 ® Draw me, we will run after thee : the king hath brought c John vi. 44. 
me into his chambers : we will be glad and rejoice in thee, we 

will remember thy love more than wine: ^the upright love \or, they love 

, i o ff^gg uprightly. 

thee. 

5 I am black, but comely, O ye daughters of Jerusalem, as the 
tents of Kedar, as the curtains of Solomon. 

6 Look not upon me, because I am black, because the sun hath 
looked upon me : my mother’s children were angry with me ; 
they made me keeper of the vineyards ; but mine own vine- 
yard have I not kept. 

7 Tell me, O thou whom my soul loveth, where thou feedest, 
where thou makest thy jlock to rest at noon : for why should 

I be ® as one that turneth aside by the flocks of thy com- e Or, Off one 
panions? thatis vetted. 

8 If thou know not, O thou fairest among women, go thy way 
forth by the footsteps of the flock, and feed thy kids beside the 
shepherds’ tents. 

9 1 have compared thee, O my love, to a company of horses in 
Pharaoh’s chariots. 

10 Thy cheeks are comely with rows of jev^els^ thy neck with 
chains of gold. 

11 We will make thee borders of gold with studs of silver. 

12 While the king sitteth at his table, ray spikenard sendeth 
forth the smell thereof. 

13 A bundle of myrrh is my well beloved unto me; he shall lie 
all night betwixt my breasts. 

14 My beloved is unto me as a cluster of ^camphire in the vine- fOr, cypress. 
yards of En-gedi. 

15 ^Behold, thou art fair, ^ my love; behold, thou art fair ; gch.iv. i. 

tLou Aasf doves’ eyes. _ hOr.'.«Vcom- 

16 Behold, thou art fair, my beloved, yea, pleasant: also ouri'®"*®”* 
bed is green. 

17 The beams of our house are cedar, and our 'rafters of fir. ior, gaiierus. 

^ The Book of Canticles is inserted here on the authority of Lightfoot ; who observes that it must 
have been composed after the building of the summer-house in the forest of Lebanon. He infers 
this from chap. iv. 8. — “ Come with me from Lebanon, my spouse and chap, vii.4. The common 
opinion respecting this much discussed book — that it is a mystical allegory of the union of Christ 
and his Church — is supported by the best and most abundant evidence. No comparison is more 
general, throughout the books of Scripture, than this of marriage, to express the love of God to his 
Church, For a full account of this beautiful dramatic poem, the various opinions which have been 
entertained respecting it, and the division of its contents in the form of scenes, acts, idyls, &c. vide 
Dr Wells in loc. ; Horne’s Crit. Introd. vol. ii. p. 188, &c.; and Dr. Gray. 

D 2 
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SONG OF SOLOMON II. 


k Heb, 1 de- 
lighted and 
eat down, ^c. 

1 Heb. palate. 
m Heb. hotue 
of wine. 

n Heb. straw 
me with ap- 
ples. 

o ch. viii. 3. 


p Heb. I ad- 
jure yon. 
q ch. iii. 5. 

& viii. 4. 


r ver. 17. 


8 Heh. flou- 
rishing. 


t ch. vi. 3. 
& vii. 10. 


I am the rose of Sharon, and the lily of the valleys. i 

As the lily among thorns, so is my love among the daugh- 2 
ters. 

As the apple tree among the trees of the wood, so is my 3 
beloved among the sons. ^ 1 sat down under his shadow with 
great delight, and his fruit was sweet to my ^ taste. 

He brought me to the ^ banqueting house, and his banner 4 
over me was love. 

Stay me with flagons, “ comfort me with apples : for I arn 5 
sick of love. 

® His left hand is under my head, and his right hand doth 6 
embrace me. 

charge you, O ye daughters of Jerusalem, by the roes, 7 
and by the hinds of the field, tnat ye stir not up, nor awake my 
love, till he please. 

The voice of my beloved ! behold, he cometh leaping upon 8 
the mountains, skipping upon the hills. 

^ My beloved is like a roe or a young hart : behold, he 9 
standeth behind our wall, he looketh forth at the windows, 

® shewing himself through the lattice. 

My beloved spake, and said unto me. Rise up, my love, my 10 
fair one, and come away. 

For, lo, the winter is past, the rain is over and gone ; 1 1 

The flowers appear on the earth ; the time of the singing 12 
of birds is come, and the voice of the turtle is heard in our 
land ; 

The fig tree putteth forth her green figs, and the vines with 13 
the tender grape give a good smell. Arise, my love, my fair 
one, and come away. 

O my dove, that art in the clefts of the rock, in the secret 14 
places of the stairs, let me see thy countenance, let me hear 
thy voice ; for sweet is thy voice, and thy countenance is 
comely. 

Take us the foxes, the little foxes that spoil the vines : for 15 
our vines have tender grapes. 

* My beloved is mine, and 1 am his : he feedeth among the 1 6 
lilies. 


ucb. iv.6. ^ Until the day break, and the shadows flee away, turn, my 17 

X ch. viii. 14. beloved, and be thou ^ like a roe or a young hart upon the 

y Or, ofdivi- mountains y of Bether. 
sion. 


SONG OF SOLOMON III. 

By night on my bed I sought him whom my soul loveth : I 1 
sought him, but I found him not. 

1 will rise now, and go about the city in the streets, and in 2 
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the broad ways I will seek him whom my soul loveth : I sought A.C. lOOl . 
him, but I found him not. ' " ' 

3 The watchmen that go about the city found me : to whom I 
saidj Saw ye him whom my soul loveth ? 

4 It was but a little that I passed from them, but I found him 
whom my soul loveth: I held him, and would not let him go, 
until I had brought him into my mother’s house, and into the 
chamber of her that conceived me. 

5 *I charge you, O ye daughters of Jerusalem, by the roes, zph.u.r. & 
and by the hinds of the field, that ye stir not up, nor awake 

love, till he please. 

6 ® Who this that cometh out of the wilderness like pillars ® 
of smoke, perfumed with myrrh and frankincense, with all 
powders of the merchant ? 

7 Behold his bed, which is Solomon’s ; threescore valiant men 
are about it, of the valiant of Israel. 

8 They all hold swords, being expert in war : every man hath 
his sword upon his thigh because of fear in the night. 

9 King Solomon made himself a ^chariot of the wood of ® 
Lebanon. 

10 He made the pillars thereof of silver, the bottom thereof of 
gold, the covering of it of purple, the midst thereof being 
paved with love, for the daughters of Jerusalem. 

11 Go forth, O ye daughters of Zion, and behold king Solo- 
mon with the crown wherewith his mother crowned him in 
the day of his espousals, and in the day of the gladness of 
his heart. 


SONG OF SOLOMON IV. 

1 ® Behold, thou art fair, my love ; behold, thou art fair ; thou ^ ch. i. is. & 

hast doves’ eyes within thy locks : thy hair is as a ^ flock of d ch.Vi. s, 6. 
goats, ® that appear from mount Gilead. e or, that eat 

2 Thy teeth are like a flock of sheep that are even shorn, which 
came up from the washing ; whereof every one bear twins, and 
none is barren among them. 

3 Thy lips are like a thread of scarlet, and thy speech is comely : 
thy temples are like a piece of a pomegranate within thy locks. 

4 Thy neck is like the tower of David builded for an armoury, 
whereon there hang a thousand bucklers, all shields of mighty 
men. 

5 ^ Thy two breasts are like two young roes that are twins, vu. s. 

which feed among the lilies. 

6 s Until the day ^ break, and the shadows flee away, I will 

get me to the mountain of myrrh, and to the hill of frankin- breathe. 
cense. 

7 ^Thou art all fair, my love ; there is no spot in thee. ‘ 

8 Come with me from Lebanon, my spouse, with me from 
Lebanon: look from the top of Amana, from the top of Shenir 
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A.C. 100^ *^ ^ and Hermon, from the lions’ dens, from the mountains of the 
k Deut. iii. 9. leopards. 

1 Or, taken Thou hast ^ lavishcd my heart, my sister, my spouse ; thou 9 
heart. hast pavished my heart with one 01 thine eyes, with one chain 
of thy neck. 

m ch. i. 2 . How fair is thy love, my sister, my spouse ! ^ how much 10 
better is thy love than wine ! and the smell of thine ointments 
than all spices ! 

Thy lips, O my spouse, drop as the honeycomb : honey and 11 
milk are under thy tongue ; and the smell of thy garments is 
like the smell of Lebanon. 

nHeb. tarred. A garden ^ iuclosed is my sister, my spouse ; a spring shut 12 
up, a fountain sealed. 

Thy plants are an orchard of pomegranates, with pleasant 13 
“camphire, with spikenard. 

Spikenard and saifron; calamus and cinnamon, with all trees 14 
of frankincense ; myrrh and aloes, with all the chief spices : 

A fountain of gardens, a well of living waters, and streams 15 
from Lebanon. 

Awake, O north wind; and come, thou south; blow upon 16 
my garden, that the spices thereof may flow out. Let my be- 
loved come into his garden, and eat his pleasant fruits. 

SONG OF SOLOMON V. 

I am come into my garden, my sister, my spouse : I have 1 
gathered my myrrh with my spice ; I have eaten my honey- 
comb with my honey ; I have drunk my wine with my milk : 
SrwnAw wuh ^ friends ; drink, p yea, drink abundantly, O beloved. 

I sleep, but my heart waketh : it is the voice of my beloved 2 
that knocketh, saying^ Open to me, my sister, my love, my 
dove, my undefiled : for my head is filled with dew, and my 
locks with the drops of the night. 

I have put off my coat; how shall I put it on? I have washed 3 
my feet ; how shall I defile them ? 

My beloved put in his hand by the hole of the door^ and my 4 
q Or, (as some bowcls Were movcd ^ for him. 

read) in me. j Open to my beloved ; and my hands dropped 5 

X Heb. pose- mvrrh, and mv finders with ^ sweet smelling myrrh, upon 
ning about, the handles of the lock. 

I opened to my beloved ; but my beloved had withdrawn 6 
himself, and was gone : my soul failed when he spake : I sought 
him, but I could not find him; 1 called him, but he gave me 
no answer. 

The watchmen that went about the city found me, they 7 
smote me, they wounded me ; the keepers of the walls took 
away my veil from me. 

I charge you, O daughters of Jerusalem, if ye find my be- 8 
• Heb.wAo^. loved, ® tW ye tell him that I am sick of love. 
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9 What is thy beloved more than another beloved, O thou A.C. 1001. 
fairest among women ? what is thy beloved more than another 
beloved, that thou dost so charge us ? 

10 My beloved is white and ruddy, 4he chiefest among tent^eb^^a 

thousand. learer. 

11 His head 25 as the most fine gold, his locks are “bushy, and ^or, curled. 
black as a raven. 

12 ^His eyes are as the eyes of doves by the rivers of waters, f 

washed with milk, and ^ fitly set. y neb. ming 

13 His cheeks are as a bed of spices, as ^ sweet flowers: his lilt fitly 

Ups like lilies, dropping sweet smelling myrrh. aiTprecIo^^ 

14 His hands are as ffold rings set with the beryl : his belly is s^neinthe 

, . , . P., O •' •' fotlofartng, 

as bright ivory overlaid with sapphires. z or, tower& 

15 His legs are as pillars of marble, set upon sockets of fine 
gold : his countenance is as Lebanon, excellent as the cedars. 

16 ^ His mouth is most sweet : yea, he is altogether lovely. » Heb. hu 
This 25 my beloved, and this is my friend, O daughters 
Jerusalem. 


SONG OF SOLOMON VJ. 

1 Whither is thy beloved gone, O thou fairest among women ? 
whither is thy beloved turned aside ? that we may seek him 
with thee. 

2 My beloved is gone down into his garden, to the beds of 
spices, to feed in the gardens, and to gather lilies. 

3 am my beloved’s, and my beloved 25 mine : he feedeth bch.ii. i6. 
among the lilies. 

4 Thou art beautiful, O my love, as Tirzah, comely as Jerusa- 
lem, terrible as an army with banners. 

5 Turn away thine eyes from me, for® they have overcome c or, 
me : thy hair is ^ as a flock of goats that appear from Gilead. 

6 Thy teeth are as a flock of sheep which go up from the 
washing, whereof every one beareth twins, and there is not one 
barren among them. 

7 As a piece of a pomegranate are thy temples within thy 
locks. 

8 There are threescore queens, and fourscore concubines, and 
virgins without number. 

9 My dove, my undefiled is hut one ; she is the only one of 
her mother, she 2*5 the choice one of her that bare her. The 
daughters saw her, and blessed her ; yea^ the queens and the 
concubines, and they praised her. 

10 Who 2*5 she that looketh forth as the morning, fair as the 
moon, clear as the sun, and terrible as an army with banners ? 

11 I went down into the garden of nuts to see the fruits of the 
valley, and to see whether tlie vine flourished, and the pome- 
granates budded. 
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[part IV. 


A.C. 1001. 



li Heb. mix- 
ture. 


i ch. iv. 5. 


k Or, crimson. 
I Heb. bound. 


m Heb. 
straightly. 
n Or, of the 
ancient. 

0 ch. ii. 16. 
& Vi. 3. 


p Heb. open. 


q Gen. XXX. 
14. 


r Heb. they 
should not 
despise me. 

s Prov. ix. 2. 


t ch. ii.6. 
u ch. ii. 7. 

& iii. 5. 

X Heb. why 
should ye stir 
up, or, why, 
4-c. 


® Or ever I was aware, my soul ^made me like the chariots 12 
of Amminadib. 

Return, return, O Shulamite ; return, return, that we may 13 
look upon thee. What will ye see in the Shulamite ? As it were 
the company ^ of two armies. 

SONG OF SOLOMON VII. 

How beautiful are thy feet with shoes, O prince’s daughter ! 1 
the joints of thy thighs are like jewels, the work of the hands 
of a cunning workman. 

Thy navel is like a round goblet, which wanteth not ^ liquor : 2 
thy belly is like an heap of wheat set about with lilies. 

* Thy two breasts are like two young roes that are twins. 3 

Thy neck is as a tower of ivory ; thine eyes like the fishpools 4 
in Heshbon, by the gate of Bath-rabbim : thy nose is as the 
tower of Lebanon which looketh toward Damascus. 

Thine head upon thee is like ^ Carmel, and the hair of thine 5 
head like purple ; the king is ^ held in the galleries. 

How fair and how pleasant art thou, O love, for delights ! 6 

This thy stature is like to a palm tree, and thy breasts to 7 
clusters of grapes, 

I said, I will go up to the palm tree, I will take hold of the 8 
boughs thereof : now also thy breasts shall be as clusters of the 
vine, and the smell of thy nose like apples ; 

And the roof of thy mouth like the best wine for my beloved, 9 
that goetli down sweetly, causing the lips ” of those that are 
asleep to speak. 

^lam my beloved’s, and his desire is toward me. 10 

Come, my beloved, let us go forth into the field ; let us lodge 1 1 
in the villages. 

Let us get up early to the vineyards ; let us see if the vine 12 
flourish, whether the tender grape p appear, and the pomegra- 
nates bud forth : there will I give thee my loves. 

The ^mandrakes give a smell, and at our gates are all 13 
manner of pleasant fruits^ new and old, which I have laid up for 
thee, O my beloved. 

SONG OF SOLOMON VIII. 

0 that thou wert as my brother, that sucked the breasts of my 1 
mother ! when I should find thee without, I would kiss thee ; 
yea, I should not be despised. 

1 would lead thee, and bring thee into my mother’s house, who 2 
would instruct me : I would cause thee to drink of ■ spiced wine 
of the juice of my pomegranate. 

^ His left hand should be under my head, and his right hand 3 
should embrace me. 

^ I charge you, O daughters of Jerusalem, * that ye stir not up, 4 
nor awake my love, until he please. 
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5 y Who is this that cometh up from the wilderness, leaning A.c. 1001. 
upon her beloved ? I raised thee up under the apple tree : there y ch. m. e. 
thy mother brought thee forth : there she brought thee forth 

that bare thee. 

6 Set me as a seal upon thine heart, as a seal upon thine arm : 

for love is strong as death ; jealousy is * cruel as the grave : the * ^eb. hard, 
coals thereof are coals of fire, which hath a most vehement flame, 

7 Many waters cannot quench love, neither can the floods drown 
it : if a man would give all the substance of his house for love, 
it would utterly be contemned. 

8 We have a little sister, and she hath no breasts : what shall 
we do for our sister in the day when she shall be spoken for ^ 

9 If she he a w^ail, we will build upon her a palace of silver : 
and if she he a door, we will enclose her with boards of cedar. 

10 I am a wall, and my breasts like towers : then was I in his 

eyes as one that found ® favour. peace. 

1 1 Solomon had a vineyard at Baal-hamon ; he let out the vine- 
yard unto keepers ; every one for the fruit thereof was to bring 
a thousand of silver. 

12 My vineyard, which w mine, w before me : thou, O Solomon, 
must ham a thousand, and those that keep the fruit thereof two 
hundred. 

13 Thou that dwellestin the gardens, the companions hearken to 
thy voice : cause me to hear it. 

14 ^ Make haste, my beloved, and be thou like to a roe or to a Heb. Fiee 
young hart upon the mountains of spices. 

PART V. 

Greatness of Solomon — Visit of the Queen of Sheha. 

1 KINGS IX. VER. 15, 16. 

15 And this is the reason of the levy which king Solomon raised; 992. 
for to build the house of the Lord, and his own house, and 
Millo, and the wall of Jerusalem, and Hazor, and Megiddo, and 

16 Gezer. For Pharaoh king of Egypt had gone up, and taken 
Gezer, and burnt it with fire, and slain the Canaanites that dwelt 
in the city, and given it for a present unto his daughter, Solo- 
mon^s wife. 


2 CHRONICLES VIII. VER. 12 — 16. 

12 Then Solomon ofiTered burnt offerings unto the Lord on the 

13 altar of the Lord, which he had built before the porch, even 

after a certain rate every ^ day, offering according to the com- a ex. xxix. 
mandment of Moses, on the sabbaths, and on the new moons, 
and on the solemn feasts, ^ three times in the year, even in the bEx. xxm. 
feast of unleavened bread, and in the feast of weeks, and in the le’. 
feast of tabernacles. 

14 And he appointed, according to the order of David his father. 
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[part V. 


A.c. 992. the ^ courses of the priests to their service, and the Levites to 
c 1 chr. xxiv. their charges, to praise and minister before the priests, as the 
dichr.ix. duty of everyday required: the ‘^porters also by their courses 
eHeb^w was ®very gate: for ® so had David the man of God commanded. 
the command- And they departed not from the commandment of the king 15 
unto the priests and Levites concerning any matter, or con- 
cerning the treasures. Now all the work of Solomon was pre- 16 
pared unto the day of the foundation of the house of the Lord, 
and until it was finished. So the house of the Lord was per- 
fected. 


1 KINGS IX. VER. 25, TO THE END. 

And three times in a year did Solomon offer burnt offerings 25 
and peace offerings upon the altar which he built unto the 
fUeh.upon Lord, and he burnt incense ^upoii the altar that was before 
the Lord. So he finished the house. 

And king Solomon made a navy of ships in Ezion-geber, 26 
g Heb. lip. which is beside Eloth, on the ^ shore of the Red sea, in the 

land of Edom. And Hiram sent in the navy his servants, 27 
shipmen that had knowledge of the sea, with the servants of 
Solomon. And they came to Ophir, and fetched from thence 28 
gold, four hundred and twenty t^ents, and brought it to king 
Solomon. 

2 CHRONICLES VIII. VER. 17. 

h Or, Eiatk, Then went Solomon to Ezion-geber, and to Eloth, at the 17 
Deut. n. 8. Edom. 

1 KINGS X. VER. 14, TO THE END. 

Now the weight of gold that came to Solomon in one year 14 
was six hundred threescore and six talents of gold, beside 15 
that he had of the merchantmen, and of the traffick of the spice 
iox, capiaitis. merchants, and of all the kings of Arabia, and of the ^governors 
of the country. 

And king Solomon made two hundred targets beaten gold: 16 
six hundred shekels of gold went to one target. And he made 17 
three hundred shields of beaten gold ; three pound of gold went 
k ch. vii. 2. to One shield : and the king put them in the ^ house of the 
forest of Lebanon. 

Moreover the king made a great throne of ivory, and over- is 
laid it with the best gold. The throne had six steps, and the 19 
1 Heb. on the top of the throne vms round ^ behind : and there were ^ stays on 
iherfof.^^^^ either side on the place of the seat, and two lions stood beside 
mHeb. 6anci#. gtays. And twelve lions stood there on the one side and on 20 
n Heb. so. the Other upon the six steps : there was not " the like made in 
any kingdom. 

And all king Solomon's drinking vessels were of gold, and 21 
all the vessels of the house of the forest of Lebanon were of 
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pure gold ; ® none were of silver : it was nothing accounted of A.C. 992 . 

22 in the days of Solomon. For the king had at sea a navy of 
Tharshish with the navy of Hiram : once in three years came in^heiu 
the navy of Tharshish, bringing gold, and silver, p ivory, and p 

23 apes, and peacocks. So king Solomon exceeded all the kings 
of the earth for riches and for wisdom. 

24 And all the earth ^ sought to Solomon, to hear his wisdom, q Heb. sought 

25 which God had put in his heart. And they brought every 
man his present, vessels of silver, and vessels of gold, and gar- 
ments, and armour, and spices, horses, and mules, a rate year 
by year. 

26 ^ And Solomon gathered together chariots and horsemen : ^ 2 chr. i. 14 . 
and he had a thousand and four hundred chariots, and twelve 
thousand horsemen, whom he bestowed in the cities for chariots, 

27 and with the king at Jerusalem. And the king ®made silver s Heb. 
to he ill Jerusalem as stones, and cedars made he to he as the 
sycamore trees that are in the vale, for abundance. 

28 ^ ^ And Solomon had horses brought out of Egypt, and linen 

yarn: the king’s merchants received the linen yarn at a price, mieb. ind 

29 And a chariot came up and went out of Egypt for six hundred 
shekels of silver, and an horse for an hundred and fifty ; and so soiomot?l 
for all the kings of the Hittites, and for the kings of Syria, did 


they bring them out ^ by their means. 


X Heb. by 
their hand. 


1 KINGS IV. VER. 26, 27 ? 28. 

26 And y Solomon had forty thousand stalls of horses for his y 2 chr. ix. 

27 chariots, and twelve thousand horsemen. And those ofiicers 
provided victuals for king Solomon, and for all that came unto 
king Solomon’s table, every man in his month : they lacked 

28 nothing. Barley also and straw for the horses and * dromedaries * or, mules, 
brought they unto the place where the officers were, every man Tecuts:^* 
according to his charge. 


1 KINGS IV. VER. 34. 

34 And there came of all people to hear the wisdom of 
Solomon, from all kings of the earth, which had heard of his 
wisdom. 


1 KINGS X. VER. 1 13. 

1 And when the ^ queen of Sheba heard of the fame of Solomon a 2 chr. ix. 1, 
concerning the name of the Lord, she came ^to prove him with f2!*:^ke’xL“' 

2 hard questions. And she came to Jerusalem with a very great J j g 
train, with camels that bare spices, and very much gold, and 
precious stones: and when she was come to Solomon, she com- 

3 muned with him of all that was in her heart. And Solomon 
told her all her ® questions: there was not any thing hid from ^ Heb. 

4 the king, which he told her not. And when the queen of 
Sheba had seen all Solomon’s wisdom, and the house that he 
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[l»ART V. 


A.C. 992. 

d Heb. stand- 
ing. 

e Or, butlers. 

f Heb. word, 
g Or, sayings. 


h Heb. ihou 
hast added 
wisdom and 
goodness to 
the fame. 


i Or, rails. 
k Heb. a prop. 

12Chi.ix. 10. 


m Heb. ac- 
cording to the 
hand of king 
Solomon. 


had built, and the meat of his table, and the sitting of his ser- 5 
vants, and the ^attendance of his ministers, and their apparel, and 
his ® cupbearers, and his ascent by which he went up unto the 
house of the Lord ; there was no more spirit in her. And she 6 
said to the king, It was a true ^ report that I heard in mine own 
land of thy b acts and of thy wisdom. Howbeit 1 believed not 7 
the words, until I came, and mine eyes had seen it: and, 
behold, the half was not told me : ^ thy wisdom and prosperity . 
exceedeth the fame which I heard. Happy are thy men, happy 8 
are these thy servants, which stand continually before thee, and 
that hear thy wisdom. Blessed be the Lord thy God, which 9 
delighted in thee, to set thee on the throne of Israel : because 
the Lord loved Israel for ever, therefore made he thee king, 
to do judgment and justice. And she gave the king an hun- lO 
dred and twenty talents of gold, and of spices very great store, 
and precious stones: there came no more such abundance of 
spices as tliese which the queen of Sheba gave to king Solomon. 
And the navy also of Hiram, that brought gold from Ophir, ii 
brought in from Ophir great plenty of almug trees, and pre- 
cious stones. And the king made of the almug trees pillars 12 
for the house of the Lord, and for the king’s house, harps 
also and psalteries for singers: there came no such ^ almug trees, 
nor were seen unto this day. And king Solomon gave unto 13 
the queen of Sheba all her desire, whatsoever she asked, 
beside that which Solomon gave her °'of his royal bounty. 

So she turned and went to her own country, she and her 
servants. 


1 KINGS IX. 17 — 23. 

And Solomon built Gezer, and Bethhoron the nether, and Baalath, and Tad- 17,18 
mor in the wilderness, in the land, and all the cities of store that Solomon had, and 19 
n Heb. ihede- cities for his chariots, and cities for his horsemen, and ® that which Solomon desired 
^nwhichhe if* Jerusalem, and in Lebanon, and in all the land of his dominion. And 20 

desired. all the people that were left of the Araorites, Hittites, Perizzites, Hivites, and Jebu- 

sites, which were not of the children of Israel, their children that were left after 21 
them in the land, whom the children of Israel also were not able utterly to 
destroy, upon those did Solomon levy a tribute of bondservice unto this day. But 22 
o Levit. XXV. of the children of Israel did Solomon ® make no bondmen : but they were men of 
war, and his servants, and his princes, and his captains, and rulers of his chariots, 
and his horsemen. These were the chief of the officers that were over Solomon’s 23 
work, five hundred and fifty, which bare rule over the people that wrought in the 
work. 

2 CHRONICLES VIII. VER. 18. 

And Huram sent him by the hands of his servants ships, and servants that had 18 
knowledge of the sea ; and they went with the servants of Solomon to Ophir, and 
took thence four hundred and fifty talents of gold, and brought them to king 
Solomon. 

2 CHRONICLES IX. VER. 13—28. 

Now the weight of gold that came to Solomon in one year was six hundred and 13 
threescore and six talents of gold; beside that which chapmen and merchants 14 
p Or, cap- brought. And all the kings of Arabia and P governors of the country brought gold 
taim. jUijj silver to Solomon. 

And king Solomon made two hundred targets of beaten gold : six hundred 13 
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shekels of beaten gold went to one target. And three hundred shields made he of K,C, 992. 
beaten gold ; three hundred shekels of gold went to one shield. And the king put '' * 

17 them in the house of the forest of Lebanon. Moreover the king made a great 

18 throne of ivory, and overlaid it with pure gold. And Ihere were six steps to the 

throne, with a footstool of gold, which were fastened to the throne, and <1 stays on q Heb. hands. 

19 each side of the sitting place, and two lions standing by the stays : and twelve 
lions stood there on the one side and on the other upon the six steps. There was 
not the like made in any kingdom. 

20 And all the drinking vessels of king Solomon were of gold, and all the vessels of 

the house of the forest of Lebanon were of ^ pure gold : ® none were of silver; it was ^ Heb.*Aat 

21 not any thing accounted of in the days of Solomon. For the king’s ships went to 

Tarshish with the servants of Huram ; every three years once came the ships of v&s no silver 

22 Tarshish bringing gold, and silver, ‘ivory, and apes, and peacocks. And king in them. 
Solomon passed all the kings of the earth in riches and wisdom. 

23 And all the kings of the earth sought the presence of Solomon, to hear his wis- ^ ‘ 

24 dom, that God had put in his heart. And they brought every man his present, 

vessels of silver, and vessels of gold, and raiment, harness, and spices, horses, and 
mules, a rate year by year. 

25 And Solomon ^had four thousand stalls for horses and chariots, and twelve ul Kin. iv. 
thousand horsemen ; whom he bestowed in the chariot cities, and with the king at 
Jerusalem. 

26 And he reigned over all the kings *from the y river even unto the land of the xGen.xv.is. 

27 Philistines, and to the border of Egypt. And the king ^made silver in Jerusalem yTlmtis, 
as stones, and cedar trees made he as the sycamore trees that are in the low plains ^ Heb.^gave. 

28 in abundance. ® And they brought unto Solomon horses out of Egypt, and out of a 1 Kin. x.28. 
all lands. 

2 CHRONICLES I. VER. 14, TO THE END. 

14 And Solomon gathered chariots and horsemen : and he had a thousand and 2 c ^^26 *&c 
four hundred chariots, and twelve thousand horsemen, which he placed in the § 1 Kin.x. 27. 

15 chariot cities, and with the king at Jerusalem. ^ And the king ^made silver and ch. ix. 27. 
gold at Jerusalem as plenteous as stones, and cedar trees made he as the sycamore ^ 

16 trees that are in the vale for abundance. ® And f Solomon had horses brought out ch. ix. 28. 
of Egypt, and linen yarn : the king’s merchants received the linen yarn at a price. fHeb. the 

17 And they fetched up, and brought forth out of Egypt a chariot for six hundred 
shekels of silver, and an horse for an hundred and fifty : and so brought they 

out horses for all the kings of the Hittites, and for the kings of Syria, S by their Solomon’s. 

means. ^ dg 

their hand. 

2 CHRONICLES IX. VER. I — 12. 

1 And b when the queen of Sheba heard of the fame of Solomon, she came to prove b * Kin. x. 1, 
Solomon with hard questions at Jerusalem, with a very great company, and camels *2 

that bare spices, and gold in abundance, and precious stones : and when she was 31 . 

2 come to Solomon, she communed with him of all that was in her heart. And Solomon 

told her all her questions ; and there was nothing hid from Solomon which he told 

3 her not. And when the queen of Sheba had seen the wisdom of Solomon, and the 

4 house that he had built, and the meat of his table, and the sitting of his servants, 
and the attendance of his ministers, and their apparel ; his » cupbearers also, and ‘ Or, 
their apparel ; and his ascent by which he went up into the house of the Lord ; 

5 there was no more spirit in her. And she said to the king, It was a true k report ^ word. 

6 which I heard in mine own land of thine 1 acts, and of thy wisdom: howbeit 1 1 Or, layiny*. 

believed not their words, until 1 came, and mine eyes had seen it : and, behold, 

the one half of the greatness of thy wisdom was not told me : for thou exceedest 

7 the fame that I heard. Happy are thy men, and happy are these thy servants, 

8 which stand continually before thee, and hear thy wisdom. Blessed be the Lord 
thy God, which delighteth in thee to set thee on his throne, to be king for the Lord 
thy God : because thy God loved Israel, to establish them for ever, therefore made 

9 he thee king over them, to do judgment and justice. And she gave the king an 
hundred and twenty talents of gold, and of spices great abundance, and precious 
stones : neither was there any such spice as the queen of Sheba gave king Solo- 

10 mon. And the servants also of Huram, and the servants of Solomon, which 

1 1 brought gold from Ophir, brought algum trees and precious stones. And the king ni Or, stags. 
made qf the algum trees terraces to the house of the Lord, and to the king’s n Heb. kigh- 
palace, and harps and psalteries for singers ; and there were none such seen before 
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A.C. 992. in the land of Judah. And king Solomon gave to the queen of Sheba all her 12 

*' \ ^ desire, whatsoever she asked, beside that which she had brought unto the king. 

So she turned, and went away to her own land, she and her servants. 

PART VI. 

Wisdom of Solomon. 

1 KINGS IV. VER. 29, 30, 31. 

xMM 4 ' 15 ^ Solomon wisdom and understanding exceed- 29 

16 . * ’ ’ ing much, and largeness of heart, even as the sand that is on 

the sea shore. And Solomon’s wisdom excelled the wisdom of 30 
all the children of the east country, and all the wisdom of 
Egypt. For he was wiser than all men ; than Ethan the Ezra- 3 1 
hite, and Heman, and Chalcol, and Darda, the sons of Mahol : 
and his fame was in all nations round about. 

1 KINGS IV. VER. 33. 

And he spake of trees, from the cedar tree that is in Leba- 33 
non even unto the hyssop that springeth out of the wall : he 
spake also of beasts, and of fowl, and of creeping things, and 
of fishes. 

1 KINGS IV, VER. 32. 

And he spake three thousand proverbs : and his songs were 32 
a thousand and five. 


THE PROVERBS, IN FIVE PARTS. 


b Heb. equi- 
ties. 

c Or, advise- 
ment. 


d Or, an elo- 
quent speech. 
e Job xxviii 
28. P8.cxi.10, 
ch. ix. 10. 
f Or, the prin- 
cipal part. 


PROVERBS I. 

1 The use of the proverbs. ^ An exhortation to fear God, and believe his word. 10 To 
avoid the enticings of sinners. 20 Wisdom compluineth of her contempt. 24 She 
threateneth her contemners. 

The proverbs of Solomon the son of David, king of Israel ; i 

To know wisdom and instruction ; to perceive the words of 2 
understanding ; 

To receive the instruction of wisdom, justice, and judgment, 3 
and ^ equity ; 

To give subtilty to the simple, to the young man know- 4 
ledge and ® discretion. 

A wise man will hear, and will increase learning ; and a 5 
man of understanding shall attain unto wise counsels : 

To understand a proverb, and the interpretation ; the words 6 
of the wise, and their dark sayings. 

®The fear of the Lord is ^the beginning of knowledge : but 7 
fools despise wisdom and instruction. 


8 The Book of Proverbs may be divided into five parts. The first is a kind of preface, and 
extends to the end of tlie ninth chapter ; it contains a series of admonitions, cautions, and encou- 
ragements to the study of wisdom. 
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i Is.Iix. 7. 
Rom. iii. 15. 
any ^ Heb. in the 

•' eyes of every 
thing that 


8 6 My son, hear the instruction of thy father, and forsake not 984 

the law of thy mother : g ch. iVTIT” 

9 For they shall be ^an ornament of grace unto thy head, and h Heb. an 

chains about thy neck. amng. 

10 My son, if sinners entice thee, consent thou not. 

11 If they say. Come with us, let us lay wait for blood, let us 
lurk privily for the innocent without cause : 

12 Let us swallow them up alive as the grave ; and whole, as 
those that go down into the pit : 

13 We shall find all precious substance, we shall fill our houses 
with spoil ; 

14 Cast in thy lot among us; let us all have one purse: 

15 My son, walk not thou in the way with them: refrain thy 
foot from their path : 

16 ^ For their feet run to evil, and make haste to shed blood 

17 Surely in vain the net is spread ^in the sight of 
bird. 

18 And they lay wait for their own blood; they lurk privily 
for their own lives. 

19 So are the ways of every one that is greedy of gain; which 
taketh away the life of the owners thereof. 

20 ‘ ^ Wisdom crieth without ; she uttereth her voice in the i Heb. Wu- 

dome, that is, 

streets : excellent tcis- 

21 She crieth in the chief place of concourse, in the openings 
of the gates : in the city she uttereth her words, saying^ 

22 How long, ye simple ones, will ye love simplicity ? and 
the scorners delight in their scorning, and fools hate know- 
ledge ? 

23 Turn you at my reproof: behold, I will pour out my spirit 
unto you, I will make known my words unto you. 

24 ” Because I have called, and ye refused; I have stretched 

out my hand, and no man regarded ; vii. i3. zech. 

25 But ye have set at nought all my counsel, and would none 
of my reproof : 

26 I also will laugh at your calamity ; I will mock when your 
fear cometh ; 

27 When your fear cometh as desolation, and your destruction 
cometh as a whirlwind ; when distress and anguish cometh 
upon you. 

28 ® Then shall they call upon me, but I will not answer ; tliey 

shall seek me early, but they shall not find me : h- ^ 

29 For that they hated knowledge, and did not choose the fear Mkh. iii.4; 
of the Lord : 

30 would none of my counsel : they despised all my 
reproof. 

31 Therefore shall they eat of the fruit of their own way, and 
be filled with their own devices. 
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A.c. 984. Por tl,e p turning away of the simple shall slay tliem, and 32 
pOr,w« of the prosperity of fools shall destroy them. 
thenmpu. hearkencth unto me shall dwell safely, and shall 33 

be quiet from fear of evil. 

PROVERBS II. 


thp voice. 

r Matt. xiii. 
44. 


8 1 Kin. iii. 
9.12. Jam. i. 
5. 


t ch. V. 3. & 
vii. 3. 


1 Wisdom promiseth godliness to her children, 10 and safety from evil company, 20 and 
direction in good ways. 

My son, if thou wilt receive my words, and hide my com- 1 
mandments with thee ; 

So that thou incline thine ear unto wisdom, and apply thine 2 
heart to understanding; 

Yea, if thou criest after knowledge, and ^liftest up thy voice 3 
for understanding ; 

^ If thou seekest her as silver, and searchest for her as for 4 
hid treasures; 

Then shalt thou understand the fear of the Lord, and find 5 
the knowledge of God. 

® For the Lord giveth wisdom : out of his mouth cometh 6 
knowledge and understanding. 

He layeth up sound wisdom for the righteous: he is a buckler 7 
to them that walk uprightly. 

He keepeth the paths of judgment, and preserveth the way 8 
of his saints. 

Then shalt thou understand righteousness, and judgment, 9 
and equity ; vea^ every good path. 

When wisdom entereth into thine heart, and knowledge is lo 
pleasant unto thy soul; 

Discretion shall preserve thee, understanding shall keep 1 1 
thee : 

To deliver thee from the way of the evil man^ from the man 12 
that speaketh froward things ; 

Who leave the paths of uprightness, to walk in the ways of 13 
darkness ; 

Who rejoice to do evil, and delight in the frowardness of 14 
the wicked ; 

Whose ways are crooked, and froward in their paths: 15 

To deliver thee from the strange woman, ^evcn from the 16 
stranger which flattereth with her words ; 

Which forsaketh the guide of her youth, and forgettetli the 17 
covenant of her God. 

For her house inclineth unto death, and her paths unto the 18 
dead. 

None that go unto her return again, neither take they hold 19 
of the paths of life. 

That thou mayest walk in the way of good men^ and keep 20 
the paths of the righteous. 
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21 “For the upright shall dwell in the land, and the perfect A.c. 984, 

shall remain in it. u Ps. xxx^ii. 

22 *But the wicked shall be cut olff from the earth, and the 
transgressors shall be ^ rooted out of it. 

° xxxvu. 28. 

& civ. 35. 

PROVERBS III. j Or, plucked 

up. 

1 An exhortation to obedience ^ 5 to faithy 7 mortificationy 9 to devotiony 11 to 

patience. 13 The happy gain of wisdom. 19 The power y 21 and the benefits of 

wisdom. 27 An exhortation to charitableness y 30 peaceableness y 31 and contentedness. 

33 The cursed state of the wicked. 

1 My son, forget not my law : * but let thine heart keep my ^ 

commandments : 20. ‘ 

2 For length of days, and ®long life, and peace, shall they a^Heb. 

add to thee. b Ps. cxix. 

3 Let not mercy and truth forsake thee : ^ bind them about xiu. 9. 
thy neck ; write them upon the table of thine heart : 

4 ^ So shalt thou find favour and ® good understanding in the d p*. cxi. 10. 
sight of God and man. 

5 Trust in the Lord with all thine heart; and lean not unto 
thine own understanding. 

6 ' ' ’ 
paths 

7 8 Be not wise in thine own eyes : fear the Lord, and depart 
from evil. 

8 It shall be ^health to thy navel, and ^marrow' to thy bones. hHeb.m«d»- 

9 Honour the Lord with thy substance, and with the first- i Heb.ip/i<<?r 
fruits of all thine increase : 


e Or, good 
success. 


^ In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy 


itig, or, moist- 
ening. 


10 ^ So shall thy barns be filled with plenty, and thy presses 


shall burst out with new wine. 


29. Sr xxiii. 
19. & xxxiv. 

11 “ My son, despise not the chastening of the Lord; neither xxvi. 2 %'c. 
be weary of his correction : 

12 For whom the Lord loveth he correcteth ; even as a father 

the son in ivhojn he delighteth. s. 

13 Happy is the man that findeth wisdom, and “the man Ps'^^dV. 12 

getteth understanding. Rev. 

14 “For the merchandise of it is better than the merchandise ^leb^ Ae 

of silver, and the gain thereof than fine gold. draurelh uut 

15 She w more precious than rubies: and all the things thou 
canst desire are not to be compared unto her. 

16 Length of days is in her right hand; and in her left hand xu 
riches and honour. 

17 Her ways are ways of pleasantness, and all her paths are 
peace. 

18 She is a tree of life to them that lay hold upon her : and 
happy is every one that retaineth her. 

19 The Lord by wisdom hath founded the earth ; by under- 
standing hath he p established the heavens. 

20 By his knowledge the depths are broken up, and the clouds 
drop down the dew. 

VOL. II. E 


o Job xxviii. 
13, &r. Ps. 

10. ch. ii. 
viii. 11. 
19. & xvi. 16, 


p Or, pre- 
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PERIOD FIFTH. 


[part VI, 


A.C. 984. 


q P8. xxxvil. 
24. &xci. li, 
12 . 


r Heb. the 
owners there- 
of. 


s Or, Practise 
no et'il. 


t Ps. xxxvU. 
I. 

u Heb. a man 
of violence. 
x Ps. x.xv. 14. 
y Mai. ii. 2. 


2 James iv, 6. 
1 Pet. V. 5. 

a Heb. exalt- 
eth the fools. 


My son, let not them depart from thine eyes: keep sound 21 
wisdom and discretion : 

So shall they be life unto thy soul, and grace to thy neck. 22 

^ Then shalt thou walk in thy way safely, and thy foot shall 23 
not stumble. 

When thou liest down, thou shalt not be afraid : yea, thou 24 
shalt lie down, and thy sleep shall be sweet. 

Be not afraid of sudden fear, neither of the desolation of the 25 
wicked, when it cometli. 

For the Lord shall be thy confidence, and shall keep thy foot 26 
from being taken. 

Withhold not good from ^them to whom it is due, when it is 27 
in the power of thine hand to do iU 

Say not unto thy neighbour, Go, and come again, and to 28 
morrow I will give ; when thou hast it by thee. 

® Devise not evil against thy neighbour, seeing he dwelleth 29 
securely by thee. 

Strive not with a man without cause, if he have done thee 30 
no harm. 

^ Envy thou not ^ the oppressor, and choose none of his ways. 31 

For thefroward is abomination to the Lord : ^ but his secret 32 
is with the righteous. 

y The curse of the Lord is in the house of the wicked : but 33 
he blesseth the habitation of the just. 

* Surely he scorneth the scorners : but he giveth grace unto 34 
the lowly : 

The wise shall inherit glory : but shame ^ shall be the pro- 35 
motion of fools. 


PROVERBS IV. 


b I Chr. 
xxix. 1. 

c 1 Chr. 
Xxviii. 9. 


1 Solomon^ to persuade obedience, 3 sheweth what instruction he had of his parents, 5 to 
study wisdom, 14 and shun the path of the wicked. 20 He cxhorieth to faith, 23 and 
sanctification. 

Hear, ye children, the instruction of a father, and attend to 1 
know understanding. 

For I give you good doctrine, forsake ye not my law, 2 

For I was my father’s son, ^ tender and only beloved in the 3 
sight of my mother. 

® He taught me also, and said unto me. Let thine heart retain 4 
my words : keep my commandments, and live. 

Get wisdom, get understanding : forget it not ; neither de- 5 
dine from the words of my mouth. 

Forsake her not, and she shall preserve thee : love her, and 6 
she shall keep thee. 

Wisdom is the principal thing ; therefore get wisdom : and 7 
with all thy getting get understanding. 

Exalt her, and sue shall promote tliee : she shall bring thee to s 
honour, when thou dost embrace her. 

9 
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9 She shall rive to thine head ^ an ornament of grace : ® a crown 
of glory shall she deliver to thee. d ch. i'. 9. 

10 Hear, O my son, and receive my sayings; and the years of 
thy life shall be many. 

11 I have taught thee in the way of wisdom ; I have led thee in 
right paths. 

12 When thou goest, thy steps shall not be straitened; ^ and when fPs.xd. n, 
thou runnest, thou shalt not stumble. 

13 Take fast hold of instruction ; let her not go : keep her ; for 
she is thy life. 

14 ^ Enter not into the path of the wicked, and ffo not in the gPs.i. 1 . 

^ ^ 7ft ch. i. 10. 15. 

way of evil men. 

15 Avoid it, pass not by it, turn from it, and pass away. 

16 For they sleep not, except they have done mischief; and their 
sleep is taken aw’ay, unless they cause some to fall. 

17 For they eat the bread of wickedness, and drink the wine of 
violence. 

18 But the path of tlie just is as the shining light, that shineth 
more and more unto the perfect day. 

19 The way of the wicked was darkness : they know not at what 
they stumble. 

20 My son, attend to my w^ords ; incline thine ear unto my say- 

21 Let them not depart from thine eyes ; keep them in the midst 
of thine heart. 

22 For they are life unto those that find them, and health to ^ neb. wcrfi- 
al! their flesh. 

23 Keep thy heart ' with all diligence ; for out of it are the 
issues of life. 

24 Put away from thee ^a froward mouth, and perverse lips put 

far from thee. mouth, and 

25 Let thine eyes look right on, and let thine eyelids look straight 
before thee. 

26 Ponder the path of thy feet, and 4et all thy ways be estab- 

lished. ordered 

27 ^ Turn not to the right hand nor to the left : remove thy foot v. 22. 
from evil. 

PROVERBS V. 

l Solomon exhorteth to the study of wisdom. 3 He sheweth the mischief of whoredom 
and riot. 15 He exhorteth to contentedness y liberality y and chastity. 22 The wicked 
are overtaken with their own sins. 

1 My son, attend unto my wisdom, and bow thine ear to my 
understanding : 

2 That thou mayest regard discretion, and that thy lips may 
keep knowledge. 

3 ” For the lips of a strange woman drop as an honeycomb, 

and her '^moutn is smoother than oil : oHeb.ffl(a/c- 

E 2 
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PERIOD FIFTH. 


[part VI. 


A.C. 984. 


p ch. vii. 27. 


q Heb ihy 
strength. 


T Heb. water 
thee. 

8 Heb. err 
thou always 
in her love. 

t Job xxxi. 4. 
& xxxiv. 21. 
ch. XV. 3. Jer. 
xvK 17. & 
xxxii- 19. 
u Heb. sin. 


But her end is bitter as wormwood, sharp as a two edged 4 
sword. 

P Her feet go down to death ; her steps take hold on hell. 5 

Lest thou shouldest ponder the path of life, her ways are 6 
moveable, that thou canst not know them. 

Hear me now therefore, O ye children, and depart not from 7 
the words of my mouth. 

Remove thy way far from her, and come not nigh the door 8 
of her house: 

Lest thou give thine honour unto others, and thy years unto 9 
the cruel : 

Lest strangers be filled with ^ thy wealth ; and thy labours lo 
be in the house of a stranger ; 

And thou mourn at Uie last, when thy flesh and thy body 1 1 
are consumed, 

And say, How have I hated instruction, and my heart des- 12 
pised reproof; 

And have not obeyed the voice of my teachers, nor inclined 13 
mine ear to them that instructed me ! 

I was almost in all evil in the midst of the congregation and 14 
assembly. 

Drink waters out of thine own cistern, and running waters 13 
out of thine own well. 

Let thy fountains be dispersed abroad, and rivers of waters 16 
in the streets. 

Let them be only thine own, and not strangers^ with thee. 17 

Let thy fountain be blessed : and rejoice with the wife of 18 
thy youth. 

Let her he as the loving hind and pleasant roe; let her breasts 19 
^ satisfy thee at all times ; and ® be thou ravished always with 
her love. 

And why wilt thou, my son, be ravished with a strange 20 
woman, and embrace the bosom of a stranger ? 

‘ For the ways of man are before the eyes of the Lord, and 2i 
he poudereth all his goings. 

riis own iniquities shall take the wicked himself, and he 22 
shall be holden with the cords of his “ sins. 

He shall die without instruction; and in the greatness of his 22 
folly he shall go astray. 


PROVERBS VI. 

1 Against suretyships ^ idleness ^ \2 and mischievousness. 16 Seven things hateful t 
God, 20 The blessings of obedience. 25 The mischiefs of whoredom. 

My son, if thou be surety for thy friend, if thou hast stricken 
thy hand with a stranger, 

Thou art snared with the words of thy mouth, thou art taken 
with the w'ords of thy mouth. 

Do this now, my son, and deliver thyself, when thou art 
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come into the hand of thy friend; go, humble thyself, * and A.c. 984. 
make sure thy friend. 

4 Give not sleep to thine eyes, nor slumber to thine eyelids. 

5 Deliver thyself as a roe from the Iiand of the hunter^ and as 
a bird from the hand of the fowler. 

6 Go to the ant, thou sluggard ; consider her ways, and be 
wise : 

7 Which having no guide, overseer, or ruler, 

8 Provideth her meat in the summer, and gathereth her food 
in the harvest. 

9 y How long wilt thou sleep, O sluggard ? when wilt thou 
arise out of thy sleep ? 

10 Yet a little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the 
hands to sleep : 

11 * So shall thy poverty come as one that travelleth, and thy zch. xiii. 4. 

want as an armed man. ^ 

12 A naughty person, a wicked man, walketh with a froward 
mouth. 


13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 
22 


He winketh with his eyes, he speaketh with his feet, he 
teacheth with his fingers. 

Frow'ardness is in his heart, he deviseth mischief continually; 
he ^ soweth discord. 

Therefore shall his calamity come suddenly ; suddenly shall 
he be broken without remedy. 

These six things doth the Lord hate : yea, seven are an 
abomination ^ unto him : 


a Heb. caskth 
forth. 


b Heb. of hit 
snuL 


^ A proud look, a lying tongue, and hands that shed innocent 
blood, 


An heart that deviseth wicked imaginations, feet that be Rom. m. 15. 


swift in running to mischief, 

A false witness that speaketh lies, and he that soweth discord 


among brethren. 

® My son, keep thy father’s commandment, and forsake not e ch. i. s. 
the law' of thy mother : 

Bind them continually upon thine heart, and tie them about 
thy neck. 

^When thou goest, it shall lead thee ; when thou sleepest, f Ri- 23 , 
it shall keep thee ; and when thou aw'akest, it shall talk writh 
thee. 


23 ^ For the commandment is a ^lamp; and the law is light; 

and reproofs of instruction are the w’ay of life : h or, candu. 

24 ^ To keep thee from the evil woman, from the flattery ^ of & 

the tongue of a strange woman. kor, o/m« 

25 ' Lust not after her beauty in thine heart ; neither let her 

take thee with her eyelids. ^ 

26 For by means of a whorish woman a man is brought to amHeb.<*« 
piece of bread : and ^ the adulteress will hunt for the precious 

IJfp man'twift. 
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PERIOD FIFTH. 


[part VI, 


A.C. 904. 


n Heb. heart. 


0 Heb. He 
will not ac- 
cept the face 
of any ran- 
som. 


p Deut. vi, 8. 
& xi. 18. 
ch. iil. 3. 


q ch. V. 3, 


r Heb. the 
sons. 


s Ileb. in the 
evening of the 
day. 


t ch. ix. 13. 


u Heb. $he 
strengthened 
her face, and 
said. 


Can a man take fire in liis bosom, and his clothes not be 27 
burned ? 

Can one go upon hot coals, and his feet not be burned? 28 

So he that goeth in to his neighbour’s wife; whosoever 29 
toucheth her shall not be innocent. 

Men do not despise a thief, if he steal to satisfy his soul 30 
when he is hungry ; 

But if he be found, he shall restore sevenfold ; he shall give 3i 
all the substance of his house. 

But whoso committeth adultery with a woman lacketh ^ un- 32 
derstanding : he that doeth it destroyeth his own soul. 

A wound and dishonour shall he get ; and his reproach shall 33 
not be wiped away. 

For jealousy is the rage of a man: therefore he will not 34 
spare in the day of vengeance. 

° He will not regard any ransom ; neither will he rest con- 35 
tent, though thou givest many gifts. 

PROVERBS VII. 

1 Solomon persuadeth to a sincere and kind familiarity with wisdom^ 6 In an example 

of his own experience, he sheweth 1 0 the cunning of a whore, 22 and the desperate 

simplicity of a young wanton. 24 He dehorteth from such wickedness. 

My son, keep my words, and lay up my commandments i 
with thee. 

Keep my commandments, and live ; and my law as the apple 2 
of thine eye. 

P Bind them upon thy fingers, write them upon the table of 3 
thine heart. 

Say unto wisdom. Thou art my sister ; and c£l 1 understand- 4 
ing thy kinswoman : 

^ That they may keep thee from the strange woman, from 5 
the stranger which flattereth with her words. 

For at the window of my house I looked through my case- 6 
ment. 

And beheld among the simple ones, I discerned among ^ the 7 
youths,^ a young man void of understanding. 

Passing through the street near her corner; and he went the 8 
way to her house, 

^ In the twilight, ® in the evening, in the black and dark 9 
night ; 

And, behold, there met him a woman with the attire of an 10 
harlot, and subtil of heart. 

(^She is loud and stubborn: her feet abide not in hern 
house : 

Now is she without, now in the streets, and lieth in wait at 12 
every corner.) 

So she caught him, and kissed him, awrf with an impudent 13 
face said unto him, 
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14 ^ I have peace offerings with me ; this day have I payed my 
vows. 

15 Therefore came I forth to meet thee, diligently to seek thy 
face, and I have found thee. 

16 I have decked my bed with coverings of tapestry, with 
carved works^ with fine linen of Egypt. 

17 I have perfumed my bed with myrrh, aloes, and cinnamon. 

18 Come, let us take our fill of love until the morning : let us 
solace ourselves with loves. 

19 For the good man is not at home, he is gone a long 
journey : 

20 He hath taken a bag of money ^ with him, and will come 
home at ^ the day appointed. 

21 With her much fair speech she caused him to yield, with the 
flattering of her lips she forced him. 

22 He goeth after her ^ straightway, as an ox goeth to the 
sla^hter, or as a fool to the correction of the stocks ; 

23 Till a dart strike through his liver ; as a bird hasteth to the 
snare, and knoweth not that it is for his life. 

24 Hearken unto me now therefore, O ye children, and attend 
to the words of my mouth. 

25 Let not thine heart decline to her ways, go not astray in her 
paths. 

26 For she hath cast down many wounded: yea, many strong 
men have been slain by her. 

27 ^ Her house is the way to hell, going down to the chambers 
of death. 


A.C. 984. 

X Heb. Peace 
offerings are 
upon me. 


y Heb. in his 
hand. 

z Or, the new 
moon. 


a Heb. sud- 
denly. 


b ch. ii. 18. 
& V.5. 


PROVERBS VIII. 

1 The fame, C and evidency of wisdom. 10 The excellency, 12 the nature^ 15 the 
power, 18 the riches, 22 and the eternity of wisdom. 32 Wisdom is to be desired for 
the blessedness it bringeth, 

1 Doth not ‘'wisdom cry? and understanding put forth her c cb. i. 20 . 
voice ? 

2 She standeth in the top of high places, by the way in the 
places of the paths. 

3 She crieth at the gates, at the entry of the city, at the coming 
in at the doors. 

4 Unto you, O men, I call ; and my voice is to the sons of 
man. 

5 O ye simple, understand wisdom: and, ye fools, be ye of an 
understanding heart. 

6 Hear ; for I will speak of excellent things ; and the opening 
of my lips shall be right things. 

7 For my mouth shall speak truth; and wickedness is ^andHeK^j.^ 

abomination to my lips. of my ups. 

8 All the words of my mouth are in righteousness ; there is ^ 

nothing froward or perverse in them. wreathed. 
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PERIOD FIFTH. 


[part VI. 


A.C. 984. 


f Job xxviii, 
15, &c. Pb. 
xix. 10. ch. 
iii. 14, 15. & 
xvi. 16. 
g Or, Bubtilty. 


h ch. iii. 16 . 

1 ch. iii. 14. 
k Or, walk. 


1 Or, open 
places. 
m Or, the 
chief part. 
n Or, a circle. 


oGen.l. 9, 10, 
Job xxxviii, 
10, 11. Ps. 
civ. 9. 


p Ps.cxix. 1, 
3. & cxxviii. 
1, 2. Luke 
xl 28 . 


They are all plain to him that understandeth, and right to 9 
them that find knowledge. 

Receive my instruction, and not silver ; and knowledge lo 
rather than choice gold. 

^For wisdom is better than rubies; and all the things thatll 
may be desired are not to be compared to it. 

I wisdom dwell with ^ prudence, and find out knowledge of 12 
wi^ inventions. 

The fear of the Lord is to hate evil : pride, and arrogancy, 13 
and the evil way, and the froward mouth, do I hate. 

Counsel is mine, and sound wisdom : I am understanding ; 1 14 
have strength. 

By me kings reign, and princes decree justice. 15 

By me princes rule, and nobles, even all the judges of the 16 
earth. 

I love them that love me; and those that seek me early shall IT 
find me. 

^ Riches and honour are with me ; durable riches and is 
righteousness. 

* My fruit is better than gold, yea, than fine gold; and my 19 
revenue than choice silver. 

I ^ lead in the way of righteousness, in the midst of the paths 20 
of judgment : 

That I may cause those that love me to inherit substance; 21 
and I will fill their treasures. 

The Lord possessed me in the beginning of his way, before 22 
his works of old. 

I was set up from everlasting, from the beginning, or ever 23 
the earth was. 

When there were no depths, I was brought forth; when 24 
there were no fountains abounding with water. 

Before the mountains were settled, before the hills was I 25 
brought forth : 

While as yet he had not made the earth, nor the ^ fields, nor 26 

the highest part of the dust of the world. 

When he prepared the heavens, I was there : when he set “ a 27 
compass upon the face of the depth : 

When he established the clouds above : when he strength- 28 
ened the fountains of the deep : 

® When he gave to the sea his decree, that the waters should 29 
not pass his commandment : when he appointed the foundations 
of the earth : 

Then I was by him, as one brought up with him : and I was 30 
daily his delight, rejoicing always before him ; 

Rejoicing in the habitable part of his earth ; and my delights 31 
loere with the sons of men. 

Now therefore hearken unto me, O ye children: for p blessed 32 
are they that keep my ways. 
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33 Hear instruction, and be wise, and refuse it not. A.c. 984. 

34 Blessed is the man that heareth me, watching daily at my ' ^ 

gates, waiting at the posts of my doors. 

35 For whoso findeth me findeth life, and shall ^ obtain favour ^^eb. bring 
of the Lord. 

36 But he that sinneth against me wrongeth his own soul : all 
they that hate me love death. 

PROVERBS IX. 

1 The discipline t 4 and doctrine of wisdom. 13 The custom^ 16 and error of folly. 

1 Wisdom hath builded her house, she hath hewn out her seven 
pillars : 

2 She hath killed ^ her beasts ; she hath mingled her wine ; she r.Heb. her 

hath also furnished her table. hiiimg. 

3 She hath sent forth her maidens: she crieth upon the highest 
places of the city, 

4 Whoso is simple, let him turn in hither : as for him that 
wanteth understanding, she salth to him, 

5 Come, eat of my bread, and drink of the wine which I have 
mingled. 

6 Forsake the foolish, and live; and go in the way of under- 
standing. 

7 He that reproveth a scorner getteth to himself shame : and 
he that rebuketh a wicked man getteth himself a blot. 

8 ® Reprove not a scprner, lest he hate thee : rebuke a wise » ^att. vii. 6. 
man, and he will love thee. 

9 Give instruction to a wise man^ and he will be yet wiser : 
teach a just and he will increase in learning. 

]0 ^ The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom : and the t Job xxviii. 

knowledge of the holy is understanding. loich.i??.' 

11 ^For by me thy days shall be multiplied, and the years ofuch.x. 27 . 
thy life shall be increased. 

12 If thou be wise, thou shalt be wise for thyself: but if thou 
scornest, thou alone shalt bear it 

13 ^ A foolish woman is clamorous: she is simple, and knowetli xch. vii.ii. 
nothing. 

14 For she sitteth at the door of her house, on a seat in the high 
places of the city, 

15 To call passengers who go right on their ways : 

16 Whoso is simple, let him turn in hither : and as for him that 
wanteth understanding, she saith to him, 

17 Stolen waters are sweet, and bread beaten in secret isyHeb.o//^- 

^ crecxtt. 

pleasant. 

18 But he knoweth not that the dead are there; and that her 
guests are in the depths of hell. 
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PERIOD FIFTH. 


[part VI. 


PART II ' 


PROVERBS X. 

From this chapter to the five and twentieth are sundry observations of moral virtues^ and 
their contrary vices. 

The proverbs of Solomon. wise son raaketh a glad i 

father : but a foolish son is the heaviness of his mother. 

^ Treasures of wickedness profit nothing : but righteousness 2 
delivereth from death. 

^ The Lord will not suffer the soul of the righteous to 3 
. famish : but he casteth away ® the substance of the wicked. 

He becometh poor that dealeth with a slack hand : but the 4 
hand of the diligent maketh rich. 

He that gathereth in summer is a wise son : but he that 5 
sleepeth in harvest is a son that causeth shame. 

Blessings are upon the head of the just: but ® violence 6 
covereth the mouth of the wicked. 

^The memory of the just is blessed: but the name of the 7 
wicked shall rot. 

The wise in heart will receive commandments : but ^ a prat- 8 
ing fool ^ shall fall. 

^ He that walketh uprightly walketh surely : but he that per- 9 
verteth his ways shall be known. 

^ He that winketh with the eye causeth sorrow: but a prating 10 
fool 1 shall fall. 

^ The mouth of a righteous man is a well of life : but vio- 11 
lence covereth the mouth of the wicked. 

Hatred stirreth up strifes : but ^ love covereth all sins. 12 

In the lips of him that hath. understanding wisdom is found : 13 
but a rod is for the back of him that is void of ® understand- 
ing. ^ 

Wise men lay up knowledge : but the mouth of the foolish is 14 
near destruction. 

pcu.xviii.il. p The rich man’s wealth is his strong city : the destruction of 15 
the poor is their poverty. 

The labour of the righteous tendeth to life : the fruit of the 16 
wicked to sin. 

He is in the way of life that keepeth instruction : but he that 17 
refuseth reproof ^ erreth. 

He that hideth hatred with lying lips, and he that uttereth a 18 
slander, is a fool. 

In the multitude of words there wanteth not sin : but he that 19 
refraineth his lips is wise. 

The tongue of the just is as choice silver: the heart of the 20 
wicked is little worth. 


A.C. 984. 

z ch XV. 20. 
a cU. xi. 4. 


1) Ps. xxxvii. 
25. 

c Or, the wick 
edfor their 
wickedness. 
d ch. xii. 24. 


e vcr. 1 1 . 

f Ps. cxii. 6. 


g Heb. a foot 
of lips. 
h Or, shall be 
beaten. 
i Ps. xxiii.4. 


k ch. vi. 13. 

1 Or, shall be 
beaten. 

m ch. xiii. 14. 


n 1 Cor. xiii. 
4. 1 Pet, iv. 8. 


o Heb. heart. 


q Or, causeth 
to err. 


® The second part of this book contains what may, with more strictness, be called Proverbs : that 
is, unconnected sentences, neat, and simple, adapted to the instruction of youth. This part extends 
from chap. x. to chap. xxii. end of ver. 16. 
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21 The lips of the righteous feed many: but fools die for want A.c. 984. 

^of wisdom, ' 

22 The blessing of the Lord, it maketh rich, and he addeth no 
sorrow with it. 

23 ^ It is as sport to a fool to do mischief : but a man of under- 8 ch. xiv. 9. 
Standing hath wisdom. 

24 The fear of the wicked, it shall come upon him : but the 
desire of the righteous shall be granted. 

25 As the whirlwind passeth, so is the wicked no more : but the 
righteous is an everlasting foundation. 

26 As vinegar to the teeth, and as smoke to the eyes, so is the 
sluggard to them that send him. 

27 ^ The fear of the Lord ^ prolongeth days : but the years of tch. ix. ii. 
the wicked shall be shortened. 

28 The hope of the righteous shall he gladness: but the ^ expec- 

tation of the wicked shall perish. cxii. 10. 

29 The way of the Lord is strength to the upright : but destruc- 
tion shall he to the w orkers of iniquity. 

30 yThe righteous shall never be removed : but the wicked shall y rs.xxxvii. 

• ~ 2*^ 29 & 

not inhabit the earth. cxxv, 1. 

31 The mouth of the just bringeth forth wisdom : but the froward 
tongue shall be cut out. 

32 The lips of the righteous know what is acceptable: but the 

mouth of the wicked speaketh ^ frowardness. z Heb./ro- 

wardnesses. 


PROVERBS XI. 


1 A false balance abomination to the Lord: but ® a just xix. 

, , . , . I 35, :i6\Deut. 

weight is his delight. xxv. is— lo. 

2 ^ When pride cometh, then cometh shame : but with the lowly xx. ^ 

is wisdom. ^i^ccso^ 

3 ® The integrity of the upright shall guide them : but the deceit. 
perverseness of transgressors shall destroy them. 

4 ^Riches profit not in the day of wrath: but righteousness 

delivereth from death. e cV xm^ij 

5 The righteousness of the perfect shall s direct his way: but f cii. x.^2! 
the wicked shall fall by his own wickedness. ^ 

6 The righteousness of the upright shall deliver them: but 

^ transgressors shall be taken in their oivn naughtiness. ^ v. 22. 

7 When a wicked man dieth, his expectation shall perish : and 
the hope of unjust men perisheth. 

8 ^The righteous is delivered out of trouble, and the wicked xxi. is. 
cometh in his stead. 

9 An ^ hypocrite with his mouth destroy eth his neighbour : but ^ vUi. is. 
through knowledge shall the just be delivered. 

10 When it ^oeth well with the righteous, the city rejoiceth: and 
when the wicked perisheth, there is shouting. 

11 By the blessing of the upright the city is exalted : but it is 
overthrown by the mouth of the wicked. 
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A.C. 984 . 

1 Heb. detti- 
tute of heart, 
m Heb. He 
that walketh, 
being a tale- 
bearer. 
n 1 Kin. xii. 
1, &c. 

o Heb. ehall 
be $ore broken. 
p Heb. those 
that strike 
hands. 


q Heb. de- 
parteth from. 


r 2 Cor. ix.6, 
7, 8, 9, 10. 

8 Heb. The 
soul of blets- 
ing. 

t Ps. vii. 15, 
16 &ix. 1.5, 
16. &x. 2. 
&lvii. 6. 
u Ps. i. 3. & 
lii. 8. & xcii. 
12, &c. Jer. 
xvii. 8. 


y Heb. taketh. 


X I Pet. iv. 
17, 18. 



He that is ^void of wisdom despiseth his neighbour: but a 12 
man of understanding holdeth his peace. 

A ™ talebearer revealeth secrets : but he that is of a faithful 13 
spirit concealeth the matter. 

“ Where no council is^ the people fall: but in the multitude 14 
of councillors there is safety. 

He that is surety for a stranger "shall smart for it : and he 15 
that hateth p suretiship is sure. 

A gracious woman retaineth honour : and strong men retain 16 
riches. 

The merciful man doeth good to his own soul : but he that is 17 
cruel troubleth his own flesh. 

The wicked worketh a deceitful work : but to him that soweth is 
righteousness shall be a sure reward. 

As righteousness tendeth to life: so he that pursueth evil 19 
pursueth it to his own death. 

Tliey that are of a froward heart are abomination to the 20 
Lord : but such as are upright in their way are his delight. 

Though hand join in hand, the wicked shall not be un- 21 
punished : but the seed of the righteous shall be delivered. 

As a jewel of gold in a swine’s snout, so is a fair woman which 22 
^is without discretion. 

The desire of the righteous is only good : but the expectation 23 
of the wicked is wrath. 

There is that scattereth, and yet increaseth ; and there is that 24 
withholdeth more than is meet, but it tendeth to poverty. 

^ ® The liberal soul shall be made fat : and he that watereth 25 
shall be watered also himself. 

He that withholdeth corn, the people shall curse him : but 26 
blessings shall be upon the head of him that selleth it 

He that diligently seeketh good procureth favour : ^ but he 27 
that seeketh mischief, it shall come unto him. 

He that trusteth in his riches shall fall : but ^ the righteous 28 
shall flourish as a branch. 

He that troubleth his own house shall inherit the wind : and 29 
the fool shall he servant to the wise of heart. 

The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life ; and he that ^ win- 30 
neth souls is wise. 

^ Behold, the righteous shall be recompensed in the earth : 31 
much more the wicked and the sinner. 


PROVERBS XII. 

Whoso loveth instruction loveth knowledge : but he that hateth 1 
reproof is brutish. 

A good man obtaineth favour of the Lord: but a man of 2 
wicked devices will he condemn. 

A man shall not be established by wickedness : but the y root 3 
of the righteous shall not be moved. 


y ch. X. 25. 
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4 * A virtuous woman is a crown to her husband : but she that A.c. 984. 

maketh ashamed is as rottenness in his bones. z fcorflZ^. 

5 The thoughts of the righteous are right : hut the counsels of 
the wicked are deceit. 

6 ^ The words of the wicked are to lie in wait for blood : but the ach. i, ii.is. 
mouth of the upright shall deliver them. 

7 ^ The wicked are overthrown, and are not : but the house of b ps xxxvii. 

the rigliteous shall stand. -^y.ch.xi. 

8 A man shall be commended according to his wisdom : but 
he that is ® of a perverse heart shall be despised. 

9 He that is despised, and hath a servant, is better than he that "" 
honoureth himself, and lacketh bread. 

10 A righteous man regardeth the life of his beast : but the 

^ tender mercies of the wicked are cruel. d or, bowein. 

11 ® He that tilleth his land shall be satisfied with bread: but e ch. xxviii. 
he that followeth vain persons is void of understanding. 

12 The wicked desireth ^the net of evil men: but the root 

the righteous yieldeth^wzV. g ueb. The 

13 The wicked is snared by the transgression of his ' Zicked{i^L 
but the just shall come out of trouble. 

14 ^ A man shall be satisfied with good by the fruit of his mouth : h ch. xyiii.r. 
and the recompence of a man^s hands shall be rendered unto him. ^ 

15 ^The way of a fool is right in his own eyes: but he that kch. m. 7. 
hearkeneth unto counsel is wise. 

16 A fool’s wrath is ^presently known: but a prudent man \ Beh. in that 
covereth shame. 

17 ^ He that speaketh the truth sheweth forth righteousness ch.xiv. s. 
but a false witness deceit. 

18 ^ There is that speaketh like the piercings of a sword: but 
the tongue of the wise is health. 

19 The lip of truth shall be established for ever : but a lying 
tongue is but for a moment. 

20 Deceit is in the heart of them that imagine evil : but to the 
counsellors of peace is joy. 

21 There shall no evil happen to the just : but the wicked shall 
be filled with mischief. 

22 Lying lips are abomination to the Lord : but they that 
deal truly are his delight. 

23 ° A prudent man concealeth knowledge : but the heart of ® 
fools proclaimeth foolishness. 

24 P The hand of the diligent shall bear rule : but the slothful p 

shall be under tribute. ’ 

25 ^ Heaviness in the heart of man maketh it stoop : but a good ^ is. 
word maketh it glad. 

26 The righteous is more ® excellent than his neighbour: but 
the way of the wicked seduceth them. 

27 The slothful man roasteth not that which he took in hunt- 
ing : but the substance of a diligent man is precious. 
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PERIOD FIFTH. 


[part VI, 


A.C. 984. 


In the way of righteousness is life; and in the pathway 28 
thereof there is no death. 


I ch. xii. 14. 


PROVERBS XIII. 

A wise son heareth his father’s instruction : but a scorner i 
heareth not rebuke. 

* A man shall eat good by the fruit of his mouth : but the 2 
soul of the transgressors shall eat violence. 

He that keepeth his mouth keepeth his life: but he that 3 
openeth wide his lips shall have destruction. 

The soul of the sluggard desireth, and hath nothing: but 4 
the soul of the diligent shall be made fat. 

A righteous man hateth lying : but a wicked man is loath- 5 
some, and cometh to shame. 

uch.xi.3.5,6. u Righteousness keepeth him that is upright in the way: but 6 
xHeb.««. wickedness overthroweth ’^the sinner. 

There is that maketh himself rich, yet hath nothing: there is 7 
that maketh himself poor, yet hath great riches. 

The ransom of a man’s life are his riches : but the poor 8 
heareth not rebuke. 

6 The light of the righteous rejoiceth: ^but the ^lamp of the 9 

z'or, caiidie, wicked shall be put out. 

Only by pride cometh contention: but with the well advised lo 
is wisdom. 

® Wealth ffotten by vanity shall be diminished: but he that li 
gathereth ^ by labour shall increase. 

Hope deferred maketh the heart sick : but when the desire 12 
cometh, it is a tree of life. 

Whoso despiseth the word shall be destroyed : but he that 13 
c Or, shall he feareth the commandment ® shall be rewarded. 

^ The law of the wise is a fountain of life, to depart from the 14 
snares of death. 

Good understanding giveth favour : but the way of trans- 15 
gressors is hard. 

® Every prudent man dealeth with knowledge : but a fool 16 
^layeth open his folly. 

^ A wicked messenger falleth into mischief: but^a faithful 17 

health. 

Poverty and shame shall be to him that refuseth instruction : 18 
but he that regardeth reproof shall be honoured. 

The desire accomplished is sweet to the soul : but it is 19 
abomination to fools to depart from evil. 

He that walketh with wise men shall be wise: but a com- 20 
Vlroken"^^^ panioR of fools ^ shall be destroyed. 

e ro en. ginners : but to the righteous good shall be 21 

repayed. 

ijobxxvii. A good man leaveth an inheritance to his children’s child- 22 
16, 17 . YQn • and i |;he wealth of the sinner is laid up for the just. 


a ch. X. 2. & 
XX. 21. 
b ITeb. wilh 
the hand. 


tn peace, 

d ch. xiv. 27. 


e ch. xii. 23. 
& XV. 2. 
f Heb. spread- 
eth. 

g Heb. an 
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23 ^ Much food is in the tillage of the poor : but there is that is A.c. 984 . 

destroyed for want of judgment. kdriiTTl! 

24 ^ He that spareth his rod hateth his son : but he that loveth ich. xxui.is, 
him chasteneth him betimes. 

25 ™ The righteous eateth to the satisfying of his soul : but the 

belly of the wicked shall want. 3 . 

PROVERBS XIV. 

1 Every wise woman buildeth her house : but the foolish 
plucketh it down with her hands. 

2 He that walketh in his uprightness feareth the Lord : ” but n Job xii. 4. 
he that is perverse in his ways despiseth him. 

3 In the mouth of the foolish is a rod of pride: but the lips 
of the wise shall preserve them. 

4 Where no oxen are^ the crib is clean : but much increase is 
by the strength of the ox. 

5 ® A faithful witness will not He : but a false witness will " 

XXlll. 1. cll. 

utter lies. vi. 19. &xii. 

6 A scorn er seeketh wisdom, and it not; but p know- J di. viu. 9. 

ledge is easy unto him that understandeth. 

7 Go from the presence of a foolish man, when thou perceivest 
not m him the lips of knowledge. 

8 The wisdom of the prudent is to understand his way : but 
the folly of fools is deceit. 

9 ^ Fools make a mock at sin ; but among the righteous there q ch. x. 23. 
is favour. 

10 The heart knoweth ^ his own bitterness ; and a stranger doth ^ neb. ti 
not intermeddle with his joy. 

11 The house of the wicked shall be overthrown ; but the taber- 
nacle of the upright shall flourish. 

12 ® There is a way which seeraeth right unto a man, but the sch. xvi.25. 
end thereof are the ways of death. 

13 Even in laughter the heart is sorrowful; and the end of that 
mirth is heaviness. 

14 The backslider in heart shall be filled with his own ways : 
and a good man shall he satisfied from himself. 

15 The simple believeth every word; but the prudent man 
looketh well to his going. 

16 A wise man feareth, and departeth from evil; but the fool 
rageth, and is confident. 

17 He that is soon angry dealeth foolishly : and a man of 
wicked devices is hated. 

18 The simple inherit folly : but the prudent are crowned with 
knowledge. 

19 The evil bow before the good ; and the wicked at the gates 

of the righteous. ' tch. xix. 7. 

20 * The poor is hated even of his own neighbour: but the 

rich hath many friends. o/thench. 
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PERIOD FIFTH. 


[PART VI. 


X Ps. exit. 9. 


y ver. 5. 


z eh. xiii. 14. 


984, He that despiseth his neighbour sinneth : * but lie that hath 21 
mercy on the poor, happy is he. 

Do they not err that devise evil ? but mercy and truth shall 22 
be to them that devise good. 

In all labour there is profit : but the talk of the lips tendeth 23 
only to penury. 

The crown of the wise is their riches : but the foolishness of 24 
fools is folly. 

y A true witness delivereth souls : but a deceitful witness 25 
speaketh lies. 

In the fear of the Lord is strong confidence : and his child- 26 
ren shall have a place of refuge. 

* The fear of the Lord is a fountain of life, to depart from 27 
the snares of death. 

In the multitude of people is the king’s honour : but in the 28 
want of people is the destruction of the prince. 

He that is slow to wrath is of great understanding : but he 29 
that is * hasty of spirit exalteth folly. 

A sound heart is the life of the flesh : but envy the rotten- 30 
ness of the bones. 

^ He that oppresseth the poor reproacheth his Maker: but he 31 
that honoureth him hath mercy on the poor. 

The wicked is driven away in his wickedness: but the 32 
righteous hath hope in his death. 

Wisdom resteth in the heart of him that hath understanding : 33 
but that which is in the midst of fools is made known. 

Righteousness exalteth a nation : but sin is a reproach to 34 
any people. 

The king’s favour is toward a wise servant : but his wrath 35 
is against him that causeth shame. 


a Heb. short 
of spirit. 


b ch. xvii. 5 
Matt. XXV. 
40.45. 


c Heb. to na- 
tions. 


d ch. XXV. 15. 


ever. 28. ch. 
xii. 23. &xiii. 
16. 

f Heb. belch- 
eth, or, bub~ 
bleth. 

g Job xxxiv. 
21. ch. V. 21. 
Jer. xvi. 17. 

& xxxii. 1 9. 
Heb. iv. 13. 
h Heb. The 
healing of 
the tongue. 
i ch. X. 1. 


k ch. xxi. 27. 
la.i.ll.&lvi. 
3 Jer. vi. 20. 
& vii. 22. 
Amo8. V. 22. 


PROVERBS XV, 

A ^ soft answer turneth away wrath : but grievous wwds stir 
up anger. 

The tongue of the wise useth knowledge aright: ®but the 
mouth of fools ^poureth out foolishness. 

^ The eyes of the Lord are in every place, beholding the 
evil and the good. 

^ A wholesome tongue is a tree of life : but perverseness 
therein is a breach in the spirit. 

^ A fool despiseth his father’s instruction : but he that regard- 
eth reproof is prudent. 

In the house of the righteous is much treasure : but in the 
revenues of the wicked is trouble. 

The lips of the wise disperse knowledge : but the heart of 
the foolish doeth not so. 

^ The sacrifice of the wicked is an abomination to the Lord : 
but the prayer of the upright is his delight. 
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that is slow to 

& XXIX. 22. 


8 ch. X. 1. 


9 The way of the wicked is an abomination unto the Lord : A.c. 984. 
but he loveth him that followeth after righteousness. ' ^ ' 

10 ^ Correction is grievQus unto him that forsaketh the way : i or, /»- 

and he that hateth reproof shall die. •trucuon. 

11 "^Hell and destruction are before the Lord: how much m job xxvi. 
more then the hearts of the children of men ? 

12 A scorn er loveth not one that reprove th him : neither will he 
go unto the wise. 

13 ^ A merry heart maketh a cheerful countenance : but by sor- ^ ch.xvii. 22 . 
row of the heart the spirit is broken. 

14 The heart of him that hath understanding seeketh know- 
ledge : but the mouth of fools feedeth on foolishness. 

15 All the days of the afflicted are evil: but he that is of a 
merry heart hath a continual feast. 

16 ® Better is little with the fear of the Lord than great trea- 

sure and trouble therewith. 1 Tim. vi. e. 

17 P Better is a dinner of herbs where love is, than a stalled ox pc^ xvii. 1 . 
and hatred therewith. 

18 ^ A wrathful man stirreth up strife : but he 
anger appeaseth strife. 

19 The way of the slothful man is as an hedge of thorns : but 
the way of the righteous ^ is made plain. 

20 ® A wise son maketh a glad father : but a foolish man caufey. 
despiseth his mother. 

of understanding walketh uprightly. of heart. 

22 ^Without counsel purposes are disappointed: but in the ^ 
multitude of counsellors they are established. 

23 A man hath joy by the answer of his mouth : and a word 

spoken y in due season, how good is it ! «Son! 

24 ^ The way of life is above to the wise, that he may depart 20 . 

from hell beneath. ^ coi.xu. 1 , 2 . 

25 ^ The Lord will destroy the house of the proud : but he will ^ ^ 

establish the border of the widow. 

26 '^The thoughts of the wicked are an abomination to the 

Lord : but the words of the pure are ^ pleasant words. c Heb^word* 

27 He that is greedy of gain trouble th his own house ; but he 
that hateth gifts shall live. 

28 The heart of the righteous studieth to answer : but the mouth 
of the wicked poureth out evil things. 

29 ^ The Lord is far from the wicked : but ® he heareth the 

pr^er of the righteous. ePs.cxiv. is, 

30 The light of the eyes rejoiceth the heart: and a good report 
maketh the bones fat. 

31 The ear that heareth the reproof of life abideth among the toi.correc- 

WlSe. g Or, obeyeth. 

32 He that refuseth ^instruction despiseth his own soul: but he 
that « heareth reproof ^ getteth understanding. 

VOL. II. F 


* Folly is joy to him that is ^ destitute of wisdom : but a man 
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PERIOD FIFTH. 


[part VI. 


A.c. 984. The fear of the Lord is the instruction of wisdom; and 33 
ichTxviii. 12 . * before honour is humility. 


PROVERBS XVI. 


k ver. 9. ch. 
xix. 21 & XX. 
24, Jer. x. 23. 
1 Or, depos- 
ings. 

m ch. xxi. 2. 

n Ps. xxxvii. 
5. & Iv. 22. 
Matt, vi, 25. 
Luke xii. 22. 

1 Pet. V. 7. 
o Heb. Roll. 
p Job xxi. 30. 
q ch. vi. 17. & 
viii. 13. 
r Heb. Aeld 
innocent. 


a Ps. xxxvii. 
16. ch. XV. 16. 


u Heb. Divi- 
nation. 

X Lev. xix. 
36. ch. xi. 1, 
y Heb. all the 
stones. 


z ch. xix. 12. 
& XX. 2. 


b ch. viii. 11, 
19. 


c ch. xi. 2. & 
xviii. 12. 


d Or, He that 
understandeth 
a matter. 
e Ps. ii. 12. & 
xxxiv. 8. & 
cxxv. 1. Is. 
XXX. 18. Jer. 
xvii. 7. 


The ^ ^ preparations of the heart in man, and the answer of i 
the tongue, is from the Lord. 

^ All the ways of a man are clean in his own eyes ; but the 2 
Lord weigheth the spirits. 

Commit thy works unto the Lord, and thy thoughts shall 3 
be established. 

The Lord hath made all things for himself : p yea, even the 4 
wicked for the day of evil. 

^ Every one that is proud in heart is an abomination to 5 
the Lord : though hand join in hand, he shall not be ^ un- 
punished. 

By mercy and truth iniquity is purged : and by the fear of 6 
the Lord men depart from evil. 

When a man’s ways please the Lord, he maketh even his 7 
enemies to be at peace with him. 

® Better is a little with righteousness than great revenues 8 
without right. 

^ A man’s heart deviseth his way : but the Lord directeth 9 
his steps. 

^ A divine sentence is in the lips of the king : his mouth lo 
transgresseth not in judgment. 

^ A just weight and balance are the Lord’s: ^ all the weights ii 
of the bag are his work. 

It is an abomination to kings to commit wickedness : for the 12 
throne is established by righteousness. 

Righteous lips are the delight of kings ; and they love him 13 
that speaketh right. 

* The wrath of the king is as messengers of death : but a wise 14 
man will pacify it. 

In the light of the king’s countenance is life; and ^ his 15 
favour is as a cloud of the latter rain. 

^ How much better is it to get wisdom than gold ? and to get 16 
understanding rather to be chosen than silver ? 

The highway of the upright is to depart from evil : he that 17 
keepeth his way preserveth nis soul. 

® Pride goeth before destruction, and an haughty spirit before 18 
a fall. 

Better it is to be of an humble spirit with the lowly, than to 19 
divide the spoil with the proud. 

^ He that handleth a matter wisely shall find good : and 20 
whoso ®trusteth in the Lord, happy is he. 

The wise in heart shall be called prudent: and the sweetness 21 
of the lips increaseth learning. 

9 
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^Understanding is a wellspring of life unto him that hath it: A.C. 984, 
Lt the instruction of fools is folly. fch.xiii. 14! 


but the instruction of fools is folly. f ch. xhi. h. 

23 The heart of the wise teacheth his mouth, and addeth learn- gHeb.inaAre^A 
ing to his lips. 

24 Pleasant words are as an honeycomb, sweet to the soul, and 
health to the bones. 

25 ^ There is a way that seemeth right unto a man, but the end xiv. 12 . 
thereof are the ways of death. 

26 ^He that laboureth laboureth for himself: for his mouth iHeb. nc 

t soul of him 

^ craveth it 01 him. that latour^ 

27 ^ An ungodly man diggeth up evil : and in his lips there is as ^ Heb. boweth 

a burning fire. fSh 

28 A froward man “ soweth strife : and a whisperer separateth o/Beiiai. 

1 . r r * J m ch. vi. 14. 

chief iriends. 19. & xv. is. 

29 A violent man enticeth his neighbour, and leadeth him into xxiJ.l 2 ?^’^ 

the way that is not srood. « «««<<* 

TT. r J xLl _• yi^ethforth. 


the way that is not good. 

30 He shutteth his eyes to devise froward things : moving his 
lips he bringeth evil to pass. 

31 The hoary head is a crown of glory, if it be found in the way 
of righteousness. 

32 He that is slow to anger is better than the mighty ; and he 
that ruleth his spirit than he that taketh a city. 

33 The lot is cast into the lap; but the whole disposing thereof 
is of the Lord. 


PROVERBS XVII. 

1 Better is ° a dry morsel, and quietness therewith, than an 
house full of P sacrifices with strife. 

2 A wise servant shall have rule over a son that causeth 
shame, and shall have part of the inheritance among the 
brethren. 

3 *1 The fining pot is for silver, and the furnace for gold : but 
the Lord trieth the hearts. 

4 A wicked doer giveth heed to false lips ; and a liar giveth 
ear to a naughty tongue. 

5 ^ Whoso mocketh the poor reproache th his Maker : and he 
that is glad at calamities shall not be ® unpunished. 

6 ^ Children’s children are the crown of old men ; and the glory 
of children are their fathers. 

7 ^ Excellent speech becometh not a fool : much less do * lying 
lips a prince. 

8 y A gift IS os * a precious stone in the eyes of him that hath 
it : withersoever it turneth, it prospereth. 

9 ^ He that covereth a transgression ^ seeketh love ; but ® he 
that repeateth a matter separateth very friends. 

10 ^ A reproof entereth more into a wise man than an hundred 


p Or, good 
cheer. 


stripes into a fool. 


q Ps. xxvi. 2 . 
ch. xxvii. 21. 
Jer. xvii. 10. 
Mai. iii. 3. 
r ch. xiv. 81. 
s Heb. held 
innocent. 
t Ps. cxxvii. 
3. & cxxviii. 
3. 

u Heb. A lip 
of excellency, 
X Heb. a lip 
of lying. 
ych. xviii. 16. 
z Heb. a stone 
of grace. 
a ch. X. 12. 
b Or, pro- 
cureth. 
c ch. xvi. 28. 
d Or, A re- 
proof aweth 
more a wise 
man than to 
strike a fool 
an hundred 
times. 
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PERIOD FIFTH. [part vi. 


/ 984. An evil man seeketh only rebellion : therefore a cruel mes- ii 

senger shall be sent against him. 

Let a bear robbed of her whelps meet a man, rather than a 12 
fool in his folly. 

eRom.xii.i7. Whoso ® rewardeth evil for good, evil shall not depart from 13 
his house. ^ 

The beginning of strife is as when one letteth out water : 14 
therefore leave off contention, before it be meddled with. 
fEx. xxiii. 7 . ^He that justifieth the wicked, and he that condemneth the 15 
is.’v.^ 2 T^*' just, even they both are abomination to the Lord. 

Wherefore is there a price in the hand of a fool to get wisdom, 16 
seeing he hath no heart to it ? 

gch.xviii.24. « A friend loveth at all times, and a brother is born for ad- 17 
versity. 

h ch.^vi. 1 . & h ^ yqJJ Qf i understanding striketh hands, and becometh is 
iHeb. Aear^. Surety in the presence of his friend. 

He loveth transgression that loveth strife : and he that ex- 19 
alteth his gate seeketh destruction. 

k Heb. The ^ He that hath a froward heart findeth no good : and he that 20 
/roward of ^ perversc tongue falleth into mischief, 

ich. X. 1 . ^ He that begetteth a fool doeth it to his sorrow: and the 21 

father of a fool hath no joy. 

mch. XV. 13, m A merrv heart doeth good “ like a medicine ; but a broken 22 
n Or, toame- Spirit drietli the bones. 

dtctne. ^ wicked man taketh a gift out of the bosom to pervert the 23 

ways of judgment. 

oEccies. ii. ® Wisdom before him that hath understanding; but the 24 
14. & viii. 1 . ^ earth. 

pch X. 1 .& p A foolish son is a grief to his father, and bitterness to her 25 

XV, 20. & XIX. ,111. ® 

13. that bare him. 

Also to punish the just is not good, nor to strike princes for 26 
equity. 

q James i. 19, He that hath knowledge spareth his words : and a man of 27 
understanding is of an excellent spirit. 

8 job'xiii.5. ® Even a fool, when he holdeth his peace, is counted wise : 28 
and he that shutteth his lips is esteemed a man of understand- 
ing. 


PROVERBS XVlIl. 

Through ^ desire a man, having separated himself, seeketh 1 
him$elf seek- and intermeddleth with all wisdom. 

to ms deeire, ** delight in understanding, but that his heart 2 

TitoJinwet may discover itself. 

buainea*. When the wicked cometh, then cometh also contempt, and 3 
with ignominy reproach. 

uch. XX.5. “ The words of a man's mouth are as deep waters, and the 4 

wellspring of wisdom as a flowing brook. 
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5 ^It is not good to accept the person of the wicked, to over- AX. 984^ 
throw the righteous in j udgment. 


_ _ _ xLev.xix. 15. 

6 A fool’s lips enter into contention, and his mouth calleth for 

strokes. xxiv.23. 

7 y A fool’s mouth is his destruction, and his lips are the snare y ch. x. u. & 

- - - - ^ xii. 13. & xiii. 

3. 


& xxvi. 22. 
a Or, whis- 

He also that is slothful in his work is brother to him that uke at 

when men are 
wounded. 


of his soul. 

8 ^ The words of a ^ talebearer are ^ as wounds, and they go z ch. xh. is. 
down into the ® innermost parts of the belly. 

9 

a great waster, 

10 ^The name of the Lord is a strong tower: the righteous c Heb. cham- 

runneth into it, and ®is safe. d^Ps. xviii. 2 . 

11 ^The rich man’s wealth is his strong city, and as an high 1 . & 

wall in his own conceit. e Heb. '%» set 

12 s Before destruction the heart of man is haughty, and before fciff x. 15. 

honour is humility. Iv^ss^&xvi 

13 He that ^ answereth a matter before he heareth iV, it is folly is. 

and shame unto him. etk a word. 

14 The spirit of a man will sustain his infirmity; but a wounded 
spirit who can bear ? 

15 The heart of the prudent getteth knowledge ; and the ear of 
the wise seeketh knowledge. 

16 ^A man’s gift maketh room for him, and bringeth him i ch. xvii. s. 
before great men. 

17 He that is first in his* own cause seemeth just; but his neigh- 
bour cometh and searcheth him. 

18 The lot causeth contentions to cease, and parteth between 
the mighty. 

19 A brother offended is harder to he won than a strong city : 
and their contentions are like the bars of a castle. 

20 ^ A man’s belly shall be satisfied with the fruit of his mouth; 
and with the increase of his lips shall he be filled. 

21 Death and life are in the power of the tongue; and they that 
love it shall eat the fruit thereof. 

22 ^ Whoso findeth a wife findeth a good and obtaineth ' 

favour of the Lord. 

23 The poor useth intreaties; but the rich answereth ^ roughly, m James u. 3 . 

24 A man that hath friends must shew himself friendly : “ and ^^ch.xvii.ir. 
there is a friend that sticketh closer than a brother. 


PROVERBS XIX. 

1 Better ® is the poor that walketh in his integrity, than he that ° 
is perverse in his lips, and is a fool. 

2 Also, that the soul be without knowledge, it is not good ; 
and he that hasteth with his feet sinneth. 

3 The foolishness of man perverteth his way : and his heart 
fretteth against the Lord. 
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PERIOD FIFTH. 


[part VI, 


A.C. 984. 

p ch. xiv. 20, 

qEx. xxlii. 1. 
Deut. xix. 16. 
19. ch. vi. 19. 
& xxi. 28. 
r Heb. held 
innocent. 

8 Heb. a man 
of gift*. 
t ch. xiv. 20. 


u Heb. an 
heart. 


y ch. XXX. 22. 
Eccles. X. 6, 7. 

7, ch. xiv. 29. 
a Or, pru- 
dence. 

b ch. xvi. 14, 
15. & XX. 2. 

& xxviii. 15. 

c ch. X. 1. & 
XV. 20. & 
xvii. 21. 25. 
d ch. xxi. 9. 
19. & xxvii. 
15. 

e ch. xviii. 22. 

f ch. X. 4. & 
XX. 13. 
g Luke xi. 28. 


h Matt. X. 42. 
& XXV. 40. 

2 Cor.ix. 6, 7. 
i Or, hi* deed. 
k ch. xiii. 24. 
& xxiii. 13. & 
xxix. 17. 

1 Or, to hi* 
destruction, 
or, to cause 
him to die. 
m Heb. add. 

n Job xxiii. 
13. Ps. xxxiii. 
10,11. ch. xvi. 
1.9. Is. xlvi. 
10. 


o ch. XV. 19. 
& xxvi. 13. 
15. 

p ch. xxi. 11. 
q Heb. will be 
cunning. 


P Wealth maketh many friends; but the poor is separated 4 
from his neighbour. 

^ A false witness shall not be ' unpunished, and he that speak- 5 
eth lies shall not escape. 

Many will intreat the favour of the prince : and every man 6 
is a friend to " him that ffiveth gifts. 

* All the brethren of the poor do hate him : how much more 7 
do his friends go far from him? he pursueth them with words, 
yet they are wanting to him. 

He that getteth wisdom loveth his own soul : he that 8 
keepeth understanding shall find good. 

^ A false witness shall not be unpunished, and he that speak- 9 
eth lies shall perish. 

Delight is not seemly for a fool ; much less ^ for a servant 10 
to have rule over princes. 

* The ® discretion of a man deferreth his anger ; and it is his 1 1 
glory to pass over a transgression. 

^ The king’s wrath is as the roaring of a lion ; but his favour 12 
is as dew upon the grass. 

® A foolish son is the calamity of his father: ^ and the con- 13 
tentions of a wife are a continual dropping. 

House and riches are the inheritance of fathers ; and ®a pru- 14 
dent wife is from the Lord. 

Slothfulness caste th into a deep sleeg; and an idle soul shall 15 
^ suffer hunger. 

^ He that keepeth the commandment keepeth his own soul; 16 
but he that despiseth his way shall die. 

^ He that hath pity upon the poor lendeth unto the Lord ; 17 
and ‘ that which he hath given will he pay him again. 

^ Chasten thy son while there is hope, and let not thy soul 18 
^ spare for his crying. 

A man of great wrath shall suffer punishment: for if thou 19 
deliver him, yet thou must “ do it again. 

Hear counsel, and receive instruction, that thou mayest be 20 
wise in the latter end. 

“ There are many devices in a man's heart ; nevertheless the 21 
counsel of the Lord, that shall stand. 

The desire of man is his kindness : and a poor man is better 22 
than a liar. 

The fear of the Lord tendeth to life : and he that hath it 23 
shall abide satisfied ; he shall not be visited with evil. 

® A slothful man hideth his hand in his bosom, and will not 24 
so much as bring it to his mouth again. 

P Smite a scorner, and the simple ^ will beware : and reprove 25 
one that hath understanding, and he will understand know- 
ledge. 

He that wasteth his father, and chaseth away his mother, is 26 
a son that causeth shame, and bringeth reproach. 
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27 Cease, my son, to hear the instruction that causeth to err A.C. 984 

from the words of knowledge. ' * 

28 ^ An unffodlv witness scorneth judgment ; and the mouth of ^ 
the wicked devoureth iniquity. 

29 Judgments are prepared for scorners, and stripes for the 
back of fools. 


ch. xvi. 14. 
xix. 12. 


f winter* 


PROVERBS XX. 

1 Wine is a mocker, strong drink is raging : and whosoever is 
deceived thereby is not wise. 

2 ® The fear of a kin^ is as the roaring of a lion : whoso pro- 
voketh him to anger sinneth against his own soul. 

3 It is an honour for a man to cease from strife : but every 
fool will be meddling. 

4 ^ The sluggard will not plough by reason of the " cold; there- 
fore shall he beg in harvest, and have nothing. 

5 ^ Counsel in the heart of man is like deep water ; but a man ^ 
of understanding will draw it out. 

6 Most men will proclaim every one his own ^ goodness : but ^ bounty. 
a faithful man who can find ? 

7 The just man walketh in his integrity: ^ his children are * 2* 

blessed after him. 

8 A king that sitteth in the throne of judgment scattereth 
away all evil with his eyes. 

9 ® Who can say, I have made my heart clean, I am pure from J6!?ch^vi! 
my sin ? 

10 ^ ^ Divers weights, awJ divers measures, both of them are EccieLvii. 20 . 

alike abomination to the Lord. i o^ut/xxV. 

11 Even a child is known by his doings, whether his work be 
pure, and whether it be right. 

12 ® The hearing ear, and the seeing eye, the Lord hath made d Heb. an 

even both of them. ^ 

13 ^Love not sleep, lest thou come to poverty; open thine 11 . 

eyes, and thou shalt be satisfied with bread. f ch. xii.'ii & 

14 It is naught, it is naught, saith the buyer : but when he is 
gone his way, then he boasteth. 

15 There is gold, and a multitude of rubies : but the lips of 
knowledge are a precious jewel. 

16 ^ Take his garment that is surety for a stranger : and take a gch. xxvii. 
pledge of him for a strange woman. 

17 Bread of deceit is sweet to a man; but afterwards his 

mouth shall be filled with gravel. of lying, oxy 

18 purpose is established by counsel: and with good k ch. xv.‘ 22 . 

advice make war. j 

19 ^ He that goeth about as a talebearer revealeth secrets : m dr, 
therefore meddle not with him that "'flattereth with his lips. nEx. xxi.ir. 

20 Whoso curseth his father or his mother, his ° lamp shall be 

put out in obscure darkness. 0 or, candle. 
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PERIOD FIFTH. 


[part YU 


A.C. 984. 


pDeut.xxxii. 
35. ch. xvii. 
13.&xxiv.29. 
Rom. xii. 17, 
19. 1 Thess. 

V. 15. 1 Pet. 
iii. 9. 
q ver. 10. 
r Heb. ba- 
lances of 
deceit. 

s Ps. xxxvii. 
23. ch. xvi. 9. 
Jer. X. 23. 
t Ps. ci. 5. 

&c. ver. 8. 

u Or, lamp. 


X Ps. ci. 1. 
ch. xxix. 14. 

y ch xvi. 31. 


z Heb is a 
purging medi- 
cine against 
evil. 


a ch. xvi. 2. 


b 1 Sara. XV. 
22. ch. XV. 8. 
Is. i. 11. Hos. 
vi. 6. Mic. vi. 
7, 8. 

c ch. vi. 17. 
dHeb. 
Haughtiness 
of eyes. 
e Or, the light 
of the wicked. 
f ch. X.2. & 
xiii. 11. 
g Heb. saw 
thern, or, 
dwell with 
them. 


hch. xix. 13. 
8c XXV. 24. & 
xxvii. 15. 
i Heb. a wo- 
man of con- 
tentions. 
k Heb. an 
house of so- 
ciety. 

1 James iv. 5. 
in Heb. is not 
favoured. 
n ch. xix. 25. 

o Matt, xviii. 
30, &c. 


An inheritance may he gotten hastily at the beginning; but 21 
the end thereof shall not be blessed. 

P Say not thou, I will recompense evil ; hut wait on the 22 
Lord, and he shall save thee. 

Divers weights are an abomination unto the Lord ; and 23 
^ a false balance is not good. 

® Man^s goings are of the Lord ; how can a man then under- 24 
stand his own way ? 

It is a snare to the man who devoureth that which is holy, 25 
and after vows to make enquiry. 

* A wise king scattereth the wicked, and bringeth the wheel 26 
over them. 

The spirit of man is the '^candle of the Lord, searching all 27 
the inward parts of the belly. 

^ Mercy and truth preserve the king : and his throne is up- 28 
holden by mercy. 

The glory of young men is their strength : and ^ the beauty 29 
of old men is the grey head. 

The blueness of a wound * cleanseth away evil : so do stripes 30 
the inward parts of the belly. 

PROVERBS XXI. 

The king’s heart is in the hand of the Lord, as the rivers 1 
of water : he turneth it whithersoever he will. 

® Every way of a man is right in his own eyes : but the Lord 2 
poDdereth the hearts. 

^ To do justice and judgment is more acceptable to the Lord 3 
than sacrifice. 

® ^ An high look, and a proud heart, and ® the plowing of 4 
the wicked, is sin. 

The thoughts of the diligent tend only to plenteousness ; but 5 
of every one that is heisty only to want. 

^The getting of treasures by a lying tongue is a vanity tossed 6 
to and fro of them that seek death. 

The robbery of the wicked shall ^ destroy them ; because 7 
they refuse to do judgment. 

The way of man wfroward and strange : but as for the pure, 8 
his work is right. 

^ It is better to dwell in a corner of the housetop, than with 9 
a ^brawling woman in ^ a wide house. 

' The soul of the wicked desireth evil : his neighbour ™ find- 10 
eth no favour in his eyes. 

“ When the scorner is punished, the simple is made wise : 11 
and when the wise is instructed, he receiveth knowledge. 

The righteous man wisely considereth the house of the wicked : 12 
hut God overthroweth the wicked for their wickedness. 

® Whoso stoppeth his ears at the cry of the poor, he also shall 13 
cry himself, but shall not be heard. 
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14 P A gift in secret pacifieth anger : and a reward in the bosom 
strong wrath. 

15 It is joy to the just to do judgment : but destruction shall be 
to the workers of iniquity. 

16 The man that wandereth out of the way of understanding 
shall remain in the congregation of the dead. 

17 He that loveth ^pleasure shall be a poor man : he that loveth 
wine and oil shall not be rich. 

18 ^ The wicked shall be a ransom for the righteous, and the 
transgressor for the upright. 

19 ^ It is better to dwell Mn the wilderness, than with a conten- 
tious and an angry woman. 

20 There is treasure to be desired and oil in the dwelling of the 
wise ; but a foolish man spendeth it up. 

21 He that followeth after righteousness and mercy findeth life, 
righteousness, and honour. 

22 A wise man scaleth the city of the mighty, and casteth 
down the strength of the confidence thereof. 

23 ^ Whoso keepeth his mouth and his tongue keepeth his soul 
from troubles. 

24 Proud and haughty scorner is his name, who dealeth ^ in 
proud wrath. 

25 * The desire of the slothful killeth him ; for his hands refuse 
to labour. 

26 He coveteth greedily all the day long : but the ^ righteous 
giveth and spareth not. 

27 ^ The sacrifice of the wicked is abomination : how much more, 
when he bringeth it ® with a wicked mind ? 

28 ® A false witness shall perish : but the man that heareth 
speaketh constantly. 

29 A wicked man hardeneth his face : buta5 for the upright, he 
^directeth his way. 

30 ^ There is no wisdom nor understanding nor counsel against 
the Lord. 

31 ^ The horse is prepared against the day of battle : but ‘ ^ safety 
is of the Lord. 


A.C. 984. 

p ch, xvii. 8. 
23. & xviii. 
16. 


q Or, sport. 
r ch. xi. 8. 


8 ver. 9. 
t Heb. in the 
land of the 
desert. 


u Eccles. ir. 
14, &c. 


X ch. xii. 13. 
& xviii. 21. 

y Heb. in the 
wrath of 
pride. 

z ch. xiii. 4. 


a Ps. cxii. 9. 


b Pb. 1. 9. ch. 
XV. 8. Is.lxvi. 
3. Jer. vi. 20. 
Amos V. 22. 
c Heb. in 
wickedness t 
d ch. xix- 5, 

9. 

e Heb. A wit- 
ness of lies. 
f Or, consi- 
der eth. 
g Jer. ix. 23. 
h Ps. xxxiii. 
17. 

i Ps. iii. 8. 
k Or, victory^ 


PROVERBS XXII. 

1 ^ A good name is rather to be chosen than great riches, and lEccies.vii.i. 

^ loving favour rather than silver and gold. m Or, favour 

2 The rich and poor meet together : the Lord the maker 

of them all. ^ 

3 ® A prudent man foreseeth the evil, and hideth himself: but xxvu. 
the simple pass on, and are punished. 

4 P ^ By humility and the fear of the Lord are riches, honour, p pj- 

and life. ward of humt- 

5 Thorns and snares are iii the way of the froward : he that 
doth keep his soul shall be far from them. 
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PERIOD FIFTH. 


[part VI. 


A.C. 984. 


r Or, Cate- 
chise. 

8 Heb. in his 
way. 

t Heb. to the 
man that 
lendeth. 
u Job iv. 8. 
Hos. X. IS. 

X Or, and 
with the rod 
of his anger 
he shall be 
consumed. 
y 2 Cor. ix. 6. 
z Heb. Good 
of eye. 
a Ps. ci. 6. 
b Or, and hath 
grace in his 
tips. 

c Or, tJie mat- 
ters. 

dch.xxvi. 13. 

e ch. ii. 16. & 
V. 3. & vii. 5. 
& xxiii. 27. 
fch.xiii. 24. 

& xix. 1 8. & 
xxiii. 13, 14. 

& xxix. 15, 

17. 


^ Train up a child ® in the way he should go : and when he is 6 
old, he will not depart from it. 

The rich ruleth over the poor, and the borrower is servant 7 
* to the lender. 

He that soweth iniquity shall reap vanity : ^ and the rod 8 
of his anger shall fail. 

y * He that hath a bountiful eye shall be blessed ; for he giveth g 
of his bread to the poor. 

Cast out the scorner, and contention shall go out ; yea, strife lo 
and reproach shall cease. 

® He that loveth pureness of heart, ^/br the grace of his lips ii 
the king shall be his friend. 

The eyes of the Lord preserve knowledge, and he over- 12 
throweth ® the words of the transgressor. 

^ The slothful man saith, There is a lion without, I shall be 13 
slain in the streets. 

® The mouth of strange women is a deep pit : he that is 14 
abhorred of the Lord shall fall therein. 

Foolishness is bound in the heart of a child ; hut ^the rod of J5 
correction shall drive it far from him. 

He that oppresseth the poor to increase his riches^ and he that 16 
giveth to the rich, shall surely come to want. 

PART III 

PROVERBS XXII, VER. I7j TO THE END. 

Bow down thine ear, and hear the words of the wise, and 17 
apply thine heart unto my knowledge.' 

For it is a pleasant thing if thou keep them ^ within thee; 18 
they shall withal be fitted in thy lips. 

That thy trust may be in the Lord, I have made known to 19 
thee this day, ^ even to thee. 

Have not I written to thee excellent things in counsels and 20 
knowledge, 

That I might make thee know the certainty of the words of 21 
truth ; that thou mightest answer the words of truth ^ to them 
that send unto thee ? 

^ Rob not the poor, because he is poor : ^ neither oppress the 22 
afflicted in the gate ; 

For the Lord will plead their cause, and spoil the soul of 23 
those that spoiled them. 

Make no friendship with an angry man; and with a furious 24 
man thou shalt not go : 

Lest thou learn his ways, and get a snare to thy soul. 25 

” Be not thou one of them that strike hands, or of them that 26 
are sureties for debts. 

Part iii. comprises chap. xxii. ver. 17* to the end of chap. xxiv. The tutor is supposed to 
instruct his pupil as if he were present. He drops the style of proverbs, and exhorts in a more pon- 
nected manner. 


g Heb. in thy 
belly. 


h Or, trust 
thou also. 


i Ot, to those 
that send thee. 

k Job xxxi. 
16. 21. 

1 Zech. vii. 
10 . 

m ch. xxiii. 
11 . 


n ch. vL I & 
xi. 15. 
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27 If thou hast nothing to pay, why should he take away thy A.c. 984. 

bed from under thee ? ' 

28 ° Remove not the ancient p landmark, which thy fathers have 


set. 


. & xxvii. 
17. ch. xxiii. 

29 Seest thou a man diligent in his business ? he shall stand be- p Or, bound. 
fore kings ; he shall not stand before ^ mean mm. 


q'Heb. obacure 
men. 


PROVERBS XXIII. 


1 When thou sittest to eat with a ruler, consider diligently 
what is before thee : 

2 And put a knife to thy throat, if thou he a man given to appe- 
tite. 

3 Be not desirous of his dainties : for they are deceitful meat. 

4 ^Labour not to be rich : cease from thine own wisdom. riTim.vi.9. 

5 ® Wilt thou set thine eyes upon that which is not ? for riches I Heb. wue 

certainly make themselves wings ; they fly away as an eagle fh]nfeye7io 
toward heaven. fly »pon. 

6 Eat thou not the bread of him that hath an evil eye, nei- 
ther desire thou his dainty meats : 

7 For as he thinketh in his heart, so z^he : Eat and drink, saith 
he to thee ; but his heart is not with thee. 

8 The morsel which thou hast eaten shalt thou vomit up, and 
lose thy sweet words. 

9 Speak not in the ears of a fool : for he will despise the wis- 
dom of thy words. 

10 * Remove not the old ^ landmark ; and enter not into the fields 5 xxvii 

of the fatherless : ch. xxii. 

11 ^For their redeemer is mighty; he shall plead their cause u Or, bound. 

with thee. ^ ^ ^ 

12 Apply thine heart unto instruction, and thine ears to the 25 . 
words of knowledge. 

13 y Withhold not correction from the child: for ^thou y 

him with the rod, he shall not die. xxii. is. ’ 

14 Thou shalt beat him with the rod, and shalt deliver his soul 
from hell. 

15 My son, if thine heart be wise, my heart shall rejoice, ® even z pr. i 

mine. wm rejoice. 

16 Yea, my reins shall rejoice, when thy lips speak right 
things. 

17 ® Let not thine heart envy sinners : but be thou in the fear of 

the Lord all the day long. xxiv“i^^’^ 

18 ^ For surely there is an ® end ; and thine expectation shall not bch. xxiv.u. 

becutoflF. ^ ... 

19 Hear thou, my son, and be wise, and guide thine heart in the 
way. 

20 ^ Be not among wine bibbers ; among riotous eaters ® of flesh : d Rom. xiu. 

21 For the drunkard and the glutton shall come to poverty : 
and drowsiness shall clothe a man with rags. 
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PERIOD FIFTH. 


[part VI. 


A.c. 984. f Hearken unto thy father that begat thee, and despise not 22 
f ch. i. 8. thy mother when she is old. 


g ch. X. 1 . 

XV. 20. 


Buy the truth, and sell it not ; also wisdom, and instruction, 23 
and understanding. 

^ The father of the righteous shall greatly rejoice : and he 24 
that begetteth a wise child shall have joy of him. 

Thy father and thy mother shall be glad, and she that bare 25 
thee shall rejoice. 

My son, give me thine heart, and let thine eyes observe my 26 
ways. 

hch.xxii.i4. ^ For a whore is a deep ditch; and a strange woman is a 27 
narrow pit. 

^ ^ ^ pr^y? increaseth the 28 

robb^. transgressors among men. 

Us. V. 11.22. ^ Who hath woe ? who hath sorrow ? who hath contentions ? 29 

who hath babbling ? who hath wounds without cause ? who hath 
redness of eyes ? 

They that tarry long at the wine; they that go to seek mixed 30 
wine. 

Look not thou upon the wine when it is red, when it giveth 31 
his colour in the cup, when it moveth itself aright, 
m Or, a coc;fc- At the last it biteth like a serpent, and stingeth like “an 32 

adder. 

Thine eyes shall behold strange women, and thine heart shall 33 
utter perverse things. 

Yea, thou shalt be as he that lieth down “ in the midst of the 34 
sea, or as he that lieth upon the top of a mast. 

They have stricken me, shalt thou say^ and I was not sick ; 35 
oHeb./ftnew they have beaten me, and ® I felt it not : when shall I awake ? 

' I will seek it yet again. 


PROVERBS XXIV. 


p Ps. xxxvii. 
l,&c. &lxxiii. 
3. ch. xxiii. 
17. ver. 19. 
qPs. X. 7. 


r Heb. is in 
strength. 
frHeb. 
strengtheneih 
might, 
t ch. xi. 14, 
&XV. 22. & 
XX. 18. 


Be not thou p envious against evil men, neither desire to be l 
with them. 

^For their heart studieth destruction, and their lips talk of 2 
mischief. 

Through wisdom is an house builded ; and by understanding 3 
it is established : 

And by knowledge shall the chambers be filled with all pre- 4 
cious and pleasant riches. 

A wise man ' is strong ; yea, a man of knowledge ® increaseth 5 
stre^th. 

‘ For by wise counsel thou shalt make thy war : and in multi- 6 
tude of counsellors there is safety. 

Wisdom is too high for a fool : he openeth not his mouth in 7 
the gate. 

He that deviseth to do evil shall be called a mischievous a 
person. 
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9 The thought of foolishness is sin : and the scorner is an 'A.c. 984,^ 

abomination to men. ' ^ 

10 -/jT thou faint in the day of adversity, thy strength is ^ small. ^ Heb.«ar- 
1 ] * If thou forbear to deliver them that are drawn unto death, x vs. iixxii. 

and those that are ready to be slain ; 

12 If thou sayest, Behold, we knew it not; doth not he that 
pondereth the heart consider it ? and he that keepeth thy soul, 
doth not he know it ? and shall not he render to every man 

y according to his works ? y Job xxxiv. 

13 My son, eat thou honey, because it is good ; and the honey- Jer.ixxii. 
comb, which is sweet *to thy taste : 

14 ^ So shall the knowledge of wisdom he unto thy soul : when 2 Heb. upon 

thou hast found zV, ^ then there shall be a reward, and thy x^x^'io. 
expectation shall not be cut off. b 

15 Lay not wait, O wicked man^ against the dwelling of the is. 
righteous ; spoil not his resting place : 

16 ® For a just man falleth seven times, and risetli up again : 

but the wicked shall fall into mischief. & xxxvii. 24. 

17 ^ Rejoice not when thine enemy falleth, and let not thine dJobxxxi. 29 . 

heart be glad when he stumbleth : ch.‘ xvn'^ 5 .'^‘ 

18 Lest the Lord see iL and ® it displease him, and he turn away ® 
his wrath trom him. 

19 Fret not thyself because of evil men^ neither be thou envi- fPs. xxxvii. 
ous at the wicked ; 

20 For there shall be no reward to the evil man ; ^ the ^ candle fo?comp?ny 

of the wicked shall be put out. mththewick- 

21 My son, fear thou the Lord and the king : and meddle not h Job xviii. 5, 

with ^ them that are given to change : i 'o^^'fa^.^' 

22 For their calamity shall rise suddenly; and who knoweth , 
the ruin oi them both r 

23 These things also belong to the wise. ^ It is not good to have 

respect of persons in judgment. *vi-.i9. chi 

24 He that saith unto the wicked, Thou ar^ righteous; him ^xviR‘ 2 L 

shall the people curse, nations shall abhor him : xvins 

25 But to them that rebuke him shall be delight, and ^ a good R. v.’ 23 . 

1 1 . 1 11 ,1 ® ® nlleb. 

blessing shall come upon them, of good. 

26 Every man shall kiss his lips ® that giveth a right answer. ^an^erla^ 

27 Prepare thy work without, and make it fit for thyself in the nght words. 
field ; and afterwards build thine house. 


c Job V. 19. 
Ps. xxxiv, 19. 
& xxxvii. 24. 

i d Jobxxxi.29. 
Ps. XXXV. 15. 
ch. xvii 5. 

- e Heb it be 
evil in his eyes. 

fPs. xxxvii. 

1 . ch. xxiii. 
17. 


xvi. 19. ch. 
xviii. 5. & 
xxviii. 21. 
John vii. 24. 
mch.xvii. 15. 
Is. v. 23. 
n Heb. a bles- 
sing of good. 

0 Heb. that 
answereth 


28 Be not a witness against thy neighbour without cause ; and 
deceive not with thy lips. 

29 P Say not, I will do so to him as he hath done to me : I will p ch. xx. 22 . 
render to the man according to his wwk. 

30 I went by the field of the slothful, and by the vineyard of the 
man void of understanding ; 

31 And, lo, it was all grown over with thorns, and nettles had 
covered the face thereof, and the stone wall thereof was broken 
down. 
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PERIOD FIFTH. 


[part vr. 


A.c. 984.^ Then I saw, and ^ considered it well : I looked upon lY, and 32 
q Heb? ^ Toceived instruction. 

9 , ' ^ sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the hands 33 

to sleep : 

So snail thy poverty come as one that travelleth ; and thy 34 
want as ® an armed man. 


PART JV“. 


PROVERBS XXV. 

1 Observations about kings^ 8 and about avoiding causes of quarrels, and sundry causes 

tkereqf. 

These are also proverbs of Solomon, which the men of i 
Hezekiah king of Judah copied out. 

It is the glory of God to conceal a thing : but the honour of 2 
kings is to search out a matter. 

The heaven for height, and the earth for depth, and the heart 3 
of kings ^ is unsearchable. 

Take away the dross from the silver, and there shall come 4 
forth a vessel for the finer. 

Take away the wicked yrom before the king, and his throne 5 
shall be established in righteousness. 

^ Put not forth thyself in the presence of the king, and stand 6 
not in the place of great men : 

y For better it is that it be said unto thee. Come up hither; 1 
than that thou shouldest be put lower in the presence of the 
prince whom thine eyes have seen. 

Go not forth hastily to strive, lest thou know not what to do 8 
in the end thereof, when thy neighbour hath put thee to 
shame. 

^ 5 ^^’ * Debate thy cause with thy neighbour himself; and dis- 9 

a Or, discover cover not a secret to another : 

ofanothTr?* Lcst he that heareth it put thee to shame, and thine infamy lo 
turn not away. 

bueb. spoken A word ^ fitly spoken is like apples of gold in pictures ofii 
silver. 

As an earring of gold, and an ornament of fine gold, so w a 12 
wise reprover upon an obedient ear. 

cch. liu. 17. c snow in the time of harvest, so is a faithful 13 

messenger to them that send him : for he refresheth the soul of 
his masters. 

Whoso boasteth himself ^ of a false gift is like clouds and wind 14 
without rain. 

forbearing is a prince persuaded, and a soft tongue 15 
xvi. 14. breaketh the bone. 


t Heb. there 
is no search- 
ing. 


u ch. XX. 8. 


X Heb. Set 
not out thy 
glory. 

y Luke xiv. 
8 , 9 , 10 . 


Part the fourth is supposed to have been selected from a larger collection of Proverbs by the 
men of Hezekiah ; that is, by the prophets whom he employed to restore the service and writings 
of the church; — as Eliakim, Joah, and Shebna; and probably Hosea, Micahy and even Isaiah. 
All these flourished in the reign of Hezekiah, and endeavoured to revive true religion among the 
Jews. 
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16 

17 

18 

19 

20 


21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 


1 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 


Hast thou found honey ? eat so much as is sufficient for thee, A.c. 984. 
lest thou be filled therewith, and vomit it. 

^ Withdraw thy foot from thy neighbour’s house; lest he be ror.Letthy 
weary of thee, and so hate thee. inthyneigh^ 

A man that beareth false witness against his neighbour is a 
maul, and a sword, and a sharp arrow. 

Confidence in an unfaithful man in time of trouble is like a 
broken tooth, and a foot out of joint. 

As he that taketh away a garment in cold weather, and as 
vinegar upon nitre, so is he that singeth songs to an heavy 
heart. 

If thine enemy be hungry, give him bread to eat ; and if he 
be thirsty, give him water to drink : 

For thou shall heap coals of fire upon his head, and the 
Lord shall reward thee. 

^ The north wind driveth away rain : so doth an angary coun- 
tenance a backbiting tongue. bringeih forth 

^ It is better to dwell in the corner of the housetop, than with ^aZckbuing 
a brawling woman and in a wide house. ^angrycZn- 

As cola waters to a thirsty soul, so is good news from a far tenance. 

. J r> hch. xix.l3. 

country. &xxi.9. 19 . 

A righteous man falling down before the wicked is as a 
troubled fountain, and a corrupt spring. 

It is not good to eat much honey: so for meji to search their 
own glory is not glory. 

^ He that hath no rule over his own spirit is like a city that is i ch. xvi. 32 . 
broken down, and without walls. 


PROVERBS XXVI. 

Observations about foolsy 13 about sluggards, and about contentious busy-bodies. 

As snow in summer, and as rain in harvest, so honour is not 
seemly for a fool. 

As the bird by wandering, as the swallow by flying, so the 
curse causeless shall not come. 

^ A whip for the horse, a bridle for the ass, and a rod for the kPa.xxxii 9. 
fool’s back. ^ ^ 

Answer not a fool according to his folly, lest thou also be like 
unto him. 

Answer a fool according to his folly, lest he be wise in ^ bis * *** 

own conceit. 

He that sendeth a message by the hand of a fool cutteth off 
the feet, and drinketh damage. 

The legs of the lame "are not equal : so is a parable in the n nek are 
mouth of fools. 

® As he that bindeth a stone in a sling, so is he that giveth oOr, Ashe 

r _ X r 1 ihnt pulteth a 

IlOnOUr to a tool. precious e^o»e 

As a thorn goeth up into the hand of a drunkard, so is a 
parable in the mouth of fools. 
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PERIOD FIFTH. 


[PAET VI. 


A.C. 984. 

p Or, A greai 
man grieveth 
allf and he 
hireth the fool ^ 
he hireth alto 
transgrenort. 
q 2 Pet. li. 22. 
r Heb. iterat- 
eth hie folly. 

8 ch. xxii. 13. 


t ch. xix. 24. 
u Or, he ie 
weary. 


X Or, ie en- 
raged. 


y Heb./flmM, 
or sparks. 


z Heb. With- 
out wood. 
ach. xxii. 10. 
b Or, whis- 
perer. 

c Heb. ie si- 
lent. 

dch. XV. 18. 
& xxix. 22. 
e ch. xviii. 8. 
f Heb. cham- 
bers. 


h Ps. xxviii. 
3 Jer. ix. 8. 
i Heb. mak- 
eth hie voice 
gracious. 
k Or, Hatred 
ie covered in 
secret. 

1 Ps. vii. 15, 
16. 8c ix. 15. 
Eccles. X. 8. 


m Luke xii. 
19, 20. James 
iv. 13, &c. 
n Heb. to 
morrow day. 

o Heb. heavi- 
ness. 

p Heb. Wrath 
it cruelty^ and 
anger an over- 
flowing. 
q Ot, jealousy. 


P The great God that formed all things both rewardeth the 10 
! fool, and rewardeth transgressors. 

^ As a dog: returneth to his vomit, so a fool ^ returneth to his ii 
’ folly. 

Seest thou a man wise in his own conceit? there is more 12 
hope of a fool than of him. 

® The slothful man saith, There is a lion in the way ; a lion 13 
is in the streets. 

As the door turneth upon his hinges, so doth the slothful 14 
upon his bed. 

^ The slothful hideth his hand in his bosom ; “ it grieveth him 15 
to bring it again to his mouth. 

The sluggard is wiser in his own conceit than seven men 16 
that can render a reason. 

He that passeth by, and ^ meddle th with strife belonging not 17 
to him, is like one that taketh a dog by the ears. 

’ As a mad man who casteth ^ firebrands, arrows, and death, 18 

So is the man that deceiveth his neighbour, and saith. Am 19 
not I in sport ? 

* ® Where no wood is, there the fire goeth out : so where there 20 
is no ^ talebearer, the strife ® ceaseth. 

^ As coals are to burning coals, and wood to fire ; so is a con- 21 
tentious man to kindle strife. 

® The words of a talebearer are as wounds, and they go down 22 
into the ^innermost parts of the belly. 

Burning lips and a wicked heart are like a potsherd covered 23 
with silver dross. 

He that hateth ^ dissembleth with his lips, and layeth up 24 
deceit within him ; 

^ When he ^ speaketh fair, believe him not : for there are 25 
seven abominations in his heart. 

^ Whose hatred is covered by deceit, his wickedness shall be 26 
shewed before the whole congregation. 

1 Whoso diggeth a pit shall fall therein : and he that rolleth a 27 
stone, it will return upon him. 

A lying tongue hateth those that are afflicted by it ; and a 28 
flattering mouth worketh ruin. 

PROVERBS XXVII. 

1 Observations of self-love j 5 of true love, W of care to avoid offences, 23 and of the 

houshold care. 

Boast not thyself of ^ to morrow ; for thou knowest not l 
what a day may bring forth. 

Let another man praise thee, and not thine own mouth ; a 2 
stranger, and not thine own lips. 

A stone is ® heavy, and the sand weighty ; but a fooPs wrath 3 
; is heavier than them both. 

p Wrath is cruel, and anger is outrageous ; but who is able to 4 
. stand before ^ envy ? 
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5 rebuke is better than secret love. 

6 Faithful are the wounds of a friend ; but the kisses of an 
enemy are * deceitful. 

7 The full soul ^ loatheth an honeycomb ; but to the hungry 
soul every bitter thing is sweet. 

8 As a bird that wandereth from her nest, so is a man that 
wandereth from his place. 

9 Ointment and perfume rejoice the heart: so doth the sweet- 
ness of a man’s friend * by hearty counsel. 

10 Thine own friend, and thy father’s friend, forsake not; 
neither go into thy brotlier’s house in the day of thy cala- 
mity : for y better is a neighbour that is near than a brother 
far off. 

11 ^'My son, be wise, and make my heart glad, that I may 
answer him that reproache th me. 

12 ^ A prudent man foreseeth the evil, and hideth himself; hnt 
the simple pass on, and are punished. 

13 ^ Take his garment that is surety for a stranger, and take a 
pledge of him for a strange woman. 

14 He that blesseth his friend with a loud voice, rising early in 
the morning, it shall be counted a curse to him. 

15 ® A continual dropping in a very rainy day and a contentious 
woman are alike. 

16 Whosoever hideth her hideth the wind, and the ointment of 
his right hand, ivhich bewrayeth itself, 

17 Iron sharpeneth iron; so a man sharpeneth the countenance 
of his friend. 

18 Whoso keepeth the fig tree shall eat the fruit thereof: so he 
that waiteth on his master shall be honoured. 

19 As in water face answereth to face, so the heart of man to man. 

20 ^ Hell and destruction are ^ never full ; so ^ the eyes of man 
are never satisfied. 

21 ^ As the fining pot for silver, and the furnace for gold ; so is 
a man to his praise. 

22 Though thou shouldest bray a fool in a mortar among 
wheat with a pestle, yet will not his foolishness depart from 
him. 

23 Be thou diligent to know the state of thy flocks, and ^ look 
well to thy herds. 

24 For ^ riches are not for ever : and doth the crown endure ^ to 
every generation ? 

25 The hay appeareth, and the tender grass sheweth itself, and 
herbs of the mountains are gathered. 

26 The lambs are for thy clothing, and the goats are the price 
of the field. 

27 And thou shalt have goats’ milk enough for thy food, for 
the food of thy houshold, and for the * maintenance for thy 
maidens. 

VOL. II. G 


A.C. 984. 

r Ps. cxJi. 5. 

8 Or, earnest, 
or, frequent. 
t Heb. tread- 
eth under foot, 
u Job vi. 7. 


X Heb. from 
the counsel of 
the soul. 


y ch. xvii. 1 7- 
& xviii. 24. 


z ch . X . 1 . 
xxiii. 15. 24. 


b ch. XX 1C. 


c ch, xix. 13. 


d ch. XXX. 16. 
Hah. ii. 5. 
e Heb. not. 
f BUicles. i. 8. 
& vi. 7. 
g ch. xvii. 3. 


h Heb, set 
ihv heart. 
i Heb. 
strength. 
k Heb. to ge 
neration and 
generation. 


1 Heb. life. 
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PERIOD FIFTH. 


[part VI. 


A.C. 984. 


m Lev. xxvi. 
17. 36. 


n Or, by men 
of under- 
etanding and 
wisdom shall 
they likewise 
be prolonged. 
o Heb. with- 
out food. 


p eh. xix. 1. 


q ch. xxix. 3. 
r Or, feedelh 
gluttons. 
a ch. xiii. 22. 
Eccles. ii. 26. 
t Heb. by in- 
crease. 


u ch. xxvi, 
27. 


X Heb. in his 
eyes. 

y ver. 28. ch. 
xi.lO. & xxi*. 
2. Ecclea.x.6, 
z Or, sought 
for. 

a Ps. xxxli. 3. 
5. 1 John i, 8, 
9, 10. 

b Rora. ii. 5. 
& xi. 20. 


c Gen. ix. G. 
Ex. xxi. 14. 


d ch. xii. 11. 
e ch. xiii. J 1. 
& XX. 21. & 
xxlii. 4. ver. 
22. 1 Tim. Vi. 
9. 

f Or, un- 
punished, 
g ch. xviii. 5. 
& xxiv. 23. 


PROVERBS XXVIII. 

General observations of impiety and religious integrity • 

The ™ wicked flee when no man pursueth : but the righteous i 
are bold ^ a lion. 

For the transgression of a land many are the princes thereof : 2 
but "by a man of understanding and knowledge the state 
thereof shall be prolonged. 

A poor man that oppresseth the poor is like a sweeping rain 3 
° which leaveth no food. 

They that forsake the law praise the wicked: but such as 4 
keep the law contend with them. 

Evil men understand not judgment : but they that seek the 5 
Lord understand all things. 

P Better is the poor that walketli in his uprightness, than he 6 
that is perverse in his ways, tliough he he rich. 

^ Whoso keepeth the law is a wise son : but he that is a 7 
companion of riotous men shameth his father. 

® He that by usury and ^ unjust gain increaseth his substance, 8 
he shall gather it for him that will pity the poor. 

He that turneth away his ear from hearing the law, even his 9 
prayer shall he abomination. 

" Whoso causeth the righteous to go astray in an evil way, he 10 
shall fall himself into his own pit : but the upright shall have 
good things in possession. 

The rich man is wise * in his own conceit ; but the poor that 1 1 
hath understanding searcheth him out. 

y When righteous men do rejoice, there is great glory : but 12 
when the wicked rise, a man is ^ hidden. 

^ He that covereth his sins shall not prosper : but whoso con- 13 
fesseth and forsaketh them shall have mercy. 

Happy is the man that feareth alway : ^but he that hardeneth 14 
his heart shall fall into mischief. 

As a roaring lion, and a ranging bear ; so is a wicked ruler 15 
over the poor people. 

The prince that wanteth understanding is also a great op- 16 
pressor: but he that hateth covetousness shall prolong his 
days. 

® A man that doeth violence to the blood of any person shall 17 
flee to the pit ; let no man stay him. 

Whoso walketh uprightly shall be saved : but he that is per- 18 
verse in his ways shall fall at once. 

^ He that tilleth his land shall have plenty of bread : but he 19 
that folio weth after vain persons shall have poverty enough. 

A faithful man shall abound with blessings : ® but he that 20 
maketh haste to be rich shall not be ^innocent. 

^ To have respect of persons is not good : for for a piece of 21 
bread that man will transgress. 

9 
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22 ^ ^ He that hasteth to be rich hath an evil eye, and consider- 
eth not that poverty shall come upon him. 

23 ^ He that rebuketh a man afterwards shall find more favour 
than he that flattereth with the tongue. 

24 Whoso robbeth his father or his mother, and saith, It is no 
transgression ; the same ^ is the companion of a ™ destroyer. 

25 “ He that is of a proud heart stirreth up strife : but he that 
putteth his trust in the Lord shall be made fat. 

26 He that trusteth in his own heart is a fool: but whoso walk- 
eth wisely, he shall be delivered. 

27 ° He that giveth unto the poor shall not lack : but he that 
hideth his eyes shall have many a curse. 

28 P When the wicked rise, men hide themselves : but when 
they perish, the righteous increase. 

PROVERBS XXIX. 

I Observations of public government, 15 and of private. 22 Of angers pride, thievery, 

cowardice, and corruption. 

1 ^ He that being often reproved hardeneth his neck, shall 
suddenly be destroyed, and that without remedy. 

2 ® When the righteous are ^ in authority, the people rejoice : 
^ but when the wicked beareth rule, the people mourn. 

3 ^ Whoso loveth wisdom rejoiceth his father : ^ but he that 
keepeth company with harlots spendeth his substance. 

4 The kin^ by judgment establisheth the land: but ^ he that 
receiveth gifts overthroweth it. 

5 A man that flattereth his neighbour spreadeth a net for his 
feet. 

6 In the transgression of an evil man there is a snare : but the 
righteous doth sing and rejoice. 

7 ^ The righteous considereth the cause of the poor : hut the 
wicked regarde th not to know it 

8 Scornml men ® bring a city into a snare : but wise men 
turn away wrath. 

9 If Id wise man contendeth with a foolish man, whether he 
rage or laugh, there is no rest. 

10 ^^The Wood thirsty hate the upright: but the just seek his 
soul. 

II A ^ fool uttereth all his mind : but a wise man keepeth it in 
till afterwards. 

12 If a ruler hearken to lies, all his servants are wicked. 

13 The poor and Hhe deceitful man ^meet together: the Lord 
lighten eth both their eyes. 

14 ^ The king that faithfully judge th the poor, his throne shall 
be established for ever. 

15 ”^The rod and reproof give wisdom : but ” a child left to him- 
self hringeth his mother to shame. 

16 When the wicked are multiplied, transgression increjiseth : 
^ but the righteous shall sec their fall. 


A.C. 984. 

h Or, He that 
hath an evil 
eye hasteth to 
be rich. 
i ver. 20. 
k ch. xxvii. 

6 . 

1 ch. xviii. 9. 
mHeb. a man 
destroying. 
nch. xiii. 10. 


o Deut. XV. 7, 
&c. ch. xix. 
17. & xxii. 9. 
p ver. 12, ch. 
xxix. 2. 


q Heh. A man 
of reproofs 
T 1 Sam. ii. 2,'). 
2 Chr. xxxvi. 
10 ch. i. 21 — 
27 

s Estlier viii. 
15, ch, xi. 10, 
& xxviii. 12, 
28. 

t Or, in- 
creased. 
u Esther iii. 

15. 

X ch. X. 1. & 
XV. 20. & 
xxvii. 1 1. 
y ch. V, 9, 10. 
#vi. 26. & 
xxviii. 7. 
Luke XV. 13. 
30. 

z Heb. a man 
of oblations. 
a Job xxix, 

1 6. & xxxi. 

13. Ps. xli. 1. 
bch. xi. II. 

c Or, set a city 
on fire. 
d ]^ek. xxii. 
SO. 

eMatt. xi. 17. 
f Heb. Men 
of blood, 
g Gen iv. 5, 

8. 1 John iii. 
12 . 

h Judg. xvi. 

17. ch.xii. 16. 
& xiv. 33. 

i Or, the 
usurer, 
k ch. xxii. 2. 

1 ch. XX. 28. 
m ver. 17. 
n ch. X. 1. & 
xvii 21. 25. 

o Ps. xxxvii. 
36.&lviii. 10. 
& xci. 8 & 
xcii. 11. 
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PERIOD FIFTH. 


[part VI. 


A.C. 984. 

p ch. xiii. 24. 
& xix. 18. & 
xxii, 15. & 
xxiii. 13, 14. 
q Or, M made 
naked. 


I Or, in hi* 
matter*. 


8 ch. XV, 18. 
& xxvi. 21. 

t Jobxxii. 29. 
ch. XV. 33. & 
xviii. 12. 
Matt, xxiii 
12. Luke xiv. 
11 . 


u Heb. shall 
be set on high. 
X See Ps. XX. 
9. ch. xix. C. 
y Heb. the face 
of a ruler. 


P Correct thy son, and he shall give thee rest; yea, he shall 17 
give delight unto thy soul. 

^ Where there is no vision, the people perish : but he that 18 
keepeth the law, happy is he. 

A servant will not be corrected by words : for though he 19 
understand he will not answer. 

Seest thou a man that is hasty ^ in his words ? there is more 20 
hope of a fool than of him. 

He that delicately brihgeth up his servant from a child shall 21 
have him become his son at the length. 

® An angry man stirreth up strife, and a furious man abound- 22 
eth in transgression. 

* A man’s pride shall bring him low: but honour shall uphold 23 
the humble in spirit. 

Whoso is partner with a thief hateth his own soul: he 24 
heareth cursing, and bewray eth it not. 

The fear of man bringeth a snare : but whoso putteth his 25 
trust in the Lord “ shall be safe. 

* Many ^ seek the ruler’s favour; but every man’s judgment 2 O 
cometh from the Lord. 

An unjust man is an abomination to the just : and he that is 27 
upright in the way is abomination to the wicked. 


PART V 

PROVERBS XXX. 

1 Agur^s confession of his faith. 7 The two points of his prayer. 1 0 The meanest are 
not to he wronged. 11 Four wicked generations. 15 Four things insatiable. 
i 17 Parents are not to be despised. 18 Four things hard to be known. 21 Four 
things intolerable, 24 Four things exceeding wise. 29 Four things stately, 32 Wrath 
is to be prevented. 

The words of Agur the son of Jakeh, even the prophecy: the l 
man spake unto Ithiel, even unto Ithiel and Ucal, 

Surely I am more brutish than any man, and have not the 2 
understanding of a man. 

I neither learned wisdom, nor have the knowledge of the 3 
holy. 

Who hath ascended up into heaven, or descended ? who hath 4 
gathered the wind in his fists ? who hath bound the waters in 
a garment? who hath established all the ends of the earth? 
what is his name, and what is his son’s name, if thou canst 
tell? 


** Part V. consists only of two chapters, xxx. and xxxi. In the former are included the wise 
observations and instructions delivered by Agur, the son of Jakeh, to his pupils, Ithiel and Ucal. 
The thirty-first contains the precepts delivered to Lemuel by his mother, who was supposed to have 
been a Jewish woman, married to a neighbouring prince, and to have been anxious to establish the 
mind of her son in virtuous principles, and to unite him to a wife professing the same regard for 
religion. Others believe the mother of Lemuel to have been Abijah, the daughter of the high priest 
Zechariah, and mother of king Hezekiah. Others, that she was the mother of Solomon. — Vide 
Horne, Gray, Lightfoot. 



Part vi.] 


THE PROVERBS OF SOLOMON. 


85 


5 * Every word of God is * pure : ^ he is a shield unto them 
that put their trust in him. 

6 ^ Add thou not unto his words, lest he reprove thee, and 
thou be found a liar. 

7 Two things have I required of thee ; ^ deny me them not 
before I die ; 

8 Remove far from me vanity and lies : give me neither 
poverty nor riches ; ® feed me with food ^ convenient for me : 

9 ^ Lest I be full, and ^ deny thee^ and say. Who is the Lord ? 
or lest I be poor, and steal, and take the name of my God in 
vain, 

10 ' Accuse not a servant unto his master, lest he curse thee, 
and thou be found guilty. 

11 There is a generation that curseth their father, and doth not 
bless their mother. 

12 There is a generation ^ that are pure in their own eyes, and 
yet is not washed from their filthiness. 

13 There is a generation, O how Uofty are their eyes ! and their 
eyelids are lifted up. 

14 There is a generation, whose teeth are as swords, and their 
jaw teeth as knives, “ to devour the poor from oS the earth, and 
the needy from among men. 

15 The horseleach hath two daughters, crying^ Give, give. 
There are three things that are never satisfied, yea^ four things 
say not, ^ It is enough : 

16 P The grave ; and the barren womb ; the earth that is not 
filled with water ; and the fire that saith not, It is enough. 

17 ^ The eye that mocketh at his father, and despise th to obey 
his mother, the ravens of ^ the valley shall pick it out, and 
the young eagles shall eat it. 

18 There be three things which are too wonderful for me, yea, 
four which I know not : 

19 The way of an eagle in the air ; the way of a serpent upon 
a rock; the way of a ship in the ® midst of the sea; and the way 
of a man with a maid. 

20 Such is the way of an adulterous woman ; she eateth, and 
wipeth her mouth, and saith, I have done no wickedness. 

21 For three things the earth is disquieted, and for four which it 
cannot bear : 


A.C. 984. 

z Ps. xii. 6. & 
xviii. 30. & 
xix.8. &cxix. 
140. 

a Heb. 'puri- 
fied. 

b Ps. xviii.30. 
&lxxxiv. 11. 
& cxv. 9, 10, 
11 . 

c Deut. iv. 2. 
& xii. 32. 

Rev. xxii. 18, 
19. 

d Heb. 'uiUh- 
hold not from 
me. 

e Matt. vi. 11. 
f Heb. of my 
allowance, 
g Deut. viii. 
12, 14, 17. & 
xxxi. 20. & 
xxxii. 15. 
Neb. ix. 25, 
26. Job xxxi. 
24, 25, 28. 
Hos. xiii. 6. 
h Heb. belie 
thee. 

i Heb. Hurt 
not with thy 
tongue. 
k Luke xviii. 
11 . 

1 Ps.cxxxi 1. 
ch. vi. 17. 
m Job xxix. 
17. Ps. Hi. 2. 
& Ivii. 4. ch. 
xii. 18. 
n Ps. xiv. 4, 
Amos viii. 4. 
0 Heb. 
Wealth. 

f ch. xxvii. 

0. Hab. ii. 5. 
q Gen. ix. 22, 
Lev. XX. 9. 
ch. XX. 20. & 
xxiii. 22. 
r Or, the 
brook. 


8 Heb. heart. 


22 ^ For a servant when he reignetli ; and a fool when he is filled ^ 
with meat ; 

23 For an odious woman when she is married ; and an handmaid 
that is heir to her mistress. 

24 There be four things which are little upon the earth, but 

they are ^ exceeding wise : u Heb. wine, 

25 ^ The ants are r people not strong, yet they prepare their v/'e 
meat in the summer ; 
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A.C. 984. 


y Heb 
gathered to- 
gether. 


The conies are but a feeble folk, yet make they their houses 26 
in the rocks ; 

The locusts have no king, yet go they forth all of them y by 27 
bands ; 

The spider taketh hold with her hands, and is in king’s 28 
palaces. 

There be three things which go well, yea, four are comely 29 
in eroinfif : 


A lion which 25 strongest among beasts, and turneth not away so 
for any ; 

z Or, horse. ^ ^ A grcyhound ; an he goat also ; and a king, against whom si 
is no rising up. 

If thou hast done foolishly in lifting up thyself, or if thou hast S2 
5 . thought evil, '^lay thine hand upon thy mouth. 

Surely the churning of milk bringeth forth butter, and the 33 
wringing of the nose bringeth forth blood : so the forcing of 
wrath bringeth fortli strife. 


PROVERBS XXXI. 

1 LemueVs lesson of chastity aiid temperance. 6 The afflicted are to be comforted and 
defended. 1 0 The praise and properties of a good wife. 

The words of king Lemuel, the prophecy that his mother i 
taught him. 

What, my son ? and what, the son of my womb ? and what, 2 
the son of my vows ? 

Give not thy strength unto women, nor thy ways to that which s 
destroyeth kings. 

It is not for kings, O Lemuel, it is not for kings to drink wine ; 4 
nor for princes strong drink : 

0 Heb. Lcst they drink, and forget the law, and ® pervert the judg- 5 

VeshsifJf ^ afflictcu. 

fliction. ® Give strong drink unto him that is ready to perish, and wine 6 
f Hek unto those that be^of heavy hearts. 

of soul. liiui drink, and forget his poverty, and remember his 7 

misery no more. 

g Heb. the Open thy mouth for the dumb in the cause of all ^ such as are 8 
TtrucHot' appointed to destruction. 

? 5 ^Deuf t Open thy mouth, judge righteously, and plead the cause of 9 

le! the poor and needy. 

ich. xii. 4. i Who can find a virtuous woman ? for her price is far above 10 
rubies. 

The heart of her husband doth safely trust in her, so that he 1 1 
shall have no need of spoil. 

She will do him good and not evil all the days of her life. 12 

She seeketh wool, and flax, and worketh willingly with her is 
hands. 

She is like the merchants’ ships ; she bringeth her food from 14 
afar. 
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15 She riseth also while it is yet night, and giveth meat to her A.C. 984. 

houshold, and a portion to her maidens. ' ^ 

16 She considereth a field, and ^ buyeth it : with the fruit of her 
hands she planteth a vineyard. 

17 She girdeth her loins with strength, and strengtheneth her 
arms. 

18 ^ She perceiveth that her merchandise good; her candle * Heb. sAe 
goeth not out by night. 

19 She layeth her hands to tlie spindle, and her hands hold 
the distaiF. 

20 ^ She stretcheth out her hand to the poor ; yea, she reacheth 
forth her hands to the needy. 

21 She is not afraid of the snow for her houshold : for all her 

houshold are clothed with “ scarlet. « double 

22 She maketli herself coverings of tapestry ; her clothing is * 
silk and purple. 

23 Her husband is known in the gates, when he sitteth among 
the elders of the land. 

24 She maketh fine linen, and selleth it ; and delivereth girdles 
unto the merchant. 

25 Strength and honour are her clothing; and she shall rejoice 
in time to come. 

26 She openeth her mouth with wisdom ; and in her tongue is 
the law of kindness. 

27 She looketh well to the ways of her houshold, and eateth 
not the bread of idleness. 

28 Her children arise up, and call her blessed ; her husband 
also^ and he praiseth-her. 

29 Many daughters ® have done virtuously, but thou excellest 
them all. 

30 Favour is deceitful, and beauty is vain : hut a woman that 
feareth the Loud, she shall be praised. 

31 Give her of the fruit of her hands ; and let her own works 
praise her in the gates. 

PART VII. 

Offence of Solomon, 

1 KINGS XI. VER. 1 — 14. 

1 But king Solomon loved ^many strange women, ^ together with 

the daughter of Pharaoh, women of the Moabites, Ammonites, i7. eccIus. 

2 Edomites, Zidonians, and Hittites ; of the nations concerning b Or, beside. 
which the Lord said unto the children of Israel, ® Ye shall 

not go in to them, neither shall they come in unto you : for 
surely they will turn away your heart after their gods : Solomon 

3 clave unto these in love. And he had seven hundred wives, 
princesses, and three hundred concubines : and his wives turned 

4 away his heart. For it came to pass, when Solomon was old, 
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A.c. 980 that his wives turned away liis heart after other gods : and his 
heart was not perfect with the Lord his God, as was the heart 
d Judges ii. of David his father, f^or Solomon went after Ashtoreth the 5 
goddess of the Zidonians, and after Milcom the abomination of 
the Ammonites. And Solomon did evil in the sight of the 
''lilS'hot Lord, and ® went not fully after the Lord, as did David his 6 
father. Then did Solomon build an high place for Chemosh, 7 
the abomination of Moab, in the hill that is before Jerusalem, 
and for Molech, the abomination of the children of Ammon. 
And likewise did he for all his strange wives, which burnt 8 
incense and sacrificed unto their gods. 

And the Lord was angry witn Solomon, because his heart 9 
f^ciuiii.5. & was turned from the Lord God of Israel, ^ which had appeared 
g ch.' vi. 12 . unto him twice, and s had commanded him concerning this thing, lo 
that he should not go after other gods : but he kept not that 
which the Lord commanded. Wherefore the Lord said untoii 
LuiiLZ Solomon, Forasmuch as this 'Ts done of thee, and thou hast not 
kept my covenant and my statutes, which I have commanded 
ich. xii. 15. i j surely rend the kingdom from thee, and will give 

it to thy servant. Notwithstanding in thy days 1 will not do it 12 
for David thy father’s sake : hut I will rend it out of the hand 
of thy son. Howbeit I will not rend away all the kingdom ; 13 
hut will give one tribe to thy son for David my servant’s sake, 
and for Jerusalem’s sake which I have chosen. 

And the Lord stirred up an adversary unto Solomon, Hadad 14 
the Edomite : he was of the king’s seed in Edom. 

1 KINGS XI. VER. 23 — 40. 


And God stirred him up another adversary, Rezon the son of 23 
Eliadah, which fled from his lord Hadadezer king of Zobah : 
and he gathered men unto him, and became captain over a 24 
3 Vs”' ^ when David slew them of Zohah : and they went to 

Damascus, and dwelt therein, and reigned in Damascus. And 25 
he was an adversary to Israel all the days of Solomon, beside 
the mischief that Hadad did: and he abhorred Israel, and 


reigned over Syria. 

yj chr. xiii. And^ Jeroboam the son of Nebat, an Ephrathite of Zereda, 26 
Solomon’s servant, whose mother’s name teas Zeruah, a widow 
woman, even he lifted up his hand against the king. And this 27 
was the cause that he lifted up his hand against the king: Solomon 
built Millo, and repaired the breaches of the city of David 
his father. And the man Jeroboam was a mighty man of valour: 28 
jj Web. did and Solomon seeing the young man that he ^ was industrious, 
oHeb. he made him ruler over all the ® charge of the house of Joseph. 
burden. came to pass at that time when Jeroboam went out of 29 

Jerusalem, that the prophet Ahijah the Shilonite found him in 
the way ; and he had clad himself with a new garment ; and 
they two were alone in the field : and Ahijah caught the new 30 
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31 garment that was on him, and rent it in twelve pieces : and he A.C. 980 
said to Jeroboam, Take thee ten pieces : for thus saith the 
Lord, the God of Israel, Behold, I will rend the kingdom out 

32 of the hand of Solomon, and will give ten tribes to thee : but 
he shall have one tribe for my servant David's sake, and for Jeru- 
salem's sake, the city which I have chosen out of all the tribes 

33 of Israel :) because that they have forsaken me, and have wor - 
shipped Ashtoreth the goddess .of the Zidonians, Chemosh the 
god of the Moabites, and Milcom the god of the children of 
Ammon, and have not walked in my ways, to do that which is 
right in mine eyes, and to keep my statutes and my judgments, 

34 as did David his father. Howbeit I will not take the whole 
kingdom out of his hand : but I will make him prince all the 
days of his life for David my servant's sake, whom I chose, be- 

35 cause he kept my commandments and my statutes : but I will p 
take the kingdom out of his son’s hand, and will give it unto 

36 thee, even ten tribes. And unto his son will I give one tribe, 
that David my servant may have a light alway before me in 
Jerusalem, the city which I have chosen me to put my name 

37 there. And I will take thee, and thou shalt reign according to 

38 all that thy soul desireth, and shalt be king over Israel. And it 
shall be, if thou wilt hearken unto all that I command thee, and 
wilt walk in my ways, and do that is right in my sight, to keep 
my statutes and my commandments, as David my servant did; 
that I will be with thee, and build thee a sure house, as I built 

39 for David, and will give Israel unto thee. And I will for this 

40 afflict the seed of David, but not for ever. Solomon sought 
therefore to kill Jeroboam. And Jeroboam arose, and fled into 
Egypt, unto Shishak king of Egypt, and was in Egypt until 
the death of Solomon. 

ECCLESIASTES; OR, THE PREACHER, i 

1 The preacher sheweth that all human courses are vain : 4 because the creatures are 
restless in their courses^ 9 they bring forth nothing neWy and all old things are forgotten y 
12 and because he hath found it so in the studies of wisdom. 

1 The words of the Preacher, the son of David, king of Jeru- 
salem. 

The book of Ecclesiastes was written by Solomon after his allegiance to God had yielded to the 
attractions of idolatrous women. It has been divided variously by different commentators. The more 
usual division is that of Dr. Wells, into two general parts. The first shewing that all things relating to 
this world are vain and perishing, and can afford no true or lasting happiness; the second proving 
that the fear of God alone is real and permanent satisfaction and wisdom. Many passages in this 
book have been misunderstood : it has been supposed to savour of irreligion and immorality. The 
passages, however, in question do not express the opinion of the king : they contain the false argu- 
ments which he puts into the mouth of the imaginary interlocutor whose opinions he opposes. 
The best analysis of this book, excepting, perhaps, that of Diodati, which is too long to be inserted 
here, is that by Mr. Des Voeux, which is given in Horne’s Critical Introduction, and which I have 
extracted as an useful illustration of its various obscurities and difficulties. 

“ Mr. Des Voeux,” says Mr. Horne, “reduces the whole discourse to three propositions, every 
one of which, when properly reflected upon, yields a strong proof of a state of future rewards and 
punishments. 
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A.C. 980. a Vanity of vanities, saitli the Preacher, vanity of vanities ; 2 
V i all is vanity. 

a Ps. xxxix. 5, 6. & Ixii. 9. &cxliv. 4. ch. xii. 8. 

Ch. i. 1. The introduction. 

2, 3. The first proposition : — “ No labour or trouble of men in this world 
can ever be so profitable as to produce in them a lasting contentment and 
thorough satisfaction of mind.” 

4 — 11. 1st proof. The course of nature. 

12, &c. 2nd proof. Men’s occupations. 

18 — 18. 1st head. Wisdom or philosophy. 

Ch. ii. 1,2. 2d head. Pleasure. 

3 — 10. Both jointly. 

11. General conclusion of the second proof. 

A review of the second proof, with special conclusions relating to every 
particular therein mentioned, viz. 

12 — 17- 1- Wisdom. 

18—23. 2. Riches. 

24 — 26 3. Pleasure. 

Ch. iii. li &c. 3d proof. Inconstancy of men’s will. 

9. Conclusion of the third proof. 

A review of the second and third proofs considered conjointly, with special 
observations and corollaries. 

10,11. 1st observation. God is inculpable. 

12 — 15, 2d observation. God is the author of whatever befalls us in this world. 

18, 17* 1st corollary. God shall redress all grievances. 

18 — 21. 2d corollary. God must be exalted, and man humbled. 

22. 3d corollary. God alloweth men to enjoy the present. 

Ch. iv. 1. 4th proof. Men's neglect of proper opportunities evidenced in several 

instances, viz. 

1 — 3. 1. Oppression : 

4. 2. Envy: 

5, 6. 3. Idleness : 

7 — 12. 4. Avarice : 

Ch. V. 13 — 19. 5. Misapplication of esteem and regard. 

N. B. V. 1 — 9. is a digression, containing several admonitions, 
in order to prevent any misconstruction of the foregoing 
remarks. 

10 — 12. 6. Expensive living. 

13. The second proposition; — “Earthly goods, and whatever we can 
acquire by our utmost trouble and labour in this world, are so far from 
making us lastingly happy, that they may even be regarded as real 
obstacles to our ease, quiet, and tranquillity.” 

14 — 17 . 1st proof. Instability of riches. 

Ch. vi. 18 — 2. 2d proof. Insufficiency of riches to make one happy. 

3 — 6. Corollary. The fate of an abortive is preferable, upon the whole, to 

that of one who lives without enjoying life. 

7 — 9. 3d proof. Men’s insatiableness. 

10, 11. General conclusion from the first and seoond proposition. 

12. The third proposition : — “ Men know not what is or is not truly 

advantageous to them ; because they are either ignorant or unmindful 
of that which must come to pass after they are dead.” 

Ch. vii. 1 — 8. 1st proof. Wrong estimation of things. 

A digression intended (like that in ver. 1 — 9.) to prevent any miscon- 
struction of the foregoing observations, and containing several advices, 
together with a strong commendation of him who gives them, in order 
to enforce the observation of the rules laid down by him. 

9 — 12. Ist advice. Not to blame Providence. 

13. 2d advice. Not to judge of Providence. 

14, 16. 3d advice. To submit to Providence. 

16 — 20. 4th advice. To avoid excess. 

21,22. 5th advice. Not to mind idle reports. 
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3 ^ What 

under the 

4 One generation passe th away, and another generation cometh : ii* 22 . & 

® but the earth abideth for ever. c Ps. civ. 5. 

5 The sun also arise th, and the sun goeth down, and ^ haste th d /a«/- 
to his place where he arose. 

6 The wind goeth toward the south, and turneth about unto 
the north ; it whirleth about continually, and the wind returneth 
again according to his circuits. 

7 ® All the rivers run into the sea; yet the sea 25 not full; unto 

the place from whence the rivers come, thither they ^return ^ 
again. to go, 

8 All things are full of labour ; man cannot utter it : the eye 
is not satisfied with seeing, nor the ear filled with hearing. 

9 ^The thing that hath been, it is that which shall be; and 
that which is done 25 that w hich shall be done : and there is no 
new thing under the sun. 

10 Is there any thing whereof it may be said, See, this is new ? it 
hath been already of old time, which was before us. 

11 There is no remembrance of former things; neither shall 
there be any remembrance of things that are to come with those 
that shall come after. 

12 I the Preacher was king over Israel in Jerusalem. 

23 — 25. Commendation of the foregoing advices, from the author’s application to 
examine every thing, and especially 
2G — 29. 1. Wickedness and ignorance. 

Ch. viii. 1 — 8. 2. Wisdom. 

2d proof. Anticipated judgments. 

9 — 14, 1. That sin shall go unpunished, because it is so in this world. 

Ch. ix. 15 — 6. 2. That life is preferable to death. 

7 — 9. 1st corollary. Earthly enjoyments are not criminal. 

10. 2d corollary, A proper use must be made of our faculties. 

Ch. ix. 11 — 15. 3d proof. Judgments that are seemingly right, yet truly false. 

10, &c. 4th proof. Little regard paid to wisdom. 

16*. 1. Past services are forgotten. 

Ch. X. 1 7 — 4. 2. The least fault is taken notice of. 

5 — 19. 3. Favour gets what is due to merit. 

20. A caution, to prevent the abuse of the foregoing remarks. 

• PRACTICAL INFERENCES. 

Ch. xi. I — 4. 1. From the first proposition: We must give unto earthly goods that sta- 

bility which they are capable of. 

5, 6. 2. From the first and second proposition : We must, in our conduct, 

conform to the design of Providence concerning us, and leave the 
success to God, 

7 — 10. 3. From the three propositions; but especially from the third : we must 

Ch. xii. 1 —8. seek for happiness beyond the grave. 

9 —. 12. Commendation of the work, from several considerations. 

13, 14. The conclusion of the whole : — That there must be a state of true and 
solid happiness for men in a future state. — In other words, the fear of 
God, and keeping his commandments, is the whole of man, that is, his 
chief good, his whole interest, privilege, honour, and happiness, as well 
as duty : for, after this vain life is past, another scene will succeed, and 
men shall be judged and recompensed according to their conduct, secret 
as well as open, and whether it may have been good or evil. 

Vide Horne’s Crit. Introd. vol. ii. p. 185, &c. 


profit hath a man of all his labour which he taketh A.C. 980 
sun? 
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A.C. 980. 
to 975 . 

h Or, to afflict 
them. 


i ch. vii. 13. 
k Heb. defect. 


1 1 Kin. iii. 
12, 13 &iv. 
30, & X. 7.23. 
ch. ii. 9. 
m Heb had 
seen much. 
n ch. ii. 3. 12. 
& vii. 23. 25. 


And I gave my heart to seek and search out by wisdom con- 13 
ce riling all things that are done under heaven : this sore travail 
hath God given to the sons of man ^ to be exercised tliere- 
with. 

I have seen all the works that are done under the sun ; and, 14 
behold, all is vanity and vexation of spirit. 

^ That ivhich is crooked cannot be made straight: and ^that 15 
which is wanting cannot be numbered. 

I communed with my own heart, saying, Lo, I am come to 16 
great estate, and have gotten ^ more wisdom than all they that 
have been before me in Jerusalem : yea, my heart ^ had great 
experience of wisdom and knowledge. 

^ And I gave my heart to know wisdom, and to know mad- 17 
ness and folly : I perceived that this also is vexation of spirit. 

For in much wisdom is much grief : and he that iucreaseth 18 
knowledge iucreaseth sorrow. 


ECCLESIASTES II. 


1 


q Heb. the 
number of the 
days of their 
life. 


The vanity of human courses in the works of pleasure. 12 Though the wise he better 

than the fool, yet both have one event. 18 The vanity of human labour, in leaving it 

they know not to whom. 24 Nothing better than joy in our labour ; but that is God's 

gift- 

I said in mine heart. Go to now, I will prove thee with mirth, i 
therefore enjoy pleasure : and, behold, this also is vanity. 

I said of laughter, It is mad : and of mirth, What doeth it ? 2 

och.i. i7. oj sought in mine heart ^to give myself unto wine, yet 3 
acquainting mine heart with wisdom; and to lay hold on 
With wine. fQijy^ till X might see what xoas that good for the sons of men, 
which they should do under the heaven ^ all the days of their 
life. 

I made me great works ; I builded me houses ; I planted me 4 
vineyards : 

I made me gardens and orchards, and I planted trees in them 5 
of all kind of fruits : 

I made me pools of water, to water therewith the wood that 6 
bringeth forth trees : 

r Heb. sons of I got me scrvants and maidens, and had ^ servants born in my 7 
my house. ^ouse ; also I had great possessioiis of great and small cattle 
above all that were in Jerusalem before me : 
s 1 Kin. ix. ® I gathered me also silver and gold, and the peculiar trea- 8 
sure of kings and of the provinces; I gat me men singers and 
t Heb. music- women singers, and the delights of the sons of men, as ^ musical 
and instru- instruments, and that of all sorts. 

ments. great, and increased more than all that were before 9 

me in Jerusmem : also my wisdom remained with me. 

And whatsoever mine eyes desired I kept not from them, lo 
I withheld not my heart from any joy; for my heart re- 
joiced in all my labour: and this was my portion of all my 
labour. 
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11 Then I looked on all the works that my hands had wrought, A.c. 980 
and on the labour that I had laboured to do : and, behold, all 

was ^ vanity and vexation of spirit, and there was no profit “ ch. i. s. h. 
under the sun. 

12 And I turned myself to behold wisdom, ’^and madness, and 

folly : for what can the man do that cometh after the king ? y 6 r, in those 
y even that which hath been already done. haveb7enfi~ 

13 Then I saw *that wisdom excelleth folly, as far as light 

excelleth darkness. ^ceutncyin^' 

14 ^The wise man’s eyes are in his head; but the fool walketh wisdom Lore 
in darkness: and I myself perceived also that one event hap- 
peneth to them all. 

15 Then said I in my heart. As it happeneth to the fool, so 1. 
it ^happeneth even to me; and why was I then more wise ? 

' rni 1 11* i*'* • peneth to me, 

1 hen J said in my heart, that this also is vanity. even to me. 

16 For there is no remembrance of the wise more than of the 
fool for ever ; seeing that which now is in the days to come 
shall all be forgotten. And how dieth the wise man ? as the 
fool. 

17 Therefore I hated life ; because the work that is wought 
under the sun is grievous unto me : for all is vanity and vexa- 
tion of spirit. 

18 Yea, I hated all my labour which I had ^ taken under the cHeb./aiowr. 
sun: because should leave it unto the man that shall be d ps.xHx.io. 
after me. 

19 And who knoweth whether he shall be a wise man or a fool ? 
yet shall he have rule over all my labour wherein I have 
laboured, and wherein I have shewed myself wise under the 
sun. This is also vanity. 

20 Therefore I went about to cause my heart to despair of all 
the labour which I took under the sun. 

21 For there is a man whose labour is in wisdom, and in know- 
ledge, and in equity ; yet to a man that hath not laboured 
therein shall he ® leave it for his portion. This also is vanity eHeh.give. 
and a great evil. 

22 ^ For what hath man of all his labour, and of the vexation of ^ 
his heart, wherein he hath laboured under the sun ? 

23 For all his days are ^ sorrows, and his travail grief ; yea, his g Jobxiv. 1. 
heart taketh not rest in the night. 1 his is also vanity. 

24 ^ There is nothing better for a man, than that he should h ch. iii. 12, 
eat and drink, and that he 'should make his soul enjoy good & 

in his labour. This also I saw, that it was from the hand of 
God. 

25 For who can eat, or who else can hasten hereunto^ more 
than I ? 

26 For God giveth to a man that is good ^ in his sight wisdom, 
and knowledge, and joy : but to the sinner he giveth travail, 1 
to gather and to heap up, that Uie may give to him that^^ 
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PERIOD FIFTH. 


[part VII. 



before 


God. 


This also is vanity and vexation of 


ECCLESIASTES III. 


1 By the necessary change of timeSf vanity is added to human travail. 11 There is an 
excellency in God's works. 16 But as for man, God shall judge his works there, and 
here he shall be like a beast. 


m Heb. to 
bear. 


n Heb. to be 
far from. 

o Or, seek. 


p ch. i. 3. 


q cb. i. 9. 

r Heb. that 
which is 
driven away. 


s ver. 1. 


t Or, that ihey 
might clear 
Ood, and see, 
4*c. 


To every thing there is a season, and a time to every purpose ] 
under the heaven : 

A time "'to be born, and a time to die ; a time to plant, and 2 
a time to pluck up that which is planted ; 

A time to kill, and a time to heal ; a time to break down, 3 
and a time to build up ; 

A time to weep, and a time to laugh ; a time to mourn, and 4 
a time to dance ; 

A time to cast away stones, and a time to gather stones to- 5 
gether ; a time to embrace, and a time ^ to refrain from em- 
bracing ; 

A time to ® get, and a time to lose ; a time to keep, and a 6 
time to cast away ; 

A time to rend, and a time to sew ; a time to keep silence, 7 
and a time to speak ; 

A time to love, and a time to hate; a time of war, and a 8 
time of peace. 

^ What profit hath he that worketh in that wherein he 9 
labouretli ? 

I have seen the travail, which God hath given to the sons of 10 
men to be exercised in it. 

He hath made every thing beautiful in his time ; also he 1 1 
hath set the world in their heart, so that no man can find out 
the work that God maketh from the beginning to the end. 

I know that there is no good in them, but for a man to rejoice, 12 
and to do good in his life. 

And also that every man should eat and drink, and enjoy the 13 
good of all his labour, it is the gift of God. 

I know that, whatsoever God doeth, it shall be for ever : 14 
nothing can be put to it, nor any thing taken from it: and 
God doeth zY, that men should fear before him. 

^ That which hath been is now ; and that which is to be hath 15 
already been ; and God requireth ^ that which is past. 

And moreover I saw under the sun the place of judgment, 16 
that wickedness was there ; and the place of righteousness, that 
iniquity was there. 

i said in mine heart, God shall judge the righteous and the 17 
wicked : for there is ® a time there for every purpose and for 
every work. 

I said in mine heart concerning the estate of the sons of men, 18 
* that God might manifest them, and that they might see that 
they themselves are beasts. 
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19 ^For that which befalleth the sons of men befalleth beasts; A.C.980 

even one thing befalleth them : as the one dieth, so dieth the , 

other : yea, they have all one breath ; so that a man hath no xiix.20. 

preeminence above a beast : for all is vanity. 

20 All go unto one place ; all are of the dust, and all turn to dust 
again. 

21 Who knoweth the spirit '"of man that ^goeth upward, and 

the spirit 01 the beast that goeth downward to the earth r x iieh.hu as- 

22 y Wherefore I perceive that there is nothing better, than y citT 24 . 
that a man should rejoice in his own works ; for that is his^^ ‘^ 

E ortion : for who shall bring him to see what shall be after 
im ? 


ECCLESIASTES IV. 

I Vanity is increased unto men hy oppression^ 4 by envy^ 5 by idleness y 7 by covetousness, 

9 by solitariness, by wilfulness, 

1 So I returned, and considered all the * oppressions that are zcii, v. s.&c, 
done under the sun : and behold the tears of such as were op- 
pressed, and they had no comforter; and on the ^side of their a Heb. 
oppressors there was power ; but they had no comforter. 

2 ^ Wherefore I praised the dead which are already dead more 
than the living which are yet alive. 

3 ® Yea, better is he than both they, which hath not yet been, 
who hath not seen the evil work that is done under the sun. 

4 Again, I considered all travail, and ^ every right work, 

® for this a man is envied of his neighbour. This is also vanity 
and vexation of spirit. 

5 ^The fool foldeth his hands 
flesh. 

6 ^ Better is an handful with quietness, than both the hands gVrov. XV. 1 6 , 
full imth travail and vexation of spirit. 

7 Then I returned, and I saw vanity under the sun. 

8 There is one alone^ and there is not a second ; yea, he hath 
neither child nor brother : yet is there no end of all his labour ; 
neither is his eye satisfied with riches ; neither saith Ae, For 
whom do I labour, and bereave my soul of good ? This is also 
vanity, yea, it is a sore travail. 

9 Two are better than one ; because they have a good reward 
for their labour. 

10 For if they fall, the one will lift up his fellow : but woe to 
him that is alone when he falleth ; for he hath not another to 
help him up. 

II Again, if two lie together, then they have heat: but how 
can one be warm alone f 

12 And if one prevail against him, two shall withstand him ; 

and a threefold cord is not quickly broken. hueh.wko 

13 Better is a poor and a wise child than an old and foolish 

king, ^ who will no more be admonished, ed. 




e Heb. thu is 
the envy of a 


together, and eateth his own 

o ' neighbour. 


neighbour. 
f Prov. vi. 10. 
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PERIOD FIFTH. 


[part vti. 


A.C. 980 
to 975. 


i 1 Sam. XV. 
22. Ps. 1. 8. 
Prov. XV. 8. 
& xxi. 27. 

k Or, worrl. 

I Prov. X. 19. 
Matt. vi. 7. 

m Prov. X.19, 

n Dent, xxiii. 
21 . 

o Ps.lxvi. 13, 

H. 


p Heb. at the 
will, or, pur- 
pose. 


For out of prison he cometli to reign; whereas also he that 14 
is born in his kingdom becometh poor. 

I considered all the living which walk under the sun, with 15 
the second child that shall stand up in his stead. 

There is no end of all the people, even of all that have been 16 
before them : they also that come after shall not rejoice in him. 
Surely this also is vanity and vexation of spirit. 

ECCLESIASTES V. 

I Vanities in divine service, 8 in murmuring against oppression, 9 and in riches. 

18 Joy in riches is the gift of God. 

Keep thy foot when thou goest to the house of God, and be i 
more ready to hear, ‘ than to give the sacrifice of fools : for they 
consider not that they do evil. 

Be not rash with thy mouth, and let not thine heart be hasty 2 
to utter any ^ thing before God : for God is in heaven, and 
thou upon earth : therefore let thy words ^ be few. 

For a dream cometh through the multitude of business ; and 3 
^ a fool’s voice is known by multitude of words. 

” When thou vowest a vow unto God, defer not to pay it; 4 
for he hath no pleasure in fools : ° pay that which thou hast 
vowed. 

Better is it that thou shouldest not vow, than that thou 5 
shouldest vow and not pay. 

Suifer not thy mouth to cause thy flesh to sin ; neither say 6 
thou before the angel, that it loas an error : wherefore should 
God be angry at thy voice, and destroy the work of thine 
hands ? 

For in the multitude of dreams and many words there are also 7 
divers vanities : but fear thou God. 

If thou seest the oppression of the poor, and violent pervert- 8 
ing of judgment and justice in a province, marvel not ^at the 
matter : for he that is higher than the highest regardeth : and 
there be higher than they. 

Moreover the profit of the earth is for all : the king himself 9 
is served by the field. 

He that loveth silver shall not be satisfied with silver ; nor 10 
he that loveth abundance with increase ; this is also vanity. 

When goods increase, they are increased that eat them : and 1 1 
what good is there to the owners thereof, saving the beholding 
of them with their eyes ? 

The sleep of a labouring man is sweet, whether he eat little ] 2 
or much : but the abundance of the rich will not suffer him to 
sle^. * 

There is a sore evil which I have seen under the sun, namely^ 13 
riches kept for the owners thereof to their hurt. 

But those riches perish by evil travail ; and he begettetli a 1 4 
son, and there is nothing in his hand. 



PART VII.] ECCLESIASTES ; OR, THE PREACHER. 


97 


15 ^ As he came forth of his mother’s womb, naked shall he A.c. 980 

return to go as he came, and shall take nothing of his labour, . j 

which he may carry away in his hand. 

16 And this also is a sore evil, that in all points as he came, ixim. vi. 7. 
so shall he go : and ^ what profit hath he that hath laboured for ^ ch. i. 3. 
the wind ? 

17 All his days also he eateth in darkness, and he hath much 
sorrow and wrath with his sickness. 


18 Behold that which I have seen : ® ‘ it is good and comely Jbr ^ 

one to eat and to drink, and to enjoy the good of all his labour t Heb! there 
that he taketh under the sun '^all the days of his life, which is comely, ^c. 
God giveth him : for it is his portion. n^b^^^the 

19 Every man also to whom God hath given riches and wealth, 
and hath given him power to eat thereof, and to take his por- 
tion, and to rejoice in his labour ; this is the gift of God. 

20 *For he shall not much remember the days of his life ; 

because God answereth him in the ioy of his heart he 

*' rememberelh, 

^c. 

ECCLESIASTES Vf. 


I The vanity of riches without use. 3 Of children, 6 and old age without riches. 9 The 

vanity of sight and wandering desires. 1 1 The conclusion of vanities. 

1 There is an evil which I have seen under the sun, and it is 
common among men: 

2 A man to whom God hath given riches, wealth, and honour, 
so that he wanteth nothing for his soul of all that he desireth, 
yet God giveth him not power to eat thereof, but a stranger 
eateth it : this is vanity, and it is an evil disease. 

3 If a man beget an hundred children^ and live many years, 
so that the days of his years be many, and his soul be not filled 
with good, and also that he have no burial ; I say, that an 
untimely birth is better than he. 

4 For he cometh in with vanity, and departeth in darkness, 
and his name shall be covered with darkness. 

5 Moreover he hath not seen the sun, nor known any thing : 
this hath more rest than the other. 

6 Yea, though he live a thousand years twice told^ yet hath he 
seen no good : do not all go to one place ? 

7 All the labour of man is for his mouth, and yet the ^ appe- y Heb. soui. 
tite is not filled. 

8 For what hath the wise more than the fool ? what hath the 
poor, that knoweth to walk before the living ? 

9 Better is the sight of the eyes ^ than the wandering of the * ueb. than 

desire : this is also vanity and vexation of spirit. tite soul. 

10 That which hath been is named already, and it is known 
that it is man: neither may he contend wdth him that is mightier 
than he. 

II Seeing there be many things that increase vanity, what is 
man the better? 


VOL. II. 


H 
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PERIOD FIFTH. 


[part VII. 


A.C. 980 
to 976. 

a Heb. iAc 
number of the 
days of the life 
of hie vanity. 
b Ps. cxliv. 4. 


c Prov. XV.30. 
& xxii. 1. 


d Or, Anger. 


e Prov. xiii. 
18. & XV. 31, 
32. 

f Heb. sound. 


g Deut. xvi. 
19. 


h Prov. xiv. 
17. & xvi. 32. 


i Heb. out of 
wisdom. 


k Or, as good 
as an inherit- 
ance, yea, bet- 
ter too. 

1 Heb. sha 
dow. 


m ch. i. 15. 


u Heb. made. 


o Heb. be de- 
solate. 


p Heb. not in 
thy time. 


For who knoweth what is good for man in this life, “all the 12 
days of his vain life, which he spendeth as a shadow ? for who 
can tell a man what shall be after him under the sun ? 

ECCLESIASTES VII. 

1 Remedies against vanity are^ a good name^ 2 mortificationt 7 patience f 11 wisdom. 

23 The difficulty of wisdom. 

® A good name is better than precious ointment; and the day i 
of death than the day of one’s birth. 

It is better to go to the house of mourning, than to go to the 2 
house of feasting : for that is the end of all men ; and the living 
will lay it to his heart. 

^ Sorrow is better than laughter : for by the sadness of the 3 
countenance the heart is made better. 

The heart of the wise is in the house of mourning ; but the 4 
heart of fools is in the house of mirth. 

^It is better to hear the rebuke of the wise, than for a man 5 
to hear the song of fools. 

For as the ^crackling of thorns under a pot, so is the laugh- 6 
ter of the fool : this also is vanity. 

Surely oppression maketh a wise man mad ; ^ and a gift 7 
destroyeth the heart. 

Better is the end of a thing than the beginning thereof : and 8 
the patient in spirit is better than the proud in spirit. 

^ Be not hasty in thy spirit to be angry : for anger resteth in 9 
the bosom of fools. 

Say not thou, What is the cause that the former days were 10 
better that these ? for thou dost not enquire ^ wisely concerning 
this. 

Wisdom ^ is good with an inheritance : and it there is 1 1 
profit to them that see the sun. 

For wisdom is a defence, and money is a defence : but the 12 
excellency of knowledge is^ that wisdom giveth life to them that 
have it. 

Consider the work of God : for ’"who can make that straight, 13 
which he hath made crooked ? 

In the day of prosperity be joyful, but in the day of adver- 14 
sity consider: God also hath "set the one over against the other, 
to the end that man should find nothing after him. 

All things have I seen in the days of my vanity : there is a 1 5 
just man that perisheth in his righteousness, and there is a 
wicked man that prolongeth his life in his wickedness. 

Be not righteous overmuch ; neither make thyself over wise : 16 
why shouldest thou ® destroy thyself ? 

Be not over much wicked, neither be thou foolish; why 17 
shouldest thou die p before thy time ? 

It is good that thou shouldest take hold of this; yea, also 18 

1 
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from this withdraw not thine hand : for he that feareth God 
shall come forth of them all. 

19 *1 Wisdom strengtheneth the wise more than ten mighty men 
which are in the city. 

20 ^ For there is not a just man upon earth, that doeth good, 
and sinneth not. 

2] Also ®take no heed unto all words that are spoken; lest thou 
hear thy servant curse thee : 

22 For oftentimes also thine own heart knoweth that thou thy- 
self likewise hast cursed others. 

23 All this have I proved by wisdom : I said, I will be wise ; 
but it was far from me. 

24 That which is far off, and exceeding deep, who can find it 
out? 

25 ^ I applied mine heart to know, and to search, and to seek out 
wisdom, and the reason of things^ and to know the wickedness 

■ of folly, even of foolishness and madness : 

26 And I find more bitter than death the woman, whose heart 
is snares and nets, and her hands as bands : whoso pleaseth 
God shall escape from her; but the sinner shall be t^en by 
her. 

27 Behold, this have I found, saith the preacher, ^ counting one 
by one, to find out the account : 

28 Which yet my soul seeketh, but I find not : one man among 
a thousand have I found ; but a woman among all those have 1 
not found. 

29 Lo, this only have I found, ^ that God hath made man up- 
right ; but they have sought out many inventions. 


A.C. 980 
to 915. 

q Prov. xxi. 
22. & xxiv. 5. 
ch. ix. 16. 

r I Kin. viii. 
46. Piov. XX. 
9. 1 John i. 8. 

8 Heb. give 
not thine 
heart. 


t Heb. I and 
my heart 
compaeted. 


u Prov. xxii. 
14. 

X Heb. he that 
is good before 
God. 


y Or, weigh- 
ing one thing 
after another, 
to find out 
the reason. 


z Gren. i. 27. 


ECCLESIASTES VIII. 

1 Kings are greatly to he respected. 6 The divine providence is to he observed. It 
is better with the godly in adversity, than with the wicked inprosperity. 16 The work 
of God is unsearchable. 

1 Who is as the wise man ? and who knoweth the interpreta- 
tion of a thing ^ a man’s wisdom maketh his face to shine, and 
^ the boldness of his face shall be changed. 

2 I counsel thee to ke^ the king’s commandment, and that in * 
regard of the oath of God. 

3 Be not hasty to go out of his sight : stand not in an evil 
thing ; for he doeth whatsoever pleaseth him. 

4 Where the word of a king there is power ; and who may 
say unto him. What doest thou ? 

5 Whoso keepeth the commandment ® shall feel no evil thing : 
and a wise man’s heart discerneth both time and judgment. 

6 Because to every purpose there is time and judgment, there- 
fore the misery of man is great upon him. 

7 For he knoweth not that which shall be ; for who can tell 
him ^ when it shall be ? 


d Or, houf it 
Shalt be. 
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PERIOD FIFTH. 


[part VII. 


A.C, ^ There is no man that hath power ® over the spirit to retain 8 
the spirit ; neither hath he power in the day of death ; and 
eJobxiy.5. there is no ^ discharge in that war; neither shall wickedness 
0 / weapons, deliver those that are given to it. 

All this have I seen, and applied my heart unto every work 9 
that is done under the sun : there is a time wherein one man 
ruleth over another to his own hurt. 

And so I saw the wicked buried, who had come and gone lo 
from the place of the holy, and they were forgotten in the city 
where they had so done : this is also vanity. 

Because sentence against an evil work is not executed ii 
speedily, therefore the heart of the sons of men is fully set in 
them to do evil. 

Though a sinner do evil an hundred times, and his days be 12 
g pb. xxxvii. prolonged, yet surely I know that ^ it shall be well with them 
11. 18, 19. God, which fear before him : 

But it shall not be well with the wicked, neither shall he 13 
prolong his days, which are as a shadow ; because he feareth 
not before God. 

There is a vanity which is done upon the earth ; that there 14 
h Pb. ixxiii. be just wiew, unto whom it ^ happeneth according to the work of 
the wicked ; again, there be wicked men^ to whom it happeneth 
according to the work of the righteous : I said that this also is 
vanity. 

ich. ii. 24. ^ Then I commended mirth, because a man hath no better 15 

thing under the sun, than to eat, and to drink, and to be merry : 
for that shall abide with him of his labour the days of his life, 
which God giveth him under the sun. 

When I applied mine heart to know wisdom, and to see the 16 
business that is done upon the earth : (for also there is that 
neither day nor night seeth sleep with his eyes : ) 

Then I beheld all the work of God, that a man cannot find 17 
out the work that is done under the sun : because though a 
man labour to seek it out, yet he shall not find it ; yea farther ; 
though a wise man think to know it^ yet shall he not be able to 
find it 


ECCLESIASTES IX. 

1 Like things happen to good and bad. 4 There is a necessity of death unto men. 
7 Comfort is all their portion in this life. 11 God’s providence ruleth over all. 13 Wis- 
dom is better than strength. 

kHeb./iiraw, For all this Considered in my heart even to declare all i 
heart. ^ this, that the righteous, and the wise, and their works, are in 
the hand of God : no man knoweth either love or hatred hy all 
that is before them. 

1 Pb. I xxiii. 8. ^ AH tMugs come alike to all: there is one event to the righ- 2 

ifi! is! teous, and to the wicked ; to the good and to the clean, and to 
the unclean; to him that sacrifice th, and to him that sacrificeth 
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not; as is the good, so is the sinner ; and he that sweareth, as A.c. j980 
he that feareth an oath. 

3 This is an evil among all things that are done under the sun, 
that there is one event unto all : yea, also the heart of the sons 
of men is full of evil, and madness is in their heart while they 
live, and after that they go to the dead. 

4 For to him that is joined to all the living there is hope : for a 
living dog is better than a dead lion. 

5 For the living know that they shall die : but the dead know 
not any thing, neither have they any more a reward ; for the 
memory of them is forgotten. 

6 Also their love, and their hatred, and their envy, is now 
perished; neither have they any more a portion for ever in any 
thing that is done under the sun. 

7 Go thy way? eat thy bread with joy, and drink thy wine 
with a merry heart ; for God now accepteth thy works. 

8 Let thy garments be always white ; and let thy head lack no 
ointment. 

9 “ Live joyfully with the wife whom thou lovest all the days mHeb. 
of the life of thy vanity, which he hath given thee under 

the sun, all the days of thy vanity : ” for that is thy portion " “^ 24 ^ 

in this life, and in thy labour which thou takest under the&v.'is.' 
sun. 

10 Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might ; 
for there is no work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom, in 
the grave, whither thou goest. 

11 I returned, and saw under the sun, that the race is not 
to the swift, nor the battle to the strong, neither yet bread 
to the wise, nor yet riches to men of understanding, nor yet 
favour to men of skill; but time and chance happeneth to 
them all. 

12 For man also knoweth not his time : as the fishes that are 
taken in an evil net, and as the birds that are caught in the 

snare ; so are the sons of men ® snared in an evil time, when it » ptov. xxix. 
falleth suddenly upon them. 

13 This wisdom have I seen also under the sun, and it seemed 
great unto me : 

14 There a little city, and few men within it; and there 

came a great king against it, and besieged it, and built great 
bulwarks against it : 

1 5 Now there was found in it a poor wise man, and he by his 
wisdom delivered the city ; yet no man remembered that same 
poor man. 

16 P Then said I, Wisdom is better than strength: nevertheless p P rov. xxi. 
the poor man’s wisdom is despised, and his words are not 
heard. 

17 The words of wise men are heard in quiet more than the cry 
of him that ruleth among fools. 
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A.C. 980 Wisdom is better than weapons of war : but one sinner de- is 
stroyeth much good. 


ECCLESIASTES X. 

1 Observations of wisdom and folly : of riot, slothfulness, and money. 20 Men's 

thoughts of kings ought to be reverent. 

Dead ^ flies cause the ointment of the apothecary to send i 
forth a stinking savour : so doth a little folly him that is in 
reputation for wisdom and honour. 

A wise man’s heart is at his right hand ; but a fool’s heart at 2 
his left. 

Yea also, when he that is a fool walketh by the way, 3 
^Heb. hu r wisdom fuilcth him^ and he saith to every one that he is a 
fool. 

If the spirit of the ruler rise up against thee, leave not thy 4 
place ; for yielding pacifieth great offences. 

There is an evil which I have seen under the sun, as an error 5 
which proceedeth ®from the ruler: 

tnehAngreat Folly is * Set iu great dignity, and the rich sit in low place. 6 
u'pJov. xix. I have seen servants upon horses, and princes walking as 7 
10 . & XXX. 22 . servants upon the earth. 

Prov xxvP* ^ diggeth a pit shall fall into it ; and whoso breaketh 8 

27. an hedge, a serpent shall bite him. 

Whoso removeth stones shall be hurt therewith; and he that g 
cleaveth wood shall be endangered thereby. 

If the iron be blunt, and he do not whet the edge, then lo 
must he put to more strength: but wisdom is profitable to 
direct. 

Surely the serpent will bite without enchantment; and all 
master onhe ^ ^ better. 

^ * The words of a wise man’s mouth are ® gracious; but the 12 

&Sri 3 *' lips of a fool will swallow up himself. 

jiHeh. grace. 'pjjg beginning of the words of his mouth is foolishness: and 13 
b Heb. hie the end of his talk is mischievous madness. 

c Prov. XV. 2. ® A fool also ^ is full of words : a man cannot tell what shall 14 

® what shall be after him, who can tell him ? 

& v^i' 12 labour of the foolish wearieth every one of them, because 15 

he knoweth not how to go to the city. 
fiB.iii. 3 , 4. fWoe to thee, O land, when thy king is a child, and thy 16 
princes eat in the morning ! 

Blessed art thou, O land, when thy king is the son of nobles, 17 
and thy princes eat in due season, for strength, and not for 
drunkenness ! 

By much slothfulness the building decay eth; and through 1 8 
g Ps. civ. 15 . idleness of the hands the house droppeth through. 

A feast is made for laughter, and ^wine ^maketh merry; 19 
k^‘ money answereth all things. 

science. ^ Curse not the king, no not iu thy ^ thought ; and curse 20 
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not the rich in thy bed-chamber : for a bird of the air shall A.C. 980 
carry the voice, and that which hath wings shall tell the , to 975. 
matter. 


ECCLESIASTES XI. 

1 Directions for charity, 7 Death in life^ 9 and the day of judgment in the days of 
youihf are to be thought on, 

1 Cast thy bread * upon the waters : ^ for thou shalt find it after i Heb. upon 

the face of the 

many days. waters. 

2 Give a portion to seven, and also to eight ; for thou knowest 

not what evil shall be upon the earth. Matt. x. 

3 If the clouds be full of rain, they empty themselves upon the 
earth : and if the tree fall toward the south, or toward the north, 
in the place where the tree falleth, there it shall be. 

4 He that observeth the wind shall not sow ; and he that 
regardeth the clouds shall not reap. 

5 As thou knowest not what is the way of the spirit, nor how the 
bones do grow in the womb of her that is with child : even so 
thou knowest not the works of God who maketh all. 

6 In the morning sow thy seed, and in the evening withhold not 

thine hand : for thou knowest not whether ^ shall prosper, either 
this or that, or whether they both shall he alike good. ^ 

7 Truly the light is sweet, and a pleasant thing it is for the eyes 
to behold the sun : 

8 But if a man live many years, and rejoice in them all ; yet let 
him remember the days of darkness ; for they shall be many. 

All that cometh is vanity. 

9 Rejoice, O young man, in thy youth ; and let thy heart cheer 
thee in the days of thy youth, and walk in the ways of thine 
heart, and in the sight of thine eyes : but know thou, that for all 
these things God will bring thee into judgment. 

]0 Therefore remove ^ sorrow from thy heart, and put away evil o Or, anger. 
from thy flesh : for childhood and youth are vanity. 

ECCLESIASTES XII. 

I The Creator is to be remembered in due time, 8 The 'preacher's care to edify, 13 The 
fear of God is the chief antidote of vanity. 

1 Remember p now thy Creator in the days of thy youth, while g 
the evil days come not, nor the years draw nigh, when thou shalt 
say, I have no pleasure in them; 

2 While the sun, or the light, or the moon, or the stars, be not 
darkened, nor the clouds return after the rain. 

3 In the day when the keepers of the house shall tremble, and 
the strong men shall bow themselves, and ^ the grinders cease 
because they are few, and those that look out of the windows Vcawth^' 
be darkened, 
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A.C. 980 
to 975. 


t Or, ihe more 
wise the 
preacher was, 
Sfc. 

u 1 Kin.iv.32. 

X Heb. words 
of delight. 


y Or, reading. 


z Or, The end 
of the matter, 
even all that 
hath been 
heard, is. 
a Rom. ii. 16. 
& xiv. 10. 

2 Cor. V. 10. 


And the doors shall be shut in the streets, when the sound of 4 
the grinding is low, and he shall rise up at the voice of the bird, 
and all the daughters of musick shall be brought low ; 

Also when they shall be afraid of that which is high, and 5 
fears shall be in the way, and the almond tree shall flourish, and 
the grasshopper shall be a burden, and desire shall fail: because 
man goeth to his long home, and the mourners go about the 
streets : 

Or ever the silver cord be loosed, or the golden bowl be 6 
broken, or the pitcher be broken at the fountain, or the wheel 
broken at the cistern. 

^ Then shall the dust return to the earth as it was : and the 7 
spirit shall return unto God who gave it. 

® Vanity of vanities, saith the preacher ; all is vanity. 8 

And ^moreover, because the preacher was wise, he still taught 9 
the people knowledge ; yea, he gave good heed, and sought out, 
and ^ set in order many proverbs. 

The preacher sought to find out ^ acceptable words : and that lo 
which was written was upright, even words of truth. 

The words of the wise are as goads, and as nails fastened by ii 
the masters of assemblies, which are given from one shepherd. 

And further, by these, my son, be admonished : of making 12 
many books there is no end ; and much ^ study is a weariness of 
the flesh. 

^ Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter : Fear God, 13 
and keep his commandments : for this is the whole duty of 
man. 

For ^ God shall bring every work into judgment, with every 14 
secret thing, whether it be good, or whether it be evil. 


075. 

a Or, words, 
or, things. 


b 2 Chr. ix. 
30. 

c Heb. days. 
d Matt. i. 7, 
called Ro- 
hoam. 


PART VIII. 

Death of Solomon, 

1 KINGS XI. 41, 42, 43. 

And the rest of the ^ acts of Solomon, and all that he did, 41 
and his wisdom, are they not written in the book of the acts of 
Solomon ? 

^ And the ® time that Solomon reigned in Jerusalem over all 42 
Israel was forty years. 

^ And Solomon slept with his fathers, and was buried in the 43 
city of David his father : and Rehoboam his son reigned in his 
stead. 


2 CHRONICLES IX. 29) 30, 31. 

Kin. xi e gf Solomon, first and last, are they 29 

fHeh, word, iiot Written in the ^ book of Nathan the prophet, and in the 
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prophecy of Ahijah the Shilonite, and in the visions of Iddo the A.C. 075. 
seer against Jeroboam the son of Nebat? " ' ' 

30 Ana Solomon reigned in Jerusalem over all Israel forty 
years. 

31 And Solomon slept with his fathers, and he was buried in the 
city of David his father : and Rehoboam his son reigned in his 
stead. 




PERIOD THE SIXTH; 


FROM THE ELEVATION OF REHOBOAM, TO THE 
BABYLONISH CAPTIVITY. 


Part 

I. — Reign of Rehoboam, King of Judah, 17 Years, and 

CONTEMPORARY EvENTS IN THE KiNGDOM OF ISRAEL. 

II. — Reign of Abijam, second King of Judah, with the 

contemporary Events in the Kingdom of Israel, 
3 Years. 

III. — Reign of Asa, third King, &c. &c., 41 Years. 

IV. — Reign of Jehoshaphat, fourth King, &c. &c., 25 Years. 

V. — Reign of Jehoram, fifth King, &c. &c,, 4 Years. 

VI. — Reign of Ahaziah, sixth King, &c. &c., 1 Year. 

VII. — Reign of Athaliah, Queen, &c. &c., 6 Years. 

VIII. — Reign of Joash, eighth King, &c. &c., 40 Years. 

IX. — Reign of Amaziah, ninth King, &c. &c., 29 Years. 

X. — Reign of Uzziah, tenth King, &c. &c., 51 Years. 

XI. — Reign of Jotham, eleventh King, &c. &c., 16 Years. 

XII. — Reign of Ahaz, twelfth King, &c. &c., 16 Years. 

XIII. — Reign of Hezekiah, thirteenth King, &c. &C.5 29 Years. 

XIV. — Reign of Manasseh, fourteenth King, &c. &c., 55 Years. 

XV. — Reign of Amon, fifteenth King, 2 Years. 

XVI. — Reign of Josiah, sixteenth King, 31 Years. 

XVII. — Reign of Jehoahaz, seventeenth King, 3 Months. 
XVIII. — Reign of Jehoiakim, eighteenth King, 11 Years. 

In the fourth year of the reign of Jehoiakim, Daniel was taken captive ; from which event are 
computed the seventy years of the Babylonish captivity. 


Note. — From the difBculty of arranging the events in this Period, it has been thought most 
advisable to divide each Part into two Portions. The first Portion contains the reign of a king of 
Judah ; the second, the events in the kingdom of Israel, contemporary with his reign. The Books 
of Kings and Chronicles are harmonized throughout in this Period, and the Prophecies are arranged 
as they were delivered in the reigns of their respective kings, so far, at least, as can be ascertained 
from the testimony of various authors. 




PERIOD THE SIXTH. 


PART I. 

The Reign of Rehohoam^ first King of Judah^ with the content-- 
porary Events in the Kingdom of Israel. (17 Years— from 975 
to 958.) 

PORTION I. 

Reign of Rehohoam. 

§ 1 . Revolt of the Ten Tribes, 

1 KINGS XIV. PART OF VER. 21. 

21 And Rehoboam the son of Solomon reigned in Judah. A.c. 97 ^ 
® Rehoboam was forty and one years old when he began to a 2 chr. xiiT" 
reign. 

1 KINGS XII. VER. 1 24. 

1 And ^ Rehoboam went to Shechem : for all Israel were come ^ 2 chr. x. 1 , 

2 to Shechem to make him king. And it came to pass, when 
Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who was yet in ® Egypt, heard of c ch. xi. 40. 

3 zV, (for he was fled from the presence of king Solomon, and 
Jeroboam dwelt in Egypt ;) that they sent and called him. And 
Jeroboam and all the congregation of Israel came, and spake unto 

4 Rehoboam, saying. Thy father made our ^ yoke grievous : now a ch. iv. 7. 
therefore make thou the grievous service of thy father, and 

his heavy yoke which he put upon us, lighter, and we will serve 

5 thee. And he said unto them. Depart yet for three days, then 
come again to me. And the people departed. 

6 And king Rehoboam consulted with the old men, that stood 
before Solomon his father while he yet lived, and said, How do 

7 ye advise that I may answer this people ? And they spake unto 
him, saying, If thou wilt be a servant unto this people this day, 
and wilt serve them, and answer them, and speak good words to 

8 them, then they will be thy servants for ever. But he forsook 
the counsel of the old men, which they had given him, and con- 
sulted with the youn^ men that were grown up with him, and 

9 which stood before him : and he said unto them. What counsel 
give ye that we may answer this people, who have spoken to me, 
saying, Make the yoke which thy father did put upon us lighter ? 

10 And the young men that were grown up with him spake unto him, 
saying. Thus shalt thou speak unto this people that spake unto 
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A C. 975.^ thee, sa)ring, Thy father made our yoke heavy, but make thou 
' ^ * it lighter unto us ; thus shalt thou say unto them, My finger 

shall be thicker than my father’s loins. And now whereas my 11 
father did lade you with a heavy yoke, I will add to your yoke : 
mjr father hath chastised you with whips, but I will chastise you 
with scorpions. 

So Jeroboam and all the people came to Rehoboam the third 12 
day, as the king had appointed, saying, Come to me again the 
eueh.hard- third day. And the king answered the people ® roughly, and 13 
• forsook the old men’s counsel that they gave him; and spake to I 4 
them after the counsel of the young men, saying, My father 
made your yoke heavy, and I will add to your yoke : my father 
also chastised you with whips, but 1 will chastise you with scor- 
pions. Wherefore the king hearkened not unto the people; 15 
for the cause was from the Lord, that he might perform his 
fch. xi.ii. saying, which the Lord ^spake by Ahijah the Shilonite unto 
Jeroboam the son of Nebat. 

So when all Israel saw that the king hearkened not unto 16 
them, the people answered the king, saying, What portion have 
we in David ? neither have inheritance in the son of Jesse : to 


gHeb. 
strengthened 
himself. 
h Or, fell 
away. 


i ch. xi. 13 . 


your tents, O Israel : now see to thine own house, David. So 
Israel departed unto their tents. But as for the children of 17 
Israel which dwelt in the cities of Judah, Rehoboam reigned 
over them. Then king Rehoboam sent Adoram, who was over is 
the tribute ; and all Israel stoned him with stones, that he died. 
Therefore king Rehoboam ^ made speed to get him up to his 
chariot, to flee to Jerusalem. So Israel ^ rebelled against the 19 
house of David unto this day. And it came to pass, when all Israel 20 
heard that Jeroboam was come again, that they sent and called 
him unto the congregation, and made him king over all Israel : 
there was none that followed the house of David, but the tribe 
of Judah * only. 

And when Rehoboam was come to Jerusalem, he assembled 21 


all the house of Judah, with the tribe of Benjamin, an hundred 
and fourscore thousand chosen men, which were warriors, to fight 
against the house of Israel, to bring the kingdom again to Reho- 
k2 chr.xi.2. boam the son of Solomon. But ^ the word of God came unto 22 


Shemaiah the man of God, saying, Speak unto Rehoboam, the 23 
son of Solomon, king of Judah, and unto all the house of Judah 
and Benjamin, and to the remnant of the people, saying. Thus 24 
saith the Lord, Ye shall not go up, nor fight against your breth- 
ren the children of Israel : return every man to his house ; for 
this thing is from me. They hearkened therefore to the word of 
the Lord, and returned to depart, according to the word of 
the Lord. 
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Ill 


§2. Government of Rehohoam, 

2 CHRONICLES XI. VER. 5, TO THE END. 

5 And Rehoboam dwelt in Jerusalem, and built cities for de- A.c. 973. 

6 fence in Judah. He built even Beth-lehem, and Etam, and ' ' 

7, sTekoa, and Beth-zur, and Shoco, and Adullam, and Gath, 

9 and Mareshah, and Ziph, and Adoraim, and Lachish, and Aze- 

10 kah, and Zorah, and Aijalon, and Hebron, which are in Judah 

Hand in Benjamin fenced cities. And he fortified the strong 

holds, and put captains in them, and store of victual, and of on 

12 and wine. And in every several city he put shields and spears, 
and made them exceeding strong, having Judah and Benjamin 
on his side. 

13 And the priests and the Levites that were in all Israel ^re- 

14 sorted to him out of all their coasts. Jb or the Levites left their reives to him. 
suburbs and their possession, and came to Judah and Jerusa- 
lem : for ^ Jeroboam and his sons had cast them off from ex- i> ch. xiii. 9. 

15 ecuting the priest’s office unto the Lord : and he ordained him 
priests for the high places, and for the devils, and for the calves 

16 which he had made. And after them out of all the tribes of 
Israel such as set their hearts to seek the Lord God of Israel 
came to Jerusalem, to sacrifice unto the Lord God of their 

17 fathers. So they strengthened the kingdom of Judah, and 
made Rehoboam the son of Solomon strong, three years : for 
three years they walked in the way of David and Solomon. 

18 And Rehoboam took him Mahalath the daughter of Jerimoth 
the son of David to wife, and Abihail the daughter of Eliab the 

19 son of Jesse; which bare him children; Jeush, and Shamariah, 

20 and Zaham. And after her he took ® Maachah the daughter of c i Kin. xv 2 . 
Absalom ; which bare him Abijah, and Attai, and Ziza, and 

21 Shelomith. And Rehoboam loved Maachah the daughter of 
Absalom above all his wives and his concubines : (for he took 
eighteen wives, and threescore concubines ; and begat twenty 

22 and eight sons, and threescore daughters.) And Rehoboam 
made Abijah the son of Maachah the chief, to he ruler among 

23 his brethren : for he thought to make him king. And he dealt 

wisely, and dispersed of all his children throughout all the 
countries of Judah and Benjamin, unto every fenced city: and 
he gave them victual in abundance. And he desired ^ many 
wives. wtvel 

2 CHRONICLES XII. VER. 1. 

1 And it came to pass, when Rehoboam had established the 
kingdom, and had strengthened himself, he forsook the law of 
the Lord, and all Israel with him. 

1 KINGS XIV. VER. 22, 23, 24. 

22 And Judah did evil in the sight of the Lord, and they pro- 
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A.c. 973. yoked him to jealousy with their sins which they had committed, 

' ' above all that their fathers had done. For they also built them 23 

]n^imag^s~ places, and ® images, and groves, on every high hill, and 

orf itatuet. under every green tree. And they were also sodomites in 24 
the land ; and they did according to all the abominations of 
the nations which the Lord cast out before the children of 
Israel. 


§ 3. Invasion of Skishak, 

2 CHRONICLES XII. VER. 2. TO THE END. 


970. 

a 1 Kin. xiv. 
24 , 25 . 


b Or, a little 
while. 


® And it came to pass, that in the fifth year of king Rehoboam 2 
Shishak king of Egypt came up against Jerusalem, because 
they had transgressed against the Lord, with twelve hundred 3 
chariots, and threescore thousand horsemen : and the people 
were without number that came with him out of Egypt ; the 
Lubims, the Sukkiims, and the Ethiopians. And he took the 4 
fenced cities which pertained to Judah, and came to Jeru- 
salem. 

Then came Sheraaiah the prophet to Rehoboam, and to the 5 
princes of Judah, that were gathered together to Jerusalem be- 
cause of Shishak, and said unto them. Thus saith the Lord, 

Ye have forsaken me, and therefore have I also left you in the 
hand of Shishak. Whereupon the princes of Israel and the 6 
king humbled themselves ; and they said, The Lord is righte- 
ous. And when the Lord saw that they humbled themselves, 7 
the word of the Lord came to Shemaiah, saying. They have 
humbled themselves ; therefore I will not destroy them, but I 
will grant them ^ some deliverance ; and my wrath shall not be 
poured out upon Jerusalem by the hand of Shishak. Never- 8 
theless they shall be his servants ; that they may know my ser- 
vice, and the service of the kingdoms of the countries. So 9 
Shishak king of Egypt came up against Jerusalem, and took 
away the treasures of the house of the Lord, and the treasures 
of the king’s house; he took all: he carried away also the 
c ch. ix. 15. shields of gold which Solomon had ® made. Instead of which 10 
king Rehoboam made shields of brass, and committed them to 
the nands of the chief of the guard, that kept the entrance of 
the king’s house. And when the king entered into the house ll 
of the Lord, the guard came and fetched them, and brought 
them again into the guard chamber. And when he humbled 12 
himseli; the wrath of the Lord turned from him, that he would 

^and also in Judah things went 

So king Rehoboam strengthened himself in Jerusalem, and 13 
reigned : for ® Rehoboam was one and forty years old when he 
began to reign, and he reigned seventeen years in Jerusalem, 
the city which the Lord had chosen out of all the tribes of 
Israel, to put his name there. And his mother’s name was 


in Judah there 
were good 
things. 

e 1 Kin. xiv. 
21 . 
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uNaamah an Ammonitess. And he did evil, because he *^pre- A.C. 970. 
15 pared not his heart to seek the Lord. Now the acts of Reho- for, fixed. 
boam, first and last, are they not written in the ^ book of g Heb. word>. 
Shemaiali the prophet, and of Iddo the seer concerning gene- 
alogies? And there were wars between Rehoboam and Jero- 
l6boam continually. And Rehoboam slept with his fathers, and 
was buried in the city of David : and Abijah his son reigned in 
his stead. 

2 CHRONICLES X. 

1 And h Rehoboam went to Shechem ; for to Shechem were all Israel come to 

2 make him king. And it came to pass, when Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who was 
in Egypt, whither he had fled from the presence of Solomon the king, heard *7, that 

a Jeroboam returned out of Egypt. And they sent and called him. So Jeroboam 

4 and all Israel came and spake to Rehoboam, saying. Thy father made our yoke 
grievous : now therefore ease thou somewhat the grievous servitude of thy father, 

5 and his heavy yoke that he put upon us, and we will serve thee. And he said 
unto them, Come again unto me after three days. And the people departed. 

6 And king Rehoboam took counsel with the old men that had stood before Solo- 
mon his father while he yet lived, saying, What counsel give yc wc to return answer 

7 to this people ? And they spake unto him, saying, If thou be kind to this people, 
and please them, and speak good words to them, they will be thy servants for ever. 

8 But he forsook the counsel which the old men gave him, and took counsel with the 

9 young men that were brought up with him, that stood before him. And he said 
unto them, What advice give ye that we may return answer to this people, which 
have spoken to me, saying. Ease somewhat the yoke that thy father did put upon 

10 us ? And the young men that were brought up with him spake unto him, saying, 

Thus shalt thou answer the people that spake unto thee, saying, Thy father made 
our yoke heavy, but make thou il somewhat lighter for us ; thus shalt thou say unto 

11 them. My little shall be thicker than my father's loins. For whereas my 

father i put a heavy yoke upon you, I will put more to your yoke : my father chas- i Heb. laded. 

12 Used you with whips, but 1 will chastise you with scorpions. So Jeroboam and all 
the people came to Rehoboam on the third day, as the king bade, saying. Come 

13 again to me on the third day. And the king answered them roughly ; and king 

14 Rehoboam forsook the counsel of the old men, and answered them after the advice 
of the young men, saying. My father made your yoke heavy, but I will add there- 
to : my father chastised you with whips, but 1 will chastise you with scorpions. 

15 So the king hearkened not unto the people; for the cause was of God, that the 

Lord might perform his word, which he spake by the j hand of Ahijah the Shi- j 1 Kin. xi. 
Ionite to Jeroboam the son of Nebat. 

16 And when all Israel saw that the king would not hearken unto them, the people 
answered the king, saying, What portion have we in David ? and we have none 
inheritance in the son of Jesse : every man to your tents, O Israel : and now, David, 

17 see to thine own house. So all Israel went to their tents. But as for the children 

18 of Israel that dwelt in the cities of Judah, Rehoboam reigned over them. Then 
king Rehoboam sent Hadoram that was over the tribute ; and the children of 
Israel stoned him with stones, that he died. But king Rehoboam k made speed to k Heb. 

19 get him up to his chariot, to flee to Jerusalem. And Israel rebelled against the etrengihened 

house of David unto this day. himself. 

2 CHRONICLES XI. VER. 1—4. 

1 And 1 when Rehoboam was come to Jerusalem, he gathered of the house*^of Judah 1 1 Kin. xii. 
and Benjamin an hundred and fourscore thousand chosen 7«cn, which were war- 21, &c. 
riors, to fight against Israel, that he might bring the kingdom again to Rehoboam. 

2, 3 But the word of the Lord came to Shemaiah the man of God, saying, Speak unto 
Rehoboam the son of Solomon, king of Judah, and to all Israel in Judah and Ben- 

4 jamin, saying. Thus saith the Lord, Ye shall not go up, nor fight against your 
brethren : return every man to his house ; for this thing is done of me. And they 
obeyed the words of the Lord, and returned from going against Jeroboam. 

1 KINGS XIV. PART OF VER. 21, AND VER. 25, TO THE END. 

21 And he reigned seventeen years in Jerusalem, the city which the Lord did 
VOL. II. I • 
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choose out of all the tribes of Israel, to put his name there. And his mother’s name 
was Naamah an Ammonitess. 

And it came to pass in the fifth year of king Rehoboam, that Shishak king of 25 
Egypt came up against Jerusalem ; and he took away the treasures of the house of 26 
the Lord, and the treasures of the king’s house ; he even took away all : and he 
took away all the shields of gold ™ which Solomon had made. And king Rehoboam 27 
made in their stead brasen shields, and committed them unto the hands of the chief 
of the guard, which kept the door of the king’s house. And it was so, when the 28 
king went into the house of the Lord, that the guard bare them, and brought 
them back into the guard chamber. 

Now the rest of the acts of Rehoboam, and all that he did, are they not written 29 
in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Judah 1 And there was war between 39 
Rehoboam and Jeroboam all their days. And Rehoboam slept with his fathers, 31 
and was buried with his fathers in the city of David. And his mother’s name was 
Naamah an Ammonitess. And Abijam his son reigned in his stead. 

PART L 

PORTION II. 

Events in the Kingdom of Israel^ contemporary with the Reign of 
Rehoboam King of Judah. 

§ 1 . Idolatry of the golden Calves. 

1 KINGS XII. VER. 25, TO THE END. 

974. Then Jeroboam built Shecliem in mount Ephraim, and dwelt 25 
therein ; and went out from thence, and built Penuel. And 26 
Jeroboam said in his heart. Now shall the kingdom return to 
the house of David : if this people go up to do sacrifice in the 27 
house of the Lord at Jerusalem, then shall the heart of this 
people turn again unto their lord, even unto Rehoboam king of 
Judah, and they shall kill me, and go again to Rehoboam king 
of Judah. * Whereupon the king took counsel, and made two 28 


A.c. 970. 


mch. X. 16 . 


n Heb. run- 
ners. 


' Few subjects seem, at first sight, to be attended with more difficulties than the scriptural his- 
tory of the idolatry of the golden calf. Immediately after the exodus, while the impression of the 
stupendous miracles, which had delivered the Israelites from Egypt, was still fresh in their remem- 
brance, they worshipped an Egyptian idol ; and, in the history of the revolt of the ten tribes, we 
are informed that Jeroboam, to perpetuate the rebellion of the people, and to prevent their returning 
to their legitimate sovereign, set up, at the opposite end of his dominions, two calves of gold. He 
professed to do this to save them the unnecessary trouble of going up to Jerusalem to worship. “ It 
is too much for you to go up to Jerusalem ; behold thy gods, O Israel,, which brought thee up out 
of the land of Egypt.” The people submitted to the new mode of worship, although they had, 
only the week before their rebellion, acknowledged the exclusive worship of Jehovah. They sud- 
denly change their faith, contrary to every known principle of action, without scruple, without hesi- 
tation, without any apparent consciousness of inconsistency or impiety. 

To account for this extraordinary conduct, we must observe how skilfully the rebellious Jeroboam 
adapted his innovation to the received opinions of the people. The new worship which he was 
desirous of establishing was a studied imitation of the regular service at Jerusalem. Priests were 
consecrated, and the great festivals observed ; sacrifices were offered, and the worship of Jehovah 
professedly continued. Some alterations were indeed made, in conformity to those erroneous 
notions which the Israelites had imbibed from the surrounding idolaters, and from which they were 
never entirely emancipated till after the Babylonish captivity. 

Within the sanctuary, in the temple of Jerusalem, were the figures of the cherubim. These 
figures were a combination of the forms of a man, a bull, a lion, and an eagle, in one body, in 
which the form of the bull predominated. It is generally affirmed, therefore, that the two calves 
which Jeroboam set up were intended to represent these cherubim. They were either the com- 
plete figure of the cherubim, or the form of an ox or calf only, or, as is sometimes supposed, the 
head alone of a calf. Had Jeroboam been contented with this innovation, he would have been 

• 9 
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calves of gold, and said unto them, It is too much for you to go up A.c. 074. 
to Jerusalem : ^ behold thy gods, O Israel, which brought thee up 

29 out of the land of Egypt And he set the one in Beth-el, and ^ 

30 the other put he in Dan. And this thing became a sin : for the 

31 people went to worship before the one, even unto Dan. And he 
made an house of high places, and made priests of the lowest of 

32 the people, which were not of the sons of Levi. And Jeroboam 
ordained a feast in the eighth month, on the fifteenth day of 

the month, like unto the feast that is in Judah, and he ^ offered ^ or, weni up 
upon the altar. So did he in Beth-el, ^ sacrificing unto the ^c. ^ 
calves that he had made : and he placed in Beth-el the priests of 

33 the high places which he had made. So he ^ offered upon the 

altar which he had made in Beth-el the fifteenth day of the eighth ^c. 
month, even in the month which he had devised of his own heart ; 
and ordained a feast unto the children of Israel : and he offered 
upon the altar, ‘^and burnt incense. cHeb. 

r ^ incense. 

§ 2 History of the Prophet of Beth-el. 

1 KINGS XIII. 

1 And, behold, there came a man of God out of Judah by the 
word of the Lord unto Beth-el: and Jeroboam stood by the 

2 altar to burn incense. And he cried against the altar in the a Or, to offer. 
word of the Lord, and said, O altar, altar, thus saith the Lord ; 

Behold, a child shall be born unto the house of David, ^ Josiah 

by name ; and upon thee shall he offer the priests of the high 
places that burn incense upon thee, and men's bones shall be 

3 burnt upon thee. And he gave a sign the same day, saying. 

This is the sign which the Lord hath spoken ; Behold, the 
altar shall be rent, and the ashes that are upon it shall be poured 

4 out. And it came to pass, when king Jeroboam heard the say- 
ing of the man of God, which had cried against the altar in 
Beth-el, that he put forth his hand from the altar, saying. Lay 
hold on him. And his hand, which he put forth against him, dried 

5 up, so that he could not pull it in again to him. The altar also 


guilty only of schism, not of idolatry. But he had no sooner set up the golden calves, than he gave 
them the names of the Egyptian idols ; he declared the cherubim to be the bulls Apis and Mnevis ; 
he pronounced them the deliverers of Israel from Egypt, and worshipped them with the same rites 
with which Jehovah was worshipped in the temple at Jerusalem. That this was the sin of Jero- 
boam, who is so repeatedly said “ to have made Israel to sin,” may be collected from Scripture itself. 
Hosea styles the idols of Jeroboam “ the calves of Beth-aven.” Aven was the same as the Egyptian 
deity Aun or On. The letters of the two words in Hebrew are the same : the apparent difference 
between them is made only by the Masoretic punctuation. Aven, Aun, or On, was the Sun, the 
same as Osiris ; the worship of the calves, therefore, must have been, substantially, the worship of 
the Sun. 

By this insidious stratagem, we 6nd that Jeroboam contrived to retain in his dominions a great 
number of the nominal worshippers of Jehovah ; and, at the same time, strengthened his govern- 
ment by the adherence of many thousands of those who bad long been attached, particularly in 
the northern parts of Judea, to the idolatries of the surrounding pagans. — Vide Selden’s de Diis 
Syr. p. 61, Amsterdam, edit. 1680; Pfeiffer, Diff- loc. SS. p. 247 ; Bishop Patrick; Faber, Orig. 
of Pagan Idolatry, book ii. chap. vi. p. 434 ; Horsley, Bib. Crit. vol. iii. p. 241 ; Witsius, Egyp- 
tiaca, p. 6*3. 
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A C. 974. was rent, and the ashes poured out from the altar, according to 
the sign which the man of God had given by the word of the 
Lord. And the king answered and said unto the man of God, 6 
Intreat now the face of the Lord thy God, and pray for me, 
that my hand may be restored me again. And the man of God 
c Heb. the bcsought ® the Lord, and the king’s hand was restored him 

again, and became as it was before. And the king said unto 7 
the man of God, Come home with me, and refresh thyself, and 
I will give thee a reward. And the man of God said, unto the 8 
king. If thou wilt give me half thine house, I will not go in with 
thee, neither will I eat bread nor drink water in this place : 
for so was it charged me by the word of the Lord, saying, Eat 9 
no bread, nor drink water, nor turn again by the same way that 
thou earnest. So he went another way, and returned not by 10 
the way that he came to Beth-el. 

Now there dwelt an old prophet in Beth-el; and his sons 11 
came and told him all the works that the man of God had done 
that day in Beth-el : the words which he had spoken unto the 
king, them they told also to their father. And their father said 12 
unto them. What way went he ? For his sons had seen what 
way the man of God went, which came from Judah. And he 13 
said unto his sons. Saddle me the ass. So they saddled him the 
ass : and he rode thereon, and went after the man of God, and 14 
found him sitting under an oak : and he said unto him. Art thou 
the man of God that earnest from J udah ? And he said, I am. Then 15 
he said unto him, Come home with me, and eat bread. And 16 
he said, 1 may not return with thee, nor go in with thee : nei- 
ther will I eat bread nor drink water with thee in this place : 
diTeb. fl for ^ it was said to me by the word of the Lord, Thou shalt 17 

ward was. bread nor drink water there, nor turn again to go by the 

way that thou earnest. He said unto him, I am a, prophet also 18 
as thou art ; and an angel spake unto me by the word of the 
Lord, saying. Bring him back with thee into thine house, that 
he may eat bread and drink water. But he lied unto him. So 19 
he went back with him, and did eat bread in his house, and 
drank water. 

And it came to pass, as they sat at the table, that the word 20 
of the Lord came unto the prophet that brought him back : 
and he cried unto the man of God that came from Judah, say- 21 
ing. Thus saith the Lord, Forasmuch as thou hast disobeyed 
the mouth of the Lord, and hast not kept the commandment 
which the Lord thy God commanded thee, but earnest back, 22 
and hast eaten bread and drunk water in the place, of the 
w^hich the LORD did say to thee. Eat no bread, and drink no 
water ; thy carcase shall not come unto the sepulchre of thy 
fathers. 

And it came to pass, after he had eaten bread, and after he 23 
had drunk, that he saddled for him the ass, to wit^ for the pro- 
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24 phet whom he had brought back. And when he was gone, a A C- 974. 

lion met him by the way, and slew him : and his carcase was ^ ' 

cast in the way, and the ass stood by it, the lion also stood by 

25 the carcase. And, behold, men passed by, and saw the carcase 
cast in the way, and the lion standing by the carcase : and they 

26 came and told it in the city where the old prophet dwelt. And 
when the prophet that brought him back from the way heard 
thereof^ he said, It is the man of God, who was disobedient unto 
the word of the Lord : therefore the Lord hath delivered him 
unCo the lion, which hath ®torn him, and slain him, according eHeb. 

27 to the word of the Lord, which he spake unto him. And he 
spake to his sons, saying, Saddle me the ass. And they saddled 

28 him. And he went ana found his carcase cast in the way, and 
the ass and the lion standing by the carcase : the lion had not 

29 eaten the carcase, nor ^torn the ass. And the prophet took up fHeb.6roA««. 
the carcase of the man of God, and laid it upon the ass, and 
brought it back : and the old propliet came to the city, to mourn 

30 and to bury him. And he laid his carcase in his own grave ; 

31 and they mourned over him, saying^ Alas, my brother ! And it 
came to pass, after he had buried him, that he spake to his sons, 
saying, When I am dead, then bury me in the sepulchre 
wherein the man of God is buried ; lay my bones beside his 

32 bones: for the saying which he cried by the word of the Lord 
against the altar in Beth-el, and against all the houses of the 
high places which are in the cities of Samaria, shall surely 
come to pass. 

33 After this thing Jeroboam returned not from his evil way, 
but ^^made again of the lowest of the people priests of the high 
places : whosoever would, he consecrated him, and he became made. 

34 one of the priests of the high places. And this thing became * 
sin unto the house of Jeroboam, even to cut it off, and to de- 
stroy it from off the face of the earth. 

PART 11. 

Meiyn of Abijah, three Years — From 95B to 955. 

2 CHRONICLES XIII. VER. 1 — 21. 

1 Now ^in the eighteenth year of king Jeroboam began 958. 

2 Abijah * to reign over Judah. He reigned three years in Jeru- 


2 Abijah is called Abijam, 1 Kings xv. 1 : his mother also is spoken of both as Maachah and 
Michah ; and his grandfather, by his mother’s side, is called both Absalom and Uriel. Such 
changes of names are not unfrequent in Scripture, and are either so used by the inspired writers, 
purposely to hint something to us concerning the person ; or else they were occasioned by the 
people, who frequently appropriated names to individuals in reference to their characters, or to 
some qualification or action, by which they had been distinguished, and often from their family, or 
some person of their family from whom they had descended. Thus Maachah might have had her 
name changed when she was made queen, when she assumed the name of the first mother of a 
renowned family in that tribe from whence she descended. (1 Chron. viii. 29.) She was of Gibeah, 
the city of Saul ; and, it is very probable, of the kindred of Saul : and therefore her father, who 
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A.c. 958 . Salem. His mother’s name also was Michaiah the daughter of 
, Uriel of Gibeah. And there was war between Abijah and 
957. Jeroboam. And Abijah ^ set the battle in array with an army 3 
of valiant men of war, even four hundred thousand chosen 
men : Jeroboam also set the battle in array against him with 
eight hundred thousand chosen men, being mighty men of 
valour. 

And Abijah stood up upon mount Zemaraim, which is in 4 
mount Ephraim, and said. Hear me, thou Jeroboam, and all 
Israel; Ought ye not to know that the Lord God of Israel 5 
gave the kingdom over Israel to David for ever, even to him 
and to his sons by a covenant of salt ? Yet Jeroboam the son 6 
of Nebat, the servant of Solomon the son of David, is risen up. 

Kin. xi. c rebelled against his lord. And there are gathered 7 

unto him vain men, the children of Belial, and have strength- 
ened themselves against Rehoboam the son of Solomon, when 
Rehoboam was young and tenderhearted, and could not with- 
stand them. And now ye think to withstand the kingdom of 8 
the Lord in the hand of the sons of David ; and ye he a great 
multitude, and there are with you golden calves, which Jero- 
Kin. \ii. |)oam ^ made you for gods. ®Have ye not cast out the priests 9 
L oh. xi. 14 . of the Lord, the sons of Aaron, and the Levites, and have 
made you priests after the manner of the nations of other lands ? 
nuy.iofiii gQ whosoever cometh ^to consecrate himself with a vouno* 
bullock and seven rams, the same may be a priest or them that 
are no gods. But as for us, the Lord is our God, and we 10 
have not forsaken him ; and the priests, which minister unto 
the Lord, are the sons of Aaron, and the Levites wait upon 
gch. ii. 4 . their business : ^ and they burn unto the Lord every morning 1 1 
h Lev. xxiv. aiid every evening burnt sacrifices and sweet incense : the *^shew- 
bread also set they in order upon the pure table; and the candle- 
stick of gold with the lamps thereof, to burn every evening : for 
we keep the charge of the Lord our God ; but ye have for- 
saken him. And, behold, God himself is with us for our cap- 1 2 
tain, and his priests with sounding trumpets to cry alarm against 
you. O children of Israel, fight ye not against the Lord God 
of your fathers ; for ye shall not prosper. 

But Jeroboam caused an ambushment to come about behind 13 
them ; so they were before Judah, and the ambushment was 
behind them. And when Judah looked back, behold, the 14 
battle was before and behind: and they cried unto the Lord, 
and the priests sounded with the trumpets. Then the men of 15 
Judah gave a shout : and as the men of Judah shouted, it came 
to pass, that God smote Jeroboam and all Israel before Abijah 
and Judah. And the children of Israel fled before Judah : and 16 

was properly called Absalom, is called Uriel ; which name is very similar, in its signification, to 
Ner and Eshbaal, men of the stock and family of Saul. There is therefore no inconsistency, when 
the same persons are called in Scripture by different names. — Lightfoot’s Works, vol. i. p. 78, 79. 
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17 God delivered them into their hand. And Abijah and his A.c. 957. 

people slew them with a peat slaughter: so there fell down ^ ' 

18 slain of Israel five hundrea thousand chosen men. Thus the 
children of Israel were brought under at that time, and the 
children of Judah prevailed, because they relied upon the 

19 Lord God of their fathers. And Abijah pursued after Jero- 
boam, and took cities from him, Beth-el with the towns thereof, 
and Jeshanah with the towns thereof, and Ephraim with the 

20 towns thereof. Neither did Jeroboam recover strength again 
in the days of Abijah: and the Lord struck him, and he 
died. 

21 But Abijah waxed mighty, and married fourteen wives, and 
begat twenty and two sons, and sixteen daughters. 

1 KINGS XV. VER. 3 — 8. 

3 And he walked in all the sins of his father, which he had 
done before him : and his heart was not perfect with the Lord 

4 his God, as the heart of David his father. Nevertheless for 
David’s sake did the Loud his God give him a ' lamp in Jeru- i or, ca«d/e. 
salem, to set up his son after him, and to establish Jerusalem : 

5 because David did that which was right in the eyes of the 
Lord, and turned not aside from any thing that he commanded 
him all the days of his life, ^ save only in the matter of Uriah ^ 

6 the Hittite. And there was war between Rehoboam and 

7 Jeroboam all the days of his life. ^ Now the rest of the acts 2^3^22.^*”' 
of Abijam, and all that he did, are they not written in the book 

of the chronicles of the kings of Judah ? And there was war 

8 between Abijam and Jeroboam. ^ And Abijam slept with his ra2 cin. xiv. 
fathers ; and they buried him in the city of David : and Asa his 

son reigned in his stead. 


2 CHRONICLES XIII. VER. 22. 


22 And the rest of the acts of Abijah, and his ways, and his 
sayings, are written in the ^ story of the prophet ® Iddo 


n Or com- 
mentary. 

0 ch. xii. 15. 


1 KINGS XV, VER, 1, 2. 


1 Now P in the eighteenth year of king Jeroboam the son of Nebat reigned Abijam p 2 Chr. xUi. 

2 over Judah. Three years reigned he in Jerusalem. And his mother’s name was L 2. 
Maachah, the daughter of Abishalom. 


3 This Part has no second Portion ; because the only event, in the reign of Jeroboam, contem- 
porary with the reign of Abijah, which is related in Scripture, was the battle which took place 
between the armies of their respective kingdoms ,* and this event is necessarily related in the his- 
tory of the king of Judah. 
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PART III. 


PORTION I. 

Reign of Asa^ the third King of Judah — Forty-one Years — 
From 955 to 914. 

§ 1. Fiety of Asa 

2 CHRONICLES XIV. FORMER PART OF VER. 1. 

A.c. 955. So Abijah slept with his fathers, and they buried him in the i 
city of David : and ^ Asa his son reigned in his stead. 

8, &c. 

1 KINGS XV. VER. 9? 10, 11. 

And in the twentieth year of Jeroboam king of Israel reigned 9 
Asa over Judah. And forty undone years reigned he in Jeru- 10 
b That is, Salem. And his ^ mothers name was Maachah, the daughter 
^rawrfwo And Asa did that which was right in the eyes of 1 1 

the Lord, as did David his father. 


2 chronicles XIV. LATTER PART OF VER. 1, 2, 3. 

951 . In his days the land was quiet ten years. And Asa did 1,2 
that which was good and right in the eyes of the Lord his God: 
for he took away the altars of the strange gods^ and the high 3 
cHeb.^/a/aw. places, and brake down the ® images, and cut down the 
groves. 

1 kings XV. VER. 12 — 15. 


And he took away the sodomites out of the land, and removed 12 
d^2 chr, XV. all the idols that his fathers had made. And also ^ Maachah his 13 
mother, even her he removed from being queen, because she 
eHeb. cMfo/. had made an idol in a grove; and Asa ® destroyed her idol, and 

burnt it by the brook Kidron. But the high places were not 14 
removed : nevertheless Asa’s heart was perfect with the Lord 
fHeb. lio/y. all liis days. And he brought in the ^things which his 15 
father had dedicated, and the things which himself had de- 
dicated, into the house of the Lord, silver, and gold, and 
vessels. 


2 CHRONICLES XIV. VER. 4, TO THE END. 

And commanded Judah to seek the Lord God of their 4 
fathers, and to do the law and the commandment. Also he took 5 

* Asa began his reign in the twentieth year of Jeroboam. It is evident, therefore, that the 
three years of Abijah were years current ; for Abijah began to reign in the eighteenth year of 
Jeroboam. The reigns indeed of all the kings (according to the popular mode of computation in 
the East) are computed in current time. Thus the reign of Zedekiah is said to have been eleven 
years ; it was in fact merely ten years, four months, and eight days. It is usual, in Scripture, to 
put the whole for a part, even when days only are computed. Thus our Saviour is said to have 
remained in the grave three days and three nights. It is well known, that he was confined in the 
sepulchre one whole day, and a comparatively small space of the two other days. — Vide Bp. Patrick 
in loc. ; the tables of the kings of Judah and Israel at the end of Whiston’s Chronology; and 
Hales’s Analysis, vol. ii. p. 408. 
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away out of all the cities of Judah the high places and the A.c. 951. 
^images; and the kingdom was quiet before him. ^eb . aun 

6 And he built fenced cities in Judah : for the land had rest, *"*'*i'‘'*- 
and he had no war in those years ; because the Lord had given 

7 him rest. Therefore he said unto Judah, Let us build these 944. 
cities, and make about them walls, and towers, gates, and bars, 
while the land is yet before us ; because we have sought the 
Lord our God, we have sought him^ and he hath given us rest 

8 on every side. So they built and prospered. And Asa had 
an army of men that bare targets and spears, out of Judah three 
hundred thousand; and out of Benjamin, that bare shields and 
drew bows, two hundred and fourscore thousand : all these were 
mighty men of valour. 

9 ^ And there came out against them Zerah the Ethiopian with ® 

an host of a thousand thousand, and three hundred chariots ; 

10 and came unto Mareshah. Then Asa went out against him, 
and they set the battle in array in the valley of Zephathah at 

11 Mareshah. And Asa cried unto the Lord his God, and said. 

Lord, it is ^ nothing with thee to help, whether with many, or nsam.xiv.c. 
with them that have no power: help us, O Lord our God ; for 
we rest on thee, and in thy name we go against this multitude. 

O Lord, thou art our God ; let not ^ man prevail against thee, k or, moriai 

1280 the Lord smote the Ethiopians before Asa, and before 

13 Judah; and the Ethiopians fled. And Asa and the people that 
taere with him pursued them unto Gerar : and the Ethiopians 
were overthrown, that they could not recover themselves ; for 

they were ^ destroyed before the Lord, and before his host ; 1 Heb.6/oA:««. 

14 and they carried away very much spoil. And they smote all 
the cities round about Gerar ; for the feiir of the Lord came 
upon them : and they spoiled all the cities ; for there was ex- 

15 ceeding much spoil in them. They smote also the tents of 
cattle, and carried away sheep and camels in abundance, and 
returned to Jerusalem. 

§ 2. Asa makes a Covenant with God, 

2 CHRONICLES XV. VER. 1 — 15. 

1 And the Spirit of God came upon Azariah the son of Oded : 

2 and he went out to ^ meet Asa, and said unto him. Hear ye me, » Web. before 
Asa, and all Judah and Benjamin; The Lord is with you, while 

ye be with him ; and if ye seek him, he will be found of you ; 

3 but if ye forsake him, he will forsake you. Now for a long 
season Israel hath been without the true God, and without a 

4 teaching priest, and without law. But when they in their 
trouble did turn unto the Lord God of Israel, and sought him, 

5 he was found of them. And in those times there was no peace 
to him that went out, nor to him that came in, but great vexa- 

6 tions were upon all the inhabitants of the countries. And ^ 
nation was destroyed of nation, and city of city : for God did in piece,. 
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A.o. 944. vex them with all adversity. Be ye strong therefore, and let 7 
" ' * not your hands be weak : for your work: shall be rewarded. 

And when Asa heard these words, and the prophecy of Oded 8 
cueh.abomi- the prophet, he took courage, and put away the ‘^abominable 
na tons. Judah and Bem’amin, and out of the 

cities which he had taken from mount Ephraim, and renewed 
the altar of the Lokn, that was before the porch of the Lord. 
And he gathered all Judah and Benjamin, and the strangers 9 
with them out of Ephraim and Manasseh, and out of Simeon : 
for they fell to him out of Israel in abundance, when they saw 
that the Lord his God with him. So they gathered them- lo 
selves together at Jerusalem in the third month, in the fifteenth 
year of the reign of Asa. And they oifered unto the Lord ii 
tha\^day! Same time, of the spoil which they had brought, seven 

hundred oxen and seven thousand sheep. And they entered 12 
into a covenant to seek the Lord God of their fathers with all 
their heart and with all their soul; that whosoever would not 13 
Lord God of Israel ® should be put to death, whether 
small or great, whether man or woman. And they sware unto 14 
the Lord with a loud voice, and with shouting, and with 
trumpets, and with cornets. And all Judah rejoiced at the 15 
oath : for they had sworn with all their heart, and sought him 
with their whole desire ; and he was found of them : and the 
Lord gave them rest round about. 

2 CHRONICLES XV. VER. 18, 19. 

And he brought into the house of God the things that his 18 
father had dedicated, and that he himself had dedicated, silver, 
and gold, and vessels. And there was no more war unto the 19 
five and thirtieth year of the reign of Asa, 

§ 3. War with Baasha. 

1 KINGS XV. VER. l6 — 22. 

941. And there was war between Asa and Baasha king of Israel 16 
1 days. And ^Baasha king of Israel went up against 17 

Judah, and built Ramah, that he might not suffer any to go out 
or come in to Asa king of Judah. Then Asa took all the is 
silver and the gold that were left in the treasures of the house 
of the Lord, and the treasures of the king’s house, and 
delivered them into the hand of his servants : and king Asa 
b 2 Chr.xvi. sent them to ^Ben-hadad, the son of Tabrimon, the son of 
Hezion, king of Syria, that dwelt at Damascus, saying. There 19 
is a league between me and thee, and between my father and 
thy father : behold, I have sent unto thee a present of silver 
and gold ; come and break thy league with Baasha king of 
c Heb. go up. that he may depart from me. So Ben-hadad 20 

hearkened unto king Asa, and sent the captains of the hosts 
which he had against the cities of Israel, and smote Ijon, and 
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Dan, and Abel-beth-maachah, and all Cinneroth, with all the a.c. 941. 

21 land of Naphtali. And it came to pass, when Baasha heard ^ ^ 

thereof^ that he left off building of Ramali, and dwelt in 

22 Tirzah. Then king Asa made a proclamation throughout all 940. 
Judah; none ‘^exempted: and they took away the stones d Heb./rt-e. 
of Ramah, and the timber thereof, wherewith Baasha had 
builded ; and king Asa built with them Geba of Benjamin, and 
Mizpah. 

§ 4. Death of Asa. 


2 CHRONICLES XVI. VER. 7? TO THE END. 

7 And at that time Hanani the seer came to Asa king of 
Judah, and said unto him, Because thou hast relied on the king 
of Syria, and not relied on the Lord thy God, therefore is 
the host of the king of Syria escaped out of thine hand. 

8 Were not ^the Ethiopians and the Lubims ^a huge host, with ach. xiy.j). 
very many chariots and horsemen ? yet, because thou didst \bundanvc. 

9 rely on the Lord, he delivered them into thine hand. For 
the eyes of the Lord run to and fro throughout the whole 

earth, ®to shew himself strong in the behalf of them vAio^q a ox, strongly 
heart is perfect toward him. Herein thou hast done foolishly : themfrc.^* 

10 therefore from henceforth thou shalt have wars. Then Asa 
was wroth with the seer, and put him in a prison house ; for he 
teas in a rage with him because of this thing. And Asa ^ op- 
pressed some of the people the same time. 

11 And, behold, the acts of Asa, first and last, lo, they 

12 written in the book of the kings of Judah and Israel. And 
Asa in the thirty and ninth year of his reign was diseased in 
his feet, until his disease ivas exceeding great : yet in his dis- 
ease he sought not to the Lord, but to the physicians. 

13 And Asa slept with his fathers, and died in the one and 914. 

14 fortieth year of his reign. And they buried him in his own 
sepulchres, which he had ®made for himself in the city of 
David, and laid him in the bed which was filled with sweet 
odours and divers kinds of spices prepared by the apothecaries’ 
art : and they made a very great burning for him. 

1 KINGS XT. VER. 23, 24. 

23 The rest of all the acts of Asa, and all his might, and all that he did, and the 
cities which he built, are they not written in the book of the chronicles of the kings 
of Judah ? Nevertheless in the time of his old age he was diseased in his feet. 

24 And Asa slept with his fathers, and was buried with his fathers in the city of David 

his father : and ^Jehoshaphat his son reigned in his stead. f Matt. i. 8, 

^ called Josa- 

2 CHRONICLES XVI. VER. 1—6. 

1 In the six and thirtieth year of the reign of Asa S Baasha king of Israel came up g i Kin. xv. 
against Judah, and built Ramah, to the intent that he might let none go out or come H. 

2 in to Asa king of Judah. Then Asa brought out silver and gold out of the trea- 
sures of the house of the Lord and of the king’s house, and sent to Ben-hadad 

3 king of Syria, that dwelt at h Damascus, saying. There is a league between me and h Heb. Dar- 
thee, as there was between my father and thy father : behold, I have sent thee 
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A.C. 914. silver and gold; go, break thy league with Baasha king of Israel, that he may 

' \ ^ depart from me. And Ben-hadad hearkened unto king Asa, and sent the captains 4 

of his armies against the cities of Israel ; and they smote Ijon, and Dan, and Abel- 
maim, and all the store cities of Naphtali. And it came to pass, when Baasha 5 
heard itf that he left off building of Ramah, and let his work cease. Then Asa the 6 
king took all Judah ; and they carried away the stones of Ramah, and the timber 
thereof, wherewith Baasha was building ; and he built therewith Geba and 
Mizpah. 

2 CHRONICLES XV. VER. 16, 17* 

And also concerning * Maachah the mother of Asa the king, he removed her 16 
from being queen, because she had made an kidol in a grove : and Asa cut down 
her idol, and stamped it^ and burnt it at the brook Kidron. But the high places 17 
were not taken away out of Israel : nevertheless the heart of Asa was perfect all 
his days. 


i 1 Kin. XV. 
13 . 

k Heb. horror. 


PART III. 

PORTION II. 

Events in the Kingdom of Israel^ contemporary with the Reigrt of 
Asa, King of Judah, 

§ 1 . Death of Jeroboam and his Son, 

1 KINGS XIV. VER. 1 — 20. 

955. At that time Abijah the son of Jeroboam fell sick. And 1,2 
Jeroboam said to his wife, Arise, I pray thee, and disguise thy- 
self, that thou be not known to be the wife of Jeroboam ; and 
get thee to Shiloh : behold, there is Ahijah the prophet, which 
ach. xi. 31 . told me that ^ I should be king over this people. And take 3 
b Heb. in ^ with thee ten loaves, and cracknels, and a ^ cruse of honey, 
ca”^. and go to him : he shall tell thee what shall become of the 
dOr, bottle, child. And Jeroboam’s wife did so, and arose, and went to 4 
Shiloh, and came to the house of Ahijah. But Ahijah could 
e Heb. tiood not see ; for his eyes ® were set by reason of his age. 

And the Lord said unto Ahijah, Behold, the wife of Jero- 5 
boam cometh to ask a thing of thee for her son ; for he is sick : 
thus and thus shalt thou say unto her : for it shall be, when she 
cometh in, that she shall feign herself to he another woman. 
And it was so^ when Ahijah neard the sound of her feet, as 6 
she came in at the door, that he said. Come in, thou wife of 
Jeroboam ; why feign est thou thyself to he another ? for I am 
meh.hard. sent to thee with ^ heavy tidings. Go, tell Jeroboam, Thus 7 
saith the Lord God of Israel, Forasmuch as I exalted thee 
from among the people, and made thee prince over my people 
Israel, and rent the kingdom away from the house of David, 8 
and gave it thee : and yet thou hast not been as my servant 
David, who kept my commandments, and who followed me 
with all his heart, to do that only which was right in mine eyes ; 
but hast done evil above all that were before thee : for thou 9 
hast gone and made thee other gods, and molten images, to 
provoke me to anger, and hast cast me behind thy back : there- 10 
g ch. XV. 29 . fore, behold, ^ I will bring evil upon the house of Jeroboam, 
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and ^ will cut ofF from Jeroboam him that pisseth against the A.c. 955. 
wall, and him that is shut up and left in Israel, and will take hliTxxilh 
away the remnant of the house of Jeroboam, as a man taketh ^ 

11 away dung, till it be all gone. Him that dieth of Jeroboam 
in the city shall the dogs eat ; and him that dieth in the field 
shall the fowls of the air eat : for the Lord hath spoken if. 

12 Arise thou therefore, and get thee to thine own house: and 

13 when thy feet enter into the city, the child shall die. And all 
Israel shall mourn for him, and bury him : for he only of Jero- 
boam shall come to the grave, because in him there is found some 

14 good thing toward the Lord God of Israel in the house of Jero- 
boam. Moreover the Lord shall raise him up a king over Israel, 
who shall cut off the house of Jeroboam that day : but what ? 

15 even now. For the Lord shall smite Israel, as a reed is shaken 
in the water, and he shall root up Israel out of this good land, 
which he gave to their fathers, and shall scatter them beyond 
the river, because they have made their groves, provoking the 

16 Lord to anger. And he shall give Israel up because of the 
sins of Jeroboam, who did sin, and who made Israel to sin. 

17 And Jeroboam’s wife arose, and departed, and came to Tir- 
zah : and when she came to the threshold of the door, the child 

18 died ; and they buried him ; and all Israel mourned for him, 
according to the word of the Loud, which he spake by the 

19 hand of his servant Ahijah the prophet. And the rest of the 
acts of Jeroboam, how he warred, and how he reigned, behold, 
they are written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of 

20 Israel. And the days which Jeroboam reigned v^ere two and 954. 
twenty years : and he ^ slept with his fathers, and Nadab his » ^eb. lay 
son reigned in liis stead. 

§ 2. Reign of Nadab 
1 KINGS XV. 25 — 31. 

25 And Nadab the son of Jeroboam ^ began to reign over Israel 
in the second year of Asa king of Judah, and reigned over 

26 Israel two years. And he did evil in the sight of the Lord, 
and walked in the way of his father, and in his sin wherewith 
he made Israel to sin. 

27 And Baasha the son of Ahijah, of the house of Issachar, con- 953. 
spired against him ; and Baasha smote him at Gibbethon, which 
belonged to the Philistines ; for Nadab and all Israel laid siege 

28 to Gibbethon. Even in the third year of Asa king of Judali 

29 did Baasha slay him, and reigned in his stead. And it came 
to pass, when he reigned, that he smote all the house of Jero- 
boam ; he left not to Jeroboam any that breathed, until he had 

® Nadab reigned in the second, and was killed in the third year of Asa. But Jeroboam his 

father reigned twenty-two years, and Asa began to reign in the twentieth year of Jeroboam. Nadab 

therefore was made king in his father’s life, who died in the same year as his son. It is necessary 

to observe these points, as the chronology otherwise appears confused. 
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A.c. 953. destroyed him, according unto ^ the saying of the LorDj which 
b ch. xiv. 10 ^ he spake by his servant Ahijah the Shilonite : because of the 30 
sins of Jeroboam which he sinned, and which he made Israel 
sin, by his provocation wherewith he provoked the Lord God 
of Israel to anger. 

Now the rest of the acts of Nadab, and all that he did, 31 
are they not written in the book of the chronicles of the kings 
of Israel? 


§ 3. Reign of Baaska 
1 KINGS XV. VER. 32, TO THE END. 

And there was war between Asa and Baasha king of Israel 32 
all their days. In the third year of Asa king of Judah began 33 
Baasha the son of Ahijah to reign over all Israel in Tirzah, 
twenty and four years. And he did evil in the sight of the 34 
Lord, and walked in the way of Jeroboam, and in his sin 
wherewith he made Israel to sin. 

1 KINGS XVI. VER, ] — 7. 

Then the word of the Lord came to Jehu the son of Ha- .1 
nani against Baasha, saying. Forasmuch as I exalted thee out 2 
of the dust, and made thee prince over my people Israel ; and 
thou hast walked in the way of Jeroboam, and hast made my 
people Israel to sin, to provoke me to anger with their sins ; 
behold, I will take away the posterity of Baasha, and the pos- 3 
ach.xv. 29 . terity of his house; and will make thy house like ^the house 
bell. xiv. 11 . of Jeroboam the son of Nebat. ^ Him that dieth of Baasha in 4 
the city shall the dogs eat; and him that dieth of his in the 
fields shall the fowls of the air eat. Now the rest of the acts 5 
of Baasha, and what he did, and his might, are they not writ- 
930. ten in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel ? So 6 
Baasha slept with his fathers, and was buried in Tirzah : and 
Elah his son reigned in his stead. And also by the hand of 7 
the prophet Jehu the son of Hanani came the word of the 
Lord against Baasha, and against his house, even for all the 
evil that he did in the sight of the Lord, in provoking him 
to anger with the work of his hands, in being like the house 
of Jeroboam ; and because he killed him. 


® Baasha began to reign in the third year of Asa, and he reigned twenty-four years. He died 
therefore in the twenty-seventh year of Asa ; yet we read (2 Chron. xvi. 1.) in the thirty-sixtii 
year of the reign of Asa, Baasha came up against Asa ; when he must have been dead more than 
eight years. Dr. Hales solves this apparent difficulty by proposing an alteration in the text : the 
Masorite text, he observes, corruptly reads in the thirty-fifth year. Lightfoot, however, who on 
all occasions shews a laudable anxiety to maintain the text in its present form, and to prevent any 
needless alteration, says, that the word mabia is not to be understood of Asa’s reign, but of the 
kingdom of Asa, as distinct from the kingdom of Israel. And if the reader will calculate, he will 
find that the year in which Baasha built Ramah, and invaded Judah, was the thirty-sixth year 
from the division of the kingdoms. — Hales’s Anal. vol. ii. p. 417* — Lightfoot in loc. 
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§ 4. Reign of Elah, 

1 KINGS XVI. VER. 8 14. 

8 In the twenty and sixth year of Asa king of Judah began 

Elah the son of Baasha to reign over Israel in Tirzali, two " ^ 

9 years. And his servant Zimri, captain of half his chariots, 
conspired against him, as he was in Tirzah, drinking himself 

drunk in the house of Arza ® steward of his house in Tirzah. a Hcb. which 

10 And Zimri went in and smote him, and killed him, in the 
twenty and seventh year of Asa king of Judah, and reigned 
in his stead. 

11 And it came to pass, when he began to reign, as soon as he 
sat on his throne, that he slew all the house of Baasha : he left 

him not one that pisseth against the wall, ^neither of his kins- \\OT,bothhis 

12 folks, nor of his friends. Thus did Zimri destroy all the house 
of Baasha, according to the word of the Lord, which he spake 

13 against Baasha ^ by Jehu the prophet, for all the sins of Baa- ^ 

sha, and the sins of Elah his son, by whicli they sinned, and 

by which they made Israel to sin, in provoking the Lord God 

14 of Israel to anger with their vanities. Now the rest of the 
acts of Elah, and all that he did, are they not written in the 
book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel ? 

§ 5. Reign of Zimri. 

1 KINGS XVI. VER. 15 — 22. 

15 In the twenty and seventh year of Asa king of Judali did 
Zimri reign seven days in Tirzah. And the people were en- 
camped against Gibbethon, which belonged to the Philistines. 

16 And the people that loere encamped heard say, Zimri hath con- 
spired, and hath also slain the king ; wherefore all Israel made 
Omri, the captain of the host, king over Israel that day in the 

17 camp. And Omri went up from Gibbethon, and all Israel with 

18 him, and they besieged Tirzah. And it came to pass, when 
Zimri saw that the city was taken, that he went into tJie palace 
of the king’s house, and burnt the king’s house over him with 

19 fire, and died, for his sins which he sinned in doing evil in the 
sight of the Lord, in walking in the way of Jeroboam, and in 

20 his sin which he did, to make Israel to sin. Now the rest of 
the acts of Zimri, and his treason that he wrought, are they 
not written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of 
Israel? 

21 Then were the people of Israel divided into two parts : half 
of the people followed Tibni the son of Ginath, to make him 

22 king ; and half followed Omri. But the people that followed 925 . 
Omri prevailed against the people that followed Tibni the son 

of Ginath : so Tibni died, and Omri reigned. 
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§ 6. Reign of Omri. 

1 KINGS XVI. VER. 23 — 28. 

^ In the thirty and first year of Asa king of Judah began 23 
Omri to reign over Israel, twelve years : six years reigned he 
in Tirzah. And he bought the hill Samaria of Shemer for two 24 
talents of silver, and built on the hill, and called the name of 
the city which he built, after the name of Shemer, owner of the 
hill, * Samaria. 

But Omri wrought evil in the eyes of the Lord, and did 25 
worse than all that were before him. For he walked in all the 26 
way of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, and in his sin wherewith 
he made Israel to sin, to provoke the Lord God of Israel to 
anger with their vanities. Now the rest of the acts of Omri 27 
which he did, and his might that he shewed, are they not written 
in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel ? So Omri 28 
slept with his fathers, and was buried in Samaria : and Ahab 
his son reigned in his stead. 

§ 7. Commencement of the Reign of Ahah. 

1 KINGS XVI. VER. 29? TO THE END. 

And in the thirty and eighth year of Asa king of Judali 29 
began Ahab the son of Omri to reign over Israel : and Ahab 
the son of Omri reigned over Israel in Samaria twenty and two 
years. And Ahab the son of Omri did evil in the sight of 30 
the Lord above all that were before him. And it came to pass, 3i 
» as if it had been a light thing for him to walk in the sins of 
a^ught thing, of Ncbut, that he took to wife Jezebel the 

daughter of Ethbaal king of the Zidonians, and went and 
served Baal, and worshipped him. And he reared up an altar 32 
for Baal in the house of Baal, which he had built in Samaria. 
And Ahab made a grove ; and Ahab did more to provoke the 33 
Lord God of Israel to anger than all the kings of Israel that 
were before him. 

In his days did Kiel the Beth-elite build Jericho : he laid 34 
the foundation thereof in Abiram his first-born, and set up the 
b Josh. vi. 26 . gates thereof in his youngest son Segub, ^according to the 
word of the Lord, which he spake by Joshua the son of 
Nun 

’ In the thirty and first year of Asa (I Kings xvi. 23.) Omri began to reign ; and he reigned 
twelve years : but in the thirty-eighth year of Asa we read that Omri died, and Ahab reigned. 
The difficulty is solved by observing that the reign of Omri is computed from the death of Zimri. 
Through the first six years of his reign there was civil war between Omri and Tibni ; who were 
both made kings by the soldiers and people. The party of Omri prevailed, and he was sole king 
of Israel six years, beginning in the thirty-first year of Asa. 

* The idolatry dnd corruption of the kingdom of apostate Israel had now increased to its greatest 
height. At this time, in open defiance of the curse pronounced by Joshua against the rebuilder of 
Jericho, Kiel the Beth-elite again laid the foundation of that city, and verified the prediction of 
the prophet, who declared that his eldest son would be slain in laying the foundation ; and his 
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PART IV. 

PORTION I. 

Reign of Jehoshaphat^ 25 Years— from 914 to 889 . 

§ 1. Accession of Jehoshaphat — His good reign, 

1 KINGS XXII. 41 44, AND 46 AND 47- 

41 And ^ Jehoshaphat the son of Asa began to reign over Judah A.g 914. 

42 in the fourth year of Ahab king of Israel. Jehoshaphat was a 2 chr xx. ^ 
thirty and five years old when he began to reign ; and he 
reigned twenty and five years in Jerusalem. And his mother’s 

43 name was Azubah the daughter of Shilhi. And he walked in 
all the ways of Asa his father ; he turned not aside from it, 
doing that which was right in the eyes of the Lord : never- 
theless the high places were not taken away ; for the people 

44 offered and burnt incense yet in the high places. And Jeho- 

46 shaphat made peace with the king of Israel. And the remnant 
of the sodomites, which remained in the days of his father Asa, 

47 he took out of the land. There was then no king in Edom : 
a deputy was king. 

2 CHRONICLES XVII. VER. 2, TO THE END. 

2 And he placed forces in all the fenced cities of Judah, and 
set garrisons in the land of Judah, and in the cities of Ephraim, 

3 which Asa his father had taken. And the Lord was with 
Jehoshaphat, because he walked in the first ways of his 

4 father David, and sought not unto Baalim ; but sought to the 
LORD God of his fall ler, and walked in his commandments, 

5 and not after the doings of Israel. Therefore the Lord stab- 
lished the kingdom in his hand; and all Judah ^brought to b Heb. 
Jehoshaphat presents ; and he had riches and honour in 

6 abundance. And his heart ^was lifted up in the ways of the c That is, wax 
Lord : moreover he took away the high places and groves out 

of Judali. 

7 Also in the third year of his reign he sent to his princes, 
even to Ben-hail, and to Obadiah, and to Zechariah, and to 
Nethaneel, and to Michaiah, to teach in the cities of Judah. 

8 And with them he sent Levites, even Shemaiah, and Nethaniah, 
and Zebadiah, and Asahel, and Shemiramoth, and Jehonathan, 
and Adonijah, and Tobijah, and Tob-adonijah, Levites; and 

9 with them Eli-shama and Jehoram, priests. And they taught 
in Judah, and had the book of the law of the Lord with them, 
and went about throughout all the cities of Judah, and taught 
the people. 

10 And the fear of the Lord ^fell upon all the kingdoms of^Heb. 

youngest in setting up the gates. Joshua vi. 26. For an account of those prophecies which referred 

to events which were soon to have their accomplishment, vide Allix’s Reflections on the Old Testa- 
ment, chapter 3. 

VOL. 11. 


K 



130 


PERIOD SIXTH. 


[part IV* 


A C. 914. the lands that were round about Judah, so that they made no 
" war arainst Jehoshaphat. Also some of the Philistines brought ii 
Jehoshaphat presents, and tribute silver; and the Arabians 
brought him nocks, seven thousand and seven hundred rams, 
and seven thousand and seven hundred he goats. 

And Jehoshaphat waxed great exceedingly; and he built in 12 
e Or, poZacM. Judah ® castles, and cities of store. And he had much busi- 13 
ness in the cities of Judah : and the men of war, mighty men 
of valour, were in Jerusalem. And these are the numbers of 14 
them according to the house of their fathers : Of Judah, the 
captains of thousands : Adnah the chief, and with him mighty 
JHeb. men of valour three hundred thousand. And ^next to him 15 
was Jehohanan the captain, and with him two hundred and 
fourscore thousand. And next him was Amasiah the son of 16 
Zichri, who willingly offered himself unto the Lord; and 
with him two hundred thousand mighty men of valour. And 17 
of Benjamin ; Eliada a mighty man of valour, and with him 
armed men with bow and shield two hundred thousand. And 18 
next him was Jehozabad, and with him an hundred and four- 
score thousand ready prepared for the war. These waited on 19 
the king, beside those whom the king put in the fenced cities 
throughout all Judah. 


§ 2 , Wars, and good Government of Jehoshaphat, 

2 CHRONICLES XVJII. VER. 1, 2. 

Now Jehoshaphat had riches and honour in abundance, and i 
897. joined affinity with Ahab. ^ And ^ after certain years he went 2 
down to Ahab to Samaria. And Ahab killed sheep and 
^lnd^o/year$^ oxen for him in abundance, and for the people that he had 
with him, and persuaded him to go up with him to Ramoth- 
gilead. 

2 CHRONICLES XIX. VER. 1 — 7* 

And Jehoshaphat the king of Judah returned to his house in i 
peace to Jerusalem. And Jehu the son of Hanani the seer 2 
went out to meet him, and said to king Jehoshaphat, Shouldest 
thou help the ungodly, and love them that hate the Lord ? 
therefore is wrath upon thee from before the Lord. Never- 3 
c ch. xvii. 4 , 6 . theless there are good things found in thee, in that thou hast 
taken away the groves out of the land, and hast prepared thine 
dHeb.Atfrc- heart to seek God. And Jehoshaphat dwelt at Jerusalem: 4 
and ^ he went out again through the people from Beer-sheba 
e Heb. in ihe to mount Ephraim, and brought them back unto the Lord 
judgment, God of their fathers. 

jo®®xxx?v.\ 9 . j lodges in the land throughout all the fenced 5 

Judah, city by city, and said to the judges. Take heed 6 
Eph. yi.'9. ‘ what ye do : for ye judge not for man, but for the Lord, who 

with you ® in the judgment. ^Wherefore now let the fear 7 

5 


d Heb. he re- 
turned and 
wnt out. 
e Heb. in the 
matter of 
ju4gfnent, 
f Deut. X. 17. 
Job xxxiv.l9 
Acts X. 34. 
Rom. ii. 11. 
Eph. vi. 9. 
Col. iii. 25. 
a Pet. I. 17. 
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of the Lord be upon you; take heed and do it: for there is no A.c. 897. 
ini(juity with the Lord our God, nor respect of persons, nor ' 

taking of gifts. 


PSALM LXXXII 

1 The psalmisty having exhorted the judges^ 5 and reproved their negligence^ 8 prayeth 

God to judge. 

^ A Psalm S of Asaph. g Or, /or 

A$aph. 

1 God standeth in the congregation of the mighty; he judge th 
among the gods. 

2 How long will ye judge unjustly, and ^ accept the persons ^ oeut. lit. 
of the wicked ? Selah. 

3 ‘Defend the poor and fatherless: do justice to the afflicted iHeb./urf^rr. 
and needy. 

4 Deliver the poor and needy : rid them out of the hand of the 
wicked. 

5 They know not, neither will they understand ; they walk 
on in darkness: all the foundations of the earth are ^ out of 
course. 

6 ^ I have said, Ye are gods ; and all of you are children of the ^ 
most high. 

7 But ye shall die like men, and fall like one of the princes. 

8 Arise, O God, judge the earth : for thou shalt inherit all 
nations. 


2 CHRONICLES XIX. VER. 8, TO THE END. 

8 Moreover in Jerusalem did Jehoshaphat set of the Levites, 
and of the priests, and of the chief of the fathers of Israel, for 
the judgment of the Lord, and for controversies, when they 

9 returned to Jerusalem. And he charged them, saying, Thus 
shall ye do in the fear of the Lord, faithfully, and with a per- 

10 feet heart. And what cause soever shall come to you of your 
brethren that dwell in their cities, between blood and blood, 
between law and commandment, statutes and judgments, ye shall 
even warn them that they trespass not against the Lord, and 
so wrath come upon you, and upon your brethren : this do, and 

11 ye shall not trespass. And, behold, Amariah the chief priest 

is over you in all matters of the Lord ; and Zebadiah the 
son of Ishmael, the ruler of the house of Judah, for all 
the king’s matters : also the Levites shall he officers before 
you. ^ Deal courageously, and the Lord shall be with the 
good. and do. 


® Psalm Ixxxii. Dr. Wells is of opinion that Psalm Ixxxii. was most probably composed in the 
reign of Hezekiah, to admonish the judges or magistrates in the highest courts. It seems, how- 
ever, from its internal evidence, to be more suited to this reign ; and 1 have, therefore, inserted 
it here. 
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2 CHRONICLES XX. VER. 1 — 26. 


A.c. 896. It came to pass after this also, that the children of Moab, i 
' ^ and the children of Ammon, and with them other beside the 

Ammonites, came arainst Jehoshaphat to battle. Then there 2 
came some that tmd Jehoshaphat, saying, There cometh a 
great multitude against thee from beyond the sea on this side 
Syria ; and, behold, they he in Hazazon-tamar, which is En- 
n Heb. his gedi. And Jehoshaphat feared, and set ” himself to seek the 3 
Lord, and proclaimed a fast throughout all Judah. And 4 
Judah gathered themselves together, to ask help of the Lord : 
even out of all the cities of Judah they came to seek the Lord. 

And Jehoshaphat stood in the congregation of Judah and 5 
Jerusalem, in the house of the Lord, before the new court, 
and said, O Lord God of our fathers, art not thou God in 6 
heaven ? and rulest not thou over all the kingdoms of the 
heathen ? and in thine hand is there not power and might, so 
that none is able to withstand thee ? Art not thou our God, 7 
oHeb. iAott. o didst drive out the inhabitants of this land before thy 
people Israel, and gavest it to the seed of Abraham thy friend 
for ever ? And they dwelt therein, and have built thee a 8 
pi Kin. viii. sanctuary therein for thy name, saying, pjf, when evil cometh 9 
upon us, as the sword, judgment, or pestilence, or famine, we 
stand before this house, and in thy presence, (for thy name is 
in this house,) and cry unto thee in our affliction, then thou 
wilt hear and help. And now, behold, the children of Ammon lo 
q Deut. ii. 9. Moab and mount Seir, whom thou ^ wouldest not let Israel 
invade, when they came out of the land of Egypt, but they 
turned from them, and destroyed them not ; behold, 1 say^ how 1 1 
they reward us, to come to cast us out of thy possession, which 
thou hast given us to inherit. O our God, wilt thou not judge 12 
them ? for we have no might against this great company that 
cometh against us ; neither know we what to do : but our eyes 
are upon thee. And all Judah stood before the Lord, with 13 
their little ones, their wives, and their children. 


p 1 Kin. viii. 
37. ch. vi. 28, 


Then upon Jahaziel the son of Zechariah, the son of Benaiah, 14 
the son of Jeiel, the son of Mattaniah, a Levite of the sons of 
Asaph, came the Spirit of the Lord in the midst of the congre- 
gation; and he said. Hearken ye, all Judah, and ye inhabitants 15 
of Jerusalem, and thou king Jehoshaphat, Thus saith the Lord 
unto you. Be not afraid nor dismayed by reason of this great 
multitude; for the battle is not your’s, but God^s. To morrow 16 
r Heb, aictfnr. go ve down against them: behold, they come up by the ^ cliff 
8 Or, valley, of 7a\2 ; and ye shall find them at the end of the ® brook, before 

the wilderness of Jeruel. Ye shall not need to fight in thisir 
battle: set yourselves, stand ye stilly and see the salvation of the 
Lord with you, O Judah and Jerusalem : fear not, nor be dis- 
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mayed; to morrow go out against them : for the Lord with A.c. 896. 

18 you. And Jehoshaphat bowed his head with his face to the ground : ^ 

and all Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem fell before the 

19 Lord, worshipping the Lord. And the Levites, of the children 
of the Kohathites, and of the children of the Korhites, stood up 
to praise the Lord God of Israel with a loud voice on high. 

20 And they rose early in the morning, and went forth into the 
wilderness of Tekoa : and as they went forth, Jehoshaphat stood 
and said. Hear me, O Judah, and ye inhabitants of Jerusalem ; 

^Believe in the Lord your God, so shall ye be established ; ^ is- vu. 9. 

21 believe his prophets, so shall ye prosper. And when he had con- 
sulted with the people, he appointed singers unto the Lord, 
and ^ that should praise the beauty of holiness, as they went 
out before the army, and to say, Praise tlie Lord ; for his mercy 
endureth for ever. 

22 ^ And when they began y to sing and to praise, the Lord set fhfti'mfthht” 
arabushments against the children of Ammon, Moab, and 

mount Seir, which were come against Judah ; and ^ they were singing and 

23 smitten. For the children of Ammon and Moab stood up against z 0 M>*«y 
the inhabitants of mount Seir, utterly to slay and destroy them : 

and when they had made an end of the inhabitants of Seir, 

24 every one helped ^to destroy another. And when Judah came 
toward the watch tower in the wilderness, they looked unto the 
multitude, and, behold, they were dead bodies fallen to the earth, 

25 and ^ none escaped. And when Jehoshaphat and his people ^ Heb. tuere 

1 ^ ^ *1 r 1 ^ r 1 1 'was nut an 

came to take away the spoil ot them, they lound among them m escaping. 
abundance both riches with the dead bodies, and precious 
jewels, which they stripped off for themselves, more than they 
could carry away : and they were three days in gathering of the 
spoil, it was so much. 

26 And on the fourth day they assembled themselves in the 
valley of ^Berachah ; for there they blessed the Lord: therefore 
the name of the same place was called, The valley of Bera- 
chah, unto this day. 

PSALM cxv^®. 

1 Because God is truly glorious, 4 and idols are vanity, 9 he exhorteth to confidence in 
God. 12 God is to he blessed for his blessings. 

1 Not unto us, O Lord, not unto us, but unto thy name give 
glory, for thy mercy, and for thy truth’s sake. 

2 Wherefore should the heathen say, ^ Where is now their J ps. xiii. lo. 
God? 

3 ® But our God is in the heavens : he hath done whatsoever e ps. cxxxv. 

he hath pleased. ® 

4 ^ Their idols are silver and gold, the work of men’s hands. is. ’ 

Psalm cxv. Thought to have been made by Jehoshaphat, after he had received encourage- 
ment to hope for victory over his enemies. Dr. Wells. 

Psalm xlvi. This Psalm was probably composed in the reign of Jehoshaphat, 2 Chron. xx. 

Rosenmiiller. 
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A.c. 896. They have mouths, but they speak not ; eyes have they, but 5 
^ ' they see not: 

They have ears, but they hear not: noses have they, but they 6 
smell not : 

They have hands, but they handle not : feet have they, but 7 
they walk not: neither speak they through their throat. 

They that make them are like unto them ; so is every one 8 
that trusteth in them. 

O Israel, trust thou in the Lord : he is their help and their 9 
shield. 

O house of Aaron, trust in the Lord : he is their help and lo 
their shield. 

Ye that fear the Lord, trust in the Lord: he is their help ii 
and their shield. 

The Lord hath been mindful of us : he will bless us ; 12 
he will bless the house of Israel ; he will bless the house of 
Aaron. 

fi Heb. with. He will bless them that fear the Lord, both small ^ and 13 
great. 

The Lord shall increase you more and more, you and your 14 
children. 

Ye are blessed of the Lord which made heaven and earth. 15 

The heaven, even the heavens, are the Lord’s : but the 16 
earth hath he given to the children of men. 

The dead praise not the Lord, neither any that go down 17 
into silence. 

hDiin. ii.2o. ^ But we will bless the Lord from this time forth and for I8 
evermore. Praise the Lord. 


PSALM XLVI. 


k Heb. ihe 
heart of the 
not. 


I Heb. when 
the morning 
appear eih. 


m Heb. an 
high place for 
m. 


1 The confidence which the church hath in God. % An exhortation to behold it. 

To the chief Musician * for the sons of Korah, A Song upon Alamoth. 

God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in 1 
trouble. 

Therefore will not we fear, though the earth be removed, 2 
and though the mountains be carried into ^the midst of the 
sea; 

Though the waters thereof roar and be troubled, though the 3 
mountains shake with the swelling thereof. Selah. 

There is a river, the streams whereof shall make glad the 4 
city of God, the holy place of the tabernacles of the most 
high. 

God is in the midst of her ; she shall not be moved : God 5 
shall help her, ^ and that right early. 

The heathen raged, the kingdoms were moved : he uttfered 6 
his voice, the earth melted. 

The Lord of hosts is with us ; the God of Jacob is “ our 7 
refuge. Selah. 
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8 Come, behold the works of the Lord, what desolations he AX. 896. 
hath made in the earth. 

9 He maketh wars to cease unto the end of the earth ; he 
breaketh the bow, and cutteth the spear in sunder; he burneth 
the chariot in the lire. 

10 Be still, and know that I am God : I will be exalted among 
the heathen, I will be exalted in the earth. 

11 The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our 
refuge. Selah. 

2 CHRONICLES XX. VER. 27 — 30. 

27 Then they returned, every man of Judah and Jerusalem, 

and Jelioshaphat in the “forefront of them, to go again to Jeru- nnob.head. 
Salem with joy; for the Lord had made them to rejoice over 

28 their enemies. And they came to Jerusalem with psalteries 

29 and harps and trumpets unto the house of the Lord. And 
the fear of God was on all the kingdoms of those countries, 
when they had heard that the Lord fought against the enemies 

30 of Israel. So the realm of Jelioshaphat was quiet : for his God 
gave him rest round about. 

2 CHRONICLES XX. VER. 35, TO THE END. 

35 And after this did Jehoshaphat king of Judah join himself 

36 with Ahaziah king of Israel, who did very wickedly : and he 
joined himself with him to make ships to go to Tarshish : and 

37 they made the ships in Ezion-gaber Then Eliezer the son 
of Dodavah of Mareshah prophesied against Jehoshaphat, say- 
ing, Because thou hast joined thyself with Ahaziah, the Lord 
hath broken thy works. And. the ships were broken, that they 
were not able to go to Tarshish. 


1 KINGS XXII. VER. 49* 

49 Then said Ahaziah the son of Ahab unto Jehoshaphat, Let 
my servants go with thy servants in the ships. But Jehosha- 
phat would not. 

2 KINGS VIII. VER. 16. 


16 And in the fifth year of Joram the son of Ahab king of^^ 
Israel, Jehoshaphat being then king of Judah, ®Jehoram the 4. 


son of Jehoshaphat king of Judah p oegan to reign. 


p Heb. reign- 
ed. 


§ 3. Death of Jehoshaphat, 


2 CHRONICLES XX. VER. 31 — 34. 

31 “And Jehoshaphat reigned over Judah: he was ^ 

five years old when he began to reign, and he reigned twenty 4i,&c. 


See a very curious and interesting account of the trade in India at this time, and the effects 
of that trade in enriching the Jews in the reign of David and Solomon, in Prideaux’s Connection, 
vol. i. p. 7 . 
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A.c. 889. and five years in Jerusalem. And his mother’s name was Azu- 
' ' bah the daughter of Shilhi. And he walked in the way of 32 

Asa his father, and departed not from it, doing that which was 
right in the sight of the Lord. Howbeit the high places were 33 
not taken away : for as yet the people had not prepared their 
hearts unto the God of their fathers. Now the rest of the acts 34 
of Jehoshaphat, first and last, behold, they are written in the 
c ^ book of Jehu the son of Hanani, who ^ is mentioned in the 

book of the kings of Israel. 

made to as- « 

cend. 1 KINGS XXII. VER. 45 & .50. 

Now the rest of the acts of Jehoshaphat, and his might that 45 
he shewed, and how he warred, are they not written in the 
book of the chronicles of the kings of Judah ? 

And Jehoshaphat slept with his fathers, and was buried with 50 
his fathers in the city of David his father : and Jehoram his 
son reigned in his stead. 


e I Kin. xv. 
24. 


2 CHRONICLES XVII. VER. 1. 

® And Jehoshaphat his son reigned in his stead, and strengthened himself against 1 
Israel. 


1 KINGS XXII. VER. 48. 

f Or, had Jehoshaphat ^ made ships of Tarshish to go to Ophir for gold: but they went 48 

ten ships. not ; for the ships were broken at Ezion-geber. 


PART IV. 


PORTION II. 

Events in the kingdom of Israel contemporary with the reign of 
Jehoshaphat, 

§ 1 . Reign of Ahab continued ; Elijah predicts a drought, and raises the 

Widow* s son. 


b Ecclus. 
xlviii. 3. 
Jam. V. 17. 


1 KINGS XVII. 

908. And ® Elijah the Tishbite, who was of the inhabitants of i 
MtTi’i^eiv Crilead, said unto Ahab, As the Lord God of Israel liveth, 

25, he is called before whom I stand, ^ there shall not be dew nor rain these 

years, but according to word. And the word of the Lord 2 
came unto him, saying. Get thee hence, and turn thee east- 3 
ward, and hide thys^f by the brook Cherith, that is before 
Jordan. And it shall be, that thou shalt drink of the brook ; 4 
and I have commanded the ravens to feed thee there. So he 5 
went and did according unto the word of the Lord : for he 
went and dwelt by the brook Cherith, that is before Jordan. 
And the ravens brought him bread and flesh in the morning, 6 
and bread and flesh in the evening ; and he drank of the brook. 
And it came to pass ® after a while, that the brook dried up, 7 
because there had been no rain in the land. 

And the word of the Lord came unto him, saying, Arise, 8 , 9 
get thee to ^ Zarephath, which helongeth to Zidon, and dwell 


c Heb. at the 
end of days. 


d Luke iv. 
26, called 
Sarepta. 
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there : behold, I have commanded a widow woman there to A.C. 908. 

10 sustain thee. So he arose and went to Zarephath. And when ' ^ 

he came to the gate of the city, behold, the widow woman was 

there gathering of sticks: and he called to her, and said, Fetch 
me, I pray thee, a little water in a vessel, that I may drink. 

11 And as she was going to fetch zV, he called to her, and said, 

12 Bring me, I pray thee, a morsel of bread in thine hand. And 
she said. As the Lord thy God liveth, I have not a cake, but 
an handful of meal in a barrel, and a little oil in a cruse : and, 
behold, I am gathering two sticks, that I may go in and dress 

13 it for me and my son, that we may eat it and die. And Elijah 
said unto her. Fear not; go and do as thou hast said: but 
make me thereof a little cake first, and bring it unto me, and 

14 after make for thee and for thy son. For thus saith the Lord 
God of Israel, The barrel of meal shall not waste, neither shall 

the cruse of oil fail, until the day that the Lord sendeth rain e Heb. giveth. 

15 upon the earth. And she went and did according to the say- 


ing of Elijah: and she, and he, and her house, did eat ^many i or, a fuii 


16 days. And the barrel of meal wasted not, neither did the cruse 

of oil fail, according to the word of the Lord, which he spake 
sby Elijah. _ 

17 And it came to pass after these things, that the son of the 
woman, the mistress of the house, fell sick; and his sickness 

18 was so sore, that there was no breath left in him. And she 


g Heb. by the 
hand of. 


said unto Elijah, What have I to do with thee, O thou man of 
God ? art thou come unto me to call my sin to remembrance, 

19 and to slay my son ? And he said unto her, Give me thy son. 
And he took him out of her bosom, and carried him up into a 

20 loft, where he abode, and laid him upon his own bed. And he 
cried unto the Lord, and said, O Lord my God, hast thou 
also brought evil upon the widow with whom I sojourn, by 

21 slaying her son ? And he ^stretched himself upon the child 
three times, and cried unto the Lord, and said, O Lord my 
God, I pray thee, let this child’s soul come ^ into him again. 

22 And the Lord heard the voice of Elijah ; and the soul of the 

23 child came into him again, and he revived. And Elijah took 
the child, and brought him down out of the chamber into the 
house, and delivered him unto his mother : and Elijah said. 
See, thy son liveth. 

24 And the woman said to Elijah, Now by this I know that thou 
art a man of God, and that the word of the Lord in thy mouth 
is truth. 


§ 2. Elijah proves the truth of his mission, and flies from Jezebel , 

1 KINGS xviii. 

1 And it came to pass after many days, that the word of the 906. 
Lord came to Elijah in the third year, saying, Go, shew thy- 

2 self unto Ahab ; and I will send rain upon the earth. And 
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A.C. 906. Elijah went to shew himself unto Ahab. And there was a sore 
^Heb?o6a-^ famine in Samaria. And Ahab called ® Obadiah, which was 3 
tnX.over '^the ffovernor of his house. (Now Obadiah feared the Lord 
c^Heb^izebei ^as 50, whcD ^ Jezebcl cut oflF the prophets of 4 

^ ’ ‘ the Lord, that Obadiah took an hundred prophets, and hid 

them by fifty in a cave, and fed them with bread and water.) 
And Ahab said unto Obadiah, Go into the land, unto all foun- 5 
tains of water, and unto all brooks : peradventure we may find 
d Heb. that grass to savc the horses and mules alive, ^ that we lose not all 
oiJrseives^ the bcasts. So they divided the land between them to pass 6 
throughout it : Ahab went one way by himself, and Obadiah 
went another way by himself. 

And as Obadiah was in the way, behold, Elijah met him : 7 
and he knew him, and fell on his face, and said, Art thou that 
my lord Elijah ? And he answered him, I am : go, tell thy lord, 8 
Behold, Elijah is here. And he said. What have I sinned, that 9 
thou wouldest deliver thy servant into the hand of Ahab, to slay 
me? As the Lord thy God liveth, there is no nation or king- lo 
dom, whither my lord hath not sent to seek thee ; and when 
they said, He is not there ; he took an oath of the kingdom and 
nation, that they found thee not. And now thou sayest, Go, ii 
tell thy lord, Behold, Elijah is here. And it shall come to pass, 1 2 
as soon as I am gone from thee, that the Spirit of the Lord 
shall carry thee whither I know not ; and so when I come and 
tell Ahab, and he cannot find thee, he shall slay me : but I thy 
servant fear the Lord from my youth. Was it not told my 13 
lord what I did when Jezebel slew the prophets of the Lord, 
how I hid an hundred men of the Lord’s prophets by fifty in 
a cave, and fed them with bread and water ? And now thou 14 
sayest, Go, tell thy lord, Behold, Elijah is here : and he shall 
slay me. And Elijah said, As the Lord of hosts liveth, before 15 
whom I stand, I will surely shew myself unto him to day. So 16 
Obadiah went to meet Ahab, and told him : and Ahab went to 
meet Elijah. 

And it came to pass, when Ahab saw Elijah, that Ahab said 17 
unto him, Art thou he that troubleth Israel ? And he answered, 1 8 
I have not troubled Israel ; but thou, and thy father’s house, in 
that ye have forsaken the commandments of the Lord, and 
thou hast followed Baalim. Now therefore send, and gather to 19 
me all Israel unto mount Carmel, and the prophets of Baal 
four hundred and fifty, and the prophets of the groves four 
hundred, which eat at Jezebel’s table. So Ahab sent unto all 20 
the children of Israel, and gathered the prophets together unto 
mount Carmel. And Elijah came unto all the people, and said, 21 
tox,moughu. iQjjg halt ye between two ® opinions ? if the Lord be God, 
follow him : but if Baal, then follow him. And the people 
answered him not a word. Then said Elijah unto the people, 22 
Ii even I only, remain a prophet of the Lord ; but Baal’s pro- 
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23 phets are four hundred and fifty men. Let them therefore give A.c. 906. 

us two bullocks ; and let them choose one bullock for them- ' ' ^ 

selves, and cut it in pieces, and lay it on wood, and put no fire 

under : and I will dress the other bullock, and lay it on wood, 

24 and put no fire under : and call ye on the name of your gods, 
and I will call on the name of the Lord : and the God that 
answereth by fire, let him be God. And all the people 

25 answered and said, ^It is well spoken. And Elijah said unto fHeb. 
the prophets of Baal, Choose you one bullock for yourselves, 
and dress it first ; for ye are many ; and call on the name of 

26 your gods, but put no fire under. And they took the bullock 
which was given them, and they dressed zY, and called on the 
name of Baal from morning even until noon, saying, O Baal, 

^ hear us. But there was no voice, nor any that ^ answered, g or, an$wer. 

27 And they leaped upon the altar which was made. And it 
came to pass at noon, that Elijah mocked them, and said, Cry 

^ aloud: tor he is a god; either Mie is talking, or he is pursu- kHeb. 
ing, or he is in a journey, or peradventure he sleepeth, and TotlVmidi- 

28 must be awaked. And they cried aloud, and cut themselves 
after their manner with knives and lancets, till “the Wood 

29 gushed out upon them. And it came to pass, when midday out blood 
was past, and they prophesied until the time of the ® oflfering of 

the evening sacrifice, that p there was neither voice, nor any to 

30 answer, nor any ^that regarded. And Elijah said unto all the queb. ahen. 
people. Come near unto me. And all the people came near 
unto him. And he repaired the altar of the Lord that was 

31 broken down. And Elijah took twelve stones, according to 
the number of the tribes of the sons of Jacob, unto whom the 
word of the Lord came, saying, ’^Israel shall be thy name : 

32 and with the stones he built an altar in the name of the Lord : xvii. 34 ”' 
and he made a trench about the altar, as great as would contain 

33 two measures of seed. And he put the wood in order, and cut 
the bullock in pieces, and laid him on the wood, and said. Fill 
four barrels with water, and pour it on the burnt sacrifice, and 

34 on the wood. And he said. Do it the second time. And they 
did it the second time. And he said. Do it the third time. 

35 And they did it the third time. And the water ® ran round s Heb. wtnt. 

36 about the altar ; and he filled the trench also with water. And 
it came to pass at the time of the offering of the evening sacrifice, 
that Elijah the prophet came near, and said. Lord God of 
Abraham, Isaac, and of Israel, let it be known this day that 
thou art God in Israel, and that I am thy servant, and that I 

37 have done all these things at thy word. Hear me, O Lord, 
hear me, that this people may know that thou art the Lord 

38 God, and that thou hast turned their heart back again. Then 
the fire of the Lord fell, and consumed the burnt sacrifice, and 
the wood, and the stones, and the dust, and licked up the water 

39 that was in the trench. And when all the people saw zV, they 
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A.c. 906. fell on their faces: and they said, The Lord, he is the God; 
t Or, Appre- the Lord, he is the God. And Elijah said unto them, * Take40 
hend. prophets of Baal ; let not one of them escape. And they 

took them: and Elijah brought them down to the brook Kishon, 
and slew them there. 

And Elijah said unto Ahab, Get thee up, eat and drink; 41 

there is a sound of abundance of rain. So Ahab went up 42 
oj^noiseo driiik. And Elijah went up to the top of Carmel; 

and he cast himself down upon the earth, and put his face 
between his knees, and said to his servant, Go up now, look 43 
toward the sea. And he went up, and looked, and said, There 
is nothing. And he said, Go again seven times. And it came 44 
to pass at the seventh time, that he said, Behold, there ariseth 
a little cloud out of the sea, like a man’s hand. And he said, 

Go up, say unto Ahab, * Prepare thy chariot^ and get thee 
” ’ down, that the rain stop thee not. And it came to pass in the 45 
mean while, that the heaven was black with clouds and wind, 
and there was a great rain. And Ahab rode, and went to 
Jezreel. And the hand of the Lord was on Elijah; and he 46 
y ueb. nil girded up his loins, and ran before Ahab ^ to the entrance of 

Ikon come to ^ i * 

Jezreel. JeZreCl. 

1 KINGS XIX. VER. 1 — 18. 

And Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had done, and withal l 
how he had slain all the prophets with the sword. Then 2 
Jezebel sent a messenger unto Elijah, saying, So let the gods 
do to me, and more also, if I make not thy life as the life of 
one of them by to morrow about this time. And when he saw 3 
that, he arose, and went for his life, and came to Beer-sheba, 
which helonyeth to Judah, and left his servant there. 

But he himself went a day’s journey into the wilderness, and 4 
his came and sat down under a juniper tree : and he requested ^for 
himself that he might die ; and said, It is enough ; now, O 
Lord, take away my life ; for I am not better than my fathers. 
And as he lay and slept under a juniper tree, behold, then an 5 
angel touched him, and said unto him, Arise and eat. And 6 
he looked, and, behold, there was a cake baken on the coals, 
&Rtb.bvuter. and a cruse of water at his ^head. And he did eat and drink, 

and laid him down again. And the angel of the Lord came 7 
again the second time, and touched him, and said, Arise and 
eat ; because the journey is too great for thee. And he arose, 8 
and did eat and drink, and went in the strength of that meat 
forty days and forty nights unto Horeb the mount of God. 

And he came thither unto a cave, and lodged there ; and, 9 
behold, the word of the Lord came to him, and he said unto 
b Rom. xi. 3. him. What doest thou here, Elnah? And he said, ^ I have lo 
been very jealous for the Lord God of hosts : for the children 
of Israel have forsaken thy covenant, thrown down thine altars, 
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and slain thy prophets with the sword ; and I, even I only, am A.c. 906, 

11 left ; and they seek my life, to take it away. And he said, Go 
forth, and stand upon the mount before the Lord. And, behold, 
the Lord passed by, and a great and strong wind rent the 
mountains, and brake in pieces the rocks before the Lord ; 
hut the Lord was not in the wind : and after the wind an earth- 

12 quake ; but the Lord was not in the earthquake : and after 
the earthquake a fire ; but the Lord was not in the fire : and 

13 after the fire a still small voice. And it was so^ when Elijah 
heard iV, that he wrapped his face in his mantle, and went out, 
and stood in the entering in of the cave. And, behold, there 
came a voice unto him, and said, What doest thou here, Elijah ? 

14 And he said, 1 have been very jealous for the Lord God of 
hosts : because the children of Israel have forsaken thy cove- 
nant, thrown down thine altars, and slain thy prophets with 
the sword ; and I, even I only, am left ; and they seek my life, 

15 to take it away. And the Lord said unto him, Go, return on 
thy way to the wilderness of Damascus : and when thou comest, 

16 anoint Hazael to be king over Syria: and Jehu the son of 

Nimshi shalt thou anoint to be king over Israel : and Elisha xiviu s. ^ 
the son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah shalt thou anoint to be pro- caUedl/Lwl! 

17 phet in thy room. And it shall come to pass, that him that 
escapeth the sword of Hazael shall Jehu slay : and him that 

18 escapeth from the sword of Jehu shall Elisha slay. ®Yet ^ I f 
have left me seven thousand in Israel, all the knees which have leave. 
not bowed unto Baal, and every mouth which hath not kissed 
him. 


§ 3. Calling of Elisha, 

1 KINGS XIX. VER. IQ, TO THE END. 

19 So he departed thence, and found Elisha the son of Shaphat, 
who urns plowing with twelve yoke of oxen before him, and he 
with the twelfth : and Elijah passed by him, and cast his mantle 

20 upon him. And he left the oxen, and ran after Elijah, and 
said. Let me, I pray thee, kiss my father and my mother, and 
then I will follow thee. And he said unto him, Go bach 

21 again : for what have I done to thee ? And he returned bach 
from him, and took a yoke of oxen, and slew them, and boiled 
their flesh with the instruments of the oxen, and gave unto the 
people, and they did eat. Then he arose, and went after Eli- 
jah, and ministered unto him. 

§ 4. Ben-hadad besieges Samaria. 

1 KINGS XX. VER. 1 — 25. 

1 And Ben-hadad the king of Syria gathered all his host to- 901. 

f ether : and there were thirty and two kings with him, and 
orses, and chariots : and he went up and besieged Samaria, 

2 and warred against it. And he sent messengers to Ahab king 
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A.c. 901. of Israel into the city, and said unto him, Thus saith Ben- 
^ hadad, Thy silver and thy gold is mine ; thy wives also and 3 
thy children, even the goodliest, are mine. And the king of 4 
Israel answered and said, My lord, O king, according to thy 
saying, I am thine, and all that I have. And the messengers 5 
came again, and said, Thus speaketh Ben-hadad, saying, 
Although I have sent unto thee, saying, Thou shalt deliver me 
thy silver, and thy gold, and thy wives, and thy children ; 
yet I will send my servants unto thee to morrow about 6 
this time, and they shall search thine house, and the houses 
of thy scrvants ; and it shall be, that whatsoever is ^plea- 
sant in thine eyes, they shall put it in their hand, and 
take it away. Then the king of Israel called all the elders of 7 
the land, and said, Mark, I pray you, and see how this man 
seeketh mischief: for he sent unto me for my wives, and for 
«r?6acA/rTm children, and for my silver, and for my gold ; and ^ I de- 
hL. nied him not. And all the elders and all the people said unto 8 
him, Hearken not unto him^ nor consent. Wherefore he said 9 
unto the messengers of Ben-hadad, Tell my lord the king. 
All that thou didst send for to thy servant at the first I will 
do : but this thing I may not do. And the messengers de- 
parted, and brought him word again. And Ben-hadad sent lo 
unto him, and said. The gods do so unto me, and more also, 
if the dust of Samaria shall suffice for handfuls for all the 
people that ® follow me. And the king of Israel answered 11 
^ ^ ‘ and said. Tell him, Let not him that girdetli on his harness 
boast himself as he that putteth it off. And it came to pass, 12 
Ben-hadad heard this ‘^message, as he was drinking, he 
fOr>/ac/the and the kings in the ® pavilions, that he said unto his servants, 

/Aey ^ Set yourselves in array. And they set themselves in array 
engines. against the city. 

gHeb. op. And, behold, there ^came a prophet unto Ahab king of 13 
proached. igr^el, saying, Thus saith the Lord, Hast thou seen all this 

f reat multitude ? behold, I will deliver it into thine hand this 
ay; and thou shalt know that I am the Lord. And Ahab 14 
said. By whom? And he said. Thus saith the Lord, Even by 
h Or, the ^ young men of the princes of the provinces. Then he 
said. Who shall ^ order the battle? And he answered. Thou. 
Then he numbered the young men of the princes of the pro- 15 
vinces, and they were two hundred and thirty two : and after 
them he numbered all the people, even all the children of Israel, 
heiny seven thousand. And they went out at noon. But Ben- 16 
hadad was drinking himself drunk in the pavilions, he and the 
kings, the thirty and two kings that helped him. And the 17 
young men of the princes of the provinces went out first ; and 
Ben-hadad sent out, and they told him, saying, There are men 
come out of Samaria. And he said, Whether they be come out is 
for peace, take them alive ; or whether they be come out for 
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19 war, take them alive. So these young men of the princes of A.C. 901. 
the provinces came out of the city, and the army which fol- " 

20 lowed them. And they slew every one his man: and the 
Syrians fled; and Israel pursued them: and Ben-hadad the 

21 king of Syria escaped on an horse with the horsemen. And 
the king of Israel went out, and smote the horses and chariots, 
and slew the Syrians with a great slaughter. 

22 And the prophet came to the king of Israel, and said unto 
him, Go, strengthen thyself, and mark, and see what thou 
doest : for at the return of the year the king of Syria will come 

23 up against thee. And the servants of the king of Syria said 
unto him. Their gods are gods of the hills ; therefore they were 
stronger than we ; but let us fight against them in the plain, 

24 and surely we shall be stronger than they. And do this thing, 

Take the kings away, every man out of his place, and put cap- 

25 tains in their rooms : and number thee an army, like the army 

^ that thou hast lost, horse for horse, and chariot for chariot ; ^ Heb. that 
and we will fight against them in the plain, and surely we shall 
be stronger than they. And he hearkened unto their voice, 
and did so. 


§ 5. Second defeat of the Syrians. 

1 KINGS XX. VEIl. 26, TO THE END. 

26 And it came to pass at the return of the year, that Ben-hadad 900. 
numbered the Syrians, and went up to Aphek, ^to fight against aHeb. 

27 Israel. And the children of Israel were numbered, and ^ were /“rLT * 
all present, and went against them : and the children of Israel 
pitched before them like two little flocks of kids; but the 
Syrians filled the country. 

28 And there came a man of God, and spake unto the king of 
Israel, and said. Thus saith the Lord, Because the Syrians 
have said. The Lord is God of the hills, but he is not God of 
the valleys, therefore will I deliver all this great multitude into 

29 thine hand, and ye shall know that I am the Lord. And they 
pitched one over against the other seven days. And so it was, 
that in the seventh day the battle was joined : and the children 
of Israel slew of the Syrians an hundred thousand footmen in 

30 one day. But the rest fled to Aphek, into the city ; and there a 
wall fell upon twenty and seven thousand of the men that were 

left. And Ben-hadad fled, and came into the city, ^‘^into an cOr,/rom 

. I I •' chamber to 

inner chamber. chamber. 

31 And his servants said unto him. Behold now, we have heard ^j^mberwut 
that the kings of the house of Israel are merciful kings: let us, a chamber. 
I pray thee, put sackcloth on our loins, and ropes upon our 

heads, and go out to the king of Israel : peradventure he will 

32 save thy life. So they girded sackcloth on their loins, and put 
ropes on their heads, and came to the king of Israel, and said. 

Thy servant Ben-hadad saith, I pray thee, let me live. And 
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A.C. 900. he said. Is he yet alive ? he is my brother. Now the men did 33 
diligently observe whether any thing would come from him, and 
did hastily catch it : and they said, Thy brother Ben-hadad. 
Then he said. Go ye, bring him. Then Ben-hadad came forth 
to him ; and he caused him to come up into the chariot. And 34 
Ben-hadad said unto him. The cities, which my father took from 
thy father, I will restore ; and thou shalt make streets for thee 
in Damascus, as my father made in Samaria. Then said Ahab^ 

I will send thee away with this covenant. So he made a cove- 
nant with him, and sent him away. 

And a certain man of the sons of tlie prophets said unto his 35 
neighbour in the word of the Lord, Smite me, I pray thee. 
And the man refused to smite him. Then said he unto him, 36 
Because thou hast not obeyed the voice of the Lord, behold, 
as soon as thou art departed from me, a lion shall slay thee. 
And as soon as he was departed from him, a lion found him, 
and slew him. Then he found another man, and said, Smite 37 
e Heb. smit- me, I pray thee. And the man smote him, ® so that in smiting 
ZZo!ding. wounded him. So the prophet departed, and waited for the 38 
king by the way, and disguised himself with ashes upon his 
face. And as the king passed by, he cried unto the king : and 39 
he said, Thy servant went out into the midst of the battle; and, 
behold, a man turned aside, and brought a man unto me, and 
said, Keep this man : if by any means he be missing, then 
f Hal), weigh, shall thy life be for his life, or else thou shalt ^pay a talent of 

silver. And as thy servant was busy here and there, ^he was40 
gone. And the king of Israel said unto him, So shall thy judg- 
ment be; thyself hast decided it. And he hasted, and took the 4i 
ashes away from his face ; and the king of Israel discerned him 
that he was of the prophets. And he said unto him, Thus 42 
hch. xxii. 37 . saith the Lord, ^Because thou hast let go out of thy hmiA 
a man whom I appointed to utter destruction, therefore thy life 
shall go for his life, and thy people for his people. And the 43 
king of Israel went to his house heavy and displeased, and came 
to Samaria. 

§ 6. Seizure of Naboth* s Vineyard, 

1 KINGS XXI. 

899. And it came to pass after these things, that Naboth the Jez- 1 
reelite had a vineyard, which was in Jezreel, hard by the palace 
of Ahab king of Samaria. And Ah)ab spake unto Naboth, say- 2 
ing, Give me thy vineyard, that I may have it for a garden of 
herbs, because it is near unto my house : and I will give thee 
aHeb.be for it a better vineyard than it ; or, if it ^ seem good to thee, I 
g^odintuine worth of it in money. And Naboth said to 3 

Ahab, The Lord forbid it me, that I should give the inherit- 
ance of my fathers unto thee. And Ahab came into his 4 
house heavy and displeased because of the word which Naboth 
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the Jezreelite had spoken to him : for he had said, I will not A.C. 899.^ 
give thee the inheritance of my fathers. And he laid him 
down upon his bed, and turned away his face, and would eat 
no bread. 

5 But Jezebel his wife came to him, and said unto him, Why 

6 is thy spirit so sad, that thou eatest no bread ? And he said 
unto her, Because I spake unto Naboth the Jezreelite, and said 
unto him, Give me thy vineyard for money ; or else, if it please 
thee, I will give thee another vineyard for it: and he answered, 

7 I will not give thee my vineyard. And Jezebel his wife said 
unto him. Dost thou now govern the kingdom of Israel? 
arise, and eat bread, and let thine heart be merry : I will give 

8 thee the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite. So she wrote 
letters in Ahab’s name, and sealed them with his seal, and sent 
the letters unto the elders and to the nobles that were in his 

9 city, dwelling with Naboth. And she wrote in the letters, 
saving:. Proclaim a fast, and set Naboth ^ on high among the ? 

10 people : and set two men, sons oi Belial, before him, to bear people. 
witness against him, saying, Thou didst blaspheme God and 

the king. And then carry him out, and stone him, that he may 

1 1 die. And the men of his city, even the elders and the nobles 
who were the inhabitants in his city, did as Jezebel had sent 
unto them, and as it was written in the letters which she had 

12 sent unto them. They proclaimed a fast, and set Naboth on 

13 high among the people. And there came in two men, children 
of Belial, and sat before him : and the men of Belial witnessed 
against him, even against Naboth, in the presence of the people, 
saying, Naboth did blaspheme God and the king. Then they 
carried him forth out of the city, and stoned him with stones, 

14 that he died. Then they sent to Jezebel, saying, Naboth is 
stoned, and is dead. 

15 And it came to pass, when Jezebel heard that Naboth was 
stoned, and was dead, that Jezebel said to Ahab, Arise, take 
possession of the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite, which he 
refused to give thee for money : for Naboth is not alive, but 

16 dead. And it came to pass, when Ahab heard that Naboth 
was dead, that Ahab rose up to go down to the vineyard of 
Naboth the Jezreelite, to take possession of it. 

17 And the word of the Lord came to Elijah the Tishbite, 

18 saying. Arise, go down to meet Ahab king of Israel, which is 
in Samaria : b^old, he is in the vineyard of Naboth, whither 

19 he is gone down to possess it. And thou shalt speak unto him 
saying, Thus saith the Lord, Hast thou killed, and also taken 
possession? And thou shalt speak unto him, saying, Thus 
saith the Lord, In the place where dogs licked the blood of 

20 Naboth shall dogs lick thy blood, even thine. And Ahab said 
to Elijah, Hast thou found me, O mine enemy ? And he 
answered, I have found thee : because thou hast sold thyself to 

VOL. II. L 
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A C. 899. work evil in the sifflit of the Lor0. Behold, ® I will bring evil 21 
c ch. xiv. 10. upon thee, and will take away thy posterity, and will cut olF 
d fsami^xxv. Ahab ^ him that pisseth arainst the wall, and ® him that is 
Teh xiv 10 Israel, and will make thine house like the 22 

1 ch.’ XV. ’29. ‘ house of ^Jeroboam the son of Nebat, and like the house of 
g ch. xvi. 3. g Baasha the son of Ahijah, for the provocation wherewith thou 
h^2 Kin. ix. provoked me to anger, and made Israel to sin. And ^ of 23 

Jezebel also spake the Lord, saying. The dogs shall eat 
iOT, ditch. Jezebel by the ^ wall of Jezreel. Him that dietli of Ahab in 24 
the city the dogs shall eat ; and him that dieth in the fields 
shall the fowls of the air eat. 

But there was none like unto Ahab, which did sell himself 25 
to work wickedness in the sight of the Lord, whom Jezebel 
k Or, incited. Jjig w}fe k gtirred up. And he did very abominably in following 26 
idols, according to all things as did the Amorites, whom the 
Lord cast out before the children of Israel. And it came to 27 
pass, when Ahab heard those words, that he rent his clothes, 
and put sackcloth upon his flesh, and fasted, and lay in sackcloth, 
and went softly. And the word of the Lord came to Elijah the 28 
Tishbite, saying, Seest thou how Ahab humbleth himself 29 
before me ? because he humbleth himself before me, I will 
not bring the evil in his days: hutm his son's days will I bring 
the evil upon his house. 

§ 7. Death of Ahah, 

1 KINGS XXII. 1 — 40. 

And they continued three years without war between Syria i 
Israel. And it came to pass in the third year, that ^ Jeho- 2 
shaphat the king of Judah came down to the king of Israel. 
And the king of Israel said unto his servants. Know ye that 3 
}r^m^takitigiL HaiDOth ill Gilead is our’s, and we he ^ still, and take it not 
out of the hand of the king of Syria? And he said unto Jeho- 4 
shaphat, Wilt thou go with me to battle to Ramoth-gilead ? 
c2Kin.iii. 7. And Jchoshaphat said to the king of Israel, ^ I am as thou art^ 

my people as thy people, my horses as thy horses. And 5 
Jchoshaphat said unto the king of Israel, Enquire, I pray thee, 
at the word of the Lord to day. Then the king of Israel 6 
gathered the prophets together, about four hundred men, and 
said unto them. Shall I go against Ramoth-gilead to battle, or 
shall I forbear? And they said. Go up; for the Lord shall 
deliver it into the hand of the king. And Jchoshaphat gaid, 7 
Is there not here a prophet of the Lord besides, that we might 
enquire of him ? And the king of Israel said unto Jchoshaphat, 8 
There is yet one man, Micaiah the son of Imlah, by whom we 
may enquire of the Lord : but I hate him ; for he doth not 
prophesy good concerning me, but evil. And Jchoshaphat 
said. Let not the king say so. Then the king of Israel called 9 
d Or, eunuch, an ^ ofiBccr, and said, Hasten hither Micaiah the son of Imlah. 
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10 And the king of Israel and Jehoshaphat the king of Judah sat A.C. 897* 
each on his throne, having put on their robes, in a ® void place 

in the entrance of the gate of Samaria; and all the prophets 

1 1 prophesied before them. And Zedekiah the son of Chenaanah 
made him horns of iron : and he said, Thus saith the Lord, 

With these shalt thou push the Syrians, until thou have con- 

12 sumed them. And all the prophets prophesied so, saying. Go 
up to Ramoth-gilead, and prosper : for the Lord shall deliver 

13 if into the king’s hand. And the messenger that was gone to 
call Micaiah spake unto him, saying, Behold now, the words 
of the prophets declare good unto the king with one mouth : 
let thy word, I pray thee, be like the word of one of them, 

14 and speak that which is good. And Micaiah said. As the 
Lord liveth, what the Lord saith unto me, that will I 
speak. 

15 So he came to the king. And the king said unto him, 

Micaiah, shall we go against Ramoth-gilead to battle, or shall 
we forbear ? And he answered him. Go, and prosper : for the 

16 Lord shall deliver it into the hand of the king. And the 
king said unto him, How many times shall I adjure thee that 
thou tell me nothing but that which is true in the name of the 

17 Lord ? And he said, I saw all Israel scattered upon the hills, 
as sheep that have not a shepherd : and the Lord said, These 
have no master : let them return every man to his house in 

18 peace. And the king of Israel said unto Jehoshaphat, Did I 
not tell thee that he would prophesy no good concerning me, 

19 but evil ? And he said. Hear thou therefore the word of the 
Lord : I saw the Lord sitting on his throne, and all the host 
of heaven standing by him on his right hand and on his left. 

20 And the Lord said, Who shall ^persuade Ahab, that he may {or, deceive. 
go up and fall at Ramoth-gilead ? And one said on this man- 

21 ner, and another said on that manner. And there came forth a 
spirit, and stood before the Lord, and said, I will persuade 

22 him. And the Lord said unto him. Wherewith? And he 
said, I will go forth, and I will be a lying spirit in the mouth 
of all his prophets. And he said. Thou shalt persuade him^ 

23 and prevail also : go forth, and do so. Now therefore, behold, 
the Lord hath put a lying spirit in the mouth of all these thy 
prophets, and the Lord hath spoken evil concerning thee. 

24 But Zedekiah the son of Chenaanah went near, and smote 
Micaiah on the cheek, and said, « Which way went the Spirit « 2 chr. xvui. 

25 of the Lord from me to speak unto thee ? And Micaiah said, 

Behold, thou shalt see in that day, when thou shalt go ^into 

26 ^ an inner chamber to hide thyselr. And the king of Israel ekamber. 
said. Take Micaiah, and carry him back unto Amon the l^ambe'l in a 

27 governor of the city, and to Joash the king’s son ; and say, 

Thus saith the king, Put this fellow in the prison, and feed him 
with bread of affliction and with water of affliction, until I 

L 2 
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A.c. 897. come in peace. And Micaiali said, If thou return at all in 28 
peace, the Lord hath not spoken by me. And he said. 
Hearken, O people, every one of you. So the king of Israel 29 
and Jehoshaphat the king of Judah went up to Ram oth-gi lead. 
^Z^io^isguise Israel said unto Jehoshaphat, ^ I will disguise 30 

^entefintofhe enter iuto the battle ; but put thou on thy robes. 

battle. And the king of Israel disguised himself, and went into the 

battle. But the king of Syria commanded his thirty and two 31 
captains that had rule over his chariots, saying. Fight neither 
with small nor great, save only with the king of Israel. And 32 
it came to pass, when the captains of the chariots saw Jeho- 
shaphat, that they said. Surely it is the king of Israel. And 
they turned aside to fight against him: and Jehoshaphat cried 
out. And it came to pass, when the captains of the chariots 33 
perceived that it was not the king of Israel, that they turned 
i Heb;tn;iM back from pursuing him. And a certain man drew a bow ^at34 
m Heb. jo/wfi a Venture, and smote the king oi Israel between the "'joints of 
andthebreast- hariicss : wlierefore he said unto the driver of his chariot. 
Turn thine hand, and carry me out of the host; for I am 
” wounded. And the battle ^increased that day: and the king 35 
stayed up in his chariot against the Syrians, and died at 
vutb. bosom, even : and the blood ran out of the wound into the p midst of 
the chariot. And there went a proclamation throughout the 36 
host about the going down of the sun, saying. Every man to 
his city, and every man to his own country. 
queb.came. go the king died, and ^was brought to Samaria; and they 37 
buried the king in Samaria. And one washed the chariot in 38 
the pool of Samaria ; and the dogs licked up his blood ; and they 
rch. xxi. 19 . washed his armour; according unto the word of the Lord 

which he spake. Now the rest of the acts of Ahab, and all 39 
that he did, and the ivory house which he made, and all the 
cities that he built, are they not written in the book of the 
chronicles of the kings of Israel? So Ahab slept with his 40 
fathers ; and Ahaziah nis son reigned in his stead. 


2 CHRONICLES XVIII. VER. 3, TO THE END. 

And Ahab king of Israel said unto Jehoshaphat king of Judah, Wilt thou go 3 
with me to Ramoth-gilead ? And Tie answered him, I am as thou artf and my 
people as thy people ; and we will be with thee in the war. 

And Jehoshaphat said unto the king of Israel, Enquire, I pray thee, at the 4 
word of the Lord to day. Therefore the king of Israel gathered together of 5 
prophets four hundred men, and said unto them. Shall we go to Ramoth-gilead to 
battle, or shall I forbear ? And they said, Go up ; for God will deliver it into the 

king’s hand. But Jehoshaphat said, Is there not here a prophet of the Loud 6 

s Heb. yet, s besides, that we might enquire of him ? And the king of Israel said unto Jeho- 7 

or, more. shaphat. There is yet one man, by whom we may enquire of the Lord ; but I hate 

him : for he never prophesied good unto me, but always evil ; the same is Micaiah 

the son of Imla. And Jehoshaphat said, Let not the king say so. And the king of 8 

t Or, eunuchs. Israel called for one of his ^ officers, and said, ^ Fetch quickly Micaiah the son of 

I®la* And the king of Israel and Jehoshaphat king of Judah sat either of them 9 

JL Oi, floor. throne, clothed in their robes, and they sat in a x void place at the entering 

in of the gate of Samaria; and all the prophets prophesied before them. And 10 
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Zedekiah the son of Chenaanah had made him horns of iron, and said, Thus saith 

11 the Lord, With these thou shall push Syria until y they be consumed. And all 
the prophets prophesied so, saying. Go up to Ramoth-gilead, and prosper : for the 

12 Lord shall deliver it into the hand of the king. And the messenger that went to 
call Micaiah spake to him, saying. Behold, the words of the prophets declare good 
to the king * with one assent ; let thy word therefore, I pray thee, be like one 

13 of their’s, and speak thou good. And Micaiah said, As the Lord liveth, even 

14 what my God saith, that will I speak. And when he was come to the king, the 
king said unto him, Micaiah, shall we go to Ramoth-gilead to battle, or shall I 
forbear? And he said. Go ye up, and prosper, and they shall be delivered into 

15 your hand. And the king said to him, How many times shall I adjure thee that 

16 thou say nothing but the truth to me in the name of the Lord? Then he said, I 
did see all Israel scattered upon the mountains, as sheep that have no shepherd ; 
and the Lord said, These have no master : let them return therefore every man 

17 to his house in peace. And the king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat, Did I not tell 

18 thee that he would not prophesy good unto me, but evil? Again he said, There- 
fore hear the word of the Lord ; 1 saw the Lord sitting upon his throne, and all 

19 the host of heaven standing on his right hand and on bis left. And the Lord said, 
Who shall entice Ahab king of Israel, that he may go up and fall at Ramoth- 
gilead ? And one spake saying after this manner, and another saying after that 

20 manner. Then there came out a h spirit, and stood before the Lord, and said, I 

21 will entice him. And the Lord said unto him, Wherewith ? And he said, 1 will 
go out, and be a lying spirit in the mouth of all his prophets. And the LORD said, 

22 Thou shall entice him, and thou shalt also prevail : go out, and do even so. Now 
therefore, behold, the Lord hath put a lying spirit in the mouth of these thy prophets, 

23 and the Lord hath spoken evil against thee. Then Zedekiah the son of Chenaanah 
came near, and smote Micaiah upon the cheek, and said, Which way went the 

24 Spirit of the Lord from me to speak unto thee ? And Micaiah said. Behold, thou 
shalt see on that day when thou shalt go ^ into d an inner chamber to hide thyself. 

25 Then the king of Israel said, Take ye Micaiah, and carry him back to Amon the 

26 governor of the city, and to Joash the king’s son ; and say, Thus saith the king. 
Put this fellow in the prison, and feed him with bread of affliction and with w-ater 

27 of affliction, until I return in peace. -And Micaiah said, If thou certainly return 
in peace, then hath not the Lord spoken by me. And he said, Hearken, all ye 

28 people. So the king of Israel and Jehoshaphat the king of Judah went up to 

29 Ramoth-gilead. And the king of Israel said unto Jehoshaphat, 1 will disguise 
myself, and will go to the battle ; but put thou on thy robes. So the king of Israel 

30 disguised himself ; and they went to the battle. Now the king of Syria had com- 
manded the captains of the chariots that were with him, saying. Fight ye not with 

31 small or great, save only with the king of Israel. And it came to pass, when the 
captains of the chariots saw Jehoshaphat, that they said, It is the king of Israel, 
Therefore they compassed about him to fight ; but Jehoshaphat cried out, and the 

32 Lord helped him ; and God moved them to depart from him. For it came to pass, 
that, when the captains of the chariots perceived that it was not the king of Israel, 

33 they turned back again ® from pursuing him. And a certain man drew a bow fat 
a venture, and smote the king of Israel K between the joints of the harness : there- 
fore he said to his chariot man. Turn thine hand, that thou mayest carry me out of 

34 the host ; for I am h wounded. And the battle increased that day : howbeit the 
king of Israel stayed himself up in his chariot against the Syrians until the even : 
and about the time of the sun going down he died. 

§ 8. Reign and Death of Ahaziah, 


A.C. 897. 


z Heb. uiitk 
one mouth. 


a Or, but for 
evil. 


b Job i. 6. 


c Or, from 
chamher io 
chamber. 
d Heb. a 
chamber in 
a chamber. 


e Heb. /rom 
after kim^ 
f Heb. i» his 
simplicity. 
g Heb. be- 
tween the 
joints and be- 
tween the 
breastptate. 
b Heb. made 
sick. 


] KINGS XXII. VER. 51, TO THE END. 

51 Ahaziah the son of Ahab began to reign over Israel in 
Samaria the seventeenth year of Jehoshaphat king of Judah, 

52 and reigned two years over Israel. And he did evil in the 
sight of the Lord, and walked in the way of his father, and 
in the way of his mother, and in the way of Jeroboam the son 

53 of Nebat, who made Israel to sin : for he served Baal, and 
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A.c. 897. worshipped him, and provoked to anger the Lord God of Israel, 
according to all that his father had done. 

2 KINGS I. 

ach. iii. Then Moab rebelled a^inst Israel ® after the death of Ahab. i 
And Ahaziah fell down through a lattice in his upper chamber 2 
that was in Samaria, and was sick : and he sent messengers, 
and said unto them. Go, enquire of Baal-zebub the god of 
Ekron whether I shall recover of this disease. But the angel 3 
of the Lord said to Elijah the Tishbite, Arise, go up to meet 
the messengers of the king of Samaria, and say unto them, Is 
it not because there is not a God in Israel, that ye go to en- 
quire of Baal-zebub the god of Ekron ? Now therefore thus 4 
b Heb. The saith the Lord, ^ Thou imalt not come down from that bed on 
muartglne which thou art gone up, but shalt surely die. And Elijah 
vp,thouehau departed. 

not comedown i iii i*i*i 

from it. And when the messengers turned back unto him, he said 5 

unto them. Why are ye now turned back ? And they said unto 6 
him, There came a man up to meet us, and said unto us, Go, 
turn again unto the king that sent you, and say unto him. 
Thus saith the Lord, Is it not because there is not a God in 
Israel, that thou sendest to enquire of Baal-zebub the god of 
Ekron ? therefore thou shalt not come down from that bed on 
which thou art gone up, but shalt surely die. And he said 7 
vf^s^th^maL them, ® What manner of man was he which came up to 
nerofthe^ meet you, Rud toM you these words ? And they answered him, 8 
He was an hairy man, and girt with a girdle of leather about 
his loins. And he said. It is Elijah the Tishbite. Then the 9 
king sent unto him a captain of fifty with his fifty. And he 
went up to him : and, behold, he sat on the top of an hill. 
And he spake unto him, Thou man of God, the king hath said. 
Come down. And Elijah answered and said to the captain of lo 
fifty, If I Se a man of God, then let fire come down from 
heaven, and consume thee and thy fifty. And there came 
down fire from heaven, and consumed him and his fifty. 
Again also he sent unto him another captain of fifty with his ii 
fifty. And he answered and said unto him, O man of God, 
thus hath the king said. Come down quickly. And Elijah 12 
answered and said unto them, If \ be ^ man of God, let fire 
come down from heaven, and consume thee and thy fifty. And 
the fire of God came down from heaven, and consumed him 
and his fifty. 

And he sent again a captain of the third fifty with his fifty. 13 
dHeb.towtfrf. And the third captain of fifty went up, and came and ^fell on 
his knees before Elijah, and besought him, and said unto him, 

O man of God, I pray thee, let my life, and the life of these 
fifty thy servants, be precious in thy sight. Behold, there 14 
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came fire down from heaven, and burnt up the two captains of A.c. 807 . 
the former fifties with their fifties : therefore let my life now be ' 

15 precious in thy sight. And the angel of the Lord said unto 
Elijah, Go down with him : be not afraid of him. And he 

16 arose, and went down with him unto the king. And he said 
unto him. Thus saith the Lord, Forasmuch as thou hast sent 
messengers to enquire of Baal-zebub the god of Ekron, is it 
not because there is no God in Israel to enquire of his word ? 
therefore thou shalt not come down oflF that bed on which thou 
art gone up, but shalt surely die. 

17 So he died according to the word of the Lord which Elijah 89G. 
had spoken. And ® Jehoram reigned in his stead in the second 

year of Jehoram the son of Jehosnaphat king of Judah; because horam was 

18 he had no son. Now the rest of the acts of Aliaziah which he 
did, are they not written in the book of the chronicles of the 
kings 01 Israel : 

§ 9. Reign of Jehoram — Rebellion of Moah. 

2 KINGS III. VER. 1 5. 

1 Now Jehoram the son of Ahab began to reign over Israel in 
Samaria the eighteenth year of Jehoshaphat king of Judah, and 

2 reigned twelve years. And he wrought evil in the sight of the 
Lord ; but not like his father, and like his mother : for he put 

3 away the ^ image of Baal that his father had made. Neverthe- a Heb. 
less he cleaved unto the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, 
which made Israel to sin ; he departed not therefrom. 

4 And Mesha king of Moab was a sheepmaster, and rendered 
unto the king of Israel an hundred thousand lambs, and an 

5 hundred thousand rams, with the wool. But it came to pass, 
when ^ Ahab was dead, that the king of Moab rebelled against 
the king of Israel. 

§ 10. Rapture of Elijah. 

2 KINGS II. 

1 And it came to pass, when the Lord would take up Elijah 
into heaven by a whirlwind, that Elijah went with Elisha from 

2 Gilgal. And Elijah said unto Elisha, Tarry here, I pray thee; 
for the Lord hath sent me to Beth-el. And Elisha said unto 
hirn^ As the Lord liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not 

3 leave thee. So they went down to Beth el. And the sons 

of the prophets that were at Beth-el came forth to Elisha, 

fi - ■ 

The mention here made of the sons, or disciples, or pupils of the Prophets, leads us to enquire 
what mode was adopted among the ancient Israelites to secure to them the advantages of education. 
When the Israelites first went down into Egypt, and the patriarchal polity flourished among them 
in its full vigour, every father was, of course, the instructor as well as the head of his family. 
During their continuance in that country, although we know but little of the manner in which they 
preserved among themselves the traditions of their ancestors, or maintained and declared their right 
to the Holy Land, we may be assured that the national faith was not suffered to decay ; nor were 
they, at their departure from Egypt, that rude and barbarous people which they are generally 
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A>€. 896. and said unto him, Knowest thou that the Lord will take 
away tlw master from thy head to day ? And he said, Yea, I 
know ir;.*hold ye your peace. And Elijah said unto him, 4 
Elisha, tarry here, I pray thee ; for the Lord hath sent me to 
Jericho. And he said. As the Lord liveth, and as thy soul 
liveth, I will not leave thee. So they came to Jericho. And 5 
the sons, of the prophets that were at Jericho came to Elisha, 


represented. Moses was skilled in all the wisdom of Egypt ; and the perpetual presence of the 
God of Israel, the wonderful miracles i^rought by Moses, the death of the generation which had 
been in some measure contaminated by idolatry in Egypt, and the consequent instruction of the 
next, under the immediate superintendence of their inspired leader, prevented the possibility of 
ignorance, during their wandering in the wilderness. It is generally supposed, too, that there was 
an uninterrupted succession of prophets from the time of Moses to the death of Malachi. The first 
places for their instruction, appointed by the Jews after their settlement in the Holy Land, w'ere 
the Levitical cities, which might be called the Universities of Judea. The Levites, too, were 
scattered through the country, as the standing ministry appointed by God himself, to instruct the 
people in general in all things which pertained to their law. It is, therefore, to be supposed that the 
common business of education fell as naturally into their hands at that time, as it has since done, 
generally speaking, to the Ecclesiastics in Christian countries. 

The first notice which is taken in Scripture of the schools of the prophets, is 1 Sam. x. 10. or 
1 Sam. xix. 20. The expression “ they saw the prophets prophesying, and Samuel standing, as 
appointed over them,” is interpreted by the Chaldee Paraphrast, that Samuel was the head, or 
president! of a school of prophetical instruction. Samuel is by many supposed to haye himself first 
instituted these schools : but it is more probable that he found them established in the Levitical 
cities, and in every place where the ark was settled, and where the people went up to worship. It 
is more certain that, from the time of Samuel to the Babylonish captivity, they were never suffered 
entirely to degenerate; although they were too often influenced by the general bias of the people 
to idolatry. The most distinguished prophets, till the time of David, were presidents of these 
colleges. Elkanah, Gad, Nathan, and others, are supposed to have been to the prophets in their 
day, what Samuel was to the prophets at Naioth. They are said to have selected the most promis- 
ing of the young Levites, with the Nazarites of other tribes. Hence we read of so many prophets 
together in the time of Ahab. The chief places where they resided seem to have been Bethel, 
Jericho, Gilgal, and the Levitical cities in general. The people in Israel, after the revolt of the ten 
tribes, were accustomed to attend the prophets for moral and religious instruction ; for we read, 
that, when the woman of Shunem was about to go up to Elijah, her husband asked her, — “ Where- 
fore wilt thou go to day ? it is neither new moon, nor sabbath,” 2 Kings iv. 23. When the pecu- 
liar circumstances of the age demanded it, the prophets were gifted with miraculous power. From 
the time of Samuel there appears to have been an unbroken succession to the time of Malachi ; of 
whom Elijah and Elisha were the most eminent. 

Prophecies were first committed to writing by Elijah, who wrote to Jehoram, predicting his 
offences and punishment. The Volume of Scripture may be considered as having been under the 
continued superintendence of these holy men : and the prophetical office, as Bishop Stillingfleet 
ingeniously and justly observes, was a kind of Chancery to the law of Moses. 

As God never left himself without witness to the Heathen world, in that He gave them rain 
from heaven, and fruitful seasons ; neither did He leave the people of Israel without a constant 
appeal to their hearts and understandings. Moses, Joshua, the Judges, Samuel, David, Ahijah, 
Elijah, Elisha, and the prophets whose writings are still preserved, followed each other in close 
succession. In addition to these, there was the standing miracle of the perpetual accomplish- 
ment of the prophecies which referred to events near at hand ; the oracular answer in the Holy 
of Holies ; the appearance of the Shechinah ; the very nature of the country respectively occupied 
by the twelve tribes; the residence among them of the ancient Gibeonites ; the judgments inflicted 
both on the idolatrous princes of Israel and Judah, as well as on the surrounding nations'; these, 
with the lessons conveyed by the recurrence of the Sabbath, and of their great festivals, when the 
Levites taught the meaning of the ceremonial law, and otherwise instructed the people, took away 
all excuse for the frequent relapses of the Israelites into idolatry. Yet, if their repeated offences, 
in this respect, excite astonishment, let the present condition of the Christian world be considered ; 
which presents us with too many instances of ingratitude and infidelity. The appeals which were 
made to the ancient Church of God were not more powerful than those which the Christian 
Church now enjoys : for in those days God spake by his prophets ; to us He has spoken by his 
Son. 
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and said unto him, Knowest thou that the Lord will take 
away thy master from thy head to day ? And he answered, 

6 Yea, I know it; hold ye your peace. And Elijah, said unto 
him. Tarry, I pray thee, here ; lor the Lord hath sent me to 
Jordan. And he said, As the Lord liveth, and as thy soul 

7 liveth, 1 will not leave thee. And they two went on. And 
fifty men of the sons of the prophets went, and stood ® to view 

8 afar off: and they two stood by Jordan. And Elijah took his 
mantle, and wrapped it together, and smote the waters, and 
they were divided hither and thither, so that they two went 
over on dry ground. 

9 And it came to pass, when they were gone over, that Elijah 
said unto Elisha, Ask what I shall do for thee, before I be 
taken away from thee. And Elisha said, I pray thee, let a 

10 double portion of thy spirit be upon me. And he said, 
^ Thou hast asked a hard thing : nevertheless^ if thou see me 
when I am taken from thee, it shall be so unto thee ; but if not, 

11 it shall not be so. And it came to pass, as they still went on, 
and talked, that, behold, there appeared a chariot of fire, and 
horses of fire, and parted them both asunder ; and ^ Elijah went 
up by a whirlwind into heaven. 

12 And Elisha saw it^ and he cried, ^ My father, my father, the 
chariot of Israel, and the horsemen thereof. And he saw him 
no more : and he took hold of his own clothes, and rent them in 

13 two pieces. He took up also the mantle of Elijah that fell 
from him, and went back, and stood by the ®bank of Jordan; 

Hand he took the mantle of Elijah that fell from him, and smote 
the waters, and said. Where is the Lord God of Elijah ? and 
when he also had smitten the waters, they parted hither and 

15 thither: and Elisha went over. And when the sons of the 


A.C. 896. 


a Heb. in 
sight, or, over 
against. 


b Heb. Thou 
hast done hard 
in asking. 


c Ecclus. 
xlviii. 9. 

1 Mac. ii. 58. 


e Heb. lip. 


prophets which 


'to view at Jericho saw him, they said, : 


The spirit of Elijah doth rest on Elisha. And they came 
to meet him, and bowed themselves to the ground before 
him. 


16 And they said unto him. Behold now, there be with thv 
servants fifty ® strong men; let them go, we pray thee, and seek 
thy master : lest peradventure the Spirit of the Lord hath 
taken him up, and cast him upon **some mountain, or into 

r’ A 1 11 1 A 1 1 the moun- 

17 some valley. And he said. Ye shall not send. And when 
they urged him till he was ashamed, he said, Send. They 
sent therefore fifty men; and they sought three days, but found 

18 him not. And when they came again to him, (for he tarried 
at Jericho,) he said unto them. Did I not say unto you, Go 
not? 


19 And the men of the city said unto Elisha, Behold, I pray 
thee, the situation of this city is pleasant, as my lord seeth : but 

20 the water is naught, and the ground ' barren. And he said, 
Bring me a new cruse, and put salt therein. And they brought cany. 
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A.c. 896. it to him. And he went forth unto the spring of the waters, 21 

' ' and cast the salt in there, and said, Thus saith the Lord, I 

have healed these waters ; there shall not be from thence any 
more death or barren land. So the waters were healed 22 
unto this day, according to the saying of Elisha which he 
spake. 

And he went up from thence unto Beth-el : and as he was 23 
going up by the way, there came forth little children out of the 
city, and mocked him, and said unto him. Go up, thou bald head; 
go up, thou bald head. And he turned back, and looked on 24 
them, and cursed them in the name of the Lord. And there 
came forth two she bears out of the wood, and tare forty and 
two children of them. And he went from thence to mount 25 
Carmel, and from thence he returned to Samaria. 

§11. Victory of Jehoram over the Moabites, 

2 KINGS III. VER. 6, TO THE END. 

895. king Jehoram went out of Samaria the same time, and 6 

numbered all Israel. And he went and sent to Jehoshaphat 7 
. the king of Judah, saying, The king of Moab hath rebelled 
against me: wilt thou go with me against Moab to battle? 
a 1 Kin. xxii. And he Said, I will go up : am as thou art^ my people as 

thy people, and my horses as thy horses. And he said. Which 8 
way shall we go up ? And he answered. The way through the 
wilderness of Edom. So the king of Israel went, and the king 9 
of Judah, and the king of Edom : and they fetched a compass 
of seven days’ journey : and there was no water for the host, 
b Heb. at and for the cattle ^ that followed them. And the king of Israel 10 

their feet. j LoRD hath Called these three kings to- 
gether, to deliver them into the hand of Moab ! But Jehosha- 11 

phat said, Is there not here a prophet of the Lord, that we 

may enquire of the Lord by him ? And one of the king of 
Israel’s servants answered and said, Here is Elisha the son of 
Shaphat, which poured water on the hands of Elijah. And 12 
Jehoshaphat said. The word of the I.. 0 RD is with him. So the 
king of Israel and Jehoshaphat and the king of Edom went 
down to him. And Elisha said unto the king of Israel, What 13 
have I to do with thee ? get thee to the prophets of thy father, 
and to the prophets of thy mother. And the king of Israel said 
unto him. Nay : for the Lord hath called these three kings 
together, to deliver them into the hand of Moab. And Elisha 14 
said. As the Lord of hosts liveth, before whom I stand, surely, 
were it not that I regard the presence of Jehoshaphat the king 
of Judah, I would not look toward thee, nor see thee. Buti5 
now bring me a minstrel. And it came to pass, when the min- 
strel played, that the hand of the Lord came upon him. And 16 
he said, Thus saith the Lord, Make this valley full of ditches. 
For thus saith the Lord, Ye shall not see wind, neither shall 17 
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ye see rain ; yet that valley shall be filled with water, that ye A.c. 895. 

18 may drink, both ye, and your cattle, and your beasts. And ' 

this is hut a light thing in the sight of the Lord: he will 

19 deliver the Moabites also into your hand. And ye shall smite 
every fenced city, and every choice city, and shall fell every 
good tree, and stop all wells of water, and *^mar every good 

20 piece of land with stones. And it came to pass in the morning, 
when the meat offering was offered, that, behold, there came 
water by the way of Edom, and the country was filled with 
water. 

2] And when all the Moabites heard that the kings were come 

up to fight against them, they ^ gathered all that were able to ^crlTio^ether 

22 ® put on armour, and upward, and stood in the border. And e Heb. gird 
they rose up early in the morning, and the sun shone upon the 
water, and the Moabites saw the water on the other side as red 

23 as blood - and they said. This is blood : the kings are surely 

^ slain, and they have smitten one another: now therefore, ^ Heb. 'fe- 

24 Moab, to the spoil. And when they came to the camp of 
Israel, the Israelites rose up and smote the Moabites, so that 
they fled before them : but ^ they went forward smiting the 

25 Moabites, even in their country. And they beat down the even tmiting. 
cities, and on every good piece of land cast every man his stone, 

and filled it; and they stopped all the wells of water, and felled 
all the good trees : ^ only in Kir-haraseth left they the stones 
thereof; howbeit the slingers went about eV, and smote it. 9 ton ft thereof 

26 And when the king of Moab saw that the battle was too sore 
for him, he took with him seven hundred men that drew swords, 
to break through even unto the king of Edom : but they could 

27 not. Then he took his eldest son that should have reigned in 
his stead, and offered him for a burnt offering upon the wall. 

And there was great indignation against Israel : and they de- 
parted from him, and returned to their own land. 

§ 12. Miracles of Elisha, 

2 KINGS IV. 

1 Elisha multiplieth the widow^s oil, 8 He giveth a son to the good Shunammite, He 
raiseth again her dead son, At Gilgal he healeth the deadly pottage. 42 He 
satire th an hundred men with twenty loaves. 

1 Now there cried a certain woman of the wives of the sons of 
the prophets unto Elisha, saying, Thy servant my husband is 
dead; and thou knowest that thy servant did fear the Lord: 
and the creditor is come to take unto him my two sons to be 

2 bondmen. And Elisha said unto her. What shall I do for thee ? 
tell me, what hast thou in the house ? And she said. Thine 
handmaid hath not any thing in the house, save a pot of oil. 

3 Then he said. Go, borrow thee vessels abroad of all thy neigh- 

4 hours, even empty vessels; ‘borrow not a few. And when « 
thou art come in, thou shalt shut the door upon thee and upon ' 



156 


PERIOD SIXTH. 


[part IV. 


A.C. 892. thy sons, and shalt pour out into all those vessels, and thou 

shalt set aside that which is full. So she went from him, and 5 
shut the door upon her and upon her sons, who brought the 
vessels to her ; and she poured out. And it came to pass, when 6 
the vessels were full, that she said unto her son, Bring me yet 
a vessel. And he said unto her, There is not a vessel more. 
And the oil stayed. Then she came and told the man of God. 7 
b Or, creditor. And he said. Go, sell the oil, and pay thy ^ debt, and live thou 
and thy children of the rest. 

891 . And ® it fell on a day, that Elisha passed to Shunem, where 8 
a great woman ; and ^ she constrained him to eat bread, 
d Heb. laid And so it was, that as oft as he passed by, he turned in thither 
hold on htm. bread. And she said unto her husband, Behold now, I 9 


perceive that this is an holy man of God, which passeth by us 
continually. Let us make a little chamber, I pray thee, on the lo 
wall ; and let us set for him there a bed, and a table, and a 
stool, and a candlestick : and it shall be, when he cometh to us, 
that he shall turn in thither. And it fell on a day, that he 1 1 
came thither, and he turned into the chamber, and lay there. 
And he said to Gehazi his servant, Call this Shunammite. And 12 
when he had called her, she stood before him. And he said 13 
unto him. Say now unto her, Behold, thou hast been careful 
for us with all this care ; what is to be done for thee ? wouldest 
thou be spoken for to the king, or to the captain of the host? 
And she answered, I dwell among mine own people. And he 14 
said. What then is to be done for her ? And Gehazi answered. 
Verily she hath no child, and her husband is old. And he 15 
said, Call her. And when he had called her, she stood in 
e^Gen.xviu. door. And lie said, ® About this ^season, according to 16 
fHeh.set the time of life, thou shalt embrace a son. And she said. 

Nay, my lord, thou man of God, do not lie unto thine hand- 
maid. And the woman conceived, and bare a son at that 17 


season that Elisha had said unto her, according to the time of 
life. 


And when the child was grown, it fell on a day, that he went 18 
out to his father to the reapers. And he said unto his father, 19 
My head, my head. And he said to a lad. Carry him to his 
mother. And when he had taken him, and brought him to his 20 
mother, he sat on her knees till noon, and then died. And she 21 


went up, and laid him on the bed of the man of God, and shut 
the door upon him, and went out. And she called unto her 22 
husband, and said. Send me, I pray thee, one of the young 
men, and one of the asses, that I may run to the man of Goo, 
and come again. And he said. Wherefore w ilt thou go to him 23 
to day ? it is neither new moon, nor sabbath. And she said, 
gneh. peace. It shall be ^ weW, Then she saddled an ass, and said to her 24 
Lo?nnJ</or sorvaut, Drive, and go forward; slack not thy riding for me, 
me to ride, ^xcept I bid thce. So she went and came unto the man of 25 
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God to mount Carmel. And it came to pass, when the man of A.c. 891. 
God saw her afar off, that he said to Gehazi his servant, ^ ^ 

26 Behold, yonder is that Shunammite : run now, I pray thee, to 
meet her, and say unto her. Is it well with thee ? is it well with 
thy husband ? is it well with the child ? And she answered, 

27 It is well. And when she came to the man of God to th^ hill, 

she caught ^him by the feet: but Gehazi came near to thrust i Heb. ah 

her away. And the man of God said, Let her alone ; for her 

soul is ^ vexed within her : and the Lord hath hid it from me, j Heb. bitter. 

28 and hath not told me. Then she said, Did I desire a son of 

29 my lord ? did I not say, Do not deceive me ? Then he said 
to Gehazi, Gird up thy loins, and take my staff in thine hand, 
and go thy way; if thou meet any man, salute him not; and 
if any salute thee, answer him not again : and lay my staff 

30 upon the face of the child. And the mother of the child said. 

As the Lord liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not leave 

31 thee. And he arose, and followed her. And Gehazi passed 
on before them, and laid the staff upon the face of the child ; 

but there was neither voice, nor ^hearing. Wherefore he went kHeb.aw^n- 
again to meet him, and told him, saying. The child is not 

32 awaked. And when Elisha was come into the house, behold, 

33 the child was dead, and laid upon his bed. He went in there- 
fore, and shut the door upon them twain, and prayed unto the 

34 Lord. And he went up, and lay upon the child, and put his 
mouth upon his mouth, and his eyes upon his eyes, and his 
hands upon his hands: and he stretched himself upon the child; 

35 and the flesh of the child waxed warm. Then he returned, 
and walked in the house ^ to and fro ; and went up, and 
stretched himself upon him : and the child sneezed seven once thither. 

36 times, and the child opened his eyes. And he called Gehazi, 
and said, Call this Shunammite. So he called her. And 
when she was come in unto him, he said, Take up thy 

37 son. Then she went in, and fell at his feet, and bowed 
herself to the ground, and took up her son, and went 
out. 

38 And Elisha came again to Gilgal : and there was a dearth 890. 
in the land ; and the sons of the prophets were sitting before 

him : and he said unto his servant, Set on the great pot, and 

39 seethe pottage for the sons of the prophets. And one went 
out into the field to gather herbs, and found a wild vine, and 
gathered thereof wild gourds his lap full, and came and shred 

40 them into the pot of pottage : for thoy knew them not. So they 
poured out for the men to eat. And it came to pass, as they 
were eating of the pottage, that they cried out, and said, O 
thou man of God, there is death in the pot. And they could 

41 not eat thereof. But he said. Then bring meal. And he 
cast it into the pot; and he said, Pour out for the people, 
that they may eat. And there was no harm in the pot. 
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A.c. 890. And there came a man from Baal-shalisha, and brought the 42 
^ ' man of God bread of the firstfruite, twenty loaves of oarley, 

n Or, in his and full ears of corn “ in the husk thereof. And he said. Give 

unto the people, that they may eat. And his servitor said, 43 
o John vi. 9. o What, should I Set this before an hundred men ? He said 
again, Give the people, that they may eat : for thus saith the 
Lord, They shall eat, and shall leave thereof. So he set 44 
it before them, and they did eat, and left thereof according to 
the word of the Lord. 


2 KINGS V. 

1 Naaman, hy the report of a captive maid, is sent to Samaria to he cured of his leprosy. 
8 Elisha, sending him to Jordan, cureth him. 15 He refusing Naaman' s gifts granteth 
him some of the earth. 20 Gehazi, abusing his master's name unto Naaman, is smitten 
with leprosy. 

Now Naaman, captain of the host of the king of Syria, was i 
pHeb.A«/o?g. a great man p with his master, and ^ ^ honourable, because by 
tueh.ufied' him the Lord had given ® deliverance unto Syria : he was also 
ed'incoS-' ^ "eighty man in valour, hut he was a leper. And the Syrians 2 
gone out by companies, and had brought away captive out 
t Heb. was of the land of Israel a little maid; and she ^waited on Naaman’s 
before. gg^jj mistress. Would God my lord 3 

xHeb ^ with the prophct that is in Samaria ! for he would ^ re- 
in. cover him of his leprosy. And one went in, and told his lord, 4 

saying, Thus and thus said the maid that is of the land of 
Israel. And the king of Syria said. Go to, go, and I will send 5 
a letter unto the king of Israel. And he departed, and took 
y Heb. in his v with him ten talents of silver, and six thousand pieces of gold, 

and ten changes of raiment. And he brought the letter to the 6 
king of Israel, saying, Now when this letter is come unto thee, 
behold, I have therewith sent Naaman my servant to thee, that 
thou mayest recover him of his leprosy. And it came to pass, 7 
when the king of Israel had read the letter, that he rent his 
clothes, and said. Am I God, to kill and to make alive, that this 
man doth send unto me to recover a man of his leprosy? 
wherefore consider, I pray you, and see how he seeketh a 
quarrel against me. 

And it was so^ when Elisha the man of God had heard that 8 
the king of Israel had rent his clothes, that he sent to the king, 
saying, Wherefore hast thou rent thy clothes? let him come 
now to me, and he shall know that there is a prophet in Israel. 

So Naaman came with his horses and with his chariot, and 9 
stood at the door of the house of Elisha. And Elisha sent a lo 
messenger unto him, saying, Go and wash in Jordan seven 
*Heb I said come again to thee, and thou shalt be 

5or, ’ clean. But Naaman was wrath, and went away, and said, ii 
Behold, *®I thought, He will surely come out to me, and 
stand, and call on the name of the Lord his God, and ^ strike 
up and down, his hand over the place, and recover the leper. Are noti2 
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Abana and Pharpar, rivers of Damascus, l)etter than all the A.c. 890 . 
waters of Israel ? may I not wash in them, and be clean ? So 

13 he turned and went away in a rage. And his servants came 
near, and spake unto him, and said. My father, j/* the prophet 
had bid thee do some great thing, wouldest thou not have done 
it ? how much rather then, when he saith to thee. Wash, and 

14 be clean ? Then went he down, and dipped himself seven 
times in Jordan, according to the saying of the man of God : 
and his flesh came again like unto the flesh of a little child, and 

^ he was clean. 4 Luke iv. 27 . 

15 And he returned to the man of God, he and all his com- 
pany, and came, and stood before him : and he said, Behold, 
now I know that there is no God in all the earth, but in Israel: 
now therefore, I pray thee, take a blessing of thy servant. 

16 But he said. As the Lord liveth, before whom I stand, I will 
receive none. And he urged him to take it ; but he refused. 

17 And Naaman said, Shall there not then, I pray thee, be given 
to thy servant two mules’ burden of earth ? for thy servant 
will henceforth offer neither burnt offering nor sacrifice unto 

IS other gods, but unto the Lord. In this thing the Lord 
pardon thy servant, that when my master goeth into the house 
of Rimmon to worship there, and he leaneth on my hand, and 
I bow myself in the house of Rimmon : when I bow down 
myself in the house of Rimmon, the Lord pardon thy servant 

19 in this thing. And he said unto him. Go in peace. So he 

departed from him ® a little way. e Heb, a 

20 But Gehazi, the servant of Elisha the man of God, said, of^gloun7. 
Behold, my master hath spared Naaman this Syrian, in not 
receiving at his hands that which he brought: but, as the 
Lord liveth, I will run after him, and take somewhat of him. 

21 So Gehazi followed after Naaman. And when Naaman saw 
him running after him, he lighted down from the chariot to 

22 meet him, and said, ^ Is all well ? And he said. All is well. fHeb. is 
My master hath sent me, saying. Behold, even now there be 
come to me from mount Ephraim two young men of the sons 

of the prophets : give them, I pray thee, a talent of silver, and 

23 two changes of garments. And Naaman said, Be content, 
take two talents. And he urged him, and bound two talents 
of silver in two bags, with two changes of garments, and laid 
them upon two of his servants; and they bare them before 

24 him. And when he came to the ^ tower, he took from 
their hand, and bestowed them in the house : and he let the 

25 men go, and they departed. But he went in, and stood before 
his master. And Elisha said unto him. Whence contest tbov^ 

26 Gehazi ? And he said. Thy servant went ^ no whither. And b Heb. not 
he said unto him, Went not mine heart trith thee^ when the 

man turned again from his chariot to meet thee ? Is it a time 
to receive money, and to receive garments, and oliveyards, and 
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A.c. 890. vineyards, and sheep, and oxen, and menservants, and maid- 
^ ^ ' servants ? The leprosy therefore of Naaman shall cleave unto 27 

thee, and unto thy seed for ever. And he went out from his 
presence a leper as white as snow, 

2 KINGS VI. VER. 1 23. 

889. And the sons of the prophets said unto Elisha, Behold now, i 
the place where we dwell with thee is too strait for us. Let 2 
us go, we pray thee, unto Jordan, and take thence every man 
a beam, and let us make us a place there, where we may dwell. 
And he answered. Go ye. And one said, Be content, I pray 3 
thee, and go with thy servants. And he answered, I will go. So 4 
he went with them. And when they came to Jordan, they cut 
iHeb. iron, dowu wood. But as 0116 was felling a beam, the ^ ax head fell 5 
into the water : and he cried, and said, Alas, master ! for it 
was borrowed. And the man of God said, Where fell it? 6 
And he shewed him the place. And he cut down a stick, and 
cast it in thither; and the iron did swim. Therefore said 7 
he, Take it up to thee. And he put out his hand, and 
took it. 

Then the king of Syria warred against Israel, and took 8 
counsel with his servants, saying. In such and such a place 
shall be my ^camp. And the man of God sent unto the king 9 
of Israel, saying. Beware that thou pass not such a place; 
for thither the Syrians are come down. And the king of Israel 10 
sent to the place which the man of God told him and warned 
him of, and saved himself there, not once nor twice. There- J 1 
fore the heart of the king of Syria was sore troubled for this 
thing ; and he called his servants, and said unto them, Will ye 
not shew me which of us is for the king of Israel ? And 12 
1 Heb. No. one of his servants said, ' None, my lord, 0 king : but Elisha, 
the prophet that is in Israel, telleth the king of Israel tlie 
words that thou speakest in thy bedchamber. 

And he said. Go and spy where he is^ that I may send and 13 
fetch him. And it was told him, saying. Behold, he is in 
Dothan. Therefore sent he thither horses, and chariots, and 14 
m Heb. Awry, a great hosti and they came by night, and compassed the 
nOr, minister, city about. And when the " servant of the man of God was 15 
risen early, and gone forth, behold, an host compassed the city 
both with horses and chariots. And his servant said unto him, 
Alas, my master! how shall we do? And he answered. Fear 16 
‘ ° more than they that be with 

* them. And Elisha prayed, and said. Lord, I pray thee, open 17 

his eyes, that he may see. And the Lord opened the eyes 
of the young man; and he saw: and, behold, the mountain 
was full of horses and chariots of fire round about Elisha. And I8 
when they came down to him, Elisha prayed unto the Lord, 
and said. Smite this people, I pray thee, with blindness. 
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And he smote them with blindness according to the word of A.C. 889. 
Elisha. " " 


19 And Elisha said unto them, This is not the way, neither is 
this the city ; p follow me, and I will bring you to the man 

20 whom ye seek. But he led them to Samaria. And it came 
to pass, when they were come into Samaria, that Elisha said, 
Lord, open the eyes of these men^ that they may see. And 
the Lord opened their eyes, and they saw ; and, behold, they 

21 were in the midst of Samaria. And the king of Israel said 
unto Elisha, when he saw them. My father, shall I smite them ? 

22 shall I smite them ? And he answered, Thou shalt not smite 
them : wouldest thou smite those whom thou hast taken captive 
with thy sword and with thy bow ? set bread and water before 
them, that they may eat and drink, and go to their master. 

23 And he prepared great provision for them : and when they had 
eaten and drunk, he sent them away, and they went to their 
master. So the bands of Syria came no more into the land of 
Israel. 


PART V. 


PORTION I. 

Reign of Jehor am ^ King of Judah^ 4 Years— from 889 to 885. 

2 CHRONICLES XXI. VER. 1. 

1 ^'®Now Jehoshaphat slept with his fathers, and was buried a i Kin. xxi. 
with his fathers in the city of David. And Jehoram his son 
reigned in his stead. 

2 CHRONICLES XXI. VER. 5, 6, 7- 

5 Jehoram wa^ thirty and two years old when he began to 

6 reign, and he reigned eight years in Jerusalem. And he walked 
in the way of the kings of Israel, like as did the house of 
Ahab: for he had the daughter of ^Ahab to wife: and he bch.ixii. 2. 

7 wrought that which was evil in the eyes of the Lord. How- 

beit tlie IjOrd would not destroy the house of David, because 
of the covenant that he had made with David, and as he pro- 
mised to give ® light to him and to his ^ sons for ever, c Heb. lamp, 

® ” or, candle. 

2 CHRONICLES XXI. VER. 2, 3, 4. f Sn^xi. 

2 And he had brethren the sons of Jehoshaphat, Azariah, and pg. 
Jehiel, and Zechariah, and Azariah, and Michael, and Shepha- 

tiah : all these were the sons of Jehoshaphat king of Israel. 

3 And their father gave them great gifts of silver, and of gold. 


To understand the chronology of Jehoram’s reign, it is necessary to observe that three several 
dates are assigned to the beginning of it. The first in the seventeenth year of Jehoshaphat his 
father, compare 1 Kings xxii. 61. 2 Kings i. 17- 2 Kings iii. 1. The second in the fifth year of 

Joram the son of Ahab, 2 Kings viii. 16. which was in the two and twentieth year of Jehoshaphat ; 
and the third at his father’s death. The first time, he was made viceroy, when his father went out 
to fight for the recovery of Ramoth-gilead ; and the second, he was again made viceroy on his 
father’s absence in Moab with Jehoram. — Lightfoot’s Prolegomena to the Harmony of the Evang., 
Works, vol. i. p. 387. 

VOL. II. 


M 



162 


PERIOD SIXTH. 


[part V. 


A C. 889. and precious tiling, with fenced cities in Judah : but the 
e Jehoram kingdom gave he to ® Jehoram ; because he was the firstborn. 

Sf tiie^ing” Now when Jehoram was risen up to the kingdom of his father, 4 
faXr^K/n strengthened himself, and slew all his brethren with the 
viii. 16. ■ sword, and divers also of the princes of Israel. 

2 CHRONICLES XXI. VER. 11 — 15. 

Moreover he made high places in the mountains of Judah, ii 
and caused the inhabitants of Jerusalem to commit fornication, 
and compelled Judah thereto. 

**And there came a writing to him from Elijah the pro- 12 
phet, saying, Thus saith the Lord God of David thy father, 
Because thou hast not walked in the ways of Jehoshaphat thy 
father, nor in the ways of Asa king of Judah, but hast walked 
in the way of tlie kings of Israel, and hast made Judah 13 
and the inhabitants of Jerusalem to go a whoring, like to 
the whoredoms of the house of Ahab, and also hast slain thy 
brethren of thy father’s house, which ivere better than thyself: 


The letter from Elijah to Jehoram has given rise to much discussion. Elijah the Tishbite was 
taken up to heaven in the reign of Ahab, many years before the last accession of Jehoram. Jehoram 
was made king three several times. — Once, before the battle of Ramoth-gilead, in which Ahab was 
killed : (compare 1 Kings xxii. 51. 2 Kings i. 17* 2 Kings iii 1.) ; once, upon his father's going 
to war against the Moabites ; and again, on his father’s death. It is doubtful on which of these 
occasions he destroyed his brothers, and attempted to restore idolatry. If on his first or second 
accession, the letter might have been written by Elijah immediately preceding his assumption. But 
it does not appear probable, either that Jehoram would have acted in this cruel and unnatural 
manner, or that he would have endeavoured to establish idolatry during the lifetime of his father, 
who was zealous for the worship of the true God. This argument, therefore, prevents us from 
supposing that he deserved to receive the letter after his first or second accession ; we must 
therefore conclude he destroyed his brothers, and restored superstition, after his father’s 
death. 

But at this time Elijah had ascended into heaven. Three hypotheses have been framed to 
account for this apparent difficulty. One supposes, that for Elijah we ought to read Elisha. 
Another, that the Elijah here mentioned is another prophet of that name, and not Elijah the 
Tishbite. The third is, that immediately preceding his ascension into heaven, when Jehoram was 
first raised to the joint administration of the kingdom by his father Jehoshaphat, Elijah predicted 
the enormities of which he would be guilty, and left the writing with the sons of the prophets. 
When the circumstances prophesied by Elijah had actually taken place, the writing was sent to 
Jehoram ; the account of the punishment of his offences was laid before him ; an interval was 
allowed him for repentance ; and, at the end of a short time, he fell a victim to the disease foretold 
by Elijah. 

if, then, we come to the conclusion, that this letter of Elijah to Jehoram was written by the 
prophet before the murder of his brothers, it may be esteemed one of the most important passages 
in the books of Scripture. It may be regarded as the commencement of that part of the dispensa- 
tions of Providence, which was continued nearly to the close of the Canon of Scripture ; that is, it 
was the first written prophecy of which we read, which confined itself to the judgments about to be 
inflicted on an individual. It was a new mode of appeal to the princes and people of Israel and 
Judah. It was made at a time when the public corruption was at its height; it was confirmed by 
the most wonderful miracles, and authenticated by the witnesses among whom it was deposited, who 
were most probably the sons of the prophets. 

Lightfoot is of opinion that the letter was sent by Elijah after Jehoram’s first accession to the 
throne. Of the three hypotheses above mentioned, the first is maintained by Dr. Hales ; the second 
by Dr, Wall ; the third by Pfeiffer, and Bishop Patrick on the authority of Kimchi. There is yet 
another, which I mention as a specimen of the sober judgment exercised in Jewish or Rabbinical 
criticism. The Jews believe that Elijah sent the letter to Jehoram from heaven. In one of their 
books, indeed, it is asserted that Elijah is still engaged in writing a history of the world. — Vide 
Patrick and Lightfoot In loc. ; Pfeiffer, dubia vexata, &c. p. 47E 
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14 behold, with great plague will the Lord smite thy people, A.c. 889. 

15 and thy children, and thy wives, and all thy goods : and thou f 
skalt have great sickness by disease of thy bowels, until thy 
bowels fall out by reason of the sickness day by day. 

2 CHRONICLES XXI. VER. 8, 9? 10. 

8 » In his days the Edomites revolted from under the ^ domi- 888. 

9 nion of Judah, and made themselves a king. Then Jehoram 
went forth with his princes, and all his chariots with him : and ^ 
he rose up by night, and smote the Edomites which compassed 

10 him in, and the captains of the chariots. So the Edomites 
revolted from under the hand of Judah unto this day. The 
same time also did Libnah revolt from under his hand ; because 
he had forsaken the Lord God of his fathers. 


2 CHRONICLES XXI. VER. l6, TO THE END. 

16 Moreover the Lord stirred up against Jehoram the spirit of 8^7. 

the Philistines, and of the Arabians, that tcere near the Ethio- 
I7pians; and they came up into Judah, and brake into it, and 

'carried away all the substance that was found in the king’s inch. cffmvri 
house, and his sons also, and his wives; so that there was never 
a son left him, save ^ Jehoahaz, the youngest of his sons. k or. Aha- 

18 And after all this the Lord smote him in his bowels with an 

19 incurable disease. And it came to pass, that in process of time, ch. xxh. 

after the end of two years, his bowels fell out by reason of his 
sickness: so he died of sore diseases. And his people made no 

20 burning for him, like the burning of his fathers. Thirty and 885. 
two years old was he when he began to reign, and he reigned 

in Jerusalem eight years, and departed ' without being desired. 

Howbeit they buried him in the city of David, but not in the 
sepulchres of the kings. 


2 KINGS VlII. VER. 23, 24. 

23 And the rest of the acts of Joram, and all that he did, are 
they not written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of 

24 Judah ? And Joram slept with his fathers, and was buried with 
his fathers in the city of David : and Ahaziah his son reigned 

in his stead. n Called Axa 

riah, 

2 KINGS VIII. VER. 17 — 22. 

17 Thirty and two years old was he when he bej?an to reign ; and he reigned eight 

18 years in Jerusalem. And he walked in the way of the kings of Israel, as did the 
house of Ahab ; for the daughter of Ahab was his wife : and he did evil in the sight 

19 of the Lord. Yet the Lord would not destroy Judah for David his servant’s sake, 

® as he promised him to give him alway a P light, and to his children. Sam. vii. 

20 In his days Edom revolted from under the hand of Judah, and made a king over candle, 

21 themselvesr So Joram went over to Zair, and all the chariots with him ; and he or, lamp. 
arose by night, and smote the Edomites which compassed him about, and tlie cap- 

22 tains of the chariots : and the people fled into their tents. <1 Yet Edom revolted q And so 

from under the hand of Judah unto this day. Then Libnah revolted at the same fulfilled, Gen. 
tin»e. xxvii. 40. 
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PART V. 

PORTION 11. 

Events in the Kingdom of Israel^ contemporary with the Reign of 
Jehoram^ King of Judah, 

Continuation of the Reign of Jehoram^ King of Israel, 

Siege of Samaria — The Famine and sudden Deliverance, 

2 KINGS VI. VER. 24, TO THE END. 

A.c. 087. And it came to pass after this, that Ben-hadad king of Syria 24 
' ' * gathered all his host, and went up, and besieged Samaria. 

And there was a great famine in Samaria : and, behold, they 25 
besieged it, until an ass’s head was sold for four-score pieces of 
silver, and the fourth part of a cab of dove’s dung for five pieces 
of silver. And as the king of Israel was passing by upon the 26 
wall, there cried a woman unto him, saying. Help, my lord, O 
king. And he said, ^If the Lord do not help thee, whence 27 
iave thee. shall I help thee ? out of the barnfloor, or out of the wine- 
press ? And the king said unto her. What aileth thee ? And 28 

she answered, This woman said unto me. Give thy son, that we 
may eat him to day, and we will eat my son to morrow. So 29 

xxviR'53. ^ boiled my son, and did eat him : and I said unto her on 

cHeb. the ® next day, Give thy son, that we may eat him: and she 
hath hid her son. 

And it came to pass, when the king heard the words of the 30 
woman, that he rent his clothes ; and he passed by upon the 
wall, mid the people looked, and, behold, he had sackcloth 
within upon his flesh. Then he said, God do so and more also 31 
to me, if the head of Elisha the son of Shaphat shall stand on 
him this day. But Elisha sat in his house, and the elders sat 32 
with him ; and the king sent a man from before him : but ere 
tlie messenger came to him, he said to the elders. See ye how 
this son of a murderer hath sent to take away mine head ? look, 
when the messenger cometh, shut the door, and hold him fast 
at the door ; is not the sound of his master’s feet behind him ? 
And while he yet talked with them, behold, the messenger 33 
came down unto him : and he said. Behold, this evil is of the 
Lord; what should I wait for the Lord any longer? 

2 KINGS VII. 

Then Elisha said, Hear ye the word of the Lord ; Thus 1 
saith the Lord, To morrow about this time shall a measure of 
fine flour be sold for a shekel, and two measures of barley for a 
shekel, in the gate of Samaria. Then ^ a lord on whose hand 2 
e^to theung the king leaned answered the man of God, and said, Behold, 
if the Lord w^ould make windows in heaven, might this thing 
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be ? And he said, Behold, thou shalt see it with thine eyes, ^^7- 
but shalt not eat thereof. ' ' 

3 And there were four leprous men at the entering in of the 
gate : and they said one to another. Why sit we here until we 

4 die ? If we say, we will enter into the city, then the famine 
is in the city, and we shall die there : and if we sit still here, 
we die also. Now therefore come, and let us fall unto the host 
of the Syrians : if they save us alive, we shall live ; and if 

5 they kill us, we shall but die. And they rose up in the twi- 
light, to go unto the camp of the Syrians : and when they 
were come to the uttermost part of the camp of Syria, behold, 

6 there was no man there. For the Lord had made the host of 
the Syrians to hear a noise of chariots, and a noise of horses, 
even the noise of a great host : and they said one to another, 

Lo, the king of Israel hath hired against us the kings of the 
Hittites, and the kings of the Egyptians, to come upon us. 

7 Wherefore they arose and fled in the twilight, and left their 
tents, and their horses, and their asses, even the camp as it was, 

8 and fled for their life. And when these lepers came to the 
uttermost part of the camp, they went into one tent, and did 
eat and drink, and carried thence silver, and gold, and raiment, 
and went and hid it ; and came again, and entered into another 

9 tent, and carried thence also, and went and hid it Then they 
said one to another. We do not well: this day is a day of good 
tidings, and we hold our peace : if we tarry till the morning light, 

® some mischief will come upon us : now therefore come, that e ueb. we 

10 we may go and tell the king’s houshold. So they came and punuhment. 
called unto the porter of the city : and they told them, saying. 

We came to the camp of the Syrians, and, behold, there was 
no man there, neither voice of man, but horses tied, and asses 

11 tied, and the tents as they were. And he called the porters; 
and they told it to the king’s house within. 

12 And the king arose in the night, and said unto his servants, 

I will now shew you what the Syrians have done to us. They 
know that we be hungry ; therefore are they gone out of the 
camp to hide themselves in the field, saying, When they come 
out of the city, we shall catch them alive, and get into the city. 

13 And one of his servants answered and said, Let some take, I 

pray thee, five of the horses that remain, which are left ^in the fHeb. i««<. 
city, (behold, they are as all the multitude of Israel that are 
left in it : behold, I say, they are even as all the multitude of 
the Israelites that are consumed:) and let us send and see. 

14 They took therefore two chariot horses : and the king sent 

15 after the host of the Syrians, saying, Go and see. And they 
went after them unto Jordan : and, lo, all the way was full of 

f arments and vessels, which the Syrians had cast away in their 
aste. And the messengers returned, and told the king. And 
the people went out, and spoiled the tents of the Syrians. 
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A.c. 887. So a measure of fine flour was sold for a shekel, and two mea- 
sures of barley for a shekel, according to the word of the 
Lord. 

And the king appointed the lord on whose hand he leaned to 17 
have the charge of the gate : and the people trode upon him 
in the gate, and he died, as the man of God had said, w'ho 
spake when the king came down to him. And it came to pass 18 
as the man of God had spoken to the king, saying, Two mea- 
sures of barley for a shekel, and a measure of fine flour for a 
shekel, shall be to morrow about this time in the gate of Sa- 
maria; and that lord answered the man of God, and said. Now, 10 
behold, if the Lord should make windows in heaven, might 
such a thing be ? And he said, Behold, thou shalt see it with 
thine eyes, but shalt not eat thereof. And so it fell out unto 20 
him ; for the people trode upon him in the gate, and he died. 

2 KINGS VIII. VER. 1 — 6. 

885. Then spake Elisha unto the woman, ^ whose son be had 1 
gch. iv. 35 . restored to life, saying, Arise, and go thou and thine houshold, 
and sojourn wheresoever thou canst sojourn : for the Lord 
hath called for a famine ; and it shall also come upon the land 
seven years. And the woman arose, and did after the saying 2 
of the man of God ; and she went with her houshold, and so- 
journed in the land of the Philistines seven years. And it 3 
came to pass at the seven years’ end, that the woman returned 
out of the land of the Philistines : and she went forth to cry 
unto the king for her house and for her land. And the king 4 
talked with Gehazi the servant of the man of God, saying. 
Tell me, I pray thee, all the great things that Elisha hath 
done. And it came to pass, as he was telling the king how he 5 
had restored a dead body to life, that, behold, the woman, 
whose son he had restored to life, cried to the king for her 
house and for her land. And Gehazi said. My lord, O king, 
this is the woman, and this is her son, whom Elisha restored to 
life. And when the king asked the woman, she told him. So 6 
h Or, eunueA. the king appointed unto her a certain ^officer, saying, Restore 
all that zvas her’s, and all the fruits of the field since the day 
that she left the land, even until now. 

PART VI. 

PORTION I. 

Reign of Ahaziah, King of Judah^ 1 year— from 885 to 884. 

2 KINGS VIII. VER. 25. 

In the twelfth year” of Joram the son of Ahab king of 25 


In 2 Kings viii. 26. we read that, in the “ twelfth year” of Joram, Ahaziah began to reign ; 
and in 2 Kings ix. 29. that it was in the “ eleventh year.” The commencement of Ahaziah’s reign 
is computed in the first passage from the year when Joram assumed the reins of government, in the 
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Israel did Ahaziah the son of Jelioram king of Judah begin to A.c. 885. 
reign. ^ 

2 CHRONICLES XXII. VER. 1 — 7* 

1 And the inhabitants of Jerusalem made ^ Ahaziah his youngest a 2 kiu. via. 
son king in his stead : for the band of men that came with the n* 
Arabians to the camp had slain all the eldest. So Ahaziah the 

2 son of Jehoram king of Judah reigned. Forty and two years 
old was Ahaziah wnen he began to reign, and he reigned one 

year in Jerusalem. His mother's name also was ^ Athaliah the bch. xxi e. 

3 daughter of Omri. He also walked in the ways of the house 
of Ahab : for his mother was his counsellor to do wickedly. 

4 Wherefore he did evil in the sight of the Lord like the house 
of Ahab : for they were his counsellors after the death of his 
father to his destruction. 

5 He w^alked also after their counsel, and went with Jehoram the 
son of Ahab king of Israel to war against Hazael king of Syria 

6 at Ramoth-gilead : and the Syrians smote Joram. And he re- 884. 
turned to be healed in Jezreel because of the wounds ® which 

were given him at Ramah, when he fought with Hazael king of wounded him. 
Syria. And ^ Azariah the son of Jehoram king of Judah went cSie^AhT 
down to see Jehoram the son of Ahab at Jezreel, because ="*"*?*; 

7 he was sick. And the destruction of Ahaziah was of God ch. xxi 17 . 
by coming to Joram : for when he was come, he went out with 
Jehoram against Jehu the son of Nimshi, whom the Lord had 
anointed to cut off the house of Ahab. 

2 KINGS IX. PART OF VER 27- 

27 But when Ahaziah the king of Judah saw this he fled by 
the way of the garden house. 

— — — 7 — 

last year of his father’s life ; in the second passage it is dated from his father’s death. — Vide Light- 
foot’s Prolegomena to the Harmony of the Evangelists; Works, vol. i. p. 388. 

In 2 Chronicles xxii. 2. we read, Ahaziah was forty-two years old when he began to reign ; 
and in 2 Kings viii, 26. we read, he was twenty-two years old at that time. This difficulty is solved, 
by reading with the Septuagint, Syriac, and Arabic versions, “twenty-two” instead of “ forty- two ” 
in the first passage ; or by supposing, with Lightfoot, that the author of the book of Chronicles com- 
puted from the accession of the house of Omri, his mother’s name being Athaliah the daughter of 
Omri. The original properly signifies, ** Ahaziah was the son of the two and forty years,” namely, 
of the house of Omri. A similar mode of reckoning occurs in 2 Kings xxiv, 8 compared with 
2 Chronicles xxxvi. 9. — Vide Lightfoot in loc. ; Hales’s Anal. vol. ii. p. 428. 

This passage refers to the death of Joram, who was slain when he went out to meet Jehu 
accompanied by Ahaziah, 2 Kings ix. 23. The abruptness of this division is unavoidable, as the 
death of Ahaziah is related by the inspired writers in intimate connexion with that of Joram ; but in 
this Arrangement it was absolutely necessary to separate them, that the account of Ahaziah’s death 
might be given with his life and reign. 

The circumstances attending on the death of this king, as they are related in 2 Chronicles xxii. 
8, 9. seem at first sight to differ materially from those mentioned in 2 Kings ix. 27, 28. In the 
former passage we read, that Ahaziah, after making his escape from Jezreel, was brought to Jehu 
in Samaria, and when they had slain him they buried him. From which it might be inferred, that 
Jehu had commanded that Ahaziah should be slain in Samaria. In the latter passage we, on the 
contrary, read, that he was mortally wounded at Gur, near Ibleam, while Jehu was following him. 
Notwithstanding these apparent contradictions, the two accounts, I think, may be reconciled, by 
observing the order of the events, as shewn in the book of Chronicles. 

The chief cause of the apparent inconsistency lies in the expression (2 Chron. xxii. 9.) “ they 
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2 CHRONICLES XXII. VER. 8, AND PART OF VER. Q. 

And it came to pass, that, when Jehu was executing judg- 8 
ment upon the house of Ahab, and found the princes of Judah, 
and the sons of the brethren of Ahaziah, that ministered to 
Ahaziah, he slew them. ® And he sought Ahaziah : and they 9 
caught him, (for he was hid in Samaria,) and brought him to 
Jehu. 

2 KINGS IX. PART OF VER. 27, AND VER. 28. 

And Jehu followed after him, and said, Smite him also in the 27 
chariot. Ajid they did so at the going up to Gur, which is by 
fintheking- Iblcam. And he fled to ^Megiddo, and died there. And his 28 
servants carried him in a chariot to Jerusalem, and buried him 
xxii.9. jjj ijjg supulchre with his fathers in the city of David. 

2 CHRONICLES XXII. PART OF VER. 9. 

And when they had slain him, they buried him : Because, 9 
said they, he is the son of Jehoshaphat, who sought the Lord 
with all his heart. So the house of Ahaziah had no power to 
keep still the kingdom. 

2 KINGS IX. VER. 29 . 

gan to reign And in the eleventh year of Joram the son of Ahab began 29 
his^FathtVin ^ Ahaziah to reign over Judah. 

2 Chr. xxi. ’ 2 KINGS VIII. VER. 26, TO THE END. 

JoVani’s 12th Two and twenty years old was Ahaziah when he began to reign ; and he reigned 26 

Yearhe began one year in Jerusalem. And his mother’s name was Athaliah, the h daughter of 
ch^ vfii *25"^’ Omri king of Israel. And he walked in the way of the house of Ahab, and did evil 27 

h bx^^rand- LoRD, as did the house of Ahab : for he was the son in law of 

daughter. the house of Ahab. 

\Re^. where- And he went with Joram the son of Ahab to the war against Hazael king of 28 
^iati8^ad^~ Syria in Ramoth-gilead ; and the Syrians wounded Joram. And king Joram went 2.9 
wounded. back to be healed in Jezreel of the wounds ^ which the Syrians had given him at 


A.C. 884. 


e 2 Kin. ix. 
27, at Megid- 
do, in the 
kingdom of 
Samaria. 


brought him to Jehu from which phrase it would appear, that Ahaziah was actually made a 
prisoner, and as such brought to Jehu. But the word in the original, nnKi', though it signifies 
“ brought,” as our translators have rendered it, may have a wider signification, and may be thus 
translated, “ They caused him to be seen by Jehu.;” Ahaziah was pointed out, or made to appear, 
or caused to be seen by Jehu, when he fled from Samaria ; who immediately upon seeing him, 
issued the order to his soldiers, “ smite him also in the chariot.” 

By interpreting the phrase in question in this manner, we solve the whole difliculty. Ahaziah, 
after the death of Joram, made his escape to Samaria; to which place he is followed (after Jehu had 
destroyed Ahab’s brethren and children, as well as Ahaziah’s kindred,) by Jehu and his soldiers. 
On their arrival at Samaria, they search for, and discover, the retreat of Ahaziah ; who, on perceiv- 
ing that his hiding place was known, again attempted to make his escape. In so doing, Jeliu sees 
him, and immediately gives the order, ” smite him also in the chariot,” (as Joram was smitten) ; 
and they did so at the going up to Gur, which is by Ibleam, where Ahaziah was overtaken. After 
the soldiers of Jehu had mortally wounded him, his charioteer escaped with him to Megiddo, where 
he died. 

On consulting the map of the tribe of Manasseh, in which these events took place, it will be found 
that they might all have occurred within the space of two days. Joram was killed at Jezreel, from 
which place Samaria was ten miles distant ; from Samaria to Gur, not quite eight ; from Gur to 
Ibleam, twelve more; and Ibleam was less than four miles from Megiddo. — Vide the map of the 
tribe of Ephraim, in Heming’s Scripture Atlas. 
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^ Ramah, when he fought against Hazael king of Syria. And Ahaziah the son of A.C. 884. 
Jehoram king of Judah went down to see Joram the son of Ahab in Jezreel, because 


PART VI. 


PORTION II. 


k Called, Ra- 
moth, ver. 28. 

1 Heb. 
wounded. 


Events in the kingdom of Israel^ contemporary with the reign 
of Ahaziah, 

Reign of Jehoram king of Israel concluded. 

§ 1 . Conspiracy of Hazael. 

2 KINGS VIII. VER. 7 — 15. 

7 And Elisha came to Damascus ; and Ben-hadad the king of 
Syria was sick ; and it was told him, saying, The man of God 

8 is come hither. And the king said unto Hazael, Take a pres- 
ent in thine hand, and go, meet the man of God, and enquire 

9 of the Lord by him, saying, Shall I recover of this disease ? So 
Hazael went to meet him, and took a present ^ with him, even 
of every good thing of Damascus, forty camels’ burden, and 
came and stood before him, and said. Thy son Ben-hadad king of 
Syria hath sent me to thee, saying. Shall I recover of this disease ? 

10 And Elisha said unto him, Go, say unto him. Thou mayest 
certainly recover: howbeit the Lord hath shewed me that he 

11 shall surely die And he settled his countenance ^stedfastly, bHeb.awrf 

12 until he was ashamed : and the man of God wept. And Hazael 
said, Why weepeth my lord? And he answered, Because I 
know the evil that thou wilt do unto the children of Israel : 
their strong holds wilt thou set on lire, and their young men 
wilt thou slay with the sword, and wilt dash their children, 

13 and rip up their women with child. And Hazael said, But 
what, is thy servant a dog, that he should do this great thing ? 

And Elisha answered. The Lord hath shewed me that thou 

14 shalt be king over Syria. So he departed from Elisha, and 
came to his master; who said to him. What said Elisha to 
thee? And he answered, He told me that thou shouldest 

15 surely recover. And it came to pass on the morrow, that 
he took a thick cloth, and dipped it in water, and spread 
it on his face, so that he died : and Hazael reigned in his 
stead. 


§ 2. Conspiracy of Jeku, 

2 KINGS IX. VER. 1 FORMER PART OF VER. 14. 

1 And Elisha the prophet called one of the children of the 884. 
prophets, and said unto him, Gird up thy loins, and take this 


This passage has been much misunderstood. The most probable meaning seems to be, Tell 
the king that his disease is not mortal, and therefore he might recover from it.” The prophet, 
however, who foresaw that Hazael would murder the king, adds in a reproachful and significant 
manner, “howbeit the Lord hath shewed me he shall surely die Intimating, by these words, “ The 
king will die ; but he would have recovered, had he not been prevented by your violence and 
treachery.” 
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A.C. 884. 


a Heb. cham~ 
ber in a 
chamber. 
b 1 Kin. xix. 
16. 


c 1 Kin. xviii. 
4. & xxi. 15. 
d 1 Kin. xiv. 
10. & xxi. 21. 


e 1 Kin. xiv. 
10. & xxi. 22. 
flKin. xvi.3. 


g Heb. reign‘ 
eth. 


ft cl', viii. 29. 
b Heb. Jeho- 
ram. 

c Heb.mo/tf. 
d Heb. let no 
€*caper</o, ^c. 


box of oil in thine hand, and go to Ramoth-gilead : and when 2 
thou comest thither, look out there Jehu the son of Jehoshaphat 
the son of Nimshi, and go in, and make him arise up from 
among his brethren, and carry him to an ^ inner chamber ; then 3 
^ take the box of oil, and pour it on his head, and say, Thus 
saith the Lord, I have anointed thee king over Israel. Then 
open the door, and flee, and tarry not. 

So the young man, even the young man the prophet, went 4 
to Ramoth-gilead. And when he came, behold, the captains 5 
of the host were sitting; and he said, I have an errand to thee, 

O captain. And Jehu said, Unto which of all us ? And he said. 
To thee, O captain. And he arose, and went into the house ; 6 
and he poured the oil on his head, and said unto him. Thus 
saith the Lord God of Israel, I have anointed thee king over 
the people of the Lord, even over Israel. And thou shalt 7 
smite the house of Ahab thy master, that I may avenge the 
blood of my servants the prophets, and the blood of all the 
servants of the Lord, ® at the hand of Jezebel. For the whole 8 
house of Ahab shall perish : and ^ I will cut off* from Ahab him 
that pisseth against the wall, and him that is shut up and left 
in Israel : and I will make the house of Ahab like the house of o 
® Jeroboam the son of Nebat, and like the house of ^ Baasha the 
son of Ahijah: and the dogs shall eat Jezebel in the portion of lo 
Jezreel, and there shall be none to bury her. And he opened 
the door, and fled. 

Then Jehu came forth to the servants of his lord ; and one ii 
said unto him. Is all well ? wherefore came this mad fellow to 
thee ? And he said unto them. Ye know the man, and his com- 
munication. And they said, It is false ; tell us now. And he 12 
said. Thus and thus spake he to me, saying. Thus saith the 
Lord, I have anointed thee king over Israel. Then they hasted, 13 
and took every man his garment, and put it under him on the 
top of the stairs, and blew with trumpets, saying, Jehu « is king. 

So Jehu the son of Jehoshaphat the son of Nimshi conspired 14 
against Joram. 

§ 3 . Death of Jehoram. 

2 KINGS IX. PART OF VER. 14—26. 

(Now Joram had kept Ramoth-gilead, he and all Israel, 14 
because of Hazael king of Syria. But ^king ^ Joram was re- 15 
turned to be healed in Jezreel of the wounds which the Syrians 
®had given him, when he fought with Hazael king of Syria.) 
And Jehu said. If it be your minds, then ^ let none go forth 
nor escape out of the city to go to tell it in Jezreel. So Jehu 16 
rode in a chariot, and went to Jezreel ; for Joram lay there. 
And Ahaziah king of Judah was come down to see Joram. 

And there stood a watchman on the tower in Jezreel, and he 17 
spied the company of Jehu as he came, and said, I see a com- 
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pany. And Joram said. Take an horseman, and send to meet 

18 them, and let him say, Is it peace? So there went one on' ^ 

horseback to meet him, and said. Thus saith the king. Is it 
peace ? And Jehu said. What hast thou to do with peace? turn 
thee behind me. And the watchman told, saying. The mes- 

iQsenger came to them, but he cometh not again. Then he sent 
out a second on horseback, which came to them, and said. 

Thus saith the king, Is it peace ? And Jehu answered, What 

20 hast thou to do with peace ? turn thee behind me. And the 
watchman told, saying. He came even unto them, and cometh 

not again : and the ® driving is like the driving of Jehu the son ® march- 

21 of Nimshi ; for he driveth ^furiously. And Joram said, ® Make fHeb.m 
ready. And his chariot was made ready. And Joram king of gueb! Bind. 
Israel and Ahaziah king of Judah went out, each in his chariot, 

and they went out against Jehu, and met him in the portion 

22 of Naboth the Jezreelite. And it came to pass, when Joram 
saw Jehu, that he said, Is it peace, Jehu? And he answered. 

What peace, so long as the whoredoms of thy mother Jezebel 

23 and her witchcrafts are so many ? And Joram turned his hands, 
and fled, and said to Ahaziah, There is treachery, O Ahaziah. 

24 And Jehu ^ drew a bow with his full strength, and smote Jeho- 
ram between his arms, and the arrow went out at his heart, a bow. 

25 and he ^ sunk down in his chariot. Then said Jehu to Bidkar his ^ Heb.ftourerf. 
captain, Take up, and cast him in the portion of the field of Na- 
both the Jezreelite ; for remember how that, when I and thou rode 
together after Ahab his father, ^ the Lord laid this burden upon y 

26 him ; Surely I have seen yesterday the blood of Naboth, and m Heb. 
the blood of his sons, saith the Lord; and I will requite thee 

in this” plat, saith the Lord. Now therefore take and port ion. 

him into the plat of ground^ according to the word of the Lord. 

§ 4. Reign of Jehu ; Death of Jezehel. 

2 KINGS IX. VER. 30, TO THE END. 

30 And when Jehu was come to Jezreel, Jezebel heard of it ; 
and ^she painted her face, and tired her head, and looked out 

31 at a window. And as Jehu entered in at the gate, she said. Had painting. 

32 Zimri peace, who slew his master? And he lifted up his face 
to the window, and said, Who is on my side ? who ? And there 

33 looked out to him two or three '’eunuchs. And he said. Throw 
her down. So they threw her down ; and some of her blood 
was sprinkled on the wall, and on the horses : and he trode her 

34 under foot. And when he was come in, he did eat and drink, 
and said, Go, see now this cursed woman^ and bury her : for she 

35 is a king’s daughter. And they went to bury her ; but they 
found no more of her than the skull, and the feet, and the palms 

36 of her hands. Wherefore they came again, and told him. 

And he said, This is the word of the Lord, which he spake c Heb. 

by his servant Elijah the Tishbite, saying, ^ In the portion of xxi 

37 Jezreel shall dogs eat the flesh of Jezebel : and the carcase of 23 . 
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A.c. 884. Jezebel shall be as dung upon the face of the field in the portion 
of Jezreel ; so that they shall not say, This is Jezebel. 

§ 5 . Death of Ahah's sons, 

2 KINGS X. 1 — 11. 

And Ahab had seventy sons in Samaria. And Jehu wrote i 
letters, and sent to Samaria, unto the rulers of Jezreel, to the 
rww”''** elders, and to ®them that brought up Ahab’s children^ saying. 

Now as soon as this letter cometh to you, seeing your master^s 2 
sons are with you, and there are with you chariots and horses, 
a fenced city also, and armour; look even out the best and 3 
meetest of your master’s sons, and set him on his father’s throne, 
and fight for your master’s house. But they were exceedingly 4 
afraid, and said, Behold, two kings stood not before him : how 
then shall we stand ? And he that was over the house, and he 5 
that was over the city, the elders also, and the bringers up of 
the children^ sent to Jehu, saying, We are thy servants, and will 
do all that thou shalt bid us ; we will not make any king : do 
thou that which is good in thine eyes. Then he wrote a letter 6 
bHeb. /ormtf. gecond time to them, saying, If ye mine, and if ye will 

hearken unto my voice, take ye the heads of the men your 
master’s sons, and come to me to Jezreel by to morrow this 
time. Now the king’s sons, being seventy persons, were with 
the great men of the city, which brought them up. And it 7 
came to pass, when the letter came to them, that they took the 
king’s sons, and slew seventy persons, and put their heads in 
baskets, and sent him them to Jezreel. 

And there came a messenger, and told him, saying. They 8 
have brought the heads of the king’s sons. And he said, Lay 
ye them in two heaps at the entering in of the gate until the 
morning. And it came to pass in the morning, that he went 9 
out, and stood, and said to all the people, Ye be righteous: be- 
hold, I con^ired against my master, and slew him : out who slew 
all these? Know now that there shall fall unto the earth nothing 10 
of the word of the Lord, which the Lord spak^ concerning the 
house of Ahab : for the Lord hath done that which he spake 
MKin. xxi. c d jjy j^jg Jehu slew all that remained of 11 

the house of Ahab in Jezreel, and all his great men, and his 
e or,ac- « kinsfolks, and his priests, until he left him none remaining. 

quaintance, ^ ® 

§ 6. Death of Ahaziah* s kindred, 

2 KINGS X. VER. 12, 13, 14. 

And he arose and departed, and came to Samaria. And as 12 
“shearing house in the way, Jehu '’met with 13 
bindZg'^' the brethren of Ahaziah king of Judah, and said. Who are ye? 

found, And they answered, We are the brethren of Ahaziah ; and we 
p^e'of°^ go down ® to salute the children of the king and the children of 
the queen. And he said, Take them alive. And they took 14 
them alive, and slew them at the pit of the shearing house, even • 
tws) and forty men ; neither left he any of them. 
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§ 7. Death of BaaVs Priests, 

2 KINGS X. VER. 15 — 28. 

15 And when he was departed thence, he ^lighted on Jehonadab a.c. 884. 
the son of Rechab coming to meet him : and he ^ saluted him, 

and said to him. Is thine heart right, as my heart is with thy bHeb.^^wed. 
heart ? And Jehonadab answered. It is. If it be, ^ive me thine 
hand. And he gave him his hand ; and he took him up to him 

16 into the chariot. And he said, Come with me, and see my zeal 

17 for the Lord. So they made him ride in his chariot. And 
when he came to Samaria, he slew all that remained unto Ahab 
in Samaria, till he had destroyed him, according to the saying 
of the Lord, which he spake to Elijah. 

18 And Jehu gathered all the people together, and said unto 
them, Ahab served Baal a little ; but Jehu shall serve him much. 

19 Now therefore call unto me all the prophets of Baal, all his 
servants, and all his priests ; let none be wanting ; for I have 
a great sacrifice to do to Baal; whosoever shall be wanting, he 
shall not live. But Jehu did it in subtilty, to the intent that 
he might destroy the worshippers of Baal. And Jehu said, 

20 ® Proclaim a solemn assembly for Baal. And they proclaimed c Heb. sanc- 

21 it. And Jehu sent through all Israel : and all the worshippers 
of Baal came, so that there was not a man left that came not. 

And they came into the house of Baal ; and the house of Baal 

22 was ^ full from one end to another. And he said unto him d or, so /«//. 
that teas over the vestry. Bring forth vestments for all the 8 ?ooVto »«//4 
worshippers of Baal. And he brought them forth vestments. ^ 

23 And Jehu went, and Jehonadab the son of Rechab, into the 
house of Baal, and said unto the worshippers of Baal, Search, 
and look that there be here with you none of the servants of the 

24 Lord, but the worshippers of Baal only. And when they went 
in to offer sacrifices and burnt offerings, Jehu appointed fourscore 
men without, and said. If my of the men whom I have brought 
into your hands escape, he that letteth him go^ his life shall be 

25 for the life of him. And it came to pass, as soon as he had 
made an end of offering the burnt offering, that Jehu said to 
the guard and to the captains. Go in, and slay them ; let none 

come forth. And they smote them ® with the edge of the sword ; e Heb. the 
and the guard and the captains cast them out, and went to the 

26 city of the house of Baal. And they brought forth the ^images f Heb. i<a 

27 out of the house of Baal, and burned them. And they brake 
down the image of Baal, and brake down the house of Baal, 

28 and made it a draught house unto this day. Thus Jehu de- 
stroyed Baal out of Israel. 
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Reign of Athaliah^ 6 years— from 884 to 878. 

2 CHRONICLES XXII. VER. 10, 11, 12. 

A.c. 884. » But when Athaliah the mother of Ahaziah saw that her son lo 

was dead, she arose and destroyed all the seed royal of the 
b 2 ^Kin xi 2 Judah. But Jehoshabeath, the daughter of then 

jekosheba. ’ king, took JoRsh the son of Ahaziah, and stole him from among 
the king's sons that were slain, and put him and his nurse in a 
bedchamber. So Jehoshabeath, the daughter of king Jehoram, 
the wife of Jehoiada the priest, (for she w^as the sister of Aha- 
ziah,) hid him from Athaliah, so that she slew him not. And 12 
he was with them hid in the house of God six years; and 
Athaliah reigned over the land. 

2 CHRONICLES XXIV. VER. 7 — 11. 

For the sons of Athaliah, that wicked woman, had broken up 7 
the house of God ; and also all the dedicated things of the house 
of the Lord did they bestow upon Baalim. And at the king's 8 
commandment they made a chest, and set it without at the 
ciieb.atJoictf. gate of the house of the Lord. And they made ® a proclama- 9 
tion through Judah and Jerusalem, to bring in to the Lord the 
collection that Moses the servant of God laid upon Israel in 
the wilderness. And all the princes and all the people rejoiced, 10 
and brought in, and cast into the chest, until they had made an 
end. Now it came to pass, that at what time the chest w^asll 
brought unto the king's office by the hand of the Levites, and 
when they saw that there was much money, the king’s scribe 
and the high priest's officer came and emptied the chest, and 
took it, and carried it to his place again. Thus they did day 
by day, and gathered money in abundance. 

2 CHRONICLES XXIII. VER. 1 — 15. 

And ^ in the seventh year Jehoiada strengthened himself, i 
and took the captains of hundreds, Azariah the son of Jeroham, 
and Ishmael the son of Jehohanan, and Azariah the son of 
Obed, and Maaseiah the son of Adaiah, and Elishaphat the son 
of Zichri, into covenant with him. And they went about in 2 
Judah, and gathered the Levites out of all the cities of Judah, 
and the chief of the fathers of Israel, and they came to Jerusa- 
lem. And all the congregation made a covenant with the king 3 
in^ the house of God. And he said unto them, Behold, the 
king's son shall reign, as the Lord hath ® said of the sons of 
David. This is the thing that ye shall do ; A third part of you 4 
entering on the sabbath, of the priests and of the Levites, shall 
be porters of the ^ doors ; and a third part shall be at the king's 5 


87a. 

d 2 Kin. xi. 
4, i’c. 


e 2 Sam. vii. 
12. 1 Kin. ii. 

4 & ix. 5. ch. 
Vi. 16. & vii. 
18. 

f Heb. 
ikretholds. 
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house; and a third part at the gate of the foundation: and all A.c. B78. 
the people shall he in the courts of the house of the Lord. ' ^ ^ 

6 But let none come into the house of the Lord, save the priests, 
and they that minister of the Levites; they shall go in, for they 
are holy : but all the people shall keep the watch of the Lord. 

7 And the Levites shall compass the king round about, every 
man with his weapons in his hand ; and whosoever else cometh 
into the house, he shall be put to death : but be ye with the 

8 king when he cometh in, and when he goeth out. So the 
Levites and all Judah did according to all things that Jehoiada 
the priest had commanded, and took every man his men that 
w ere to come in on the sabbath, with them that were to go out 
on the sabbath: for Jehoiada the priest dismissed not the 

9 courses. Moreover Jehoiada the priest delivered to the cap- 
tains of hundreds spears, and bucklers, and shields, that had 


\Qheen king David’s, which were in the house of God. And he 
set all nie people, every man having his weapon in his hand, 


from the right ^ side of the ^temple to the left side of the gHeb.*Ao«/- 
temple, along by the altar and the temple, by the king round h^ueb. }^u»e. 

1 1 about. Then they brought out the king’s son, and put upon 

him the crown, and '^gave him the testimony, and made him iDeut. xvii. 
king. And Jehoiada and his sons anointed him, and said, 

^ God save the king. 

12 Now when Athaliah heard the noise of the people running ^ 
and praising the king, she came to the people into the house of 

13 the Lord: and she looked, and, behold, the king stood at his 
pillar at the entering in, and the princes and the trumpets by 
the king : and all the people of the land rejoiced, and sounded 
with trumpets, also the singers with instruments of musick, and 
such as taught to sing praise. Then Athaliah rent her clothes, 

14 and said, ^Treason, Treason. Then Jehoiada the priest i neb con 
brought out the captains of hundreds that were set over the 
liost, and said unto them, Have her forth of the ranges : and 
whoso folio we th her, let him be slain with the sword. For the 


15 priest said, Slay her not in the house of the Lord. So they 
laid hands on her ; and when she was come to the entering of 
the horse gate by the king’s house, they slew her there. 


2 KINGS XI. VER. 1 — 16. 


1 And when “i Athaliah the mother of Ahaziah saw that her son was dead, she m2 Clir. 

2 arose and destroyed all the seed royal. But ® Jehosheba, the daughter of king 

Joram, sister of Ahaziah, took P Joash the son of Ahaziah, and stole him from among kingdom. 
the king’s sons which were slain ; and they hid him, even him and his nurse, in the o 2 Chr. xxii. 

3 bedchamber from Athaliah, so that he was not slain. And he was with her hid in J^hosha- 

the house of the Lord six years. And Athaliah did reign over the land. ^^, Jehoash. 

4 1 And the seventh year Jehoiada sent and fetched the rulers over hundreds, with q 2 Chr. 
the captains and the guard, and brought them to him into the house of the Lord, xxiii. 1, &c. 
and made a covenant with them, and took an oath of them in the house of the Lord, 

5 and shewed them the king’s son. And he commanded them, saying, This is the 
thing that ye shall do ; A third part of you that enter in on the sabbath shall even 

6 be keepers of the watch of the king's house ; and a third part shall be at the gate 

5 
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A.C. 878. of Sur ; and a third part at the gate behind the guard : so shall ye keep the watch of 

' the house, ^ that it be not broken down. And two parts of all you that go forth 7 

\reaHngup, sabbath, even they shall keep the watch of the house of the Lord about the 

8 Or, com- king. And ye shall compass the king round about, every man with his weapons 8 

paniet. in his hand : and he that cometh within the ranges, let him be slain : and be ye 

t Heb. Aandf. jjg goeth out and as he cometh in. And the captains over the 9 

hundreds did according to all things that Jehoiada the priest commanded : and they 

took every man his men that were to come in on the sabbath, with them that 
should go out on the sabbath, and came to Jehoiada the priest. And to the cap- 10 
tains over hundreds did the priest give king David’s spears and shields, that were 
in the temple of the Lord. And the guard stood, every man with his weapons in 11 
u Heb. thoul- his hand, round about the king, from the right corner of the temple to the left 

corner of the temple, along by the altar and the temple. And he brought forth the 12 

king’s son, and put the crown upon him, and gave him the testimony ; and they 
X Heb. Let made him king, and anointed him; and they clapped their hands, and said, ^ God 
the king live, gave the king. 

And when Athaliah heard the noise of the guard and of the people, she came to 13 
the people into the temple of the Lord. And when she looked, behold, the king 14 
stood by a pillar, as the manner M)as, and the princes and the trumpeters by the king, 
and all the people of the land rejoiced, and blew with trumpets: and Athaliah rent 
her clothes, and cried. Treason, Treason. But Jehoiada the priest commanded the 15 
captains of the hundreds, the officers of the host, and said unto them. Have her 
forth without the ranges : and him that followeth her kill with the sword. For the 
priest had said, Let her not be slain in the house of the Lord. And they laid 18 
hands on her ; and she went by the way by the which the horses came into the 
king’s house : and there was she slain. 

PART VII. 

PORTION II. 

Reign of Jehu continued, 

2 KINGS X. VER. 29. 

Howbeit from the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, 29 
who made Israel to sin, Jehu departed not from after them, 
to wit^ the golden calves that were in Beth-el, and that were in 
Dan. 


PART VIII. 

PORTION I. 

Reign of Joash, King of Judah — Forty Years — From 878 to 838. 

§ 1. Early Reign of Joash, 

2 KINGS XI. VER. 21. 

Seven years old was Jehoash when he began to reign. 21 

2 KINGS XII. VER. 1, 2, 3. 

In the seventh year of Jehu ® Jehoash be^n to reign ; and 1 
forty years reigned he in Jerusalem. And ms mother’s name 
was T&biah of Beer-sheba. And Jehoash did that which was 2 
right in the sight of the Lord all his days wherein Jehoiada 
the priest instructed him. But the high places were not taken 3 
away : the people still sacrificed and burnt incense in the high 
places. 
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2 CHRONICLES XXIII. VER. 16, TO THE END. 

16 And Jehoiada made a covenant between him, and between A.c. 878.^ 

all the people, and between the king, that they should be the ' ' ^ 

17 Lord’s people. Then all the people went to the house of 
Baal, and brake it down, and brake his altars and his images in 
pieces, and ^ slew Mattan the priest of Baal before the altars. ^ xm. 

18 Also Jehoiada appointed the offices of the house of the Lord 
by the hand of the priests the Levites, whom David had *^dis- f 
tributed in the house of the Lord, to offer the burnt offerings xxviiii.'2. 
of the Lord, as it is written in the law of Moses, with rejoicing 

19 and with singing, as it was ordained ^ by David. And he set the 
porters at the gates of the house of the Lord, that none which David. 

20 was unclean in any thing should enter in. And he took the 
captains of hundreds, and the nobles, and the governors of the 

E eople, and all the people of the land, and brought down the 
ing from the house of the Lord : and they came through the 
high gate into the king’s house, and set the king upon the 
21 throne of the kingdom. And all the people of the land re- 
joiced : and the city was quiet, after that they had slain Atha- 
liah with the sword. 

2 CHRONICLES XXIV. VER. 3. 

3 And Jehoiada took for him two wives; and he begat sons 
and daughters. 


§ 2. The Temple repaired. 

2 CHRONICLES XXIV. VER. 4, 5. 

4 And it came to pass after this, that Joash was minded ^ to 856. 

5 repair the house of the Lord. And he gathered together the reSw. 
priests and the Levites, and said to them. Go out unto the cities 

of Judah, and gather of all Israel money to repair the house of 
your God from year to year, and see that ye hasten the matter. 

Howbeit the Levites hastened it not. 

2 KINGS XII. VER. 4, 5, 6. 

4 And Jehoash said to the priests. All the money of the 

^ ® dedicated things that is brought into the house of the Lord, c Heb. hon- 
even the money of every one that passeth the account the 
^ money that every man is set at, and all the money that money of the 
® cometh into any man’s heart to bring into the house of the *e^lmaHon. 

5 Lord, let the priests take it to them, every man of his ac- „„ 

quaintance: and let them repair the breaches of the house, 

6 wheresoever any breach shall be found. But it was thatfntZinthe 
^in the three and twentieth year of king Jehoash the priests had 

not repaired the breaches oi the house. 

VOL. II. N 
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2 CHRONICLES XXIV. VER. 6. 

A.c. 86S. And the king called for Jelioiada the chief, and said unto 6 
' * him, Why hast thou not required of the Levites to bring 

in out of Judah and out of Jerusalem tbe collection, accord- 
gEx. xxx. ing to the ^commandment of Moses the servant of tlie Lord, 

’ ’ ■ * and of the congregation of Israel, for the tabernacle of 
witness ? 

2 KINGS XII. VER. 7 — 14. 

Then king Jehoash called for Jelioiada the priest, and the 7 
other priests, and said unto them, Why repair ye not the 
breaches of the house? now therefore receive no more money 
of your acquaintance, but deliver it for the breaches of the 
house. And the priests consented to receive no more money 8 
of the people, neither to repair the breaches of the house. But 9 
Jehoiada the priest took a chest, and bored a hole in the lid of 
it, and set it beside the altar, on the right side as one cometh 
into the house of the Lord: and the priests that kept the 
JAreaAoW ^ door put therein all the money that was brought into the 

house of the Lord. And it was so^ when they saw that there lo 
much money in the chest, that the king’s Ascribe and the 
k Heb. hound high priest came up, and they ^ put up in bags, and told the 

money that was found in the house of the Lord. And they ii 
gave the money, being told, into the hands of them that did 
the work, that had the oversight of the house of the Lord : and 
they ^ laid it out to the carpenters and builders, that wrought 
upon the house of the Lord, and to masons, and hewers of 12 
stone, and to buy timber and hewed stone to repair the 
breaches of the house of the Lord, and for all that ^ was laid 
out for the house to repair it. Howbeit there were not made 13 
for the house of the Lord bowls of silver, snuffers, basons, 
trumpets, any vessels of gold, or vessels of silver, of the money 
that was brought into the house of the Lord : but they gave 14 
that to the workmen, and repaired therewith the house of the 
Lord, 


i Or, secre- 
tary. 


2 CHRONICLES XXIV. VER. 12, 13, 14. 

And the king and Jehoiada gave it to such as did the work 12 
of the service of the house of the Lord, and hired masons and 
carpenters to repair the house of the Lord, and also such as 
wrought iron and brass to mend the house of the Lord. So 13 
n Heb. the the Workmen wrought, and “ the work was perfected by them, 
up upon tbe and they set the house of God in his state, and strengthened it. 
work. when they had finished it^ they brought the rest of the 14 

money before the king and Jehoiada, whereof were made ves- 
sels for the house of the Lord, even vessels to minister, and 
o or, peetiii. o Qffgj. withal^ and spoons, and vessels of gold and silver. 

9 
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And they offered burnt offerings in the house of the Lord con- a.c. 856. 
tinually all the days of Jehoiaaa. ' 

2 KINGS XII. VER. 15, l6. 

15 Moreover they reckoned not with the men, into whose hand 
they delivered the money to be bestowed on workmen : for 

16 they dealt faithfully. The trespass money and sin money was 
not brought into the house of the Lord : it was the priests’. 

§ 3. Apostacy and Death of Joash. 

2 KINGS XII. VER. 17, 18. 

17 Then Hazael king of Syria went up, and fought against 840. 
Gath, and took it : and Hazael set his face to go up to Jeru- 

18 Salem. And Jehoash king of Judah took all the hallowed things 
that Jehoshaphat, and Jehoram, and Ahaziah, his fathers, kings 
of Judah, had dedicated, and his own hallowed things, and all 
the gold that teas found in the treasures of the house of the 
Lord, and in the king’s house, and sent it to Hazael king of 

Syria : and he ^ went away from Jerusalem. a neb. went 

2 CHRONICLES XXIV. VER. 15 — 26. 

15 But Jehoiada waxed old, and was full of days when he died ; 

16 an hundred and thirty years old was he when he died. And 
they buried him in the city of David among the kings, because 
he had done good in Israel, both toward God, and toward his 

17 house. Now after the death of Jehoiada came the princes of 
Judah, and made obeisance to the king. Then the king heark- 

18 ened unto them. And they left the house of the Lord God 
of their fathers, and served groves and idols : and wrath came 

19 upon Judah and Jerusalem for this their trespass. Yet he sent 
prophets to them, to bring them again unto the Lord ; and 

20 they testified against them : but they would not give ear. And 

the Spirit of God ^ came upon Zechariah the son of Jehoiada biieb 
the priest, which stood above the people, and said unto them, 

Thus saith God, Why transgress ye the commandments of the 
Lord, that ye cannot prosper ? because ye have forsaken the 

21 Lord, he hath also forsaken you. And they conspired against 
him, and stoned him with stones at the commandment of the 

22 king in the court of the house of the Lord. Thus Joash the 
king remembered not the kindness which Jehoiada his father 
had done to him, but slew his son. And when he died, he 
said. The Lord look upon lY, and require it 

23 And it came to pass ‘^at the end of the year, that the host 839. 
of Syria came up against him : and they came to Judah and 
Jerusalem, and destroyed all the princes of the people from 
among the people, and sent all the spoil of them unto the 

24 king of ^Damascus. For the army of the Syrians came with 
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^39 a small company of men, and the Lord delivered a very great 
host into their hand, because they had forsaken the Lord God 
of their fathers. So they executed judgment against Joash. 

838. And when they were departed from him, (for they left him in 25 
great diseases,) his own servants conspired against him for the 
blood of the sons of Jehoiada the priest, and slew him on his 
bed, and he died : and they buried him in the city of David, 
but they buried him not in the sepulchres of the kings. And 26 
2 S conspired against him ; ® Zabad the son of 

xii. 2 i. Shimeath an Ammonitess, and Jehozabad the son of ^ Shimrith 
for,^Aom^. ^ Moabitess. 


2 KINGS XII. VER. 20, 21. 

And his servants arose, and made a conspiracy, and slew 20 
Joash in ^the house of Millo, which goeth down to Silla. For 21 
hOr,5;itm- Jozachar the son of Shimeath, and Jehozabad the son of ^ Sho- 
' mer, his servants, smote him, and he died ; and they buried 
him with his fathers in the city of David : and Amaziah his 
son reigned in his stead. 

2 CHRONICLES XXIV. VER. 27* 

Now concerning his sons, and the greatness of the burdens 27 
Zairf upon him, and the ^repairing of the house of God, behold, 
k dr, com- they are written in the ^ story of the book of the kings. And 
meniary. Amaziah his son reigned in his stead. 

2 KINGS XII. VER. 19* 

And the rest of the acts of Joash, and all that he did, are 19 
they not written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of 
Judah ? 


2 CHRONICLES XXIV. VER. 1, 2. 

1 2 Kin, xii. Joash ^wds seven years old when he began to reign, and he reigned forty years 1 
L in Jerusalem. His mother’s name also was Zibiah of Beer-sheba. And Joash 2 

did that which was right in the sight of the Lord all the days of Jehoiada the 
priest. 

2 KINGS XI. VER. 17 — 20. 

And Jehoiada made a covenant between the Lord and the king and the people, 17 
that they should be the Lord’s people ,• between the king also and the people. 
And all the people of the land went into the house of Baal, and brake it down ; his 18 
altars and his images brake they in pieces thoroughly, and slew Mattan the priest 
m Heb. of Baal before the altars. And the priest appointed officers over the house of the 

Lord. And he took the rulers over hundreds, and the captains, and the guard, and 19 
all the people of the land ; and they brought down the king from the house of the 
Lord, and came by the way of the gate of the guard to the king’s house. And 
he sat on the throne of the kings. And all the people of the land rejoiced, and 20 
the city was in quiet: and they slew AthaHah with the sword beside the king’s 
house. 
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PORTION II. 

Events in the Kingdom of Israel^ contemporary with the Reign of 
Joash King of Judah. 

§ 1 . Death of Jehu. 

2 KINGS X. VER. 30, TO THE END. 

30 And the Lord said unto Jehu, Because thou hast done well 
in executing that which is right in mine eyes, and hast done 
unto the house of Ahab according to all that was in mine heart, 
thy children of the fourth generation shall sit on the throne of 

31 Israel. But Jehu “ took no heed to walk in the law of the 
Lord God of Israel with all his heart: for he departed not 
from the sins of Jeroboam, which made Israel to sin. 

32 In those days the Lord began '’to cut Israel short: and 

33 Hazael smote them in all the coasts of Israel ; from Jordan 
® eastward, all the land of Gilead, the Gadites, and the Reuben- 
ites, and the Manassites, from Aroer, which is by the river ^ 

34 Arnon, ^ even Gilead and Bashan. Now the rest of the acts GUeadand 
of Jehu, and all that lie did, and all his might, are they not 
written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel ? 

35 And Jehu slept with his fathers: and they buried him in Sa- 

36 maria. And Jehoahaz his son reigned in his stead. And ® the 
time that Jehu reigned over Israel in Samaria was twenty and 
eight years. 

§ 2. Reign of Jehoahaz, 


A.C. 838. 


a Heb. observe 
ed not. 


860 . 

b Heb. to cut 
off the ends. 
c Heb. toward 
the rising of 
tJie sun. 


856. 

e Heb. the 
days were. 


2 KINGS XIII. VER. 1 — 9- 

1 In ^ the three and twentieth year of Joash the son of Aha- 

ziah king of Judah Jehoahaz the son of Jehu began to reign year and 

2 over Israel in Samaria, and reigned seventeen years. And he 
did that which was evil in the sight of the Lord, and '’followed 
the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, which made Israel to 
sin ; he departed not therefrom. 

3 And the anger of the Lord was kindled against Israel, and 849. 
he delivered them into the hand of Hazael king of Syria, and 

into the hand of Ben-hadad the son of Hazael, all their days. 

4 And Jehoahaz besought the Lord, and the Lord hearkened 
unto him : for he saw the oppression of Israel, because the 

5 kin^ of Syria oppressed them. (And the Lord gave Israel a 
saviour, so that they went out from under the hand of the 
Syrians: and the children of Israel dwelt in their tents, 

Cbeforetime. Nevertheless they departed not from the sins of ihird day. 

the house of Jeroboam, who made Israel sin, but ^walked there- d Heb. Ae 
7 in : and there ® remained the grove also in Samaria.) Neither stood. 

did he leave of the people to Jehoahaz but fifty horsemen, and 
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A.C. 842. 


839. 

f ver. 10, 
Jehoash. 
K Alone. 


a In consort 
with his 
father. 


b Heb. Make 
thine hand to 
ride. 


c Heb. went 
down, 
d Eccliis. 
xlviii. 14. 


838. 

a 2 Chr. xxv. 


ten chariots, and ten thousand footmen ; for the king of Syria 
had destroyed them, and had made them like the dust by 
threshing. 

Now the rest of the acts of Jehoahaz, and all that he did, 8 
and his might, are they not written in the book of the chroni- 
cles of the kings of Israel ? And Jehoahaz slept with his 9 
fathers; and they buried him in Samaria: and ^Joash his son 
reigned in his stead 

§ 3. Reign of Jehoash — Death of Elisha. 

2 KINGS XIII. VER. 10, AND 14 21. 

In the thirty and seventh year of Joash king of Judah began lo 
® Jehoash the son of Jehoaliaz to reign over Israel in Samaria, 
and reigned sixteen years. 

Now Elisha was fallen sick of his sickness whereof he died. 14 
And Joash the king of Israel came down unto him, and wept 
over his face, and said, O my father, my father, the chariot of 
Israel, and the horsemen thereof. And Elisha said unto him, 15 
Take bow and arrows. And he took unto him bow and arrows. 
And he said to the king of Israel, ^ Put thine hand upon the 16 
bow. And he put his hand upon it : and Elisha put his hands 
upon the king’s hands. And he said, Open the window east- 17 
ward. And he opened it. Then Elisha said, Shoot. And he 
shot. And he said. The arrow of the Lord’s deliverance, and 
the arrow of deliverance from Syria : for thou shalt smite the 
Syrians in Aphek, till thou have consumed them. And he said, 18 
Take the arrows. And he took them. And he said unto the 
king of Israel, Smite upon the ground. And he smote thrice, 
and stayed. And the man of God was wroth with him, and 19 
said. Thou shouldest have smitten five or six times ; then hadst 
thou smitten Syria till thou hadst consumed it : whereas now 
thou shalt smite Syria but thrice. 

And Elisha died, and they buried him. And the bands of 20 
the Moabites invaded the land at the coming in of the year. 
And it came to pass, as they were burying a man, that, behold, 21 
they spied a band of men ; and they cast the man into the 
sepulchre of Elisha : and when the man ® was let down, and 
touched the bones of Elisha, ^ he revived, and stood up on his 
feet. 


PART IX. 

PORTION I. 

Reign of Amaziah^ 29 Years— from 838 to 809. 

§ 1 . Amaziah punishes the Murderers of his Father. 

2 KINGS XIV. VER. 1—6. 

In the second year of Joash son of Jehoahaz king of Israel i 
reigned ® Amaziah the son of Joash king of Judah. He was 2 
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twenty and five years old when he began to reign, and reigned 838. 
twenty and nine years in Jerusalem. And his mother’s name 

3 was Jehoaddan of Jerusalem. And he did that which was right 
in the sight of the Lord, yet not like David his father : he 

4 did according to all things as Joash his father did. Howbeit 
the high places were not taken away: as yet the people did 
sacrifice and burnt incense on the high places. 

5 And it came to pass, as soon as th^e kingdom was confirmed 

in his hand, that he slew his servants ^ which had slain the king b ch. xh. 20 . 

6 his father. But the children of the murderers he slew not : 
according unto that which is written in the book of the law of 
Moses, wherein the Lord commanded, saying, ‘^The fathers c Deut. xxw. 
shall not be put to death for the children, nor the children be xviiL^L.’ 
put to death for the fathers ; but every man shall be put to 

death for his own sin. 


§ 2. War with Edom. 

2 CHRONICLES XXV. VER. 5 — 11. 

5 Moreover Amaziah gathered Judali together, and made them 827- 
captains over thousands, and captains over hundreds, according 

to the houses of their fathers, throughout all Judah and Ben- 
jamin : and he numbered them from twenty years old and 
above, and found them three hundred thousand choice men^ 
able to go forth to war, that could handle spear and shield. 

6 He hired also an hundred thousand mighty men of valour out 

7 of Israel for an hundred talents of silver. But there came a 
man of God to him, saying, O king, let not the army of Israel 
go with thee; for the Lord is not with Israel, to wit^ with all 

8 the children of Ephraim. But if thou wilt go, do it^ be strong 
for the battle : God shall make thee fall before the enemy: for 

9 God hath power to help, and to cast down. And Amaziah said 
to the man of God, But what shall we do for the hundred 
talents which I have given to the ^army of Israel? And the aHeb.6a«rf. 
man of God answered. The Lord is able to give thee much 

10 more than this. Then Amaziah separated them, to toit^ the 
army that was come to him out of Ephraim, to go 

again : wherefore their anger was greatly kindled against 
Judah, and they returned home in great anger. 

11 And Amaziah strengthened himself* and led forth his people, 
and went to the valley of salt, and smote of the children of 
Seir ten thousand. 


2 KINGS XIV. VER. 7* 

7 He slew of Edom in the valley of salt ten thousand, and 
took ^ Selah by war, and called the name of it Joktheel unto 
this day. 
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2 CHRONICLES XXV, VER. 12 — 16. 

A.c. 827. And other ten thousand left alive did the children of Judah 12 
^ ^ carry away captive, and brought them unto the top of the rock, 

and cast them down from the top of the rock, that they all 
were broken in pieces. 

^ soldiers of the army which Amaziah sent back, that 13 
hand. ^ they should not go with him to battle, fell upon the cities of 
Judah, from Samaria even unto Beth-horon, and smote three 
thousand of them, and took much spoil. 

Now it came to pass, after that Amaziah was come from the 14 
slaughter of the Edomites, that he brought the gods of the 
children of Seir, and set them up to be his gods, and bowed 
down himself before them, and ourned incense unto them. 
Wherefore the anger of the Lord was kindled against Amaziah, 15 
and he sent unto him a prophet, which said unto him. Why hast 
thou sought after the gods of the people, which could not deliver 
their own people out of thine handi^ And it came to pass, as 16 
he talked with him, that the king said unto him, Art thou made 
of the king’s counsel? forbear; why shouldest thou be smitten ? 
Then the prophet forbare, and said, I know that God hath 
fHeb. (joun- ^ determined to destroy thee, because thou hast done this, and 
hast not hearkened unto my counsel, 

§ 3. War with Israel, 

2 KINGS XIV. VER. 8 — 14. 

826. Then Amaziah sent messengers to Jehoash, the son of Jeho- 8 
ahaz son of Jehu, king of Israel, saying. Come, let us look one 
another in the face. And Jehoash the king of Israel sent to 9 
Amaziah king of Judah, saying. The thistle that was in Le- 
banon sent to the cedar that was in Lebanon, saying. Give thy 
daughter to my son to wife : and there passed by a wild beast 
that was in Lebanon, and trode down the thistle. Thou hast 10 
indeed smitten Edom, and thine heart hath lifted thee up : 
aHeb. af% glory of tliisy and tarry ®at home: for why shouldest thou 
meddle to thg hurt, that thou shouldest fall, even thou, and 
Judah with thee? But Amaziali would not hear. Therefore 11 
Jehoash king of Israel went up ; and he and Amaziah king of 
Judah looked one another in the face at Beth-shemesh, which 

to Judah. And Judah ^ was put to the worse before 12 
Israel ; and they fled every man to their tents. And Jehoash 13 
king of Israel took Amaziah king of Judah, the son of Jehoash 
the son of Ahaziah, at Beth-shemesh, and came to Jerusalem, 
and brake down the wall of Jerusalem from the gate of Eph- 
raim unto the corner gate, four hundred cubits. And he took 14 
all the gold and silver, and all the vessels that were found in 
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the house of the Lord, and in the treasures of the king’s A.c. 826 . 
house, and hostages, and returned to Samaria. " ' 

§ 4. Death of Amaziah, 


2 CHRONICLES XXV. VER. 27j 28. 

27 Now after the time that Amaziah did turn away “from fol- 
lowing the Lord they ^made a conspiracy against him in 
Jerusalem ; and he fled to Lachish : but they sent to Lachish ^YrtdJcon- 

28 after him, and slew him there. And they brought him upon 
horses, and buried him with his fathers in the city of ® Judah. c^o/Dalid, 

as it is 2 Kin. 


2 CHRONICLES XXV. VER. 25, 26. 


25 And Amaziah the son of Joash king of Judah lived after 
the death of Joash son of Jehoahaz king of Israel fifteen years. 

26 Now the rest of the acts of Amaziah, first and last, behold, 
are they not written in the book of the kings of Judah and 
Israel ? 


2 CHRONICLES XXV. VER. 1 — 4. 

1 Amaziah ^was twenty and five years old when he began to reign, and he reigned ^ 
twenty and nine years in Jerusalem. And his mother’s name was Jelioaddan of 

2 Jerusalem. And he did that which was right in the sight of the Loud, but not with 
a perfect heart. 

3 Now it came to pass, when the kingdom was ® established to him, that he slew e Heb. con- 

4 his servants that had killed the king his father. But he slew not their children, "f 

but did as it is written in the law in the book of Moses, where the Lord com- f Deut. xxiv. 
manded, saying, f The fathers shall not die for the children, neither shall the 16. 2 Kin. 
children die for the fathers, but every man shall die for his own sin. 

2 chronicles XXV. 17 — 24. xviii. 

20 

17 Then 8 Amaziah king of Judah took advice, and sent to Joash, the son ofg2Kin. xiv. 
Jehoahaz, the son of Jehu, king of Israel, saying, Come, let us see one another in 9. 

18 the face. And Joash king of Israel sent to Amaziah king of Judah, saying, The 

h thistle that was in Lebanon sent to the cedar that was in Lebanon, saying. Give h Or, furze 
thy daughter to my son to wife : and there passed by ^ a wild beast that was in 

19 Lebanon, and trode down the thistle. Thou sayest, Lo, thou hast smitten the ^ beast 
Edomites; and thine heart lifteth thee up to boast; abide now at home; why of the field. 
shouldest thou meddle to thine hurt, that thou shouldest fall, even thou, and Judah 

20 with thee ? But Amaziah would not hear ; for it came of God, that he might 
deliver them into the hand o/ their enemies^ because they sought after the gods of 

21 Edom. So Joash the king of Israel went up ; and they saw one another in the 
face, both he and Amaziah king of Judah, at Beth-shemesh, which belongeth to 

22 Judah. And Judah was 1*^ put to the worse before Israel, and they fled every man k Heb. mil- 

23 to his tent. And Joash the king of Israel took Amaziah king of Judah, the son of 
Joash, the son of Jehoahaz, at Beth-shemesh, and brought him to Jerusalem, and 

brake down the wall of Jerusalem from the gate of Ephraim to 1 the corner gate, 1 Heb. the 

24 four hundred cubits. And he took all the gold and the silver, and all the vessels that /q^J//^**^^*** 
were found in the house of God with Obed-edom, and the treasures of the king’s 

house, the hostages also, and returned to Samaria. 

2 KINGS XIV. VER. 19, 20. 

19 Now “they made a conspiracy against him in Jerusalem: and he fled to “ ^ Chr. 

20 Lachish ; but they sent after him to Lachish, and slew him there. And they ^ ‘ 
brought him on horses : and he was buried at Jerusalem with his fathers in the city 

of David. 

2 KINGS XIV. VER. 17> 18. 

17 And Amaziah the son of Joash king of Judah lived after the death of Jehoash 

18 the son of Jehoahaz king of Israel fifteen years. And the rest of the acts of 
Amaziah, are they not written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of 
Judah ? 
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PART IX. 

PORTION II. 

Events in the Kingdom of Israel^ contemporary with the Reign of 
Amaziah^ King of Judah. 

§ 1 . Reign of Jehoash continued. 

2 KINGS XIII. VER. 22, TO THE END. 

A.c. 839.^ But Hazael king of Syria oppressed Israel all the days of 22 
Jehoahaz. And the Lord was gracious unto them, and had 23 
compassion on them, and had respect unto them, because of his 
covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and would not 
aHeb./acff. destroy them, neither cast he them from his ® presence as yet. 

So Hazael king of Syria died ; and Ben-hadad his son reigned 24 
bHeb.refwrn- in his Stead. And Jehoash the son of Jehoahaz ^ took again 25 
ed and took. hand of Ben-hadad the son of Hazael the cities, 

which he had taken out of the hand of Jehoahaz his father by 
war. Three times did Joash beat him, and recovered the cities 
of Israel. 


2 KINGS XIII. VER. 11, 12, 13. 

And he did that which was evil in the sight of the Lord ; he il 
departed not from all the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, 
who made Israel sin : but he walked therein. And the rest of 12 
the acts of Joash, and all that he did, and his might wherewith 
he fought against Amaziah king of Judah, are they not written 
825. in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel ? And 13 
Joash slept with his fathers ; and Jeroboam sat upon his 
throne : and Joash was buried in Samaria with the kings of 
Israel. 


2 KINGS XIV. VER. 15, 16. 

Now the rest of the acts of Jehoash which he did, and his 15 
might, and how he fought with Amaziah king of Judah, are 
they not written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of 
Israel? And Jehoash slept with his fathers, and was buried in 16 
Samaria with the kings of Israel ; and Jeroboam his son reigned 
in his stead. 


§ 2. Reign of Jeroboam the Second. 

2 KINGS XIV. VER. 23, 24. 

gCto^reJn fifteenth year of Amaziah the son of Joash king of 23 

alone. Judah Jeroboam the son of Joash king of Israel began to reign 

in Samaria, and reigned forty and one years. And he did that 24 
which was evil in the sight of the Lord : he departed not from 
all the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who made Israel to 
sin. 
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PART X. 

PORTION I. 

Reign of Uzziah — 52 Years^ from 810 to 758. 

§ 1 . Early Reign and Prosperity of Uzziah, 

2 CHRONICLES XXVI. VER. 1 — 4. 

1 Then all the people of Judah took Uzziah, who was six- A.c. 8io. 
teen years old, and made him king in the room of his father a 2 Kin. xw' 

2 Amaziah. He built Eloth, and restored it to Judah, after that bb?^7za- 

3 the king slept with his fathers. Sixteen years old was Uzziah 
when he began to reign, and he reigned fifty and two years in 
Jerusalem. His mother's name also was Jecoliah of Jerusalem. 

4 And he did that xohich was right in the sight of the Lord, 
according to all that his father Amaziah did. 

2 KINGS XV. VER. 1. 

I In the twenty and seventh year of Jeroboam king of Israel 
began Azariah the son of Amaziah king of Judah to reign. 

2 CHRONICLES XXVI. VER. 5 — 15. 

5 And he sought God in the days of Zechariah, who had un- 
derstanding ^ in the visions of God : and as long as he sought c Heb. in the 

6 the Lord, God made him to prosper. And he went forth and 
warred against the Philistines, and brake down the wall of 
Gath, and the wall of Jabneh, and the wall of Ashdod, and 

7 built cities ^ about Ashdod, and among the Philistines. And ^ or, m the 
God helped him against the Philistines, and against the Ara- Ashdod. 

8 bians tliat dwelt in Gur-baal, and the Mehunims. And the 
Ammonites gave gifts to Uzziah : and his name ® spread abroad © Heb. went, 
even to the entering in of Egypt ; for he strengthened himself 

9 exceedingly. Moreover Uzziah built towers in Jerusalem at 
the corner gate, and at the valley ^te, and at the turning of 

lothe wall^ and ^fortified them. Also he built towers in the fOx, repaired. 
desert, and ^digged many wells: for he had much cattle, both 
in the low country, and in the plains : husbandmen a&o, and terns. 
vine dressers in the mountains, and in ^Carmel: for he loved 

I I ^ husbandry. Moreover Uzziah had an host of fighting men, iHeb.^oufirf. 
that went out to war by bands, according to the number of 

their account by the hand of Jeiel the scribe and Maaseiah the 
ruler, under the hand of Hananiah, one of the king’s captains. 

1 2 The whole number of the chief of the fathers of the mighty 

13 men of valour were two thousand and six hundred. And under 

their hand was ^ an army, three hundred thousand and seven ^ Heb. the 
thousand and five hundred, that made war with mighty power, 

14 to help the king against the enemy. And Uzziah prepared for 
them throughout all the host shields, and spears, and helmets, j 

15 and habergeons, and bow^s, and * slings to cast stones. And he ofsungs. 



188 


PERIOD SIXTH. 


[part X. 


made in Jerusalem engines, invented by cunning men, to be on 
the towers and upon the bulwarks, to shoot arrows and great 
stones withal. And his name spread far abroad ; for he was 
marvellously helped, till he was strong. 

§ 2 On the increase of his Army by Uzziah, Joel predicts the future 
Overthrow of the Kingdom of Judah by a foreign Army, 

JOEL I. 

1 Joeli declaring sundry judgments of God, exhorteth to observe them, 8 and to mourn, 
14 He prescribeth a fast for complaint. 

The word of the Lord that came to Joel the son of i 
Pethuel. 

The kingdom of Judah began to decline immediately after the murder of Zacharias, son of 
Barachias, or Jehoiada. Then it was that the prophet and the priest of the Lord was slain in the 
very courts of the temple. This was the climax of their wickedness, when, in the language of 
Hosea, “blood touched blood,” (Hosea iv. 2.); when the people strove with the priest, and the 
blood of the sacrificer was mingled with the blood of the sacrifice. The king and people of Judah 
became open idolaters, as Israel had long been, and Syria and Israel punished and oppressed them 
together. 

At this period the providence of God began to raise up that succession of prophets, whose writings 
have been transmitted to, and have ever been held sacred by, the Christian Church. Joel, Amos, 
and Hosea, flourished together, predicting the future calamities of the Jews, the blessings of their 
restoration, the judgments of God upon their enemies, with other subjects of this high nature. 
These prophets commenced their office by predicting three judgments of the most fearful kind. 
The earthquake, which took place in the reigns of Uzziah and Jeroboam the Second, was foretold 
by Amos two years before it happened, (Amos i. 1.) Many suppose it was likewise predicted by 
Joel, about the same time. The second plague was that of locusts, caterpillers, and cankerworms, 
such as the oldest men had never seen, (Joel i. 2, 3. &c.) ; these came towards harvest time, in the 
beginning of the growth after mowing, (Amos vii. I.) ; the vines were laid waste, the fig trees were 
barked, (Joel i. 7*) the harvest perished, and the trees withered ; so that there was not corn and 
wine sufficient for a meat offering and a drink offering in the house of the Lord. The third plague 
was a miraculous drought, attended with fearful flashes of fire from heaven; the fire (Joel i. 19.) 
devoured all the pastures of the wilderness, and the flame burnt up all the trees of the field. Hosea 
also alludes to the same plague, (Hos. iv. 3.) Jonah is supposed to have been the contemporary of 
these prophets ; but none of his prophecies are extant, except that against Nineveh. 

The prophecy of Joel seems to have been the first that was delivered to the kingdom of Judah ; 
though some have supposed that he lived in the reign of Joram ; and others place him in the reign 
of Manasseh. He predicted, according to the best authorities, the same immediate events as Amos ; 
and it is therefore natural to presume he lived about the same time. The book of Joel is placed here 
on the united authorities of its internal evidence, and the general opinion of modern commentators : 
viz. Lightfoot ; Blair, in his Chronological Tables; Dr. Grey, in his Introduction, &c. ; Vitringa, in 
his Typus Doctrinse Propheticae, cap. iv. p. 35, &c. ; Moldenhawer, Introductio in Libros canonicos 
Vet. et Nov. Test. p. 120, 121 ; of Rosenmiiller, in his Scholia in Vet. Test, partis septimse, vol. i. 
p. 433, 434; and of Dr. Taylor. It is inserted here too, because Joel only speaks of Egypt and 
Edom (iii. 19.) as the enemies of Judea, without mentioning the Assyrians or Babylonians ; he 
likewise denounces the same judgments as Amos against the Tyrians, Sidonians, and Idumeans, who 
had invaded the kingdom of Judah, and taken off* many of the inhabitants for slaves ; and in his 
time, the Jews were in full possession of their religious worship, (ii. 15 — 17 ) Vide Horne’s Intro- 
duction, vol. ii. p. 264. 

The great majority of commentators having thus assigned the publication of the prophecy of Joel 
to the reign of Uzziah, we may conclude, from internal evidence, that it was delivered at the time 
when that king had increased his army, and made himself formidable to the surrounding nations by 
the number of his engines of war, and the abundance of his arms. Confiding in his military power 
and greatness, “ his heart was lifted up to his destruction,” (2 Chron. xxvi. 16.) At this time, it is 
most probable, Joel predicted the entire overthrow of the kingdom of Judah by a foreign army, 
which he beautifully compares to that predicted flight of locusts, which about this time ravaged the 
country. The prophets commonly took advantage of the passing events of the day, to predict from 
them the future destiny of nations and empires. The occasions on which the prophecies were 
delivered, therefore, are generally to be found in the history of their own times. 


A.C. 810. 


m Heb. went 
forth. 


About 787. 
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2 Hear this, ye old men, and give ear, all ye inhabitants of A.c. About 

the land. Hath this been in your days, or even in the days of v » 

your fathers ? 

3 Tell ye your children of it, and let your children tell their 
children, and their children another generation. 

4 ® That which the palmerworm hath left hath the locust eaten ; 

and that which the locust hath left hath the cankerworm eaten ; palmerworm, 
and that which the cankerworm hath left hath the caterpiller 
eaten. 

5 Awake, ye drunkards, and weep ; and howl, all ye drinkers 
of wine, because of the new wine ; for it is cut off from your 
mouth. 

6 For a nation is come up upon my land, strong, and without 
number, whose teeth are the teeth of a lion, and he bath the 
cheek teeth of a great lion. 

7 He hath laid mv vine waste, and ^barked my fig: tree: he bHeb.iaid 
hath made it clean bare, and cast it away ; the branches thereoi a harkiny. 
are made white. 

8 Lament like a virgin girded with sackcloth for the husband 
of her youth. 

9 The meat offering and the drink offering is cut off from 
the house of the Lord; the priests, the Lord's ministers, 
mourn. 

10 The field is wasted, the land mourneth; for the corn is 

wasted: the new wine is ^ dried up, the oil languisheth. c^or, a#Aam- 

11 Be ye ashamed, O ye husbandmen; howl, O ye vine-dressers, 
for the wheat and for the barley ; because the harvest of the 
field is perished. 

12 The vine is dried up, and the fig tree languisheth ; the 
pomegranate tree, the palm tree also, and the apple tree, even 
all the trees of the field, are withered : because joy is withered 
away from the sons of men. 

13 Gird yourselves, and lament, ye priests: howl, ye ministers 
of the altar : come, lie all night in sackcloth, ye ministers of 
my God : for the meat offering and the drink offering is with- 
holden from the house of your God. 

14 ‘^Sanctify ye a fast, call a ® solemn assembly, gather the ^ 
elders and all the inhabitants of the land into the house of the ^^‘trainu 
Lord your God, and cry unto the Lord, 

15 Alas for the day ! for ^the day of the Lord is at hand, and fis xiii.e. 
as a destruction from the Almighty shall it come. 

16 Is not the meat cut off before our eyes, yea^ joy and gladness 
from the house of our God ? 

17 The seed is rotten under their clods, the garners are laid *^^®*’*^®*^* 
desolate, the barns are broken down ; for the corn is withered. 

18 How do the beasts groan ! the herds of cattle are perplexed, 
because they have no pasture ; yea, the flocks of sheep are 
made desolate. 
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A.c. About O Lord, to thee will I cry : for the fire hath devoured the 19 

X ^ pastures of the wilderness, and the flame hath burned all the 

trees of the field. 

The beasts of the field cry also unto thee : for the rivers of 20 
waters are dried up, and the fire hath devoured the pastures of 
the wilderness. 


JOEL II. 

1 He iheweth unto Zion the terribleness of God's judgment, 12 He exhorteth to re- 

pentance, \b prescribeih a fastj \8 promiseth a blessing thereon. 21 He comforteth 

Zion with present^ 28 and future blessings. 

i Or, cornet. Blow ye the ^ trumpet in Zion, and sound an alarm in my i 

holy mountain : let all the inhabitants of the land tremble : for 
the day of the Lord cometh, for it is nigh at hand ; 

A day of darkness and of gloominess, a day of clouds and 2 
of thick darkness, as the morning spread upon the mountains : 
a great people and a strong ; there hath not been ever the like, 
kiTeb. neither shall be any more after it, even to the years ^of many 
generations. 

A fire devoureth before them ; and behind them a flame 3 
burneth : the land is as the garden of Eden before them, and 
behind them a desolate wilderness ; yea, and nothing shall 
escape them. 

The appearance of them is as the appearance of horses ; and 4 
as horsemen so shall they run. 

Like the noise of chariots on the tops of mountains shall 5 
they leap, like the noise of a flame of fire that devoureth the 
stubble, as a strong people set in battle array. 

Before their face the people shall be much pained : all faces 6 
1 Heb. pot. shall gather ^ blackness. 

They shall run like mighty men ; they shall climb the wall 7 
like men of war ; and they shall march every one on his ways, 
and they shall not break their ranks : 

Neither shall one thrust another ; they shall walk every 8 
m Or, dart, one ill liis path : and when they fall upon the ^ sword, they 
shall not be w^ounded. 

They shall run to and fro in the city ; they shall run upon 9 
the wall, they shall climb up upon the houses; they shall enter 
in at the windows like a thief. 


The earth shall quake before them ; the heavens shall trem- lo 
n Is xiii. 10 . ble : ^ the sun and the moon shall be dark, and the stars shall 

Ezek.xxxi,. shininff: 


And the Lord shall utter his voice before his army : for his 1 1 
camp is very great : for he is strong that executeth his word : 

ojer. XXX. 7. for the ® day of the Lord is ffreat and very terrible ; and who 

Amos V. 18. *10 ° 

Zeph. i. 15 . can abide it r 

pjer.iv. 1 . Therefore also now, saith the Lord, p turn ye even to me 12 
with all your heart, and with fasting, and witn weeping, and 
with mourning: 
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13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 


And rend your heart, and not your garments, and turn unto 
the Lord your God: for he is ^gracious and merciful, slow 
to anger, and of great kindness, and repenteth him of the 
evil. 

^ Who knoweth if he will return and repent, and leave a 
blessing behind him ; even a meat offering and a drink offering 
unto the Lord your God? 

Blow the trumpet in Zion, * sanctify a fast, call a solemn 
assembly : 

Gather the people, sanctify the congregation, assemble the 
elders, gather the children, and those that suck the breasts : let 
the bridegroom go forth of his chamber, and the bride out of 
her closet. 

Let the priests, the ministers of the Lord, weep between 
the porch and the altar, and let them say. Spare thy people, 

0 Lord, and give not thine heritage to reproach, that the 
heathen should ^ rule over them : ^ wherefore should they say 
among the people, Where is their God ? 

Then will the Lord be jealous for his land, and pity his 
people. 

Yea, the Lord will answer and say unto his people, Behold, 

1 will send you corn, and wine, and oil, and ye shall be satis- 
fied therewith : and I will no more make you a reproach among 
the heathen : 

But I will remove far off from you the northern army^ and 
will drive him into a land barren and desolate, with his face 
toward the east sea, and his hinder part toward the utmost sea, 
and his stink shall come up, and his ill savour shall come up, 
because ^he hath done great things. 

Fear not, O land; be glad and rejoice: for the Lord will 
do great things. 

Be not afraid, ye beasts of the field : for the pastures of the 
wilderness do spring, for the tree beareth her fruit, the fig tree 
and the vine do yield their strength. 

Be glad then, ye children of Zion, and rejoice in the Lord 
your God: for he hath given you ^the former rain * moderately, 
and he ^ will cause to come down for you the rain, the former 
rain, and the latter rain in the first month. 

And the floors shall be full of wheat, and the fats shall over- 
flow with wine and oil. 


A. C. About 
787. 

q Ex. xxxiv. 
6. Ps. Ixxxvi. 
5. 15. Jonah 
iv. 2. 

r Jonah iii. 9. 


t Or, use a by- 
iiDord against 
them. 

u Ps. xlii. 10. 
& Ixxix. 10. 

& cxv. 2. 


x'Reh.hehath 
magnified to 


y Or, a teacher 
of righteous- 
ness, 

z lleh.accnrd- 
ing to righte- 
ousness. 
a Lev. xxvi. 
4. Deut. xi. 


And I will restore to you the years that the locust hath 
eaten, the cankerworm, and the caterpiller, and the palmer- 
worm, my great army which I sent among you. 

And ye shall eat in plenty, and be satisfied, and praise the 
name of the Lord your God, that hath dealt wondrously with 
you : and my people shall never be ashamed. 

And ye shall know that I am in the midst of Israel, and 
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A.c. About that I am the Lord your God, and none else : and jny people 
; shall never be ashamed. 

Acts '^'A.nd it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out 28 

^ ' my spirit upon all flesh ; and your sons and your daughters 

shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your young 
men shall see visions : 

And also upon the servants and upon the handmaids in those 29 
days will I pour out my spirit. 

And I will shew wonders in the heavens and in the earth, 30 
blood, and fire, and pillars of smoke. 

cch. iii. 15. ^ The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon 31 

into blood, before the great and the terrible day of the Lord 
come. 

d Rom. 1.13. And it shall come to pass, that ^whosoever shall call on the 32 
name of the Lord shall be delivered : for in mount Zion and 
in Jerusalem shall be deliverance, as the Lord hath said, and 
in the remnant whom the Lord shall call. 

JOEL III. 

1 God^ s judgments against the enemies of his people, 9 God will he known in his judg- 
ment, 18 His blessing upon the church. 

For, behold, in those days, and in that time, when I shall i 
bring again the captivity of Judah and Jerusalem, 

I will also gather all nations, and will bring them down into 2 
the valley of Jehoshaphat, and will plead with them there for 
my people and for my heritage Israel, whom they have scat- 
tered among the nations, and parted my land. 

And they have cast lots for my people ; and have given a 3 
boy for an harlot, and sold a girl for wine, that they might drink. 

Yea, and what have ye to do with me, O Tyre, and Zidon, 4 
and all the coasts of. Palestine? will ye render me a recom- 
pence ? and if ye recompense me, swiftly and speedily will I 
return your recompence upon your own head : 

Because ye have taken my silver and my gold, and have 5 
e Heb. detir- carried into your temples iny goodly ® pleasant things : 
able. childfcn also of Judah and the children or Jerusalem 6 

f Heb. the have ye sold unto ^ the Grecians, that ye might remove them 
onwtew* far from their border. 

Behold, I will raise them out of the place whither ye have 7 
sold them, and will return your recompence upon your own 
head: 

And I will sell your sons and your daughters into the hand 8 
of the children of Judah, and they shall sell them to the Sa- 
beans, to a people far off : for the Lord hath spoken it 
g Heb. Sane- Proclaim ye this among the Gentiles; « Prepare war, wake 9 

up the mighty men, let all the men of war draw near ; let 
them come up : 
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10 ^ Beat your plowshares into swords, and your ^ pruning hooks A. a About 

into spears : let the weak say, I am strong. ^ 

1 1 Assemble yourselves, and come, all ye heathen, and gather your- h see ig. ii.4. 
selves together round about : thither ^ cause thy mighty ones k 

to come down, O Lord. 

12 Let the heathen be wakened, and come up to the valley of 
Jehoshaphat : for there will I sit to judge all the heathen round 
about. 

13 ^ Put ye in the sickle, for the harvest is ripe : come, get you iRer. xiv.is. 
down ; for the press is full, the fats overflow ; for their wicked- 
ness is great. 

14 Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of decision : for the^P^**^®”- 

day of the Lord is near in the valley of decision. threshing] 

15 The ” sun and the moon shall be darkened, and the stars shall n ch. ii. 3i. 
withdraw their shining. 

16 The Lord also shall °roar out of Zion, and utter his voice ojer.xxv.so. 
from Jerusalem; and the heavens and the earth shall shake: 

but the Lord will be the p hope of his people, and the strength lflepatJ!'oT, 
of the children of Israel. harbour' 

17 So shall ye know that I am the Lord your God dwelling in 

Zion, my ‘iholy mountain ; then shall Jerusalem be holy, and qHebJio/i- 
there shall no ^ strangers pass through her any more. rRev. xxi. 

18 And it shall come to pass in that day, that the mountains 

shall ® drop down new wine, and the hills shall flow with milk, « ^mos ix. 
and all the rivers of Judah shall ^flow with waters, and a foun- tiieb.^o. 
tain shall come forth of the house of the Lord, and shall water 
the valley of Shittim. 

19 Egypt shall be a desolation, and Edom shall be a desolate 
wilderness, for the violence against the children of Judah, be- 
cause they have shed innocent blood in their land. 

20 But Judah shall ^ dwell for ever, and Jerusalem from genera- u or, abide. 
tion to generation. 

21 For 1 will cleanse their blood that I have not cleansed : ^ for 

the Lord dwelleth in Zion. thatdweiieth 


§ 3. Uzziah struck with Leprosy, 

2 chronicles XXVI. VER. l6 — 21. 

16 But when he was strong, his heart was lifted up to his destruc- 787 or 766. 
tion : for he transgressed against the Lord his God, and went 

into the temple of the Lord to burn incense upon the altar of 

17 incense. And Azariah the priest went in after him, and with 

18 him fourscore priests of the Lord, that were valiant men : And 

they withstood Uzziah the king, and said unto him. It » ajpper- a Num. xviu. 
taineth not unto thee, Uzziah, to burn incense unto the Lord, 
but to the ^ priests the sons of Aaron, that are consecrated to Ex. xxx. 7. 
burn incense : go out of the sanctuary ; for thou hast tres- 
passed ; neither shall it he for thine honour from the Lord God. 

19 Then Uzziah was wroth, and had d, censer in his hand to burn 

VOL. II. o 
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A.C. 787. incense : and while he was wroth with the priests, the leprosy 
or 765« QYQiY rose up in his forehead before the priests in the house of 
the Lord, from beside the incense altar. And Azariah the chief 20 
priest, and all the priests, looked upon him, and, behold, he 
was leprous in his forehead, and they thrust him out from 
cEsth.vi. 12 . thence; yea, himself ° hasted also to go out, because the Lord 
d2Kin.xv.5. had smitten him. ^ And Uzziah the king was a leper unto the 21 
eLev.xiii.46. day of liis death, and dwelt in a several house, being a leper; 
eb./r«. from the house of the Lord : and Jotham his 

son was over the king’s house, judging the people of the land. 

§ 4. Designation of Isaiah to the prophetic Office, 

ISAIAH 1. VER. 1 . 

758. ®®The vision of Isaiah the son of Amoz, which he saw con- 1 
cerning Judah and Jerusalem in tlie days of Uzziah, Jotham, 
Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah. 

ISAIAH VI. 

1 Isaiah, in a vision of the Lord in his glory, 5 being terrified, is confirmed for his mes- 
sage. 9 He sheweth the obstinacy of the people unto their desolation. A remnant 
shall be saved. 

ajohnxii.41. In the year that king Uzziah died I ^saw also the Lord i 
b Or, the sitting uDon a throne, high and lifted up, and ^ his train filled 
the temple. 

Above it stood the seraphims : each one had six wings ; with 2 
twain he covered his face, and with twain he covered his feet, 
and with twain he did fly. 

c Heb. this And ® one cried unto another, and said, ^ Holy, holy, holy, is 3 
drRev!iv.*8. the Lord of hosts: ® the whole earth is full of his glory. 

5 *^ And the posts of the ^door moved at the voice of him that 4 
tunote tJth^ cried, and the house was filled with smoke. 

f'Heb.^“’^ ’ Then said I, Woe is me I for I am ^ undone ; because I am 5 
gHeiTc^/o#. a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of 


The question has been much controverted, whether the vision of Isaiah, in the sixth chapter, 
was seen on his designation to the prop^jetic office, or after that time ? Isaiah prophesied (i. 1.) in 
the days of Uzziah; and afterwards we find that he saw the vision in the year that king Uzziah 
died. (Isa. vi. 1.) Bishop Lowth is of opinion, that the first five chapters were delivered prior to the 
death of Uzziah, and the sixth immediately after it; and he interprets the phrase “ in the year that 
king Uzziah died,” to signify, after his death, in the year that he died. Dr. Wells and Lightfoot 
agree in this opinion. Bishop Horsley and Dr. Taylor unite in supposing that the first chapter is 
more descriptive of the reign of Ahaz than of that of Uzziah ; as in the reign of the latter the land was 
at rest, and the king good. It flourished likewise under the government of Jotham, who was also a 
good man; therefore from its internal evidence^ which is certainly the best, as well as from the 
opinion of many commentators, the first chapter of Isaiah is placed in the reign of Ahaz, with the 
exception of the first verse of that chapter, which may be considered as an introduction to the 
whole book. Isaiah was the greatest of all the prophets, through all ages of the church, and was in 
all probability appointed to his great office with more than usual solemnity. Jeremiah, Ezekiel, 
Hosea, &c. all ^ve some account, in the beginning of their writings, of the manner or of the cir> 
cumstances under which they were respectively called to fill the prophetic office. We have every 
reason to suppose, therefore, that the chief prophet would likewise have been favoured with similar 
demonstrations of his divine appointment. — Vide Lowth’s Isaiah, note in loc. ; Lightfoot, vol. i. 
p, 98. ; Horsley’s Bib. Crit vol. ii. p. 4. ; Vitringa, tom. i, p. 26 — ; Gray’s and Horne’s Intro- 
ductions ; Taylor’s Scheme of Divinity, ch. xxxiv. 

9 
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unclean lips : for mine eyes have seen the King, the Lord of A.c. 758. 
hosts. ^ ' 

6 Then flew one of the seraphims unto me, '^having a live coal 

in his hand, which he had taken with the tongs from off live coal. 
the altar : 

7 And he ' laid it upon my mouth, and said, Lo, this hath i Heb. cawed 
touched thy lips ; and thine iniquity is taken away, and thy sin ^ 
purged. 

8 Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, Whom shall I 

send, and who will go for ^ us ? Then said I, ^ Here am I ; send ^He^. ReAow 
me. me. 


9 And he said. Go, and tell this people, Hear ye " ® indeed, 
but understand not ; and see ye p indeed, but perceive not. 

10 Make the heart of this people fat, and make their ears heavy, 
and shut their eyes; lest they see with their eyes, and hear 
with their ears, and understand with their heart, and convert, 
and be healed. 

11 Then said I, Lord, how long? And he answered. Until the 
cities be wasted without inhabitant, and the houses without man, 
and the land be ^ utterly desolate, 

12 And the Lord have removed men far away, and there he a 
great forsaking in the midst of the land. 

13 But yet in it shall he a tenth, ^ and it shall return, and shall 
be eaten : as a teil tree, and as an oak, whose ® substance is in 
them, when they cast their leaves : so the holy seed shall he the 
substance thereof. 


m Matt. xiii. 
14. Mark iv. 
12. Luke viii. 
10. John xii. 
40. Acts 
xxviii. 20, 
Rom. xi. 8. 
n Or, without 
ceasing^ S^c. 
o Heb. hear ye 
in hearing, 
^c. 

p Heb. in 
seeing. 
q Heb. deso- 
late with de- 
solation. 


T Or, when it 
is returned, 
and hath been 
hroused. 

8 Or, stock, 
or, stem. 


ISAIAH II. 

I Isaiah prophesieth the coming of Christ's kingdom. 6 Wickedness is the cause of 
God's forsaking. 10 He exhorteth to fear^ because of the powerful effects of God's 
majesty. 

1 The word that Isaiah the son of Amoz saw concerning Judah 
and Jerusalem. 

2 And * it shall come to pass in the last days, that the moun- t Mic. iv. i, 
tain of the Lord’s house shall ^ be established in the top of the u Or, pr« • 
mountains, and shall be exalted above the hills ; and all nations 

shall flow unto it. 

3 And many people shall go and say, Come ye, and let us go 
up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob ; 
and he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his paths : 
for out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the 
Lord from Jerusalem. 

4 Arid he shall judge among the nations, and shall rebuke 
many people; and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, 

and tlieir spears into ^ pruninghooks : nation shall not lift up x or, scythes, 
sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more. 

5 O house of Jacob, come ye, and let us w^alk in the light of 
the Lord. 

6 Therefore thou hast forsaken thy people the house of Jacob, 

o 2 
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A.C. 758. because they be replenished y from the east, and are soothsayers 
like the Philistines, and they ® please themselves in the chil- 
fSr ^^aholnd Strangers. 

with the chil- Their land also is full of silver and gold, neither is there any 7 

dren, ^c. ^ treasures ; their land is also full of horses, neither 

is there any end of their chariots : 

Their land also is full of idols ; they worship the work of 8 
their own hands, that which their own fingers have made : 

And the mean man boweth down, and the great man humbleth 9 
himself : therefore forgive them not. 

Enter into the rock, and hide thee in the dust, for fear of 10 
the Lord, and for the glory of his majesty, 
ach. V. 15 . The ® lofty looks of man shall be humbled, and thehaugh-ii 
tiness of men shall be bowed down, and the Lord alone shall 


be exalted in that day. 

For the day of the Lord of hosts shall he upon every one 12 
that is proud and lofty, and upon every one that is lifted up ; 
and he shall be brought low : 

And upon all the cedars of Lebanon, that are high and 13 
lifted up, and upon all the oaks of Bashan, 

And upon all the high mountains, and upon all the hills thatii^ 
are lifted up. 

And upon every high tower, and upon every fenced wall, 15 
hueh.pic- And upon all the ships of Tarshish, and upon all '^pleasant 16 

tureeof desire. pj^tureS. 

And the loftiness of man shall be bowed down, and the 17 
haughtiness of men shall be made low : and the Lord alone 
sliall be exalted in that day. 

And ® the idols he shall utterly abolish. 18 

pass away. And they shall go into the ^ holes of the rocks, and into 19 
Luke’xxiii* the cav €8 of ® the earth, for fear of the Lord, and for the 
le.&lx.I^’ kis majesty, when he ariseth to shake terribly the 

e Heb. the earth. 

fHeb. In that day a man shall cast ^ his idols of silver, and his idols 20 

'siive^j^c. gold, ^ which they made each one for himself to worship, to 

tj^'madeM l^ke bats ; 

him. To go into the clefts of the rocks, and into the tops of the 21 

ragged rocks, for fear of the Lord, and for the glory of his 
majesty, when he ariseth to shake terribly the earth. 

Cease yc from man, whose breath is in his nostrils: for where- 22 
in is he to be accounted of? 


ISAIAH III. 

I The great ctn^fusion which cometh by sin. 9 The impudency of the people. 12 The 
oppression and covetousness of the rulers. 16 The judgments which shall be for the 
pride of the women. 

For, behold, the Lord, the Lord of hosts, doth take away 1 
from Jerusalem and from Judah the stay and the staff, the whole 
stay of bread, and the whole stay of water. 
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2 The mighty man, and the man of war, the judge, and the 
prophet, and the prudent, and the ancient, 

3 The captain of fifty, and ^the honourable man, and the 
counsellor, and the cunning artificer, and the ^ eloquent 
orator. 

4 And I will give ^ children to be their princes, and babes shall 
rule over them. 

5 And the people shall be oppressed, every one by another, 
and every one by his neighbour : the child shall behave him- 
self proudly against the ancient, and the base against the hon- 
ourable. 

6 When a man shall take hold of his brother of the house of his 
father, saying^ Thou hast clothing, be thou our ruler, and let 
this ruin he under thy hand : 

7 In that day shall be ^ swear, saying, I will not be an “ healer; 
for in my house is neither bread nor clothing : make me not a 
ruler of the people. 

8 For Jerusalem is ruined, and Judah is fallen : because their 
tongue and their doings are against the Lord, to provoke the 
eyes of his glory. 

9 The shew of their countenance doth witness against them ; 
and they declare their sin as Sodom, they hide it not. 
Woe unto their soul ! for they have rewarded evil unto them- 
selves. 

10 Say ye to the righteous, that it shall he well with him : for 
they shall eat the fruit of their doings. 

11 Woe unto the wicked! it shall be ill with him: for the re- 
ward of his hands shall be ° given him. 

12 As for my people, children are their oppressors, and women 
rule over them. O my people, p they which lead thee cause 
thee to err, and ^ destroy the way of thy paths. 

13 The Lord standeth up to plead, and standeth to judge the 
people. 

14 The Lord will enter into judgment with the ancients of his 
people, and the princes thereof: for ye have ^ eaten up the 
vineyard ; the spoil of the poor is in your houses. 

15 What mean ye that ye beat my people to pieces, and grind 
the faces of the poor ? saith the Lord God of hosts. 

16 Moreover the Lord saith. Because the daughters of Zion 
are haughty, and walk with stretched forth necks and ® wanton 
eyes, walking and ^ mincing as they go, and making a tinkling 
with their feet : 

17 Therefore the Lord will smite with a scab the crown of the 
head of the daughters of Zion, and the Lord will '^discover 
their secret parts. 

18 In that day the Lord will take away the bravery of their 
tinkling ornaments about their feet^ ana their * cauls, and their 
round tires like the moon, 


A.c. 768. 


h Heb. a man 
eminent in 
countenance, 
i Or, ihilful 
of tpeech, 

k Ecdei. X. 
16. 


1 Heb. lift up 
the hand, 
m Heb. 
binder up. 


n Gen. xiii 
13, & xviii. 
20 , 21 . & 
xix. 5. 


o Heb, done 
to him. 

P Or, they 
which call 
thee hlested. 
q Heb. ttoal- 
low up. 


r Or, burnt. 


8 Heb. deeeiv- 
i»ff with their 
eyes. 

t Or, tripping 
nicely, 

u Heb. make 
naked. 


X Or, net- 
workt. 
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The y chains, and the bracelets, and the * mufflers, 19 

y Or, sweet The bonnets, and the ornaments of the legs, and the head- 20 
xoi, 'spangled hunds, and the ® tablets, and the earrings, 

ornaments. Xhc rings, and Hosc lewels, 21 

of the soul. Ihe changeable suits of apparel, and the mantles, and the 22 

wimples, and the crisping pins. 

The glasses, and the fine linen, and the hoods, and the 23 
vails. 

And it shall come to pass, that instead of sweet smell there 24 
shall be stink; and instead of a girdle a rent; and instead of 
well set hair baldness ; and instead of a stomacher a girding of 
sackcloth ; and burning instead of beauty, 
b Heb. might. Thy men shall fall by the sword, and thy ^ mighty in the 25 
war. 

And her gates shall lament and mourn; and she being 2^ 
InohMmns- ^ ^ ^^Gsolate shall sit upon the ground. 

ed. 

ISAIAH IV. 


e Heb. let thy 
name becalled 
upon us. 
f Or, take 
thou away, 
g Heb. beauty 
and glory. 
h Heb. for the 
escaping of 
Israel. 


i Or, to life. 


j Ex. xiij. 21. 

k Or, above. 

1 Heb. a cover- 
ing. 


In the extremity of evils, Chrisfs kingdom shall be a sanctuary. 

And in that day seven women shall take hold of one man, 1 
saying. We will eat our own bread, and wear our own apparel: 
only ®let us be called by thy name, ^to take away our re- 
proach. 

In that day shall the branch of the Lord be ^ beautiful and 2 
glorious, and the fruit of the earth shall he excellent and comely 
^ for them that are escaped of Israel. 

And it shall come to pass, that he that is left in Zion, and he 3 
that remaineth in Jerusalem, shall be called holy, even every one 
that is written ' among the living in Jerusalem : 

When the Lord shall have washed away the filth of the 4 
daughters of Zion, and shall have purged the blood of Jerusalem 
from the midst thereof by the spirit of judgment, and by the 
spirit of burning. 

And the Lord will create upon every dwelling place of 5 
mount Zion, and upon her assemblies, 1 a cloud and smoke by 
day, and the shining of a flaming fire by night : for ^ upon all 
the glory shall he ^ a defence. 

And there shall be a tabernacle for a shadow in the daytime 6 
from the heat, and for a place of refuge, and for a covert from 
storm and from rain. 


ISAIAH V. 


1 Under the parable of a vineyard God excuseth his severe judgment. 8 His judgments 
upon covetousness, 11 upon lasciviousness, 13 upon impiety, 20 and upon injustice. 
Matt'xi. 33. 26 

LiAexi 9. Now will I sing to my wellbeloved a song of my beloved i 
touching “ his vineyard, My wellbeloved hath a vineyard in 
son of oil. ” a very fruitful hill ; 
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2 And he ° fenced it, and gathered out the stones thereof, and A.c. 758. 
planted it with the choicest vine, and built a tower in the 

midst of it, and also p made a winepress therein : and he looked p 
that it should bring forth grapes, and it brought forth wild 
grapes. 

3 And now, O inhabitants of Jerusalem, and men of Judah, 
judge, I pray you, betwixt me and my vineyard. 

4 What could have been done more to my vineyard, that I 
have not done in it ? wherefore, when I looked that it should 
bring forth grapes, brought it forth wild ^apes ? 

5 And now go to ; I will tell you what 1 will do to my vine- 
yard ; I will take away the hedge thereof, and it shall be eaten 

up; and break down the wall thereof, and it shall be *1 trodden qUeb./or a 
down: ^ 

6 And I will lay it waste : it shall not be pruned, nor digged ; 
but there shall come up briers and thorns: I will also command 
the clouds that they rain no rain upon it. 

7 For the vineyard of the Lord of hosts is the house of Israel, 
and the men of Judah ^his pleasant plant: and he looked for 
judgment, but behold ® oppression ; for righteousness, but be- 


8 Woe unto them that join ^ house to house, that lay field “•2* 

field, till there be no place, that they may be placed alone in the 

midst of the earth ! 

9 In mine ears said the Lord of hosts, * Of a truth many 

houses shall be desolate, even gfreat and fair, without in- saitii the 

lord,^c. 

habitant. x Heb. if not, 

10 Yea, ten acres of vineyard shall yield one bath, and the seed 
of an homer shall yield an ephah. 

11 y Woe unto them that rise up early in the morning, that they y Prov.xxiu. 
may follow strong drink ; that continue until night, till wine ’ 
^inflame them ! 

12 And the harp, and the viol, the tabret, and pipe, and wine, 
are in their feasts : but they regard not the work of the Lord, 
neither consider the operation of his hands. 

13 Therefore my people are gone into captivity, because they 

have no knowleagfe : and ® their honourable men are famished, » Heb. their 
and their multitude dried up with thirst. of famine. 

14 Therefore hell hath enlarged herself, and opened her mouth 
without measure : and their glory, and their multitude, and 
their pomp, and he that rejoice th, shall descend into it. 

15 And ^the mean man shall be Wught down, and the mighty bch.u.9. ii. 
man shall be humbled, and the eyes of the lofty shall be ' ‘ 
humbled : 

16 But the Lord of hosts shall be exalted in judgment, and 

® ^ God that is holy shall be sanctified in righteousness. g?].’ 

17 Then shall the lambs feed after their manner, and the waste 
places of the fat ones shall strangers eat. 


omp, and he that rejoiceth, shall descend into it. 

^the mean man shall be brought down, and the mighty b^ch.u.9. ii. 
hall be humbled, and the eyes of the lofty shall be 


0 Or, the holy 


God the holy. 
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A.C. 768. 


• Heb. that 
gay concern- 
ing evil, It is 
good, §-c. 

f Prov. iii. 7. 
Rom. i. 22. 

& xii. 16. 
g Heb. before 
their face. 


h Prov. xvii. 
15. 

i Heb. the 
tongue of fire. 


k Oi, at dung, 
1 ch. ix. 12. 
17. 21.&X. 4, 


raOr, disireeg. 
n Or, when it 
ie light, it 
ihalt be dark 
in ihedettruc- 
tione thereof. 


Woe unto them that draw iniquity with cords of vanity, and 18 
sin as it were with a cart rope : 

That say, Let him make speed, and hasten his work, that we 19 
may see it ; and let the counsel of the Holy One of Israel draw 
nigh and come, that we may know it ! 

Woe unto them ®that call evil good, and good evil; that 20 
put darkness for light, and light for darkness ; that put bitter 
for sweet, and sweet for bitter ! 

Woe unto them that are ^ wise in their own eyes, and prudent 21 
» in their own sight ! 

Woe unto them that are mighty to drink wine, and men of 22 
strength to mingle strong drink : 

Which ^justify the wicked for reward, and take away the 23 
righteousness of the righteous from him ! 

Therefore as ^ the fire devoureth the stubble, and the flame 24 
consumeth the chaflF, so their root shall be as rottenness, and 
their blossom shall go up as dust : because they have cast away 
the law of the Lord of hosts, and despised the word of the 
Holy One of Israel. 

Therefore is the anger of the Lord kindled against his 25 
people, and he hath stretched forth his hand against them, 
and hath smitten them : and the hills did tremble, and their 
carcases were ^torn in the midst of the streets. ^For all this 
his anger is not turned away, but his hand is stretched out still. 

And he will lift up an ensign to the nations from far, and 26 
will hiss unto them from the end of the earth : and, behold, 
they shall come with speed swiftly : 

None shall be weary nor stumble among them ; none shall 27 
slumber nor sleep; neither shall the girdle of their loins be 
loosed, nor the latchet of their shoes be broken : 

Whose arrows are sharp, and all their bows bent, their horses’ 28 
hoofs shall be counted like flint, and their wheels like a whirl- 
wind : 

Their roaring shall be like a lion, they shall roar like young 29 
lions : yea, they shall roar, and lay hold of the prey, and shall 
carry it away safe, and none shall deliver it. 

And in that day they shall roar against them like the roar- 30 
ing of the sea ; and if one look unto the land, behold dark- 
ness and ^ sorrow, “ and the light is darkened in the heavens 
thereof. 


2 CHRONICLES XXVI. VER. 22, 23. 


Now the rest of the acts of Uzziah, first and last, did Isaiah 22 
the prophet, the son of Amoz, write. So Uzziah slept with 23 
his fathers, and they buried him with his fathers in the field of 
the burial which belonged to the kings ; for they said, He is a 
leper: and Jotham his son reigned in his stead. 
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2 KINGS XIV. VER. 21, 22. 


21 And all the people of Judah took * Azariah, which woi sixteen years old, and A.C. 758. 

22 made him king instead of his father Amaziah. He built Elath, and restored it to ^ J 

Judah, after that the king slept with his fathers. J 1 ,^ lacked 

« ^ Uzziah. 

2 KINGS XV. VER. 2, 3, 4. 


2 Sixteen years old was he when he began to reign, and he reigned two and fifty 

3 years in Jerusalem. And his mother’s name Jecholiah of Jerusalem. And he 
did that which was right in the sight of the Lord, according to all that his father 

4 Amaziah had done ; save that the high places were not removed : the people sacri- 
ficed and burnt incense still on the high places. 


2 KINGS XV. VER. 5, 6, 7‘ 

6 And the Lord smote the king, so that he was a leper unto the day of his death, 
and dwelt in a several house. And Jotham the king’s son was over the house, 

6 judging the people of the land. And the rest of the acts of Azariah, and all that he 

7 did, are they not written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Judah ? So 
Azariah slept with his fathers ; and they buried him with his fathers in the city of 
David : and Jotham his son reigned in his stead. 


PART X. 

PORTION II. 

Events in the Kingdom of Israel^ contemporary with Uzziah King 

of Judah, 

§ 1 . Reign of Jeroboam the Second, concluded, 

2 KINGS XIV. VER. 25, 26, 27. 

25 He restored the coast of Israel from the entering of Hamath 809. 
unto the sea of the plain, according to the word of the Lord 
God of Israel, which he spake by the hand of his servant 
® Jonah, the son of Amittai, the prophet, which was of Gath- 
26hepher. For the Lord saw the affliction of Israel, that it was jonas! 

very bitter : for there was not any shut up, nor any left, nor 
27 any helper for Israel. And the Lord said not that he would 
blot out the name of Israel from under heaven : but he saved 
them by the hand of Jeroboam the son of Joash. 

§ 2. Hosea* s first appeal to the ten tribes, 

HOSEA I 

1 The word of the Lord that came unto Hosea, the son of 80l. 
Beeri, in the days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, 


The three first chapters of Hosea are inserted here on the joint authorities of Dr. Wells, Blair, 
Dr. Gray, Lightfoot, Taylor, and the introductory verse. Hosea is supposed to have been the most 
ancient of the minor prophets. The general scope of this prophet’s predictions is supposed by all 
commentators to be, 1. Partly to detect, reprove, and convince the Jewish nation generally, and the 
Israelites in particular, of their many and heinous sins, especially of their gross idolatry : the cor- 
rupt state of the kingdom is also incidentally noticed; — 2. Partly to denounce the imminent 
and utter rejection, final captivity, and destruction of the Israelites by the Assyrians (if the 
former persisted in their wicked career), notwithstanding all their vain confidence in the assistance 
to be afforded them by Egypt ; and, 3. Partly to invite them to repentance, with promises of mercy, 
and evangelical predictions of the future restoration of the Israelites and Jews, and of their ultimate 
conversion to Christianity. Bishop Horsley, in the introduction to his translation of this book> 
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A C. 801. kings of Judah, and in the days of Jeroboam the son of Joash, 

" king of Israel. 

The beginning of the word of the Lord by Hosea. And 2 
the Lord said to Hosea, Go, take unto thee a wife of whore- 
doms and children of whoredoms : for the land hath committed 
great whoredom, departing from the Lord. 

So he went and took Gomer the daughter of Diblaim ; which 3 
conceived, and bare him a son. 

And the Lord said unto him, Call his name Jezreel; for 4 
aHeb.vm/. yet a little while and I will ^avenge the blood of Jezreel upon 
the house of Jehu, and will cause to cease the kingdom of the 
house of Israel. 

And it shall come to pass at that day, that I will break the 5 
bow of Israel in the valley of Jezreel. 

And she conceived again, and bare a daughter. And God 6 
b That is, -Vo/ said unto him, Call her name Lo-ruhamah : for I will no 
eTmerly. morc liavc mcrcy upon the house of Israel ; ^ but I will utterly 

c Heb. J will 4-0 Irp tVipin jiavjiv 
not add any lUem away. 

d o7 *that I ^ mercy upon the house of Judah, and will 7 

thouidaito- save them by the Lord their God, and will not save them 
by bow, nor by sword, nor by battle, by horses, nor by horse- 
men. 

Now when she had weaned Lo-ruhamah, she conceived, and 8 
bare a son. 


observes, that the prophecies ought by no means to be limited to their inferior and literal significa- 
tion, Acting upon that system of interpretation laid down in his beautiful sermon on 2 Peter i. 
20, 21., “ no scripture is of private interpretation,” or “ no prophecy of scripture is of self-interpre - 
tation,” he shews that the prophecies of Hosea, like all others in the volume of scripture, are not 
predictions of separate and independent events, but are united in a regular and entire system, all 
terminating in one great object, the promulgation of the Gospel, and the complete establishment of the 
Messiah’s kingdom. Of this system, every particular prophecy makes a part, and bears a more immediate 
or more remote relation to that which is the great object of the whole. Acting upon the principles 
thus clearly laid down, the Bishop observes, ‘ a prejudice, which for a long time possessed the minds 
of Christians, against the literal sense of the prophecies relating to the future exaltation of the 
Jewish nation, gave occasion to a false scheme of interpretation ; which, assuming it as a principle, 
that prophecy, under the old dispensation, looked forward to nothing beyond the abrogation of the 
Mosaic ritual and the dispersion of the Jews by the Romans, either wrested every thing to the 
history antecedent to that epoch, and, generally, as near as possible to the prophet’s times (as if it 
were not the gift and business of a prophet to see far before him), or, by figurative interpretations, 
for the most part forced and unnatural, applied what could not be so wrested to the Christian 
Church : and rarely to the Christian Church on earth, but to the condition of the glorified saints in 
heaven. This method of exposition, while it prevailed generally, and it is not yet sufficiently 
exploded, wrapt the writings of all the prophets in tenfold obscurity, and those of Hosea more than 
the rest ; because, what with all the prophets was the principal, with him is the single subject. It 
might have been expected, that when once the principle was understood to be false, a better system 
of interpretation would have been immediately adopted. But this has only partially taken place. 
Expositions of many passages upon the erroneous scheme had obtained a general currency in the 
world, and were supported by the authority of great names. Amongst ourselves it has long been 
the persuasion of our best biblical scholars and ablest divines, that the restoration of the Jews is a 
principal article of the prophecy, being indeed a principal branch of the great scheme of general 
redemption. Notwithstanding this, we have followed expositors who had a contrary prejudice, with 
too much deference to their authority ; and, discarding their principle, have, in too many instances, 
sitten down content with the interpretations they have given us.* — Bishop Horsley on Hosea. The 
whole of this translation, the introduction, and the notes, are well worthy the study of the biblical 
fcader. 
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9 Then said God^ Call his name ® Lo-ammi : for ye are not A.c. 801. 

my people, and I will not be your God, ^Thatil^/ 

10 Yet the number of the children of Israel shall be as the 
sand of the sea, which cannot be measured nor numbered; 

^and it shall come to pass, that « in the place where it was said 

unto them. Ye are not my people, there it shall be said unto g^, instead 
them. Ye are the sons of the living God» of that, 

1] Then ^ shall the children of Judah and the children of Israel Ez^k. xxxiv. 
be gathered together, and appoint themselves one head, and 22 . 
they shall come up out of the land : for great shall he the day 
of Jezreel. 


HOSEA II. 

I The idolatry of the people. 6 God's judgments against them, 14 His promises of 

reconciliation with them. 

1 Say ye unto your brethren, 'Ammi; and to your sisters, 
^ Ruhamah. 

2 Plead with your mother, plead : for ^ she is not my wife, 
neither am I her husband: let her therefore put away her 
^ whoredoms out of her sight, and her adulteries from between 
her breasts ; 

3 Lest I strip her naked, and set her as in the day that she 
was “ born, and make her as a wilderness, and set her like a 
dry land, and slay her with thirst. 

4 And I will not have mercy upon her children ; for they be 
the children of whoredoms. 

5 For their mother hath played the harlot : she that conceived 
them hath done shamefully : for she said, I will go after my 
lovers, that give me my bread and my water, my wool and my 
flax, mine oil and my ^ drink. 

6 Therefore, behold, I will hedge up thy way with thorns, and 
P make a wall, that she shall not find her paths. 

7 And she shall follow after her lovers, but she shall not over- 
take them ; and she shall seek them, but shall not find them : 
then shall she say, I will go and return to my first husband ; 
for then was it better with me than now. 

8 For she did not know that I gave her corn, and ^ wine, and 
oil, and multiplied her silver and gold, ^ which they prepared 
for Baal. 

9 Therefore will I return, and take away my corn in the time 
thereof, and my wine in the season thereof, and will ® recover 
my wool and my flax given to cover her nakedness. 

10 And now will I discover her ^ lewdness in the sight of her 
lovers, and none shall deliver her out of mine hand. 

II I will also cause all her mirth to cease, her feast days, her 
new moons, and her sabbaths, and all her solemn feasts. 

12 And I will "destroy her vines and her fig trees, whereof she 
hath said, These are my rewards that my lovers have given me: 


i That is, 

My people. 
k That is, 
Having ob- 
tained mercy. 
1 Is. 1, 1. 

m Ezek. xvi. 
25 . 


nEzek. xvi. 
4 . 


o Heb. drinks. 


p Heb. wall 
a watt. 


q Heb. new 
wine. 

r Or, where- 
with they 
made Baal. 


8 Or, take 
away. 

t Heb folly. 
or, villany. 


u Heb. make 
desolcUe. 
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PERIOD SIXTH. 


[part X, 


A.C. 801. and I will make them a forest, and the beasts of the field shall 
eat them. 

And I will visit upon her the days of Baalim, wherein she is 
burned incense to them, and she decked herself with her ear- 
rings and her jewels, and she went after her lovers, and for- 
gat me, saith the Lord. 

Therefore, behold, I will allure her, and bring her into the 14 
wilderness, and speak * y comfortably unto her. 

And I will give her her vineyards from thence, and the val- 15 
ley of Achor for a door of hope : and she shall sing there, as 
in the days of her youth, and as in the day when she came up 
out of the land of Lgypt. 

And it shall be at that day, saith the Lord, that thou shaft 16 
call me * Ishi ; and shaft call me no more ® Baali. 

For I will take away the names of Baalim out of her 1/ 
mouth, and they shall no more be remembered by their name. 

And in that day will I make a ^ covenant for them with the is 
beasts of the field, and with the fowls of heaven, and with the 
creeping things of the ground : and I will break the bow' and 
the sword and the battle out of the earth, and will make them 
to lie down safely. 

And I will betroth thee unto me for ever; yea, I will betroth 19 
thee unto me in righteousness, and in judgment, and in loving- 
kindness, and in mercies. 

I will even betroth thee unto me in faithfulness : and thou 20 
shaft know the Lord. 

And it shall come to pass in that day, I will hear, saith the 21 
Lord, I will hear the heavens, and they shall hear the earth; 

And the earth shall hear the corn, and the wine, and the oil; 22 
and they shall hear Jezreel. 

And I will sow her unto me in the earth ; and I will have 23 
c Rom.ix. 2.6. mercy upon her that had not obtained mercy; and I ® will say 
® ' to them which were not my people. Thou art my people ; and 

they shall say. Thou art my God. 

HOSEA III. 

1 By the expiation of an adultressj 4 is shewed the desolation of Israel before their 

restoration. 

Then said the Lord unto me. Go yet, love a woman beloved 1 
of her friend, yet an adultress, according to the love of the 
Lord toward the children of Israel, who look to other gods, 
d Heb. of and love flagons ^ of wine. 

grapes. j bought her to me for fifteen pieces of silver, and for an 2 

eVLBb.iethech. homer of barley, and an ® half homer of barley : 
fDeut, xxi. And I said unto her. Thou shaft ^ abide for me many days; 3 
thou shaft not play the harlot, and thou shalt not be for another 
man : so will I also be for thee. 

For the children of Israel shall abide many days without a 4 


z That is, 
My husband. 
a That is, 
My lord. 

b Job V. 23. 
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king, and without a prince, and without a sacrifice, and without A.c. 801 . 
^ an image, and without an ephod, and without teraphim : * 

5 Afterward shall the children of Israel return, and seek the 
Lord their God, and ^ David their king ; and shall fear the 
Lord and his goodness in the ^ latter days. iEzek.xxxiv, 

23. Is. ii. 2. 

§ 3. Amos denounces judgment against the neighbouring nations, and 
against Israel and Judah. 


1 Amos sheiueth God's judgment upon Syria, 6 upon the Philistines, 9 upon Tyrus, 

11 upon Edom, 13 upon Ammon. 

1 The words of Amos, who was among the herdmen of Tekoa, 793. 
which he saw concerning Israel in the days of Uzziah king of 
Judah, and in the days of Jeroboam the son of Joash king of 

Israel, two years before the ^ earthquake. a zech. xiv.s. 

2 And he said. The Lord will roar ^from Zion, and utter his 
voice from Jerusalem; and the habitations of the shepherds 
shall mourn, and the top of Carmel shall wither. 

3 Thus saith the Lord : For three transgressions of Damascus, 

®and for four, I will not ^ turn away the punishment thereof; cOx, yea, for 
because they have threshed Gilead with threshing instruments or, convert 
of iron i 

T-k T Ml 1 ^ • 11 /» TT 1 1 • 1 1 11 ' and 80 

4 But I will send a fire into the house of Hazael, which shall ver. e, &c. 
devour the palaces of Ben-hadad. 

5 I will break also the bar of Damascus, and cut off the inha- 
bitant from ®the plain of Aven, and him that holdeth the 
sceptre from ^ the house of Eden : and the people of Syria f or, seth- 
shall go into captivity unto Kir, saith the Lord. 

6 Thus saith the Lord ; For three transgressions of ^ Gaza, g2Chr. 

and for four, I will not turn away the punishment thereof; 
because they ^ carried away captive the whole captivity, to ? O'"’ 
deliver them up to Edom : with an entire 

7 But I will send a fire on the wall of Gaza, which shall devour 
the palaces thereof : 


Amos prophesied two years before the earthquake which devastated Judea, in the days of 
Uzziah ; but we have no means of ascertaining the exact year in which this event took place. It is 
generally referred by commentators to the year when that prince usurped the sacerdotal office, by 
attempting to offer incense. Dr. Hales supposes it occurred in the year when Uzziah was struck 
with leprosy ; fixing it as the twenty-fourth of his reign. Others, again, conjecture that the king 
was not afflicted with this disease till about seven years before his death. But the eartliquake could 
not then have happened ; as Amos prophesied during the life of Jeroboam the second, who must 
have been long dead at this period of Uzziah’s reign. It must, therefore, have occurred either in the 
last year of Jeroboam the second's reign, or in the year after his death. An eminent commentator 
is of opinion that the prophet Amos (in viii. 9, 10.) foretels that, during their solemn festivals, the 
sun should be darkened by an eclipse, which in those days was accounted ominous, and should turn 
their joy into mourning. According to Archbishop Usher, about eleven years after Amos prophesied, 
(A.M. 3213.) there were two great eclipses of the sun, — one at the feast of tabernacles, the other at 
the time of the passover. Dr. Hales coincides with this opinion ; and fixes, accordingly, the date 
of Amos’s prediction in the year B.C. 793. The first chapters of Amos are inserted here, on the 
joint authorities of Archbishop Usher, Dr. Hales, Taylor, Lightfoot, and Dr. Gray. On the authority 
of Lightfoot, I have placed the latter part of the prophecy a few years later. 
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PERIOD SIXTH. 


[PAUT X. 


A.C. 793. 


i Heb. the 
covenant of 
brethren. 


k Heb cor- 
rupted his 
compassions. 


1 Or, divided 
the moun- 
tains. 


m 2 Kin. iii. 
27. 


And I will cut off the inhabitant from Ashdod, and him that 8 
holdeth the sceptre from Ashkelon, and I will turn mine hand 
against Ekron : and the remnant of the Philistines shall perish, 
saith the Lord God. 

Thus saith the Lord ; For three transgressions of Tyrus, 9 
and for four, I will not turn away the punishment thereof ; be- 
cause they delivered up the whole captivity to Edom, and 
remembered not ^ the brotherly covenant : 

But I will send a fire on the wall of Tyrus, which shall lo 
devour the palaces thereof. 

Thus saith the Lord ; For three transgressions of Edom, ii 
and for four, I will not turn away the punishment thereof ; be- 
cause he did pursue his brother with the sword, and ^ did cast 
off all pity, and his anger did tear perpetually, and he kept his 
wrath for ever : 

But I will send a fire upon Teman, which shall devour the 12 
palaces of Bozrah. 

Thus saith the Lord; For three transgressions of the chil-i3 
dren of Ammon, and for four, I will not turn away the punish- 
ment thereof ; because they have ^ ripped up the women with 
child of Gilead, that they might enlarge their border : 

But I will kindle a fire in the wall of Rabbah, and it shall 14 
devour the palaces thereof, with shouting in the day of battle, 
with a tempest in the day of the whirlwind : 

And their king shall go into captivity, he and his princes 15 
together, saith the Lord. 


AMOS II. 

1 Godfs wrath against Moot, 4 upon Judah, 6 and upon Israel. 9 God complaineth of 
their unthanhfulness. 

Thus saith the Lord ; For three transgressions of Moab, i 
and for four, I will not turn away the punishment thereof; 
because he “burned the bones of the king of Edom into 
lime: 

But I will send a fire upon Moab, and it shall devour the 2 
palaces of Kirioth: and Moab shall die with tumult, with 
shouting, and with the sound of the trumpet : 

And 1 will cut off the judge from the midst thereof, and will 3 
slay all the princes thereof with him, saith the Lord. 

Thus saith the Lord ; For three transgressions of Judah, 4 
and for four, I will not turn away the punishment thereof; 
because they have despised the law of the Lord, and have not 
kept his commandments, and their lies caused them to err, after 
the which their fathers have walked : 

But I will send a fire upon Judah, and it shall devour the 5 
palaces of Jerusalem. 

Thus saith the Lord; For three transgressions of Israel, 6 
and for four, I will not turn away the punishment thereof; 
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because “ they sold the righteous for silver, and the poor for a 
pair of shoes ; 

7 That pant after the dust of the earth on the head of the 
poor, and turn aside the way of the meek : and a man and his 
father will go in unto the same ®maid, to profane my holy 
name : 

8 And they lay themselves down upon clothes laid to pledge by 
every altar, and they drink the wine of p the condemned in the 
house of their god. 

9 Yet destroyed I the ^ Amorite before them, whose height 
was like the height of the cedars, and he tvas strong as the oaks; 
yet I destroyed his fruit from above, and his roots from 
beneath. 

10 Also ^ I brought you up from the land of Egypt, and led you 
forty years through the wilderness, to possess the land of the 
Amorite. 

11 And I raised up of your sons for prophets, and of your young 
men for Nazarites. Is it not even thus, O ye children of 
Israel? saith the Lord. 

12 But ye gave the Nazarites wine to drink ; and commanded 
the prophets, ® saying. Prophesy not. 

13 Behold, * I am pressed under you, as a cart is pressed that is 
full of sheaves. 

14 Therefore the flight shall perish from the swift, and the 
strong shall not strengthen his force, neither shall the mighty 
deliver himself : 

15 Neither shall he stand that handleth the bow; and he that is 
swift of foot shall not deliver himself: neither shall he that 
rideth the horse deliver himself. 

16 And he that is ^courageous among the mighty shall flee 
away naked in that day, saith the Lord. 


A.C. 793. 


o Or, young 


p Or, tuck <u 
have fined, or, 
mulcted. 

q Num. xxi. 
24. Deut. ii. 
31. Josh. 
xxiv,*6. 


s ch, vii. 12, 
13. 

t Or, I will 
press your 
place, as a 
cart full of 
sheaves press- 
eth. 

u Heb. his 
soul, or, life. 


X Heb. strong 
of his heart. 


AMOS III. 

1 The necessity of God’s judgment against Israel. 9 The publication of itj with the 

causes thereof, 

1 Hear this word that the Lord hath spoken against you, O 
children of Israel, against the whole family which I brought up 
from the land of Egypt, saying, 

2 You only have I known of all the families of the earth: 

therefore I will y punish you for all your iniquities. y Heb. visa 

3 Can two walk together, except they be agreed ? 

4 Will a lion roar in the forest, when he hath no prey ? will a 
young lion * cry out of his den, if he have taken nothing ? z Heb.^w 

5 Can a bird fall in a snare upon the earth, where no gin is 
him ? shall one take up a snare from the earth, and have taken 
nothing at all ? 

6 ShaU a trumpet be blown in the city, and the people * not be fogJt}^! 
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PERIOD SIXTH. 


[PABT X. 


A.C. 793. 


b Or» and 
ihall not the 
LORD do 
somewhat t 


c Or, oppret- 
eion*. 

d Or, spoil. 


e Heb. deli- 
vereth. 


f Or, on the 
bed's feet. 


g Or, punish 
Israel for. 


h Or, ye shall 
cast away the 
things of the 
palace. 


i Heb. three 
years of days, 
k Heb. offer 
by burning. 

1 Heb. fo ye 
love. 


afraid ? shall there be evil in a city, ^ and the Lord hath not 
done it? 

Surely the Lord God will do nothing, but he revealeth his 7 
secret unto his servants the prophets. 

The lion hath roared, who will not fear ? the Lord God hath 8 
spoken, who can but prophesy? 

Publish in the palaces at Ashdod, and in the palaces in the 9 
land of Egypt, and say, Assemble yourselves upon the moun- 
tains of Samaria, and behold the great tumults in the midst 
thereof, and the ® oppressed in the midst thereof. 

For they know not to do right, saith the Lord, who store up lO 
violence and ^ robbery in their palaces. 

Therefore thus saith the Lord God ; An adversary there 1 1 
shall he even round about the land ; and he shall bring down thy 
strength from thee, and thy palaces shall be spoiled. 

Thus saith the Lord ; As the shepherd ® taketh out of the J2 
mouth of the lion two legs, or a piece of an ear ; so shall the 
children of Israel be taken out that dwell in Samaria in the 
corner of a bed, and ^ in Damascus in a couch. 

Hear ye, and testify in the house of Jacob, saith the Lord 13 
God, the God of hosts, 

That in the day that I shall ^ visit the transgressions of Israel 14 
upon him I will also visit the altars of Beth-el : and the horns 
of the altar shall be cut off, and fall to the ground. 

And I will smite the winter house with the summer house; 1.5 
and the houses of ivory shall perish, and the great houses shall 
have an end, saith the Lord. 

AMOS IV. 

1 He reproveth Israel for oppression^ 4 for idolatry, 6 and for their incorrigibleness. 

Hear this word, ye kine of Bashan, that are in the moun- i 
tain of Samaria, which oppress the poor, which crush the needy, 
which say to their masters, Bring, and let us drink. 

The Lord God hath sworn by his holiness, that, lo, the 2 
days shall come upon you, that he will take you away with 
hooks, and your posterity with fishhooks. 

And ye shall go out at the breaches, every cow as that which 3 
is before her; and ^ye shall cast them into the palace, saith the 
Lord. 

Come to Beth-el, and transgress ; at Gilgal multiply trans- 4 
gression ; and bring your sacrifices every morning, and your 
tithes after ^ three years : 

And ^ offer a sacrifice of thanksgiving with leaven, and pro- 
claim and publish the free offerings : for ^ this liketh you, O ye 
children of Israel, saith the Lord God, 

And I also have given you cleanness of teeth in all your 6 
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cities, and want of bread in all your places : yet have ye not A.c. 703, 
returned unto me, saith the Lord. " ^ 

7 And also I have withholden the rain from you, when there 
were yet three months to the harvest : and I caused it to rain 
upon one city, and caused it not to rain upon another city: one 
piece was rained upon, and the piece whereupon it rained not 
withered. 

8 So two or three cities wandered unto one city, to drink 
water ; but they were not satisfied : yet have ye not returned 
unto me, saith the Lord. 

9 I have smitten you with blasting: and mildew: “when your ^ox^hemni- 
gardens and your vineyards and your ng trees and your olive gardens, ^c. 
trees increased, the palmerworm devoured them : yet have ye merwlrm!\-c. 
not returned unto me, saith the Lord. 

10 I have sent among: you the pestilence "after the manner of 
Egypt: your young men have 1 slain with the sword, " and o neb. 
have taken away your horses ; and I have made the stink of of your horses. 
your camps to come up unto your nostrils : yet have ye not 
returned unto me, saith the Lord. 

11 I have overthrown some of you, as God overthrew p Sodom ^ 4^25 
and Gomorrah, and ye were as a firebrand plucked out of the 
burning: yet have ye not returned unto me, saith the Lord. 

12 Therefore thus will I do unto thee, O Israel : and because I 
will do this unto thee, prepare to meet thy God, O Israel. 

13 For, lo, he that formeth the mountains, and createth the 

^ wind, and declareth unto man what is his thought, that maketh q spirit. 
the morning darkness, and treadeth upon the high places of the 
earth, The Lord, The God of hosts, is his name. 

AMOS V. 

1 A lamentation for Israel. 4 An exhortation to repentance. 21 God rejecteth their 
h ypocritical service. 

1 Hear ye this word which I take up against you, even a lamen- 
tation, O house of Israel. 

2 The virgin of Israel is fallen ; she shall no more rise: she is 
forsaken upon her land : there is none to raise her up. 

3 For thus saith the Lord God ; The city that went out by a 
thousand shall leave an hundred, and that which went forth by 
an hundred shall leave ten, to the house of Israel. 

4 For thus saith the Lord unto the house of Israel, Seek ye 
me, and ye shall live : 

5 But seek not ^ Beth-el, nor enter into Gilgal, and pass not to rch. iv. 4. 
Beer-sheba: for Gilgal shall surely go into cuptivity, and 
Beth-el shall come to nought. 

6 Seek the Lord, and ye shall live; lest he break out like fire 
in the house of Joseph, and devour and there be none to 
quench it in Beth-el. 

VOL. JI. 


p 
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PERIOD SIXTH. 


[part X. 


A.C. 793. 


R Job. ix. 9. & 
xxxviii. 31. 
t cli. ix. 6. 


u Heb. spoil. 


X Zeph. i. 13 


y Heb. vine- 
yards of de- 
sire. 

z Or. a ran- 
som. 


a Ps. xxxiv. 
14. & xcvii. 
10. Rom. xii. 


b Is. V. 19. 

c Jer. XXX. 7. 
Joel. ii. 2. 
Zeph. i. 15. 


d Is. i. 11. 
Jer. vi. 20. 
e Or, smell 
your holy 
days. 

f Or, thank 
offerings. 


Ye who turn judgment to wormwood, and leave off righte- 7 
ousness in the earth, 

Seek him that maketh the ® seven stars and Orion, and turn- 8 
eth the shadow of death into the morning, ^ and maketh the day 
dark with night : that calleth for the waters of the sea, and 
poureth them out upon the face of the earth : The Lord is his 
name : 

That strengtheneth the spoiled against the strong, so that 9 
the spoiled shall come against the fortress. 

They hate him that rebuketh in the gate, and they abhor him lo 
that speaketh uprightly. 

Forasmuch therefore as your treading is upon the poor, and ii 
ye take from him burdens of wheat : ^ ye have built houses of 
hewn stone, but ye shall not dwell in them ; ye have planted 
pleasant ^ vineyards, but ye shall not drink wine of them. 

For I know your manifold transgressions and your mighty 12 
sins: they afflict the just, they take ^ a bribe, and they turn aside 
the poor in the gate from their right. 

Therefore the prudent shall keep silence in that time; for it 13 
is an evil time. 

Seek good, and not evil, that ye may live: and so the Lord, u 
the God of hosts, shall be with you, as ye have spoken. 

^Hate the evil, and love the good, and establish judgment in 15 
the gate : it may be that the Lord God of hosts will be graci- 
ous unto the remnant of Joseph. 

Therefore the Lord, the God of hosts, the Lord, saith thus; 16 
Wailing shall he in all streets ; and they shall say in all the 
highways, Alas ! alas ! and they shall call the husbandman 
to mourning, and such as are skilful of lamentation to 
wailing. 

And in all vineyards shall he wailing: for I will pass through 17 
thee, saith the Lord. 

^ Woe unto you that desire the day of the Lord ! to what is 
end is it for you ? ® the day of the Lord is darkness, and not 
light. 

As if a man did flee from a lion, and a bear met him; or went 19 
into the house, and leaned his hand on the wall, and a serpent 
bit him. 

Shall not the day of the Lord he darkness, and not light? 20 
even very dark, and no brightness in it? 

^ I hate, I despise your least days, and I will not ® smell in 21 
your solemn assemblies. 

Though ye offer me burnt offerings and your meat offerings, 22 
I will not accept them : neither will I regard the ^ peace offer- 
ings of your fat beasts. 

Take thou away from me the noise of thy songs ; for I will 23 
not hear the melody of thy viols. 

9 
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24 But let judgment « run down as waters, and righteousness as A.c. 793. 
a mighty stream. 

25 ^ Have ye offered unto me sacrifices and offerings in the h Acts. vii. 
wilderness forty years, O house of Israel ? 

26 But ye have borne Hhe tabernacle of your Moloch and i Or, Siccuth 
Chiun your images, the star of your god, which ye made to 
yourselves. 

27 Therefore will I cause you to go into 'captivity beyond 
Damascus, saith the Lord, whose name is The God of hosts. 


AMOS VI. 


l The wantonness of Israel, 7 shall he plagued with desolation, 12 and their incorrigi- 

hleness. 


the ^ I>uke vi. 24, 
1 Or, are se- 


1 Woe ^ to them that ^ are at ease in Zion, and trust in 
mountain of Samaria, lohich are named ^ “ chief of the nations, cure.. 
to whom the house of Israel came ! 

2 Pass ye unto Calneh, and see; and from thence go ye 
Hamath the great; then go down to Gath of the Philistines : 
he they better than these kingdoms ? or their border greater 
than your border? 

3 Ye that ® put far away the p evil day, and cause the ^ seat of oEze'k. xu. 

violence to come near; pch. v. is. 

4 That lie upon beds of ivory, and ^ stretch themselves upon 
their couches, and eat the lambs out of the flock, and the calves 
out of the midst of the stall ; 

5 That® chant to the sound of the viol, awe? invent to them- sor,<7«avtfr. 
selves instruments of musick, like David ; 

6 That drink ^ wine in bowls, and anoint themselves with the tor, in howu 
chief ointments : but they are not grieved for the ^affliction oinneh%reach, 
Joseph. 

7 Therefore now shall they go captive with the first that go 
captive, and the banquet of them that stretched tliemselves 
shall be removed. 

8 ^The Lord God hath sworn by himself, saith the Lord 
the God of hosts, I abhor the excellency of Jacob, and hate his 
palaces: therefore w'ill I deliver up the city with all ^ that is yHeb.//w«i' 

.1 • nest thereof. 

therein. 

9 And it shall come to pass, if there remain ten men in one 
house, that they shall die. 

10 And a man’s uncle shall take him up, and he that burnetii 

him, to bring out the bones out of the house, and shall say unto 
him that is oy the sides of the house. Is there yet any with 
thee? and he shall say, No. Then shall he say, *Hold thy zch. v.is. 
tongue : for ^ we may not make mention of the name of the 
Lord. not. 

11 For, behold, the Lord commandeth, and he will smite the 
great house with ^ breaches, and the little house with clefts. ^ ^ 

12 Shall horses run upon the rock? will one plow there wdth^*”^* 

p 2 
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PERIOD SIXTH. 


[part X. 


oxen ? for ye have turned judgment into gall, and the fruit of 
righteousness into hemlock ? 

Ye which rejoice in a thing of nought, which say, Have we 13 
not taken to us horns by our own strength ? 

But, behold, I will raise up against you a nation, O house of 14 
Israel, saith the Lord the God of hosts ; and they shall afflict 
you from the entering in of Hemath unto the ^ river of the 
wilderness. 

AMOS VII. VER. 1 10. 

1 The judgments of the grasshoppers^ 4 and of the fire^ are diverted by the prayer of Amos, 
7 By the wall of a plumbline is signified the rejection of Israel. 

Thus hath the Lord God shewed unto me ; and, behold, he i 
d Or, preen formed ^ grasshoppcrs in the beginning of the shooting up of 
the latter growth ; and, lo, it was the latter growth after the 
king’s mowings. 

And it came to pass, that when they had made an end of 2 
eating the grass of the land, then I said, O Lord God, for- 
e Or, who of give, I bcseech thee : ® by whom shall Jacob arise ? for he is 

(or, for) Jacob » ^ J 

shall stand ? Small. 

The Lord repented for this : It shall not be, saith the 3 
Lord. 

Thus hath the Lord God shewed unto me : and, behold, 4 
the Lord God called to contend by fire, and it devoured the 
great deep, and did eat up a part. 

Then said I, O Lord God, cease, I beseech thee : by whom 5 
shall Jacob arise ? for he is small. 

The liORD repented for this: This also shall not be, saith 6 
the Lord God. 

Thus he shewed me : and, behold, the Lord stood upon a 7 
wall made bv a plumbline, with a plumbline in his hand. 

And the Lord said unto me, Amos, what seest thou ? And I s 
said, A plumbline. Then said the Lord, behold, I will set a 
plumbline in the midst of my people Israel : I will not again 
pass by them any more : 

And the high places of Isaac shall be desolate, and the sane- 9 
tuaiies of Israel shall be laid waste ; and I will rise against the 
house of Jeroboam with the sword. 

§ 4. History of Jonah 
JONAH I. 

^ I Jonahf sent to Nineveh, fieeth to Tarshish. 4 He is bewrayed by a tempest, 1 1 thrown 
o s<uf}(illowed by < 

tGen.x. 11 , Now the word of the Lord came unto ^ Jonah the son of i 
i2.ch.iii.2,i Amittai, saying, Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and 2 

The first mention of the prophet Jonah, in Scripture, is found in 2 Kings xiv. 25. “ Jeroboam 

restored the coast of Israel from the entering of Hamath unto the sea of the plain, according to the 
word of the Lord, which he spake by the hand of his servant Jonah, the son of Amittai, the prophet. 
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cry against it; for their wickedness is come up before me. A. c. About 

3 But Jonah rose up to flee unto Tarshish from the presence v , 

of the Lord, and went down to Joppa; and he found a ship 

^oing to Tarshish : so he paid the fare thereof, and went down 
into It, to go with them unto Tarshish from the presence of 
the Lord. 

4 But the Lord® sent out a great wind into the sea, and 

there was a mighty tempest in the sea, so that the ship ^ was dHebdhought 

5 like to be broken. Then the mariners were afraid, and cried 
every man unto his god, and cast forth the wares that were in 
the ship into the sea, to lighten it of them. But Jonah was 
gone down into the sides of the ship ; and he lay, and was 

6 fast asleep. So the shipmaster came to him, and said unto 
him. What meanest thou, O sleeper ? arise, call upon thy God, 


which was of Gath-hepher.” Bishop Lloyd fixes the date of this book nearer to the probable time 
of Jonah’s first prophecy, than other commentators have done. Archbishop Newcome places it 
between 856 and 764 — Taylor in the year 770, in the second year of Menahem,and about the 70th 
yejir of Jonah’s age. At this time, when his reputation was established by the accomplishment of 
his first prophecy, it is by many supposed that Jonah was commanded to go to Nineveh. He was 
peculiarly qualified for the performance of this commission, from being a native of Gath-hepher, in 
the tribe of Zebulun ; a town in the most remote part of that district. This province was that part 
of the district of Galilee, more particularly called Galilee of the Gentiles, on account of the great 
admixture of people who had forced themselves into the country, and had brought with them their 
various forms of worship. In the midst of these lived Jonah, who appears to have been more or less 
affected with the idolatry of this mixed multitude, and to have imbibed an idea, very prevalent 
among the Pagan nations, that particular gods presided over particular districts, or provinces. In 
conformity to this doctrine, he considers Jehovah as the local God of Judea, and in order to escape 
from his presence he “rose up to flee unto Tarshish.” And for this purpose “ he went down to 
Joppa.” At the latter place was worshipped a marine deity, Derceto, Atergatis, or Cetus, S'aXao’ffioc 
ix^V€ T^a^fieyk^riq, a sea fish of an immense size ; and Jonah, who at this time must have aposta- 
tized from the faith of the true God, would, without doubt, now commit himself to the protection of 
this idol, and we must conclude that “ when the mariners were afraid, and cried every one unto his 
god,” that they invoked this sea deity. What must have been their astonishment, then, on throwing 
Jonah overboard, to behold him swallowed up by their own god, who was thus converted into an 
unresisting instrument of punishment and preservation by the God of heaven, “ which hath made 
the sea and the dry land,” on whom the prophet in his distress had professed to believe ! But to 
give a more unequivocal and general demonstration of the weakness and helplessness of this deified 
monster of the deep, Jonah, after having passed three days and three nights in the belly of the fish, 
was brought back again to Joppa (the very place he had so lately left), and in the immediate view of 
the temple of Derceto, and in the presence of its numerous, votaries, the prophet was disgorged from 
the belly of their god ! That Jonah was ejected at Joppa seems to be confirmed by the large bones 
of such an animal being there preserved. Pliny mentions these enormous bones, and informs us 
they were brought as a great curiosity to Rome, and they were exhibited by M. Scaurus in his 
iEdileship. The ribs appeared more in height than those of an Indian elephant, and the length of 
the bones forty feet. 

The history of Jonah has been esteemed by many as merely allegorical and descriptive ; but it 
cannot for a moment be considered in this light, when it is remembered that our Lord himself refers 
to it as a type of his own imprisonment in the bosom of the earth ; and he alludes, likewise, to the 
history of Jonah as a fact, when he declares that the Ninevites repented at his preaching. Without 
this incontestible evidence, there is a reason and fitness throughout the whole relation, which w on- 
derfully prove the propriety, justice, wisdom, and power of the Supreme Being, and the object and 
design of this miracle. No punishment could have been more analogous to the offence of the pro- 
phet, and no appeal more convincing to the idolaters, of the inferiority of their powerless god. To 
this miracle may be attributed, in great measure, through the mercy of God, the successful preaching 
of Jonah to the Ninevites. 

Vide “ Observations upon some Passages of Scripture, which the enemies to Religion have thought 
most obnoxious, and attended with difficulties not to be surmounted,” by Jacob Bryant, 4to. p. 199, 
&c. &c. 
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A.c. About if so be that God will think upon us, that we perish not. And 7 

, , they said every one to his fellow, Come, and let us cast lots, 

that we may know for whose cause this evil is upon us. So 
they cast lots, and the lot fell upon Jonah. Then said they 8 
unto him, Tell us, we pray thee, for whose cause this evil is 
upon us ; What is thine occupation ? and whence comest thou ? 
what is thy country ? and of what people art thou ? And he 9 
said unto them, I am an Hebrew; and I fear the Lord, the 

God of heaven, which hath made the sea and the dry land. 

Then were the men ® exceedingly afraid, and said unto him, lo 
Why hast thou done this ? For the men knew that he fled from 
the presence of the Lord, because he had told them. 

Then said they unto him, What shall we do unto thee, that ii 
lueruf^mus ^ Calm uiito US ? for the sea ^ ^ wrought, and was 

i Or, grlV^^' tempestuous. And he said unto them, Take me up, and cast 12 
TeZptstiTuL^ me forth into the sea ; so shall the sea be calm unto you : for 

hHeb. j ^now that for my sake this great tempest is upon you. 

digged. Nevertheless the men * rowed hard to bring it to the land ; but 13 
they could not: for the sea wrought, and was tempestuous 
against them. Wherefore they cried unto the Lord, and said, 14 
We beseech thee, O Lord, we beseech thee, let us not perish 
for this man’s life, and lay not upon us innocent blood : for thou, 

O Lord, hast done as it pleased thee. So they took up Jonah, 15 
k Heb.«/ood. and cast him forth into the sea: and the sea ^ ceased from her 

raging. Then the men feared the Lord exceedingly, and 16 
fi^eTaTZcH- ^ sacrifice unto the Lord, and made vows. 

Jice unto the Now the Lord had prepared a great fish to swallow up 17 
^owedvZZt Jonah. And “ Jonah was in the ^ belly of the fish three days 
Jo.^^xvL 4 * three nights. 

Luke xi. 30. 

nHeb.6o«;e/fl. JONAH II. 


1 The prayer of Jonah. 10 He is delivered from the fish. 

Then Jonah prayed unto the Lord his God out of the fish’s 
belly, and said, 

I ° cried p by reason of mine affliction unto the Lord, and he 
heard me ; out of the belly of ^ hell cried I, and thou heardest 
my voice. 

For thou hadstcast me into the deep, in the ^ midst of the 
seas ; and the floods compassed me about : all thy billows and 
thy waves passed over me. 

Then I said, I am cast out of thy sight ; yet I will look again 
toward thy holy temple. 

The ® waters compassed me about, even to the soul : the 
depth closed me round about, the weeds were wrapped about 
my head. 

I went down to the ^ bottoms of the mountains ; the earth 
with her bars was about me for ever : yet hast 
\x Or, the pH. my life from '^corruption, O Lord my God. 


o Ps. cxx. 1. 
p Or, out of 
mine afflic- 
tion. 
q Or, the 
grave. 

r Heb. heart. 


s Ps. Ixix. I. 


t Heb. cut- 
tings off. 



PART X.] 


HISTORY OF JONAH. 


215 


7 When my soul fainted within me I remembered the Lord : 
and my prayer came in unto thee, into thine holy temple. 

8 They that observe lying vanities forsake their own mercy. 

9 But I will * sacrifice unto thee with the voice of thanks- 
giving ; I will pay that that I have vowed, y Salvation is of 
the Lord. 

10 And the Lord spake unto the fish, and it vomited out Jonah 
upon the dry land. 

JONAH III. 


A.C. About 

787. 


X Ps. 1. 14.23. 
& cxvi. 17. 
Hos. xiv. 2. 
Heb. xiii. 15. 
y Ps. iii. 8. 


1 Jonah, sent again, preacheth to the Ninevites. 5 Upon their repentance, 10 God 

repenteth. 

1 And the word of the Lord came unto Jonah the second time, 

2 saying, Arise, go unto Nineveh, that great city, and preach 

3 unto it the preaching that I bid thee. So Jonah arose, and 
went unto Nineveh, according to the word of the Lord. Now 
Nineveh was an * exceeding great city of three days’ journey. zHeb.o/God. 

4 And Jonah began to enter into the city a day’s journey, and 
he cried, and said, Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall 
be overthrown. 

5 So the people of Nineveh ® believed God, and proclaimed 
fast, and put on sackcloth, trom the greatest or them even to 32 . 

C the least of them. For word came unto the king of Nineveh, 
and he arose from his throne, and he laid his robe from him, 

7 and covered him with sackcloth, and sat in ashes. And he 
caused it to be proclaimed and ^ published through Nineveh b Heb. said. 
by the decree of the king and his ® nobles, saying, Let neither c Heb. great 
man nor beast, herd nor flock, taste any thing : let them not 

8 feed, nor drink water : but let man and beast be covered with 
sackcloth, and cry mightily unto God : yea, let them turn 
every one from his evil way, and from the violence that is in 

9 their hands. ^ Who can tell z/'God will turn and repent, and *1 Joeiii. h. 
turn away from his fierce anger, that we perish not ? 

10 And God saw their works, that they turned from their evil 
way ; and God repented of the evil, that he had said that he 
would do unto them ; and he did it not. 


JONAH iv. 

l Jonah, repining at God's mercy, 4 is reproved by the type of a gourd. 

1 But it displeased Jonah exceedingly, and he was very angry. 

2 And he prayed unto the Lord, and said, 1 pray thee, O Lord, 
was not this my saying, when I was yet in my country? There- 
fore I fled before unto Tarshish : for I knew that thou art a ech.i. 3. 
^gracious God, and merciful, slow to anger, and of great kind- fEx.xxxiv. 

3 ness, and repentest thee of the evil. Therefore now, O Lord, 5 .’ Joeiibll* 
take, I beseech thee, my life from me ; for it is better for me 

to die than to live. 

4, 5 Then said the Lord, « Doest thou well to be angry? So iZtfjan-''* 
Jonah went out of the city, and sat on the east side of the city, yry? 
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A. c. About and there made him a booth, and sat under it in the shadow, till 
V . he might see what would become of the city. And the Lord 6 

h or.pazw- Qod prepared a gourd, and made if to come up over Jonah, 
ilflei). xijka- that it might be a shadow over his head, to deliver him from 
i*Heb. re- his grief. So Jonah ^ was exceeding glad of the gourd. But 7 
^grTat^y^ God prepared a worm when the morning rose the next day, 

and it smote the gourd that it withered. And it came to pass, 8 
1 Or, eiient, when tlic sun did arise, that God prepared a ^ vehement east 


wind; and the sun beat upon the head of Jonah, that he 
fainted, and wished in himself to die, and said, It is better for 


m Or, Art 
thou greatly 
angry? 
n Or, / am 
greatly angry, 
o Or, spared. 

p Heb. was 
the son of the 
night. 


me to die than to live. And God said to Jonah, "^Doest thou g 
well to be angry for the gourd ? And he said, “ I do well to 
be angry, even unto death. Then said the Lord, Thou hast lo 
® had pity on the gourd, for the which thou hast not laboured, 
neither madest it grow; which came Pup in anight, and perished 
in a night: and should not 1 spare Nineveh, that great city, ii 
wherein are more than sixscore thousand persons that cannot 
discern between their right hand and their left hand ; and a/so 


much cattle ? 


§ 5. Death of Jeroboam the Second. 

2 KINGS XIV. VER. 28. 

784. Now the rest of the acts of Jeroboam, and all that he did, 28 
and his might, how he warred, and how he recovered Damas- 
cus, and Hamath, which belonged to Judah, for Israel, are they 
not written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of 
Israel? 


AMOS VII. VER. 10, TO THE END. 

Then Amaziah the priest of Beth-el sent to Jeroboam king lo 
of Israel, saying, Amos hath conspired against thee in the 
midst of the house of Israel : the land is not able to bear all 
his words. 

For thus Amos saith, Jeroboam shall die by the sword, li 
and Israel shall surely be led away captive out of their own 
land. 

Also Amaziah said unto Amos, O thou seer, go, flee thee 12 
away into the land of Judah, and there eat bread, and prophesy 
there : 

But prophesy not again any more at Beth-el: for it is the 13 
a Or, sane- king’s ^ chapel, and it is the ^ king’s court. 
hReh. house Then auswered Amos, and said to Amaziah, I was no pro- 14 
neither I a prophet’s son; but I 1^:05 an herdman, 
c Or, wiidjige. and a gatherer of ^ sycomore fruit : 

And the Lord took me ^ as I followed the flock, and the 15 
Lord said unto me. Go, prophesy unto my people Israel. 

Now therefore hear thou the word of the Lord: Thou 16 
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sayest, Prophesy not against Israel, and ® drop not thy word A. C. 784. 
against the house of Isaac. 

17 Therefore thus saith the Lord ; Thy wife shall be an harlot 
in the city, and thy sons and thy daughters shall fall by the 
sword, and thy land shall be divided by line ; and thou shalt 
die in a polluted land : and Israel shall surely go into captivity 
forth of his land. 


AMOS VIII. 

I By a basket of summer fruit is shewed the propinquity of Israel's end. 4 Oppression 

is reproved. 11.^ famine of ike word threatened. 

1 Thus hath the Lord God shewed unto me : and behold a 
basket of summer fruit. 

2 And he said, Amos, what seestthou? And I said, A basket 
of summer fruit. Then said the Lord unto me, The end is 
come upon my people of Israel; I will not again pass by 
them any more. 

3 And the songs of the temple ^ shall be bowlings in that day, shaii 

saith the Lord God : there shall he many dead bodies in every 
place; they shall cast forth ^ with silence. giieh. be si- 

4 Hear this, O ye that swallow up the needy, even to make 
the poor of the land to fail, 

5 Saying, When will the ^ new moon be gone, that we month. 

sell corn ? and the sabbath, that we may * set forth wdieat, i Heb. open. 
making the ephah small, and the shekel great, and ^ falsifying k Heb. per- 
the balances by deceit ? laiancefof 

6 That we may buy the poor for ^ silver, and the needy for a q 
pair of shoes ; yea, and sell the refuse of the wheat ? 

7 The Lord hath sworn by the excellency of Jacob, Surely 
I will never forget any of their works. 

8 Shall not the land tremble for this, and every one mourn 
that dwelleth therein ? and it shall rise up wholly as a flood : 
and it shall be cast out and drowned, as by the flood of 
Egypt. 

9 And it shall come to pass in that day, saith the Lord God, 
that I will cause the sun to go down at noon, and I will 
darken the earth in the clear day : 

10 And I will turn your feasts into mourning, and all your 
songs into lamentation; and I will bring up sackcloth upon 
all loins, and baldness upon every head ; and I will make it 
as the mourning of an only son, and the end thereof as a bit- 
ter day. 

II Behold, the days come, saith the Lord God, that I will send 
a famine in the land, not a famine of bread, nor a thirst for 
water, but of hearing the words of the Lord : 

12 And they shall wander from sea to sea, and from the north 
even to the east, they shall run to and fro to seek the word of 
the Lord, and shall not find it. 
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A.C. 784. In that day shall the fair virgins and young men faint for 13 
" thirst. 

They that swear by the sin of Samaria, and say, Thy god, 14 
O Dan, liveth; and. The manner of Beer-sheba liveth; even 
they shall fall, and never rise up again. 

AMOS IX. 

1 The certainty of the desolation^ 11 The restoring of the tabernacle of David. 

I saw the Lord standing upon the altar ; and he said, Smite l 
m Or, chapi- the ^ lintel of the door, that the posts may shake ; and cut 
n'ot^wound them in the head, all of them ; and I will slay the last of them 
them. sword : he that fleeth of them shall not flee away, and 

he that escapeth of them shall not be delivered. 

8 &c ® Though they dig into hell, thence shall mine hand take 2 

them ; though they climb up to heaven, thence will I bring 
them down : 

And though they hide themselves in the top of Carmel, I 3 
will search and take them out thence ; and though they be hid 
from my sight in the bottom of the sea, thence will I com- 
mand the serpent, and he shall bite them : 

And though they go into captivity before their enemies, 4 
thence will I command the sword, and it shall slay them : 
pjer.xiiv.il. and Pj will set mine eyes upon them for evil, and not for 
good. 

And the Lord God of hosts is he that toucheth the land, 5 
and it shall melt, and all that dwell therein shall mourn : and 
it shall rise up wholly like a flood ; and shall be drowned, as 

the flood of Egypt. 

TUeh^asceZ- buildetli his ^ ^ ® stories in the heaven, and hath 6 

Bions' founded his ^ troop in the earth ; he that “ calleth for the waters 
of the sea, and poureth them out upon the face of the earth: 
u ch. V. 8. Lord is his name. 

Are ye not as children of the Ethiopians unto me, O children 7 
of Israel? saith the Lord. Have not I brought up Israel out 
xjer.xivii.4. of the land of Egypt? and the ^ Philistines from Caphtor, and 
the Syrians from Kir ? 

Behold, the eyes of the Lord God are upon the sinful king- 8 
dom, and I will destroy it from oft* the face of the earth ; saving 
that I will not utterly destroy the house of Jacob, saith the 
Lord. 

Jo^r/****^ For, lo, I will command, and I will y sift the house of Israel 9 
among all nations, like as corn is sifted in a sieve, yet shall not 
z Heb. stone, the least ^ grain fall upon the earth. 

All the sinners of my people shall die by the sword, which 10 
say, The evil shall not overtake nor prevent us. 
a Acts XV. 16 . * In that day will I raise up the tabernacle of David that is ii 

b Heb. hedge, fallen, and ^ close up the breaches thereof ; and I will raise up 
or, wall. ruins, and I will build it as in the days of old : 
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] 2 That they may possess the remnant of Edom, and of all the A.c. 7»4. 
heathen, ® which are called by my name, saith the Lord that 

doeth this. name^'^ 

13 Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that the plowman caiud, 
shall overtake the reaper, and the treader of grapes him that 

soweth seed ; ® and the mountains shall drop ^sweet wine, and d Heb. draw- 
all the hills shall melt. ^ ^ ^ jg. 

14 And I will bring again the captivity of my people of Israel, 
and they shall build the waste cities, and inhabit them ; and 
they shall plant vineyards, and drink the wine thereof; they 
shall also make gardens, and eat the fruit of them. 

15 And I will plant them upon their land, and they shall no more 
be pulled up out of their land which I have given them, saith 
the Lord thy God. 

2 KINGS XIV. VER. 29- 

29 And Jeroboam slept with his fathers, even with the kings of 
Israel ; and Zachariah his son reigned in his stead. 

§ 6. Interregnum after the Death of Jeroboam the Second. 

HOSEA iv^\ 

1 God's judgments against the sins of the people, 6 and of the priests, 12 and against 
their idolatry, 15 Judah is exhorted to take warning by Israels calamity. 

1 Hear the word of the Lord, ye children of Israel : for the 776 . 
Lord hath a ^controversy with the inhabitants of the land, a Mic.vi. 2 . 
because there is no truth, nor mercy, nor knowledge of God in 

the land. 

2 By swearing, and lying, and killing, and stealing, and 
committing adultery, they break out, and ^ blood toucheth 
blood. 

3 Therefore shall the land mourn, and every one that dwelleth 
therein shall languish, with the beasts of the field, and with the 
fowls of heaven ; yea, the fishes of the sea also shall be taken 
away. 

4 Vet let no man strive, nor reprove another: for thy people 
are as they that strive with the priest. 

5 Therefore shalt thou fall in the day, and the prophet also 
shall fall with thee in the night, and I will ® destroy thy ® 
mother. 

6 My people are ‘^destroyed for lack of knowledge: because d Heb. 
thou hast rejected knowledge, I will also reject thee, that thou 
shalt be no priest to me : seeing thou hast forgotten the law 

of thy God, I will also forget thy children. 


The fourth chapter of Hosea contains a description of the violence, idolatry, and disorder, 
which existed in Israel during the interregnum between the death of Jeroboam and the accession 
of Zachariah. A civil war raged in the country, and a general and increasing corruption of man- 
ners characterized the apostate tribes. The chapter is inserted here on the joint authorities of Dr. 
Wells and Taylor. 
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A.C. 776. 


e Heb. lift up 
their soul to 
their iniquity. 
f Is. xxiv. 2. 

g Heb. visit 
upon. 

b Heb. cause 
ui return. 


i Or, Shall I 
not, %c. 


k Or, he 
punished. 


] 1 Kin. xii. 
29. 


As they were increased, so they sinned against me : therefore 7 
will I change their glory into shame. 

They eat up the sin of my people, and they ® set their heart 8 
on their iniquity. 

And there shall be, ^like people, like priest: and I will g 
^ punish them for their ways, and ^ reward them their doings. 

For they shall eat, and not have enough : they shall commit 10 
whoredom, and shall not increase : because they have left olf to 
take heed to the Lord. 

Whoredom and wine and new wine take away the heart. ll 

My people ask counsel at their stocks, and their staff 12 
declaretn unto them : for the spirit of whoredoms hath caused 
them to err, and they have gone a whoring from under their 
God. 

They sacrifice upon the tops of the mountains, and burn 13 
incense upon the hills, under oaks and poplars and elms, 
because the shadow thereof is good : therefore your daughters 
shall commit whoredom, and your spouses shall commit 
adultery. 

* I will not punish your daughters when they commit 14 
whoredom, nor your spouses when they commit adultery : for 
themselves are separated with whores, and they sacrifice with 
harlots: therefore the people that doth not understand shall 
^falL 

Though thou, Israel, play the harlot, yet let not Judah 15 
offend; and come not ye unto Gilgal, neither go ye up to 
^ Beth-aven, nor swear. The Lord liveth. 

For Israel slideth back as a backsliding heifer : now the 16 
Lord will feed them as a lamb in a large place. 

Ephraim <5 joined to idols: let him alone. 17 

Their drink ™ is sour : they have committed whoredom con- 18 
tinually : her " rulers with shame do love. Give ye. 

The wind hath bound her up in her wings, and they shall be 19 
ashamed because of their sacrifices. 


§ 7. Reign of Zachariah, 

2 KINGS XV. VER. 8 — 12. 

773. In the thirty and eighth year of Azariah king of Judah did 8 
Zachariah the son of Jeroboam reign over Israel in Samaria six 
months. And he did that which was evil in the sight of the 9 
Lord, as his fathers had done : he departed not from the sins 
of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who made Israel to sin. And lo 
Shallum the son of Jabesh conspired against him, and smote 
him before the people, and slew him, and reigned in his stead. 
And the rest of the acts of Zachariah, behold, they are written 1 1 
in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel. This was 12 
ach. x. 30. a the word of the Lord which he spake unto Jehu, saying, 
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Thy sons shall sit on the throne of Israel unto the fourth A.c. 773. 
generation. And so it came to pass. ' '' ' 

§ 8. Reign of Shallum. 

2 KINGS XV. VER. 13, 14, 15. 

13 Shallum the son of Jabesh began to reign in the nine and 772. 
thirtieth year of ^ Uzziah king of Judah; and he reigned ^ a aMatt.i.8,9, 

14 full month in Samaria. For Menahem the son of Gadi went 
up from Tirzah, and came to Samaria, and smote Shallum the ^ 

son of Jabesh in Samaria, and slew him, and reigned in his ^^onthofdays. 

1 5 stead. And the rest of the acts of Shallum, and his conspiracy 
which he made, behold, they are written in the book of the 
chronicles of the kings of Israel. 

§ 9. Reign of Menahem, 

2 KINGS XV. VER. 16 — 22. 

16 Then Menahem smote Tiphsah, and all that were therein, 
and the coasts thereof from Tirzah : because they opened not 
to him, therefore he smote it ; and all the women that were 

17 therein that were with child he ripped up. In the nine and 
thirtieth year of Azariah king of Judah began Menahem the 
son of Gadi to reign over Israel, and reigned ten years in 

18 Samaria. And he did that xohich evil in the sight of the 
Lord : he departed not all his days from the sins of Jeroboam 

19 the son of Nebat, who made Israel to sin. And ^ Pul the king ^ ^ 26. 

of Assyria came against the land : and Menahem gave Pul a 
thousand talents of silver, that his hand might be with him to 

20 confirm the kingdom in his hand. And Menahem ^ exacted the Heb. caused 
money of Israel, even of all the mighty men of wealth, of each 

man fifty shekels of silver, to give to the king of Assyria. 

So the king of Assyria turned back, and stayed not there in 
the land. 

21 And the rest of the acts of Menahem, and all that he did, are 
they not written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of 

22 Israel ? And Menahem slept with his fathers ; and Pekahiah 
his son reigned in his stead. 

§ 10. Reign of Pekahiah. 

2 KINGS XV. VER. 23 — 26. 

23 In the fiftieth year of Azariah king of Judah Pekahiah the 
son of Menahem began to reign over Israel in Samaria, and 

24 reigned two years. And he did that which was evil in the sight 
of the Lord : he departed not from the sins of Jeroboam the 

25 son of Nebat, who made Israel to sin. But Pekah the son of 769. 
Remaliah, a captain of his, conspired against him, and smote 

him in Samaria, in the palace of the king’s house, with Argob 
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A.c. 759. and Arieh, and with him fifty men of the Gileadites ; and he 

killed him, and reigned in his room. And the rest of the acts 26 
of Pekahiah, and all that he did, behold, they are written in the 
book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel. 

PART XL 

PORTION I. 

Reign of Jotham^ 16 Years — 758 to 742. 

2 KINGS XV. VER. 32. 

In the second year of Pekali the son of Remaliah king of 32 
a2Chr.xxvii. Israel began ^Jotham the son of Uzziah king of Judah to 
reign. 

2 CHRONICLES XXVII. VER. 1, 2. 

32 ^ Jotham ^ was twenty and five years old when he began to l 

reign, and he reigned sixteen years in Jerusalem. His mother’s 
name also was Jerushah, the daughter of Zadok. And he did 2 
that which nms right in the sight of the Lord, according to all 
that his father Uzziah did: howbeit he entered not into the 
temple of the Lord. And the people did yet corruptly. 

2 KINGS XV. PART OF VER. 35. 

Howbeit the high places were not removed: the people sacri- 35 
ficed and burned incense still in the high places. 


1 Micah sheweth the wrath of God against Jacob for idolatry. 10 He exhorteth to 

mourning. 

753. The word of the Lord that came to Micah the Moras- i 
thite in the days of Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of 
Judah, which he saw concerning Samaria and Jerusalem. 

25 I. Micah, the third of the minor prophets, according to the arrangement in the Hebrew and all 
modern copies, as well as in the Septuagint, was a native of Morasthi, a small town in the southern 
part of the territory of Judah ; and, as we learn from the commencement of his predictions, pro- 
phesied in the reigns of Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of that country; consequently he was 
contemporary with Isaiah, Joel, Hosea, and Amos. 

II. The people of Judah and Israel being very profane and impenitent in the days of Isaiah, (in 
consequence of which the Assyrian captivity was then hastening upon Israel, and the Chaldean not 
long after fell upon Judah), the prophet Micah was raised up to second Isaiah, and to confirm his 
predictions against the Jews and Israelites, whom he invited to repentance, both by threatened 
judgments, and by promised mercies. 

III. These two chapters were delivered before the destruction of Samaria, which is predicted 
(chap. i. 6 ), in the reign of Jotham. Dr. Wells differs from Taylor and Lightfoot, and places the 
first chapter in this reign : he refers the second to the reign of Ahaz. There does not, however, 
appear suflScient grounds for his conjecture. The first chapter denounces the judgments of God 
upon Judah and Israel ; the second is an uninterrupted continuation of the address to these nations, 
and specifies those sins for which punishment was threatened. 

IV. The book of Micah, the contemporary of Isaiah, contains a summary of the prophecies 
delivered by the latter concerning the Messiah and the final return of the Jews, which are thus 
translated and arranged by Dr. Hales : — 
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2 ® Hear, all ye people ; ^ hearken, O earth, and ® all that A.c. 763. 

therein is: ana let the Lord God be witness against you, the c nebl ' h ^ 
Lord from his holy temple. 

d Deut.xxxii. 1. Is. i. 2. e Heb. the fulnets thereof. 

Chap. V. 2. “ And art thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, little to be [esteemed] 

Among the thousands of Judah ? 

From thee shall issue [the leader,] 

Who shall rule my people^ the Israel [of God]. 

II. (But his issuings are from o/rf, 

From days of eternity.) 

III. 3. Therefore he will give them up [for a season] 

Until the time that she which shall bear 

Have borne : Then shall return 

The residue of thy brethren [the Jews] 

Along with the outcasts of Israel. 

IV. 4. And he shall stand and guide them, 

In the strength of THE LORD, 

In the majesty of THE name of THE Lord his God. 

And when they return, He shall be magnified 
Unto the ends of the earth, 

And He shall be their peace.’’ 

This prophecy,” Dr. Hales remarks, “ consists of four parts, 1. The human birth-place of 
Christ. 2. His eternal generation. 3. His temporary desertion of the Jews, until his miraculous 
birth of the Virgin ; after which they are to return with the true Israelites. 4. His spiritual and 
universal dominion.” 

The application of the first part of this prophecy was decided at the time of ouR Saviour’s birth, 
by the most respectable Jewish synod that ever sate, coiivened by Herod, to determine from prophecy 
the birth-place of the Messiah, which they agreed to be Bethlehem, upon the authority of Micah, 
which they cited. Their citation of the first part only is given by the evangelist Matthew, in an 
improved translation of the original, greatly superior to any of the ancient versions. 

Matt. ii. 6. “ And thou, Bethlehem, territory of Judah, 

Art by no means least among the captains of Judah ; 

From thee shall issue the leader, 

Who shall guide my people, the Israel [of God.]” 

1. Here the evangelist has removed the ambiguity of the question proposed by the prophet, by 
supplying the answer in the negative. As in Nathan’s prophecy, “ Shalt thou build me an house ?’* 
(2 Sam, vii. 5.) the parallel passage answers in the negative, “ Thou shalt not build me an house,'* 
(1 Chron. xvii. 4.) 

2. He has supplied a chasm in the Masorete text of "t'33, Nagid, an usual epithet of the Messiah 
(1 Chron. v. 2. Isa. Iv. 4. Dan. ix. 25.) usually rendered 'Ry ovfjiEvoi;, “ leader," by the Septuagint, 
and retained here by the evangelist, as a necessary distinction of his character, as supreme com- 
mander, from ” the captains of thousands," styled 'Hyc/xdo-i, judiciously substituted for the thousands 
themselves in Micah, to mark the analogy more correctly. 

3. He has also determined the pastoral nature of the Messiah’s “ rule” by the verb TTotpavtl, 
“ shall guide as a shepherd," afterwards intimated by Micah, nym Kai Troipavd, as there rendered 
by the Septuagint. For He is ” the shepherd of Israel," (Gen. xlix. 24. Psalm Ixxx. 1.) “ the chief 
shepherd," (1 Pet. v. 4.) and “ the good shepherd," (John x. 14.) who appointed his apostles to 

guide and his sheep," (John xxi. 16.) 

4. The human birth of the Messiah is carefully distinguished by Micah from his eternal genera- 
tion, in the parenthetical clause, which strongly resembles the account of the primeval birth of 
Wisdom, (Prov. viii. 22 — 25.) 

6. The blessed virgin of Isaiah’s former prophecy (vii. 14.) is evidently alluded to by Micah, and 
also the return of the remnant of the Jews (Is. x. 20, 21.) and of the final joeace of his kingdom (Isa. 
ix. 6, 7*) 

This prophecy of Micah is perhaps the most important single prophecy in the Old Testament, and 
the most comprehensive, respecting the personal character of the Messiah, and his successive 
manifestation to the world. It crowns the whole chain of prophecies descriptive of the several 
limitations of the blessed seed of the woman to the line of Shem, to the family of Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob, to the tribe of Judah, and to the royal house of David, here terminating in his birth at 
Bethlehem, “ the city of David.” It carefully di.stinguishes his human nativity from his eternal 
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f Is. xxvi. 21. 
g Ps. cxv. 3. 
h Deut.xxxii. 
13. & xxxiii. 
29. 

i Ps. xcvii. 5. 
j Heb. a de- 
scent. 


kHeb. daugh- 
ters of the owl. 
1 Or, she is 
grievously 
sick of her 
wounds. 
in 2 Sam. i. 
20 . 

n That is, 
Dust. 

o Jer. vi. 26. 
p Or, thou that 
dwellest 
fairly. 
q Heb. inha- 
bitress. 
r Or, the coun- 
try of flocks. 
s Or, a place 


For, behold, ^the Lord cometh forth out of his place, « and 3 
will come down, and tread upon the ^ high places of the 
earth. 

And Uhe mountains shall be molten under him, and the 4 
valleys shall be cleft, as wax before the fire, and as the waters 
that are poured down j a steep place. 

For the transgression of Jacob is all this, and for the sins of 5 
the house of Israel. What is the transgression of Jacob ? is it 
not Samaria? and what are the high places of Judah ? are they 
not Jerusalem ? 

Therefore I will make Samaria as an heap of the field, and 6 
as plantings of a vineyard : and I will pour down the stones 
thereof into the valley, and I will discover the foundations 
thereof. 

And all the graven images thereof shall be beaten to pieces, 7 
and all the hires thereof shall be burned with the fire, and all 
the idols thereof will I lay desolate : for she gathered it of 
the hire of an harlot, and they shall return to the hire of an 
harlot. 

Therefore I will wail and howl, I will go stripped and naked : 8 
I will make a wailing like the dragons, and mourning as the 
^ owls. 

For ^her wound is incurable ; for it is come unto Judah; he 9 
is come unto the gate of my people, even to Jerusalem. 

"^Declare ye it not at Gath, weep ye not at all: in the house lo 
of ” Aphrah ® roll thyself in the dust. 

Pass ye away, p thou ^inhabitant of Saphir, having thyii 
shame naked : the inhabitant of Zaanan came not forth in 
the mourning of ® Beth-ezel ; he shall receive of you his 
standing. 

For the inhabitant of Maroth ^ waited carefully for good : 12 
but evil came down from the Lord unto the gate of .leru- 


O thou inhabitant of Lachish, bind the chariot to the swift 13 
beast: she is the beginning of the sin to the daughter of Zion: 
for the transgressions of Israel were found in thee. 

Therefore shalt thou give presents ^ to Moresheth-gath : the 14 
^ houses of ^ Achzib shall he a lie to the kings of Israel. 
yOr thegiory ^ bring ail heir unto thee, O inhabitant of Mare- 15 

IfUraeuhait shah *. ^ he shall come unto Adullam the glory of Israel. 

TiTxxii. 12 . Make thee ^ bald, and poll thee for thy delicate children : 16 


grieved. 


u Or for. 


generation ; foretels the rejection of the Israelites and Jews for a season ; their final restoration, and 
the universal peace destined to prevail throughout the earth in the Regeneration. It forms, there- 
fore, the basis of the New Testament, which begins with his human birth at Bethlehem, the mira- 
culous circumstances of which are recorded in the introductions of Matthew’s and Luke’s Gospels ; 
his eternal generation, as the Oracle of Wisdom, in the sublime introduction of St. John’s Gospel; 
his prophetic character, and second coming, illustrated in the four Gospels and Epistles, ending with 
a prediction of the speedy approach of the latter in the Apocalypse^' (Rev. xxii. 20.) — Dr. Hales’s 
Analysis of Chronology, vol. ii. pp. 462, 463. 
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enlarge thy baldness as the eagle ; for they ar^ gone into cap- A.c. 753 . 
tivity from thee. ' ' 


MICAH II. 

I Against oppression, 4 A lamentation. 7 A reproof of injustice and idolatry. \2 A 

promise of restoring Jacob. 

1 Woe to them that devise iniquity, and work evil upon their 
beds ! when the morning is light, they practise it, because it is 
in the power of their hand. 

2 And they covet ® fields, and take them by violence ; and a is. v. s. 
houses, and take them away : so they ^oppress a man and hh^or, defraud. 
house, even a man and his heritage. 

3 Therefore thus saith the Lord ; Behold, against this family 
do I devise an evil, from which ye shall not remove your necks; 
neither shall ye go haughtily : for this time is evil. 

4 In that day shall one take up a parable against you, and 
lament ®with a doleful lamentation, and say. We be utterly c Heb. a 
spoiled : he hath changed the portion of my people : how hath ofTaminta- 
he removed it from me ! ^ turning away he hath divided our ^ 

fields. restoring. 

5 Therefore thou shalt have none that shall ® cast a cord by e Deut.xxxii. 
lot in the congregation of the Lord. 

6 Prophesy ye not^ say they to them that prophesy: they f or, Prop*?- 
shall not prophesy to them, that they shall not take shame. proph^!^^ 

7 O thou that art named the house of Jacob, is the spirit of 

the Lord ^straitened? are these his doings ? do not my words *xx ^o. 
do good to him that walketh ^ uprightly ? ^ 

8 Even ^ of late my people is risen up as an enemy: ye pullH^^f^**^' 
olF the robe "^with the garment from them that pass by securely 

as men averse from war. ni rieb. over 

9 The " women of my people have ye cast out from their plea- 
sant houses ; from their children have ye taken away my glory ” 
for ever. 

10 Arise ye, and depart; for this is not your rest : because it is 
polluted, it shall destroy you, even with a sore destruction. 

II If a man ® walking in the spirit and falsehood do lie, saying^ ^Jithi^wind 

I will prophesy unto thee of wine and of strong drink; he sh^l '^hdue ' 
even be the prophet of this people. faiseiy. 

12 I will surely assemble, O Jacob, all of thee; I will surely 
gather the remnant of Israel ; I will put them together as the 
sheep of Bozrah, as the flock in the midst of their fold : they 
shall make great noise by reason of the multitude of men. 

13 The brewer is come up before them : they have broken up, 
and have passed through the gate, and are gone out by it : and 
their king shall pass before them, and the Lord on the head 
of them. 


VOL. n 
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A.c. 753. He built the high gate of the house of the Lord, and on 3 
p Or, the ' the wall of P Ophel lie built much. Moreover he built cities in 4 
tower. mountains of Judah, and in the forests he built castles and 

towers. 

He fought also with the king of the Ammonites, and pre- 5 
vailed against them. And the children of Ammon gave him 
the same year an hundred talents of silver, and ten thousand 
q Hei). Thie. moasiires of wheat, and ten thousand of barley. ^ So much 
did the children of Ammon pay unto him, both the second 
year, and the third. So Jotham became mighty, because he 6 
ror, M/a- ’’prepared his ways before the Lord his God. 
bhehed. the rest of the acts of Jotham, and all his wars, and his 7 

ways, lo, they are written in the book of the kings of Israel 
and Judah. He was five and twenty years old when he began 8 
to reign, and reigned sixteen years in Jerusalem. 

742. And Jotham slept with his fathers, and they buried him in 9 
the city of David : and Ahaz his son reigned in his stead. 


2 KINGS XV. VER. 37. 

At the end In those days the Lord began to send against Judah Rezin 37 
reign. “ the king of Syria, and Pekah the son of Remaliah. 

2 KINGS XV. VER. 33, 34. PART OF VER. 35, 36. 38. 

Five and tw'enty years old was he when he began to reign, and he reigned six- 33 
teen years in Jerusalem. And his mother’s name was Jerusha, the daughter of 
Zadok. And he did that which was right in the sight of the Lord : he did accord- 34 
ing to all that his father Uzziah had done. He built the higher gate of the house 35 
of the Lord. 

Now the rest of the acts of Jotham, and all that he did, are they not written in 36 
the book of the chronicles of the kings of Judah ? And Jotham slept with his 38 
fathers, and was buried with his fathers in the city of David his father: and Ahaz 
his son reigned in his stead. 


PART XL 

PORTION II. 

Events in the Kingdom of Israel^ contemporary with the Reign of 
Jotham King of Judah, 

Reign of Pekah, 

2 KINGS XV. VER. 27j 28, 29. 

758. In the two and fiftieth year of Azariah king of Judah Pekah 27 
the son of Remaliah began to reign over Israel in Samaria, 
and reigned twenty years. And he did that which was evil in 28 
the sight of the Lord : he departed not from the sins of Jero- 
boam the son of Nebat, who made Israel to sin. In the days 29 
of Pekah king of Israel came Tiglath-pileser king of Assyria, 
and took Ijon, and Abel-bethmaachah, and Janoah, and Kedesh, 
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and Hazor, and Gilead, and Galilee, all the land of Naphtali, A.c. 758. 
and carried them captive to Assyria. 


PART XII. 

PORTION I. 

Reign of Ahaz^ 16 Years— from 742 to 726. 

§ 1 . Character of Akaz, 

2 KINGS XVI. VER. 1 — 4. 

1 In the seventeenth year of Pekah the son of Remaliah ® Ahaz ^ ^ ^7^2. 

2 the son of Jotham king of Judah began to reign. Twenty years xxviii. i.&r. 
old was Ahaz when he began to reign, and reigned sixteen 

years in Jerusalem, and did not that which was right in the sight 

3 of the Lord his God, like David his father. But he walked 
in the way of the kings of Israel, yea, and made his son to pass 
through the fire, according to the abominations of the heathen, 
whom the Lord cast out from before the children of Israel. 

4 And he sacrificed and burnt incense in the high places, and on 
the hills, and under every green tree. 

§ 2. Invasion of Rezin and Pekah. 

2 KINGS XVI. VER. 5. 

5 ^ Then Rezin king of Syria and Pekah son of Remaliah king a u. vii. i. 
of Israel came up to Jerusalem to war: and they besieged 
Ahaz, but could not overcome him. 

ISAIAH VII. 


1 And it came to pass in the days of ^ Ahaz the son of Jo- b2Kin. xvi. 
tham, the son of Uzziah, king of Judah, that Rezin the king 

of Syria, and Pekah the son of Remaliah, king of Israel, went 
up toward Jerusalem to war against it, but could not prevail 

2 against it. And it was told the house of David, saying, Syria 

^ is confederate with Ephraim. And his heart was moved, and cueb.resteth 
the heart of his people, as the trees of the wood are moved with ^ 

3 the wind. Then said the Lord unto Isaiah, Go forth now to 


meet Ahaz, thou, and ^ Shear-jashub thy son, at the end of the dThatis, ta* 
® conduit of the upper pool in the ^highway of the fuller’s field y return. 
and say unto him, xviih^r; 

4 Take heed, and be quiet ; fear not, ^ neither be fainthearted ^ or, cautey- 
for the two tails of these smoking firebrands, for the fierce g Heb. ut not 
anger of Rezin with Syria, and of the son of Remaliah. 

5 Because Syria, Ephraim, and the son of Remaliah, have 
taken evil counsel against thee, saying, 

6 Let us go up against Judah, and ^ vex it, and let us make a h Or, waken. 


The date and place of these chapters of Isaiah are assigned in the sacred text. Compare 
2 Kings xvi. 5. with Isaiah vii. 1. 
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i Heb. from 
a people. 

j Or, Do ye 
not believe ? 
it is hecnnse 
ye are not 
eta hie. 
kHeb And 
the LORD 
added to 
epeak. 

1 Or, make 
thy petition 
deep. 

m Mntt.i. 23 
J.uke i. SI. 


breach therein for us, and set a king in the midst of it, even the 
son of Tabeal : 

Thus saith the Lord God, It shall not stand, neither shall 7 
it come to pass. 

For the head of Syria h Damascus, and the head of Damas- 8 
cus is Rezin ; and within threescore and five years shall 
Ephraim be broken, ^ that it be not a people. 

And the head of Ephraim is Samaria, and the head of Sa- 9 
maria is Remaliah’s son. ^ If ye will not believe, surely ye 
shall not be established. 

^ Moreover the Lord spake again unto Ahaz, saying, 10 

Ask thee a sign of the Lord thy God ; ^ask it either in the 11 
depth, or in the height above. 

But Ahaz said, I will not ask, neither will I tempt the Lord. 12 

And he said, Hear ye now, O house of David; Is it a small 13 
thing for you to weary men, but will ye weary my God also ? 

Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign ; ^ Be- 14 


In this and the following verses are contained the most undoubted and clear predictions of the 
birth of the Messiah, and as such it is alluded to by the inspired evangelist, Matt. i. 23. There is 
great difficulty in apprehending how the birth of this child Emmanuel could be a sign to Ahaz, who 
died several hundred years before our Saviour was born. Ahaz, at the time this prophecy was 
given, was besieged in Jerusalem by the two kings, Rezin and Pekah, who confederated together in 
the hopes of taking that city, and of destroying Ahaz, and the family of David. But God, who had 
always, for the sake of his servant David, expressed mercy and favour for this house, sent his pro- 
phet to encourage Ahaz, and to assure him that the designs of his enemies should not stand nor 
come to pass, and that “ within threescore and five years, Ephraim shall be broken.” He adds, that 
if the king will not believe this prediction, he “shall not be established.” To confirm his faith, 
Isaiah offers Ahaz any sign that will best satisfy him out of the whole compass of nature ; which the 
king refusing, the prophet immediately addresses the house of David, and declares that God him- 
self will give them a sign ; “ Behold a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and before the child 
shall know to refuse the evil, and choose the good, the land that thou abhorrest shall be forsaken of 
both her kings.” It is generally supposed by commentators, that Ahaz received a sign with this 
prediction : and that the sign given to him, and the original and primary meaning of the prophecy 
was ; that Isaiah should marry a young woman, then a virgin, and that within the time that she 
should conceive, and bring forth a child, and before that child should arrive at such an age as to be 
able to distinguish between good and evil, (viii. 4.) the enemies of Judah should be destroyed. 
Immediately after this, Isaiah takes a wife; and before Maher-shalal-hash-baz, the fruit of that 
marriage, could discern between evil and good, both these kings were slain ; Rezin in the third year 
of Ahaz, and Pekah the next year after. And, according to the word of the prophet, (v. 7 *) these 
two kings, failing in their design, were obliged to raise the siege and return home. 

But this prophecy is introduced in so solemn a manner ; the sign is .so marked and peculiar, 
chosen by God himself; the name of the child so expressive, that it must have raised hopes far 
beyond what the present occasion suggested r and, in its higher signification, must have been sup- 
posed to describe the great Deliverer, who was to spring from the house of David. The further 
accomplishment of this prophecy, therefore, must have reference to the birth of the Great Immanuel. 
Ahaz is told, if “ ye believe not, ye shall not be established,” (v. 9.) that is, unless ye believe this 
prophecy of the destruction of Israel, ye Jews, also, as well as the people of Ephraim, shall be 
destroyed. Accordingly, we read that Ephraim was taken captive by Esarhaddon, for the third 
time, exactly sixty-five years from the beginning of the reign of Ahaz. This king carried all the 
remnant of the ten tribes of Israel, who had revolted from the house of David, into Babylon and 
Syria ; and they were now brought to full and utter destruction, and never after recovered them- 
selves. After Esarhaddbn had possessed himself of the land of Israel, he sent his army into 
Judea; where Manasseh was vanquished, taken prisoner, and conveyed in chains to Babylon, 
the same year, (2 Chron. xxxiii. 11.) The near connexion of these two facts makes the prediction 
of the one naturally cohere with the prediction of the other ; and the words are well suited to this 
event in the history of the people of Judah. 

But the full accomplishment of this prophecy could not take place till Immanuel was born 
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hold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and " shall call his ^.c. 742. 
name Immanuel. n Or, thou, O 

15 Butter and honey shall he eat, that he may know to refuse 
the evil, and choose the good. 

16 For before the child shall know to refuse the evil, and choose 
the good, the land that thou abhorrest shall be forsaken of both 
her kings. 

17 The Lord shall bring upon thee, and upon thy people, and 
upon thy father’s house, days that have not come, from the day 
that Ephraim departed from Judah ; even the king of Assyria. 

18 And it shall come to pass in that day, that the Lord shall 
hiss for the fly that is in the uttermost part of the rivers of 
Egypt, and for the bee that is in the land of Assyria. 

19 And they shall come, and shall rest all of them in the deso- 
late valleys, and in the holes of the rocks, and upon all thorns, 

and upon all ® bushes. m?ndab^' 

20 In the same day shall the Lord shave with a razor that is tree*. 

hired, namely^ by them beyond the river, by the king of ’ 

Assyria, the head, and the hair of the feet : and it shall also 
consume the beard. 

21 And it shall come to pass in that day, that a man shall 
nourish a young cow, and two sheep : 

22 And it shall come to pass, for the abundance of milk that they 
shall give that he shall eat butter : for butter and honey shall 
every one eat that is left i' in the land. 

23 And it shall come to pass in that day, that every place shall land. 
be, where there were a thousand vines at a thousand silverlings, 

it shall even be for briers and thorns. 

24 With arrows and with bows shall men come thither ; because 
all the land shall become briers and thorns. 

25 And on all hills that shall be digged with the mattock, there 
shall not come thither the fear of briers and thorns : but it shall be 
for the sending forth of oxen, and for the treading of lesser cattle. 

ISAIAH VIII. 

1 In Maher-shalal-hash-haz, he prophesieth that Syria and Israel shall be subdued by 
Assyria. 5 Judah likewise for their infidelity. 9 God’s judgments shall be unre~ 
sistible. 11 Comfort shall be to them that fear God. 19 Great afflictions to idolaters. 

1 Moreover the Lord said unto me. Take thee a great roll, 

when both these monarchies were brought to an end. The kingdom of Judah, which at that time 
extended over the dominions of both nations, was destroyed in the second year of our Lord’s age, 
by the death of Herod the Great. Ten years after, Judea was reduced to the form of a Roman 
province : in the mean while, it was governed by Archelaus with the title of Ethnarch, who was a 
mere vassal of the emperor, and to whom he assigned only half his father’s dominions. 

By referring to the two next sections, it will be seen that after this sign was given, Ahaz sustained 
the greatest defeat ever experienced by a king of Judah ; which must be considered as a punish- 
ment to the king for his mistrust of God’s promises, as well as for his own and the people’s idolatry. 
The faithful worshippers of Jehovah in the midst of this calamity would be comforted by the pre- 
diction of the prophet ; which strengthened their expectation of the future Saviour, and at the same 
time convinced them that their kingdom should last till his birth. — Vide Lowth’s notes to Isaiah, 
4to. edit. p. 62 ; Prideaux, Connect, vol. i, p. 5 ; Horsley’s Biblical Criticisms, vol. ii. p. 46, &c. 
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A,C. 742 . 

q Heb. in 
making speed 
to the spoil he 
hasteneth the 
prey, or, make 
speed, Sgc. 
r Heb. ap~ 
proached 
unto. 

8 Or, he that 
is before the 
king of Assy- 
ria shall take 
away the 
riches, ^c. 


t Heb. the 
fulness of the 
breadth of thy 
land shall be 
the stretchings 
out of his 
wings. 
u Or, yet. 


X Heb. in 
strenqth of 
hand. 


y ch. xxviii, 
16. Luke ii. 
34. Rom. ix. 
33. 1 Pet.ii.s. 

z Matt. xxi. 
44. Luke XX. 
18 . 


and write in it with a man’s pen concerning ^ Maher-shalal- 
hash-baz. And I took unto me faithful witnesses to record, 2 
Uriah the priest, and Zechariah the son of Jeberechiah. And 3 
I ^ went unto the prophetess ; and she conceived, and bare a 
son. Then said the Lord tome. Call his name Maher-shalal- 
hash-baz. For before the child shall have knowledge to cry, 4 
My father, and my mother, ® the riches of Damascus and the 
spoil of Samaria shall be taken away before the king of Assyria. 

The Lord spake also unto me again, saying, 5 

Forasmuch as this people refiiseth the waters of Shiloah that 6 
go softly, and rejoice in Rezin and Remaliah’s son ; 

Now therefore, behold, the Lord bringeth up upon them 7 
the waters of the river, strong and many, even the king of 
Assyria, and all his glory : and he shall come up over all his 
channels, and go over all his banks : 

And he shall pass through Judah ; he shall overflow and 8 
go over, he shall reach even to the neck ; and * the stretch- 
ing out of his wings shall fill the breadth of thy land, O Im- 
manuel. 

Associate yourselves, O ye people, “ and ye shall be broken 9 
in pieces ; and give ear, all ye of far countries : gird yourselves, 
and ye shall be broken in pieces ; gird yourselves, and ye shall 
be buoken in pieces. 

Take counsel together, and it shall come to nought ; speak 10 
the word, and it shall not stand: for God is with us. 

For the Lord spake thus to me * with a strong hand, and 11 
instructed me that I should not walk in the way of this people, 
saying. 

Say ye not, A confederacy, to all them to whom this people 12 
shall say, A confederacy ; neither fear ye their fear, nor be 
afraid. 

Sanctify the Lord of hosts himself; and let him be your fear, 13 
and let him be your dread. 

And he shall be for a sanctuary: but for ^a stone of 14 
stumbling and for a rock of ofience to both the houses of 
Israel, for a gin and for a snare to the inhabitants of Jerusalem. 

And many among them shall ^stumble, and fall, and be 15 
broken, and be snared, and be taken. 


Bind up the testimony, seal the law among my disciples. 16 

And I will wait upon the Lord, that liideth his face from 17 
the house of Jacob, and I will look for him. 

Behold, I and the children whom the Lord hath given me I8 
are for signs and for wonders in Israel from the Lord of hosts, 
which dwelleth in mount Zion. 

And when they shall say unto you. Seek unto them that 19 
have familiar spirits, and unto wizards that peep, and that 
mutter : should not a people seek unto their God ? for the 
living to the dead ? 
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20 ® To the law and to the testimony : if they speak not accord- A.c. 742. 

ing to this word, it is because there is ** no light in them. a Luke xvi. 

21 And they shall pass through it, hardly bestead and hungry: ^^Heb. «o 
and it shall come to pass, that when they shall be hungry, they coming. 
shall fret themselves, and curse their king and their God, and 

look upward. 

22 And they shall look unto the earth ; and behold trouble and 
darkness, dimness of anguish; and they shall be driven to 
darkness. 


ISAIAH IX. 


1 What joy shall he in the midst of afflictions, hy the kingdom and birth of Christ. 

8 The judgments upon Israel for their pride, 13 for their hypocrisy, 18 and for their 
impenitency. 

1 Nevertheless the dimness shall not he such as was in her 
vexation, when at the first he lightly afflicted the land of Zebu- 
lun and the land of Naphtali, and afterward did more grievously 
afflict her hy the way of the sea, beyond Jordan, in Galilee ‘^of 
the nations. 

2 ^ The people that walked in darkness have seen a great light : d Matt.iv.ie. 
they that dwell in the land of the shadow of death, upon them 

hath the light shined. 

3 Thou hast multiplied the nation, and ® not increased tly joy: eOr, to him. 
they joy before thee according to the joy in harvest, and as 

men rejoice when they divide the spoil. 

4 ^For thou hast broken the yoke of his burden, and the staff fOr, when 

of his shoulder, the rod of his oppressor, as in the day of 
«Midian. _ _ _ 

5 ^ For every battle of the warrior is with confused noise, and 
garments rolled in blood; ^ but this shall be with burning and tieofthewar- 

^ r ^ r r rior was, ^c. 

^ fuel of nre. i or, and it 

6 For unto us a child is born, unto us a ^ son is given : and the ^ H’eb.^;,^^^ 
government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be uohniii.ie. 
called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The ever- 
lasting Father, The Prince of Peace. 

7 Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be “ 
no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to 
order it, and to establish it with judgment and with justice from 
henceforth even for ever. The "zeal of the 
will perform this. 

8 The Lord sent a word into Jacob, and it hath lighted upon 
Israel. 

9 And all the people shall know, even Ephraim and the in- 
habitant of Samaria, that say in the pride and stoutness of 
heart, 

10 The bricks are fallen down, but we will build with hewn 
stones : the sycomores are cut down, but we will change them 
into cedars. 


Lord of hosts nzKin.xii. 

Sl.ch.xxxvii. 
32 . 
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A.c. 742. Therefore the Lord shall set up the adversaries of Rezin n 
against him, and ® join his enemies together; 

The Syrians beforehand the Philistines behind; and they 12 
p Heb. wiw shall devour Israel p with open mouth. ^ For all this his anffer 

whole mouth. . , i i • i i ‘ii ® 

q ch. V. 25 . IS not turned away, but his hand is stretched out still. 

^ For the people turneth not unto him that smiteth them, 13 

neither do they seek the Lord of hosts. 

Therefore the Lord will cut off from Israel head and tail, 14 
branch and rush, in one day. 

The ancient and honourable, he is the head ; and the prophet 15 
that teacheth lies, he is the tail. 

For ^the leaders of this people cause them to err; and ^theyiQ 
biesned. that avc led of them are * destroyed. 

are called ^ Therefore the Lord shall have no joy in their young men, 17 
neither shall have mercy on their fatherless and widows : for 
every one is an hypocrite and an evildoer, and every mouth 
u Or, Sany. speak eth folly. For all this his anger is not turned away, 
but his hand is stretched out still. 

For wickedness burneth as the fire: it shall devour the briers 18 
and thorns, and shall kindle in the thickets of the forest, and 
they shall mount up like the lifting up of smoke. 

Through the wrath of the Lord of hosts is the land dark- 19 
X Heb. eiiedj^na the people shall be as the *fuel of the fire : no man 
shall spare his brother. 

y Heb. cut. And he shall ^ snatch on the right hand, and be hungry ; 20 
and he shall eat on the left hand, and they shall not be satisfied: 
they shall eat every man the flesh of his own arm : 

Manasseh, Ephraim; and Ephraim, Manasseh : and they 21 
together shall he against Judah, For all this his anger is not 
turned away, but his hand is stretched out still. 


z Or, to the 
writers that 
write griev- 
ousness. 


A ch. V. 25. 
&1JC.12. 17. 


ISAIAH X. VER. 1 4, 

The woe of tyrants. 

Woe unto them that decree unrighteous decrees, and ® that 1 
write grievousness which they have prescribed ; 

To turn aside the needy from judgment, and to take away 2 
the right from the poor of my people, that widows may be their 
prey, and that they may rob the fatherless ! 

And what will ye do in the day of visitation, and in the 3 
desolation which shall come from far ? to whom will ye flee for 
help ? and where will ye leave your glory ? 

Without me they shall bow down unaer the prisoners, and 4 
they shall fall under the slain. ^ For all this his anger is not 
turned away, but his hand is stretched out still. 
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§ 3. Isaiah's Prophecy of the Ruin of Damascus, and of the Ten 

Tribes 

ISAIAH XVII. 

I Syria and Israel are threatened. 6 A remnant shall forsake idolatry^ 9 The rest 
shall he plagued for their impiety. 12 The woe of Israels enemies. 

1 The burden of Damascus. Behold, Damascus is taken away A.c. 742 .^ 
from being a city, and it shall be a ruinous heap. 

2 The cities of Aroer are forsaken : they shall be for flocks, 
which shall lie down, and none shall make them afraid. 

3 The fortress also shall cease from Ephraim, and the king- 
dom from Damascus, and the remnant of Syria : they shall 
be as the glory of the children of Israel, saith the Lord of 
hosts. 

4 And in that day it shall come to pass, that the glory of 
Jacob shall be made thin, and the fatness of his flesh shall wax 
lean. 

5 And it shall be as when the harvestman gathereth the corn, 
and reapeth the ears with his arm ; and it shall be as he that 
gathereth ears in the valley of Rephaim. 

6 Yet gleaning grapes shall be left in it, as the shaking of an 
olive tree, two or three berries in the top of the uppermost 
bough, four or five in the outmost fruitful branches tl^reof, 
saith the Lord God of Israel. 

7 At that day shall a man look to his Maker, and his eyes shall 
have respect to the Holy One of Israel. 

8 And he shall not look to the altars, the work of his hands, 
neither shall respect that which hi^ fingers have made, either 
the groves, or the images. 

9 In that day shall his strong cities be as a forsaken bough, and 
an uppermost branch, which they left because of the children 
of Israel : and there shall be desolation. 

10 Because thou hast forgotten the God of thy salvation, and 

This prophecy was probably delivered soon after those of the seventh and eighth chapters, in 
the beginning of the reign of Ahaz ; and was fulfilled when Tiglath-pileser, after having slain Rezin 
its king in battle, took Damascus (2 Kings xvi. 9.)j reduced all that country under his dominion, 
and put an end to the kingdom of the Syrians in Damascus ; after it had lasted there for ten gene- 
rations, that is, from the time of Rezin, the son of Ehadah, who first founded it, while Solomon was 
king of Israel. After this, Tiglath-pileser marched against Pekah, and seized all that belonged to 
Israel beyond Jordan, and also all the land of Galilee, and carried a great number of the Israelites 
captives to Assyria. This prophecy was still more fully accomplished in regard to Israel, by the 
conquest of the kingdom, and the captivity of the people a few years after by Shalmaneser. 
(2 Kings xviii. 11.) — Bishop Lowth’s notes on Isaiah, 4to. edit. p. 205. Prideaux's Connection, 
vol. i. p. 6. 

Bishop Horsley observes, I think, with Casaubon, that the threatenings against the Jews in this 
chapter, though the captivity of the ten tribes might be the more immediate object, have a distant 
reference, however, to the final dispersion of the whole nation by the Romans, which seems parti- 
cularly to be the subject of the eleventh verse.” 

After the mention of this ruin of the Jewish nation, the prophet goes on to declare, that, not- 
withstanding this visitation of God’s people, the schemes of the heathen, who thought, in their 
destruction, to triumph over the true religion, would be disappointed : and the fourteenth verse gives 
the Jews hope of recovery from the calamities threatened in the eleventh. 
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[part XII. 


A.C. 742. liast not been mindful of the rock of thv strength, therefore 
shalt thou plant pleasant plants, and shalt set it with strange 
slips : 

In the day shalt thou make thy plant to grow, and in the 1 1 
morning shalt thou make thy seed to flourish : hut the harvest 
he ^ a. heap in the day of grief and of desperate sorrow. 

Woe to the ® multitude of many people, which make a noise 12 
shall be dead' like the noise of the seas ; and to the rushing of nations, that 
co7Jn^e. niake a rushing like the rushing of ^ mighty waters ! 
d Or, many. Xhe nations shall rush like the rushing of many waters : but 13 
God shall rebuke them, and they shall flee far ofl*, and shall be 
chased as the chaff of the mountains before the wind, and like 
® a rolling thing before the whirlwind. 

And behold at eveningtide trouble; and before the morning 14 
he is not. This is the portion of them that spoil us, and the 
lot of them that rob us. 


§ 4. Devastation of Judah by Pekak. 

2 CHRONICLES XXVIll. VER. 4 — 19* 

He sacrificed also and burnt incense in the high places, and 4 
on the hills, and under every green tree. Wherefore the Lord 5 
his God delivered him into the hand of the king of Syria ; and 
they smote him, and carried away a great multitude of them 
captives, and brought them to ® Damascus. And he was also 
delivered into the hand of the king of Israel, who smote him 
with a great slaughter. 

For Pekah the son of Remaliah slew in Judah an hundred 6 
bHeb.«on«o/and twenty thousand in one day, which were all ^valiant men; 
vaour. because they had forsaken the Lord God of their fathers. 

And Zichri, a mighty man of Ephraim, slew Maaseiah the 7 
king’s son, and Azrikam the governor of the house, and 
c Heb. Elkanah that was ® next to the king. And the children of 8 

king.'*" Israel carried away captive of their brethren two hundred 

thousand, women, sons, and daughters, and took also away 
much spoil from them, and brought the spoil to Samaria. But 9 
a prophet of the Lord was there, whose name was Oded: and 
he went out before the host that came to Samaria, and said unto 
them. Behold, because the Lord God of your fathers was wroth 
with Judah, he hath delivered them into your hand, and ye have 
slain them in a rage that reacheth up unto heaven. And now lo 
ye purpose to keep under the children of Judah and Jerusalem 
for bondmen and bondwomen unto you : hut are there not with 
ou, even with you, sins against the Lord your God ? Now ii 
ear me therefore, and deliver the captives again, which ye 
have taken captive of your brethren : for the fierce wrath of 
the Lord is upon you. Then certain of the heads of the 12 
children of Ephraim, Azariali the son of Johanan, Berechiah 
the son of Mesliillemoth, and Jehizkiah the son of Shallum, 


741. 


a Heb. Dar- 
metek. 
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and Amasa the son of Hadlai, stood up a^inst them that came A.c. 741. 
13 from the war, and said unto them, Ye 3iall not bring in the ' ' 

captives hither : for whereas we have offended against the Lord 
already^ ye intend to add more to our sins and to our tres- 

; ass : for our trespass is great, and there is fierce wrath against 
srael. So the armed men left the captives and the spoil 
15 before the princes and all the congregation. And the men 
which were expressed by name rose up, and took the captives, 
and with the spoil clothed all that were naked among them, 
and arrayed them, and shod them, and gave them to eat and to 
drink, and anointed them, and carried all the feeble of them 
upon asses, and brought them to Jericho, the city of palm^dDeut. 
trees, to their brethren : then they returned to Samaria. 

16 At that time did king Ahaz send unto the kings of Assyria 
17 to help him. For again the Edomites had come and smitten 
18 Judah, and carried away ® captives. The Philistines also had e Heb. o cap- 
invaded the cities of the low country, and of the south 
Judah, and had taken Beth-shemesh, and Ajalon, and Gede- 
roth, and Shocho with the villages thereof and Timnah with 
the villages thereof, Gimzo also and the villages thereof : and 
19 they dwelt there. For the Lord brought Judah low because 
of Ahaz king of Israel; for he made Judah naked, and trans- 
gressed sore against the Lord. 

OBADIAH 

1 The destruction of Edom, 3 for their pride, 10 and for their wrong unto Jacob. 

17 The salvation and victory of Jacob. 

1 The vision of Obadiah. Thus saith the Lord God concern- 740. 
ing Edom; ^ We have heard a rumour from the Lord, and an f Jer. xiix. 
ambassador is sent among the heathen. Arise ye, and let us rise 
up against her in battle. 

2 Behold, I have made thee small among the heathen : thou 
art greatly despised. 

3 The pride of thine heart hath deceived thee, thou that 
dwellest in the clefts of the rock, whose habitation is high ; 

The time when Obadiah flourished is quite uncertain. Lightfoot makes him contemporary 
with Hosea, and imagines that, as the prophecy is solely written against Edom, the Edomites 
united with Shishak king of Egypt against Jerusalem (1 Kings xiv. 25.), or with the Philistines 
and Arabians (2 Chron. xxi. 16, 17.)j or with Joash king of Israel (2 Chron. xxv. 21.) : but in all 
these expeditions we have no account whatever that the Edomites took any part. Archbishop 
Newcome supposes that Obadiah prophesied before the taking of Jerusalem and the destruction of 
Idumea by Nebuchadnezzar ; and this opinion is generally adopted. I have, however, ventured to 
place the prophecy in this place, from comparing the tenor of the prediction contained in it with 
2 Chron. xxviii. 17, where we expressly read, “for again the Edomites had come, and smitten 
Judah, and carried away captives.’’ In this passage there is an account of injuries certainly inflicted 
at a time when Judah was in the greatest distress, and brought very low. It certainly alludes to some 
predatory incursion of the Edomites alone ; apparently unconnected with the invasion of the Philis- 
tines mentioned in the following verse. And from the expression “ again the Edomites had come,” 
may be inferred, that they had often, before this attack, taken advantage of the calamities and dis- 
tresses of the land of Judah. Dupin confirms this arrangement of Obadiah’s prophecy. 
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[part XII. 


A.C. 740. that saith in his heart. Who shall bring me down to the 
ground ? 

gjer.xiix.i6. ^Though thou exalt thyself the eagle, and though thou 4 
set thy nest among the stars, thence will I bring thee down, 
saith the Lord. 

h Jer. xiix.9. If ^ thieves came to thee, if robbers by night, (how art thou 5 
cut oflF!) would they not have stolen till they had enough? if 
i or, glean- the grapegatlierers came to thee, would they not leave ‘^some 
grapes ? 

How are the things of Esau searched out ! how are his hidden 6 
things sought up ! 

All the men of thy confederacy have brought thee even to 7 
the border : ^ the men that were at peace with thee have de- 
peace. ccivcd thec, and prevailed against thee; ^ they that eat thy bread 
men o/% have laid a wound under thee : there is none understanding ^in 

bread. 

n SljaH I not in that day, saith the Lord, even destroy the 8 
wise men out of Edom, and understanding out of the mount of 
Esau ? 

And thy mighty men^ O Teman, shall be dismayed, to the 9 
end that every one of the mount of Esau may be cut off by 
slaughter, 

0 G^^-^xxvii. thy ® violence against thy brother Jacob shame shall cover lo 

XXXV. 5. thee, and thou shalt be cut off for ever. 

Amosi. 11. stoodest on the other side, in the day ii 

p Or, carried that the strangers carried away captive his forces, and 
Stones ”**** foreigners entered into his gates, and cast lots upon Jerusalem, 
even thou wast as one of them. 

q Or, do not But ^ tliou shouldest not have looked on the day of thy bro- 12 
^ ° ther in the day that he became a stranger ; neither shouldest 
thou have rejoiced over the children of Judah in the day of 
r Heb. mag- their dcstruction ; neither shouldest thou have ^ spoken proudly 
in the day of distress. 

Thou shouldest not have entered into the gate of my people 13 
in the day of their calamity ; yea, thou shouldest not have 
looked on their affliction in the day of their calamity, nor have 
z Or joreet. laid hands on their ® substance in the day of their calamity ; 

Neither shouldest thou have stood in the crossway, to cut 14 
off those of his that did escape ; neither shouldest thou have 
t Or, that up. delivered up those of his that did remain in the day of distress. 
uEzek. For the day of the Lord is near upon all the heathen : ^ as 15 
XXXV. 15. ^Yio\x hast done, it shall be done unto thee : thy reward shall 
return upon thine own head. 

For as ye have drimk upon my holy mountain, so shall all i6 
the heathen drink continually, yea, they shall drink, and they 
X Or, iup up. shall ^swallow down, and they shall be as though they had not 
been. 
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y Or, they 
that escape. 
z Or, it shall 
be holy. 


a Or, shall 
possess that 
which is in 
Seraphad. 


17 But upon mount Zion shall be y deliverance, and ^ there shall 
be holiness ; and the house of Jacob shall possess their pos- 
sessions. 

18 And the house of Jacob shall be a fire, and the house of 
Joseph a flame, and the house of Esau for stubble, and they 
shall kindle in them, and devour them; and there shall not 
be anj/ remaining of the house of Esau; for the Lord hath 
spoken it 

19 And they of the south shall possess the mount of Esau ; and 
they of the plain the Philistines : and they shall possess the 
fields of Ephraim, and the fields of Samaria : anci Benjamin 
shall possess Gilead. 

20 And the captivity of this host of the children of Israel shall 
possess that of the Canaan ites, even unto Zarephath ; and the 
captivity of Jerusalem, ® which is in Sepharad, shall possess the 
cities of the south. 

21 And saviours shall come up on mount Zion to judge the 
mount of Esau ; and the kingdom shall be the Lord’s. 

ISAIAH I. VER. 2, TO THE END 

2 ^ Hear, O heavens, and give ear, O earth : for the Lord 
hath spoken, 1 have nourished and brought up children, and 
they have rebelled against me. 

3 The ox knowetli his owner, and the ass his master^s crib: ^Jer. vui. r. 
hit Israel doth not know, my people doth not consider. 

4 Ah sinful nation, a people laden wdth iniquity, a seed of 
evildoers, children that are corrupters : they have forsaken the 
Lord, they have provoked the Holy One of Israel unto anger, 
they are ' gone away backward. 

5 Why should ye be stricken any more ^ ye will ^revolt more 

and more : the whole head is sick, and the whole heart faint. crease revolt. 

6 From the sole of the foot even unto the head there is no 
soundness in it ; hut wounds, and bruises, and putrifying sores : 
they have not been closed, neither bound up, neither mollified 

with ^ ointment. s or, ou. 


At this period of the history of Judah, the land was suffering under an idolatrous king, suc- 
cessfully invading armies, captivity, and ruin. In 2 Chron. xxviii. 6. 8, 9, we read that Pekah had 
slain in Judah an hundred and twenty thousand in one day, that the children of Israel had carried 
away captive two hundred thou.sand of their women, sons, and daughters, because the Lord God 
was wroth with Judah ; that the Philistines and Edomites had alike ravaged the country, and taken 
many of their towns, (ver. 17 , 18.) The expressions, therefore, “your country is desolate,” “your 
cities burnt with fire,” describe most forcibly the ruinous condition to which Judah was now reduced ; 
and, in all probability, the prophet took advantage of the desolation that surrounded him to exhort 
the people to repentance. This chapter is an animated appeal to the Jews, both by promises and 
threatenings ; and is well calculated to arrest their attention. It is probable, on this account, that 
Ezra, when he reformed the canon of Scripture, placed this chapter first in Isaiah, considering it a 
good introduction to the whole book. Bishop Lowth supposes that it may have been delivered 
towards the end of the reign of Jotham : but there is no historical proof of the correctness of his 
supposition. He mentions the general opinion, that the chapter describes the distress in the reign of 
Ahaz, and its unsuitableness to the reigns either of Uzziah, or Jotham, who were both powerful 
princes. And on the strength of those arguments the chapter is inserted here, as being more 
descriptive of the state of Judah at this time, than at any other period of the prophet’s mission. 
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PERIOD SIXTH. 


[part XII. 


A.C. 740. 

h D«ut. 
xxviii. 51, 52. 
i Heb. as the 
overthrow of 
strangers. 


k Rom. ix 29. 
Gen. xix. 24. 


1 Heb. great 
he goats. 
m Heb. to be 


n Or, grief. 


o Prov. i. 28. 
Jer. xiv. 12. 
Micah iii. 4. 
p Heb. multi- 
ply prayer. 
q ch. lix. 3. 
r Heb. bloods. 
a I Pet.iii.il. 

t Or, righten. 


u Zech. vii. 
10 . 


X Heb. ac- 
cording to 
pureness. 


^ Your country is desolate, your cities are burned with fire : 7 

! rour land, strangers devour it in your presence, and it is deso- 
ate, ^ as overthrown by strangers. 

And the daughter of Zion is left as a cottage in a vineyard, 8 
as a lodge in a garden of cucumbers, as a besieged city. 

Except the Lord of hosts had left unto us a very small rem- 9 
nant, we should have been as ^ Sodom, and we should have 
been like unto Gomorrah. 

Hear the word of the Lord, ye rulers of Sodom ; give ear 10 
unto the law of our God, ye people of Gomorrah. 

To what purpose is the multitude of your sacrifices untoil 
me ? saith the Lord : I am full of the burnt offerings of rams, 
and the fat of fed beasts ; and I delight not in the blood of 
bullocks, or of lambs, or of ^ he goats. 

When ye come to appear before me, who hath required 12 
this at your hand, to tread my courts ? 

Bring no more vain oblations ; incense is an abomination 13 
unto me ; the new moons and sabbaths, the calling of assem- 
blies, I cannot away with ; it is ” iniquity, even the solemn 
meeting. 

Your new moons and your appointed feasts my soul hateth : 14 
they are a trouble unto me ; I am weary to bear them. 

And ® when ye spread forth your hands, I will hide mine 15 
eyes from you: yea, when ye ^make many prayers, will not 
hear : your hands are full of ^ blood. 

Wash you, make you clean ; put away the evil of your 16 
doings from before mine eyes ; ® cease to do evil ; 

Learn to do well ; seek judgment, * relieve the oppressed, 17 
judge the fatherless, plead for tne widow. 

Come now, and let us reason together, saith the Lord : 18 
though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow ; 
though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool. 

If ye be willing and obedient, ye shall eat the good of the 19 
land : 

But if ye refuse and rebel, ye shall be devoured with the 20 
sword: for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it. 

How is the faithful city become an harlot ! it was full of 21 
judgment; righteousness lodged in it; but now murderers. 

Thy silver is become dross, thy wine mixed with water : 22 

Thy princes are rebellious, and companions of thieves : 23 
every one loveth gifts, and followeth after rewards: they 
judge not the fatherless, neither doth the cause of the widow 
come unto them. 

Therefore saith the Lord, the Lord of hosts, the mighty 24 
One of Israel, Ah, I will ease me of mine adversaries, and 
avenge me of mine enemies : 

And I will turn my hand upon thee, and * purely purge 25 
away thy dross, and take away all thy tin : 

5 
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26 And I will restore thy judges as at the first, and thy conn- A.C. 740. 
sellers as at the beginning : afterward thou shalt be called, " 
The city of righteousness, the faithful city. 

27 Zion shall be redeemed with judgment, and ^ her converts 
with righteousness. 

28 And the ® destruction of the transgressors and of the sin- 
ners shall he together, and they that forsake the Lord shall be 
consumed. 

29 For they shall be ashamed of the oaks which ye have de- 
sired, and ye shall be confounded for the gardens that ye have 
chosen. 

30 For ye shall be as an oak whose leaf fadeth, and as a garden 
that hath no water. 

31 And the strong shall be as tow, and the maker of it as a 
spark, and they shall both burn together, and none shall quench 
them. 


y Or, they 
that return 
of her. 

z Job xxxi. 3. 

Ps.i.G. &V.6. 

& Ixxiii. 27. 
a Heb. break- 
ing. 


§ 5. Alliance of Ahaz with Tiglath-pileser, King of Assyria. 

2 KINGS XVI. VER. 6 — 9. 

6 At that time Rezin king of Syria recovered Elath to Syria, 
and drave the Jews from Elath: and the Syrians came to Elath, 

7 and dwelt there unto this day. So Ahaz sent messengers to 
Tiglath-pileser king of Assyria, saying, I am thy servant and 
thy son : come up, and save me out of the hand of the king of 
Syria, and out of the hand of the king of Israel, which rise up 

8 against me. And Ahaz took the silver and gold that was found 
in the house of the Lord, and in the treasures of the king’s 

9 house, and sent it for a present to the king of Assyria. And 

the king of Assyria hearkened unto him : for the king of 
Assyria went up against Damascus, and took it, and carried b ueb. Bam- 
the people of\t captive to Kir, and slew Rezin. * 

ISAIAH XXVIII®'. 

1 The prophet threateneth Ephraim for their pride and drunkenness. 5 The residue 
shall he advanced in the kingdom of Christ. 7 He rebuketh their error. 9 Their 
untowardness to learuy 14 and their security. 16 Christ the sure foundation is pro- 
mised. 18 Their security shall be tried. 23 They are incited to the consideration of 
God^s discreet providence. 

1 Woe to the crown of pride, to the drunkards of Ephraim, 
whose glorious beauty is a fading flower, which are on the 

head of the fat valleys of them that are overcome with wine ! cHeh.hroken. 

2 Behold the Lord hath a mighty and strong one, which as a 
tempest of hail and a destroying storm, as a flood of mighty 
waters overflowing, shall cast down to the earth with the hand. 


This chapter denounces the approaching destruction of the ten tribes by Shalmaneser, without 
any mention of Syria, or Damascus. The fifth verse turns to the two tribes of Judah and Ben- 
jamin, who were to continue a kingdom after the final captivity of the Israelites. The exact time 
of its delivery is uncertain ; it is conjectured that it was given after the destruction of Damascus, 
740, and before the first captivity of the ten tribes, 721. — Lowth ; Taylor j Lightfoot 




240 


PERIOD SIXTH. 


[part XII. 


A.C. 740. 

d Heb? toith 
feet. 


e Hel). ewal- 
loweth. 


f Heb. the 
hearing. 

g Or, hath 
been. 

h Heb. etam- 
merings of 
lips, 

i 1 Cor. xiv. 
21 . 

k Or, he hath 
spoken. 


1 Ps. cxviii. 
22. Matt, xxi 
42. Actslv.ll, 
Rom. ix. 38. 
&x. 11.1 Pet 
ii. e, 7, 8. 


The crown of pride, the drunkards of Ephraim, shall be 3 
trodden ^ under feet : 

And the glorious beauty, which is on the head of the fat 4 
valley, shall oe a fading flower, and as the hasty fruit before 
the summer ; which when he that looketh upon it seeth, while 
it is yet in his hand he ® eateth it up. 

In that day shall the Lord of hosts be for a crown of 6 
glory, and for a diadem of beauty, unto the residue of his 
people. 

And for a spirit of judgment to him that sitteth in judg- 6 
ment, and for strength to them that turn the battle to the 
gate. 

But they also have erred through wine, and through strong 7 
drink are out of the way ; the priest and the prophet have 
erred through strong drink, they are swallowed up of wine, 
they are out of the way through strong drink ; they err in 
vision, they stumble in judgment. 

For all tables are full of vomit and filthiness, so that there is 8 
no place clean. 

Whom shall he teach knowledge? and whom shall he make to 9 
understand ^doctrine? them that are weaned from the milk, 
and drawn from the breasts. 

For precept ^ must he upon precept, precept upon precept; 10 
line upon line, line upon line : here a little, and there a little : 

For with ^ ' stammering lips and another tongue ^will hell 
speak to this people. 

To whom he said, This is the rest wherewith ye may cause 12 
the weary to rest; and this is the refreshing : yet they would 
not hear. 

But the word of the Lord was unto them precept upon 1.3 
precept, precept upon precept; line upon line, line upon line; 
here a little, and there a little; that they might go, and fall 
backward, and be broken, and snared, and taken. 

Wherefore hear the word of the Lord, ye scornful men, that 14 
rule this people which is in Jerusalem. 

Because ye have said, We have made a covenant with death, 15 
and with hell are we at agreement ; when the overflowing 
scourge shall pass through, it shall not come unto us : for we 
have made lies our refuge, and under falsehood have we hid 
ourselves : 

Therefore thus saith the Lord God, Behold, I lay in Zion 16 
for a foundation ' a stone, a tried stone, a precious corner stone^ 
a sure foundation : he that believeth shall not make haste. 

Judgment also will I lay to the line, and righteousness to the 17 
plummet: and the hail shall sweep away the refuge of lies, and 
the waters shall overflow the hiding place. 

And your covenant with death shall be disannulled, and your 18 
agreement with hell shall not stand; when the overflowing 
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trine. 

0 2 Sara. v. 
20. 1 Chr. xiv. 
11 . 

p Josh. X. 10. 
12. 2 Sam. v. 


scourge shall pass through, then ye shall be “ trodden down by A.c. 740 .^ 

it. m Heb. a 

19 From the time that it goeth forth it shall take you : for 
morning by morning shall it pass over, by day and by night ; 
and it Siall be a vexation only “ to understand the report. 

20 For the bed is shorter than that a man can stretch himself on you to under- 
it : and the covering narrower than that he can wrap himself in it, 

21 For the Lord shall rise up as in mount ® Perazim, he shall 
be wroth as in the valley of p Gibeon, that he may do his work, 
his strange work ; and bring to pass his act, his strange act. 

22 Now therefore be ye not mockers, lest your bands be made 
strong : for I have heard from the Lord God of hosts a con- 
sumption, even determined upon the whole earth. 

23 Give ye ear, and hear my voice ; hearken, and hear my speech. 

24 Doth the plowman blow all day to sow ? doth he open and 
break the clods of his ground ? 

25 When he hath made plain the face thereof, doth he not cast 
abroad the fitches, and scatter the cummin, and cast in ^ the 
principal wheat and the appointed barley and the ^ rie in their principal 

*' place, and 

place i barley in the 

26 ^ For his God doth instruct him to discretion, and doth teach 

him. sHeb^ftotder? 

27 For the fitches are not threshed with a threshing instrument, t Or, And he 

neither is a cart wheel turned about upon the cummin ; but the 
fitches are beaten out with a staff, and the cummin with a rod. 

28 Bread corn is bruised ; because he will not ever be threshing 
it, nor break it with the wheel of his cart, nor bruise it loitJi 
his horsemen. 

29 This also cometh forth from the Lord qf hosts, which is won- 
derful in counsel, and excellent in working. 


2 CHRONICLES XXVIll. VER. 20 — 23. 

20 And Tilgath-pilneser king of Assyria came unto him, and 739, 

21 distressed him, but strengthened him not^^ For Ahaz took 
away a portion out of the house of the Lord, and out of the 
house of the king, and of the princes, and gave it unto the king 
of Assyria : but he helped him not. 

22 And. in the time of his distress did he trespass yet more against 

23 the Lord : this is that king Ahaz. For he sacrificed unto the 

gods of Damascus, which smote him : and he said. Because the ^ Heb. Dar- 
gods of the kings of Syria help them, therefore will I sacrifice * 


** Tiglath-pileser, we are informed, (2 Kings xvi. 9.) hearkened unto Ahaz, and went up against 
Damascus, and took it ; and carried the people of it captive to Kir, and slew Rezin. It seems dif- 
ficult to reconcile this account with that mentioned in this verse. They are, however, both to be 
reconciled by considering, that the assistance thus rendered to Ahaz by the king of Assyria was of 
little real service. He did not assist him in recovering the cities Jaken from the Philistines, nor did 
he lend him any forces, or enable him to recruit his strength ; but rather weakened him by exhaust- 
ing his treasures, v. 21. and by destroying Samaria, by which the way was opened for the more easy 
invasion of the country in the ensuing reign. — Bishop Patrick ; Dr. A. Clarke. 
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[part xii. 


A.c. 739. to them, that they may help me. But they were the ruin of 
him, and of all Israel. 

2 KINGS XVI. VER. 10 — 18. 

And king Ahaz went to Damascus to meet Tiglath-pileser lo 
king of Assyria, and saw an altar that was at Damascus : and 
king Ahaz sent to Urijah the priest the fashion of the altar, and 
the pattern of it, according to all the workmanship thereof. 
And Urijah the priest built an altar according to all that king li 
Ahaz had sent from Damascus : so Urijah the priest made it 
against king Ahaz came from Damascus. And when the king 12 
was come from Damascus, the king saw the altar : and the king 
approached to the altar, and offered thereon. And he burnt 13 
his burnt offering and his meat offering, and poured his drink 
X Heb. wAffA offering, and sprinkled the blood of ^ his peace offerings, upon 
were it. altar. And he brought also the brasen altar, which was 14 

before the Lord, from the forefront of the house, from be- 
tween the altar and the house of the Lord, and put it on the 
north side of the altar. And king Ahaz commanded Urijah 15 
the priest, saying, Upon the great altar burn the morning burnt 
offering, and the evening meat offering, and the king’s burnt 
sacrifice, and his meat offering, with the burnt offering of all the 
people of the land, and their meat offering, and their drink offer- 
ings ; and sprinkle upon it all the blood of the burnt offering, 
and all the blood of the sacrifice : and the brasen altar shall 
be for me to enquire by. Thus did Urijah the priest, according 16 
to all that king Ahaz commanded. 

And king Ahaz cut off the borders of the bases, and removed 17 
the laver from off them ; and took down the sea from off the 
brasen oxen that were under it, and put it upon a pavement of 
stones. And the covert for the sabbath that they had built in is 
the house, and the king’s entry without, turned he from the 
house of the Lord for tlie king of Assyria. 

2 CHRONICLES XXVIII. VER. 24, 25. 

And Ahaz gathered together the vessels of the house of God, 24 
and cut in pieces the vessels of the house of God, and shut up 
the doors of the house of the Lord, and he made him altars 
in every corner of Jerusalem. And in every several city of 25 
yOt, to offer. Judah he made high places ^ to burn incense unto others gods, 
and provoked to anger the Lord God of his fathers. 

HOSEA v®^ 

1 God's judgments against the priests^ the people^ and the princes of Israelf for their 
man fold sins, 15 until they repent. 

Hear ye this, O priests ; and hearken, ye house of Israel ; i 
and give ye ear, O house of the king ; for judgment is toward 

” The predictions contained in the fifth and sixth chapters of Hosea, according to Lightfoot, were 
uttered after Ahaz had applied to the Assyrians for help. In chap. v. 13. both Israel and Judah are 
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2 

3 

4 


5 

6 

7 


8 

9 

10 
11 
12 
13 


14 


15 


you, because ye have been a snare on Mizpah, and a net 739. 
spread upon Tabor. ^ ' 

And the revolters are profound to make slaughter, * though * or, and, 

I have been ^ a rebuker of them all. » Heb. a cor- 

I know Ephraim, and Israel is not hid from me : for now, O 
Ephraim, thou committest whoredom, and Israel is defiled. 

^ They will not frame their doings to turn unto their God : 
for the spirit of whoredoms is in the midst of them, and they cOr, Their' 
have not known the Lord. not suffer 

And the pride of Israel doth testify to his face : therefore 
shall Israel and Ephraim fall in their iniquity ; Judah also shall 
fall with them. 

They shall go with their flocks and with their herds to seek 
the Lord ; but they shall not find him ; he hath withdrawn 
himself from them. 

They have dealt treacherously against the Lord : for they 
have begotten strange children: now shall a month devour 
them with their portions. 

Blow ye the cornet in Gibeah, and the trumpet in Ramah : 
cry aloud at Beth-aven, after thee, O Benjamin. 

Ephraim shall be desolate in the day of rebuke : among the 
tribes of Israel have I made known that which shall surely be. 

The princes of Judah were like them that remove the bound : 
therefore I will pour out my wrath upon them like water. 

Ephraim is oppressed and broken in judgment, because he 
willingly walked after the commandment. 

Therefore will I he unto Ephraim as a moth, and to the house 
of Judah as ^ rottenness. ^ or, a worm. 

When Ephraim saw his sickness, and Judah saw his wound, 
then went Ephraim to the Assyrian, and sent ® to king Jareb : 
yet could he not heal you, nor cure you of your wound. or, to the king 

For I \vill he unto Ephraim as a lion, and as a young lion to pitla. 
the house of Judah : I, even I, will tear and go away ; I will take 
away, and none shall rescue him. 

I will go and return to my place, /till they acknowledge 
their offence, and seek ray face: in their affliction they will seek 
me early. 


HOSEA VI. 

1 An exhortation to repentance. 4 A complaint of their untowardness and iniquity, 

1 Come, and let us return unto the Lord : for he hath 
torn, and he will heal us ; he hath smitten, and he will bind 
us up. 


reproved for this reliance on Tiglath-pilser, for which they are threatened with punishment. 
Ephraim is more particularly mentioned in this passage, although Judah was guilty of the same sin ; 
because Ephraim was the first offender. (2 Kings xv. 19 ) These chapters are supposed principally 
to refer to the ten tribes: yet as Judah is so closely connected with them in the prophecy, I have 
inserted these chapters in the reign of Ahaz, in preference to that of Pekah; as, after the revolt of 
Israel under Jeroboam, the kingdom of Judah became the chief object of attention. 

R 2 
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PERIOD SIXTH. [PART xn. 


A.C. 739. 

g 1 Cor. XV. 4. 


h Or, mercy y 
or, kindnese. 


i Or, that thy 
judgmentt 
might be, ^c. 
k 1 Sam. XV. 
22. Eccles. V. 
1. Matt. ix. 
13. & xii. 7. 

1 Or, like 
Adam. 

m Or, cun- 
ning for 
blood. 


n Heb. with 
one Bhoulder, 
or, to She- 
chem. 

o Or, enor- 
mity. 


8 After two days will he revive us : in the third day he will 2 
raise us up, and we shall live in his sight. 

Then shall we know, if we follow on to know the Lord : 3 
his going forth is prepared as the morning: and he shall 
come unto us as the rain, as the latter and former rain unto the 
earth. 

0 Ephraim, what shall I do unto thee ? O Judah, what shall 4 
I do unto thee ? for your ^ goodness is as a morning cloud, and 
as the early dew it goeth away. 

Therefore have I hewed them by the prophets ; I have slain 5 
them by the words of my mouth : *and thy judgments are as 
the light that goeth forth. 

For I desired ^ mercy, and not sacrifice ; and the knowledge 6 
of God more than burnt offerings. 

But they ^ like men have transgressed the covenant : there 7 
have they dealt treacherously against me. 

Gilead is a city of them that work iniquity, and is ^ polluted 8 
with blood. 

And as troops of robbers wait for a man, so the company of 9 
priests murder in the way “ by consent : for they commit 
® lewdness. 

1 have seen an horrible thing in the house of Israel : there 10 
is the whoredom of Ephraim, Israel is defiled. 

Also, O Judah, he hath sent an harvest for thee, when 1 11 
returned the captivity of my people. 


§ 6. Death of Ahaz, and Prediction of the Power of Hezekiah. 

2 CHRONICLES XXVIII. VER. 26, 27. 

726. Now the rest of his acts and of all his ways, first and lak, 26 
behold, they are written in the book of the kings of Judah and 
Israel. And Ahaz slept with his fathers, and they buried him 27 
in the city, even in Jerusalem: but they brought him not into the 
sepulchres of the kings of Israel : and Hezekiah his son reigned 
in his stead. 


ISAIAH XlV. VER. 28, TO THE END. 

In the year that king Ahaz died was this burden 28 

Rejoice not thou, whole Palestina, because the rod of him 29 
that smote thee is broken : for out of the serpent’s root shall 
a Or, adder, come forth a ^ cockatricc, and his fruit shall be a fiery flying 
serpent. 

V zrse 28. “ In the year that king Ahaz died” — The Philistim were reduced and kept under 
by Uzziah. He destroyed the fortifications of their principal towns, and raised fortifications of his 
own in their territory; 2 Chron. xxvi. 6. In the two succeeding reigns they raised their heads 
again, and in the reign of Ahaz they got possession of many cities in the south of Judah ; 2 Chron. 
xxviii. 18. But they were again reduced by Hezekiah, and recovered themselves no more. Upon 
the death of Ahaz, the Prophet denounces their impending fate. He bids them no longer rejoice for 
their successes in the late reign, the reverse of their fortune being now at hand, — Bishop Horsley on 
Isaiah — Bishop Lowth — Prideaux. 
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30 And the firstborn of the poor shall feed, and the needy shall A.C. 726. 

lie down in safety : and I will kill thy root with famine, and he ' ' ' 

shall slay thy remnant. 

31 Howl, O gate ; cry, O city ; thou, whole Palestina, art dis- 
solved : for there shall come from the north a smoke, and ^ none ^ ^ 

shall be alone in his ® appointed times. c or, aM«n-‘ 

32 What shall one then answer the messengers of the nation ? 

That ^ the Lord hath founded Zion, and the poor of his people &*ciri 6 ’ 

shall ® trust in it. ® Or, betake 

themselves. 

2 CHRONICLES XXVIII. VER. 1, 2, 3. 

1 Ahaz was twenty years old when he began to reign, and he reigned sixteen years 
in Jerusalem : but he did not that which was right in the sight of the Lord, like 

2 David his father : for he walked in the ways of the kings of Israel, and made also 

3 molten images for Baalim. Moreover he f burnt incense in the valley of the son oi ^ Ox, offered 
Hinnom, and burnt his children in the fire, after the abominations of the heathen 

whom the Lord had cast out before the children of Israel. 

2 KINGS XVI. VER. 19, 20. 

19 Now the rest of the acts of Ahaz which he did, are they not written in the book of 

20 the chronicles of the kings of Judah? And Ahaz slept with his fathers, and was 
buried with his fathers in the city of David: and Hezekiah his son reigned in his 
stead. 


PART XII. 

PORTION II. 

Events in the Kingdom of Israel^ contemporary with the Reign of 
Ahaz King of Judah. 

Reigns of Pekah and Hoshea, 

2 KINGS XV. VER. 30, 31. 

30 And Hoshea the son of Elah made a conspiracy against 739. 
Pekah the son of Remaliah, and smote him, and slew him, and 
reigned in his stead, in the twentieth year of Jotham the son of 

31 Uzziah And the rest of the acts of Pekah, and all that he 
did, behold, they are written in the book of chronicles of the 
kings of Israel. 

2 KINGS XVII. VER. 1, 2. 

1 In the twelfth year of Ahaz king of Judah began Hoshea 730. 
the son of Elah to reign in Samaria over Israel nine years. 

2 And he did that which was evil in the sight of the Lord, but 
not as the kings of Israel that were before him. 


Jotham is here said to have reigned twenty years, whereas it has been before asserted that he 
reigned only sixteen. 2 Kings xv. 33. He must, therefore, have reigned four years with his father, 
according to the usual custom among the kings of Israel, of associating the son with the father in the 
government, more effectually to secure the succession. An interregnum appears to have followed 
the murder of Pekah by Hoshea ; as the latter is said, in the first of these passages, to have begun 
his reign upon Pekah's death, and in the other, not to have reigned till nine years after : by which 
it may be inferred that he had not secured the kingdom to himself till that interval had elapsed, in 
consequence of the tumults and disorders which prevailed after the death of Pekah. 
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[part xiii 


PART XIIL 

Reign of Hezekiah^ 29 Years— from 726 to 698 
§ 1 . Character of HezeUah, and Reformation of Worship, 

2 KINGS XVIII, VER. 1 — 6, 

A.c. 726. Now it came to pass in the third year of Hoshea son of Elah l 
of Israel, that ® Hezekiah the son of Ahaz king of Judah 
27. began to reign. Twenty and five years old was he when he 2 
He is caiik began to reign ; and he reigned twenty and nine years in Jeru- 
Salem. His mother’s name also was Abi, the daughter of 
Zachariah. And he did that which was right in the signt of the 3 
Lord, according to all that David his father did. 

He removed the high places, and brake the ^ images, and cut 4 
cNum.xxi.9. down the groves, and brake in pieces the ®brasen serpent that 
Moses had made : for unto those days the children of Israel did 
%^e^ofbrM8 incense to it : and he called it ^ Nehushtan. He trusted 5 
in the Lord God of Israel ; so that after him was none like 
him among all the kings of Judah, nor ang that were before 
him. For he clave to the Lord, and departed not ® from fol- 6 
lowing him, but kept his commandments, which the Lord com- 
manded Moses. 

36 The reign of Hezekiah may be considered more important than that of any other king of Judah. 
It comprises many remarkable events, miracles, and prophecies ; for the better comprehension of 
which, I insert the following table from the second volume of Prideaux’s Connection. 

Hezekiah 29 Years. 

726 Hezekiah restores religion. 

725 

724 Salmaneser lays siege to Samaria. 

723 

722 

721 Salmaneser takes Samaria — Kingdom of Israel extinguished. 

720 maketh war on Tyre, and besieges it 5 years. 

719 Sevechus succedeth So in the kingdom of Egypt. 

718 

717 

716 

7 16 Sennacherib succeeds Salmaneser, 

714 invades Judea — Hezekiah's sickness. 

713 Merodach Baladan’s embassy to Hezekiah — Sennacherib invades Egypt. 

712 

711 

710 Sennacherib, on his return from Egypt, invades Judea — his army destroyed. 

709 The Medes revolt from Sennacherib. 

708 

707 

7 O 6 Sennacherib slain — Esarhaddon succeeds. 

705 Tirhakah succeeds Sevechus in Egypt. 

704 

703 

702 

701 

700 

699 

698 Hezekiah is succeeded by Manasseh. 
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2 CHRONICLES XXIX. VER. 3, TO THE END. 


3 He in the first year of his reign, in the first month, opened A.c. 726. 

4 the doors of the house of the Lord, and repaired them. And ' ' 

he brought in the priests and the Levites, and gathered them 

5 together into the east street, and said unto them, Hear me, ye 
Levites, sanctify now yourselves, and sanctify the house of the 
Lord God of your fathers, and carry forth the filthiness out of 

6 the holy place. For our fathers have trespassed, and done that 
which was evil in the eyes of the Lord our God, and have for- 
saken him, and have turned away their faces from the habita- 

7 tion of the Loud, and ^ turned backs. Also they have r Heb. ^^tren 
shut up the doors of the porch, and put out the lamps, and have 

not burned incense nor oflFered burnt offerings in the holy place 

8 unto the God of Israel. Wherefore the wrath of the Lord 


was upon Judah and Jerusalem, and he hath delivered them to 
^ trouble, to astonishment, and to hissing, as ye see with your g Heb. com- 

9 eyes. For, lo, our fathers have fallen by the sword, and our 
sons and our daughters and our wives are in captivity for this. 

10 Now it is in mine heart to make a covenant with the Lord 


God of Israel, that his fierce wrath may turn away from us. 

11 My sons, ^be not now negligent: for the Lord hath * chosen hor, be not 

you to stand before him, to serve him, and that ye should TNum^vm.^ 
minister unto him, and ^ burn incense. 2 ^ 6 * 

12 Then the Levites arose, Mahath the son of Amasai, and 
Joel the son of Azariah, of the sons of the Kohathites : and of 
the sons of Merari, Kish the son of Abdi, and Azariah the son 
of Jehalelel: and of the Gershonites; Joah the son of Zimmah, 

13 and Eden the son of Joah: And of the sons of Elizaphan; 

Shimri, and Jeiel : and of the sons of Asaph ; Zechariah, and 

14 Mattaniah : And of the sons of Heman ; Jehiel, and Shimei: 


15 and of the sons of Jeduthun ; Shemaiah, and Uzziel. And 
they gathered their brethren, and sanctified themselves, and 
came, according to the commandment of the king, ^ by the 

16 words of the Lord, to cleanse the house of the Lord. And the lord. 
the priests went into the inner part of the house of the Lord, 

to cleanse zY, and brought oiit all the uncleanness that they 
found in the temple of the Lord into the court of the house 
of the Lord. And the Levites took zY, to carry it out abroad 

17 into the brook Kidron. Now they began on the first day of 
the first month to sanctify, and on the eighth day of the month 
came they to the porch of the Lord : so they sanctified the 
house of the Lord in eight days ; and in the sixteenth day of 

18 the first month they made an end. Then they went in to 
Hezekiah the king, and said. We have cleansed all the house 
of the Lord, and the altar of burnt offering, with all the vessels 
thereof, and the shewbread table, with all the vessels thereof. 

19 Moreover all the vessels, which king Ahaz in his reign did cast 
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m Lev. iv. 3. 
H. 


n Lev. viii. 
14, 15. Heb. 
ix.21. 


o Heb. near, 
p Lev. iv. 15. 


q 1 Chr. xvi. 
4. & XXV. 6. 


r Heb hy the 
hand of the 
LORD. 

8 Heb. by the 
hand of. 
t Heb. in the 
time. 


u Heb. 
of inntru- 
ments. 

X Heb. song. 


y Heb. found. 


z Of, filled 
your hand. 


a Heb. 

strengthened 

them. 


away in his transgression, have we prepared and sanctified, and, 
behold, they are before the altar of the Lord. 

Then Hezekiah the king rose early, and gathered the rulers 20 
of the city, and went up to the house of the Lord. And they 21 
brought seven bullocks, and seven rams, and seven lambs, and 
seven he goats, for a ^ sin offering for the kingdom, and for the 
sanctuary, and for Judah. And he commanded the priests the 
sons of Aaron to offer them on the altar of the Lord. So they 22 
killed the bullocks, and the priests received the blood, and 
” sprinkled it on the altar : likewise, when they had killed the 
rams, they sprinkled the blood upon the altar : they killed also 
the lambs, and they sprinkled the blood upon the altar. And 23 
they brought ® forth the he goats /or the sin offering before the 
king and the congregation ; and they laid their p hands upon 
them : and the priests killed them, and they made reconcilia- 24 
tion with their blood upon the altar, to make an atonement for 
all Israel : for the king commanded that the burnt offering and 
the sin offering should be made for all Israel. *1 And he set the 25 
Levites in the house of the Lord with cymbals, with psalteries, 
and with harps, according to the commandment of David, and 
of Gad the king’s seer, and Nathan the prophet : for so was the 
commandment ^of the Lord ®by his prophets. And the 26 
Levites stood with the instruments of David, and the priests 
with the trumpets. And Hezekiah commanded to offer the 27 
burnt offering upon the altar. And ^ when the burnt offering 
began, the song of the Lord began also with the trumpets, 
and with the ^instruments ordain^ by David king of Israel. 
And all the congregation worshipped, and the ^ singers sang, 28 
and the trumpeters sounded : and all this continued until the 
burnt offering was finished. And when they had made an end 29 
of offering, the king and all that were ^ present with him bowed 
themselves, and worshipped. Moreover Hezekiah the king 30 
and the princes commanded the Levites to sing praise unto the 
Lord with the words of David, and of Asaph the seer. And 
they sang praises with gladness, and they bowed their heads 
and worshipped. Then Hezekiah answered and said. Now ye 31 
have ^consecrated yourselves unto the Lord, come near and 
bring sacrifices and thank offerings into the house of the Lord. 
And the congregation brought in sacrifices and thank offerings; 
and as many as were of a free heart burnt offerings. And the 32 
number of the burnt offerings, which the congregation brought, 
was threescore and ten bullocks, an hundred rams, and two 
hundred lambs : all these were for a burnt offering to the Lord. 
And the consecrated things were six hundred oxen and three 33 
thousand sheep. But the priests were too few, so that they 34 
could not flay all the burnt offerings : wherefore their brethren 
the Levites ^ did help them, till the work was ended, and until 
the other priests had sanctified themselves : for the Levites were 
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more upright in heart to sanctify themselves than the priests, ^.c. 726. 

35 And also the burnt offerings were in abundance, with the fat of ' * 

the peace offerings, and the drink offerings for every burnt 
offering. So the service of the house of the Lord was set 

36 in order. And Hezekiah rejoiced, and all the people, that 
God had prepared the people : for the thing was done sud- 
denly. 


2 CHRONICLES XXX. 


1 Hezekiah proclaimeth a solemn passover on the second month for Judah and Israel. 
13 The assembly, having destroyed the altars of idolatry, keep the feast fourteen days. 
27 The priests and Levites bless the people. 

1 And Hezekiah sent to all Israel and Judah, and wrote letters 
also to Ephraim and Manasseh, that they should come to the 
house of the Lord at Jerusalem, to keep the passover unto the 

2 Lord God of Israel. For the king had taken counsel, and his 
princes, and all the congregation in Jerusalem, to keep the 

3 passover in the second ^ month. For they could not keep it 
at that time, because the priests had not sanctified themselves 
sufficiently, neither had the people gathered themselves to- 

4 gether to Jerusalem. And the thing ° pleased the king and all 

5 the congregation. So they established a decree to make pro- 
clamation throughout all Israel, from Beer-sheba even to Dan, 
that they should come to keep the passover unto the Lord 
God of Israel at Jerusalem : for they had not done it of a long 

6 time in such sort as it was written. So the posts went with the 
letters ^ from the king and his princes throughout all Israel and 
Judah, and according to the commandment of the king, saying, 
Ye children of Israel, turn again unto the Lord God of Abra- 
ham, Isaac, and Israel, and he will return to the remnant of 
you, that are escaped out of the hand of the kings of Assyria. 

7 And be not ye like your fathers, and like your brethren, which 
trespassed against the Lord God of their fathers, v)ho there- 

8 fore gave them up to desolation, as ye see. Now ® be ye not 
stiffnecked, as your fathers were., but ^ yield yourselves unto the 
Lord, and enter into his sanctuary, which he hath sanctified 
for ever : and serve the Lord your God, that the fierceness 

9 of his wrath may turn away from you. For if ye turn again 
unto the Lord, your brethren and your children shall find 
compassion before them that lead them captive, so that they 
shall come again into this land : for the Lord your God is 
^ gracious and merciful, and will not turn away his face from 

10 you, if ye return unto him. So the posts passed from city to 
city through the country of Ephraim and Manasseh even unto 
Zebulun : but they laughed them to scorn, and mocked them. 

11 Nevertheless divers of Asher and Manasseh and of Zebulun 

12 humbled themselves, and came to Jerusalem. Also in Judah 
the hand of God was to give them one heart to do the com- 


b Num. ix. 
10 , 11 . 


c Heb. was 
riyht in the 
eyes of the 
king. 


d Heb. from 
the hand. 


e Heb. harden 
not your 
necks. 
f Heb. give 
the hand. 


g Ex. xxxiv. 

6 . 
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A.C. 726. mandment of the king and of the princes, by the word of the 
' ' ' Lord. 

And there assembled at Jerusalem much people to keep the 13 
feast of unleavened bread in the second montn, a very great 
hch.xxviii. congregation. And they arose and took away the ^ altars that 14 
were in Jerusalem, and all the altars for incense took they away, 
and cast them into the brook Kidron. Then they killed the 15 
passover on the fourteenth day of the second month : and the 
priests and the Levites were ashamed, and sanctified themselves, 
and brought in the burnt offerings into the house of the Lord. 
iHeb.<A«r And they stood in 'their place after their manner, according to 16 
$tand%ng. ]y[Qggg Qq j . ^he priests sprinkled the 

blood, which they received of the hand of the Levites. For 17 
there were many in the congregation that were not sanctified : 
therefore the Levites had the charge of the killing of the pass- 
overs for every one that was not clean, to sanctify them unto the 
Lord. For a multitude of the people, even many of Ephraim, is 
and Manasseh, Issachar, and Zebulun, had not cleansed them- 
selves, yet did they eat the passover otherwise than it was 
written. But Hezekiah prayed for them, saying. The good 
Lord pardon every one that prepareth his heart to seek 19 
God, the Lord God of his fathers, though he be not cleansed 
according to the purification of the sanctuary. And the Lord 20 
hearkened to Hezekiah, and healed the people. And the chil- 21 
kHeb. /ound. of Israel that were ^present at Jerusalem kept the feast 
of unleavened bread seven days with great gladness : and the 
Levites and the priests praised the Lord day by day, singing 
iHeb. with Uoud instruments unto the Lord. And Hezekiah spake 22 

7^engtL “ Comfortably unto all the Levites that taught the good know- 

ledge of the Lord : and they did eat throughout the feast 
%c. ' seven days, oflfering peace ofiferings, and making confession to 

the Lord God of their fathers. And the whole assembly took 23 
counsel to keep other seven days : and they kept other seven 
nHeb.«/ted Jays with gladness. For Hezekiah king of Judah "did give to 24 
the congregation a thousand bullocks and seven thousand sheep; 
and the princes gave to the congregation a thousand bullocks 
and ten thousand sheep : and a great number of priests sanc- 
tified themselves. And all the congregation of Judah, with the 25 
priests and the Levites, and all the congregation that came out 
of Israel, and the strangers that came out of the land of Israel, 
and that dwelt in Jud^, rejoiced. So there was great joy in 26 
Jerusalem : for since the time of Solomon the son of David 
king of Israel there was not the like in Jerusalem. Then the 27 
priests the Levites arose and blessed the people: and their 
o Heb. the ha- voicc was heard, and their prayer came up to ® his holy dwelling 
place, eveu unto heaven. 
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2 CHRONICLES XXXI. 

I The people is forward in destroying idolatry. 2 Hezekiah tyrdereth the courses of the 
priests and Leoites, and provideth for their work and maintenance. 6 The people's 
forwardness in offerings and tithes. 1 1 Hezekiah appointeth officers to dispose of the 
tithes. 20 The sincerity of Hezekiah. 

1 Now when all this was finished, all Israel that were p present A.c. 726. 
went out to the cities of Judah, and ^ brake the ^images in 
pieced, and cut down the groves, and threw down the high 
places and the altars out of all Judah and Benjamin, in Ephraim r Heb. ,ta- 
also and Manasseh, ® until they had utterly destroyed them all. s'neb. umu 
Then all the children of Israel returned, every man to his pos- e^id?^**** 
session, into their own cities. 

2 And Hezekiah appointed the courses of the priests and the 
Levites after their courses, every man according to his service, 
the priests and Levites for burnt offerings and for peace offer- 
ings, to minister, and to give thanks, and to praise in the gates 

3 of the tents of the Lord. He appointed also the king’s portion 
of his substance for the burnt offerings, to wit^ for the morning 
and evening burnt offerings, and the burnt offerings for the 
sabbaths, and for the new moons, and for the set feasts, as it is 

4 written in the ^ law of the Lord. Moreover he commanded the t Num. 
people that dwelt in Jerusalem to give the portion of the priests ^ 
and the Levites, that they might be encouraged in the law of 

the Lord. 

5 And as soon as the commandment ^ came abroad, the children 
of Israel brought in abundance the firstfruits of corn, wine, and 

oil, and ^ honey, and of all the increase of the field ; and the * or, dates. 

6 tithe of all things brought they in abundantly. And concerning 
the children of Israel and Judah, that dwelt in the cities of 
Judah, they also brought in the tithe of oxen and sheep, and 

the y tithe of holy things which were consecrated unto the Lord Jo^eut^xiv 

7 their God, and laid them ^ by heaps. In the third month they 28^^^ ^ 

began to lay the foundation of the heaps, and finished them in 

8 the seventh month. And when Hezekiah and the princes 
came and saw the heaps, they blessed the Lord, and his people 

9 Israel. Then Hezekiah questioned with the priests and the 

10 Levites concerning the heaps. And Azariah the chief priest 
of the house of Zadok answered him, and said. Since the people 
began to bring the offerings into the house of the Lord, we 
have had enough to eat, and have left plenty : for the Lord 
hath blessed his people ; and that which is left is this great 
store. 

I I Then Hezekiah commanded to prepare ® chambers in the a or, stores 
12 house of the Lord; and they prepared them^ and brought 

the offerings and the tithes and the dedicated thinas faithfully : 
over which Cononiah the Levite tms ruler, and Shimei his 
13 brother was the next. And Jehiel, and Azaziah, and Nahath, 
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A.C. 726. and Asahel, and Jerimotb, and Jozabad, and Eliel, and Isma- 
aUAc chiah, and Mahath, and Benaiah, overseers ^ under the 
hand of Cononiah and Shimei his brother, at the commandment 
of Hezekiah the king, and Azariah the ruler of the house of 
God. And Kore the son of Imnah the Levite, the porter 14 
toward the east, was over the freewill offerings of God, to dis- 
tribute the oblations of the Lord, and the most holy things. 
And ®next him were Eden, and Miniamin, and Jesnua, and 15 
Shemaiah, Amariah, and Shecaniah, in the cities of the priests, 
d Or, trust, Jn tkeir ^ set office, to give to their brethren by courses, as well 

to the great as to the small : beside their genealogy of males, 16 
from three years old and upward, even unto every one that 
entereth into the house of the Lord, his daily portion for their 
service in their charges according to their courses ; both to the 17 

f enealogy of the priests by the house of their fathers, and the 
^evites from twenty years old and upward, in their charges by 
their courses ; and to the genealogy of all their little ones, 18 
their wives, and their sons, and their daughters, through all the 
e Or, trust. Congregation : for in their ® set office they sanctified themselves 

in holiness: also of the sons of Aaron the priests, which werei^ 
in the fields of the suburbs of their cities, in every several city, 
the men that were expressed by name, to give portions to all 
the males among the priests, and to all that were reckoned by 
genealogies among the Levites. 

And thus did Hezekiah throughout all Judah, and wrought 20 
that which was good and right and truth before the Lord nis 
God. And in every work that he began in the service of the 21 
house of God, and in the law, and in the commandments, to 
seek his God, he did it with all his heart, and prospered. 


§ 2. IsaiaNs Prophecy of the Destruction of Moab, 

ISAIAH XV 

TJie lamentable state of Moah. 

The burden of Moab. Because in the night Ar of Moab is i 
a Or, cut off, laid waste, and ^ brought to silence ; because in the night Kir 
of Moab is laid waste, and brought to silence ; 

He is gone to Bajith, and to Dibon, the high places, to 2 
b jer. xivili. weep .* Moab shall howl over Nebo, and over Medeba : ^ on all 
* their heads shall be baldness, and every beard cut off. 

^s^ding^Mo streets they shall gird themselves with sackcloth : 3 

weeping, or, ou the tops of their houses, and in their streets, every one 
stall howl, ' weeping abundantly. 


The fifteenth and sixteenth chapters of Isaiah form one entire prophecy, and are very im- 
properly divided into two parts. The time of its delivery, and accomplishment, which was to be 
three years after chap. xvi. 14. are uncertain. In all probability, it was uttered in the first year of 
Hezekiah, and fulfilled in his fourth, when Shalmaneser, invading Israel, is supposed to have 
marched through Moab, and, to secure every thing behind him, took possession of their principal 
strong places, Ar and Kirhares. — Notes to Isaiah, Lowth, p. 99. — Abp. Usher. 
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4 And Heslibon shall cry, and Elealeh : their voice shall be A.c. 726. 

heard even unto Jahaz : therefore the armed soldiers of Moab ' ' ^ 

shall cry out; his life shall be grievous unto him. 

5 My heart shall cry out for Moab; *^his fugitives shall 

unto Zoar, an heifer of three years old : for by the mounting o/, even as an 
up of Luhith with weeping shall they go it up ; ® for in the e^^jiT.’xiviii. 
way of Horonaim they shall raise up a cry of ^ destruction. 

6 For the waters of Nimrim shall be ^ desolate : for the hay is 
withered away, the grass faileth, there is no green thing. 

7 Therefore the abundance they have gotten, and that which 

they have laid up, shall they carry away to the ^ brook of the h Or, valley of 

• If * J J J the Arabians, 

willows. 

8 For the cry is gone round about the borders of Moab ; the 
howling thereof unto Eglaim, and the howling thereof unto 
Beer-elim. 

9 For the waters of Dimon shall be full of blood : for I will 
bring ^more upon Dimon, lions upon him that escapeth of j 
Moab, and upon the remnant of the land. 


ISAIAH XVI. 

1 Moah is exhorted to yield obedience to Chris fs kingdom, 6 Moab is threatened for her 
pride. 9 The prophet hewaileth her, 12 The judgment of Moab, 

1 Send ye the lamb to the ruler of the land from ^ Sela to the k or, Petra. 

wilderness, unto the ^ mount of the daughter of Zion. lueb. aroc^. 

2 For it shall be, that^ as a wandering bird ^ cast out of m Or, a nest 

the nest, so the daughters of Moab shml be at the fords 

Arnon. 

3 "Take counsel, execute judgment; make thy shadow as the nUeh, Bring. 
night in the midst of the noonday ; hide the outcasts ; bewray 

not him that wandereth. 

4 Let mine outcasts dwell with thee, Moab ; be thou a covert 
to them from the face of the spoiler ; for the ® extortioner is at 

an end, the spoiler ceaseth, p the oppressors are consumed out p neb. the 

r .1 1 1 ^ treadets 

01 the land. down. 

5 And in mercy ^ shall the throne be established : and he 

shall sit upon it in truth in the tabernacle of David, judging, Liike l s 3.‘ ’ 
and seeking judgment, and hasting righteousness. pared'^^' 

6 We have heard of the pride of Moab ; he is very proud : even 
of his haughtiness, and his pride, and his wrath : but his lies 
shall not be so. 

7 Therefore shall Moab ® howl for Moab, every one shall howl : 8 Jer.xivui. 
for the foundations of Kir-hareseth shall ye ^ mourn ; surely t or, muiter. 
they are stricken. ^ 

8 For the fields of Heshbon languish, and the vine of Sibmah : 
the lords of the heathen have broken down the principal plants 
thereof, they are come even linto Jazer, they wandered through 

the wilderness : her branches are " stretched out, they are gone « piucUed 
over the sea. 
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A.c. 726. Therefore I will bewail with the weeping of Jazer the vine 9 
^ of Sibmah : I will water thee with my tears, O Heshbon, and 
aSrmu Elealch : for ^ the shouting for thy summer fruits and for thy 
fallen upon, harvest is fallen. 

yjer. xiviii. And ^ gladness is taken away, and joy out of the plentiful 10 
field ; and in the vineyards there shall be no singing, neither 
shall there be shouting : the treaders shall tread out no wine 
in fheir presses ; I have made their vintage shouting to cease. 

Wherefore my bowels shall sound Hike an harp for Moab, 1 1 
and mine inward parts for Kir-haresh. 

And it shall come to pass, when it is seen that Moab is weary 12 
on the high place, that he shall come to his sanctuary to pray ; 
but he shall not prevail. 

This is the word that the Lord hath spoken concerning 13 
Moab since that time. 

But now the Lord hath spoken, saying, Within three years, u 
as the years of an hireling, and the glory of Moab shall be 
contemned, with all that great multitude ; and the remnant 
s/ifl/Z be Very small and ^ feeble. 

§ 3. The Reformation by Hezekiah supported by the Prophecies of 

Micah 

MICAH III. 

1 The cruelty of the princes, 5 The falsehood of the prophets. 8 The security of them 

both. 

722. And I said, Hear, I pray you, O heads of Jacob, and ye i 
princes of the house of Israel ; Is it not for you to know judg- 
ment ? 

Who hate the good, and love the evil ; who pluck off their 2 
skin from off them, and their flesh from off their bones ; 

Who also eat the flesh of my people, and flay their skin 3 


The extent and nature of the apostacy among the people of Judah and Israel may be clearly 
ascertained from their conduct, when Hezekiah attempted his great reformation. At this time 
idolatry was so prevalent, and, consequently, the temple service so neglected, that in 2 Chron. xxix. 
34. we find there were not a sufficient number of priests to perform the temple service. The temple 
itself had been so neglected and polluted, that even the inner part of it required to be cleansed. 
(2 Chron. xxix. 16.) When Hezekiah sent his messengers to invite the people of Israel to keep the 
passover of the Lord at Jerusalem, many laughed them to scorn, and mocked them. 2 Chron. xxx. 
10. It is not to be supposed, after such a total and long alienation of the Jews from the worship of 
the true God, that any real reformation could suddenly take place ; therefore we must conclude, that 
the exertions and edict of Hezekiah were only partial and temporary in their effects. Jeremiah in- 
forms us, chap. xxvi. 18. that Micah prophesied in the reign of Hezekiah : he predicted the captivity 
of the ten tribes (Micah i. 6.) which took place in the year 721, in the sixth year of Hezekiah ; and, 
in the chapters here inserted, he addresses both the princes of Judah and of Israel, and declares that 
the fate of the former should be similar to that of the latter. He then predicts the ultimate restora- 
tion of the Jews, and the reign, the time, and the birth-place of the Messiah. 

From the manner in which the prophet addresses the princes of Israel and Judah (chap. iii. 9.), 
it is probable that the ten tribes had not yet been carried captive ; and that the predictions contained 
in these chapters were given soon after the decree of Hezekiah, when the first affection to the re- 
formation had subsided, and the princes of Israel had again relapsed into the vices of which the 
prophet complains. These considerations have induced me to place them here, four years after the 
acccMion of Hezekiah, and more than one year before the captivity of the ten tribes. 
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from oflF them ; and they break their bones, and chop them in A.c. 722. 
pieces, as for the pot, and as flesh within the caldron. ' ^ ^ 

4 Then shall they cry unto the Lord, but he will not hear 
them : he will even hide his face from them at that time, as 
th^ have behaved themselves ill in their doings. 

5 Thus saith the Lord concerning the prophets that make my 
people err, that ^ bite with their teeth, and cry, Peace; and ii. n. 

^ he that putteth not into their mouths, they even prepare war 
against him : 

6 Therefore niffht 5/iaZZ he unto vou, ®that ve shall not have 

•• 11 111 avinon. 

a Vision ; and it shall be dark unto you, « tliat ye shall not d Heb. from 
divine ; and the sun shall go down over the prophets, and the '^**'*”*”^- 
day shall be dark over them. 

7 Then shall the seers be ashamed, and the diviners con- 
founded : yea, they shall all cover their lips ; for there is no 
answer of God. 

8 But truly I am full of power by the spirit of the Lord, and 
of judgment, and of might, to declare unto Jacob his trans- 
gression, and to Israel his sin. 

9 Hear this, I pray you, ye heads of the house of Jacob, and 
princes of the house of Israel, that abhor judgment, and per- 
vert all equity. 

10 They build up Zion with blood, and Jerusalem with ini- 

quity. 3 . 

11 The heads thereof judge for reward, and the priests thereof 
teach for hire, and the prophets thereof divine for money : yet 

will they lean upon the Lord, and say. Is not the Lord hHeb.«aytn5f. 
among us? none evil can come upon us. 

12 Therefore shall Zion for your sake be 'plowed as a field, and 1 Jer.xxvi. 
Jerusalem shall become heaps, and the mountain of the house 

as the high places of the forest. 

MICAH IV. 

1 The glory f 3 peace, 8 kingdom, 1 1 and victory of the church. 

1 But *^in the last days it shall come to pass, that the moun- k i 8 .ii. 2 ,&c. 
tain of the house of the Lord shall be established in the top 

of the mountains, and it shall be exalted above the hills ; and 
people shall flow unto it. 

2 And many nations shall come, and say, Come, and let us go 
up to the mountain of the Lord, and to the house of the God 
of Jacob ; and he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk 
in his paths : for the law shall go forth of Zion, and the word 
of the Lord from Jerusalem. 

3 And he shall judge among many people, and rebuke strong 
nations afar oS ; and they shall beat their swords into ^ plow- 
shares, and their spears into pruninghooks : nation shall not 
lift up a sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any 
more. 



256 


PERIOD SIXTH. 


[part xjn. 


A.g 722, But they shall sit every man under his vine and under his 4 
fig tree ; and none shall make them afraid : for the mouth of 
the Lord of hosts hath spoken it. 

For all people will walk every one in the name of his god, 5 
and we will walk in the name of the Lord our God for ever 
and ever. 

In that day, saith the Lord, will I assemble her that halteth, 6 
and I will gather her that is driven out, and her that I have 
afilicted ; 

And I will make her that halted a remnant, and her that was 7 
^ strong nation: and the Lord ” shall reign over 
® ‘ them in mount Zion from henceforth, even for ever. 

thou, O tower of ®the flock, the strong hold of the 8 
21 . daughter of Zion, unto thee shall it come, even the first 

dominion ; the kingdom shall come to the daughter of Jeru- 
salem. 

Now why dost thou cry out aloud ? is there no king in thee ? 9 
is thy counsellor perished? for pangs have taken thee as a 
woman in travail. 

Be in pain, and labour to bring forth, O daughter of lO 
Zion, like a woman in travail : for now shalt thou go forth 
out of the city, and thou shalt dwell in the field, and thou 
shalt go even to Babylon ; there shalt thou be delivered ; 
there the Lord shall redeem thee from the hand of thine 
enemies. 

Now also many nations are gathered against thee, that say, 1 1 
Let her be defiled, and let our eye look upon Zion. 

But they know not the thoughts of the Lord, neither under- 12 
stand they his counsel : for he shall gather them as the sheaves 
into the floor. 

Arise and thresh, O daughter of Zion; for I will make thine 13 
horn iron, and I will make thy hoofs brass : and thou shalt beat 
in pieces many people : and I will consecrate their gain unto 
the Lord, and their substance unto the Lord of the whole 
earth. 


MICAH V. 

1 The birth of Christ, 4 His kingdom. 8 His conquest. 

Now gather thyself in troops, O daughter of troops : he hath l 
laid siege against us : they shall smite the judge of Israel with 
a rod upon the cheek. 

Soto thou, P Beth-le-hem Ephratah, though thou be little 2 

^ ‘ among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall he come 

forth unto me that is to be ruler in Israel ; whose goings forth 

^ everlasting. 

niip. Therefore will he give them up, until the time that she which 3 

travaileth hath brought forth : then the remnant of his brethren 
shall return unto the children of Israel. 

9 
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4 And he shall stand and ^feed in the strength of the Lord, a.c. 722. 
in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God ; and they r"^or, 
shall abide : for now shall he be great unto the ends of the 

earth. 

5 And this man shall be the peace, when the Assyrian shall 
come into our land: and when he shall tread in our palaces, 
then shall we raise against him seven shepherds, and eight 
® principal men. 

6 And they shall ^ waste the land of Assyria with the sword, tueh. eat up. 
and the land of Nimrod ^ in the entrances thereof : thus shall 

he deliver us from the Assyrian, when he cometh into our land, swords.' 
and when he treadeth within our borders. 

7 And the remnant of Jacob shall be in the midst of many 
people as a dew from the Lord, as the showers upon the 
grass, that tarrieth not for man, nor waiteth for the sons of 
men. , 

8 And the remnant of Jacob shall be among the Gentiles in 
the midst of many people as a lion among the beasts of the 
forest, as a young lion among the flocks of ^ sheep : who, if he x or, goats. 
go through, both treadeth down, and teareth in pieces, and 

none can deliver. 

9 Thine hand shall be lifted up upon thine adversaries, and all 
thine enemies shall be cut off. 

10 And it shall come to pass in that day, saith the Lord, that I 
will cut oft’ thy horses out of the midst of thee, and I will destroy 
thy chariots : 

11 And I will cut off the cities of thy land, and throw down all 
thy strong holds : 

12 And I will cut off witchcrafts out of thine hand; and thou 
shalt have no more soothsayers : 

13 Thy graven images also will I cut off, and thy y standing y 
images out of the midst of thee; and thou shalt no more worsliip 
the work of thine hands. 

14 And I will pluck up thy groves out of the midst of thee : so 

will I destroy thy cities. zOr, enemies. 

15 And I will execute vengeance in anger and fury upon the 
heathen, such as they have not heard. 

MICAH VI. 

1 God's controversy for unkindnesSf 6 for ignorance, 10 for injustice, 16 and for 

idolatry. 

1 Hear ye now what the Lord saith ; Arise, contend thou 

^before the mountains, and let the hills hear thy voice. nOr^wUh. 

2 Hear ye, O mountains, the Lord’s controversy, and ye strong 
foundations of the earth : for the Lord hath a controversy with 
his people, and he will plead with Israel. 

3 O my people, what have I done unto thee ? and wherein have 
I wearied thee ? testify against me. 

VOL. II. s 
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A.C. 722. 


c Num. xxii. 
5. & xxiii. 7. 


cl Num. XXV. 
1. Josh. V. 10. 


e Ileb. sons 
of a yeur ? 


f Hel). belly. 

R Deut. X. 12. 


h Heh. hvm- 
hle thy.ielf to 
walk. 

i Or, thy nama 
shall see that 
which is. 

k Or, Is there 
yet unto every 
man an house 
of the wicked, 
&c. 

1 Hel), mea- 
sure of lean- 
Jiess. 

in Or, shall I 
he pure with, 
See. 


11 Deut, 
xxviii. .38. 
Hag. i, 6. 


o Or, he doth 
much keep 
thee, See. 
p 1 Kin. xvi. 
25, 20, 

q 1 Kin. xvi. 
30. 

r Or, astonish- 
ment. 


^ For I brought thee up out of the land of Egypt, and re- 4 
deemed thee out of the house of servants ; and I sent before 
thee Moses, Aaron, and Miriam. 

O my people, remember now what Balak king of Moab 5 
consulted, and what Balaam the son of Beor answered him from 
^ Shittim unto Gilgal ; that ye may know the righteousness of 
the Lord. 

Wherewith shall I come before the Lord, and bow myself G 
before the high God? shall I come before him with burnt offer- 
ings, with calves of a year old ? 

Will the J^ORD be pleased with thousands of rams, or with 7 
ten thousands of rivers of oil? shall 1 give my firstborn /or 
my transgression, the fruit of my ^body for the sin of my 
soul ? 

He hath shewed thee, O man, what is good; and what doth 8 
the Lord require of thee, but to do justly, and to love mercy, 
and to ^ walk humbly ‘with thy God ? 

The Lord’s voice crieth unto the city, and ^the man of wis- 9 
dom shall see thy name : hear ye tlie rod, and who hath ap- 
pointed it. 

^Are there yet the treasures of wickedness in the house of 10 
the wicked, and the ^ scant measure that is abominable ? 

Shall I count them pure witli the wicked balances, and with 11 
the bag of deceitful weights ? 

For the rich men thereof are full of violence, and the inliabi- 12 
tants thereof have spoken lies, and their tongue is deceitful in 
their mouth. 

Therefore also will I make thee sick in smiting thee, in mak- 13 
ing thee desolate because of thy sins. 

Thou shalt eat, but not be satisfied ; and thy casting down 14 
shall he in the midst of thee ; and thou shalt take hold, but shalt 
not deliver; and that which thou deliverest will I give up to 
the sword. 

Thou shalt “sow, but thou shalt not reap; thou shalt tread 15 
the olives, but thou shalt not anoint thee with oil ; and sweet 
wine, but shalt not drink wine. 

For “the statutes of PQmri are kept, and all the works of 16 
the house of ^ Ahab, and ye walk in their counsels ; that 1 
should make thee a ^desolation, and the inhabitants thereof 
an hissing: therefore ye shall bear the reproach of my people. 

MICAH VII. 


1 The churchy complaining of her small number, 3 and the general corruption, 6 putteth 
her confidence not in man, but in God. 8 She triumpheth over her enemies, 14 God 
comforteth her by promises, \Q by confusion of the enemies, 18 and by his mercies. 


s Heb. the 
gatherings of 
summer. 


Woe is me ! for I am as ® when they have gathered the sum- 1 
mer fruits, as the grapegleaiiings of the vintage : there is no 
cluster to eat: my soul desired the firstripe fruit. 
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2 The ^ " good man is perished out of the earth : and there is A.C. 722. 
none upright among men : they all lie in wait for blood ; they t 

hunt every man his brother with a net. u 

3 That they may do evil with both hands earnestly, the prince or, merciful. 
asketh, and the judge asketh for a reward; and the great 

man^ he uttereth his mischievous desire : so they wrap it up. 

4 The best of them is a brier: the most upright is sharper than mssoui. 
a thorn hedge : the day of thy watchmen and thy visitation 
cometh ; now shall be their perplexity. 

5 Trust ye not in a friend, put ye not confidence in a guide : 
keep the doors of thy mouth from her that lieth in thy bosom. 

6 For y the son dishonoureth the father, the daughter risetli up yMatt. x. 21 * 

against her mother, the daughter in law against her mother in xii. 53 . ^ 

law ; a man’s enemies are the men of his own house. 

7 Therefore I will look unto the Lord ; I will wait for the 
God of my salvation : my God will hear me. 

8 Rejoice not against me, O mine enemy : when I fall, I shall 
arise ; when I sit in darkness, the Lord shall he a light unto 
me. 

9 I will bear the indignation of the Lord, because 1 have sin- 
ned against him, until he plead my cause, and execute judgment 
for me : he will bring me forth to the light, and, I shall behold 
his righteousness. . 

10 ^ Then she that is mine enemy shall see ?Y, and shame shall 

cover her which said unto me, Where is the Lord thy God ? her\ans 
mine eyes shall behold her : now ^ shall she be trodden down Z\7clZTher 
as the mire of the streets. Tr^IxTix 

11 In the day that thy ® walls are to be built, in that day shall 10. & cxv. 2. 

the decree be far removed. b Heb. she 

1 2 In that day also he shall come even to thee from Assyria, “ 

‘^and from the fortified cities, and from the fortress even to 

the river, and from sea to sea, and from mountain to moun- 11 , &c. 
tain. dOr.e..«^o. 

13 ® Notwithstanding the land shall be desolate because of them 

that dwell therein, for the fruit of their doings . been. 

14 ^Feed thy people with thy rod, the flock of thine heritage, fOr,JBtt;<f. 
which dwell solitarily in the wood, in the midst of Carmel : let 

them feed in Bashan and Gilead, as in the days of old. 

15 According to the days of thy coming out of the land of Egypt 
will I shew unto him marvellous things. 

16 The nations shall see and be confounded at all their might: 
they shall lay their hand upon their mouth, their ears shall be 
deaf. 

17 They shall lick the s dust like a serpent, they shall move out g ps.ixxu. 9 . 
of their holes like ^ worms of the earth : they shall be afraid of 

the Lord our God, and shall fear because of thee. * 

18 Who is a God like unto thee, that ' pardoneth iniquity, and j^^x, xxxw. 
passeth by the transgression of the remnant of his heritage ? 

s 2 
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722. }ie retaineth not his arig-er for ever, because he deligliteth in 
mercy. 

He will turn again, he will have compassion upon us ; he will 19 
subdue our iniquities ; and thou wilt cast all their sins into the 
depths of the sea. 

Thou wilt perform the truth to Jacob, and the mercy to 20 
Abraham, which thou hast sworn unto our fathers from the days 
of old. 

2 KINGS XVIIl. VER. 7? S. 

And the Lord was with him; and he prospered whitherso- 7 
ever he went forth: and he rebelled against the king of Assyria, 
and served him not. He smote the Philistines, even unto 8 
lah^^' ^ Gaza, and the borders thereof, from the tower of the watch- 
men to the fenced city. 

§ 4. Isaiah's Prophecy of the Restoration of the ten Tribes , the punish- 
ment of Egypt, and the Conversion of Egypt and Assyria. 

ISAIAH XVIII. 

1 God in care of his people will destroy the Ethiopians. 7 An access thereby shall grow 

unto the church. 

721. Woe to the land shadowdng with wings, which is beyond the i 
rivers of Ethiopia : 


The eighteenth chapter of Isaiah is generally acknowledged to be the most obscure of all his 
prophecies. The subject of it, the end and design of it, the people to whom it is addressed, the per- 
son who sends the messengers, and the nation to whom they are, sent, are in Bishop Lowth’s opinion, 
all obscure and doubtful. But Lowth unites with Vitringa in supposing the chapter to refer to Sen- 
nacherib, and Houbigant applies it to that king, and Tirhaka ; the swift messengers representing the 
messengers sent by Tirhaka to the Jews, to inform them that he was upon the fflarch against their 
enemy Sennacherib. Dr. Wells’s paraphrase of this chapter is by no means satisfactory. Most 
interpreters have supposed that this prophecy referred to Egypt, and that it denounced a great woe, 
or judgment ; consequently such interpretations have been adopted as suited this pre-conceived 
opinion, without any grammatical examination of the words in which it was delivered. This opinion 
has been generally founded upon the description of the geographical site of the countries “beyond 
the rivers of Ethiopia,” and from this very description Bishop Horsley supposes that it cannot pos- 
sibly mean Egypt, p. 127, 128. After having ably discussed the different opinions on this difficult 
prophecy, he concludes that it relates entirely to the restoration of the Jews, and to the ultimate 
destruction of Anti-christ, who will be the instrument of those judgments by which the Church will 
be purified, and that it contains an account of that people, who, under the hand of Providence, will 
be engaged in the great work of the re-establishment of the Jews in the Holy Land. The time pre- 
sent in prophetic vision, is not the time of delivery, but the time of accomplishment. If, therefore, 
the prophecy is not yet fulfilled, the application of it to Egypt must be erroneous, for that people 
have long since ceased to be of any consideration. While the people of the Jews have been from 
the very beginning, and are to this day, terrible, or awfully remarkable, (as the word may be 
here translated,) and, on account of God’s plagues, have made all other nations afraid of the like ; 
as God had threatened. The particle "in, rendered “ woe to,” in ver. 1. may be used as an excla- 
mation of surprise, and very often it is compellative of persons at a distance, and it is so taken here 
by Calvin, Castalio — the great Bible — the Bishops’ Bible — and the English Geneva Bible. 
“ Shadowing of wings” may be intended to characterise some great people, and is an usual image in 
prophetic language for describing protection afforded by the strong to the weak. The expressions, a 
“ nation meted out, and trodden down,” are particularly descriptive of the present state of the Jews, 
who are, even at this day, every where trampled under foot, held in subjection, and treated with con- 
tempt and derision ; and this is Ijkely still to be their condition, till their conversion shall take place. 
The inundation of rivers is a frequent image, in the prophetic style, of the ravages of armies of 
foreign invaders, and it is here used to represent the devastation committed by the enemies of Judah. 
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2 That sQiidetli ambassadors by the sea, even in vessels of A.C. 721. 
bulrushes upon the waters, saying^ Go, ye swift messengers, to 


Ver. 3. calls on the whole world to witness a display of God’s power and providence, which alludes to 
a renewed preaching of the Gospel in the latter ages. I will “take my rest,” in ver. 4. seems to 
imply a long suspension of the visible interpositions of Providence in the affairs of this world, and in 
favour of his people, under an image of the extreme stillne&s of the atmosphere in summer. “ The 
season of the harvest,” and “ the gathering of fruit,” is the prophetic image of that period, when our 
Lord will send forth his angels to gather his elect from the four winds of heaven. The awful pre- 
dictions against insincere and nominal members of the Church, and their separation from it by God’s 
judgments, are illustrated by the cutting off the sprigs with pruning hooks, and the cutting down of 
the branches ; and this is to take place before that great event. It was a prevailing opinion in the 
primitive ages, that Antichrist’s last exploit would be to fix his seat of empire at Jerusalem, where 
he would ultimately perish. The pronoun translated “them,” (“ summer upon them,” “winter 
upon them,”) in the original is singular, and ought to be rendered “ it,” as the true antecedent of 
this pronoun is the word "nsn, “ my dwelling place,” ver. 4. which dwelling place may be under- 
stood literally of Mount Zion. “ In that time,” ver. 7* * * § that is, immediately after this purgation of 
the Church, at the very time when the fowls of the mountains, with all the beasts of the earth, when 
Anti-christ with his rebel rout shall have fixed his scat between the seas, in the holy mountain — a 
present shall be brought ; the nation described in ver. 2. shall be brought to the place of the name 
of the Lord of Hosts, the Mount Zion. Persuaded as I am that prophecies were generally given in 
reference to some great passing event, 1 have endeavoured to connect this with the taking of 
Samaria, and the captivity of the ten tribes by Shalmaneser. It seems impossible that Isaiah would 
have permitted this remarkable, and, to the Jews, most interesting event, to pass unnoticed. I sup- 
pose, therefore, that he broke out into this prediction of the restoration of the Jews, at the time when 
the people of Judah witnessed the destruction of their apostate brethren ; and, perhaps, from their 
signal punishment, apprehended for themselves a similar fate. To the remarks above, taken from 
ISishop Horsley, I shall only add his translation, with notes, of this prophecy ; referring the reader 
to the book itself. — Horsley’s Biblical Criticisms, vol. ii. p. 107 — 178. 

1 Ho ! Land spreading wide the shadow of (thy) wings*, which art beyond 

the rivers of Cush f. 

2 Accustomed to send messengers by sea, 

Even in bulrush-vessels§, upon the surface of the waters. 

Go, swift messengers II, 

Unto a nation ^ dragged away and plucked, 

* That is, affording aid and protection to friends and allies in remote countries. 

t The land of Cush in holy writ (commonly, but by mistake, rendered Ethiopia) is properly that 
district of Arabia where the sons of Cush first settled. But as this race multiplied exceedingly, and 
spread, not only into other parts of Arabia, but eastward, round the head of the Persian Gulf, to the 
confines of Susiana ; and westward, across the Arabian Gulf, into the region since called Abyssinia, 
which extended along the coast from Ptolemais to Arsinoe, and inland to the very sources of the 
Nile ; the land of Cush is often taken more largely for a great tract of country, not only comprehend- 
ing the whole of Arabia Felix, but having for its eastern boundary the branch of the Tigris, below 
the town of Asia, and for its western boundary the Nile. The rivers of Cush, in this place, may be 
either the Euphrates and the Tigris on the east, or the Nile, the Astaboras, and the Astapus, on the 
west. But which of these are meant, it must be left for time to shew. 

t “ Accustomed to send” — The form of the expression in the original signifies, not a single act of 
sending once, but the habit of sending perpetually. 

§ “ Sending by sea, in bulrush-vessels,” is a figurative expression, descriptive of skill in naviga- 
tion, and of the safety and expedition with which the inhabitants of the land called to are supposed 
to perform distant voyages. 

II “ Go, swift messengers” — You who, by your skill in navigation and your extensive commerce 
and alliances, are so well qualified to be carriers of a message to people in the remotest corners. Go 
with God’s message. 

^ “ Unto a nation,” Src. viz. to the dispersed Jews; a nation dragged away from its proper seat, 
and plucked of its wealth and power ; a people wonderful, from the beginning to this very time, for 
the special providence which ever has attended them, and directed their fortunes ; a nation still 
lingering in expectation of the Messiah, who so long since came, and was rejected by them, and now 
is coming again in glory; a nation universally trampled under foot; whose land, “rivers,” armies 
of foreign invaders, the Assyrians, Babylonians, Syromucedonians, Romans, Saracens, and Turks, 
have over-run and depopulated. 
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A.c. 721. a nation ^scattered and peeled, to a people terrible from their 
a Or, om7 beginnini^ hitherto ; ^ a nation meted out and trodden down, 
‘‘poiuheT^ ^ whose land the rivers have spoiled ! 

All ye inhabitants of the world, and dwellers on the earth, 3 
out, and see ye, when he lifteth up an ensign on the mountains; and 
dZn* * * § ^ when he bloweth a trumpet, hear ye. 

c Heb. a nation of line, line, and treading under foot, d Or, whose lands the rivers despise. 


Unto a people wonderful from their beginning hitherto, 

A nation expecting, expecting, and trampled under foot, 

Whose land rivers have spoiled. 

3 All the inhabitants of the world and dwellers upon earth 

Shall see the lifting up, as it were, of a banner * upon the mountains. 

And shall hear the sounding, as it were, of a trumpet *. 

4 For thus saith Jehovah unto me: 

1 will sit still t (but I will keep my eye upon my prepared habitation) 

As the parching heat just before lightning. 

As the dewy cloud in the heat of harvest. 

5 For afore the harvest];, when the bud is coming to perfection, 

And the blossom is become a juicy berry. 

He will cut off the useless shoots with pruning hooks, 

And the bill shall take away the luxuriant branches §. 

6 They shall be left together to the bird of prey of the mountains, 

And to the beasts of the earth. 

And upon it j] shall the bird of prey summer. 

And all beasts of the earth upon it shall winter. 

7 At that season a present shall be led ^ 

To Jehovah of hosts, 

A people dragged away and plucked ; 

Even of a people wonderful from their beginning hitherto, 

A nation expecting, expecting, and trampled under foot, “ 

Whose land rivers have spoiled, 

Unto the place of the name of Jehovah of hosts. Mount Zion. 

* “ A banner — a trumpet.’' The banner of the cross, to be lifted up more conspicuously 

than ever before; the trumpet of the Gospel, to be sounded more loudly than ever before in the 

latter ages. 

f This 4th verse represents a long cessation of visible interpositions of Providence, under the 
image of God’s sitting still ; the stillness of that awful pause, under the image of that torpid state of 
the atmosphere in hot weather, when not a gleam of sunshine breaks for a moment through the 
sullen gloom ; not a breath stirs ; not a leaf wags ; not a blade of grass is shaken ; no rippling wave 
curls upon the sleeping surface of the waters; the black ponderous cloud covering the whole sky 

seems to hang fixed and motionless as an arch of stone; nature seems benumbed in all her opera- 

tions. The vigilance, nevertheless, of God’s silent providence is represented under the image of his 
keeping his eye, while he thus sits still, upon his prepared habitation. The sudden eruption of 
judgment threatened in the next verse, after this total cessation, just before the final call to Jew and 
Gentile, answers to the storms of thunder and lightning which, in the suffocating heats of the latter 
end of summer, succeed that perfect stillness and stagnation of the atmosphere. And as the natural 
thunder at such seasons is the welcome harbinger of refreshing and copious showers, so it appears the 
thunder of God’s judgments will usher in the long desired season of the consummation of mercy. So 
accurate is the allusion in all its parts. 

J The harvest” is the constant image of that season when God shall gather his elect from the 
four winds of heaven, reap the field of the world, gather his wheat into his barns, and burn up the 
chaff with unquenchable fire. Images, which relate not to the translation of the just to heaven, and 
the burning of the wicked in hell, but to the placing of the faithful in a state of peace and security 
on earth, and to the excision of the incorrigible of the irreligious faction. 

§ God in the latter ages will purify his Church with sore but wholesome judgments. Compare 
John XV. 1, 2. 

II It was a prevailing opinion among the early fathers, that Antichrist is to possess himself of the 
Holy Land, and that there he is to perish. 

^ Compare Isaiah Ixvi. 20. and Zeph. iii. 9, 10. 
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4 For so the Lord said unto me, I will take my rest, and I A.c. 721. 

will ® consider in my dwelling place like a clear heap ^ upon e Or, regard 
herbs, and like a cloud of dew in the heat of harvest. ^y^setdweii- 

5 For afore the harvest, when the bud is perfect, and the sour ^ 
grape is ripening in the flower, he shall both cut oflF the sprigs 
with pruning hooks, and take away and cut down the branches. 

6 They shall be left together unto the fowls of the mountains, 
and to the beasts of the earth : and the fowls shall summer 
upon them, and all the beasts of the earth shall winter upon 
them. 

7 In that time shall the present be brought unto the Lord of 
hosts of a people scattered and peeled, and from a people terri- 

ble from their beginning hitherto; a nation meted out and trodden polished, ste 
under foot, whose land the rivers have spoiled, to the place of 
the name of the Lord of hosts, the mount Zion. 


[ The confusion of Egypt. \\ The foolishness of their princes. The calling of Egypt 

to the church. 23 7' he covenant of Egypt ^ Assyria, and Israel. 

1 The burden of Egypt. Behold, the Lord rideth upon a 
swift cloud, and shall come into Egypt: and the idols of Egypt 
shall be moved at his presence, and the heart of Egypt shall 
melt in the midst of it. 

*2 And I will set the Egyptians against the Egyptians : and 
they shall fight every one against his brother, and every one 
against his neighbour ; city against city, and kingdom against 
kingdom. 

3 And the spirit of Egypt ^ shall fail in the midst thereof ; and i Heb. shaii 
I will ^ destroy the counsel thereof : and they shall seek to the k Ileb swal- 
idols, and to the charmers, and to them that have familiar spirits, 

and to the wizards. 

4 And the Egyptians will I ^ give over into the hand of a cruel ^ 
lord; and a fierce king shall rule over them, saith the Lord, 
the Lord of hosts. 

5 And the winters shall fail from the sea, and the river shall be 
wasted and dried up. 

6 And they shall turn the rivers far away ; and the brooks of 
defence shall be emptied and dried up : the reeds and flags 
shall wither. 

7 The paper reeds by the brooks, by the mouth of the brooks. 


The nineteenth chapter is inserted in this section on account of its obvious connexion with the 
preceding chapter. The captivity of the ten tribes had been, in a great measure, occasioned by their 
reliance upon Egypt. Both Israel and Judah placed their dependence upon this country, contrary 
to the express commands of God, given to them by the Prophets : and now Egypt in its turn is 
threatened with destruction. Ver. 4. foretells the invasion and conquest of Egypt by Nebuchad- 
nezzar, and afterwards by the succession of the Persian kings. After ver. 18. is contained an inti- 
niation of the future propagation of the knowledge of God in Egypt and Assyria, and an explicit 
prophecy of the final admission of these countries, as well as of Israel, into the Church of God — 
forming together one spiritual Church and unity in the common worship of the God of Israel. — 
Bp. Lowth. 



264 


PERIOD SIXTH. 


[part XIII. 


A.C. 721. 

m Heb. and 
$hall not be. 


n Or, white 
works. 
o Heb./wM»- 
daltom. 
p Heb of liv 
ing things. 


q Or, gover- 
nors. 

r Heb. cor- 
ners. 

8 Heb. a spi- 
rit of perverse- 


t Heb. the lip. 


nOtyOfHereSf 

or, of the sun. 


and every things sown by the brooks, shall wither, be driven 
away, and be no more. 

The fishers also shall mourn, and all they that cast angle into 8 
the brooks shall lament, and they that spread nets upon the 
waters shall languish. 

Moreover they that work in fine flax, and they that weave 9 
^ networks, shall be confounded. 

And tliey shall be broken in the "purposes thereof, all that lo 
. make sluices a?id ponds p for fish. 

Surely the princes of Zoan are fools, the counsel of the wise ii 
counsellors of Pharaoh is become brutish : how say ye unto 
Pharaoh, I am the son of the wise, the son of ancient kings ? 

Where are they? where are thy wise men? and let them tell 12 
thee now, and let them know what the Lord of hosts hath pur- 
posed upon Egypt. 

The princes of Zoan are become fools, the princes of Noph 13 
are deceived; they have also seduced Egypt, even they that 
are the stay of the tribes thereof. 

The Lord hath mingled ® a perverse spirit in the midst 14 
thereof : and they have caused Egypt to err in every work there- 
of, as a drunken man staggereth in his vomit. 

Neither shall there be any work for Egypt, which the head 15 
or tail, branch or rush, may do. 

In that day shall Egypt be like unto women : and it shall be 16 
afraid and fear because of the shaking of the hand of the Lord 
of hosts, which he shaketh over it. 

And the land of Judah shall be a terror unto Egypt, every \7 
one that maketh mention thereof shall be afraid in himself, be- 
cause of the counsel of the Lord of hosts, which he hath de- 
termined against it. 

In that day shall five cities in the land of Egypt speak Uhe 18 
language of Canaan, and swear to the Lord of hosts ; one shall ^ 
be called. The city of destruction. 

In that day shall there be an altar to the Lord in the midsi 19 
of the land of Egypt, and a pillar at the border thereof to the 
Lord. 


And it shall be for a sign and for a witness unto tlie Lord of 20 
hosts in the land of Egypt : for they shall cry unto the Lord 
because of the oppressors, and he shall send them a saviour, and 
a great one, and he shall deliver them. 

And the Lord shall be known to Egypt, and the Egyptians 21 
shall know the Lord in that day, and shall do sacrifice and 
oblation; yea, they shall vow a vow unto the Lord, and per- 
form it. 


And the Lord shall smite Egypt : he shall smite and heal 22 
it : and they shall return even to the Lord, and he shall be 
intreated of them, and shall heaj them. 

In that day shall there be a highway out of Egypt to Assy- 23 
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ria, and the Assyrian shall come into Egypt, and the Egyp- A.C. 721. 
tian into Assyria, and the Egyptians shall serve with the ' ^ ' 

Assyrians. 

24 In that, day shall Israel be the third with Egypt and with 
Assyria, even a blessing in the midst of the land : 

25 Whom the Lord of hosts shall bless, saying. Blessed be 
Egypt my people, and Assyria the work of my hands, and 
Israel mine inheritance. 


§ 5. The Prophecy of Nahum against Nineveh. 
NAHUM I*^ 


The majesty of God in 


to his j)eoplei and severity against his enemies. 

The book of the vision of Nahum 720. 


1 The burden of Nineveh 
the Elkoshite. 

2 ^ God is ^jealous, and the Lord revengeth ; the Lord » 

revengeth, and ^is furious; the Lord will take vengeance on jealous God, 
his adversaries, and he reserveth zvrath for his enemies. venger^^-c. 

3 The Lord is ‘^slow to anger, and great in power, and will ?■ 

not at all acquit the wicked : the Lord hath his way in the hath fury. 
whirlwind and in the storm, and the clouds are the dust of his e, 7 .^‘ 
feet. 

4 He rebuketh the sea, and maketh it dry, and drieth up all 
the rivers : Bashan languisheth, and Carmel, and the flower of 
Lebanon languisheth. 

5 The mountiiins quake at him, and the hills melt, and the 
earth is burned at his presence, yea, the world, and all that 
dwell therein. 

6 Who can stand before his indignation ? and who can ® abide e Heb. stand 
in the fierceness of his anger ? his fury is poured out like fire, 

and the rocks are thrown down by him. 

7 The Lord is good, a ^strong hold in the day of trouble ; f or, 
and he knoweth them that trust in him. 

8 But with an overrunning flood he will make an utter end 
of the place thereof, and darkness shall pursue his enemies. 

9 What do ye imagine against the Lord ? he will make an 
utter end : affliction shall not rise up the second time. 

10 For while they he folden together as thorns, and while they 
are drunken as drunkards, they shall be devoured as stubble 
fully dry. 

11 There is come out of thee, that imagineth evil against gHeb.acoun- 

the Lord, ®a wicked counsellor. seuorofBeit- 


Nahum describes himself as an Elkoshite, from which expression many suppose that he was a 
descendant of Elkosha, while others infer that he was born at Eikosh, or Elkosha, a village in 
Galilee. The subject of his prophecy is the destruction of Nineveh, and the ruin of the Assyrians, 
for their cruel tyranny over the Israelites. The captivity of the ten tribes took place in 721, and, 
as there is ample authority for concluding that the prophet lived at this period, it is most probable 
that he made his escape, when Israel was taken captive into Judah, and there uttered his prediction# 
against the oppressors of his country,^ — Archbishop Newcome — Dr. Gray — Horne. 
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A.C. 720. 

h Or, ff ' 
they would 
have been ai 
peace, so 
should they 
have been 
many, and so 
should they 
have been 
shorn, and he 
should have 
passed away. 
i Heb. shorn. 


k Is. lii. 7. 
Rom. X. 15. 

1 Heb. jeasts. 

m Heb. Beli- 
al. 


Thus saith the Lord; ^ Though they be quiet, and likewise 12 
many, yet thus shall they be " cut down, when he shall pass 
through. Though I have afflicted thee, 1 will afflict thee no 
more. 

For now will I break his yoke from off thee, and will burst 13 
thy bonds in sunder. 

And the Lord hath given a commandment concerning thee, 14 
that no more of thy name be sown : out of the house of thy 

f ods will I cut off the graven image and the molten image : 
will make thy grave ; for thou art vile. 

Behold upon the ^mountains the feet of him that bringeth 15 
good tidings, that publisheth peace ! O Judah, ^ keep thy 
solemn feasts, perform thy vows : for ^ the wicked sliffll no 
more pass through thee ; he is utterly cut off. 


n Or, The dis- 
perser, or, 
hammer. 


ols. X. 12. 
p Or, the pride 
of Jacob as 
the pride of 
Israel. 


q Or, dyed 
scarlet. 
r Ox, fiery 
torches. 


s Heb. their 
show. 

t Or, gallants. 

u Heb. cover- 
ing, or, co- 


X Or, molten. 

y Or, that 
which was es- 
tablished, or, 
there was a 
stand made, 
z Or, dis- 
covered. 
a Or, from the 
days th£d; she 
hath been, 
b Or, cause 
them to turn. 
c Or, and 
their infinite 
store, %c. 
d Heb. vessels 
of desire. 
e Is. xiii. 7, 8. 


NAHUM II. 

The fearful and victorious armies of God against Nineveh. 

He ^ that daslieth in pieces is come up before thy face : keep ] 
the munition, watch the way, make thy loins strong, fortify thy 
power mightily. 

®For the Lord hath turned away Pthe excellency of Jacob, 2 
as the excellency of Israel : for the emptiers have emptied 
them out, and marred their vine branches. 

The shield of his mighty men is made red, the valiant men 3 
are in ^scarlet: the chariots with ^flaming torches in 

the day of his preparation, and the fir trees shall be terribly 
shaken. 

The chariots shall rage in the streets, they shall justle one 4 
against another in the broad ways: *they shall seem like 
torches, they shall run like the lightnings. 

He shall recount his ^ worthies : they shall stumble in their 5 
walk : they shall make haste to the wall thereof, and the ^ de- 
fence shall be prepared. 

The gates of the river shall be opened, and the palace shall 6 
be ^ dissolved. 

And y Huzzab shall be *led away captive, she shall be brought 7 
up, and her maids shall lead her as with the voice of doves, 
tabering upon their breasts. 

But Nineveh is ^ of old like a pool of water : yet they shall 8 
flee away. Stand, stand, shall they cry ; but none shall ^ look 
back. 

Take ye the spoil of silver, take the spoil of gold: ‘^for 9 
there is none end of the store and glory out of all the ^ pleasant 
furniture. 

She is empty, and void, and waste : and the heart melteth, 10 
and the knees smite together, and much pain is in all loins, 
and the faces of them all gather blackness. 

Where is the dwelling of the lions, and the feeding-place of 1 1 
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the young lions, where the lion, even the old lion, walked, and A.c. 720. 
the lion’s whelp, and none made them afraid ? ^ ' 

1 2 The lion did tear in pieces enough for his whelps, and stran- 
gled for his lionesses, and filled his holes with prey, and his 
dens with ravin. 

13 Behold, I am against thee, saith the Lord of hosts, and 
I will burn her chariots in the smoke, and the sword shall 
devour thy young lions : and I will cut off thy prey from 
the earth, and the voice of thy messengers shall no more be 
heard. 


NAHUM III. 

The miserable ruin of Nineveh. 

1 Woe to the bloody city ! it is all full of lies and robbery ; 
the prey departeth not ; 

2 The noise of a whip, and the noise of the rattling of the 
wheels, and of the pransing horses, and of the jumping cha- 
riots. 

3 The horseman lifteth up both ^ the bright sword and the 
glittering spear : and there is a multitude of slain, and a great 
number of carcasses ; and there is none end of their corpses ; 
they stumble upon their corpses : 

4 Because of the multitude of the whoredoms of the well- 
favoured harlot, the mistress of witchcrafts, that selleth na- 
tions through her whoredoms, and families through her witch- 
crafts. 

5 Behold, I am against thee, saith the Lord of hosts; and 
will discover thy skirts upon thy tace, and I will shew the 
nations thy nakedness, and the kingdoms thy shame. 

6 And I will cast abominable filth upon thee, and make thee 
vile, and will set thee as a gazing-stock. 

7 And it shall come to pass, that all they that look upon 
thee shall flee from thee, and say, Nineveh is laid waste: 
who will bemoan her ? whence shall I seek comforters for 
thee ? 

8 Art thou better than populous ^ ^ No, that was situate among 
the rivers, that had the waters round about it, whose rampart 
was the sea, and her wall was from the sea ? 

9 Ethiopia and Egypt icere her strength, and it was infinite ; 
Put and Lubim were thy helpers. 

10 ^^Yet was she carried away, she went into captivity: her 
young children also were dashed in pieces at the top of all the 
streets : and they cast lots for her honourable men, and all her 
great men were bound in chains. 

] 1 Thou also shalt be ^ drunken : thou shalt be hid, thou also 
shalt seek strength because of the enemy. 


f Heb. the 
city of bloods. 
g Ezek. xxiv. 
9. Hab. ii. 12. 


h Heb. the 
flame of the 
sword and the 
lightning of 
the spear. 


i Is. xlvii. 3. 
Ezek. xvi. 37. 


k Or, nourish- 
ing. 

1 Heb. No 
Amon. 


m Heb. in 
thy help. 


n Jer. xxv. 1 7. 


This verse has been supposed to refer to the capture of Nineveh by Sennacherib, in which case 
the prophecy must be dated some years later. But Archbishop Newcome translates the verse in the 
future, and refers the prediction to the capture of Nineveh by Nebuchadnezzar. 
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A.c. 720 . All thy strong holds shall he like fig trees with the firstripe 12 
figs : if they be shaken, they shall even fall into the mouth of 
the eater. 

Behold, thy people in the midst of thee are women: the 13 
gates of thy land shall be set wide open unto thine enemies : 
the fire shall devour thy bars. 

Draw the waters for the siege, fortify thy strong holds : go 14 
into clay, and tread the morter, make strong the brickkiln. 

There shall the fire devour thee ; the sword shall cut thee 15 
off, it shall eat thee up like the cankerworm : make thyself 
many as the cankerworm, make thyself many as the locusts. 

Thou hast multiplied thy merchants above the stars of hea- 16 
^eihhinueif^* ven : the cankerworm ® spoileth, and fleeth away. 

Thy crowned are as the locusts, and thy captains as the 17 
great grasshoppers, which camp in the hedges in the cold day, 
but when the sun ariseth they flee away, and their place is not 
known where they are. 

Thy shepherds slumber, O king of Assyria: thy ^ nobles 18 
shall dwell in the dust : thy people is scattered upon the moun- 
tains, and no man gathereth them, 

qHeb. u-rinA:- There IS HO healing of thy bruise; thy wound is grievous: 19 
all that hear the bruit of thee shall clap the hands over thee : 
for upon whom hath not thy wickedness passed continually ? 

§ 6. Isaiah! s Prophecy of the Destruction of Tyre, 

ISAIAH XXIIt 

1 The miserable overthrow of Tyre. 17 Their unhappy return. 

715 - The burden of Tyre. Howl, ye ships of Tarshish ; for it is 1 
laid waste, so that there is no house, no entering in : from the 
land of Chittim it is revealed to them, 
a Heb.«/cn^ gg a yg inhabitants of the isle ; thou whom the mer- 2 
chants of Zidon, that pass over the sea, have replenished. 

And by great waters the seed of Sihor, the harvest of the 3 
river, is her revenue ; and she is a mart of nations. 

Be thou ashamed, O Zidon : for the sea hath spoken, even 4 
the strength of the sea, saying, I travail not, nor bring forth 
children, neither do I nourish up young men, nor bring up 
virgins. 

As at the report concerning Egypt, so shall they be sorely 5 
pained at the report of Tyre. 

Pass ye over to Tarshish : howl, ye inhabitants of the isle. 6 

Is this your joypus city^ whose antiquity is of ancient days ? 7 
her own feet shall carry her ^ afar off to sojourn. 

After the captivity of the ten tribes, the city of Tyre was besieged by Shalmaneser. The 
siege continued five years, at the end of which time they were delivered by the death of this king. 
Success made them insolent, and drew upon them this prophecy of Isaiah, which foretells the 
miserable overthrow the Tyrians should hereafter receive from Nebuchadnezzar. — Prideaux’s 
Connect vol. i. p. 27* ; see too Bishop Newton’s account of the fulfilment of the prophecies against 
Tyre. 
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8 Who hath taken this counsel against Tyre, the crowning city^ 715. 
whose merchants are princes, whose traffickers are the honour- ' 
able of the earth ? 

9 The Lord of hosts hath purposed it, *^to stain the pride of all 
glory, and to bring into contempt all the honourable of the 
earth. 

10 Pass through thy land as a river, O daughter of Tarshish : 

there is no more ^ strength. dUeb.girdie. 

1 ! He stretched out his hand over the sea, he shook the king- 
doms: the Lord hath given a commandment ® against ^ the 
merchant city, to destroy the ^ strong holds thereof. 

A 1 1 *1 n'.i 11 ® • • i-v 1 1 rHeb, Ca- 

12 And he said, Ihou shalt no more rejoice, O thou oppressed naan. 
virgin, daughter of Zidon : arise, pass over to Chittim : there ft^engths. 
also shalt thou have no rest. 

13 Behold the land of the Chaldeans; this people was not, till 
the Assyrian founded it for them that dwell in the wilderness : 
they set up the towers thereof, they raised up the palaces 
thereof ; and he brought it to ruin. 

14 Howl, ye ships of Tarshish: for your strength is laid 
waste. 

15 And it shall come to pass in that day, that Tyre shall be 
forgotten seventy years, according to the days of one king : 
after the end of seventy years shall Tyre sing as an harlot. 

IG Take an harp, go about the city, thou harlot that hast been as the song of 
forgotten ; make sweet melody, sing many songs, that thou 
rnayest be remembered. 

17 And it shall come to pass after the end of seventy years, 
that the Lord will visit Tyre, and she shall turn to her hire, 
and shall commit fornication with all the kingdoms of the world 
upon the face of the earth. 

18 And her merchandise and her hire shall be holiness to the 

Lord : it shall not be treasured nor laid up; for her merchan- 
dise shall be for them that dwell before the Lord, to eat suf- 
ficiently, and for ^ durable clothing. ^ Heb.ow. 


§ 7 . Py'ophecy of Isaiah on the Invasion of Palestine by the Assyrian 

Army. 

ISAIAH X. VER. 5, TO THE END a Or, Wotio 

5 a O ^ Assyrian, the rod of mine anger, ^ and the staff in their bHeb*!i7^"* 
hand is mine indignation. 


Bishop Horsley supposes that the prophecy beginning at Isaiah x. 5. was uttered on the 
occasion of Sennacherib’s invasion. It is equally probable that it was spoken for the purpose of 
encouraging Hezekiah, when Sennacherib, immediately upon his father Shalmaneser’s death, 
renewed the demand for the tribute-money which had been paid to him and to Tiglatb-pileser by 
that king and Ahaz. When Hezekiah refused to comply with this demand, the king of Assyria 
declared war against Judah. Bishop Horsley supposes that the prophecy extends only to the thirty- 
second verse of this chapter: its immediate subject, he observes, is Sennacherib’s invasion of Judea; 
hut in speaking of the miraculous deliverance of the Jews from that calamity, the prophet’s views 
are sometimes carried forward to the greater and more general deliverance of the elect of God. 
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7^^-^ I will send him against an hypocritical nation, and against 6 
the people of my wrath will I give him a charge, to take the 
thfnf^airJaT P^cy, and ^ to tread them down like the 

ing. mire of the streets. 

e Gen. 1. 20. e fJowbeit he meaneth not so, neither doth his heart think 7 

so ; but it is in his heart to destroy and cut off nations not a 

few. 

24^3"’sf7&' ^For he saith. Are not my princes altogether kings? 8 

xix. li), &c. Is not ^ Calno as Carchemish? is not Hamath as Arpad ? is 9 

|^ 2 Km.xvm. i.^g Damascus ? 

h^ 2 Chr.xxxv. ^g Jj^nd hath found the kingdoms of the idols, andio 

i2 Kin. xvi.9. whose graven images did excel them of Jerusalem and of 
Samaria ; 

Shall I not, as I have done unto Samaria and her idols, so ll 
do to Jerusalem and her idols ? 

Wherefore it shall come to pass, that when the Lord hath 12 
k 2 Kin. xix. performed his whole work ^ upon mount Zion and on Jerusa- 
nieb.vm^ I will ^ punish the fruit of the stout heart of the king of 

Assyria, and the fflory of his hi^h looks. 

m Ileb. ofiheJ' • i ft i i r i ^ r ^ i 

greahiesHof p or lie saitli, 13y the strength of my hand 1 have done it^ 13 

' and by my wisdom ; for I am prudent : and I have removed 
the bonds of the people, and have robbed their treasures, and I 
^yl\opL^^~ have put down the inhabitants " like a valiant man : 

0 Job xxxi. And my hand hath found as a nest the riches of the peo- 14 
pie : and as one gathereth eggs that are left, have I gathered 

And in the end he passes from this subject of Sennacherib into an explicit prophecy of the final 
redemption, which is contained in the eleventh and twelfth chapters. The transition is so artificial, 
that the two last verses of this chapter may be considered either as the conclusion of this prophecy, 
or the beginning of the next. 

It is interesting to observe the beautiful manner in which the prophecy of our Saviour is intro- 
duced in the beginning of the eleventh chapter. At the conclusion of the tenth, the prophet had 
compared the enemies of God and his church, to the proud and lofty forests of Lebanon, the ruin of 
which is thus predicted, “He shall cut down the thickets of the forests with iron, and the high ones 
of stature shall be hewn down.’’ Pursuing the metaphor, he represents, in the midst of the general 
storm, while the proud oaks of the forests are torn up by their roots, or lopped of their branches, the 
promised Deliverer, as a twig springing out of a tree cut down to the ground, — “ And there shall 
come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall grow out of his roots.’’ This mention 
of the stump of Jesse, shews that the royal house of Judah is considered as one of the trees thrown 
down by the hurricane, which is typical of Sennacherib’s invasion, and proves the general extent of 
that prophetic commination. 

Chapters xiii. and xiv. to ver. 28, are added to this prophecy, as well on the authority of Light- 
foot, as on account of their apparent connexion with it. The prophecy commences with a denuncia- 
tion against Assyria, (ch. x. 5, &c.) It proceeds (ch. xi.) to describe the reign of the Messiah, and 
concludes with a song of praise for the anticipated blessings of that period. The prophet then, fore- 
seeing the fate of Babylon, takes up the burden of its desolation. Isaiah, in prophetic vision, saw 
that Babylon would become the capital of Assyria (it being taken some few years after by Esarhad- 
don,) and would be the cause of that empire^s aggrandizement and consequent fall; therefore, in 
denouncing vengeance against that city, he was in fact continuing his predictions against Assyria. 
Animated with this idea, he proceeds to describe the joy of the whole world upon the overthrow of 
the king of Babylon, when Lucifer, the son of the morning, shall fall from heaven (ch. xiv. 12 ) The 
bold and emphatic language of chapter xiv. must be referred to the overthrow of that spiritual Baby- 
lon, Antichrist, of which pagan Babylon was but the type. The capture of Babylon referred to, 
took place by the Medes and Persians, under Cyrus, about a hundred and seventy-six years after 
the prediction. At the time of the delivery of the prophecy, the Medes were an obscure people, 
without any apparent means of obtaining that power necessary to bring about its accomplishment. 
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all the earth; and there was none that moved the wing, or A.c. 716. 
opened the mouth, or peeped. ^ ' 

15 Shall P the ax boast itself against him that heweth there - p Jer. u. 20. 
with ? or shall the saw magnify itself against him that shaketh 

it ? ^as if the rod should shake itself against them that lift itqOr. 
up, or as if the staff should lift up ^ itself as if it were no IhtkeThem 
wood. ^ 

1 6 Therefore shall the Lord, the Lord of hosts, send among his which is not 
^fat ones leanness; and under his glory he shall kindle a burn- s ch. V. 17 . 
irig like the burning of a fire. 

17 And the light of Israel shall be for a fire, and his Holy One 
for a flame : and it shall burn and devour his thorns and his 
briers in one day ; 

18 And shall consume the glory of his forest, and of his fruitful 

field, ^ both soul and body : and they shall be as when a stand- t iieh.from 
ardbearer fainteth. ^even 7 d'the'^ 

19 And the rest of the trees of his forest shall be ^ few, that , 

, u ricu.vum- 

child may write them. her. 

20 And it shall come to pass in that day, that the remnant of 
Israel, and such as are escaped of the house of Jacob, shall no 
more again stay upon him that smote them; but shall stay upon 
the Lord, the Holy One of Israel, in truth. 

21 The remnant shall return, even the remnant of Jacob, unto 
the miglity God. 

22 ^ For though thy people Israel be as the sand of the sea, xR0m.ix.27. 

a remnant y of them shall return: *the consumption decreed y Heb. iw, or, 

shall overflow ^ with righteousness. 

23 For the Lord God of hosts shall make a consumption, even ; 
determined, in the midst of all the land. 

24 Therefore thus saith the Lord God of hosts, O my people 
that dwellest in Zion, be not afraid of the Assyrian : he shall 
smite thee with a rod, and shall lift up his staff* against thee, b or, but he 
after the manner of ® Egypt. 

25 " - -- 

and mine anger in their destruction. 

26 And the Lord of hosts shall stir up a scourge for him ac- 
cording to the slaughter of Midian at the rock of Oreb : and 
as his rod was upon the sea, so shall he lift it up after the man- 
ner of Egypt. 

27 And it shall come to pass in that day, that his burden ® shall ® 
be taken away from olF thy shoulder, and his yoke from off* 
thy neck, and the yoke shall be destroyed because of the 
anointing. 

28 He is come to Aiath, he is passed to Migron; at Michmash 
he hath laid up his carriages : 

29 They are gone over the passage : they have taken up their 
lodging at Geba; Ramah is afraid; Gibeah of Saul is fled. 


among. 

7. ch. xxviii, 
1 22 - 

a Or, in. 


shall lift up 
his staff for 


For yet a very little while, and the indignation shall cease, 
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A.c. f Lift up thy voice, O daughter of Gallim : cause it to be 30 

fHeb. Cry heard unto Laish, O poor Anathoth. 

shrill withihy Madmenah is removed; the inhabitants of Gebim gather 31 
themselves to flee. 

As yet shall he remain at Nob that day : he shall shake his 32 
hand against the mount of the daughter of Zion, the hill of 
Jerusalem. 

Behold, the Lord, the Lord of hosts, shall lop the bough 33 
with terror : and the high ones of stature shall he hewn down, 
and the Jiaughty shall be humbled. 

And he shall cut down the thickets of the forest with iron, 34 
g Or, mightily, and Lebanon shall fall ^ by a mighty one. 

ISAIAH XI. 

1 The peaceable kingdom of the Branch out of the root of Jesse. 10 The victorious re- 
storation of Israel, and vocation of the Gentiles. 

h Acts xiii. And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of ^ Jesse, i 
and a Branch shall grow out of his roots : 

And the spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, the spirit of 2 
' wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the 
spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord ; 
iHeb. 3cen/, And sliall make him of ^ quick understanding in the fear of 3 
or, me . Lord : and he shall not judge after the sight of his eyes, 

neither reprove after the hearing of his ears : 
k Or, argue. But with rightcousuess shall he judge the poor, and ^ reprove 4 
Ij^hesVii’ 8 equity for the meek of the earth : and lie shall ^ smite the 
’ earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips 
shall he slay the wicked. 

And righteousness shall be the girdle of his loins, and faith- 5 
fulness the girdle of his reins. 

mch.ixv.25. ^ The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard 6 
shall lie down with the kid ; and the calf and the young lion 
and the fading together: and a little child shall lead them. 

And the cow and the bear shall feed ; their young ones shall 7 
lie down together : and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 

And the sucking child shall play on the hole of the asp, 8 
n Or, adder*s. and the weaued child shall put his hand on the ” cockatrice’ 
den. 

They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain : 9 
for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord, as the 
waters cover the sea. 

And in that day there shall be a root of Jesse, which shall 10 
0 Rom. XV. stand for an ensign of the people ; to it shall the ^ Gentiles 
pkeh. glory. Seek: and his rest shall be p glorious. 

And it shall come to pass in that day, that the Lord shall set 11 
his hand again the second time to recover the remnant of his 
people, which shall be left, from Assyria, and from Egypt, and 
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15 
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2 
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from Patliros, and from Cush, and from Elam, and from Shi- 
nar, and from Hamath, and from the islands of the sea. 

And he shall set up an ensign for the nations, and shall 
assemble the outcasts of Israel, and gather together the dis- 
persed of Judah from the four ^ corners of the earth. 

The envy also of Ephraim shall depart, and the adversaries 
of Judah shall be cut off: Ephraim shall not envy Judah, and 
Judah shall not vex Ephraim. 

But they shall fly upon the shoulders of the Philistines to- 
ward the west ; they shall spoil ^ them of the east together : 
® they shall lay their hand upon Edom and Moab ; ^ and the 
children of Ammon shall obey them. 

And the Lord shall utterly destroy the tongue of the Egyp- 
tian sea ; and with his mighty wind shall he shake his hand 
over the river, and shall smite it in the seven streams, and make 
men go over ^ dryshod. 

And there sliall be an highway for the remnant of his people, 
which shall be left, from Assyria ; ^ like as it was to Israel in 
the day that he came up out of the land of Egypt. 


A.c. 715. 


q Heb, wings 


r Heb. the 
children of 
the east. 
s Heb. Edom 
and Moab 
shall be the 
laying on of 
their hand. 
t Heb. the 
children of 
Ammon their 
obedience. 
u Heb, in 
shoes. ■ 

X Ex. xiv. 29. 


ISAIAH XII. 


A joyful thanksgiving of the faithful for the mercies of God. 

And in that day thou shalt say, O Lord, I will praise thee: 
though thou wast angry with me, thine anger is turned away, 
and thou comfortedst me. 

Behold, God is my salvation ; I will trust, and not be afraid : 
for the Lord JEHOVAH is my strength y and my song; he 
also is become my salvation. 

Therefore with joy shall ye draw water out of the wells of sal- 
vation. 

And in that day shall ye say, Praise the Lord, ^ call upon ^ 
his name, declare his doing-s among the people, make mention aOr, proclaim 

. 1 .. j ® ® r r ? his name. 

that his name is exalted. 

Sing unto the Lord ; for he hath done excellent things : this 
is known in all the earth. 

Cry out and shout, thou ^ inhabitant of Zion : for great is 
the Holy One of Israel in the midst of thee. 


ISAIAH XIII. 

God mustereth the armies of his. wrath. 6 He ihreateneth to destroy Babylon by the 
Medes. 19 The desolation of Babylon. 

The burden of Babylon, which Isaiah the son of Amoz did 
see. 

Lift ye up a banner upon the high mountain, exalt the voice 
unto them, shake the hand, that they may go into the gates of 
the nobles. 

I have commanded my sanctified ones, I have also called my 
VOL. n. T 
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A.c. 715- mighty ones for mine anger, even them that rejoice in my high- 
ness. 

The noise of a multitude in the mountains, ^ like as of a 4 
great people ; a tumultuous noise of the kingdoms of nations 
gathered together : the Lord of hosts mustereth the host of the 
battle. 

They come from a far country, from the end of heaven, even. r> 
the Lord, and the weapons of his indignation, to destroy 
the whole land. 

Howl ye; for the day of the Lord is as at hand; it shall 6 
come as a destruction from the Almighty. 

Therefore shall all hands ‘^be faint, and every man’s heart 7 
shall melt : 

And they shall be afraid : pangs and sorrows shall take hold 8 
of them ; they shall be in pain as a women that travaileth : they 
shall ^'be amazed ^one at another; their faces shall he as 
flames. 

Behold, the day of the Lord cometh, cruel both with wrath 9 
and fierce anger, to lay the land desolate : and he shall destroy 
of the flames, sinucrs thereof out of it. 

For the stars of heaven and the constellations thereof shall 10 
h Ezek. not givc their light : the sun shall be ^ darkened in his going 
forth, and the moon shall not cause her light to shine. 
xxiv?29‘ ^ punish the world for their evil, and the wicked 11 

Lukexxi‘25' iniquity ; and I will cause the arrogancy of the proud 

“ * to cease, and will lay low the haughtiness of the terrible. 

I will make a man more precious than fine gold ; even a man 12 
than the golden wedge of Ophir. 

Therefore I will shake the heavens, and the earth shall remove 13 
out of her place, in the wrath of the Lord of hosts, and in the 
day of his fierce anger. 

And it shall be as the chased roe, and as a sheeep that no 14 
man taketh up : they shall every man turn to his own people, 
and flee every one into his own land. 

Every one that is found shall be thrust through; and every 15 
one that is joined unto them shall fall by the sword. 
i^Ps.cxxxvii. Their children also shall be 'dashed to pieces before their iG 
eyes ; their houses shall be spoiled, and their wives ravished. 

Behold, I will stir up the Medes against them, which shall 17 
not regard silver ; and as for gold, they shall not delight in it. 

Their bows also shall dash the young men to pieces; and I8 
they shall have no pity on the fruit of the womb ; their eyes shall 
not spare children. 

And Babylon, the glory of kingdoms, the beauty of the Chal- 19 
k Heb. as the dees* cxccllency, shall be ^ as when God overthrew ^ Sodom and 
Gomorrah. 

24. jer. 1. 40. It shall never be inhabited, neither shall it be dwelt in from 20 


c Heb. the 
Wceness of. 


d Or, fall 
down. 


e Heb. won- 
der. 

f Heb. every 
man at his 
neighbour. 
g Heh. faces 
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generation to generation : neither shall the Arabian pitch tent A.c. 715. 
there ; neither shall the shepherds make their fold there, ' ' ' 

21 But "‘wild beasts of the desert shall lie there; and their «iHeb.z«fw. 

houses shall be full of "doleful creatures; and “PowIs shall mieb.oc/im/. 
dwell there, and satyrs shall dance there. p 

22 And ^ the wild beasts of the islands shall cry in their ^ deso- q 

late houses, and dragons in pleasant palaces; and her time palaces, 
is near to come, ana her days shall not be prolonged. 

ISAIAH XIV. VER. 1 27- 

1 For the Lord will have mercy on Jacob, and will yet choose 
Israel, and set them in their own land : and the strangers shall be 
joined with them, and they shall cleave to the house of Jacob. 

2 And the people shall take them, and bring them to their 
place : and the liouse of Israel shall possess them in the land of 
the Lord for servants and handmaids: and they shall take 
them captives, ® whose captives they were ; and they shall rule 

over their oppressors. them captives. 

3 And it shall come to pass in the day that the Lord shall give 
thee rest from thy sorrow, and from thy fear, and from the hard 
bondage wherein thou wast made to serve, 

4 That thou shalt take up this ^ proverb against the king of 

Babylon, and say, How hath the oppressor ceased ! the "golden u or, earac/m* 
city ceased ! of gold. 

5 The Lord hath broken the staff of the wicked, and the 
sceptre of the rulers. 

6 He who smote the people in wrath with a continual stroke, 

he that ruled the nations in anger, is persecuted, and none hin- moving. 
dereth. 

7 The whole earth is at rest, and is quiet : they break forth into 
singing. 

8 Yea, the fir trees rejoice at thee, and the cedars of Lebanon, 
saying^ Since thou art laid down, no feller is come up against 
us. 

9 y Hell from beneath is moved for thee to meet thee at thy y 
coming : it stirreth up the dead for thee, even all the * " chief z Heb. lead 
ones of the earth ; it hath raised up from their thrones all the Tor, great 
kings of the nations. 

10 All they shall speak and say unto thee. Art thou also become 
weak as we ? art thou become like unto us ? 

1 1 Thy pomp is brought down to the grave, and the noise of 
thy viols : the worm is spread under thee, and the worms cover 
thee. 

12 How art thou fallen from heaven, Lucifer, son of the ^ ^ 

morning! how art thou cut down to the ground, which didst 
weaken the nations ! 

13 For ^hou hast said in thine heart, I will ascend into heaven, 

I will exalt my throne above the stars of God : I will sit also 

T 2 
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[PART xin. 


A.C. 715 - upon the mount of the congregation, in the sides of the 
north : 

I will ascend above the heights of the clouds : I will be like 14 
the most High. 

Yet thou shaltbe brought down to hell, to the sides of the pit. 15 

They that see thee shall narrowly look upon thee, and con- 16 
sider tnee, saying^ Is this the man that made the earth to 
tremble, that did shake kingdoms ; 

That made the world as a wilderness, and destroyed the cities 17 
thereof; that ® opened not the house of his prisoners? 
soncrK loose All the kings of the nations, eiien all of them, lie in glory, is 

homewards. Qjjg llOUSC. 

But thou art cast out of thy grave like an abominable branch, 19 
and as the raiment of those that are slain, thrust through with 
a sword, that go down to the stones of the pit ; as a carcase 
trodden under feet. 

Thou shalt not be joined with them in burial, because thou 20 
(ijobxviii. hast destroyed thy land, slain thy people: the seed of 
&xxxvii. 28. evildoers shall never be renowned. 

e Ex* XX. 5. Prepare slaughter for his children ®for the iniquity of their 21 
Matt, xxiii. fathers; that they do not rise, nor possess the land, nor fill the 
face of the world with cities. 

For I will rise up against them, saith the Lord of hosts, and 22 
cut off from Babylon the name, and remnant, and son, and 
nephew, saith the Lord. 

I will also make it a possession for the bittern, and pools of 2:1 
water : and I will sweep it with the besom of destruction, saith 
the Lord of hosts. 

The Lord of hosts hath sworn, saying, Surely as I have 24 
thought, so shall it come to pass ; and as I have purposed, so 
shall it stand : 

That I will break the Assyrian in my land, and upon my 25 
mountains tread him under foot : then shall his yoke depart from 
off them, and his burden depart from otf their shoulders. 

This is the purpose that is purposed upon the whole earth : 26 
and this is the hand that is stretched out upon all the nations. 
f2Chr. XX. For the Lord of hosts hath ^purposed, and who shall dis- 2/ 
pr^?*^xxi.36. annul it? and his hand is stretched out, and who shall turn it 

Dan.iv. 3 L back *^ ? 

Bishop Lowth remarks, that this chapter contains a poem superior to any thing of its kind 
extant in any language. For beauty of disposition, strength of colouring, greatness of sentiment, 
brevity, perspicuity, and force of expression, it stands among all the monuments of antiquity un- 
rivalled. Chap. xiii. opens with the gathering together of the different nations, appointed to execute 
the divine wrath on Babylon ; and from ver. 11 . to the end predicts the dreadful destruction of its 
inhabitants, and the everlasting desolation to which that great city was doomed. It is one of the 
most beautiful examples of variety of image, sublimity of sentiment, and diction, that can be given in 
the prophetic style. The deliverance of Judah from captivity, the immediate consequence of this 
great event, is celebrated in ver. 1, 2 . chap. xiv. The ode then commences with a chorus of Jews 
rejoicing in the downfall of the oppressor, and the destruction of the “golden city.” The whole 
earth shouteth for joy, and the cedars of Lebanon (or all those rulers, or kingdoms, who had been 
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§ 8. General Prophecy of the Desolation and Recovery of Judea. 

ISAIAH XXIV 

I The doleful judgments of God upon the land. 13 A remnant shall joyfully praise him. 

16 God in his judgments shall advance his kingdom. * 

1 Behold, the Lord maketh the earth empty, and maketh it A.c. 7l4. 

waste, and ® turneth it upside down, and scattereth abroad the 
inhabitants thereof. JJc^fhereoj 

2 And it shall be, as with the people, so with the priest; as h or, prince. 

with the servant, so with his master ; as with the maid, so with ^ ^ 

her mistress ; as with the buyer, so with the seller ; as with the 
lender, so with the borrower ; as with the taker of usury, so 

with the giver of usury to him. 

3 The land shall be utterly emptied, and utterly spoiled: for 
the Lord hath spoken this word. 

4 The earth mourneth and fadeth away, the world languisheth 

and fadeth away, ^ the haughty people of the earth do languish, d Hei). the 

5 The earth also is defiled under the inhabitants thereof ; be- ^peupie!^ 
cause they have transgressed the laws, changed the ordinance, 
broken the everlasting covenant. 

G Therefore hath the curse devoured the earth, and they that 
dwell therein are desolate : therefore the inhabitants of the earth 
are burned, and few men left. 

7 The new wine mourneth, the vine languisheth, all the merry- 
hearted do sigh. 

8 The mirth ® of tabrets ceaseth, the noise of them that rejoice ^ j^er. 

endeth, the joy of the harp ceaseth. xxv. io.’ 

9 They shall not drink wine with a song; strong drink shall be 
bitter to them that drink it. 


harassed or oppressed) utter a severe taunt over the fallen tyrant. The regions of the dead are then 
laid open, ver. 9. ; and Hades is represented as rousing up the shades of the departed monarchs, to 
receive the king of liabylon on his entrance, and to insult him on being reduced to the same miser- 
able state of impotence and dissolution with themselves. The Jews now resume the speech, ver. 12. 
and address the king of Babylon as the morning star fallen from heaven ; and compare, in bitter 
terms of reproach, his former arrogant boasts of power, with his present low and abject condition. 
His body is then represented as being cast out, and lying naked on the ground, with the common 
slain, just after the taking of the city; and he is again reproached, with the severest taunts, for his 
cruel usage of the conquered, which deservedly brought upon him this ignominious treatment. To 
complete the whole, God is introduced, declaring the fate of Babylon, the utter extirpation of the 
royal family, the total dissolution of the city, the deliverance of his people, and the destruction of 
their enemies; confirming the irreversible decree by the awful sanction of his oath. This prophecy 
was delivered one hundred and eighty years before its accomplishment ; and the Medes, who are 
expressly mentioned, chap. xiii. 7* as the principal agents in the overthrow of Babylon, were at that 
time an inconsiderable people, having been in a state of anarchy ever since the fall of the Assyrian 
empire, of which they had made a part, under Sardanapalus, and did not become a kingdom under 
Deioces till about the 17th of Hezekiah. — Notes on Isaiah, in loc. Lowth. 

These chapters are generally supposed to allude to Sennacherib’s invasion. Bishop Lowth is 
of opinion, that they refer to the three great desolations of Judea, by Shalmaneser, Sennacherib, and 
the Romans. — Bishop Horsley, to the general tribulation of the latter ages, and the succeeding pros- 
perity of the Church in the end of the world. They are placed here chiefly on the authority of 
Lightfoot ; and seem to have been written to console the faithful people of Judea, in the desolation 
caused by Sennacherib’s army. 
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A.C. 714 . The city of confusion is broken down : every house is shut lo 
up, that no man may come in. 

There is a crying for wine in the streets ; all joy is darkened, ii 
the mirth of the land is gone. 

In the city is left desolation, and the gate is smitten with 12 
destruction. 

When thus it shall be in the midst of the land among the 13 
people, there shall be as the shaking of an olive tree, and as the 
gleaning grapes when the vintage is done. 

They Siall lift up their voice, they shall sing for the majesty 14 
of the Lord, they shall cry aloud from the sea. 
i Ox, valley. Wherefore glorify ye the Lord in the ^ fires, even the name of 15 

the Lord God of Israel in the isles of the sea. 
g Heb. wing. From the ^ uttermost part of the earth have we heard songs, 16 
h Heb. Lean^ grlorv to the riffhteous. But I said, ^ Mv leanness, mv 
My secret to leanness, woe unto me ! the treacherous dealers have dealt 
treacherously; yea, the treacherous dealers have dealt very 
treacherously. 

^ Fear, and the pit, and the snare, are upon thee, O inhabi- \7 
tant of the earth. 

And it shall come to pass, that he who fleeth from the noise I8 
of the fear shall fall into the pit ; and he that cometh up out 
of the midst of the pit shall be taken in the snare : for the 
windows from on high are open, and the foundations of the 
earth do shake. 

The earth is utterly broken down, the earth is clean dissolved, 19 
the earth is moved exceedingly. 

The earth shall reel to and fro like a drunkard, and shall be 20 
removed like a cottage ; and the transgression thereof shall be 
heavy upon it ; and it shall fall, and not rise again. 

And it shall come to pass in that day, that the Lord shall 21 
k Heb. visit ^ punish the host of the high ones that are on high, and the 
tipon. kings of the earth upon the earth. 

1 Heb. with And they shall be gathered together, * as prisoners are ga- 22 
*ofprton^s^ thered in the pit, and shall be shut up in the prison, and after 
^0?/’ many days shall they be “ visited. 

n Or, found Then the ° moon shall be confounded, and the sun ashamed, 23 
o ch. xfii.lO. when the Lord of hosts shall reign in mount Zion, and in 
Jerusalem, and p before his ancients gloriously. 

& iii. 15.’ 


p Or, there 
shall be glory 
before his j 
ancients. 


ISAIAH XXV. 

The prophet praiseth Ood, for his judgments^ () for his saving benefits, 9 and for his 
victorious salvation. 


O Lord, thou art my God; I will exalt thee, I will praise i 
thy name ; for thou hast done wonderful things ; thy counsels 
of old are faithfulness and truth. 

For thou hast made of a city an heap ; of a defenced city a 2 
ruin ; a palace of strangers to be no city ; it shall never be built. 
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3 Therefore shall the strong people glorify thee, the city of A.c. 714. 

the terrible nations shall fear thee. ' " ' 

4 For thou hast been a strength to the poor, a strength to the 
needy in his distress, a refuge from the storm, a shadow from 
the heat, when the blast of the terrible ones is as a storm 
against the wall. 

5 Thou shalt bring down the noise of strangers, as the heat 
in a dry place ; even the heat with the shadow of a cloud : the 
branch of the terrible ones shall be brought low. 

6 And in this mountain shall the Lord of hosts make unto all 
people a feast of fat things, a feast of wines on the lees, of fat 
things full of marrow, of wines on the lees well refined. 

7 And he will ^ destroy in this mountain the face of the cover- ^ 

ing ^ cast over all people, and the veil that is spread over all r Heb. cover - 
nations. 

8 He will ® swallow up death in victory ; and the Lord God cor. xv. 
will wipe away tears from off all faces; and the ^ rebuke of his t Rev vu. 17 . 
people shall he take away from off all the earth : for the Lord 

hath spoken it. 

9 And it shall be said in that day, Lo, this is our God ; we 
have waited for him, and he will save us : this is the Lord ; 
we have waited for him, we will be glad and rejoice in his sal- 
vation. 

10 For in this mountain shall the hand of the Lord rest, and 

Moab shall be trodden down under him, even as straw is u or, ihresh- 
^ trodden down for the dunghill. threah- 

11 And he shall spread forth his hands in the midst of them, as 
he that swimmeth spreadcth forth his hands to swim : and he 
shall bring down their pride together with the spoils of their 
hands. 

12 And the fortress of the high fort of thy wall shall he bring 
down, lay low, and bring to the ground, even to the dust. 

ISAIAH XXVI. 

1 A song inciting to confidence hi God, bfor his judgments, 12 and for his favour to his 
peojde. 20 An exhortation to wait on God, 

1 In that day shall this song be sung in the land of Judah; 

We have a strong city; salvation will God appoint walls and 
bulwarks. 

2 Open ye the gates, that the righteous nation which keepeth 

the y truth may enter in. yHeb. trutha. 

3 Thou wilt keep him ^ in perfect peace, whose ^ mind is stayed z iich/peace, 

on thee : because he trusteth in thee. l^or^hought, 

4 Trust ye in the Lord for ever: for in the Lord JEHOVAH imagina - ' 

is ^ everlasting strength : biieb. the 

5 For he bringeth down them that dwell on high ; the lofty city, 
he layeth it Tow; he layeth it low, even to the ground; he 
bringeth it even to the dust. 
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A C. ^\i. The foot shall tread it down, even the feet of the poor, and 6 
the steps of the needy. 

The way of the just is uprightness : thou, most upright, dost 7 
weigh the path of the just. 

Yea, in the way of thy judgments, O Lord, have we waited 8 
for thee ; the desire of our soul is to thy name, and to the re- 
membrance of thee. 

With my soul have I desired thee in the night ; yea, with my g 
spirit within me will I seek thee early : for when thy judgments 
are in the earth, the inhabitants of the world will learn right- 
eousness. 

Let favour be shewed to the wicked, ^et will he not learn lO 
righteousness : in the land of uprightness will he deal unjustly, 
and will not behold the majesty of the Lord. 

Lord, when thy hand is lifted up, they will not see : hut they 1 1 
0 Or, toward shall see, and be ashamed for their envy ‘'at the people; yea, 
i\iy people, thine enemies shall devour them. 

Lord, thou wilt ordain peace for us: for thou also hast 12 
A Or, for US. wFought all our works ^ in us. 

O Lord our God, lords beside thee have had dominion 13 
over us : but by thee only will we make mention of thy name. 

They are dead, they shall not live ; they are deceased, they 14 
shall not rise : therefore hast thou visited and destroyed them, 
and made all their memory to perish. 

Thou hast increased the nation, O Lord, thou hast increased 15 
the nation : tliou art glorified : thou hadst removed it far unto 
all the ends of the earth. 

Lord, in trouble have they visited thee, they poured out a 16 
e Heb. secret ® prayer when thy chastening was upon them. 
speech. ^ woman with child, that draweth near the time of her 17 

delivery, is in pain, and crieth out in her pangs ; so have we 
been in thy sight, O Lord. 

We have been with child, we have been in pain, we have as 3 8 
it were brought forth wind; we have not wrought any deliver- 
ance in the earth ; neither have the inhabitants of the world 
fallen. 

Thy dead men shall live, together with my dead body shall ig 
they arise. Awake and sing, ye that dwell in dust : for thy dew 
is as the dew of herbs, and the earth shall cast out the dead. 

Come, my people, enter thou into thy chambers, and shut 20 
thy doors about thee : hide thyself as it were for a little mo- 
ment, until the indignation be overpast. 
fMic.i. 3. For, behold, the Lord ^cometh out of his place to punish 2i 
the inhabitants of the earth for their iniquity : the earth also 
g Heb. 6 / 00 *. shall disclosc her ^ blood, and shall no more cover her slain. 
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ISAIAH XXVII. 

1 The care of God over his vineyard. ^ His chastisements differ from judgments. 

12 The church of Jews and Gentiles. 

1 In that day the Lord with his sore and great and strong A.c. 714. 
sword shall punish leviathan the piercing serpent, even levia- h Or, crossing 
than that crooked serpent ; and he shall sTay tne dragon that is ® 

in the sea. 

2 In that day sing ye unto her, A vineyard of red wine. 

3 I the Lord do keep it; I will water it every moment: lest 
any hurt it, I will keep it night and day. 

4 Fury is not in me : who would set the briers and thorns 
agrainst me in battle ? I would ^ go through them, I would burn ^ 
them together. 

5 Or let him take hold of my strength, that he may make peace 
with me ; and he shall make peace with me. 

6 He shall cause them that come of Jacob to take root : Israel 
shall blossom and bud, and fill the face of the world with fruit. 

7 Hath he smitten him, ^as he smote those that smote him? 

or is he slain according to the slaughter of them that are slain urokeojihose. 
by him ? 

8 In measure, ^ when it shooteth forth, thou wilt debate with it : ^ 

^ he stayeth his rough wind in the day of the east wind, it forth. 

9 By this therefore shall the iniquity of Jacob be purged ; and 
this is all the fruit to take away his sin ; when he maketh all 
the stones of the altar as chalkstoiies that are beaten in sunder, 

the groves and ” images shall not stand up. « or, sun 

10 Yet the defenced city shall he desolate, and the habitation 
forsaken, and left like a wilderness : there shall the calf feed, 
and there shall he lie down, and consume the branches thereof. 

11 When the boughs thereof are withered, they shall be broken 
off : the women come, and set them on fire : for it is a 
people of no understanding : therefore he that made them will 
not have mercy on them, and he that formed them will shew 
them no favour. 

12 And it shall come to pass in that day, that the Lord shall 
beat off from the channel of the river unto the stream of Egypt, 
and ye shall be gathered one by one, 0 ye children of Israel. 

13 And it shall come to pass in that day, that the great trumpet 
shall be blown, and they shall come which were ready to perish 
in the land of Assyria, and the outcasts in the land of Egypt, 
and shall worship the Lord in the holy mount at Jerusalem. 
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PERIOD SIXTH. 


[part XII 1. 


A.C. 713 . 


a Heb. o/ the 
bow. 


b Heb. I will 
be hitter in 
weeping. 


c Heb. made 
naked. 
d Heb. the 
choice of thy 
i^alleya. 
e Or, toward. 


fch. Ivi. 12. 
Wisd. ii. 6. 

1 Chr. XV. 32. 


§ 9. Prophecy of the Invasion of Judea ; and the Destruction of 

Babylon. 

ISAIAH XXII. VER. 1 — 14“’. 

The burden of the valley of vision. What aileth thee now, i 
that thou art wholly gone up to the housetops ? 

Thou that art full of stirs, a tumultuous city, a joyous city : 2 
thy slain men are not slain with the sword, nor dead in battle. 

All thy rulers are fled together, they are bound by the 3 
archers : all that are found in thee are bound together, which 
have fled from far. 

Therefore said I, Look away from me ; ^ I will weep bitterly, 4 
labour not to comfort me, because of the spoiling of the daugh- 
ter of my people. 

For it is a day of trouble, and of treading down, and of per- 5 
plexity by the Lord God of hosts in the valley of vision, 
breaking down the walls, and of crying to the mountains. 

And Elam bare the quiver with chariots of men horsemen, 6 
and Kir ® uncovered the shield. 

And it shall come to pass, that thy choicest valleys shall be 7 
full of chariots, and the horsemen shall set themselves in array 
® at the gate. 

And he discovered the covering of Judah, and thou didst 8 
look in that day to the armour of the house of the forest. 

Ye have seen also the breaches of the city of David, that 9 
they are many : and ye gathered together the waters of the 
lower pool. 

And ye have numbered the houses of Jerusalem, and the 10 
houses have ye broken down to fortify the wall. 

Ye made also a ditch between the two walls for the water of 11 
the old pool : but ye have not looked unto the maker thereof, 
neither had respect unto him that fashioned it long ago. 

And in that day did the Lord God of hosts call to weeping, 12 
and to mourning, and to baldness, and to girding with sack- 
cloth : 

And behold joy and gladness, slaying oxen, and killing sheep, 13 
eating flesh, and drinking wine : ^ let us eat and drink ; for to 
morrow we shall die. 

And it was revealed in mine ears by the Lord of hosts, 14 


In this animated and beautiful chapter, the prophet represents the people of Jerusalem as run- 
ning to the house tops, to gaze on an approaching army. At the time of the delivery of this pro- 
phecy, it is most probable that the host of Assyria was daily expected to appear before Jerusalem. 
On comparing Isaiah xxii. 9. with 2 Chron. xxxii. 6. it will be evident that the Prophet alludes in 
the plainest terms to the warlike preparations of Hezekiah for the defence of the city. Bishop 
Horsley’s conjecture, however, is very probable, that these first fourteen verses refer to the siege and 
capture of Jerusalem in the reign of Zedekiah. In his opinion, the impenitence alluded to in ver. 
11 and 13, and the utter ruin denounced in ver. 14, suit not the time of Hezekiah, nor the event of 
Sennacherib’s expedition. This prophecy may indeed be considered as referring to both these 
events ; one may be regarded as it were the type of the other. — Horsley’s Bib. Crit. vol. ii. 




PART XIII.] ISAIAH’S PROPHECY OF THE FALL OF BABYLON. 283 

Surely this iniquity shall not be purged from you till ye die, A.c. 713. 
saith the Lord God of hosts. 

ISAIAH XXI 

1 The propheti bewailing the captivity of his people^ seeth in a vision the fall of Babylon 
by the Medes and Persians, 1 1 Edonif scorning the prophet, is moved to repentance, 

13 The set time of Arabians calamity, 

1 The burden of the desert of the sea. As whirlwinds in the 
south pass through ; so it cometh from the desert, from a terrible 
land. 

2 A ® grievous vision is declared unto me; the treacherous ^ 
dealer dealeth treacherously, and the spoiler spoileth. Go up, 

O Elam : besiege, O Media ; all the sighing thereof have I 
made to cease. 

3 Therefore are my loins filled with pain : pangs have taken 
hold upon me, as the pangs of a woman that travaileth : I was 
bowed down at the hearing of it ; I was dismayed at the seeing 
of it, 

4 ^ My heart panted, fearfulness affrighted me: the night of 
my pleasure hath he ^ turned into fear unto me. 

5 ^ Prepare the table, watch in the watch-tower, eat, drink : k Dan. v. 5 . 
arise, ye princes, and anoint the shield. 

Part of this prophecy was to be fulfilled within a year of its delivery, see ver. 16. ; and it was 
probably given about the same time witli the others contained in this part of the book of Isaiah ; 
that is, immediately before, or after, the fourteenth of Hczckiah, the year of Sennacherib’s invasion. 
It is supposed the king of Assyria overran these several clans of Arabians on his first march into 
Judea, or perhaps on his return from the Egyptian expedition. 

The operatiorj of the Spirit of God upon the minds of his prophets may be supposed to bear some 
analogy to the ordinary operations of the human intellect. In the latter instance the process of 
recollection is effected, by one idea suggesting another ; which being usual, and common, is deno- 
minated natural : in the former, future events are anticipated by what may be considered prophetic 
association ; that is, on the occurrence of any great event, God, by his Spirit, enables the prophet to 
foresee a succession of future events, which will succeed the one which is immediately present before 
him; and this being unusual, and uncommon, can be attributed only to divine and miraculous 
influence. The grand subject of the prophecy in chap. xxi. is the overthrow of the Babylonian 
empire ; the destruction of which appears to have been associated in Isaiah’s mind, with the ruin 
which hung over, and menaced Jerusalem. 

For a very curious, and, not improbably, correct interpretation of ver. 11, 12. vide Fragments of 
Calmet. 

After the burthen of Jerusalem he recurs to the burthen of Babylon, “ the desert of the sea,” 
which he foresees would bring ruin on his native land, a more fatal ruin than that with which she 
was then threatened ; and that Babylon, in her turn, would be destroyed by the increasing great- 
ness of that power, which now, comparatively small, and obscure, was enrolled in the service of the 
enemies of Judah. He sees the men of Kir and Elam, chap. xxii. 6. (the Medes and Persians) 
among the soldiers of Assyria ; he sees their future greatness, and the final overthrow of Babylon. 
He foresees these circumstances in prophetic vision, and relates them, as orderly as an uninspired 
writer would have done from association or recollection. At the very moment when these united 
forces were in array against Jerusalem, he predicts the time, when the Medes and Persians, arrived 
at their height of power, should in like manner be leagued against Babylon. He enters into the 
midst of things ; and describes, in bold and animated language, the very banquet at which the 
princes and nobles should be seated when “ all the images of her gods should be broken to the 
ground.” 

“ Prepare the table, watch in the tower,” are terms literally expressive of the actual security 
and revelling of the sovereign : Belshazzar was eating and drinking with his wives and concubines, 
till the Persians entered his palace, forced the goblet from his lips, and compelled his princes to 
“ arise, and anoint the shield.” Ver. 5. Compare this prophecy with its wonderful accomplishment, 
Daniel v. 
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PERIOD SIXTH. [PAR'r xni. 


A.C. 713. 


1 Or, cried a* 
a lion. 
m Hab. ii. 1. 
n Or, every 
night. 

o Jer. li. 8. 
Rev. xiv. 8. 
& xviii. 2. 


p Heb. ton. 


q Or, bring ye. 


X Or, for fear. 
s Hcb.frorn 
the face. 


t Heb. horn. 


a 2 Kin. 
xviii. 13, &c. 
Is. xxxvi. 1, 
&c. 

b Heb. to 
break them 
up. 

c Heb. his 
face was to 
war. 


d Heb. over- 
fiowed. 


e Or, Moordst 
or, weapons. 


For thus hath the Lord said unto me, Go, set a watchman, 6 
let him declare what he seeth. 

And he saw a chariot with a couple of horsemen, a chariot 7 
of asses, and a chariot of camels ; and he hearkened diligently 
with much heed : 

And ^ he cried, A lion : My lord, I stand continually upon 8 
the “ watchtower in the daytime, and I am set in my ward 
" whole nights : 

And, behold, here cometh a chariot of men, with a couple of 9 
horsemen. And he answered and said, ® Babylon is fallen, is 
fallen ; and all the graven images of her gods he hath broken 
unto the ground. 

O my threshing, and the p corn of my floor : that which I 10 
have heard of the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, have I 
declared unto you. 

The burden of Dumah. He calleth to me out of Seir, 11 
Watchman, what of the night ? Watchman, what of the night ? 

The watchman said, The morning cometh, and also the 12 
night : if ye will inquire, enquire ye : return, come. 

The burden upon Arabia. In the forest in Arabia shall ye 13 
lodge, O ye travelling companies of Dedanim. 

llie inhabitants of the land of Tema ^ brought water to him 14 
that was thirsty, they prevented with their bread him tliat fled. 

For they fled ^'^from the swords, from the drawn sword, and 15 
from the bent bow, and from the grievousness of war. 

For thus hath the Lord said unto me, Within a year, ac- 16 
cording to the years of an hireling, and all the glory of Kedar 
shall fail : 

And the residue of the number of ^ archers, the mighty men 17 
of the children of Kedar, shall be diminished : for the Lord 
God of Israel hath spoken it, 

§ 10 . First Invasion of Sennacherib, 

2 CHRONICLES XXXII. VER. 1 8. 

After ® these things, and the establishment thereof, Senna- i 
cherib king of Asyria came, and entered into Judah, and en- 
camped against the fenced cities, and thought ^ to win them 
for himself. And when Hezekiah saw that Sennacherib was 2 
come, and that ® he was purposed to fight against Jerusalem, he 3 
took counsel with his princes and his mighty men to stop the 
waters of the fountains which were vfithout the city : and they 
did help him. So there was gathered much people together, 4 
who stopped all the fountains, and the brook that ^ ran through 
the midst of the land, saying. Why should the kings of Assyria 
come, and find much water ? Also he strengthened himself, 5 
and built up all the wall that was broken, and raised it up to 
the towers, and another wall without, and repaired Millo in the 
city of David, and made ® darts and shields in abundance. 
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6 And lie set captains of war over the people, and gathered them A.c. 713. 
together to him in the street of the gate of the city, and ^ spake 

7 comfortably to them, saying, Be strong and courageous, be not 
afraid nor dismayed for the king of Assyria, nor for all the 
multitude that is with him : for there he more with us than with 

shim: With him 25 an ^ arm of flesh; but with us the Lord ^vh. 5. 
our God to help us, and to fight our battles. And the people 
rested themselves upon the words of Hezekiah king of Judah, 

Submission of Hezekiah, and Capture of Ashdod. 

2 KINGS XVIII. VER. 13 — 16. 

13 Now Mn the fourteenth year of king: Hezekiah did ^ Senna- *2 ciir. 

..... r k • *' !*• r XXxn. J, &r. 

cherib king 01 Assyria come up against all the fenced cities of is. xxxvi. 1, 

14 Judah, and took them. And Hezekiah king of Judah sent to 
the king of Assyria to Lachish, saying, I have offended ; return 
from me : that which thou puttest on me will I bear. And the 
king of Assyria appointed unto Hezekiah king of Judah three 

15 hundred talents of silver and thirty talents of gold. And 
Hezekiah gave him all the silver that was found in the house 

16 of the Lord, and in the treasures of the king’s house. At 
that time did Hezekiah cut off the gold from the doors of the 
temple of the Lord, ^ndfrom the pillars which Hezekiah king 
of Judah had overlaid, and gave ^ it to the king of Assyria. 

ISAIAH XX. 

A type prefiguring the shameful captivity of Egypt and Ethiopia. 

1 In the year that Tartan came unto Ashdod'*®, (when Sargon 
the king of Assyria sent him,) and fought against Ashdod, and 
took it ; 

2 At the same time spake the Lord by Isaiah the son ofmHeb.6y/*^ 
Amoz, saying. Go and loose the sackcloth from off thy loins, YsafJl 
and put off thy shoe from thy foot. And be did so, walking 

naked and barefoot. 

3 And the Lord said. Like as my servant Isaiah hath walked 
naked and barefoot three years for a sign and wonder upon 
Egypt and upon Ethiopia ; 

4 80 shall the king of Assyria lead away ” the Egyptians pri- 
soners, and the Ethiopians captives, young and old, naked and Egypt. 

Ashdod was long in the possession of the Philistines, and formed one of the five governments 
of that people. It was originally assigned by Joshua to the tribe of Judah. This town was so 
strongly fortified, that Psammetichus lay before it nine and twenty years, before he effected its 
reduction. It was afterwards retaken, and added to Judah by Uzziah, (2 Chron. xxvi. 6.), and its 
conquest was secured by Hczekiah’s defeat of the Philistines, (2 Kings xviii. 8.) On this king’s 
consenting to pay tribute to Sennacherib, (2 Kings xviii. 14), the latter marched against Egypt, to 
punish it for its alliance with Judah; and, the better to open his way into that country, he sent 
Tartan, one of his generals, (2 Kings xviii. 17.) before him, to take Ashdod, or Azotus. From the 
capture of this place, the prophet Isaiah dates the beginning of the war, which Sennacherib carried 
on against the Egyptians, and foretells their captivity and ruin ; which was accomplished, according 
to the prediction, within the space of three years, (ver. 3.) — Prideaux's Connection, p. 31. 
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PERIOD SIXTH. 


[part xiir. 


A.c. 7i3. barefoot, even with their buttocks uncovered, to the ® shame of 

o Heb. naked- 

And they shall be afraid and ashamed of Ethiopia their 
expectation, and of Egypt their glory. 

V Or, country, inhabitant of this Pisle shall say in that day. 

Behold, such is our expectation, whither we flee for help to 
be delivered from the king of Assyria: and how shall we 
escape ? 


§11. Prophetic Appeal to Jerusalem, while Sennacherib's Army was in 

the Country, 

ISAIAH XX1X^\ 

1 God’s heavy judgment upon Jerusalem. 7 The unsatiahleness of her enemies. 9 The 
senselessness, 13 and deep hypocrisy of the Jews, A promise of sanctification to 
the godly. 

Woe ^to Ariel, to Ariel, ^the city ichere David dwelt! add i 
iton of God. ye year to year ; let them ® kill sacrifices. 

hOt.ofthe Yet I will distress Ariel, and there shall be heaviness and 2 
^theh^adi!^^ sorrow : and it shall be unto me as Ariel. 

And I will camp against thee round about, and will lay 3 
siege against thee with a mount, and I will raise forts against 
thee. 


In the beginning of chap. xxix. the prophet is supposed to describe the distress and anxiety that 
would exist during the siege of Jerusalem by Sennacherib, and the miraculous destruction of the 
Assyrian army. He then proceeds to upbraid the Jews for their hypocrisy, disobedience, and 
stupidity, in not discerning the signs of the times; and in the two next chapters condemns the people 
and their king for relying on Egypt, and again predicts the calamities of that country. Bishop 
Horsley, however, asserts, in opposition to the most able commentators, Lowth, father and son, 
Lightfoot, Wells, Wogan, and Bishop Wilson, that the Jews did not at this time solicit the assistance 
of the Egyptians, and that there is nothing in the thirtieth chapter corresponding with the times of 
Hezekiah ; he therefore applies it to the ruinous consequences tliat followed the alliance of the Jews 
with the Egyptians, in the reign of Nebuchadnezzar. He further remarks, that this chapter ends 
with denunciations of judgment against the Jews, accompanied, as they always were, with promises 
of their conversion, and restoration to prosperity ; and that it predicts the final vengeance that would 
be executed on the enemies of the true religion. Although many circumstances detailed in this 
chapter cannot be ascribed to Sennacherib’s invasion, it must be remembered that the prophets often 
grounded their predictions on the passing events of the day ; and that they were enabled by the 
Spirit of God to avail themselves of important occurrences to predict the fate of nations, and by look- 
ing, as it were, through the present, to foresee the future, and so to pass on from “ things temporal 
to things spiritual.” Bishop Horsley’s opinion, therefore, that these chapters allude to a great con- 
test between the church of God and the enemies of God, may be undoubtedly correct; yet it does 
not follow, that, because the prophet wished to direct the attention of the people to these sublimer 
subjects, he would not first endeavour to make an impression on them, by placing before them the 
circumstances of the time in which they lived ; and, by so doing, gradually prepare their minds for 
the reception of more important and eternal truths. In conformity to the general opinion, I have 
supposed that this prophecy had its first and proximate completion, in the judgments executed on 
Sennacherib ; and I have assumed, that Hezekiah applied to Egypt for help, when Sennacherib 
came up with a great army against the fenced cities of Judah, and took several of them, (2 Kings 
xviii. 13.); and have placed these chapters here, as they upbraid the Jews for their contempt of 
God’s command, in placing their dependence upon Egypt. 1 have supposed that the twenty-ninth 
was uttered, with the other two, on Sennacherib’s first attempt to attack Jerusalem, when the prophet 
foresaw and predicted his treachery, and destruction, with the great overthrow of his army. The 
Assyrian, being at this time the most powerful foe, and the terror of God’s people, stands as the 
type of the irreligious faction leagued against the Church of Christ. — Lowth ; Horsley, Bib. Crit. 
vol. ii. p. 271- 
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4 And thou shalt be brought down, and shalt speak out of the A.c. 713. 

ground, and thy speech shall be low out of the dust, and ' 

thy voice shall be, as of one that hath a familiar spirit, out 

of the ground, and thy speech shall ^whisper out of the d Heb. peep, 
dust. 

5 Moreover the multitude of thy strangers shall be like small 
dust, and the multitude of the terrible ones shall he as chaff 
that passeth away : yea, it shall be at an instant suddenly. 

0 Thou shalt be visited of the Lord of hosts with thunder, 
and with earthquake, and great noise, with storm and tempest, 
and the flame of devouring fire. 

7 And the multitude of all the nations that fight against Ariel, 
even all that fight against her and her munition, and that dis- 
tress her, shall be as a dream of a night vision. 

8 It shall even be as when an hungry man dreameth, and, be- 
hold, he eateth ; but he awaketh, and his soul is empty : or as 
when a thirsty man dreameth, and, behold, he drinketh ; but 
he awaketh, and, behold, he is faint, and his soul hath appe- 
tite : so shall the multitude of all the nations be, that fight 
against mount Zion. 

9 Stay yourselves, and wonder ; ® cry ye out, and cry : they 
are drunken, but not with wine ; they stagger, but not with 
strong drink. 

10 For the Lord hath poured out upon you the spirit of deep 
sleep, and hath closed your eyes: the prophets and your 

rulers, the seers hath he covered. 

11 And the vision of all is become unto you as the words of a 
^ book that is sealed, which men deliver to one that is learned, ^ 
saying. Read this, I pray thee : and he saith, I cannot ; for it 
is sealed : 

12 And the book is delivered to him that is not learned, saying, 

Read this, I pray thee : and he saith, I am not learned. 

13 Wherefore the Lord said, Forasmuch as this people draw Matt. xv.s, 
near me with their mouth, and with their lips do honour me, 

but have removed their heart far from me, and their fear toward 
me is taught by the precept of men : 

14 Therefore, behold, 'I will proceed to do a marvellous work 
among this people, even a marvellous work and a wonder: ^for k Jer. xiix. r. 
the wisdom of their wise men shall perish, and the understand- ?cor!^ ib. 
ing of their prudent men shall be hid. 

15 Woe unto them that seek deep to hide their counsel from the 
Lord, and their works are in the dark, and they say, ' Who 
seeth us ? and who knoweth us ? 

16 Surely your turning of things upside down shall be esteemed 

as the potter’s clay : for shall the work say of him that made mch.xiv. 
it. He made me not ? or shall the thing framed say of him that 
framed it. He had no understanding ? 

17 75 it not yet a very little while, and Lebanon shall be turned 


e Or, lake 
your pleasure 
and riot. 


f Hcb. heads. 
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PERIOD SIXTH. 


[part xjii. 


A C. 713. into a fruitful field, and the fruitful field shall be esteemed as 
a forest ? 

And in that day shall the deaf hear the words of the book, is 
and the eyes of the blind shall see out of obscurity, and out of 
darkness. 

The meek also ” shall increase their joy in the Lord, and 19 
the poor among men shall rejoice in the Holy One of Israel. 

For the terrible one is brought to nought, and the scorner is 20 
consumed, and all that watch for iniquity are cut off : 

That make a man an offender for a word, and lay a snare 21 
for him that reproveth in the gate, and turn aside the just for 
a thing of nought. 

Therefore thus saith the Lord, who redeemed Abraham, 22 
concerning the house of Jacob, Jacob shall not now be ashamed, 
neither shall his face now wax pale. 

But when he seeth his children, the work of mine hands, in 23 
the midst of him, they shall sanctify my name, and sanctify 
the Holy One of Jacob, and shall fear the God of Israel. 

0 Heb. shall 
know under- 
standing. 

ISATAH XXX. 

1 The prophet threateneth the people for their confidence in Egypt, 8 and contempt of 

God's word. 18 God's mercies towards his church. 27 God's wrath, and the people's 
joy, in the destruction of Assyria. 

Woe to the rebellious children, saith the Lord, that take i 
counsel, but not of me ; and that cover with a covering, but 
not of ray spirit, that they may add sin to sin : 

That walk to go down into Egypt, and have not asked at my 2 
mouth ; to strengthen themselves in the strength of Pharaoh, 
and to trust in the shadow of Egypt ! 

Therefore shall the strength of Pharaoh be your shame, and 3 
the trust in the shadow of ^^ypt your confusion. 

For his princes were at Zoan, and his ambassadors came to 4 
Hanes. 

Tliey were all ashamed of a people that could not profit 5 
them, nor be an help nor profit, but a shame, and also a 
reproach. 

The burden of the beasts of the south : into the land of 6 
trouble and anguish, from whence come the young and old 
lion, the viper and fiery flying serpent, they will carry their 
riches upon the shoulders of young asses, and their treasures 
upon the bunches of camels, to a people that shall not profit 
them. 

For the Egyptians shall help in vain, and to no purpose : 7 
p Or, to her. therefore have I cried ^ concerning this, Their strength is to 
sit still. 

Heb the go, Write it before them in a table, and note it in a 8 

latter day. book, that it may be for ^ the time to come for ever and ever : 


They also that erred in spirit ® shall come to understanding, 24 
and they that murmured shall learn doctrine. 
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9 That this is a rebellious people, lying children, children that A.c. 713 . 

will not hear the law of the Lord : ' ' 

10 Whidh say to the seers. See not ; and to the prophets. Pro- 
phesy not unto us right things, speak unto us smooth things, 
prophesy deceits : 

11 Get you out of the way, turn aside out of the path, cause 
the Holy One of Israel to cease from before us. 

12 Wherefore thus saith the Holy One of Israel, Because ye 
despise this word, and trust in ^ oppression and perverseness, ^ 
and stay thereon : 

13 Therefore this iniquity shall be to you as a breach ready to 
fall, swelling out in a high wall, whose breaking cometh sud- 
denly at an instant. 

14 And he shall break it as the breaking of ® the potters’ vessel sneh.thebm- 
that is broken in pieces ; he shall not spare : so that there shall 

not be found in the bursting of it a sherd to take fire from the 
hearth, or to take water withal out of the pit. 

15 For thus saith the Lord God, the Holy One of Israel; In 
returning and rest shall ye be saved ; in quietness and in con- 
fidence ^all be your strength : and ye would not. 

16 But ye said, No ; for we will flee upon horses ; therefore 
shall ye flee: and, We will ride upon the swift; therefore 
shall they that pursue you be swift. 

17 One thousand shall Jlee at the rebuke of one ; at the rebuke 

of five shall ye flee : till ye be left as ^ a beacon upon the top t or. a tree 
of a mountain, and as an ensign on an hill. IVSchL, or. 

18 And therefore will the Lord wait, that he may be gracious 
unto you, and therefore will he be exalted, that he may have 

mercy upon you : for the Lord is a God of judgment : '^blessed ^x^’v ^ 
are all they that wait for him. 

19 For the people shall dwell in Zion at Jerusalem: thou shalt ' 

weep no more : he will be very gracious unto thee at the voice 

of thy cry ; when he shall hear it, he will answer thee. 

20 And though the Lord give you the bread of adversity, and 

the water of ^affliction, yet shall not thy teachers be removed xor, opprw- 
into a corner any more, but thine eyes shall see thy teachers : 

21 And thine ears shall hear a word behind thee, saying. This 
is the way, walk ye in it, when ye turn to the right hand, and 
when ye turn to the left. 

22 Ye shall defile also the covering of ^ thy graven images ofyHeb. </<<? 
silver, and the ornament of thy molten images of gold : thou %7hy8aveV* 
shalt * cast them away as a menstruous cloth ; thou shalt say z neh.scauer. 
unto it. Get thee hence. 

23 Then shall he give thee rain of thy seed, that thou shalt sow 
the ground withal; and bread of the increase of the earth, and 
it shall be fat and plenteous : in that day shall thy cattle feed 
in large pastures, 

24 The oxen likewise and the young asses that ear the ground 

VOL. II. u 
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PERIOD SIXTH. 


[part Xlll. 


A.C. 713. 

a Or, tavoury. 
bHeb. lea- 
vened. 

c Heb. lifted 
up. 


d Or, and the 
grievousneas 
of flame. 
e Heb. heavi- 
neas. 


f Heb. Rock. 


g Heb. the 
glory of hia 


h Heb. every 
pasaingof the 
rod founded. 
i Heb cause 
to rest upon 
him. 

k Or, against 
them. 

1 Heb. from 
yesterday. 


shall eat ^ ^ clean provender, which hath been winnowed with 
the shovel and with the fan. 

And there shall be upon every high mountain, and upon 25 
every ® high hill, rivers and streams of waters in the day of the 
great slaughter, when the towers fall. 

Moreover the light of the moon shall be as the light of the 26 
sun, and the light of the sun shall be sevenfold, as the light of 
seven days, in the day that the Lord bindeth up the breach of 
his people, and healeth the stroke of their wound. 

Behold, the name of the Lord cometh from far, burning 27 
with his anger, ^ and the burden thereof is ® heavy : his lips are 
full of indignation, and his tongue as a devouring fire : 

And his breath, as an overflowing stream, shall reach to the 28 
midst of the neck, to sift the nations with the sieve of vanity : 
and there shall be a bridle in the jaws of the people, causing 
them to err. 

Ye shall have a song, as in the night when a holy solemnity 29 
is kept ; and gladness of heart, as when one goeth with a pipe 
to come into the mountain of the Lord, to the ^mighty One 
of Israel. 

And the Lord shall cause ^ his glorious voice to be heard, 30 
and shall shew the lighting down of his arm, with the indig- 
nation of his anger, and with the flame of a devouring fire, with 
scattering, and tempest, and hailstones. 

For through the voice of the Lord shall the Assyrian be 31 
beaten down, which smote with a rod. 

And ^ in every place where the grounded staff shall pass, 32 
which the Lord shall ^lay upon him, it shall be with tabrets 
and harps : and in battles of shaking will he fight ^ with it. 

For Tophet is ordained ^ of old ; yea, for the king it is pre- 33 
pared ; he hath made it deep and large : the pile thereof is fire 
and much wood; the breath of the Lord, like a stream of 
brimstone, doth kindle it. 


ISAIAH XXXI. 

1 The ‘prophet sheweih the cursed folly in trusting to Egypt, and forsaking of God. 6 He 
exhorteth to conversion. 8 He sheweth the fall of Assyria. 

Woe to them that go down to Egypt for help; and stay on i 
horses, and trust in chariots, because they are many ; and in 
horsemen, because they are very strong; but they look not 
unto the Holy One of Israel, neither seek the Lord ! 
m Heb. re- Yet he also wise, aiid will bring evil, and will not “ call 2 
back his words : but will arise against the house of the evil- 
doers, and against the help of them that work iniquity. 

Now the Egyptians are men, and not God ; and their horses 3 
flesh, and not spirit. When the Lord shall stretch out his hand, 
both he that helpeth shall fall, and he that is holpen shall fall 
down, and they all shall fail together. 
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4 For thus hath the Lord spoken unto me. Like as the lion A.c, 713 . 

and the young lion roaring on his prey, when a multitude of ' ‘ ' 

shepherds is called forth against him, he will not be afraid of 

their voice, nor abase himself for the ^ noise of them : so shall 
the Lord of hosts come down to fight for mount Zion, and for 
the hill thereof. 

5 As birds flying, so will the Lord of hosts defend Jerusalem ; 
defending also he will deliver it ; and passing over he will pre- 
serve it, 

6 Turn ye unto him from whom the children of Israel have 
deeply revolted. 

7 For in that day every man shall cast away his idols of silver, 

and ® his idols of gold, which your own hands have made unto 
you^r a sin. goia. 

8 Then shall the Assyrian fall with the sword, not of a mighty 
man ; and the sword, not of a mean man, shall devour him : but 
he shall flee p from the sword, and his young men shall be 

^ ^ discomfited. q or, tribu-' 

9 And ® he shall pass over to ^ his strong hold for fear, and his J^Heb. /or 
princes shall be afraid of the ensign, saitli the Lord, whose fire 

is in Zion, and his furnace in Jerusalem. s Heb. his 

rock shall past 
away for fear. 

§ 12. The Sickness of Hezekiah — Introduction. tor, am 

strength. 

2 CHRONICLES XXXII. VER. 24, 25, 26. 

24 ^ In those days Hezekiah was sick to the death, and prayed |- 

unto the Lord: and he spake unto him, and he ^gave him a b br, 

25 sign. But Hezekiah rendered not again according to the 
benefit done unto him; for his heart was lifted up: therefore 
there was wrath upon him, and upon Judah and Jerusalem. 

26 Notwithstanding Hezekiah humbled himself for ^ the pride 
of his heart, both he and the inhabitants of Jerusalem, so that 
the wrath of the Lord came not upon them in the days of 
Hezekiah. 


2 KINGS XX. VER. 1 — 11. 

1 In those days was Hezekiah sick unto death. And the pro- 
phet Isaiah the son of Amoz came to him, and said unto him. 

Thus saith the Lord, ® Set thine house in order ; for thou shalt e Heb. Give 

2 die, and not live. Then he turned his face to the wall, and ceming thine 

3 prayed unto the Lord, saying, I beseech thee, O Lord, re- 
member now how I have walked before thee in truth and with 
a perfect heart, and have done that tohich is good in thy sight. 

4 And Hezekiah wept ^sore. And it came to pass afore Isaiah f Heb.w«A a 
was gone out into the middle « court, that the word of the 

5 Lord came to him, saying. Turn again, and tell Hezekiah the 
captain of my people, Thus saith the Lord, the God of David 
thy father, 1 have heard thy prayer, I have seen thy tears : 
behold, I will heal thee : on the third day thou shalt go up unto 

u 2 
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h Is. xxxviii. 
8. EcduB. 
xlviii. 23. 
i Heb. de- 
grees. 


the house of the Lord. And I will add unto thy days fifteen 6 
years ; and I will deliver thee and this city out of the hand of 
the king of Assyria; and I will defend this city for mine own 
sake, and for my servant David’s sake. And Isaiah said, Take 7 
a lump of figs. And they took and laid it on the boil, and he 
recovered. 

And Hezekiah said unto Isaiah, What shall he the sign that 8 
the Lord will heal me, and that I shall go up into the house of 
the Lord the third day. And Isaiah said, This sign shalt thou 9 
have of the Lord, that the Lord will do the thing that he 
hath spoken : shall the shadow go forward ten degrees, or go 
back ten degrees ? And Hezekiah answered. It is a light lo 
thing for the shadow to go down ten degrees : nay, but let the 
shadow return backward ten degrees. And Isaiah the pro- il 
phet cried unto the Lord : and he brought the shadow ten 
degrees backward, by which it had gone down in the ^ dial of 
Aliaz. 


ISAIAH XXXII 


1 The blessings of Christ’s kingdom. 9 Desolation is foreshewn. 15 Restoration is 
promised to succeed. 

Behold, a king shall reign in righteousness, and princes shall l 
rule in judgment. 


In the first verse of this chapter, there seems to be an evident allusion to the recent recovery of 
Hezekiah. “ This thing was not done in a corner:” and while the minds of the people were filled 
with the remembrance of this astonishing miracle ; while they beheld their king healed, and on the 
third day going up into the house of the Lord ; (2 Kings xx. 5.) at this moment of exultation and 
gratitude, it is not improbable that Isaiah would call upon them to anticipate a period when Israel 
should have much greater cause for praise and rejoicing. “ Behold a King shall reign in righteous- 
ness,” rise again from the dead on the third day, and enter into the Holy of Holies, conquering 
death and sin. On this supposition I have deviated from the plan of Bishop Lowth, in his arrange- 
ment of this chapter; and, following Lightfoot, have put together, as one section, this and the three 
chapters ensuing. The first eight verses of this chapter describe the happy slate of mankind when 
the Assyrian, or false religion, shall be destroyed ; the seven following predict a period of wrath and 
tribulation preceding that happy event, in which the careless daughters of pleasure are threatened ; 
and the five last verses repeat the assurance of the general effusion of the Holy Spirit, and the con- 
version of the world to the true religion. In the 33d chapter, the prophet predicts the miraculous 
destruction of Sennacherib’.s army, and still dwells upon the general subject of the final overthrow of 
the irreligious faction, and the prosperity of the Church. He threatens the enemies of God with 
division and treachery among themselves ; and describes the consternation of the sinners of Zion, 
(ver. 14.) or hypocritical professors of the true religion, when they shall see the judgments inflicted 
on the avowed enemies of the church ; during which time the following verses declare the security 
and happiness enjoyed by the servants of God ; who see the Messiah glorified in the prosperity of 
his church; and behold from afar the promised land of immortality, (ver. 17.) — Bishop Horsley 
in loc. 

The 34th and 35th chapters make one distinct prophecy, consisting of two parts: the first con- 
taining a denunciation of divine vengeance against the enemies of the people or church of God ; the 
second describing the flourishing state of the church of God, consequent upon the execution of those 
judgments. All nations and people are called upon to hear this prophecy. All nations are interested 
in it. It denounces the wrath of God against the enemies of Zion : among them Edom and Bozrah 
are particularly specified, (ver. 5, 6.) In the preceding predictions of Isaiah, the Assyrian has been 
the type of the powerful head of the irreligious faction, but in this prophecy Idumea and Bozrah 
represent a promiscuous mass of people in the interests of infidelity and irreligion, which will remain 
to be extirpated after the overthrow of the Assyrian. The general devastation spread through 
Idumea and Bozrah by Nebuchadnezzar appears to be the event Isaiah predicted, and had primarily 
in view, when he uttered this prophecy. But this destruction and calamity by no means corresponds 
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2 And a man shall be as a hiding place from the wind, and a A.c. 713. 
covert from the tempest ; as rivers of water in a dry place, as 

the shadow of a great rock in a weary land. kUeh. heavy. 

3 And the eyes of them that see shall not be dim, and the ears 
of them that hear shall hearken. 

4 The heart also of the ^ rash shall understand knowledge, i Heb. hatty. 
and the tongue of the stammerers shall be ready to speak 

™ plainly. 

5 The vile person shall be no more called liberal, nor the churl 
said to be bountiful. 

6 For the vile person will speak villany, and his heart will 
work iniquity, to practise hypocrisy, and to utter error against 
the Lord, to make empty the soul of the hungry, and he will 
cause the drink of the thirsty to fail. 

7 The instruments also of the churl are evil : he deviseth wicked 

devices to destroy the poor with lying words, even “when the 
needy speaketh right. against /Ae? 

8 But the liberal deviseth liberal things ; and by liberal things 
shall he stand. 

9 Rise up, ye women that are at ease ; hear my voice, ye 
careless daughters ; give ear unto my speech. 

10 P Many days and years shall ye be troubled, ye careless p Heb. Days 
women : for the vintage shall fail, the gathering shall not come. 

11 Tremble, ye women that are at ease; be troubled, ye care- 
less ones : strip you, and make you bare, and gird sackcloth 
upon your loins. 

12 They shall lament for the teats, for ^ the pleasant fields, for 

the iruitiul vine. «re. 

13 Upon the land of my people shall come up thorns and 
briers ; ^ yea, upon all the houses of joy in the joyous city : 

14 Because the palaces shall be forsaken ; the multitude of the 

city shall be left ; the "" forts and towers shall be for dens for 
ever, a joy of wild asses, a pasture of flocks ; lowers. 

15 Until the spirit be poured upon us from on high, and Uhe tch.xxix.n. 


o Or, be esta- 
blished. 


with or justifies the high-wrought and terrible description contained in this chapter. It is reasonable, 
therefore, to suppose that this prophecy has a further view, to events still future ; and to some great 
revolutions to be effected in later times ; antecedent to that more perfect state of the kingdom of 
God upon earth, and serving to introduce it, which the Holy Scriptures warrant us to expect. The 
xxxvth chapter declares, with most explicit clearness, the wonderful miracles wrought by our blessed 
Saviour, “the eyes of the blind shall be opened, the ears of the deaf unstopped, the lame man shall 
leap as an hart, and the tongue of the dumb sing.” To this passage our Lord plainly refers, when 
he bids his disciples report to John the things they had heard and seen. (Matt. xi. 4, 6.) To his 
miracles the strictly literal interpretations of the prophet’s words direct us; their allegorical meaning 
may relate to the future advent of Christ ; when all nations shall be healed, when the blind shall 
receive their sight, and the lepers be cleansed ; when there shall be a high way called the way of 
holiness, and “ God shall be all in all.” 

From the manner in which the whole of these four chapters are connected together, by the allu- 
sions contained in them to that glorious King, who shall “ reign in righteousness,” — and to the 
future events of the latter days, — they are inserted together in this place. — Vide Lighifoot ; Bishop 
Lowth ; Horsley in loc. 
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A.C. 71 3. wilderness be a fruitful field, and the fruitful field be counted 
' " ^ for a forest 

Then judgment shall dwell in the wilderness, and righteous- 16 
ness remain in the fruitful field. 

And the work of righteousness shall be peace; and the effect 17 
of righteousness quietness and assurance for ever. 

And my people shall dwell in a peaceable habitation, and in 18 
sure dwellings, and in quiet resting places ; 
vl Ox, and the When it shall hail, coming down on the forest; '^and the 19 
city shall be low in a low place. 

abated, felessed are ye that sow beside all waters, that send forth 20 

thither the feet of the ox and the ass. 


ISAIAH XXXIII. 

1 God's judgments againt the enemies of the church, 13 The privileges of the godly. 

Woe to thee that spoilest, and thou wast not spoiled ; and l 
dealest treacherously, and they dealt not treacherously with thee ! 
when thou shalt cease to spoil, thou shalt be spoiled; and when 
thou shalt make an end to deal treacherously, they shall deal 
treacherously with thee. 

O Lord, be gracious unto us; we have waited for thee : be 2 
thou their arm every morning, our salvation also in the time of 
trouble. 

At the noise of the tumult the people fled ; at the lifting up 3 
of thyself the nations were scattered. 

And your spoil shall be gathered like the gathering of the 4 
caterpiller : as the running to and fro of locusts shall he run 
upon them. 

The Lord is exalted ; for he dwelleth on high : he hath 5 
filled Zion with judgment and righteousness. 

And wisdom and knowledge shall be the stability of thy 6 
xHeb.^a/- times, and strength of ^salvation: the fear of the Lord is his 

vationi. ^ 

treasure. 

y Or, metten- Behold, their y valiant ones shall cry without : the ambas- 7 
sadors of peace shall weep bitterly. 

The highways lie waste, the wayfaring man ceaseth : he hath 8 
broken the covenant, he hath despised the cities, he regarde th 
no man. 

The earth mourneth and languisheth : Lebanon is ashamed 9 
% Ox, withered and * liewn down : Sharon is like a wilderness; and Bashan and 
Carmel shake off their fruits. 

Now will I rise, saith the Lord ; now will I be exalted ; lo 
now will I lift up myself. 

Ye shall conceive chaff, ye shall bring forth stubble: your ii 
breath, as fire, shall devour you. 

And the people shall be as the burnings of lime : as thorns 12 
cut up shall they be burned in the fire. 
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13 Hear, ye that are far off, what I have done; and, ye ihout are 
near, acknowledge my might. 

14 The sinners in Zion are afraid; fearfulness hath surprised 
the hypocrites. Who among us shall dwell with the devouring 
fire ? who among us shall dwell with everlasting burnings ? 

15 He that ^walketh ^righteously, and speaketh uprightly ; 
he that despiseth the gain of ‘^oppressions, that shaketh his 
hands from holding of bribes, that stoppeth his ears from hear- 
ing of ® blood, and shutteth his eyes from seeing evil ; 

16 He shall dwell on ^high : his place of defence shall be the 
munitions of rocks : bread shall be given him ; his waters shall 
be sure. 

17 Thine eyes shall see the king in his beauty: they shall 
behold ® the land that is very far off. 

18 Thine heart shall meditate terror. ^ Where is the scribe ? 
where is the ^ receiver ? where is he that counted the towers ? 

19 Thou shalt not see a fierce people, a people of deeper speech 
than thou canst perceive ; of a stammering tongue, that thou 
canst not understand. 

20 Look upon Zion, the city of our solemnities : thine eyes 
shall see Jerusalem a quiet habitation, a tabernacle that shall 
not be taken down ; not one of the stakes thereof shall ever be 
removed, neither shall any of the cords thereof be broken. 

21 But there the glorious Lord will be unto us a place ^of broad 
rivers and streams ; wherein shall go no galley with oars, nei- 
ther shall gallant ship pass thereby. 

22 For the Lord is our judge, the Lord is our ^ lawgiver, the 
Lord is our king ; he will save us. 

23 ” Thy tacklings are loosed ; tliey could not well strengthen 
their mast, they could not spread the sail : then is the prey 
of a great spoil divided ; the lame take the prey. 

24 And the inhabitants shall not say, I am sick : the people that 
dwell therein shall be forgiven their iniquity. 


A.C. 713. 


a Ps. XV. 2. 

& xxiv. 4. 
b Heb, in 
righteous- 
nesses. 
c Heb. up- 
rightnesses. 
d Or, deceits. 
e Heb. bloods. 
f Heb. heights , 
ox, high places. 


g Heb. the 
land of far 
distances. 
h I Cor. i. 20. 
i Heb. weigh- 


k Or, ridicu- 
lous. 


I Ileb. broad 
of spaces, ox, 
hands. 


m Heb. sta- 
tute-maker. 

n Or, They 
have forsaken 
thy tacklings. 


ISAIAH XXXIV. 

1 The judgments wherewith God revengeth his church. 1 1 The desolatiofi of her enemies. 

16 The certainty of the prophecy. 

1 Come near, ye nations, to hear ; and hearken, ye people : let 

the earth hear, and ° all that is therein ; the world, and all tilings oHeb.<A«/«/- 
that come forth of it. 

2 For the indignation of the Lord is upon all nations, and his 
fury upon all their armies : he hath utterly destroyed them, he 
hath delivered them to the slaughter. 

3 Their slain also shall be cast out, and their stink shall come 
up out of their carcases, and the mountains shall be melted with 
their blood. 

4 And all the host of heaven shall be dissolved, and the heavens 
shall be p rolled together as a scroll : and all their host shall p 
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A.C. 713. 


r Or, rhino-' 
cerot. 

8 Or, drunken. 


u Rev. xviii. 
18. & xix. 3. 


xZeph.ii. 14. 
Rev. xviii. 2. 
y Or, pelican. 


fall down, as the leaf falleth off from the vine, and as a ^ falling 

from the fig tree. 

For my sword shall be bathed in heaven : behold, it shall 5 
come down upon Idumea, and upon the people of my curse, to 
jucfement. 

The sword of the Lord is filled with blood, it is made fat 6 
with fatness, and with the blood of lambs and goats, with the fat 
of the kidneys of rams : for the Lord hath a sacrifice in Bozrah, 
and a great slaughter in the land of Idumea. 

And the ^ unicorns shall come down with them, and the bul- 7 
• locks with the bulls : and their land shall be ® soaked with blood, 
and their dust made fat with fatness. 

For it is the day of the Lord’s Vengeance, and the year of 8 
recompences for the controversy of Zion. 

And the streams thereof shall be turned into pitch, and the 9 
dust thereof into brimstone, and the land thereof shall become 
burning pitch. 

It shall not be quenched night nor day ; the smoke thereof lo 
shall go up for ever : from generation to generation it shall lie 
waste ; none shall pass through it for ever and ever. 

*But the y cormorant and the bittern shall possess it; then 
’ owl also and the raven shall dwell in it : and he shall stretch out 


upon it the line of confusion, and the stones of emptiness. 

They shall call the nobles thereof to the kingdom, but none 12 
shall be there, and all her princes shall be nothing. 

And thorns shall come up in her palaces, nettles and brambles 13 
in the fortresses thereof : and it shall be an habitation of dragons, 
IneTditgh ^ court for * ^ owls. 

ter$ of the owl. ^ The wild beasts of the desert shall also meet with ® the wild 14 

culh.fjiZ’ beasts of the island, and the satyr shall cry to his fellow; the 
d Ox, night d gcreech owl also shall rest there, and find for herself a place of 

monsters. ’ t 

rest. 


There shall the great owl make her nest, and lay, and hatch, 15 
and gather under her shadow : there shall the vultures also be 
gathered, every one with her mate. 

Seek ye out of the book of the Lord, and read: no one of these 16 
shall fail, none shall want her mate : for my mouth it hath com- 
manded, and his spirit it hath gathered them. 

And he hath cast the lot for them, and his hand hath divided 17 
it unto them by line : they shall possess it for ever, from gene- 
ration to generation shall they dwell therein. 


ISAIAH XXXV. 

J The joifful flourishing of Chris fs kingdom. 3 The weak are encouraged by the virtues 
and privileges of the Gospel. 

The wilderness and the solitary place shall be glad for them ; i 
and the desert shall rejoice, and blossom as the rose. 

It shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice even with joy and 2 
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singing : the glory of Lebanon shall be given unto it, tlie ex- A.c. 713. 
cellency of Carmel and Sharon, they shall see the glory of the ^ ' 

Lord, and the excellency of our God. 

3 ® Strengthen ye the weak hands, and confirm the feeble knees, e Heb. xii.12. 

4 Say to them that are of a ^ fearful heart. Be strong, fear not : f Heb. hasty. 
behold, your God will come with vengeance, even God with a 
recompence ; he will come and save you. 

5 Then the ^ eyes of the blind shall be opened, and ^ the ears of 

the deaf shall be unstopped. xu. 22 . & xx. 

6 Then shall the ^ lame man leap as an hart, and the ^ tongue u. John u!' 

of the dumb sing : for in the wilderness shall ' waters break out, h Matt. xi. 5. 
and streams in the desert. Mark vu. 32 , 

7 And the parched ground shall become a pool, and the thirsty i Matt. xi. 5. 

land springs of water : in the habitation of dragons, where each xx^!^i 4 .^jSin 
lay, shall he ™ grass with reeds and rushes. rii^ 2 ^&c*^& 

8 And an highway shall be there, and a way, and it shall be viiV 7. & xiv. 

called The way of holiness; the unclean shall not pass over it; kih^xxxiu. 
” but it shall he for those : the wayfaring men, though fools, shall xfi ' ?2 
not err therein, fjohn^v'i ’s 

9 No lion shall be there, nor any ravenous beast shall go up 39. ^ ' 

thereon, it shall not be found there; but the redeemed shall 

walk there, shSVbe 

10 And the ® ransomed of the Lord shall return, and come to them. 

Zion with songs and everlasting joy upon their heads: they 
shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee 
away. 


ISAIAH XXXVIII. VER. 9 20 . 

9 The writing of Hezekiah king of Judah, when he had been 
sick, and was recovered of his sickness : 

10 1 said in the cutting off of my days, 1 shall go to the gates of 
the grave : I am deprived of the residue of my years. 

11 I said, I shall not see the Lord, even the Lord, in the land 
of the living : I shall behold man no more with the inhabitants 
of the world. 

1 2 Mine age is departed, and is removed from me as a shepherd’s 
tent : I have cut oflF like a weaver my life : he will cut me off 

P with pining sickness : from day even to night wilt thou make p or,/row 
an end of me. 

13 1 reckoned till morning, that^ as a lion, so will he break all 
my bones : from day even to night wilt thou make an end of me. 

14 Like a crane or a swallow, so did I chatter : I did mourn as 

a dove : mine eyes fail with looking upward : O Lord, I am 
oppressed ; ^ undertake for me. q or, eiuemi, 

15 What shall I say ? he hath both spoken unto me, and himself 
hath done it: I shall go softly all my years in the bitter- 
ness of my soul. 

16 O Lord, by these things men live, and in all these things is 
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A.c. 713. the life of my spirit : so wilt thou recover me, and make me to 
live. 

r Or, on my Bchold, ’^for peacc I had great bitterness : but ® thou hast in 17 
great bitter^ love to my soul delivered it from the pit of corruption : for thou 
8 Heb. ihou l^^st cast all my sins behind thy back. 

^uifrVmthe gravc cannot praise thee, death can mt celebrate thee : 1 8 

pit. th^ that go down into the pit cannot hope for thy truth. 

The living, the living, he shall praise thee, as I do this day : j 9 
the father to the children shall make known thy truth. 

The Lord was ready to save me : therefore we will sing my 20 
songs to the stringed instruments all the days of our life in the 
house of the Lord. 

§ 13. The King of Babylon congratulates Hezekiah on his Recovery. 

2 KINGS XX. VER. 12 — 19* 

Berodach-baladan, the son of Baladan, king of 12 
dach-bala- Babylon, sent letters and a present unto Hezekiah : for he had 

heard that Hezekiah had been sick. And Hezekiah hearkened 13 
b Or, tpicery. unto them, and shewed them all the house of his ^ precious 
things, the silver, and the gold, and the spices, and the precious 
ointment, and all the house of his ° armour, and all that was found 
in his treasures : there was nothing in his house, nor in all his 
dominion, that Hezekiah shewed them not. 

Then came Isaiah the prophet unto king Hezekiah, and said 14 
unto him, What said these men ? and from whence came they 
unto thee ? And Hezekiah said, They are come from a far 
country, even from Babylon. And he said. What have they 15 
seen in thine house ? And Hezekiah answered, All the things 
that are in mine house have they seen : there is nothing among 
my treasures that I have not shewed them. And Isaiah said 16 
unto Hezekiah, Hear the word of the Lord. Behold, the days 17 
come, that all that is in thine house, and that which thy fathers 
& ^ carried into Baby- 

Jer.xxvii. 21 . Ion : nothing shall be left, saith the Lord. And of thy sons ]8 
that shall issue from thee, which thou shalt beget, shall they 
e Fulfilled, take away ; ® and they shall be eunuchs in the palace of the 
Dan. i. 3. Babylon. Then said Hezekiah unto Isaiah, Good is the 19 

f Or, Shall word of the Lord which thou hast spoken. And he said, ^ Is it 
^pe^J*and^ not good^ if peace and truth be in my days? 

truth, ^c, 

§ 14. Introduction to, or abridged History of, the second Invasion of 
Sennacherib, 

2 CHRONICLES XXXIT. VER. 9 — 23. 

710. After this did Sennacherib king of Assyria send his servants 9 
to Jerusalem, (but he himself laid siege against Lachish, and all 
a Or, domi- his *power with him,) unto Hezekiah king of Judah, and unto 

all Judah that were at Jerusalem, saying. Thus saith Sennacherib 10 
)^Jnghoid. king of Assyria, Whereon do ye trust, that ye abide ^ in the 
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11 siege in Jerusalem? Doth not Hezekiah persuade you to give A.c. 710. 

over yourselves to die by famine and by thirst, saying, the ' ' 

Lord our God shall deliver us out of the hand of the king of 

12 Assyria ? Hath not the same Hezekiah taken away his high 
places and his altars, and commanded Judah and Jerusalem, 
saying. Ye shall worship before one altar, and burn incense 

13 upon it ? Know ye not what I and my fathers have done unto 
all the people of other lands ? were the gods of the nations of 
those lands any ways able to deliver their lands out of mine 

14 hand? Who was there among all the gods of those nations 
that my fathers utterly destroyed, that could deliver his people 
out of mine hand, that your God should be able to deliver you 

15 out of mine hand? Now therefore let not Hezekiah deceive 
you, nor persuade you on this manner, neither yet believe 
him : for no god of any nation or kingdom was able to deliver 
his people out of mine hand, and out of the hand of my fathers : 
how much less shall your God deliver you out of mine hand ? 

16 And his servants spake yet more against the Lord God, and 

17 against his servant Hezekiah. He wrote also letters to rail 
on the Lord God of Israel, and to speak against him, saying. 

As the gods of the nations of other lands have not delivered 
their people out of mine hand, so shall not the God of Hezekiah 

18 deliver his people out of mine hand. Then they cried with a 
loud voice in the Jews’ speech unto the people of Jerusalem 
that were on the wall, to affright them, and to trouble them ; 

19 that they might take the city. And they spake against the God 
of Jerusalem, as against the gods of the people of the earth, 

20 which were the work of the hands of man. And for this cause 
Hezekiah the king, and the prophet Isaiah the son of Amoz, 
prayed and cried to heaven. 

21 And the Loud sent an angel, which cut off all the mighty 
men of valour, and the leaders and captains in the camp of the 
king of Assyria. So he returned with shame of face to his 
own land. And when he was come into the house of his 

god, they that came forth of his own bowels ^ slew him there d Heb. made 

22 with the sword. Thus the Lord saved Hezekiah and the *”* ** 
inhabitants of Jerusalem from the hand of Sennacherib the king 

of Assyria, and from the hand of all other^ and guided them on 

23 every side. And many brought gifts unto the Lord to Jerusa- 
lem, and ® presents to Hezekiah Icing of Judah : so that he was 
magnified in the sight of all nations from thenceforth. 

§ 15. History at length of the second Invasion of Sennacherib, 

2 KINGS XVIII. VER. 17, TO THE END. 

17 And the king of Assyria sent Tartan and Rabsaris and Rab- 

shakeh from Lachish to king Hezekiah with a * great host « Heb. heavy. 
against Jerusalem. And they went up and came to Jerusalem. 

And when they were come up, they came and stood by the 
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b Or, secre- 
tary. 


c Or, ialkest. 

d Heb. word 
of the lips. 
e Or, But 
counsel and 
strength are 
for the war. 
fHeb. trust- 
est thee. 


g Or, hostages. 


\i Heb. the 
water of their 
feet. 


i Or. Seek 
my favour. 
k Heb. Make 
with me a 
blessing. 

1 Or, pit. 


m Or, de- 
ceiveth. 


conduit of the upper pool, which is in the highway of the fuller’s 
field. And when they had called to the king, there came out is 
to them Eliakim the son of Hilkiah, which was over the hous- 
hold, and Shebna the ^scribe, and Joah the son of Asaph the 
recorder. And Rab-shakeh said unto them. Speak ye now to 19 
Hezekiah, Thus saith the great king, the king of Assyria, What 
confidence w this wherein thou trustest ? Thou^sayest, (but 20 
they are but ^vain words,) have counsel and strength for the 
war. Now on whom dost thou trust, that thou rebellest against 
me? Now, behold, thou ^ trustest upon the staff of this bruised 21 
reed, even upon Egypt, on which if a man lean, it will go into 
his hand, and pierce it : so is Pharoah king of Egypt unto all 
that trust on him. But if ye say unto me, We trust in the Lord 22 
our God : is not that he, whose high places and whose altars 
Hezekiah hath taken away, and hath said to Judah and Jeru- 
salem, Ye shall worship before this altar in Jerusalem ? Now 23 
therefore, I pray thee, give ^ pledges to my lord the king of 
Assyria, and I will deliver thee two thousand horses, if thou 
be able on thy part to set riders upon them. How then wilt 24 
thou turn away the face of one captain of the least of my mas- 
ter’s servants, and put thy trust on Egypt for chariots and for 
horsemen ? Am I now come up without the Lord against this 25 
place to destroy it ? The Lord said to me. Go up against this 
land, and destroy it. Thefi said Eliakim the son of Hilkiah, 26 
and Shebna, and Joah, unto Rab-shakeh, Speak, I pray thee, 
to thy servants in the Syrian language ; for we understand it : 
and talk not with us in the Jews’ language in the ears of the peo- 
ple that are on the wall. But Rab-shakeh said unto them. Hath 27 
my master sent me to thy master, and to thee, to speak these 
words ? hath he not sent me to the men which sit on the wall, 
that they may eat their own dung, and drink ^Hheir own piss 
with you ? Then Rab-shakeh stood and cried with a loud voice 28 
in the Jews’ language, and spake, saying. Hear the word of 
the great king, the king of Assyria : Thus saith the king. Let 29 
not Hezekiah deceive you: for he shall not be able to deliver 
you out of his hand : neither let Hezekiah make you trust in 30 
the Lord, saying, The Lord will surely deliver us, and this 
city shall not be delivered into the hand of the king of Assyria. 
Hearken not to Hezekiah : for thus saith the king of Assyria, 31 
Make an agreement with me bv a present, and come out to 
me, and then eat ye every man 01 his own vine, and every one 
of his fig tree, and drink ye every one the waters of his ^ cistern : 
until I come and take you away to a land like your own land, a 32 
land of corn and wine, a land of bread and vineyards, a land of 
oil olive and of honey, that ye may live, and not die : and 
hearken not unto Hezekiah, when he ^ persuadeth you, saying. 
The Lord will deliver us. Hath any of the gods of the nations 33 
delivered at all his land out of the hand of the king of Assyria ? 
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34 Wliere are the gods of Hamath, and of Arpad ? where are the A.c. 710.^ 
gods of Sepharvaira, Heiiah, and Ivah ? have they delivered 

35 Samaria out of mine hand ? Who are they among all the gods 
of the countries, that have delivered their country out of mine 
hand, that the Lord should deliver Jerusalem out of mine hand ? 

36 But the people held their peace, and answered him not a word : 
for the king's commandment was, saying. Answer him not. 

37 Then came Eliakim the son of Hilkiah, which was over the 
houshold, and Shebna the scribe, and Joah the son of Asaph 
the recorder, to Hezekiah, with their clothes rent, and told him 
the words of Rab-shakeh. 

2 KINGS XIX. VER. 1 — 7- 

1 And ” it came to pass, when king Hezekiah heard that he ^ 
rent his clothes, and covered himself with sackcloth, and went 

2 into the house of the Lord. And he sent Eliakim, which was 
over the houshold, and Shebna the scribe, and the elders of the 
priests, covered with sackcloth, to ® Isaiah the prophet the son o Luke Hi. 4 , 

3 of Amoz. And they said unto him. Thus saith Hezekiah, 

This day is a day of trouble, and of rebuke, and p blasphemy : 
for the children are come to the birth, and there is not strength 

4 to bring forth. It may be the Lord thy God will hear all the 
words of Rab-shakeh, whom the king of Assyria his master 
hath sent to reproach the living God ; and will reprove the 
words which the Lord thy God hath heard : wherefore lift up 

5 thy prayer for the remnant that are ^left. So the servants of QHeb./ouwrf. 
king Hezekiah came to Isaiah. 

6 And Isaiah said unto them, Thus shall ye say to your master. 

Thus saith the Lord, Be not afraid of the words which thou 
hast heard, with which the servants of the king of Assyria have 

7 blasphemed me. Behold, I will send a blast upon him, and 
he shall hear a rumour, and shall return to his own land ; and 
I will cause him to fall by the sword in his own land. 

PSALM XLIV®^ 

1 The church, in memory of former favours, 7 complaineth of their present evils. 1 7 Pro- 
fessing her integrity, 24 she fervently prayeth for succour. 

To the chief Musician for the sons of Korah, Maschil. 

1 We have heard with our ears, O God, our fathers have told 
us, what work thou didst in their days, in the times of old. 

2 How thou didst drive out the heathen with thy hand, and 
plantedst them ; how thou didst afflict the people, and cast them 

' out. 

3 For they got not the land in possession by their own sword, 
neither did their own arm save them : but thy right hand, and 


** Psalm xliv. It is not unlikely that Hezekiah was the author of this Psalm ; and perhaps soon 
after the blasphemous message of Rab-shakeh. — Mudge. 



302 


PERIOD SIXTH. 


[part XIII. 


A.c. 710. tliine arm, and the light of thy countenance, because thou 
hadst a favour unto them. 

Thou art my King, O God; command deliverances for 4 
Jacob. 

Through thee will we push down our enemies : through thy 5 
name will we tread them under that rise up against us. 

For I will not trust in my bow, neither shml my sword save 6 
me. 

But thou hast saved us from our enemies, and hast put them 7 
to shame that hated us. 

In God we boast all the day long, and praise thy name for 8 
ever. Selah. 

But thou hast cast oflF, and put us to shame; and goest not 9 
forth with our armies. 

Thou makest us to turn back from the enemy : and they 10 
which hate us spoil for themselves. 

rHeb.fl* Thou liast givcn us *^like sheep appointed for meat; and li 
$heep of meat scattered US among the heathen. 

sHeb.wWA- Thou scllest thv people ®for nought, and dost not increase 12 

Thou makest us a reproach to our neighbours, a scorn and 13 
a derision to them that are round about us. 
t jer. xxiv. 9 . t Thou makest us a byword among the heathen, a shaking of 14 
the head among the people. 

My confusion is continually before me, and the shame of my 15 
face hath covered me, 

For the voice of him that reproacheth and blasphemeth; by 16 
reason of the enemy and avenger. 

All this is come upon us; yet have we not forgotten thee, 17 
neither have we dealt falsely in thy covenant. 
w Or, gotngs. jg tumcd back, neither have our ^ steps de - 18 

dined from thy way ; 

Though thou hast sore broken us in the place of dragons, 19 
and covered us with the shadow of death. 

If we have forgotten the name of our God, or stretched out 20 
our hands to a strange god ; 

Shall not God search this out? for he knoweth the secrets 21 
of the heart. 

^Rom. viii. X Yea, for thy sake are we killed all the day long; we are 22 
counted as sheep for the slaughter. 

Awake, why sleepest thou, O Lord ? arise, cast us not off 23 
for ever. 

Wherefore hidest thou thy face, and forgettest our affliction 24 
and our oppression ? 

For our soul is bowed down to the dust : our belly cleaveth 25 
unto the earth. 

}^m.' * Arise ^ for our help, and redeem us for thy mercies’ sake. 26 
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§ 1 6 . Destruction of Sennacherib's Army, 

2 KINGS XIX. VER. 8 — 19* 

8 So Rab-shakeh returned, and found the king of Assyria a.c. 710 . 

warring against Libnah ; for he had heard that lie was departed ' ^ * 

9 from Lachish. And when he heard say of Tirhakah king of 
Ethiopia, Behold, he is come out to fight gainst thee : he sent 

10 messengers again unto Hezekiah, saying, Thus shall ye speak 
to Hezekiah king of Judah, saying. Let not thy God in whom 
thou trustest deceive thee, saying, Jerusalem shall not be de- 

1 1 livered into the hand of the king of Assyria. Behold, thou 
hast heard what the kings of Assyria have done to all lands, 
by destroying them utterly : and shalt thou be delivered ? 

12 Have the gods of the nations delivered them which my fathers 
have destroyed ; as Gozan, and Haran, and Rezeph, and the 

13 children of Eden which were in Thelasar ? Where is the king 
of Hamath, and the king of Arpad, and the king of the city 
of Sepharvaim, of Hena, and Ivah ? 

14 And Hezekiah received the letter of the hand of the mes- 
sengers, and read it : and Hezekiah went up into the house of 

15 the Lord, and spread it before the Lord. And Hezekiah 
prayed before the Lord, and said, O Lord God of Israel, 
which dwellest heticeen the cherubims, thou art the God, even 
thou alone, of all the kingdoms of the earth ,* thou hast made 

16 heaven and earth. Lord, bow down thine ear, and hear: open, 

Lord, thine eyes, and see: and hear the words of Sennacherib, 

17 which hath sent him to reproach the living God. Of a truth. 

Lord, the kings of Assyria have destroyed the nations and 

18 their lands, and have cast their gods into the fire: for they 
were no gods, but the work of men’s hands, wood and stone : 

19 therefore they have ^destroyed them. Now therefore, O Lord aHeb.^iwn. 
our God, I beseech thee, save thou us out of his hand, that all 
the kingdoms of the eartli may know that thou art the Lord 
God, even thou only. 

PSALM LXXIII 


l The prophet t prevailing in a temptation, 2 sheweth the occasion thereof the prosperity 
of the wicked. 13 The wound given thereby, diffidence. 15 The victory over it, 
knowledge of God's purpose, in destroying of the wicked, and sustaining the righteous. 


b A Psalm of Asaph. ^ Or, ^ Psalm 

1 Truly °God is good to Israel, even to such as are ^ of a clean c’o^^yS*’ 
heart. 


d Heb.c/ean 
of heart. 


Psalm Ixxiii. This Psalm is inserted here on the authority of Dr. Wells, who supposes the 
Asaph mentioned in the title to have been Asaph the seer, who lived in the days of Hezekiah. 

Psalm Ixxv. This Psalm is supposed by Travell to have been composed by Asaph on the destruc- 
tion of the Assyrian army under Sennacherib. 

Psalm Ixxvi. This is a song of triumph on God's deliverance of Jerusalem from a powerful army 
which threatened its destruction ; probably the army of Sennacherib. Green. 
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e Job. xxi. 7. 
Ps. xxxvii. 1 . 
Jer. xii. 1. 


f Heb,/a<. 

g Heb. in the 
trouble of 
other men. 
h Heb. with. 


i Heb. they 
pats the 
thoughts of 
the heart. 
kHos. vii. 16. 


1 Heb. my 

chastisement 

was. 


m Heb, it was 
labour in 
mine eyes. 


n Heb. / 
knew not. 
o Heb. with 
thee. 


pPhil. m. 8. 


But as for me, my feet were almost gone; my steps had well 2 
nigh slipped. 

® For I was envious at the foolish, when I saw the prosperity 3 
of the wicked. 

For there are no bands in their death : but their strength is 4 
^firm. 

They are not ^ in trouble as other men ; neither are they 5 
piqued ^ like other men. 

Therefore pride compasseth them about as a chain ; violence 6 
covereth them as a garment. 

Their eyes stand out with fatness : ^ they have more than 7 
heart could wish. 

They are corrupt, and ^ speak wickedly concerning oppres- 8 
sion : they speak loftily. 

They set their mouth against the heavens, and their tongue 9 
walketh through the earth. 

Therefore his people return hither : and waters of a full cup lo 
are wrung out to them. 

And they say, How doth God know ? and is there know-ii 
ledge in the most high ? 

Behold, these are the ungodly, who prosper in the world ; 12 
they increase in riches. 

Verily I have cleansed my heart in vain, and washed my 13 
hands in innocency. 

For all the day long have I been plagued, and ^ chastened 14 
every morning. 

If I say, I will speak thus; behold, I should offend against 
the generation of thy children. 

When I thought to know this, ^ it was too painful for me ; 16 

Until I went into the sanctuary of God ; then understood 1 17 
their end. 

Surely thou didst set them in slippery places : thou castedst 18 
them down into destruction. * ^ 

How are they brought into desolation, as in a moment ! they 19 
are utterly consumed with terrors. 

As a dream when one awaketh ; .w, O Lord, when thou 20 
awakest, thou shalt despise their image. 

Thus my heart was grieved, and I was pricked in my reins. 21 

So foolish was I, and " ignorant : I was as a beast ® before 22 
thee. 

Nevertheless I am continually with thee : thou hast holden 23 
me by my right hand. 

Thou shalt guide me with thy counsel, and afterward receive 24 
me to glory. 

P Whom have I in heaven but thee ? and there is none upon 25 
earth that I desire beside thee. 

My flesh and my heart faileth : but God is the ^ strength of 26 
my heart, and my portion for ever. 


q Heb. rock. 
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27 For, lo, they that are far from thee shall perish : thou luist A.c. 710 . 
destroyed all them that go a whoring from thee. 

28 But it is good for me to draw near to God : I have put my 
trust in the Lord God, that I may declare all thy works. 

2 KINGS XIX. VER. 20 — 35. 

20 Then Isaiah the son of Amoz sent to Hezekiah, saying, 

Thus saith the Lord God of Israel, That which thou hast 
prayed to me against Sennacherib king of Assyria I have 

21 heard. This is the word that the Lord hath spoken concern- 
ing him ; The virgin the daughter of Zion hath despised thee, 
and laughed thee to scorn ; the daughter of Jerusalem hath 

22 shaken her head at thee. Whom hast thou reproached and 
blasphemed ? and against whom hast thou exalted thy voice, 
and lifted up thine eyes on high ? enen against the Holy One of 

23 Israel. ^ By thy messengers thou hast reproached the Lord, mah.Bythe 
and hast said. With the multitude of my chariots I am come 

up to the height of the mountains, to the sides of Lebanon, 
and will cut down ® the tall cedar trees thereof, and the choice « Heb. the 
fir trees thereof : and I will enter into the lodgings of his bor- 

24 ders, and into ^ the forest of his Carmel. I nave digged and 

drunk strange waters, and with the sole of my feet have I fruitful field. 

25 dried up all the rivers of ^besieged places. ^ Hast thou not ^ 

heard long ago how I have done it, and of ancient times that thounothenrd 
I have formed it ? now have I brought it to pass, that thou 
shouldest be to lay waste fenced cities into ruinous heaps, ""edit^fanc^nt 

26 Therefore their inhabitants were ^ of small power, they were 
dismayed and confounded ; they were as the grass of the field, to be laid 
and as the green herb, as the grass on the house tops, and as 

27 com blasted before it be grown up. But I know thy ^ abode, “*”'’**' 
and thy going out, and thy coming in, and thy rage against y Heb. short 

28 me. Because thy rage against me and thy tumult is come up fitting. 

^^jnto mine ears, therefore I will put my hook in thy nose, and 

my bridle in thy lips, and I will turn thee bach by the way by 

29 which thou earnest. And this shall he a sign unto thee. Ye 
shall eat this year such things as grow of themselves, and in 
the second year that which springeth of the same ; and in the 
third year sow ye, and reap, and plant vineyards, and eat the 

30 fruits thereof. And ^ the remnant that is escaped of the house 

of Judah shall yet again take root downward, and bear fruit house oj Ju- 

31 upward. For out of Jerusalem shall go forth a remnant, and 
^ they that escape out of mount Zion : the zeal of the Lord 

32 of hosts shall do this. Therefore thus saith the Lord concern- 
ing the king of Assyria, He shall not come into this city, nor 
shoot an arrow there, nor com^ before it with a shield, nor cast 

33 a bank against it. By the way that he came, by the same 
shall he return, and shall not come into this city, saith the 

VOL. II. * X 
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A C. 710^ Lord. For I will defend this city, to save it, for mine own 34 
Kin. xi/ sake, and ^ for my servant David’s sake. 
du.^ixxvii And it came to pass that night, that the angel of the Lord 35 
xivii? 2 i^*‘ smote in the camp of the Assyrians an hundred 

iMac.viUi. fourscore and five thousand: and when they arose early in the 
2 Mac.viii. behold, they were all dead corpses. 

PSALM LXXV. 

1 The prophet praiseth God. 2 He promiseth to judge uprightly. 4 He rebuketh the 

proud by consideration of God's providence. 9 He praiseth God, and promiseth to 

execute justice. 

e Or, Destroy chief Musician, ® Al-taschith, A Psalm or Song f of Asaph. 

f Or, /or Unto thee, O God, do we give thanks, unto thee do we i 

Asaph. gjyg thanks : for that thy name is near thy wondrous works 
declare, 

%^uilkea^ 8^ When I shall receive the congregation I will judge up- 2 
set time. rightly. 

The earth and all the inhabitants thereof are dissolved ; I 3 
bear up the pillars of it. Selah. 

I said unto the fools. Deal not foolishly : and to the wicked, 4 
Lift not up the horn : 

Lift not up your horn on high : speak not with a stiff neck. 5 

For promotion cometh neither from the east, nor from the 6 
h Heb. desert, west, nor froiii the ^ south. 

But God is the judge : he putteth down one, and setteth up 7 
another. 

For in the hand of the Lord there is a cup, and the wine is 8 
red; it is full of mixture ; and he poureth out of the same : but 
the dregs thereof, all the wicked of the earth shall wring them 
out, and drink them. 

But I will declare for ever; I will sing praises to the God of 9 
Jacob. 

All the horns of the wicked also will I cut off ; hut the horns 10 
of the righteous shall be exalted. 


i Or, for 
Asaph. 


PSALM LXXVI. 

1 A declaration of God's majesty in the church. 1 1 An exhortation to serve him 

reverently. 

To the chief Musician on Neginoth, A Psalm or Song ^ of Asaph. 

In Judah is God known : his name is great in Israel. l 

In Salem also is his tabernacle, and his dwelling place in 2 
Zion. 

There brake he the arrows of the bow, the shield, and the 3 
sword, and the battle. Selah. 

Thou art more glorious and excellent than the mountains of 4 

pr^. 

The stouthearted are spoiled, they have slept their sleep : 5 
and none of the men of might have found their hands. 
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6 At thy rebuke, O God of Jacob, both the chariot and horse a.c. 710 . 

are cast into a dead sleep. ^ ^ 

7 Thou, even thou, art to be feared : and who may stand in 
thy sight when once thou art angry ? 

8 Thou didst cause judgment to be heard from heaven ; the 
earth feared, and was still, 

9 When God arose to judgment, to save all the meek of the 
earth. Selah. 

10 Surely the wrath of man shall praise thee : the remainder 
of wrath shalt thou restrain. 

11 Vow, and pay unto the Lord your God: let all that be 
roundabout him bring presents ^ unto him that ought to be i^Heb. /o/mr. 
feared. 

12 He shall cut off the spirit of princes : he is terrible to the 
kings of the earth. 

2 KINGS XIX. VER. 36, 37. 

36 So Sennacherib king of Assyria departed, and went and 

37 returned, and dwelt at Nineveh. And it came to pass, as he 
was worshipping in the house of Nisroch his god, that Adram- 
melech and Sharezer ^his sons smote him with the sword : and iTob. i. 21 . 
they escaped into the land of Armenia. And Esarhaddon m neb. 
his son reigned in his stead. 

§ 17. Proinise of Comfort to the People of God — Final Restoration of 
the Jews foretold^*. 

ISAIAH XL. 

1 The promulgation of the Gospel. 3 The preaching of John Baptist, 9 The preach- 
ing of the apostles. 12 The prophet by the omnipotency of God, 18 and his incom- 
parableness, 26 comforteth the people, 

1 Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, saith your God. 710 to 699. 

2 Speak ye ^ comfortably to Jerusalem, and cry unto her, that 


The prophecies of Isaiah, that follow this chapter, were, in all probability, delivered in the 
latter years of Hezekiah’s reign. 

The miraculous cure of this king, and the destruction of the host of Sennacherib, must naturally 
have rivetted the attention of the Jews to the prophet. Those people who had witnessed the won- 
derful accomplishment of his prediction against the Assyrian army, as well as those against the sur- 
rounding nations, must have had (if any thing earthly could have given it to them) implicit faith in 
the eventual completion of that grand series of prophecies which were now delivered to them by 
Isaiah, and which constitute the most elegant, and perhaps the most sublime part of the Old Testa- 
ment. They may be divided, according to the plan of Vitringa and Bishop Tomline, into sections. 
The chief subject is the restoration of the church. This is pursued with the greatest regularity; 
containing the deliverance of the Jews from captivity — the vanity and destruction of idols — the vin 
dication of the divine power and truth — consolations and invitations to the Jews — denunciations 
against them for their infidelity and impiety — their rejection, and the calling of the Gentiles — the 
happiness of the righteous, and the final destruction of the wicked. But, as the subject of this very 
beautiful series of prophecies is chiefly of the consolatary kind, they are introduced with a promise of 
the restoration of the kingdom, and the return from the Babylonian captivity, through the merciful 
interposition of God. At the same time, this redemption from Babylon is employed as an image to 
shadow out a redemption of an infinitely higher and more important nature. The prophet connects 
these two events together, scarcely ever treating of the former without throwing in some intimations 
of the latter ; and sometimes he is so fully possessed with the glories of the future more remote king- 

X 2 
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A.C. 710 
to 699. 


her ^ warfare is accomplished, that her iniquity is pardoned : 
for she hath received of the Lord’s hand double for all her 


b Or, appoint- ginS. 

c Matt iii 3 ° voice of him that crieth in the wilderness, 

Maiki. s.’ ‘ the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert 

Luke iii. 4. £ a 

John i. 23. tor our (jrod. 


Prepare ye 3 
a highway 


dom of the Messiah, that he seems to leave the immediate subject of his commission almost out of 
the question. This series of prophecies consists of twelve prophetic poems or discourses. 

Discourse 1. (ch. xl. xli.) contains a promise of comfort to the people of God, interspersed with 
declarations of the omnipotence and omniscience of Jehovah, and a prediction of the restoration 
of the Jews from the Babylonian captivity by Cyrus. 

Discourse 2. The advent of the Messiah, and the character and blessings of his kingdom, are 
foretold (xlii. 1 — 17 *) j rejecting which the infidelity and blindness of the Jews are reproved 
(18 — 25.) A remnant of them, however, it is promised, shall be preserved, and ultimately 
restored to their own land (xliii. 1 — 13.) The taking of Babylon by Cyrus, and the restoration 
of the Jews, are also foretold, as also, perhaps, their return after the Roman dispersion (14 — 20.) ; 
and they are admonished to repent of those sins which would otherwise bring the severest judg- 
ments of God upon them (22 — 28.) 

Discourse 3. contains promises of redemption, and of the effusion of the Holy Spirit, inter- 
mingled with a beautiful and forcible exposure of the folly of idolatry (xliv. 1 — 20.) Thence, 
the prophet announces by name their future deliverer, Cyrus (21 — 28. xlv. 1 — 5.); and 
according to his usual manner, he makes a transition to the greater work of God in the con- 
version of the Gentiles to the Gospel, and the ultimate triumph of the latter over Antichrist 
(6—25). 

Discourse 4. foretells the carrying away of the idols of Babylon (xlvi. 1 — 5) ; the folly of wor- 
shipping them is then strikingly contrasted with the attributes and perfections of Jehovah 
(6 — 13) ; and the destruction of Babylon is further denounced (xlvii.) 

Discourse 5. contains an earnest reproof of the Jews for their obstinate attachment to idolatry, 
which would infallibly involve them in the severest calamities (xlviii. 1 — 19. 21, 22.); and fore- 
tells their deliverance from the Babylonian captivity (20.) 

Discourse 6. introduces the Messiah in person, declaring the full extent of his commission, fore- 
telling the unbelief and rejection of the Jews, the triumphant state of the church, and particu- 
larly of the Jews on their conversion to the Gospel (xlix.) 

Discourse 7- predicts the rejection of the Jews for their rejection of Jesus Christ (1. 1 — 3.), 
whose sufferings and exaltation are foretold (4 — 11.) Still keeping the great Deliverer in view, 
the prophet exhorts the faithful Jews to trust in him, and foretells their future restoration after 
the Babylonian captivity and the Roman dispersion, as also their conversion to Christianity (li. 
Hi. 1—12.) 

Discourse 8. predicts the person, offices, humiliation, sufferings, and exaltation of Christ, 
the end of his death, and the blessings resulting to mankind from that event (Hi. 13 — 15. Hii.) 

Du COURSE 9. foretells the increase of the church by the conversion of the Jews and Gentiles, and 
its triumphant state in general (Hv.) 

Discourse 10. describes the fulness, freeness, excellence, and everlasting nature of the blessings 
of the Gospel, and the conditions on which they are to be attained, w ithout respect to persons 
or nations (Iv. Ivi. 1 — 8.) 

Discourse n. contains a prophecy of the calamities that would befall the inhabitants of Judah, 
in consequence of the sins which they would commit after the death of Hezekiah, particularly 
their idolatry and hypocrisy ; by the captivity of Manasseh and some others, and afterwards of 
the whole nation, first by the Babylonians, and subsequently by the Romans (Ivi. 9 — 12. 
Ivi. — lix. 14.) 

Discourse 12. chiefly predicts the general conversion of the Jews to the Gospel, the coming in 
of the fulness of the Gentiles, and the destruction of Antichrist ; also the restoration of the 
Jews, and the happy state of the Christian church (lix. 15 — 22. lx — Ixvi.) In ch. Ixi. 1 — 9. 
the Messiah is introduced describing his character and office, and confirming the ample pro- 
mises made in the preceding chapter. The deliverance of the church from all her enemies by 
the GREAT REDEEMER, and the destruction of Antichrist, and his followers, are delineated in 
ch. Ixiii. 1 — 6. with unequalled pathos, energy, and sublimity. And the two last chapters in 
the prophecy set forth, in the clearest terms, the calling of the Gentiles, the establishment of 
the Christian dispensation, and the reprobation of the apostate Jews. 

Vide Horne’s Crit. Introd. vol. i. p. 286, from which this division of the prophecies is extracted ; 
and Lowth’s Notes on Isaiah, p. 183. 
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4 Every valley shall be exalted, and every mountain and hill A.c. 710 
shall be made low : and the crooked shall be made ^ straight, 

and the rough places ® plain : nZ^ghtpiace 

5 And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh e or, apiain 
shall see it together : for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken 

it, 

6 The voice said, Cry. And he said. What shall I cry ? ^ All 

flesh is grass, and all the goodliness thereof is as the flower of 
the field : i. 24. 

7 The grass wdthereth, the flower fadeth : because the spirit of 
the Lord bloweth upon it: surely the people is grass. 

8 The grass withercth, the flower fadeth: but ^ the word of 34 . 
our God shall stand for ever. 

9 ^ O Zion, that bringest good tidings, get thee up into the h or, 0 thou 

high mountain; Jerusalem, that bringest good tidings, \\h^goodmi%s 
up thy voice with strength ; lift it up, be not afraid ; say unto i of/'o 
the cities of Judah, Behold your God ! thatuiuu 

10 Behold, the Lord God will come ^ with strong Ariwc?, and to JerubaUm. 
his arm shall rule for him : behold, his reward is with him, and 

^ his work before him. \?ncefor7ii 

1 1 He shall feed his flock like a shepherd : he shall gather work. 
the lambs with his arm, and carry them in his bosom, ami shall "xxfv.^iy. 
gently lead those ” that are with young. 

12 Who hath measured the waters in the hollow of his hand, 


and meted out heaven with the span, and comprehended the 
dust of the earth in ® a measure, and weighed the mountains in 0 Heb. a 
scales, and the hills in a balance ? 

13 P Who hath directed the Spirit of the Lord, or being his 

counsellor hath taught him ? 1 

14 With whom took he counsel, and who ^instructed him, and of his counsel. 
taught him in the path of judgment, and taught him know- 

ledge, and shewed to him the way of ® understanding ? 

15 Behold, the nations are as a drop of a bucket, and are counted standings?^' 
as the small dust of the balance : behold, he taketh up the isles 

as a very little thing. 

16 And Lebanon is not sufficient to burn, nor the beasts thereof 
sufficient for a burnt offering. 

17 All nations before him areas ‘nothing; and they are, counted tD^-iv.34. 
to him less than nothing, and vanity. 

18 To whom then will ye ^ liken God? or what likeness will ye u Actsxvii. 
compare unto him ? 

1 9 The workman melteth a graven image, and the goldsmith 
spreadeth it over with gold, and casteth silver chains. 

20 He that ^is so impoverished that he hath no oblation choos- xHeb.ispoor 
eth a tree will not rot; he seeketh unto him a cunning 
workman to prepare a graven image, that shall not be moved. 

21 Have ye not known i have ye not heard ? hath it not been 
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A.c. 710 told you from the beginning? have ye not understood from the 
. j foundations of the earth ? 

lhatauuTh ^ sitteth upon the circle of the earth, and the 22 

&c. ** ’ inhabitants thereof are as grasshoppers ; that ^ stretcheth out 

zP 8 .civ. 2 . heavens as a curtain, and spreadeth them out as a tent to 
dwell in : 

p/°cvu" 4 o^’ That bringeth the “princes to nothing; he maketh the judges 23 
of the earth as vanity. 

Yea, they shall not be planted ; yea, they shall not be sown: 24 
yea, their stock shall not take root in the earth : and he shall 
also blow upon them, and they shall wither, and the whirlwind 
shall take them away as stubble. 

To whom then will ye liken me, or shall I be equal ? saith 25 
the Holy One. 

Lift up your eyes on high, and behold who hath created 26 
these things^ that bringeth out their host by number : he calleth 
them all by names by the greatness of his might, for that he is 
strong in power ; not one faileth. 

Why sayest thou, O Jacob, and speakest, O Israel, My way 27 
is hid from the Loro, and my judgment is passed over from 
my God ? 

Hast thou not known ? hast thou not heard, that the ever- 28 
lasting God, the Lord, the Creator of the ends of the earth, 
bPs. cxivii. fainteth not, neither is weary ? ^ there is no searching of his 
understanding. 

He giveth power to the faint; and to them that have no 29 
might he increaseth strength. 

Even the youths shall faint and be weary, and the young 30 
men shall utterly fall : 

cueb-change. upou the LoRD shall rcnew their zi 

strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they 
shall run, and not be weary ; and they shall walk, and not 
faint. 

ISAIAH XLI. 

1 God expostulateth with his people, about his mercies to the churchy 10 about his pro- 
mises, 21 and about the vanity of idols. 

Keep silence before me, O islands; and let the people renew i 
their strength : let them come near ; then let them speak : let 
us come near together to judgment. 

oiw^"^*^*** raised up ^ the righteous man from the east, called him 2 

to his foot, gave the nations before him, and made him rule 
over kings? he gave them as the dust to his sword, and as 
driven stubble to nis bow. 

He pursued them, and passed ® safely ; even by the way that 3 
he had not gone with his feet. 

Who hath wrought and done iV, calling the generations from 4 


e Heb. in 
peace. 
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5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 


the beginning? I the Lord, the ^ first, and with the last; I am 
he. 

The isles saw and feared ; the ends of the earth were 
afraid, drew near, and came. 

They helped every one his neighbour ; and every one said 
to his brother, « Be of good courage. 

So the carpenter encouraged the ^ goldsmith, and he that 
smootheth with the hammer * him that smote the anvil, ^ say- 
ing, It is ready for the sodering : and he fastened it with nails, 
that it should not be moved. 

But thou, Israel, art my servant, Jacob whom I have 
^ chosen, the seed of Abraham my friend. 

Thou whom I have taken from the ends of the earth, and 
called thee from the chief men thereof, and said unto thee, 
Thou art my servant ; I have chosen thee, and not cast thee 
away. 

Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be not dismayed; for 
I am thy God : I will strengthen thee ; yea, I will help 
thee ; yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of my righte- 
ousness. 

Behold, all they that were incensed against thee shall be 
"ashamed and confounded: they shall be as nothing; and 
° they that strive with thee shall perish. 

Thou shalt seek them, and shalt not find them, even p them 
that contended with thee : ^ they that war against thee shall be 
as nothing, and as a thing of nought. 

For I the Lord thy God will hold thy right hand, saying 
unto thee, Fear not; I will help thee. 

Fear not, thou worm Jacob, and ye ^men of Israel; I 
will help thee, saith the Lord, and thy redeemer, the Holy 
One of Israel. 


A.C. 710 
to 699. 

f ch. xliil. 10. 
& xliv. 6. k 
xlviii. 12. 
Rev. i. 17. & 
xxii. 13. 
g Heb. Be 
strotig. 

h Or, founder. 
i Or, the 
tmiiing. 
k Or, saying 
of the Moder,It 
is good. 


1 Deut. vii. 6. 
& X. 15. & 
xiv. 2. Ps. 
CXXXV.4. ch. 
xliii. 1. & 
xliv. 1. 
m 2 Chr. XX. 
7. Jam. ii. 23. 


n Ex. xxiii. 
22. ch. lx. 12. 
Zecli. xii. 3. 

0 Heb. the 
men of thy 
strife. 
p Heb. the 
men of thy 
contention. 
q Heb. the 
men of thy 
war. 

r Or, fewmen . 


Behold, I will make thee a new sharp threshing instrument 
having ® teeth: thou shalt thresh the mountains, and beat them sHeb.iwoit/Ai 
small, and shalt make the hills as chaflf. 

Thou shalt fan them, and the wind shall carry them away, 
and the whirlwind shall scatter tlieih: and thou shalt rejoice in 
the Lord, and shalt glory in the Holy One of Israel. 

When the poor and needy seek water, and there is none, and 
their tongue faileth for thirst, I the Lord will hear them, / the 
God of Israel will not forsake them. 


I will open ^rivers in high places, and fountains in the midst 
of the valleys : I will make the wilderness a pool of water, u Ps^^cvii. ss. 
and the dry land springs of water. 

I will plant in the wilderness the cedar, the shittah tree, and 
the myrtle, and the oil tree; I will set in the desert tlie fir 
tree, and the pine, and the box tree together ; 

That they may see, and know, and consider, and understand 
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A.c. 710 together, that the hand of the Lord hath done this, and the 
Holy One of Israel hath created it. 

fo wwinr** ^ Produce your cause, saith -the Lord ; bring forth your 21 
strong reasons^ saith the King of Jacob. 

Let them bring them forth, and shew us what shall happen : 22 
let them shew the former things, what they Je, that we may 
y Heb.«e<oMr y consider them, and know the latter end of them; or declare 
them. us things tor to come. 

Shew the things that are to come hereafter, that we may 23 
know that ye are gods : yea, do good, or do evil, that we may 
be dismayed, and behold it together. 

z Or, worse Behold, ye are ^ of nothing, and your work ® of nought : an 24 
a or,”wme^' abomination is he that chooseth you. 

I have raised up one from the north, and he shall come: from 25 
the rising of the sun shall he call upon my name : and he shall 
come upon princes as upon morter, and as the potter treadeth 
clay. 

Who hath declared from the beginning, that we may know? 26 
and beforetime, that we may say, He is righteous ? yea, there is 
none that sheweth, yea, there is none that declareth, yea, there 
is none that hearetli your words. 

The first shall say to Zion, Behold, behold them ; and I will 27 
give to Jerusalem one that bringeth good tidings. 

For I beheld, and there was no man ; even among them, and 28 
there was no counsellor, that, when I asked of them, could 
b Heb.r^^urw. ^ answer a word. 

Behold, they are all vanity : their works are nothing ; their 29 
molten images are wind and confusion. 

§ 18 . Prophecy of the Advent of Christ, and the Restoration of the 

Jews, 

ISAIAH XLII. 

1 The office of Christ, graced with meekness and constancy. 5 God^s promise unto him. 
10 An exhortation to praise God for his Gospel. 17 He reproveth the people of in- 
credulity. 

Behold mj servant, whom I uphold ; mine elect, in whom i 
aMatt.iii.i7. my soul ^ delightetli ; I have put my spirit upon him : he shall 
Eph^l'e.* bring forth judgment to the Gentiles. 

He shall not cry, nor lift up, nor cause his voice to be heard 2 
in the street. 

hoi, dimly A bruised reed shall he not break, and the ^smoking flax 3 
shall he not ‘^quench: he shall bring forth Judgment unto 
*'• truth. 

d Heb. jroA^n. He shall uot fail nor be ‘^discouraged, till he have set judg- 4 

ment in the earth : and the isles shall wait for his law. 

Thus saith God the Lord, he that created the heavens, and 5 
stretched them out; he that spread forth the earth, and that 
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e ch. xlix. 6, 
Luke ii. 32. 


which cometh out of it ; he that giveth breath unto the people 710 
upon it, and spirit to them that walk therein : v to 699. 

6 I the Lord have called thee in righteousness, and will hold 
thine hand, and will keep thee, and give thee for a covenant of 
the people, for ® a light of the Gentiles ; 

7 To open the blind eyes, to ^ bring out the prisoners from 

the prison, and them that sit in ^ darkness out of the prison Luke iv. 18 . 

hmiSP Hcb.ii. 14,15. 

11UU»6. g 15^^ 2. 

8 1 am the Lord: that is my name: and my ^glory will I not hcu.xiviii. 
give to another, neither my praise to graven images. 

9 Behold, the former things are come to pass, and new things 
do I declare : before they spring forth I tell you of them. 

10 Sing unto the Lord a new song, and his praise from the 
end of the earth, ye that go down to the sea, and * all that is 
therein ; the isles, and the inhabitants thereof. 

11 Let the wilderness and the cities thereof lift up their voice^ 
the villages that Kedar doth inhabit : let the inhabitants of the 
rock sing, let them shout from the top of the mountains. 

12 Let them give glory unto the Lord, and declare his praise 
in the islands. 

13 The Lord shall go forth as a mighty man, he shall stir up 
j ealousy like a man of war : he shall cry, yea, roar ; he shall 

^ prevail against his enemies. ? 

14 1 have long time holden my peace ; 1 have been still, and 
refrained myself : now will I cry like a travailing woman ; I 
will destroy and ^ devour at once. 

15 I will make waste mountains and hills, and dry up all their up' 
herbs; and I will make the rivers islands, and I will dry up 
the pools. 

16 And I will bring the blind by a way that they knew not; I 

will lead them in paths that they have not known : I will make 
darkness light before them, and crooked things ^ straight. “ Heb, into 
These things will I do unto them, and not forsake them. * ”***' 

17 They shall be “turned back, they shall be greatly ashamed, nPs.xcvU. 7. 
that trust in graven images, that say to the molten images, le xHv. ii.& 
are our gods. ' 

18 Hear, ye deaf ; and look, ye blind, that ye may see. 

19 Who is blind, but my servant? or deaf, as my messenger 
that I sent ? who is blind as he that is perfect, and blind as the 
Lord’s servant ? 

20 Seeing many things, ® but thou observes! not; opening the « “• 
ears, but he heareth not. 

21 The Lord is well pleased for his righteousness’ sake; he 

will magnify the law, and make ^ it honourable. p 

22 But this is a people robbed and spoiled ; ^ they are all of q 
them snared in holes, and they are hid in prison houses : they young men 


are for a prey, and none delivereth ; for 
saith. Restore. 


^ a spoil, and none 

treading. 
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A.C. 710 
to 699. 


8 Heb. for the 
after time f 


t Or, person. 

u ch. xli. 10, 
14. & xliv. 2. 
Jer. XXX. 10, 
11. &xlvi.27, 
28. 


X ch. xli. 21, 
22. 26. 


y ch. xli. 4. 

& xliv. 6. 
z Or, nothing 
formed of 
God. 

a ch. xlv. 21. 
Hos. xiii. 4. 


Who among you will give ear to this ? w/io will hearken and 23 
hear ® for the time to come ? 

Who gave Jacob for a spoil, and Israel to the robbers ? did 24 
not the Lord, he against whom we have sinned? for they 
would not walk in his ways, neither were they obedient unto 
his law. 

Therefore he hath poured upon him the fury of his anger, 25 
and the strength of battle : and it hath set him on fire round 
about, yet he knew not ; and it burned him, yet he laid it not 
to heart. 

ISAIAH XLIII. 

l The Lord comforteth his church with his promises. 8 He appealeth to the pecyple for 

witness of his omnipotency. 14 He foretelleth them the destruction of Babylon^ 

18 and his wonderful deliverance of his people. 22 He reproveth the people as in- 
excusable. 

But now thus saith the Lord that created thee, O Jacob, i 
and he that formed thee, O Israel, Fear not : for I have re- 
deemed thee, I have called thee by thy name ; thou art mine. 

When thou passest through the waters, I will he with thee ; 2 
and through the rivers, they shall not overflow thee : when 
thou walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be burned ; nei- 
ther shall the flame kindle upon thee. 

For I aw the Lord thy God, the Holy One of Israel, thy 3 
Saviour : I gave Egypt for thy ransom, Ethiopia and Seba for 
thee. 

Since thou wast precious in my sight, thou hast been honour- 4 
able, and I have loved thee : therefore will I give men for 
thee, and people for thy Hife. 

Fear not: for I am with thee : I will bring thy seed from 5 
the east, and gather thee from the west ; 

I will say to the north. Give up ; and to the south, Keep 6 
not back : bring my sons from far, and my daughters from the 
ends of the earth ; 

Even every one that is called by my name : for I have ere- 7 
ated him for my glory, I have formed him ; yea, I have made 
him. 

Bring forth the blind people that have eyes, and the deaf 8 
that have ears. 

Let all the nations be gathered together, and let the people 9 
be assembled : ^ who among them can declare this, and shew 
us former things ? let them bring forth their witnesses, that 
they may be justified ; or let them hear, and say. It is truth. 

Ye are my witnesses, saith the Lord, and my servant whom lo 
I have chosen : that ye may know and believe me, and under- 
stand that I aw he : ^ before me there was * no God formed, 
neither shall there be after me. 

I, even I, ^ am the Lord; and beside me there is no saviour, ii 

I have declared, and have saved, and I have shewed, when j 2 
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there was no strange god among you : therefore ye are my wit- 7^0 
nesses, saith the Lord, that I am God. 

13 Yea, before the day was I am he; and there is none that 
can deliver out of my hand : I will work, and who shall let 

^ c il; ^ b Heb. turn it 

14 Thus saith the Lord, your redeemer, the Holy One of c Job ix. 12. 
Israel; For your sake I have sent to Babylon, and have brought 

down all their ^ nobles, and the Chaldeans, whose cry is in the ^ 
ships. 

15 1 am the Lord, your Holy One, the creator of Israel, your 
King. 

16 Thus saith the Lord, which ® maketh a way in the sea, and xw. le. 

a ^path in the mighty waters ; f Josh, ai is. 

17 Which bringeth forth the chariot and horse, the army and 
the power ; they shall lie down together, they shall not rise : 
they are extinct, they are quenched as tow. 

18 Remember ye not the former things, neither consider the 
things of old. 

19 Behold, I will do a ^new thing; now it shall spring forth; 
shall ye not know it ? I will even make a way in the wilder- 
ness, and rivers in the desert. 

20 The beast of the field shall honour me, the dragons and the 
^^owls: because I give waters in the wilderness, and rivers in 

the desert, to give drink to my people, my chosen. its^o'tiTowi 

21 ^This people have I formed for myself; they shall shew k lX rrV 
forth my praise. 

22 But thou hast not called upon me, O Jacob ; but thou hast 
been weary of me, O Israel. 

23 Thou hast not brought me the ^ small cattle of thy burnt 
offerings ; neither hast thou honoured me with thy sacrifices. 

I have not caused thee to serve with an offering, nor wearied 
thee with incense. 


24 Thou hast brought me no sweet cane with money, neither 

hast thou ’^filled me with the fat of thy sacrifices : but thou “Heb.madff 
hast made me to serve with thy sins, thou hast weaned me with abundantly 
thine iniquities. mouuned. 

25 I, even I, am he that blotteth out thy transgressions “for 
mine own sake, and will not remember thy sins. 

26 Put me in remembrance: let us plead together: declare 
thou, that thou mayest be justified. 

27 Thy first father hath sinned, and thy ® teachers have trans- “ 
gressed against me. 

28 Therefore I have profaned the p princes of the sanctuary, and 
have given Jacob to the curse, and Israel to reproaches. 
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A,C. 710 
to 699 . 

a ch. xli. 8. & 
xliii, 1 . Jer. 
XKX. 10. & 
xlvi. 27, 28. 

b ch. XXXV. 7. 
Joel ii. 28. 
John vii, 38. 
Acts ii. 18. 


xlviii. 12. 
Rev. i. 8. 17. 
& xxii. 13. 


§ 19 . The Folly of Idolatry the Conversion of the Gentiles. 

ISAIAH XLIV. 

I God comforteth the church with his promises. 7 The vanity of idols, 9 and folly of idol 
makers. 21 He exhorteth to praise God for his redemption and omnipotency. 

Yet now hear, Jacob my servant; and Israel, whom I i 
have chosen : 

Thus saith the Lord that made thee, and formed thee from 2 
the womb, which will help thee; Fear not, O Jacob, my ser- 
vant ; and thou, Jesurun, whom I have chosen. 

For I will ^pour water upon him that is thirsty, and floods 3 
upon the dry ground : I will pour my spirit upon thy seed, 
and my blessing upon thine olFspring: 

And they shall spring up as among the grass, as willows by 4 
the water courses. 

One shall say, I am the Lord’s ; and another shall call him-- 5 
self by the name of Jacob ; and another shall subscribe with 
his hand unto the Lord, and surname himself by the name of 
Israel. 

Thus saith the Lord the King of Israel, and his redeemer 6 
cch.xiu 4 & the Lord of hosts; ®I am the first, and I am the last; and 
beside me there is no God. 

And who, as I, shall call, and shall declare it, and set it in 7 
order for me, since I appointed the ancient people ? and the 
things that are coming, and shall come, let them shew unto 
them. 

Fear ye not, neither be afraid: have not I told thee from 8 
that time, and have declared it ? ye are even my witnesses. 

Is there a God beside me ? yea, there is no ® God ; I know 
not any. 

They that make a graven image are all of them vanity ; and 9 
their ^ delectable things shall not profit ; and they are their 
own witnesses ; ^ they see not, nor know ; that they may be 
ashamed. 

Who hath formed a god, or molten a graven image that is 10 
profitable for nothing ? 

2r& Behold, all his fellows shall be ^ ashamed : and the workmen, 11 

xiii. i7.'& they are of men : let them all be gathered together, let them 

xiv. 16. stand up ; yet they shall fear, and they shall be ashamed to- 

gether. 

wfsd^xiuiii* ^ smith ^ with the tongs both worketh in the coals, and 12 
&c. ' fashioneth it with hammers, and worketh it with the strength 

UK. ^ of his arms : yea, he is hungry, and his strength faileth : he 
drinketh no water, and is faint. 

The carpenter stretcheth out his rule ; he marketh it out 13 
with a line ; he fitteth it with planes, and he marketh it out 
with the compass, and maketh It after the figure of a man, 


d Deut. iv.35. 
39. & xxxii. 
S). 1 Sam. ii. 
2. ch. xlv. 5. 
e Heb. rock, 
t Heb. desir- 
able. 

g Ps cxv. 4, 
&c. 
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to the beauty of a man ; that it may remain in the A.c. 710 

14 He heweth him down cedars, and taketh the cypress and the 

oak, which he ^ strengtheneth for himself among the trees of 1 or, taheth 
the forest : he planteth an ash, and the rain doth nourish it. 

15 Then shall it be for a man to burn : for he will take thereof, 
and warm himself ; yea, he kindleth iV, and baketh bread ; yea, 
he 'maketh a god, and worshippeth it ; he maketh it a graven 
image, and faUeth down thereto. 

16 He burneth part thereof in the fire; with part thereof he 
eateth flesh; he roasteth roast, and is satisfied: yea, he warmeth 
himself^ and saith. Aha, I am warm, I have seen the fire : 

17 And the residue thereof he maketh a god, even his graven 
image : he falleth down unto it, and worshippeth zY, and prayeth 
unto it, and saith. Deliver me ; for thou art my god. 

18 They have not known nor understood : for he hath ^ shut m iieb. 
their eyes, that they cannot see ; and their hearts, that they 
cannot understand. 

19 And none ^considereth in his heart, neither is there know- 
ledge nor understanding to say, I have burned part of it in the 
fire ; yea, also I have baked bread upon the coals thereof ; I 
have roasted flesh, and eaten it: and shall I make the residue 
thereof an abomination ? shall I fall down to the stock of a tree ? 

20 He feedeth on ashes: a deceived heart hath turned him of a tree. 
aside, that he cannot deliver his soul, nor say. Is there not a lie 

in my right hand ? 

21 Remember these, O Jacob and Israel; for thou art my ser- 
vant : I have formed thee ; thou art my servant : O Israel, thou 
shalt not be forgotten of me. 

22 I have blotted out, as a thick cloud, thy transgressions, and, 
as a cloud, thy sins : return unto me ; for I have redeemed 
thee. 

23 ^iug O ye heavens ; for the Lord hath done it : shout, ye 
lower parts of the earth : break forth into singing, ye mountains, 

0 forest, and every tree therein : for the Lord hath redeemed 
Jacob, and glorified himself in Israel. 

24 Thus saith the Lord, thy redeemer, and he that formed 
thee from the womb, I am the Lord that maketh all things ; 
that stretcheth forth the heavens alone ; that spreadeth abroad 
the earth by myself ; 

25 That frustrateth the tokens of the liars, and maketh diviners 
mad ; that turneth wise men backward, and maketh their know- 
ledge foolish ; 

26 That confirmeth the word of his servant, and performeth the 
counsel of his messengers; that saith to Jerusalem, Thou shalt 
be inhabited ; and to the cities of Judah, Ye shall be built, and 

1 will raise up the p decayed places thereof : p Heb.wo#/«. 

27 That saith to the deep. Be dry, and I will dry up thy rivers : 


according 

house. 
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A.c. 710 That saith of Cyrus, He is my shepherd, and shall perform 28 
« , all my pleasure : even saying to Jerusalem, ^ Thou shalt be 

?xxvi ’^22 23 temple. Thy foundation shall be laid. 

Ezral. 1 , &c. 

cli. xlv. 13. ISAIAH XLV. 

1 God calleth Cyrus for his churches sake. 5 By his omnipotency he chaUengeth obe- 
dience. 20 He convinceth the idols of vanity by his saving power. 

Thus saith the Lord to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right i 
I ^ l^ave holden, to subdue nations before him ; and I will 
loose the loins of kings, to open before him the two leaved 
gates ; and the gates shall not be shut ; 

I will go before thee, and make the crooked places straight : 2 
I will break in pieces the gates of brass, and cut in sunder the 
bars of iron : 

And I will give thee the treasures of darkness, and hidden 3 
riches of secret places, that thou mayest know that I, the Lord, 
which call thee by thy name, am the God of Israel. 

For Jacob my servant’s sake, and Israel mine elect, I have 4 
even called thee by thy name : I have surnamed thee, though 
thou hast not known me. 

39^&'xxxi?^‘ ^ ^ Lord, and there is none else, there is no God 5 

39'. cii. xiiv *8. beside me : I girded thee, though thou hast not known me. 

That they may know from the rising of the sun, and from the 6 
west, that there is none beside me. 1 am the Lord, and there 
is none else. 

I form the light, and create darkness : I make peace, and 7 
create evil: I tne Lord do all these things. 

Drop down, ye heavens, from above, and let the skies pour 8 
down righteousness: let the earth open, and let them bring 
forth salvation, and let righteousness spring up together ; I the 
Lord have created it. 

Woe unto him that striveth with his Maker ! Let the potsherd 9 
t .T«r. piii 6. Strive with the potsherds of the earth. ^ Shall the clay say to 
Rom. IX. 20 . fashioneth it, What makest thou ? or thy work. He 

hath no hands ? 

Woe unto him that saith unto his father. What begettest thou ? 10 
pr to the woman, What hast thou brought forth ? 

Thus saith the Lord, the Holy One of Israel, and his Maker, 11 
Ask me of things to come concerning my sons, and concerning 
the work of my hands command ye me. 

I have made the earth, and created man upon it: I, even my 12 
hands, have stretched out the heavens, and all their host have "l 
commanded. 

u Or, make I have raised him up in righteousness, and I will ^ direct all 13 
x7ch^‘. his ways : he shall ^ build my city, and he shall let go my cap- 
S?ai’. if&c.’ l^ives, not for price nor reward, saith the Lord of hosts, 
ch. xUv. 28. Thus saith the Lord, The labour of Egypt, and merchandise 14 
of Ethiopia and of the Sabeans, men of stature, shall come over 
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unto thee, and they shall be thine : they shall come after thee ; A.C. 710 
in chains they shall come over, and they shall fall down unto 
thee, they shall make supplication unto thee, saying^ Surely God 
is in thee ; and there is none else, there is no God. 

15 Verily thou a God that hidest thyself, O God of Israel, 
the Saviour. 

16 They shall be ashamed, and also confounded, all of them: 

they shall go to confusion together that are ^ makers of idols, ych. xUv. ii. 

17 But Israel shall be saved in the Lord with an everlasting 
salvation : ye shall not be ashamed nor confounded world with- 
out end. 

18 For thus saith the Lord that created the heavens; God 
himself that formed the earth and made it ; he hath established 
it, he created it not in vain, he formed it to be inhabited : I am 
the Lord : and thei'e is none else. 

19 I have not spoken in ^secret, in a dark place of the earth : * iieut. xxx. 
I said not unto the seed of Jacob, Seek ye me in vain : I the 

Lord speak righteousness, I declare things that are right. 

20 Assemble yourselves and come ; draw near together, ye that 
are escaped of the nations : they have no knowledge that set 
up the wood of their graven image, and pray unto a god that 
cannot save. 

21 Tell ye, and hvmg them near; yea, let them take counsel 
together : who hath declared this from ancient time ? who hath 
told it from that time ? have not I the Lord ? and there is no 
God else beside me ; a just God and a Saviour; there is none 
beside me. 

22 Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth : for 
I am God, and there is none else. 


23 I have sworn by myself, the word is gone out of my mouth 
in righteousness, and shall not return. That unto me every 
® knee shall bow, every tongue shall swear. 

24 ^ Surely, shall one say, in the Lord have I righteousness 

and strength; even to him shall come ; and all that are he shauZy of 
incensed gainst him shall be ashamed. lord is a// 

25 In the Lord shall all the seed of Israel be justified, and shall 

glory. c Heb. riyhte- 

® outneat. 


§ 20. Prophecy of the Babylonish Captivity, and Destruction of Babylon, 


ISAIAH XLVI. 

1 The idols of Babylon could not save themselves. 3 God saveth his people to the end. 
5 Idols are not comparable to God for power, 12 or present salvation, 

1 Bel boweth down, Nebo stoopeth, their idols were upon the 
beasts, and upon the cattle : your carriages were heavy loaden ; 
they are a burden to the weary heasL 

2 They stoop, they bow down together ; they could not deliver 
the burden, out ® themselves are gone into captivity. 
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b ch. xl. 18. 
25. 


c Pa. xxxiii. 

1 1. Prov.xix. 
21. & xxi. 30. 
Heb. Vi. 17. 
d Heb. the 
man of my 
counsel. 


Hearken unto me, O house of Jacob, and all the remnant of 3 
the house of Israel, which are borne by me from the belly, which 
are carried from the womb : 

And even to your old age I am he ; and even to hoar hairs 4 
will I carry you : I have made, and I will bear ; even I will 
carry, and will deliver you. 

^ To whom will ye liken me, and make me equal, and com- 5 
pare me, that we may be like ? 

They lavish gold out of the bag, and weigh silver in the 6 
balance, and hire a goldsmith : and he maketh it a god : they 
fall down, yea, they worship. 

They bear him upon the shoulder, they carry him, and set 7 
him in his place, and he standeth ; from his place shall he not 
remove : yea, one shall cry unto him, yet can he not answer, 
nor save him out of his trouble. 

Remember this, and shew yourselves men : bring it again 8 
to mind, O ye transgressors. 

Remember the former things of old : for I am God, and there 9 
is none else ; I am God, and there is none like me. 

Declaring the end from the beginning, and from ancient times 10 
the things that are not yet done, saying, ® My counsel shall stand, 
and I will do all my pleasure : 

Calling a ravenous bird from the east, ^ the man that executeth 11 
my counsel from a far country : yea, I have spoken it^ I will also 
bring it to pass ; I have purposed it^ I will also do it. 

Hearken unto me, ye stouthearted, that are far from right- 12 
eousness : 

I bring near my righteousness ; it shall not be far oflF, and 13 
my salvation shall not tarry : and I will place salvation in Zion 
for Israel my glory. 


ISAIAH XLVII. 

1 God^s judgment upon Babylon and Chaldea, 6 for their unmercifulness, 7 pride, 
10 and over boldness, 11 shall be unresistible. 

Come down, and sit in the dust, O virgin daughter of Babylon, i 
sit on the ground : there is no throne, O daughter of the Chal- 
deans : for thou shalt no more be called tender and delicate. 

Take the milstones, and grind meal: lincover thy locks, 2 
make bare the leg, uncover the thigh, pass over the rivers. 

Thy nakedness shall be uncovered, yea, thy shame shall be 3 
seen : I will take vengeance, and I will not meet thee as a man. 

As for our redeemer, the Lord of hosts is his name, the Holy 4 
One of Israel. 

Sit thou silent, and get thee into darkness, O daughter 5 
of the Chaldeans : for thou shalt no more be called, The lady 
of kingdoms. 

I was wroth with my people, I have polluted mine inherit- 6 
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ance, and given them into thine hand : thou didst shew them A.c. 710 
no mercy ; upon the ancient hzist thou very heavily laid thy . 
yoke. 

7 And thou saidst, I shall be ®a lady for ever: so that thou J 
didst not lay these things to thy heart, neither didst remember 
the latter end of it. 

8 Therefore hear now this, thou that art given to pleasures, 
that dwellest carelessly, that sayest in thine heart, I am, and 
none else beside me ; I shall not sit as a widow, neither shall I 
know the loss of children : 

9 But ^ these two things shall come to thee in a moment in one 
day, the loss of children, and widowhood : they shall come 
upon thee in their perfection for the multitude of thy sorceries, 
and for the great abundance of thine enchantments. 

10 For thou hast trusted in thy wickedness: thou hast said. 

None seeth me. Thy wisdom and thy knowledge, it hath 
^ perverted thee ; and thou hast said in thine heart, I am^ and 
none else beside me. away. 

1 1 Therefore shall evil come upon thee ; thou shalt not know 

^ from whence it riseth : and mischief shall fall upon thee; thou ^ 
shalt not be able to ^ put it off : and desolation shall come upon thereof. 
thee suddenly, which thou shalt not know. ^nth.exptate. 

12 Stand now with thine enchantments, and with the multitude 
of thy sorceries, wherein thou hast laboured from thy youth; 
if so be thou shalt be able to profit, if so be thou mayest 
prevail. 

13 Thou art wearied in the multitude of thy counsels. Let 
now the ^ astrologers, the stargazers, ^ the monthly progn os ti- 
cators, stand up, and save thee from these things that shall come i ueh. that 
upon thee. 

14 Behold, they shall be as stubble; the fire shall burn them , Months 
they shall not deliver ^ themselves from the power of the m ueb. their 
flame : there shall not be a coal to warm at, nor fire to sit be- 

fore it. 

15 Thus shall they be unto thee with whom thou hast laboured, 
even thy merchants, from thy youth : they shall wander every 
one to his quarter ; none shall save thee. 

§ 21. Idolatry reproved, 

ISAIAH XLVIII. 

1 (rorf, to convince the people of their foreknoum obstinacy^ revealed his prophecies. 

9 He saveth them for his own sake, \2 He exhorteth them to obedience^ because of 
his power and providence. 16 He lamenteth their backwardness, 20 He powerfully 
delivereth his out of Babylon. 

1 Hear ye this, O house of Jacob, which are called by the 
name of Israel, and are come forth out of the waters of Judah, 
which swear by the name of the Loro, and make mention of 
the God of Israel, hut not in truth, nor in righteousness. 

VOL. II Y 
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A.c. 710 For tliey call themselves of the holy city, and stay them- 2 
to 699. g^jygg upon the God of Israel ; The Lord of hosts is his name. 

I have declared the former things from the beginning ; and 3 
they went forth out of my mouth, and I shewed them ; I did 
them suddenly, and they came to pass, 
a Heb. hard. Because I knew that thou art ^ obstinate, and thy neck is an 4 
iron sinew, and thy brow brass ; 

I have even from the beginning declared it to thee ; before 5 
it came to pass I shewed it thee : lest thou shouldest say, Mine 
idol hath done them, and my graven image, and my molten 
image, hath commanded them. 

Thou hast heard, see all this ; and will not ye declare it ? I 6 
have shewed thee new things from this time, even hidden 
things, and thou didst not know them. 

They are created now, and not from the beginning ; even 7 
before the day when thou heardest them not ; lest thou should- 
est say, Behold, I knew them. 

Yea, thou heardest not; yea, thou knewest not; yea, from 8 
that time that thine ear was not opened : for I knew that thou 
wouldest deal very treacherously, and wast called a transgressor 
from the womb. 

For my name’s sake will I defer mine anger, and for my 9 
praise will I refrain for thee, that I cut thee not off. 
b Or, /or it/- Behold, I have refined thee, but not ^ with silver ; I have 10 
chosen thee in the furnace of affliction. 

For mine own sake, even for mine own sake, will I do it : for 11 
c ch. xiii. 8 . how should my name be polluted ? and ® I will not give my 
glory unto another. 

Hearken unto me, O Jacob and Israel, my called; I am he; \2 
d ch. xii. 4 . I am the ^ first, I also am the last. 

Lv.i.17. Mine hand also hath laid the foundation of the earth, and 13 
. ’my right hand hath spanned the heavens: when I call unto 
'hdiidhath Stand up together. 

spread out. All ye, assemble yourselves, and hear ; which among them 1 4 

hath declared these things? The Lord hath loved him: he 
will do his pleasure on Babylon, and his arm shall be on the 
Chaldeans. 

I, even I, have spoken; yea, I have called him: I have 15 
brought him, and he shall make his way prosperous. 

Come ye near unto me, hear ye this; I have not spoken in 16 
secret from the beginning; from the time that it was, there am 
I : and now the Lord God, and his Spirit, hath sent me. 

Thus saith the Lord, thy Redeemer, the Holy One of 17 
Israel ; I am the Lord thy God which teacheth thee to profit, 
which leadeth thee by the way that thou shouldest go. 

O that thou hadst hearkened to my commandments ! then is 
had thy peace been as a river, and thy righteousness as the 
waves of the sea : 
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19 Thy seed also had been as the sand, and the offspring of thy A.c. 710 

bowels like the gravel thereof ; his name should not have been . , 

cut off nor destroyed from before me. 

20 Go ye forth of Babylon, flee ye from the Chaldeans, with a 
voice of singing declare ye, tell this, utter it even to the end of 
the earth; say ye. The Lord hath ^redeemed his servant 
Jacob. 

21 And they thirsted not when he led them through the deserts: 

he ® caused the waters to flow out of the rock for them : he pr ex. xvii. e. 
clave the rock also, and the waters gushed out. 

22 ^ There is no peace, saith the Lord, unto the wicked. hch.ivu. 21 . 

§ 22. Messiah addresses his People. 

ISAIAH XLIX. 

1 Christ f being sent to the Jews^ complaineth of them. 5 He is sent to the Gentiles with 
gracious promises. 13 GocTs love is perpetual to his church. 18 The ample restoration 
of the church. 24 The powerful deliverance out of captivity. 

1 Listen, O isles, unto me ; and hearken, ye people, from far ; 

The Lord hath called me from the womb; from the bowels of 
my mother hath he made mention of my name. 

2 And he hath made my mouth like a sharp sword; in the 
shadow of his hand hath he hid me, and made me a polished 
shaft ; in his quiver hath he hid me ; 

3 And said unto me. Thou art my servant, O Israel, in whom 
I will be glorified. 

4 Then I said, I have laboured in vain, I have spent my 

strength for nought, and in vain: yet surely my judgment is 
with the Lord, and my ^ work with my God. rewar^^ 

5 And now, saith the Lord that formed me from the womb to 

he his servant, to bring Jacob again to him, ’^Though Israel be ^ Or, that it- 
not gathered, yet shall I be glorious in the eyes of the Lord, ^gVm^edto 
and my God shall be my strength. 

6 And he said, ® It is a light tning that thou shouldest be my 
servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob, and to restore the ^pre- 
served of Israel : I will also give thee for a ® light to the torfZiofa- 
Gentiles, that thou mayest be my salvation unto the end of the eXxiii 6 
earth. 

7 Thus saith the Lord, the Redeemer of Israel, and his Holy 

One, ^ to him whom man despiseth, to him whom the nation f or, to him 
abhorreth, to a servant of rulers. Kings shall see and arise, ^puldii^oui. 
princes also shall worship, because of the Lord that is faithful, 
and the Holy One of Israel, and he shall choose thee. 

8 Thus saith the Lord, k In an acceptable time have I heard « ^ cor. vi. 2 . 
thee, and in a day of salvation have I helped thee : and I will 
preserve thee, and give thee for a covenant of the people, to 

^ establish the earth, to cause to inherit the desolate heritages; hor,f<i<<««p. 

9 That thou mayest say ^ to the prisoners. Go forth ; to tnera i ch. xm. 7 . 

V 2 
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1 Heb. from 
having com- 
panion. 


m ch. lx. 4. 


n Heb. &o«om. 


o Heb. nott- 
rishera. 
p Heb. pr<»- 
ceasea, 

q Pfl. Ixxii. 9. 


r Heb; f 
captivity of 
thcjuat. 

• Heb. cap- 
iiciti/. 


tliat are in darkness, Shew yourselves. They shall feed in the 
ways, and their pastures shall be in all high places. 

They shall not ^hunger nor thirst; neither shall the heat 10 
nor sun smite them : for he that hath mercy on them shall lead 
them, even by the springs of water shall he guide them. 

And I will make all my mountains a way, and my highways 11 
shall be exalted. 

Behold, these shall come from far: and, lo, these from the 12 
north and from the west ; and these from the land of Sinim. 

Sing, O heavens; and be joyful, O earth; and break forth 13 
into singing, O mountains : for the Lord hath comforted his 
people, ana will have mercy upon his afflicted. 

But Zion said, The Lord hath forsaken me, and my Lord 14 
hath forgotten me. 

Can a woman forget her sucking child, ^ that she should not 15 
have compassion on the son of her womb ? yea, they may for- 
get, yet will I not forget thee. 

Behold, I have graven thee upon the palms of hands; 16 
thy walls are continually before me. 

Thy children shall make haste; thy destroyers and they thati7 
made thee waste shall go forth of thee. 

“'Lift up thine eyes round about, and behold: all these 18 
gather themselves together, and come to thee. As I live, saith 
the Lord, thou shalt surely clothe thee with them all, as with 
an ornament, and bind them on thee^ as a bride doeth» 

For thy waste and thy desolate places, and the land of thy 19 
destruction, shall even now be too narrow by reason of the 
inhabitants, and they that swallowed thee up shall be far away. 

The children which thou shalt have, after thou hast lost the 20 
other, shall say again in thine ears, The place is too strait for 
me : give place to me that I may dwell. 

Then shalt thou say in thine heart. Who hath begotten me 21 
these, seeing I have lost my children, and am desolate, a cap- 
tive, and removing to and fro? and who hath brought up these? 
Behold, I was left alone ; these, where had they beeji ? 

Thus saith the Lord God, Behold, I will lift up mine hand 22 
to the Gentiles, and set up my standard to the people : and 
they shall bring thy sons in their “ arms, and thy daughters 
shall be carried upon their shoulders. 

And kings shall be thy ® nursing fathers, and their p queens 23 
thy nursing mothers : they shall bow down to thee with their 
face toward the earth, and ^ lick up the dust of thy feet ; and 
thou shalt know that I am the Lord : for they shall not be 
ashamed that wait for me. 

Shall the prey be taken from the mighty, or ^ the lawful cap- 24 
tive delivered ? 

But thus saith the Lord, Even the • captives of the mighty 25 
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shall be taken away, and the prey of the terrible shall be deli- A.c. 710 
vered ; for I will contend with him that contendeth with thee, 
and I will save thy children. 

26 And I will feed them that oppress thee with their own flesh ; 

and they shall be drunken with their own ^ blood, as with sweet xiv. 20 . 
wine : and all flesh shall know that I the Lord am thy Saviour u or'new 
and thy Redeemer, the mighty One of Jacob. 


§23. Prophecy of the Rejection of Christ, and the eventual Exaltation 

of his Church, 

ISAIAH L. 


1 Christ sheweth that the dereliction of the Jews is not to he imputed to him^ by his ability 
to save, 5 by his obedience in that work, 7 and by his confidence in that assistance. 

10 j4n exhortation to trust in God, and not in ourselves. 

1 Thus saith the Lord, Where is the bill of your mother’s 
divorcement, whom 1 have put away ? or which of my credi- 
tors is it to whom I have sold you? Behold, for your iniquities 
have ye sold yourselves, and for your transgressions is your 
mother put away. 

2 Wherefore, when I came, was there no man ? when I called, 
was there none to answer? ^Is my hand shortened at all, that 
it cannot redeem? or have I no power to deliver? behold, at 
my rebuke I ^dry up the sea, I make the ‘^rivers a wilderness: 
their fish stinketh, because there is no water, and dieth for ^ 
thirst. 

3 I clothe the heavens with blackness, and I make sackcloth 
their covering. 

4 The Lord God hath given me the tongue of the learned, 
that I should know how to speak a word in season to him that 
is ^ weary: he wakeneth morning by morning, he wakeneth ^ 
mine ear to hear as the learned. 

5 The Lord God hath opened mine ear, and I was not ® re- 

bellious, neither turned away back. Heb. x.5,&c*. 

6 ^ I gave my back to the smiters, and my cheeks to them 
that plucked off the hair : I hid not my face from shame and 26 ! 
spitting. 

7 For the Lord God will help me ; therefore shall I not be 
confounded : therefore have I set my face like a flint, and I 
know that I shall not be ashamed. 


8 ^He is near that justifieth 
let us stand together : who is 
near to me. 


me ; who will contend with me ? 

^ mine adversary ? let him come h keb. the 

master of my 
cause. 


9 Behold, the Lord God will help me ; who is he that shall 
condemn me ? lo, they all shall wax old as a garment ; the 
moth shall eat them up. 

10 Who is among you that feareth the Lord, that obeyeth the 
voice of his servant, that walketli in darkness, and hath no 
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A,C. 710 liffht? let him trust in the name of the Lord, and stay upon 
. , his God. 

Behold, all ye that kindle a fire, that compass yourselves \l 
about with sparks : walk in the light of your fire, and in the 
i John ix. 19. gparks that ye have kindled. ^ This shall ye have of mine 
hand ; ye sh^l lie down in sorrow. 

ISAIAH LI. 

1 An exhortation^ after the pattern of Ahraham^ to trust in Christ, 3 by reason of his 
comfortable promises, 4t of his righteom salvation, 1 and man" s mortality . 9 Christ, 

by his sanctified arm, defendeth his from the fear of man, IT He bewaileth the afflic- 
tions of Jerusalem, 21 and promiseth deliverance. 

Hearken to me, ye that follow after righteousness, ye that l 
seek the Lord : look unto the rock whence ye are hewn, and 
to the hole of the pit whence ye are digged. 

Look unto Abraham your father, and unto Sarah that bare 2 
you : for I called him alone, and blessed him, and increased 
him. 

For the Lord shall comfort Zion : he will comfort all her 3 
waste places ; and he will make her wilderness like Eden, and 
her desert like the garden of the Lord; joy and gladness shall 
be found therein, thanksgiving, and the voice of melody. 

Hearken unto me, my people ; and give ear unto me, O my 4 
nation : for a law shall proceed from me, and I will make my 
judgment to rest for a light of the people. 

My righteousness is near ; my salvation is gone forth, and 5 
mine arms shall judge the people ; the isles shall wait upon 
me, and on mine arm shall they trust. 

Lift up your eyes to the heavens, and look upon the earth 6 
kP8.cii.26. beneath: for ^the heavens shall vanish away like smoke, and 
35 ^ the earth shall wax old like a garment, and they that dwell 

therein shall die in like manner : but my salvation shall be for 
ever, and my righteousness shall not be abolished. 

Hearken unto me, ye that know righteousness, the people 7 
ijn whose heart is my law ; "'fear ye not the reproach of men, 
m Matt. X. 28 . neither be ye afraid of their revilings. 

For the moth shall eat them up like a garment, and the 8 
worm shall eat them like wool : but my righteousness shall be 
for ever, and my salvation from generation to generation. 

Awake, awake, put on strength, O arm of the Lord; awake, 9 
as in the ancient days, in the generations of old. Art thou not 
i 3 **i 4 ^^*ek Rahab, and wounded the ^ dragon ? 

xxix.’ 3 . ^ ’ Art thou not it which hath ® dried the sea, uie waters of the lo 
0 Ex. XIV. 21. deep; that hath made the depths of the sea a way for the 
ransomed to pass over ? 

pch.xxxv.io. Therefore Pthe redeemed of the Lord shall return, and come ii 
with singing unto Zion ; and everlasting joy shall be upon 
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their head : they shall obtain gladness and joy ; and sorrow A.c. 710 
and mourning shall flee away. 

12 I, even I, am he that comforteth you: who art thou, that 

thou shouldest be afraid ^of a man that shall die, and of the qi’s.cxviii.e. 
son of man which shall be made ^ as grass ; r ch. xi. e. 

13 And forgettest the Lord thy maker, that hath stretched ^ ‘ ’ 

forth the heavens, and laid the foundations of the earth ; and 
hast feared continually every day because of the fury of the 
oppressor, as if he ® were ready to destroy ? and where is the 
fury of the oppressor? ready. 

14 The captive exile hasteneth that he may be loosed, and that 
he should not die in the pit, nor that his bread should fail. 

15 But I am the Lord thy God, that * divided the sea, whose t Jer.xxxi. 
waves roared : The Lord of hosts is his name. 

16 And I have put my words in thy mouth, and ^ 1 have covered ^ 2* 

thee in the shadow of mine hand, that I may plant the hea- 
vens, and lay the foundations of the earth, and say unto Zion, 

Thou art my people. 

17 ^ Awake, awake, stand up, O Jerusalem, which hast drunk cu. m, i. 
at the hand of the Lord the cup of his fury; thou hast drunken 

the dregs of the cup of trembling, and wrung them out. 

18 There is none to guide her among all the sons whom she 
hath brought forth ; neither is there any that taketh her by the 
hand of all the sons that she hath brought up. 

19 y These two things ^are come unto thee ; who shall be sorry 

for thee ? desolation, and ^ destruction, and the famine, and pefied'. 
the sword : by whom shall I comfort thee ? **^®‘**‘ 

20 Thy sons have fainted, they lie at the head of all the streets, 
as a wild bull in a net: they are full of the fury of the Lord, 
the rebuke of thy God. 

21 Therefore hear now this, thou afflicted, and drunken, but 
not with wine : 

22 Thus saith thy Lord the Lord, and thy God that pleadeth 
the cause of his people, Behold, I have taken out of thine hand 
the cup of trembling, even the dregs of the cup of my fury ; 
thou shalt no more drink it again : 

23 But I will put it into the hand of them that afflict thee ; 
which have said to thy soul. Bow down, that we may go over : 
and thou hast laid thy body as the ground, and as the street, 
to them that went over. 

ISAIAH LII. VER. 1 12. 

1 Christ persuadeth the church to believe his free redemption^ 7 to receive the ministers 
thereof 9 to joy in the power thereof 11 and to free themselves from bondage. 

1 Awake, ^ awake; put on thy strength, O Zion; put on thy 
beautiful garments, O Jerusalem, the holy city : for henceforth 
there shall no more come into thee the uncircumcised and the 
unclean. 



828 


PERIOD SIXTH. 


[part XIII. 


A.C. 710 
to 699. 


d Ezek. 
xxxvi. 20,23 
Rom ii. 24. 


e Nah. i. 15. 
Rom. X. 15. 


f Ps. xcvlii. 
2, 3. 

g Luke iii. 6. 


h 2 Cor. vi.l7. 
Rev. xviii. 4, 


i Heb. gather 
you up. 


Shake thyself from the dust ; arise, and sit down, O Jeru- 2 
, Salem : loose thyself from the bands of thy neck, O captive 
dai^hter of Zion. 

For thus saith the Lord, Ye have sold yourselves for 3 
nought ; and ye shall be redeemed without money. 

For thus saith the Lord God, My people went down afore- 4 
. time into ® Egypt to sojourn there; and the Assyrian oppressed 
them without cause. 

Now therefore, what have I here, saith the Lord, that my 5 
people is taken away for nought ? they that rule over them 
make them to howl, saith the Lord ; and my name continually 
every day is ^ blasphemed. 

Therefore my people shall know my name : therefore they 6 
shall know in that day that I am he that doth speak : behold, it 

is I. 

® How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him that 7 
bringeth good tidings, that publisheth peace; that bringeth 

f ood tidings of good, that publisheth salvation; that saith unto 
lion, Thy God reigneth ! 

Thy watchmen shall lift up the voice ; with the voice to- 8 

f ether shall they sing : for they shall see eye to eye, when the 
.ORD shall bring again Zion. 

Break forth into joy, sing together, ye waste places of Jeru- 9 
Salem : for the Lord hath comforted his people, he hath re- 
deemed Jerusalem. 

^The Lord hath made bare his holy arm in the eyes of all 10 
the nations; and ^all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation 
of our God. 

^Depart ye, depart ye, go ye out from thence, touch no 11 
unclean thing ; go ye out of the midst of her ; be ye clean, that 
bear the vessels of the Lord. 

For ye shall not go out with haste, nor go by flight : for the 12 
Lord will go before you; and the God of Israel will ^ be your 
rereward. 


§ 24. The Humiliation, Sufferings, and Exaltation of Christ predicted. 

ISAIAH LII. VER. 13, TO THE END. 

a Or, prosper. Behold, my servant shall ®^deal prudently, he shall be ex- 13 
alted and extolled, and be very higli 

b ch. liii. 3 . As many were astonished at thee ; his ^ visage was so marred u 
more than any man, and his form more than the sons of men : 

So shall he sprinkle many nations ; the kings shall shut their 15 
cR 0 m.xv. 21 . mouths at him : for that ® which had not been told them shall 
they see ; and that which they had not heard shall they con- 
sider. 
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ISAIAH LIII. 

I The prophet i complaining of incredulity ^ excuseth the scandal of the crosSf 4 by the 

benefit of his passion, 10 and the good success thereof 

1 Who ^ hath believed our ® ^ report ? and to whom is the arm 
of the Lord revealed ? 

2 For he shall grow up before him as a tender plant, and as a ( 

root out of a dry ground : ^ he hath no form nor comeliness ; , 
and when we shall see him, there is no beauty that we should | 
desire him. < 

3 He is despised and rejected of men ; a man of sorrows, and ^ 

acquainted with grief : and we hid as it were our faces from ] 
him ; he was despised, and we esteemed him not. ^ 

4 Surely ^ he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows : ; 
yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted, j 

5 But he was^^ wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised | 

for our iniquities; the chastisement of our peace was upon him; i 
and with his " ® stripes we are healed. 1 

6 All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every j 

one to his own way ; and the Lord p hath laid on him the ‘ 
iniquity of us all. 1 

7 He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet ^ he opened not J 

his mouth : ^ he is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a J 
sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his ( 
mouth. ( 

8 ®He was taken from prison and from judgment: and who J 

shall declare his generation ? for he was cut off out of the ^ 
land of the living : for the transgression of my people ^ was he j 
stricken. t 

9 And he made his grave with the wicked, and with the rich J 

in his death ; because he had done no violence, neither was i 
any ^deceit in his mouth. i 

10 Yet it pleased the Lord to bruise him; he hath put him to 
grief : ^ when thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin, he J 
shall see his seed, he shall prolong his days, and the pleasure * 
of the Lord shall prosper in his hand. 

II He shall see of the travail of his soul, and shall be satisfied : 
by his knowledge shall my righteous servant justify many; for 
he shall bear their iniquities. 

12 Therefore will I divide him a portion with the great, and he 
shall divide the spoil with the strong ; because he hath poured 
out his soul unto death: and he was ^numbered with the trans- j 
gressors ; and he bare the sin of many, and ® made intercession * 
for the transgressors. ‘ 


A.C. 710 
to 699. 

. dJohii xii.38. 
Rom, X. 16. 
e Or, docirine. 
f Heb. hear- 
ing. 

gch. lii. 14. 
Mark ix. 12. 

h Or, he hid 
as it were his 
face from us. 
i Heb. at an 
hiding effaces 
from him, or> 
from us. 
k Matt. viii. 
17. 

1 Or, tor- 
mented. 
m Rora.iv.25. 
1 Cor. XV. 3. 
n I Pet. ii. 24. 

0 Heb. bruise. 
p Heb. hath 
made the ini- 
quities of us 
all to meet 
on him. 

q Matt. xxvi. 
63. & xxvii. 
12. Markxiv. 
61. & XV. 5. 
r Acts viii.32. 
6 Or, he was 
taken away by 
distress and 
judgment : 
but, ^c. 
t Heb. was 
the stroke 
upon him. 
u Heb deaths. 
X 1 Pet. ii.22. 

1 John iii. 5. 


y Or, when his 
soul shall 
make an 
offering. 


X Mark xv.28. 
Luke xxii.37. 
a Luke xx.iii. 
34. 
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§ 25. Prophecy of the Enlargement and Triumph of the Church, 


ISAIAH LIV. 


1 The prophettfor the comfort of the Gentiles^ prophesieth the amplitude of their churchy 
4 their safety ^ 6 their certain deliverance out of affliction^ 1 1 their fair edification^ 
15 and their sure preservation. 


A.C. 710 
to 6U9. 


a Gal. iv. 27. 


b Luke i. 32. 


c Gen. ix. 11. 


d 1 Chr. 
xxix. 2. 


e John vi 45. 


Sing, ® O barren, thou that didst not bear ; break forth into i 
singing, and cry aloud, thou that didst not travail with child : 
for more are the children of the desolate than the children of 
the married wife, saith the Lord. 

Enlarge the place of thy tent, and let them stretch forth the 2 
curtains of thine habitations : spare not, lengthen thy cords, 
and strengthen thy stakes ; 

For thou shalt break forth on the right hand and on the left; 3 
and thy seed shall inherit the Gentiles, and make the desolate 
cities to be inhabited. 

Fear not; for thou shalt not be ashamed: neither be thou 4 
confounded ; for thou shalt not be put to shame : for thou shalt 
forget the shame of thy youth, and shalt not remember the 
reproach of thy widowhood any more. 

For thy Maker is thine husband ; the ^ Lord of hosts is his 5 
name ; and thy Redeemer the Holy One of Israel ; The God 
of the whole earth shall he be called. 

For the Lord hath called thee as a woman forsaken and 6 
grieved in spirit, and a wife of youth, when thou wast refused, 
saith thy God. 

For a small moment have I forsaken thee ; but with great 7 
mercies will I gather thee. 

In a little wrath I hid my face from thee for a moment ; but 8 
with everlasting kindness will I have mercy on thee, saith the 
Lord thy Redeemer. 

For this is as the waters of Noah unto me : for as I have 9 
sworn that the waters of Noah should no more go over the 
earth ; so have I sworn that I would not be wroth with thee, 
nor rebuke thee. 

For the mountains shall depart, and the hills be removed; lo 
but my kindness shall not depart from thee, neither shall the 
covenant of my peace be removed, saith the Lord that hath 
mercy on thee. 

O thou afflicted, tossed with tempest, and not comforted, 1 1 
behold, I will lay thy stones with ^ fair colours, and lay thy 
foundations with sapphires. 

And I will make thy windows of agates, and thy gates of 12 
carbuncles, and all thy borders of pleasant stones. 

And all thy children shall be ® taught of the Lord; and 13 
great shall be the peace of thy children. 

In righteousness shalt thou be established : thou shalt be far 14 
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15 

16 

17 

1 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

10 

11 


from oppression ; for thou shalt not fear : and from terror ; for A.c. 710 
it shall not come near thee. , to 699. 

Behold, they shall surely gather together, hut not by me : 
whosoever shall gather together against thee shall fall for thy 
sake. 

Behold, I have created the smith that bloweth the coals in 
the fire, and that bringeth forth an instrument for his work ; 
and I have created the waster to destroy. 

No weapon that is formed against thee shall prosper ; and 
every tongue shall rise against thee in judgment thou shalt 
condemn. This is the heritage of the servants of the Lord, 
and their righteousness is of me, saith the Lord. 

§ 26. The fulness and Excellence of the Blessings of the Gospel, 

ISAIAH LV. 


The prophet i with the promises of Christ, calleth to faith, 6 and to repentance. 8 The 
happy success of them that believe. 

Ho, ® every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he a John vu. 37. 
that hath no money ; come ye, buy, and eat ; yea, come, buy 
wine and milk without money and without price. 

Wherefore do ye ^ spend money for that which is not bread ? ^ 
and your labour for that which satisfieth not ? hearken dili- 
gently unto me, and eat ye that which is good, and let your 
soul delight itself in fatness. 

Incline your ear, and come unto me : hear, and your soul 
shall live ; and I will make an everlasting covenant with you, 
even the ^ sure mercies of David. c Acts xui. 

Behold, I have given him for a witness to the people, a leader 
and commander to the people. 

Behold, thou shalt call a nation that thou knowest not, and 
nations that knew not thee shall run unto thee because of the 
Lord thy God, and for the Holy One of Israel ; for he hath 
glorified thee. 

Seek ye the Lord while he may be found, call ye upon him 
while he is near : 


Let the wicked forsake his way, and ^ the unrighteous man 
his thoughts : and let him return unto the Lord, and he will 
have mercy upon him ; and to our God, for ® he will abundantly 
pardon. 

For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your 
ways my ways,, saith the Lord. 

For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways 
higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts. 

For as the rain cometh down, and the snow from heaven. 


d Heb. the 
man of ini- 
quity. 

e Heb. he will 
multiply to 
pardon. 


and returneth not thither, but watereth the earth, and maketh it 


bring forth and bud, that it may give seed to the sower, and 
bread to the eater : 


So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth ; it 
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A.c. 710 shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which 
I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereunto I sent it. 

For he shall go out with joy, and be led forth with peace: 12 
fciLxxxv.io. mountains and the hills shall ^ break forth before you into 
singing, and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 

Instead of the thorn shall come up the fir tree, and instead 13 
of the brier shall come up the myrtle tree : and it shall be to 
the Lord for a name, for an everlasting sign that shall not be 
cut off. 

ISAIAH LVI. VER. 1 — 8. 

1 The prophet exhorteth to sanctification. 3 He promiseth it shall he general^ without 

respect of persons. 

g Ox, equity. Tlius saitli the Lord, Keep ye ^judgment, and do justice : i 
for my salvation is near to come, and my righteousness to be 
revealed. 

Blessed is the man that doeth this, and the son of man that 2 
layeth hold on it ; that keepeth the sabbath from polluting it, 
and keepeth his hand from doing any evil. 

Neither let the son of the stranger, that hath joined himself 3 
to the Lord, speak, saying. The Lord hath utterly separated 
me from his people : neither let the eunuch say. Behold, I am 
a dry tree. 

For thus saith the Lord unto the eunuchs that keep my 4 
sabbaths, and choose the things that please me, and take hold of 
my covenant; 

Even unto them will I give in mine house and within my walls 5 
a place and a name better than of sons and of daughters : I will 
give them an everlasting name, that shall not be cut off. 

Also the sons of the stranger, that join themselves to the 6 
Lord, to serve him, and to love the name of the Lord, to be 
his servants, every one that keepeth the sabbath from polluting 
it, and taketh hold of my covenant ; 

h ch. ii. 2 . Even them will I ^ bring to my holy mountain, and make them 7 
joyful in my house of prayer : their burnt oflFerings and their sacri- 
i^Mark^xi he accepted upon mine altar; for ^ mine house shall 

u. Luke ‘ be called an house of prayer for all people. 
xix.46. Lord God which gathereth the outcasts of Israel saith, 8 

Yet will I gather others to him, ^ beside those that are gathered 
unto him. 

§ 27. Prediction of the Calamities which should heffill Judea for its 
Idolatry and Hypocrisy, 

ISAIAH LVI. VER. 9j TO THE END. 

All ye beasts of the field, come to devour, yea^ all ye beasts 9 
in the forest. 

a Or, dream- His watchmen are blind : they are all ignorant, they are all 10 
dogSj they cannot bark ; ® sleeping, lying down, loving to 
•/wp. slumber. 
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11 Yea, they are^ greedy dogs which ® can never have enough, A.c. 710 

and tliey are shepherds that cannot understand : they all look v , 

to their own way, every one for his gain, from his quarter. h neh: strong 

12 Come ye, say they^ I will fetch wine, and we will fill our- c lleb. know 
selves with strong drink; and to morrow shall be as this day, 

and much more abundant. 


g Or, go in 
peace. 


ISAIAH LVII. 

1 The blessed death of the righteous. 3 God reproveth the Jews for their whorish idol- 
atry. He giveth evangelical promises to the penitent. 

1 The righteous perisheth, and no man layeth it to heart: 

and merciful men are taken away, none considering that the dHeb. w^no/ 

. I . T f. r. \ •A . ® kindness, OX, 

righteous is taken away ^ irom the evil to come. godliness. 

2 He shall ® enter into peace : they shall rest in their beds, each mc. vu! 2 '/ 
one walking ^ in his uprightness. 

3 But draw near hither, ye sons of the sorceress, the seed 

of the adulterer and the whore. pet 

4 Against whom do ye sport yourselves ? against whom make 
ye a wide mouth, and draw out the tongue ? are ye not children 
of transgression, a seed of falsehood, 

5 Enflaming yourselves ^ with idols ^ under every green tree, \ ot, among 
slaying the children in the valleys under the clifts of the rock? k 2 Kin’xvi. 

6 Among the smooth stones of the stream is thy portion; they, 
they are thy lot : even to them hast thou poured a drink of- 
fering, thou hast offered a meat offering. Should I receive 
comfort in these ? 

7 Upon a lofty and high mountain hast thou set thy bed : even 
thither wentest thou up to offer sacrifice. 

8 Behind the doors also and the posts hast thou set up thy 
remembrance : for thou hast discovered thyself to another than 

me, and art gone up ; thou hast enlarged thy bed, and ^ made 1 or, hewed a 
thee a covenant with them ; thou lovedst their bed ™ where thou fargeif than 
sawest it. ... . mOx^ou 

9 And " thou wentest to the king with ointment, and didst prondest 
increase thy perfumes, and didst send thy messengers far off, n or * <Aofi r«- 
and didst debase thyself even unto hell. 

10 Thou are wearied in the greatness of thy way ; yet saidst 

thou not, There is no hope : thou hast found the ® life of thine oOr, iwxng. 
hand : therefore thou wast not grieved. 

11 And of whom hast thou been afraid or feared, that thou hast 
lied, and hast not remembered me, nor laid it to thy heart ? have 
not I held my peace even of old, and thou fearest me not ? 

12 I will declare thy righteousness, and thy works ; for they shall 
not profit thee. 

13 When thou criest, let thy companies deliver thee ; but the 
wind shall carry them all away ; vanity shall take them : but 
he that putteth his trust in me shall possess the land, and shall 
inherit my holy mountain ; 
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A.C. 710 And shall say, p Cast ye up, cast ye up, prepare the way, 14 
take up the sturabling block out of the way or my people, 
fo’ inhabiteth eternity, 15 

whose name is Holy ; I dwell in the hiffh and holy place, with 
him also that is of a contrite and humble spirit, to revive the 
spirit of the humble, and to revive the heart of the contrite 
ones. 

For I will not contend for ever, neither will I be always wroth : 16 
for the spirit should fail before me, and the souls which I have 
made. 

For the iniquity of his covetousness was I wroth, and smote 17 
q Heb. turn- him : I hid me, and was wroth, and he went on ^ frowardly in 

ing away. /« i • i . •' 

I have seen his ways, and will heal him : I will lead him also, is 
and restore comforts unto him and to his mourners. 

I create the fruit of the lips ; Peace, peace to him that is far 19 
oflf, and to him that is near, saith the Lord; and I will heal 
him. 

But the wicked are like the troubled sea, when it cannot rest, 20 
whose waters cast up mire and dirt, 
r ch. xiviii. r There is no peace, saitli my God, to the wicked. 


fi Heb. with 
j/iti throat. 


t Or, things 
wherewith ye 
grieve others. 
u Heb. griefs, 
X Or, ye fast 
not as this 
day. 

y Zech. vii. 5. 
z Lev. xvi.29, 
a Or, to af- 
flict his soul 
for a day 

b Heb. the 
bundles of 
the yoke, 
c Heb. 
broken. 
d Ezek.xviii. 
7. 


ISAIAH LVIII. 

1 The prophetf being sent to reprove hypocrisy, 3 expresseth a counterfeit fast and a true, 

8 He declareth what promises are due unto godliness, 13 and to the keeping of the 

sabbath. 

Cry * aloud, spare not, lift up thy voice like a trumpet, and i 
shew my people their transgression, and the house of Jacob their 
sins. 

Yet they seek me daily, and delight to know my ways, as a 2 
nation that did righteousness, and forsook not the ordinance of 
their God : they ask of me the ordinances of justice ; they take 
delight in approaching to God. 

Wherefore have we fasted, say they, and thou seest not ? 3 
wherefore have we afflicted our soul, and thou takest no know- 
ledge ? Behold, in the day of your fast ye find pleasure, and 
6xact all your * labours. 

Behold, ye fast for strife and debate, and to smite with the 4 
fist of wickedness : * ye shall not fast as ye do this day, to make 
your voice to be heard on high. 

Is it y such a fast that I have chosen ? ® ^ a day for a man to 5 
afflict his soul ? is it to bow down his head as a bulrush, and to 
spread sackcloth and ashes under him ? wilt thou call this a fast, 
and an acceptable day to the Lord ? 

Is not this the fast that I have chosen ? to loose the bands of 6 
wickedness, to undo ^ the heavy burdens, and to let the ® op- 
pressed go free, and that ye bresJc every yoke ? 

Is it not ^ to deal thy bread to the hungry, and that thou bring 7 
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the poor that are ® cast out to thy house ? when thou seest the 
naked, that thou cover him ; and that thou hide not thyself from 
thine own flesh ? 

8 Then shall thy light break forth as the morning, and thine 
health shall spring forth speedily: and thy righteousness shall 
go before thee; the glory of the Lord ^ shall be thy rere- 
ward. 

9 Then shalt thou call, and the Lord shall answer; thou shalt 
cry, and he shall say. Here I am» If thou take away from 
the midst of thee the yoke, the putting forth of the finger, 
and speaking vanity ; 

10 And if thou draw out thy soul to the hungry, and satisfy the 
afflicted soul ; then shall thy light rise in obscurity, and thy 
darkness he as the noon day : 

11 And the Lord shall guide thee continually, and satisfy thy 
soul in s drought, and make fat thy bones : and thou shalt be 
like a watered garden, and like a spring of water, whose waters 
^ fail not. 

12 And they that shall he of thee 'shall build the old waste 
places : thou shalt raise up the foundations of many genera- 
tions ; and thou shalt be called. The repairer of the breach, 
The restorer of paths to dwell in. 

13 If thou turn away thy foot from the sabbath, from doing thy 
pleasure on my holy day ; and call the sabbath a delight, the 
holy of the Lord, honourable ; and shalt honour him, not 
doing thine own ways, nor finding thine own pleasure, nor 
speaking thine own words : 

14 Then shalt thou delight thyself in the Lord; and I will 
cause thee to ^ ride upon the high places of the earth, and 
feed thee with the heritage of Jacob thy father : for the mouth 
of the Lord hath spoken it. 

ISAIAH LIX. VER. 1 — 15. 

I The damnable nature of sin. 3 The sins of the Jews. 9 Calamity is for sin, 

1 Behold, the Lord’s hand is not ^shortened, that it cannot 
save ; neither his ear heavy, that it cannot hear : 

2 But your iniquities have separated between you and your 
God, and your sins ^ have hid his face from you, that he will 
not hear. 

3 For " your hands are defiled with blood, and your fingers 
with iniquity ; your lips have spoken lies, your tongue hath 
muttered perverseness. 

4 None calleth for justice, nor any pleadeth for truth : they 
trust in vanity, and speak lies ; ® they conceive mischief, and 
bring forth iniquity. 

5 They hatch p cockatrice’ eggs, and weave the spider’s web : 
he that eateth of their eggs dieth, and ^that which is crushed 
breaketh out into a viper. 


A.c. 710 
to 699. 

e Or, af- 
flicted. 


f Heb. shall 
gather ihee 
up. 


g Heb. 
droughts. 

h Heb. lir, 
or, deceive. 
i ch. lxi.4. 


k Deut.xxxii. 
Vi. 


I NuTn.xi.23. 
ch. 1. 2. 


m Or, have 
made him 
hide. 

n ch. i. 15. 


0 Job XT. 35. 
P8. vii. 14. 
p Or, adders'. 
q Or, that 
which is 
sprinkled is 
as if there 
brake out a 
viper. 
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A.C. 710 ' Their webs shall not become garments, neither shall they 6 

to 6^. ^ cover themselves with their works : their works are works of 
rJobviii.i4, iniquity, and the act of violence is in their hands, 
s Prov. i. 16 . ® Their feet run to evil, and they make haste to shed inno- 7 

Rom. m. 15. blood: their thoughts are thoughts of iniquity; wasting 

and * destruction are in their paths. 

u dr, right. The way of peace they know hot : and there is no '^judgment 8 
in their goings : they have made them crooked paths : who- 
soever goeth tlierein shall not know peace. 

Therefore is judgment far from us, neither doth justice over- 9 
take us; we wait for light, but behold obscurity; for bright- 
ness, hut we walk in darkness. 

We grope for the wall like the blind, and we grope as if 10 
we had no eyes ; we stumble at noon day as in the night ; we 
are in desolate places as dead men. 

We roar all like bears, and mourn sore like doves : we look 11 
for judgment, but there is none; for salvation, hut it is far off 
from us. 

For our transgressions are multiplied before thee, and our 12 
sins testify against us : for our transgressions are with us ; and 
as for our iniquities, we know them ; 

In transgressing and lying against the Lord, and departing 13 
away from our God, speaking oppression and revolt, conceiving 
and uttering from the heart words of falsehood. 

And judgment is turned away backward, and justice standeth 14 
afar off: for truth is fallen in the street, and equity cannot 
enter. 

xOT, u ac- Yea, truth faileth ; and he that departeth from evil ^maketh 15 
y Heb. it wai himselt a prey : and the Lord saw it^ and ^ it displeased him 
Iyer * that there was no judgment. 

§ 28. The future Glory and Triumph of the Church, 

ISAIAH LIX. VER. 16, TO THE END. 

And he saw that there was no man, and wondered that there 16 
a ch. ixiii. 5 . was no intercessor : ® therefore his arm brought salvation unto 
him ; and his righteousness, it sustained him. 

^ righteousness as a breastplate, and an helmet 17 

v/s. of salvation upon his head ; and he put on the garments of ven- 
geance clothing, and was clad with zeal as a cloke. 
c ch. Ixiii. 6. ® According to their ^ deeds, accordingly he will repay, fury is 

to his adversaries, recompence to his enemies ; to the islands 
he will repay recompence. 

So shall they fear the name of the Lord from the west, and 19 
his glory from the rising of the sun. When the enemy shall 
eRev.xii.i5. come in ®like a flood, the Spirit of the Lord shall ^lift up a 
l^fiigM, Standard against him 

g koin.xi 26 . g Redeemer shall come to Zion, and unto them that 20 

turn from transgression in Jacob, saith the Lord. 
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21 As for me, this is my covenant with them, saith the Lord; A.C. 710 
My spirit that is upon thee, and my words which I have put 
in thy mouth, shall not depart out of thy mouth, nor out of the 
mouth of thy seed, nor out of the mouth of thy seed’s seed, 
saith the Lord, from henceforth and for ever. 

ISAIAH LX. 

1 The glory of the church in the abundant access of the GentileSy 15 and the great bless- 
ings after a short ajjliction, 

1 Arise, ^ shine ; for thy light is come, and the glory of the ^i^hulliTfor 

Lord is risen upon thee. coVeth^ 

2 For, behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, and gross 
darkness the people: but the Lord shall arise upon thee, and 
his glory shall be seen upon thee. 

3 And the ^Gentiles shall come to thy light, and kings to the 
brightness of thy rising. 

4 ^Lift up thine eyes round about, and see: all they gather ^ ch.xiix is. 
themselves together, they come to thee : thy sons shall come 

from far, and thy daughters shall be nursed at thy side. 

5 Then thou shalt see, and flow together, and thine heart shall 

fear, and be enlarged; because the ^abundance of the sea shall ]/^g'^asfian{e 
be converted unto thee, the forces of the Gentiles shall come tnrneutowurd 
unto thee. m Or, veallh. 

6 The multitude of camels shall cover thee, the dromedaries of 
Midian and Ephah ; all they from Sheba shall come : they 

shall bring ^ gold and incense ; and they shall shew forth the ^ ch. ixi. 6. 
praises of the Lord. 

7 All the flocks of Kedar shall be gathered together unto thee, 
the rams of Nebaioth shall minister unto thee : they shall come 
up with acceptance on mine altar, and I will glorify the house 
of my glory. 

8 Who are these that fly as a cloud, and as the doves to their 
windows ? 

9 Surely the isles shall wait for me, and the ships of Tarshish 

first, ° to bring thy sons from far, their silver and their gold o cai. w. 26 . 
with them, unto the name of the Lord thy God, and to the 
Holy One of Israel, because he hath glorified thee. 

10 And the sons of strangers shall build up thy walls, and their 
kings shall minister unto thee : for in my wrath I smote thee, 
but in my favour have I had mercy on thee. 

11 Therefore thy gates p shall be open continually ; they shall p R ev. xxi. 25 . 
not be shut day nor night ; that men may bring unto thee the 
^forces of the Gentiles, and that their kings may he brought. (lOx, wealth, 

12 For the nation and kingdom that will not serve thee shall 
perish,; yea, those nations shall be utterly wasted. 

13 The glory of Lebanon shall come unto thee, the fir tree, 
the pine tree, and the box together, to beautify the place of my 
sanctuary ; and I will make the place of my feet glorious. 

VOL. II. z 
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A.c. 7*0 The sons also of all them that afflicted thee shall come bending 14 
to 699. rk^„. them- 

r Rev. iii. 9, sclvcs dowii at the soles of thy feet ; and they shall call thee. 
The city of the Lord, The Zion of the Holy One of Israel. 

Whereas thou hast been forsaken and hated, so that no man 15 
went through thee^ I will make thee an eternal excellency, a 
joy of many generations. 

Tliou slialt also suck the milk of the Gentiles, and shalt suck IG 
the breast of kings: and thou slialt know that I the Lord am 
thy Saviour and thy Redeemer, the mighty one of Jacob. 

For brass I will bring gold, and for iron I will bring silver, 17 
and for wood brass, and for stones iron : I will also make thy 
officers peace, and thine exactors righteousness. 

Violence shall no more be heard in thy land, wasting nor is 
destruction within thy borders; but thou shalt call thy walls 
Salvation, and thy gates Praise. 

®sun shall be no more thy light by day ; neither for 19 
brightness shall the moon give light unto thee: but the Lord 
shall be unto thee an everlasting light, and thy God thy glory. 

Thy sun shall no more go down ; neither shall thy moon 20 
withdraw itself : for the Lord shall be thine everlasting light, 
and the days of thy mourning shall be ended. 

Thy people also shall he all righteous: they shall inherit 21 
the land for ever, the branch of my planting, the work of my 
hands, that I may be glorified. 

A little one shall become a thousand, and a small one a strong 22 
nation: I the Lord will hasten it in his time. 

ISAIAH LXI. 

1 I'Ue office of Christ. 4 The forwardness^ 7 blessings of the faithful. 

tLukeiv. 18. Tlic * Spirit of the Lord God is upon me ; because the i 
Lord hath anointed me to preach good tidings unto the meek; 
he hath sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim 
liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to them 
that are bound ; 

To proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord, and the day 2 
of vengeance of our God; to comfort all that mourn ; 

To appoint unto them that mourn in Zion, to give unto them 3 
beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, the garment of 
praise for the spirit of heaviness ; that they might be called 
trees of righteousness, the planting of the Lord, that he might 
be glorified. 

uch.iviii. 12. And they shall build the old wastes, they shall raise up the 4 
former desolations, and they shall repair the waste cities, the 
desolations of many generations. 

And strangers shall stand and feed your flocks, and the sons 5 
of the alien shall he your plowmen and your vinedressers. 

But ye shall be named the Priests of the Lord : men shall 6 
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call you the Ministers of our God ; ye shall eat the riches of A.c. 710 
the Gentiles, and in their glory shall ye boast yourselves. , to 609. 

7 For your shame ye shall have double ; and for confusion they 
shall rejoice in their portion: therefore in their land they shall 
possess the double : everlasting joy shall be unto them. 

8 For I the Lord love judgment, 1 hate robbery for burnt 
offering ; and I will direct their work in truth, and I wdll make 
an everlasting covenant with them. 

9 And their seed shall be known among the Gentiles, and their 
offspring among the people: all that see them shall acknow- 
ledge them, that they are the seed which the Lord hath 
blessed. 


10 I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my soul shall be joyful in 
my God; for he hath clothed me with the garments of salva- 
tion, he hath covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a 
bridegroom * decketli himself with ornaments, and as a bride 
adorneth herself with her jewels. 

11 For as the earth bringeth forth her bud, and as the garden 
causeth the things that are sown in it to spring forth; so the 
Lord God will cause righteousness and praise to spring forth 
before all the nations. 


X Heb. deck- 
ethas a priest. 


ISAIAH LXII. 


1 The fervent desire of the prophet to confirm the church in God's promises. 5 The office 
of the ministers ( unto which they are incited) in preaching the Gospel, 10 and preparing 
the people thereto. 

1 For Zion’s sake will I not hold my peace, and for Jerusa- 
lem’s sake I will not rest, until the righteousness thereof go 
forth as brightness, and the salvation thereof as a lamp that 
burneth. 

2 And the Gentiles shall see thy righteousness, and all kings 
thy glory : and thou shalt be called by a new name, which the 
mouth of the Lord shall name. 

3 Thou shalt also be a crown of glory in the hand of the Lord, 
and a royal diadem in the hand of thy God. 

4 yThou shalt no more be termed Forsaken; neither shall thy ] 
land any more be termed Desolate : but thou shalt be called 

^ Hephzi-bah, and thy land ® Beulah: for the Lord delighteth ^ 
in thee, and thy land shall be married. \ 

5 For a young man marrieth a virgin, so shall thy sons \ 

marry thee: and ^ as the bridegroom rejoiceth over the bride, ] 
so shall thy God rejoice over thee. i 

6 I have set watchmen upon thy walls, O Jerusalem, which 
shall never hold their peace day nor night : ® ye that make 
mention of the Lord, keep not silence. 

7 And give him no ^ rest, till he establish, and till he make 
Jerusalem a praise in the earth. 

8 The Lord hath sworn by his right hand, and by the arm of 

z 2 


y Hos. i. 10 
1 Pet. ii. 10. 

z That is, 

My delight 
is »» her. 
a That is, 
Married. 
b Heb. with 
the joy of the 
bridegroom. 


c Or, ye that 
are the 
lord's re- 
membrancers. 
d Heb.«/e»ce. 
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A.c. 710 
to 699. 


e Heb. If I 


f ch. x\. 3. & 
IvU. 14. 


his strength, ^ Surely I will no more give thy corn to be meat 
for thine enemies; and the sons of the stranger shall not drink 
thy wine, for the which thou hast laboured*: 

But they that have gathered it shall eat it, and praise the 9 
Lord ; and they that have brought it together shall drink it in 
the courts of my holiness. 

Go through, go through the gates ; ^ prepare ye the way of 10 
the people ; cast up, cast up the highway ; gather out the 
stones ; lift up a standard for the people. 

Behold, the Lord hath proclaimed unto the end of the world, 11 
gZech.ix.9. g Say ye to the daughter of Zion, Behold, thy salvation com- 
John xii 15. eth ; behold, his reward h with him, and his ^ work before 
him. 

And they shall call them. The holy people, The redeemed 12 
of the Lord : and thou shalt be called, Sought out, A city not 
forsaken. 


h ch. xl. 10. 
i Or, reconi- 
pence. 


ISAIAH LXIII 


k Rev.xix.l3. 


1 Christ sheweth who he 2 what his tnctorij over his evemies, ^ and what his mercy 
toward his church. \0 In his just wrath he rememhereth his free mercy. 15 The 
church in their prayer, 17 and complaint, profess their faith. 

Who is this that cometh from Edom, with dyed garments i 
j Heb. fj-Qm Bozrah ? this that 75 ^glorious in his apparel, travelling in 
the greatness of his strength ? I that speak in righteousness, 
mighty to save. 

Wherefore ^ art thou red in thine apparel, and thy garments 2 
like him that treadeth in the winefat ? 

I have trodden the winepress alone ; and of the people there 3 
was none with me : for I will tread them in mine anger, and 
trample them in my tury ; and their blood shall be sprinkled 
upon my garments, and I will stain all my raiment. 

For the May of vengeance is in mine heart, and the year of 4 
my redeemed is come. 

And I looked, and there teas none to help ; and I wondered 5 
that there was none to uphold: therefore mine own arm brought 
salvation unto me ; and my fury, it upheld me. 

And I will tread down the people in mine anger, and make 6 
them drunk in my fury, and I will bring down their strength 
to the earth. 

I will mention the lovingkindnesses of the Lord, and the 7 
praises of the Lord, according to all that the Lord hath be- 
stowed on us, and the great goodness toward the house of 
Israel, which he hath bestowed on them according to his mer- 
cies, and according to the multitude of his lovingkindnesses. 

For he said, Surely they are my people, children that will 8 
not lie : so he was their Saviour. 

Ill all their affliction he was afflicted, and the angel of his 9 
’ presence saved them : "in his love and in his pity he redeemed 


Ich. xxxiv. S, 


m cb. lix. Ifi. 


n Dcut, vii. 7, 
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them ; and he bare them, and carried them all the days of 
old. 

10 But they ® rebelled, and vexed his holy Spirit : therefore he 
was turned to be their enemy, and he fought against them. 

11 Then he remembered the days of old, Moses, and his peo- 
ple, saying^ Where is he that p brought them up out of the sea 
with the ^shepherd of his flock? where is he that put his holy 
Spirit within him ? 

12 That led them by the right hand of Moses with his glorious 
arm, ^ dividing the water before them, to make himself an 
everlasting name ? 

13 That led them through the deep, as an horse in the wilder- 
ness, that they should not stumble ? 

14 As a beast goeth down into the valley, the Spirit of the 
Lord caused him to rest: so didst thou lead thy people, to 
make thyself a glorious name. 

15 ^ Look down from heaven, and behold from the habitation of 
thy holiness and of thy glory : where is thy zeal and thy 
strength, ^ the sounding of thy bowels and of thy mercies to- 
ward me ? are they restrained? 

16 Doubtless thou art our father, though Abraham be ignorant 
of us, and Israel acknowledge us not: thou, O Lord, art our 
father, ^ our redeemer ; thy name is from everlasting. 

17 O Lord, why hast thou made us to err from thy ways, and 
hardened our heart from thy fear ? Return for thy servants’ 
sake, the tribes of thine inheritance. 

18 The people of thy holiness have possessed it but a little 
while : our adversaries have trodden down thy sanctuary. 

19 We are thine; thou never barest rule over them; ^ they 
were not called by thy name. 


A.c. 710 
to 699. 

o Ex. XV. 24. 
Num.xiv. 11. 
Ps. Ixxviii. 
56. & xcv. 9. 

p Ex. xiv. 30. 

q Or, shep- 
herdt, as Ps. 
Ixxvii. 20. 

r Ex. xiv. 21. 
Josh. ill. 16. 


s Deut. xxvi. 
15. 


t Or. the mul- 
tUude. 


u Or, our re 
deemcr from 
everlasting ig 
thy name. 


X Ot, thy name 
was not called 
upon them. 


ISAIAH LXIV. 

1 The church pray eth for the illustration of God's pouter. 5 Celebrating Cod' s mercy, 
it maketh confession of their natural corruptions. 9 It complaineth of their affliction. 

1 Oh that thou w'ouldest rend the heavens, that thou wouldest 
come down, that the mountains might flow down at thy 
presence, 

2 As when ^ the melting fire burneth, the fire causeth the 
waters to boil, to make thy name known to thine adversaries, 
that the nations may tremble at thy presence ! 

3 When thou didst terrible things which we looked not for, 
thou earnest down, the mountains flowed down at thy presence. 

4 For since the beginning of the world ^nien have not heard, 
nor perceived by the ear, neither hath the eye ^seen, O God, 
beside thee, what he hath prepared for him that waiteth for him. thee, which 

5 Thou meetest him that rejoiceth and worketh righteousness, 
those that remember thee in thy ways : behold, thou art wroth ; 
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we have sinned : in those is continuance, and we shall be 
saved. 

But we are all as an unclean tiling^ and all our righteous- 6 
nesses are as filthy rags; and we all do fade as a leaf; and our 
iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away. 

And there is none that calleth upon thy name, that stirretli 7 
up himself to take hold of thee; for thou hast hid thy face from 
US, and hast ^consumed us, ^because of our iniquities. 

c Heb, by the ’ t i /* i ^ i i 

hand: 2 L&joh liut ROW, U LoRD, thou art our lather; we are the clay, 8 
^ and thou our potter ; and we all are the work of thy hand, 

d Ps. ixxix. 8. gg jjQj. y^j.y Q LoRD, neither remember 9 

iniquity for ever: behold, see, we beseech thee, we are all 
thy people. 

Thy holy cities are a wilderness, Zion is a wilderness, Jeru- 10 
Salem a desolation. 

Our holy and our beautiful house, where our fathers praised 1 1 
thee, is burned up with fire : and all our pleasant things are 
laid waste. 

Wilt thou refrain thyself for these things^ O Lord ? wilt 12 
thou hold thy peace, and afflict us very sore ? 

ISAIAH LXV. 

1 The calling of the Gentiles. 2 The JewSj for their incredulity, idolatry, and hypo- 

crisy, are rejected. 8 A remnant shall be saved. 1 1 Judgments on the wicked, and 

blessings on the godly. 17 The blessed state of the new Jerusalem. 

X 2 o’ ^ ^ souglit of them that asked not for me ; I am found of i 

Epii.ii.12,13. them that sought me not : I said, Behold me, behold me, unto a 
nation that was not called by my name. 

I have spread out my hands all the day unto a rebellious 2 
people, which walketh in a way that was not good, after their 
own thoughts; 

A people that provoketh me to anger continually to my 3 
face; that sacrificeth in gardens, and burneth incense ^ upon 
altars of brick ; 

Which remain among the graves, and lodge in the monuments, 4 
eOi, pieces, which eat swine’s flesh, and ^ broth of abominable things is in 
their vessels ; 

Which say, Stand by thyself, come not near to me ; for I am 5 
h Or, anyer. holier than thou. These are a smoke in my ^ nose, a fire that 
burneth all the day. 

Behold, it is written before me : I will not keep silence, but 6 
will recompense, even recompense into their bosom. 

Your iniquities, and the iniquities of your fathers together, 7 
saith the Lord, which have burned incense upon the moun- 
tains, and blasphemed me upon the hills ; therefore will I mea- 
sure their former work into their bosom. 

Thus saith the Lord, As the new wine is found in the clus- 8 
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ter, and one saith, Destroy it not ; for a blessing is in it : so A.C. 710 
will I do for my servants’ sakes, that I may not destroy them . , 

all. 

9 And I will bring forth a seed out of Jacob, and out of Judah 
an inheritor of my mountains : and mine elect shall inherit it, 
and my servants shall dwell there. 

10 And Sharon shall be a fold of flocks, and the valley of 
Achor a place for the herds to lie down in, for my people that 
have sought me. 

1 1 But ye are they that forsake the Lord, that forget my holy 
mountain, that prepare a table for that ^ troop, and that furnish ‘ 

the drink offering unto that j number. j or, ueni. 

12 Therefore v/ill I number you to the sword, and ye shall all 
bow down to the slaughter : ^ because when I called, ye did not 
answer; when I spake, ye did not hear; but did evil before 
mine eyes, and did choose that wherein I delighted not. 

13 Therefore thus saith the Lord God, Behold, my servants 
shall eat, but ye shall be hungry : behold, my servants shall 
drink, but ye shall be thirsty : behold, my servants shall rejoice, 
but ye shall be ashamed : 

14 Behold, my servants shall sing for joy of heart, but ye shall 
cry for sorrow of heart, and shall howl for Wexation of spirit. 

15 And ye shall leave your name for a curse unto my chosen : 
for the Lord God shall slay thee, and call his servants by 
another name : 

16 That he who blesseth himself in the earth shall bless himself in 
the God of truth ; and he that sweareth in the eartli shall swear 
by the God of truth ; because the former troubles are forgotten, 
and because they are hid from mine eyes. 

17 For, behold, I create new heavens and a new earth: and 

the former shall not be remembered, nor “come into mind. iiev xxi. i. 

1 1 1 1 • » /* • 7 1 • 1 T lltib. come 

18 But be ye glad and rejoice tor ever in that whicli 1 create: upomuc 
for, behold, I create Jerusalem a rejoicing, and her people a 

19 And I will rejoice in Jerusalem, and joy in my people : and 

the “voice of weeping shall be no more heard in her, nor the o Rev. xxi. 4. 
voice of crying. 

20 There shall be no more thence an infant of days,. nor an old 
man that hath not filled his days : for the child shall die an hun- 
dred years old ; but the sinner heing an hundred years old shall 
be accursed. 

21 And they shall build houses, and inhabit them ; and they shall 
plant vineyards, and eat the fruit of them. 

22 They shall not build, and another inhabit ; they shall not plant, 
and another eat : for as the days of a tree are the days of my 
people, and mine elects shall long enjoy the work of their 51 

continue long, 

llcUUiS. ... or. shall wear 

23 They shall not labour in vain, nor bring forth for trouble ; 
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A.c. 710 for they are the seed of the blessed of the Lord, and their off- 
spring \yith them. 

q Ps. xxxii. 5. And it shall come to pass, that ^ before they call, I will answer ; 24 
and while they are yet speaking, I will hear, 
rch. xi.6, 7 . The ^ wolf and the lamb shall feed together, and the lion 25 
shall eat straw like the bullock : and dust shall he the serpent’s 
meat. They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain, 
saith the Lord. 


ISAIAH LXVI. 

1 The glorious God unit he served in humhle sincerity. 5 He comforteth the humble 
with the marvellous generation, 10 and with the gracious benefits of the church. 
15 God's severe judgments against the wicked. 19 The Gentiles shall have an holy 
church, 24 and see the damnation of the wicked. 

27 vi‘ Thus saith the Lord, ® The heaven is my throne, and the l 
18 .’ Acts^a!’ earth is my footstool : where is the house that ye build unto 
49. &XVII. 24. where is the place of my rest ? 

For all those things hath mine hand made, and all those things 2 
have been, saith the Lord: but to this man wdll I look, even to 
him that is poor and of a contrite spirit, and trembleth at my 
word. 

He that killeth an ox is as if he slew a man ; he that sacri- 3 
t Or, kid. ficeth a ^ lamb, as z/'hc cut off a dog’s neck ; he that ofFereth an 
uHeb.»rjaA<f/A oblatiou, as if he offered blood ; he that ^ burnetii incense, 

as 7/ lie blessed an idol, lea, they have chosen their own 
ways, and their soul delighteth in their abominations. 

X Or, devices. J ^Iso will choose tlioir ^delusions, and will bring their fears 4 
y Prov- 24. upon them ; ^ because when I called, none did answer ; when I 
jer.Vu*. is! spake, they did not hear: but they did evil before mine eyes, 
and chose that in which I delighted not. 

Hear the word of the Lord, ye that tremble at his word; 5 
Your brethren that hated you, that cast you out for my name’s 
zch.v. 19. z Lord be glorified : but he shall appear to 

your joy, and they shall be ashamed. 

A voice of noise from the city, a voice from the temple, a 6 
voice of the Lord that rendereth recompence to his enemies. 

' Before she travailed, she brought forth ; before her pain 7 
came, she was delivered of a man-child. 

Who hath heard such a thing ? who hath seen such things ? 8 
Shall the earth be made to bring forth in one day ? or shall a 
nation be born at once ? for as soon as Zion travailed, she 
brought forth her children. 

& Or, beget. Shall I bring to the birth, and not ^ cause to bring forth ? 9 
saith the Lord: shall I cause to bring forth, and snut the 
womb ? saith thy God. 

Rejoice ye with Jerusalem, and be glad with her, all ye that lo 
love her : rejoice for joy with her, all ye that mourn for her : 

That ye may suck, and be satisfied with the breasts of hem 
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12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 


consolations ; that ye may milk out, and be delighted with the A.C. '710 
^abundance of her glory. 

For thus saith the Lord, Behold, I will extend peace to her ^ot,bright- 
like a river, and the glory of the Gentiles like a flowing stream : 
then shall ye suck, ye shall be borne upon her sides, and be 
dandled upon her knees. 

As one whom his mother comforteth, so will I comfort you ; 
and ye shall be comforted in Jerusalem. 

And when ye see this^ your heart shall rejoice, and your bones 
shall flourish like an herb : and the hand of the Lord shall be 
known toward his servants, and his indignation toward his ene- 
mies. 

For, behold, the Lord will come with fire, and wdth his 
chariots like a whirlwind, to render his anger with fury, and his 
rebuke with flames of fire. 


For by fire and by his sword will the Lord plead with all 
flesh : and the slain of the Lord shall be many. 

They that sanctify themselves, and purify themselves in the 
gardens ^behind one treem the midst, eating swine’s flesh, d or, one a/- 
and the abomination, and the mouse, shall be consumed to- 
gether, saith the Lord. 

For I A/zow; their works and their thouglits : it shall come, that 
I will gather all nations and tongues ; and they shall come, and 
see my glory. 

And I will set a sign among them, and I will send those that 
escape of them unto the nations, to Tarshish, Pul, and Lud, 
that draw the bow, to Tubal, and Javan, to the isles afar off, that 
have not heard my fame, neither have seen my glory ; and they 
shall declare my glory among the Gentiles. 

And they shall bring all your brethren for an offering unto 
the Lord out of all nations upon horses, and in chariots, and in 
® litters, and upon mules, and upon swift beasts, to my holy e or, coac/iM, 
mountain Jerusalem, saith the Lord, as the children of Israel 
bring an offering in a clean vessel into the house of the Lord. 

And I will also take of them for ^priests and for Levites, saith 
the Lord. 1 Pet. u.i. 

For as ^ the new heavens and the new earth, which I will gchiiiv. 17. 
make, shall remain before me, saith the Lord, so shall your seed Y’ 

and your name remain. 

And it shall come to pass, that ^from one new moon to ^ Heb.^/rom 
another, and from one sabbath to another, shall all flesh come to hia new moon f 


worship before me, saith the Lord. 


and from tab- 
bath to hit 


And they shall go forth, and look upon the carcases of the ^a**®^** 
men that have transgressed against me: for their ^worm shall iMarkix.44, 
not die, neither shall their fire be quenched ; and they shall be 


an abhorring unto all flesh. 
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§ 29. The Death of Hezekiah. 

2 CHRONICLES XXXII. VER. 27? TO THE END. 

A.C. 699. And Hezekiah had exceeding much riches and honour: and 27 
' ^ he made himself treasuries for silver, and for ^old, and for 

precious stones, and for spices, and for shields, and for all man- 
of ^ plcasaut jewels; storehouses also for the increase of 28 
sire. corn, and wine, and oil ; and stalls for all manner of beasts, 

and cotes for flocks. Moreover he provided him cities, and 29 
possessions of flocks and herds in abundance : for God had 
given him substance very much. This same Hezekiah also 30 
stopped the upper watercourse of Gihon, and brought it straight 
down to the west side of the city of David. And Hezekiah 
prospered in all his works. 

hUeh. inter- Howbeit iu the business of the ^ambassadors of the princes 3 1 
^2 Khi. XX. of Babylon, who ^ sent unto him to enquire of the wonder that 
12 . Is, xxxix. jjj land, God left him, to try him, that he might 

know all that was in his heart. 

699. Now the rest of the acts of Hezekiah, and his ^ goodness, 32 
neS!!’ behold, they are written in the vision of Isaiah the prophet, 

the son of Amoz, and in the book of the kings of Judah and 
Israel. And Hezekiah slept with his fathers, and they buried 33 
e Or, highest, him in the ‘^chiefest of the sepulchres of the sons of David: 

and all Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem did him honour 
at his death. And Manasseh his son reigned in his stead. 

2 CHRONICLES XXIX. VER. 1, 2. 

f 2 Kill, xviii. Hezekiah ^ began to reign when he was five and twenty years old, and he reigned 1 
nine and twenty years in Jerusalem. And his mother’s name was Abijah, the 
daughter of Zechariah. And he did that which was right in the sight of the Lord, 2 
according to all that David his father had done. 


ISAIAH XXXVI. 


I Sennacherib invadeth Judah. 4 Rah.shakeh, sent by Sennacherib, by blasphemous 
persuasions soliciieth the people to revolt. 22 Ilis words are told to Hezekiah. 


g2 Kin. xviii. 
J3. 2 Chr. 
xxxii. 1. 


h Or, secre- 
tary. 


Now Kit came to pass in the fourteenth year of king Hezekiah, that Sennacherib 
king of Assyria came up against all the defenced cities of Judah, and took them. 
And the king of Assyria sent Rabshakeh from Lachish to Jerusalem unto king 
Hezekiah with a great army. And he stood by the conduit of the upper pool in 
the highway of the fuller’s field. Then came forth unto him Eliakim, Hilkiah’s 
son, which was over the house, and Shebna the ^scribe, and Joah, Asaph’s son, 
the recorder. 

And Rabshakeh said unto them. Say ye now to Hezekiah, Thus saith the great 


king, the king of Assyria, What confidence is this wherein thou trustest ? I say, 
i Heb. a word sayest thou, (but they are but ^ vain word.';) j I have counsel and strength for war • 
yOr^liut whom dost thou trust, that thou rebellest against me ? Lo, thou truste.st 

counsel and ^ staff of this broken reed, on Egypt; whereon if a man lean, it will go 

strength are into his hand, and pierce it : so is Pharaoh king of Egypt to all that trust in him. 
for the war. Rut if thou say to me, We trust in the Loud our God: is it not he, whose high 
kEzek. XXIX. pieces and whose altars Hezekiah hath taken away, and said to Judah and to Jeru- 
\Or, hostages, saiem. Ye shall worship before this altar? Now therefore give ^ pledges, I pray 
thee, to my master the king of Assyria, and I will give thee two thousand horses, 
if thou be able on thy part to set riders upon them. How then wilt thou turn 
away the face of one captain of the least of my master’s servants, and put thy trust 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 
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10 on Egypt for chariots and for horsemen ? And am I now come up without the 
Lord against this land to destroy it? the Lord said unto me, Go up against this 
land, and destroy it. 

11 Then said Eliakim and Shebna and Joah unto Rabshakeh, Speak, I pray thee, 
unto thy servants in the Syrian language ; for we understand it : and speak not to 
us in the Jews' language, in the ears of the people that are on the wall. 

12 But Rabshakeh said. Hath my master sent me to thy master and to thee to 
speak these words ? hath he not sent me to the men that sit upon the wall, that 

13 they may eat their own dung, and drink their own piss with you ? Then Rab- 
shakeh stood, and cried with a loud voice in the Jews’ language, and said. Hear ye 

14 the words of the great king, the king of Assyria. Thus saith the king, Let not 

15 Hezekiah deceive you: for he shall not be able to deliver you. Neither let Heze- 
kiah make you trust in the Lord, saying, The Lord will surely deliver us : this 

16 city shall not be delivered into the hand of the king of Assyria. Hearken not to 

Hezekiah : for thus saith the king of Assyria, Make an agreement with me hy Or, Seekmy 

a present, and come out to me : and eat ye every one of his vine, and every one of 

17 his fig tree, and drink ye every one the waters of his own cistern ; until I come n ijeb. Make 
and take you away to a land like your own land, a land of corn and wine, a land w*//* me a 

18 of bread and vineyards. Beware lest Hezekiah persuade you, saying. The Lord *^^’***"i/- 
will deliver us. Hath any of the gods of the nations delivered his land out of the 

19 hand of the king of Assyria ? Where are the gods of Hamath and Arphad ? where 
are the gods of Sepharvaim ? and have they delivered Samaria out of my 

20 hand? Who are they among all the gods of these lands, that have delivered their 
land out of my hand, that the Lord should deliver Jerusalem out of my hand ? 

21 But they held their peace, and answered him not a word : for the king's com- 
mandment was, saying, Answer him not. 

22 Then came Eliakim, the son of Hilkiah, that was over the houshold, and Shebna 
the scribe, and Joah, the son of Asaph, the recorder, to Hezekiah with their clothes 
rent,!knd told him the words of Rabshakeh. 

ISAIAH XXXVII. 

I Hezekiah mourning sendeth to Isaiah to pray for them. 6 Isaiah comforteth them, 

8 Sennacherib, going to encounter Tirhakah, sendeth a blasphemous letter to Ileze- 
kiah. 14 Hezekiah’ s prayer. 21 Isaiah’ s prophecy of the pride and destruction of 
Sennacherib, and the good of Zion. 36 An angel slayeth the Assyrians. 37 Sen- 
nacherib is slain at Nineveh by his own sons. 

1 And ” it came to pass, when king Hezekiah heard it, that he rent his clothes, o 2 Kin xix. 

2 and covered himself with sackcloth, and went into the house of the Lord. And L 
he sent Eliakim, who was over the houshold, and Shebna the scribe, and the elders 
of the priests covered with sackcloth, unto Isaiah the prophet the son of Amoz. 

3 And they said unto him. Thus saith Hezekiah, This day is a day of trouble, and of 
rebuke, and of P blasphemy : for the children are come to the birth, and there is p Or, pruvo- 

4 not strength to bring forth. It may be the Lord thy God will hear the words of 
Rabshakeh, whom the king of Assyria his master hath sent to reproach the living 
God, and will reprove the words which the Lord thy God hath heard ; wherefore 

5 lift up thy prayer for the remnant that is <1 left. So the servants of king Hezekiah q lleh. found. 
came to Isaiah. 

6 And Isaiah said unto them. Thus shall ye say unto your master. Thus saith the 
Lord, Be not afraid of the words that thou hast heard, wherewith the servants of 

7 the king of Assyria have blasphemed me. Behold, 1 will ^send a blast upon him, r Or, put a 

and he shall hear a rumour, and return to his own land ; and I will cause him to spirit into 
fall by the sword in his own land. ^***''’ 

8 So Rabshakeh returned, and found the king of Assyria warring against Libnah : 

9 for he had heard that he was departed from Lachish. And he heard say concern- 
ing Tirhakah king of Ethiopia, He is come forth to make war with thee. And 

10 when he heard it, he sent messengers to Hezekiah, saying, Thus shall ye speak 
to Hezekiah king of Judah, saying, Let not thy God, in whom thou trustest, 
deceive thee, saying, Jerusalem shall not be given into the hand of the king of 

II Assyria. Behold, thou hast heard what the kings of Assyria have done to all 

12 lands by destroying them utterly ; and shalt thou be delivered ? Have the gods of 
the nations delivered them which my fathers have destroyed, as Gozan, and Haran, 

13 and Rezeph, and the children of Eden which M;cre in Telassar? Where is the 

5 
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king of Hamath, and the king of Arphad, and the king of the city of Sepharvaim, 
Hena, and Ivah ? 

And Hezekiah received the letter from the hand of the messengers, and read 14 
it ; and Hezekiah went up unto the house of the Lord, and spread it before the 
Lord. And Hezekiah prayed unto the Lord, saying, O Lord of hosts, God 15, 16 
of Israel, that dwellest between the cherubims, thou art the God, even thou alone, 
of all the kingdoms of the earth : thou hast made heaven and earth. Incline thine 17 
ear, O Lord, and hear ; open thine eyes, O Lord, and see : and hear all the words 
of Sennacherib, which hath sent to reproach the living God. Of a tfuth, Lord, 18 
sHeb. the kings of Assyria have laid waste all the 8 nations, and their countries, and 18 

t Heb. have ^casi their gods into the fire : for they were no gods, but the work of men’s 

hands, wood and stone: therefore they have destroyed them. Now therefore, O 20 
Lord our God, save us from his hand, that all the kingdoms of the earth may 
know that thou art the Lord, even thou only. 

Then Isaiah the son of Amoz sent unto Hezekiah, saying, Thus saith the Lord 21 
God of Israel, Whereas thou hast prayed to me against Sennacherib king of Assy- 
ria : This is the word which the Lord hath spoken concerning him; The virgin, 22 
the daughter of Zion, hath despised thee, and laughed thee to scorn ; the daughter 
of Jerusalem hath shaken her head at thee. Whom hast thou reproached and 23 
blasphemed ? and against whom hast thou exalted thy voice, and lifted up thine 
ulleh. By the eyes on high? even against the Holy One of Israel. ^ By thy servants hast thou 24 
handofihy reproached the Lord, and hast said, By the multitude of my chariots am I come 
up to the height of the mountains, to the sides of Lebanon ; and I will cut down 
X Heb. //ttf X the tall cedars thereof, and the choice fir trees thereof: and I will enter into the 
c^daralhlreof border, a7id V the forest of his Carmel. I have digged, and drunk 25 

and the choice water ; and with the sole of my feet have I dried up all the rivers of the ^ besieged 
of the fir trees places. ® Hast thou not heard long ago, how I have done it ; and of ancient times, 26 
^^‘^Or^the forest ^ formed it? now have I brought it to pass, that thou shouldest be to 
\,nl'his fruit- waste defenced cities into ruinous heaps. Therefore th(ir iiihabitants were 27 
ful. field. ^ of small power, they were dismayed and confounded : they were as the grass of 

z Or, fenced the field, and as the green herb, as the grass on the housetops, and as corn blasted 

Vor^^Hast grown up, But I know thy c abode, and thy going out, and thy 28 

thou not heard coming in, and thy rage against me. Because thy rage against me, and thy tumult, 29 
how 1 have is come up into mine ears, therefore will I put my hook in thy nose, and my bridle 

in thy lips, and 1 will turn thee back by the way by which thou earnest. And this 30 
funned it of ^ thee, Ye shall eat this year such as groweth of itself ; and the 

ancient times? second year that which springeth of the same : and in the third year sow ye, 
should I now and reap, and plant vineyards, and eat the fruit thereof. And dthe remnant 31 

laUlwasle^^ escaped of the house of Judah shall again take root downward, and bear 

jxnd defenced upward : for out of Jerusalem shall go forth a remnant, and they that escape 32 

ct7»>s to be out of mount Zion: the zeal of the Lord of hosts’ shall do this. Therefore thus 33 


ruinous 
heaps ? 
b Heb. short 
of hand. 
c Or, sitting. 
d Heb. the es- 
caping of the 
house of Ju- 
dah that re- 
maineth. 
e Heb. the 
escaping, 
f 2 Kin. xix. 
31. ck- ix. 7. 
gHeb. shield. 
h 2 Kin. XX. 6. 
i 2 Kin. xix. 


saith the Lord concerning the king of Assyria, ^ He shall not come into this 
city, nor shoot an arrow there, nor come before it with K shields, nor cast a bank 
against it. By the way that he came, by the same shall he return, and shall not 34 
come into this city, saith the Lord. For I will h defend this city to save it for 35 
mine own sake, and for my servant David’s sake. Then the ^ angel of the Lord 36 
went forth, and smote in the camp of the Assyrians a hundred and fourscore and 
five thousand : and when they arose early in the morning, behold, they were all 
dead corpses. 

So Sennacherib king of Assyria departed, and went and returned, and dwelt at 37 
Nineveh. And it came to pass, as he was worshipping in the house of Nisroch his 38 
god, that Adrammelech and Sharezer his sons smote him with the sword ; and 
they escaped into the land of j Armenia: and Esar-haddon his son reigned in his 
stead. 


jHeb.Ararat. ISAIAH XXXVlii. VER. 1 — 8. 

1 Hezekiah, having received a message of death, by prayer hath his life lengthened. 
8 The sun goeth ten degrees backward, for a sign of that promise. 

i. 2Cbr. ^^ k those days was Hezekiah sick unto death. And Isaiah the prophet the son 1 

xxxii. 24. of Amoz came unto him, and said unto him, Thus saith the Lord, 1 Set thine 

house in order : for thou shall die, and not live. Then Hezekiah turned his 2 
eerning°thy toward the wall, and prayed unto the Lord, and said, Remember now, O 3 

kouse.^ Lord, I beseech thee, how I have walked before thee in truth and with a perfect 
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heart, and have done that which is good in thy sight And Hezekiah wept 
sore. 

4, 6 Then came the word of the Lord to Isaiah, saying. Go, and say to Hezekiah, 
Thus saith the Lord, the God of David thy father, I have heard thy prayer, I 

6 have seen thy tears : behold, I will add unto thy days fifteen years. And I will 
deliver thee and this city out of the hand of the king of Assyria : and I will 

7 defend this city. And this shall be a sign unto thee from the Lord, that the 

8 Lord will do this thing that he hath spoken ; Behold, I will bring again the sha- 
dow of the degrees, which is gone down in the ^ sun dial of Ahaz, ten degrees 
backward. So the sun returned ten degrees, by which degrees it was gone down. 

ISAIAH XXXVIII. VER. 21, 22. 

21 For Isaiah had said, Let them take a lump of figs, and lay it for a plaister 

22 upon the boil, and he shall recover. Hezekiah also had said. What is the sign 
that 1 shall go up to the house of the Lord ? 

ISAIAH XXXIX. 

1 Merodach-haladan, sending to visit Hezekiah because of the wonder, hath notice of his 
treasures. 3 Isaiah, understanding thereof foretelleth the Babylonian captivity. 

1 At that time Merodach-baladan, the son of Baladan, king of Babylon, « sent 
letters and a present to Hezekiah : for he had heard that he had been sick, and 

2 was recovered. And Hezekiah was glad of them, and shewed them the house 
of his P precious things, the silver, and the gold, and the spices, and the precious 
ointment, and all the house of his armour, and all that was found in his trea- 
sures : there was nothing in his house, nor in all his dominion, that Hezekiah 
shewed them not. 

3 Then came Isaiah the prophet unto king Hezekiah, and said unto him, What 
said these men? and from whence came they unto thee? And Hezekiah said, 

4 They are come from a far country unto me, even from Babylon. Then said he. 
What have they seen in thine house? And Hezekiah answered. All that is in 
mine house have they seen : there is nothing among my treasures that I have not 
shewed them. Then said Isaiah to Hezekiah, Hear the word of the Lord of 

6* hosts : Behold, the days come, that all that is in thine house, and that which thy 
fathers have laid up in store until this day, shall be carried to Babylon : nothing 

7 shall be left, saith the Lord. And of thy sons that shall issue from thee, which 
thou shalt beget, shall they take away; and s they shall he eunuchs in the palace 

8 of the king of Babylon. Then said Hezekiah to Isaiah, Good is the word of the 
Lord which thou hast spoken. He said moreover. For there shall be peace and 
truth in my days. 


2 KINGS XX. VER. 20, 21. 

20 And the rest of the acts of Hezekiah, and all his might, and how he made a 
pool, and a conduit, and brought w'ater into the city, are they not written in the 

21 book of the chronicles of the kings of Judah ? And Hezekiah slept with his 
fathers : and Manasseh his son reigned in his stead. 


PART XIII. 

PORTION II. 

Events in the Kingdom of Israel^ contemporary with the Reign of 
Hezekiah^ King of Judah. 

§ 1. Reign of Hoshea king of Israel continued — Shalmaneser invades the 
Dominions of Hoshea. 

2 KINGS XVII. VER. 3, 4. 

3 Against him came up Shalmaneser king of Assyria; and 

4 Hoshea became his servant, and ^gave him ^presents. And 
the king of Assyria found conspiracy in Hoshea ; for he had 


m Heb. with 
great weeping. 


n Yicb.degreet 
by, or, with 
the sun. 


0 2 Kin. XX. 
12, &c. 


p Or, spicery. 
q Or, jewels. 
r Heb. vessels 
or instru- 
ments. 


s Fulfilled, 
Dan. i. 2, 3. 7. 


A. C. About 
725. 

a Heb. ren- 
dered. 

b Or, tribute. 
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A.c. About sent messengers to So king of Egypt, and brought no present 

V ^ ; to the king of Assyria, as he had done year by year : therefore 

the king of Assyria shut him up, and bound him in prison. 

§ 2. Hosea predicts the Captivity of the Ten Tribes, and exhorts the 
People to Repentance . 

HOSEA VII. 

1 A reproof of manifold sins* 1 1 God* s wrath against them for their hypocrisy. 

When I would have healed Israel, then the iniquity of 3 
KVieh. evils. Ephraim was discovered, and the ^wickedness of Samaria : for 
they commit falsehood ; and the thief cometh in, and the troop 
of robbers ^spoileth without. 

c Heb. say And they consider not in their hearts that I remember all 2 
not to. their wickedness: now their own doings have beset them about; 
they are before my face. 

They make the king glad with their wickedness, and the 3 
princes with their lies. 

They are all adulterers, as an oven heated by the baker, 4 
^ox^therais-^ who cGasetli ® from raising after he hath kneaded the dough, 
rot/rrr- until it be leavened. 

Tox'^wiih king the princes have made him, sick ^with 5 

heat through bottlcs of wiiie ; lie stretched out his hand with scorners. 

%or, applied. For they have ^’'made ready their heart like an oven, whiles 6 
they lie in wait : their baker sleepeth all the night ; in the 
morning it burnetii as a flaming fire. 

They are all hot as an oven, and have devoured their judges; 7 
all their kings are flillen : there is none among them that calleth 
unto me. 

Ephraim, he hath mixed himself among the people; Ephraim s 
is a cake not turned. 


These chapters must have been delivered before the ten tribes were taken captive, as the 
prophet not only denounces vengeance against them, but constantly addresses them as a nation 
still in existence — they must likewise have been spoken after Hoshea, king of Israel, had revolted 
from Assyria, and entered into treaty with So, king of Egypt, 2 Kings xvii. 4, because the prophet 
alludes to this circumstance in chap. vii. II. and xii. 1. The alliance with Egypt was formed in 
725. Shalmaneser immediately afterwards led his army against Samaria, which place, after a siege 
of three years, was taken ; and Ephraim, as a nation, destroyed in 721, A.C. 

Hosea, in one continued strain of invective, declaims in these chapters against the sins of Israel, 
exposes the spiritual whoredoms of those who worshipped the vain idols erected at Beth-el and 
Beth-aven, chap. viii. 5. chap. x. 5, calling on Judah to shun pollutions so offensive to Jehovah. 
He denounces vengeance on Ephraim for their application to Egypt, against which they had been 
so often warned. He foretells the punishment of Judah, and the demolition of its cities, chap. viii. 
14, and their future restoration, chap. xiv. 4. 8, the calling of our Saviour out of Egypt, chap. xi. 
1, the terrors of the last judgment figuratively represented in the impending destruction of Sama- 
ria, chap. X. 8. He animates the people, amidst these denunciations of wrath, to cultivate right- 
eousness and mercy, in the expectation of the blessings of the Lord, chap. x. 12, and in the 
assurances of a final ransom from the powers of the grave, and of a redemption from death, to be 
vanquished and destroyed, chap. xiii. 14. His work may be considered as a noble exordium against 
those general olFences which the prophets who succeeded him more particularly detailed ; as well 
as a diffuse revelation of those judgments which were afterwards more minutely described. — Grey’s 
Key, p. 427* — Ligbtfoot’s Chronicle in loc. 
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9 Strangers have devoured his strength, and he knoweth zYA.c. About 

not : yea, grey hairs are ^ here and there upon him, yet he v , 

knoweth not. 

10 And the 'pride of Israel testifieth to his face: and they i 4 'v. 5. 
do not return to the Lord their God, nor seek him for all this. 

11 Ephraim also is like a silly dove without heart: they call to 
Egypt, they go to Assyria. 

12 When they shall go, I will spread my net upon them; I will 
bring them down as the fowls of the heaven ; I will chastise 
them, as their congregation hath heard. 

13 Woe unto them ! for they have fled from me : ^destruction k iieb. 
unto them! because they have transgressed against me: though 

I have redeemed them, yet they have spoken lies against me. 

14 And they have not cried unto me with their heart, when 
they howled upon their beds : they assemble themselves for 
corn and wine, ajid they rebel against me. 

15 Though 1 ^ have bound and strengthened their arms, yet do 
they imagine mischief against me. 

iG They return, hut not to the most High : they are like a 
deceitful bow : their princes shall fall by the sword for the 
'''rage of their tongue: this shall he their derision in the land mi’s. ixxm. 
of Egypt. 


HOSEA VIlI. 

1. 12 Destruction is threatened for their impiety, 5 and idolatry. 

1 Set the trumpet to thy mouth. He shall come as an eagle 
against the house of the Lord, because they have transgressed mouth. 
my covenant, and trespassed against my law. 

2 Israel shall cry unto me. My God, we know thee. 

3 Israel hath cast oft* the thing that is good : the enemy shall 
pursue him. 

4 They have set up kings, but not by me : they have made 
princes, and I knew it not: of their silver and their gold have 
they made them idols, they they may be cut off. 

5 Thy calf, O Samaria, hath cast tliee off; mine anger is 
kindled against them; how long will it he ere they attain to 
innocency ? 

6 For from Israel tca.s it also: the workman made it; there- 
fore it is not God ; but the calf of Samaria shall be broken in 
pieces. 

7 For they have sown the wind, and they shall reap the whirl- 
wind : it hath no ° stalk : the bud shall yield no meal ; if so be 9 or, ttand- 
it yield, the strangers shall swallow it up. 

8 Israel is swallowed up : now shall they be among the Gentiles 
as a vessel wherein is no pleasure. 

9 For they are gone up to Assyria, a wild ass alone by himself : 

Ephraim hath hired i* lovers. p Heb. loves. 
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A.C. About Yea, though they have hired among the nations, now will I lo 

s , gather them, and they shall ^ sorrow a little for the burden of 

q Or, begin, (he king of piinces. 

Because Ephraim hath made many altars to sin, altars shall ii 
be unto him to sin. 

I have written to him the great things of my law, hut they 12 
were counted as a strange thing. 

l^riflcVof ^They sacrifice flesh for the sacrifices of mine oflFerings, 13 
mine offerings eat it; the LoRD acccpteth them not; now will he 
they, ^0. remember their iniquity, and visit their sins : they shall return 
to Egypt. 

For Israel hath forgotten his Maker, and buildeth temples ; 14 
and Judah hath multiplied fenced cities ; but I will send a fire 
upon his cities, and it shall devour the palaces thereof. 

IIOSEA IX. 

The distress and captivity of Israel for their sins and idolatry. 

Rejoice not, O Israel, for joy, as o/fAer people : for thou hast 1 
t gone a whoring from thy God, thou hast loved a ‘^reward ^ upon 

every cornfloor. 

\xOT,winefai. The floor and tlie "winepress shall not feed them, and the 2 
new wine shall fail in her. 

&xVj^”’Not They shall not dwell in the Lord^s land; ^ but Ephraim 3 
into Egypt it- shall rctum to Egypt, and they shall eat unclean thinqs in 

self, but into a • r ^ J J 

another bon> ASSyiia. 

as tha^t ^ wme offerimj.^ to the Lord, neither shall 4 

they be pleasing unto him : their sacrifices shall he unto them 
as the bread of mourners; all that eat thereof shall be polluted: 
for their bread for their soul shall not come into the house of 
the Lord. 

What will ye do in the solemn day, and in the day of the 5 
feast of the Lord ? 

yHeb.jpot/. For, lo, they are gone because of ^ destruction : Egypt shall 6 
® Or, leather them up, Memphis shall bury them: ^ ^ the pleasant 
desired, the places for their silver, nettles shall possess them : thorns shall 
a Heb.tli In their tabernacles. 

desire. visitation are come, the days of recompence are 7 

bHeb.wan comc ; Israel shall know it : the prophet is a fool, ^the spiritual 
0 / the spirit. mad, for the multitude of thine iniquity, and the great 

hatred. 

The watchman of Ephraim ivas with my God : hut the pro- 8 
e Or, against, phet IS a snare of a fowler in all his ways, and hatred ‘^in the 
nouse of his God. 

They have deeply corrupted themselves^ as in the days of 9 
p Judges xix. ^ Gibeah : therefore he will remember their iniquity, he will 
visit their sins. 

I found Israel like grapes in the wilderness ; I saw your 10 


K Jer.xliv.l7. 
t Or, in, fyc. 

u Or, wine fat. 


xch. viii. 13. 
& xi. 5. Not 
into Egypt it- 
self, but into 
another bon- 
dage as bad 
as that. 


y Heb. spoil. 

7 . Or, their 
silver shall be 
desired, the 
nettle, 8fc. 
a Heb. the 
desire. 

b Heb. man 
of ihs spirit. 


c Or, against. 


p Judges xix. 
22 . 
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fathers as the firstripe in the fig tree at her first time : hut they a. c. About 
went to ® Baal-peor, and separated themselves unto that shame; > , 

and their abominations were according as they loved. e Num. xxv. 

As for Ephraim, their glory shall fly away like a bird, from 
the birth, and from the womb, and from the conception. 

Though they bring up their children, yet will I bereave them, 
that there shall not he a man left : yea, woe also to them when 
I depart from them ! 

Ephraim, as I saw Tyrus, is planted in a pleasant place : 
but Ephraim shall bring forth his children to the murderer. 

Give them, O Lord: what wilt thou give? give them a 
^ miscarrying womb and dry breasts. f iieb. that 

All their wickedness ^ is in Gilgal : for there I hated them : fruit 
for the wickedness of their doings I will drive them out 
mine house, I will love them no more : all their princes are 
revolters. 

Ephraim is smitten, their root is dried up, they shall bear no 
fruit: yea, though they bring forth, yet will I slay even ^ t]ie 
beloved fruit of their womb. 

My God will cast them away, because they did not hearken 
unto him : and they shall be wanderers among the nations. 


HOSEA X. 

Israel is reproved and threatened for their impiety and idolatry. 

Israel is ' an empty vine, he bringeth forth fruit unto himself : 
according to the multitude of his fruit he hath increased the 
altars ; according to the goodness of his land they have made 
goodly ^ images. 

* Their heart is divided ; now shall they be found faulty : he 
shall ^ break down their altars, he shall spoil their images. 

For now they shall say. We have no king, because we feared 
not the Lord ; what then should a king do to us? 

They have spoken words, swearing falsely in making a cove- 
nant : thus judgment springeth up as hemlock in the furrows of 
the field. 

The inhabitants of Samaria shall fear because of the calves of 
Beth-aven: for the people thereof shall mourn over it, and 
^ the priests thereof that rejoiced on it, for the glory thereof, 
because it is departed from it. 

It shall be also carried unto Assyria for a present to ® king 
Jareb : Ephraim shall receive shame, and Israel shall be 
ashamed of his own counsel. 

As for Samaria, her king is cut off as the foam upon p the 
water. 

The high places also of Aven, the sin of Israel, shall be de- 
stroyed : the thorn and the thistle shall come up on their altars ; 
^ and they shall say to the mountains, Cover us ; and to the hills, 
Fall on us. 

VOL. II. 


i Or, a vine 
emptying the 
fruit which it 
giveth, 

k Heb. sta- 
tues, or stand- 
ing images. 

I Or, He hath 
divided their 
heart. 
m Heb. be- 
head. 


n Or, Chema • 
rim. 

o ch. V. 13. 


p Heb. the 
face of the 
water. 


q Is. ii. 19. 
Luke xxiii. 
30. Rev. Vi. 
16. & ix. 6. 


A a 
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A.C. About 
725. 


r Or, when 
I shall bind 
them for their 
two transgres- 
sions, or, in 
their two ha- 
bitations. 

8 Heb. the 
beauty of her 
neck. 

t Jer. iv. 3. 


11 2 Kin. 
xvili. 34. t 
xix. 13. 


X Heb. the 
evil oj your 
evil. 


O Israel, thou hast sinned from the days of Gibeah : there 9 
they stood ; the battle in Gibeah against the children of iniquity 
did not overtake them. 

It is in my desire that I should chastise them ; and the peo- lO 
pie shall be gathered against them, ^ when they shall bind them- 
selves in their two furrows. 

And Ephraim is as an heifer that is taught, and loveth toil 
tread out the corn ; but I passed over upon ® her fair neck : I 
will make Ephraim to ride ; Judah shall plow, and Jacob shall 
break his clods. 

Sow to yourselves in righteousness, reap in mercy; ^ break 12 
up your fallow ground : for it is time to seek the Lord, till he 
come and rain righteousness upon you. 

Ye have plowed wickedness, ye have reaped iniquity; ye 13 
have eaten the fruit of lies : because thou didst trust in thy way, 
in the multitude of thy mighty men. 

Therefore shall a tumult arise among thy people, and all thy 14 
fortresses shall be spoiled, as Slialman spoiled Beth-arbel in 
the day of battle : the mother was dashed in pieces upon her 
children. 

So shall Beth-el do unto you because of * your great 15 
wickedness : in a morning shall the king of Israel utterly be 
cut off. 


HOSE A XI. 


1 The ingratitude of Israel unto God for his benefits. 

toward them. 


5 His jtidgment. 8 God's mercy 


y Matt. ii. J5. When Israel was a child, then I loved him, and ^ called my i 
son out of Egypt. 

As they called them, so they went from them : they sacrificed 2 
unto Baalim, and burned incense to graven images. 

I taught Ephraim also to go, taking them by their arms ; 3 
but they knew not that I healed them. 

I drew them with cords of a man, with bands of love : and I 4 
zUtb.uftup. was to them as they that take ^ofF the yoke on their jaws, and 
I laid meat unto them. 

He shall not return into the land of Egypt, but the Assyrian 5 
shall be his king, because they refused to return. 

Theyblcame sword shall abide on his cities, and shall consume 6 

t^rij^taries to his branches, and devour them^ because of their own counsels. 

And my people are bent to* backsliding from me : though 7 
they called them to the most High, ^ none at all would exalt 
him. 

How shall I give thee up, Ephraim ? how shall I deliver 8 
thee, Israel ? how shall I make thee as ^ Admah ? how shall I 
set thee as Zeboira ? mine heart is turned within me, my re- 
pentings are kindled together. 


Salmanasser. 

a Heb. toge- 
ther they ex- 
alted not. 


b Gen. xlx. 
24. Amos iv. 
11 . 
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9 I will not execute the fierceness of mine anger, I will not A.c. About 
return to destroy Ephraim : for I am God, and not man ; the v . 

Holy One in the midst of thee : and I will not enter into the 
city. 

10 They shall walk after the Lord : he shall roar like a lion : 
when he shall roar, then the children shall tremble from the 
west. 

11 They shall tremble as a bird out of Egypt, and as a dove out 
of the land of Assyria : and I will place them in their houses, 
saith the Lord. 

12 Ephraim compasseth me about with lies, and the house of 
Israel with deceit : but Judah yet ruleth with God, and is faith- 
ful ' with the saints. 


HOSEA XII. 

I reproof of Ephraim^ Judah^ and Jacob. 3 By former favours he exhorteth to repen- 

tance. 7 Ephraim^ s sins provoke God. 

1 Ephraim feedeth on wind, and followeth after the east wind : 
he daily increaseth lies and desolation; and they do make a 
covenant with the Assyrians, and oil is carried into Egypt. 

2 The Lord hath also a controversy with Judah, and will 
‘^punish Jacob according to his ways; according to his doings rtHcb.mr/ 
will he recompense him. ^ 

3 He took his brother ® by the heel in the womb, and by his 

strength he bad power with God: fiieb. awa 

4 Yea, he had power over the angel, and prevailed: he wept, haved himself 

and made supplication unto him : he found him in Beth-el, p'Gen! xxxii. 
and there he spake with us ; hctvn xxxv 

5 Even the Lord God of hosts ; the Lord is his 'memorial. 9, 10. ’ 

6 Therefore turn thou to thy God : keep mercy and judgment, ^ 
and wait on thy God continually. 

7 He is ^a merchant, the balances of deceit are in his hand: kor, Canaan. 

he loveth to ^ oppress. 1 Or. deceive. 

8 And Ephraim said. Yet I am become rich, I have found me 

out substance : ^ in all mv labours they shall find none iniquity “ or, aii my 

. « . * *' i J labours svJUce 

in me " that were sin. mcno/. he 

9 And I that am the Lord thy God from the land of Egypt oy 

will yet make thee to dwell in tabernacles, as in the days of the iniquity in 
solemn feasts. nHeb.taAicA. 

10 I have also spoken by the prophets, and I have multiplied 
visions, and used similitudes, ®by the ministry of the prophets, 

II Is there iniquity in Gilead? surely they are vanity: they 

sacrifice bullocks in p Gilgal ; yea, their altars are as heaps in p iv. 15 . 
the furrows of the field. ^ 

12 And Jacob fled into the country of Syria, and Israel ‘iserved 
for a wife, and for a wife he kept sheep, 

13 And by a prophet the Lord brought Israel out of Egypt, 
and by a prophet was he preserved. 

A a 2 
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726 . 


Ephraim provoked him to anger ® most bitterly : therefore 14 
^ shall he leave his ^ blood upon him, and his reproach shall his 


B Uebwith Lord return unto him. 

bitternesses. 
t Heb. bloods. 


u Heb. they 
add to si7i. 


X Or, the sa- 
crifices of 
men. 


y Is. xliii. 1 1. 
uh. xii. 9. 


HOSEA XIII. 


I Ephraim's glory f by reason of idolatry, vanisheth, 6 God's anger for their unkind- 
ness, 9 A promise of Go^s mercy. 15 A judgment for rebellion. 

When Ephraim spake trembling, he exalted himself in Israel; l 
but when he offended in Baal, he died. 

And now ^ they sin more and more, and have made them 2 
molten images of their silver, and idols according to their own 
understanding, all of it the work of the craftsmen : they say of 
them. Let ^ the men that sacrifice kiss the calves. 

Therefore they shall be as the morning cloud, and as the 3 
early dew that passeth away, as the chaff that is driven with 
the whirlwind out of the floor, and as the smoke out of the 
chimney. 

Yet y I am the Lord thy God from the land of Egypt, and 4 
thou shalt know no god but me : for there is no saviour beside 


a Heb. the 
beast of the 
field. 

b Heb. in thy 
help. 

c Rather, 
Where is thy 
king? King' 
Hoshea being 
then in pri- 
son, 2 Kin. 
xvii. 4. 
d 1 Sam. viii, 
5, &c. & XV. 
23. & xvi. 1. 


f Heb. the 
hand. 

g 1 Cor. XV. 
54,55. 


h Ezek. xix. 
12 . 


I did know thee in the wilderness, in the land of ^ great 5 
drought. 

According to their pasture, so were they filled ; they were 6 
filled, and their heart was exalted ; therefore have they forgot- 
ten me. 

Therefore 1 will be unto them as a lion : as a leopard by the 7 
way will I observe them : 

I will meet them as a bear that is bereaved of her whelps^ 8 
and will rend the caul of their heart, and there will I devour 
them like a lion : ^ the wild beast shall tear them. 

0 Israel, thou hast destroyed thyself ; but in me ^ is thine 9 
help. 

® I will be thy king : where is any other that may save thee lo 
in all thy cities ? and thy judges of whom thou saidst. Give me 
a king and princes ? 

^ 1 gave thee a king in mine anger, and took him away in 1 1 
my wrath. 

The iniquity of Ephraim is bound up ; his sin is hid. 12 

The sorrows of a travailing woman shall come upon him: he 13 
is an unwise son ; for he should not stay ® long in the place of 
the breaking forth of children. 

1 will ransom them from ^the power of the grave; I will 14 
redeem them from death : ^ O death, I will be thv plagues; O 
grave, I will be thy destruction : repentance shall be hid from 
mine eyes. 

Though he be fruitful among his brethren, ^ an east wind 15 
shall come, the wind of the Lord shall come up from the wil- 
derness, and his spring shall become dry, and his fountain 
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shall be dried up: he shall spoil the treasure of all ^pleasant A.c. About 

vessels. v , 

16 Samaria shall become desolate ; for she hath rebelled against 
her God : they shall fall by the sword : their infants shall be ^ 
dashed in pieces, and their women with child shall be ripped 
up. 


HOSEA XIV. 

1 An exhortation to repentance, 4 A promise of GocTs blessing, 

1 O Israel, return unto the Lord thy God; for thou hast 
fallen by thine iniquity. 

2 Take with you words, and turn to the Lord : say unto him. 

Take away all iniquity, and ^receive us graciously: so will we \iOr,give 
render the ^ calves of our lips. fueb.xiii.is. 

3 Asshur shall not save us ; we will not ride upon horses : 
neither will we say any more to the work of our hands, Ye are 
our gods : for in thee the fatherless findeth mercy. 

4 I wall heal their backsliding, I will love them freely : for 
mine anger is turned away from him. 

5 I will be as the dew unto Israel : he shall “grow as the lily, 

and ^ cast forth his roots as Lebanon. nHeb. 

6 His branches ^ shall spread, and his beauty shall be . as the 
olive tree, and his smell as Lebanon. 

7 They that dwell under his shadow shall return ; they shall 
revive as the corn, and Pgrow as the vine: the ‘i scent thereof 

shall he as the wine of Lebanon. s or, memo- 

8 Ephraim shall say^ What have I to do any more with idols ? 

I have heard hiin^ and observed him : I am like a green fir tree. 

From me is thy fruit found. 

9 Who is wise, and he shall understand these things ? prudent, 
and he shall know them ? for the ways of the Lord are right, 
and the just shall walk in them : but the transgressors shall fall 
therein. 

§ 3. Reign of Hoshea continued — Captivity of the Ten Tribes, 

2 KINGS XVII. VER. 5 — 23. 

5 Then the king of Assyria came up throughout all the land, 723. 
and went up to Samaria, and besieged it three years. 

6 ^ In the ninth year of Hoshea the king of Assyria took Sa- 

maria, and carried Israel away into Assyria, and placed them 11. Hos.xiii. 
in Halah and in Habor hy the river of Gozan, and in the cities 

7 of the Medes. For so it was, that the children of Israel had 
sinned against the Lord their God, which had brought them 
up out of the land of Egypt, from under the hand of Pharaoh 

8 king of Egypt, and had feared other gods, and walked in the 
statutes of the heathen, whom the Lord cast out from before 
the children of Israel, and of the kings of Israel, which they 

9 had made. And the children of Israel did secretly those things 
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A.c. 721. that M?cre not right against the Lord their God, and they built 
^ them high places in all their cities, from the tower of the watch- 
men to the fenced city. And they set them up ^images and lo 
groves in every high hill, and under every green tree : and 1 1 
there they burnt incense in all the high places, as did the 
heathen whom the Lord carried away before them ; and 
wrought wicked things to provoke the Lord to anger : for 12 
cDeut.iv.i9. Served idols, whereof the Lord had said unto them, ® Ye 

shall not do this thing. Yet the Lord testified against Israel, 13 
and against Judah, ^ by all the prophets, and by all the seers, 
ejenxviii. sayiiig, ® Tum ye from your evil ways, and keep my com- 
& xxxv^^is mandments and my statutes, according to all the law which I 
commanded your fathers, and which 1 sent to you by my ser- 
vants the prophets. Notwithstanding they would not hear, 14 
f Dcut. xxxi. f hardened their necks, like to the neck of their fathers, 

that did not believe in the Lord their God. And they re- 15 
jected his statutes, and his covenant that he made with their 
fathers, and his testimonies which he testified against them ; 
and they followed vanity, and became vain, and went after the 
heathen that were round about them, concerning whom the 
Lord had charged them, that they should not do like them. 
And they left all the commandments of the Lord their God, 16 
f and ^ made them molten images, even two calves, and made a 

28 . grove, and worshipped all the host of heaven, and served Baal. 

And they caused their sons and their daughters to pass through 17 
the fire, and used divination and enchantments, and sold them- 
selves to do evil in the sight of the Lord, to provoke him to 
anger. Therefore the Lord was very angry with Israel, and 18 
removed them out of his sight : there was none left but the 
tribe of Judah only. Also Judah kept not the commandments 19 
of the Lord their God, but walked in the statutes of Israel 
which they made. And the Lord rejected all the seed of 20 

Israel, and afflicted them, and delivered them into the hand of 

spoilers, until he had cast them out of his sight. For he rent 21 

Israel from the house of David ; and they made Jeroboam the 
son of Nebat king : and Jeroboam drave Israel from following 
the Lord, and made them sin a great sin. For the children 22 
of Israel walked in all the sins of Jeroboam which he did ; they 
departed not from them; until the Lord removed Israel out 23 
of his sight, as he had said by all his servants the prophets. So 
was Israel carried away out of their own land to Assyria unto 
this day. 


2 KINGS XVIII. VER. 9 — 12. 


723. 

h ch. xvii. 3. 


721 . 


And it came to pass in the fourth year of king Hezekiah, 9 
which was the seventh year of Hoshea son of Elah king of 
Israel, that Shalmaneser king of Assyria came up against 
Samaria, and besieged it. And at the end of three years they 10 
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took it : even in the sixth year of Hezekiah, that is ^ the ninth A.c. 721 . 

1 1 year of Hoshea king of Israel, Samaria was taken. And the i cu. xvii. e. 
King of Assyria did carry away Israel unto Assyria, and put 

them in Halah and in Habor by the river of Gozan, and in the 

12 cities of the Medes: because they obeyed not the voice of the 
Lord their God, but transgressed his covenant, and all that 
Moses the servant of the Lord commanded, and would not 
hear them^ nor do them. 


PART XIV. 

Reign of Manasseh^ 55 Years — From 698 to 643. 

PORTION I. 

§ 1. Idolatry of Manasseh. 

2 KINGS XXI. VER. 1 16. 

1 Manasseh ^ teas twelve years old when he began to reign, 698 . 
and reigned fifty and five years in Jerusalem. Ana his mother’s xxxu^ i.&c. 

2 name was Hephzi-bah. And he did that which was evil in the 
sight of the Lord, after the abominations of the heathen, whom 

3 the Lord cast out before the children of Israel. For he built 

up again the high places ^ which Hezekiah his father had de-^ i>ch.xviii. 4 . 
stroyed ; and he reared up altars for Baal, and made a grove, 
as did Ahab king of Israel ; and worshipped all the host of 

4 heaven, and served tliem. And ®he built altars in the house of 

the Lord, of which the Lord said, ^In Jerusalem will I put ^^2 sam. vn. 

5 my name. And he built altars for all the host of heaven in the 

6 two courts of the house of the Lord. And he made his son 
pass through the fire, and observed times, and used enchant- 
ments, and dealt with familiar spirits and wizards : he wrought 
much wickedness in the sight of the Lord, to provoke him to 

7 anger. And he set a graven image of the grove that he had 
made in the house, of which the Lord said to David, and to 
Solomon his son, ® In this house, and in Jerusalem, which I eiKin.viii. 
have chosen out of all tribes of Israel, will I put my name for ch. xxiii. 2*7. 

8 ever : Neither will I make the feet of Israel move any more 
out of the land which I gave their fathers ; only if they will 
observe to do according to all that I have commanded them, 
and according to all the law that my servant Moses commanded 

9 them. But they hearkened not : and Manasseh seduced them 
to do more evil than did the nations whom the Lord destroyed 
before the children of Israel. 

10 And the Lord spake by his servants the prophets, saying, 

11 ^Because Manasseh king of Judah hath done these abomina- f Jer. xv. 4. 
tions, and hath done wickedly above all that the Amorites did, 
which were before him, and hath made Judah also to sin with 

12 his idols: Therefore thus saith the Lord God of Israel, Be- 
hold, I am bringing such evil upon Jerusalem and Judah, that 
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A.c. 698 . whosoever heareth of it, both ^his ears shall tingle. And I is 
Sain, iii." will stretch over Jerusalem the line of Samaria, and the plum- 
met of the house of Ahab: and I will wipe Jerusalem as a 
m^eil'and wipeth a dish, ^ wiping lY, and turning if upside down. 

turneth it And I will forsake the remnant of mine inheritance, and deliver 14 
them into the hand of their enemies; and they shall become a 
prey and a spoil to all their enemies; because they have done 15 
that which was evil in my sight, and have provoked me to anger, 
since the day their fathers came forth out of Egypt, even unto 
this day. Moreover Manasseh shed innocent blood very much, 16 
filled Jerusalem ^ from one end to another ; beside 
mouth. his sin wherewith he made Judah to sin, in doing that which 
teas evil in the sight of the Lord. 

§ 2. Isaiah* s Prophecy of the Captivity of Shebna. 

ISAIAH XXII. VER. 15, TO THE END. 

Thus saitli the Lord God of hosts. Go, get thee unto 15 
this treasurer, even unto Shebna, which is over the house, and 
say 


On the death of Hezekiah, idolatry was re-established in Judah (2 Kings xxi.) His son 
Manasseh, who succeeded him, being now only twelve years of age, its revival must be imputed 
rather to those who held the offices of government, than to the king himself. The first part of 
this chapter of Isaiah foretells the invasion of Jerusalem by the Assyrians under Sennacherib, or 
by the Chaldeans under Nebuchadnezzar. The latter part of it predicts the destruction of Shebna, 
and seems to have so little reference to the former, that, from its internal evidence, I have been 
induced to separate it, and to give it this place. Vitringa and Bishop Lowth are of opinion, that 
the Shebna here mentioned is not the same as Shebna the scribe, spoken of in the history of Heze- 
kiah’s reign. As we only read of one person of eminence of the name of Shebna in the account 
of the events of this king’s life, there does not appear sufficient grounds for the adoption of this 
supposition. In ver. 15. we find that Shebna the scribe was now over the house ; it is most pro- 
bable, therefore, from the sequel, that he was the cause of Eliakini’s having been dismissed from 
that station. Eliakim was actually treasurer at the time of Sennacherib’s invasion, and, from the 
prophet’s description, (ver. 21.) he must have been a servant of the true God, and as such employed 
by Hezekiah ; we have therefore reason to conjecture he lost his situation as treasurer since the 
accession of Manasseh. Shebna, in succeeding to this office, in all probability was the chief pro- 
moter of the re-establishment of idolatry : his great pride and vanity are displayed in his anxiety 
to have his sepulchre on high, in a lofty vault, that it might be more conspicuous ; a custom pre- 
valent in the East among persons of exalted rank. While he was rioting in all the excess of luxury, 
devoting himself to false gods, and making “a habitation in a rock,” I have supposed that Isaiah 
predicts his downfall. It is not possible to imagine that this prophet could have been a silent 
spectator of the present revival of idolatry ; and it is by many conjectured that the severe and 
forcible language in which he denounces the ruin of Shebna, was the principal cause of the cruel 
death soon after inflicted on him. Shebna was taken captive with Manasseh to Babylon, and when 
the Lord brought that king again to Jerusalem, and “ he took away the strange gods, and com- 
manded Judah to serve the Lord God of Israel,” (2 Chron. xxxiii. 15, 16.) he recalled Eliakim, 
and literally fulfilled the prediction of the prophet, by making him again the treasurer of his 
faoushold ; “ I will clothe him with thy robe, and strengthen him with thy girdle,” (ver. 21.) 

Eliakim is supposed to have been of the pontifical family, and to have been high priest at the 
time of Manasseh ; and the same who is mentioned by the name of Joakim or Eliakim, as high 
priest in the history of Judith. Eliakim and Joakim have both the same signification in the 
Hebrew tongue, and are used promiscuously. It is likewise conjectured, that Eliakim was the 
Hilkiah mentioned as high priest in the reign of Josiah. I have inserted this as the last of 
Isaiah’s prophecies, considering it as the probable cause of his death. There was a very ancient 
and general tradition among the Jews, that this prophet was sawn asunder during the reign of 
Manasseh, (2 Kings xxi. 16.) and that his death is alluded to in Hebrews xi. 37* Urvamoth, 
fol, 49. 2. it ig thus written ; “ Manasseh slew Isaiah ; for he commanded that he should be slain 
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16 What hast thou here? and whom hast thou here, that thou A.c. 698. 
hast hewed thee out a sepulchre here, ^ as he that heweth him iTorio 
out a sepulchre on high, and that graveth an habitation for him- 
self in a rock ? 

17 Behold, ^ the Lord will carry thee away with °a mierhty ^ 

captivity, and will surely cover thee. covered thee 

18 He will surely violently turn and toss thee like a ball into i 
large country: there shalt thou die, and there the chariots of 

thy glory shall he the shame of thy lord’s house. ly, than sure- 

19 And I will drive thee from thy station, and from thy state 

shall he pull thee down. captivity of a 

20 And it shall come to pass in that day, that I will call my ^ Heb. large 

servant Eliakim the son of Hilkiah : of spaces. 

21 And I will clothe him with thy robe, and strengthen him 
with thy girdle, and I will commit thy government into his 
hand : and he shall be a father to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, 
and to the house of Judah. 

22 And the key of the house of David will I lay upon his 
shoulder; so he shall ®open, and none shall shut; and he shall 
shut, and none shall open. 

23 And I will fasten him as a nail in a sure place ; and he shall 
be for a glorious throne to his father’s house. 

24 And they shall hang upon him all the glory of his father’s 
house, the offspring and the issue, all vessels of small quantity, 
from the vessels of cups, even to all the ^ vessels of flagons. 

25 In that day, saith the Lord of hosts, shall the nail that is 
fastened in the sure place be removed, and be cut down, and 
fall : and the burden that was upon it shall be cut off : for the 
Lord hath spoken it. 

§ 3. Captivity and Death of Manasseh. 

2 CHRONICLES XXXIII. VER. 11 — 20. 

11 Wherefore the Lord brought upon them the captains of the 676. 
host ^ of the king of Assyria, which took Manasseh among the * 
thorns, and bound him with ^ fetters, and carried him to hinges. 

12 Babylon. And when he was in affliction, he besought ^ 

Lord his God, and humbled himself greatly before the God of 

13 his fathers, and prayed unto him : and he was intreated of him, 
and heard his supplication, and brought him again to Jerusalem 
into his kingdom. Then Manasseh knew that the Lord he 

14 was God. Now after this he built a wall without the city of 
David, on the west side of Gihon, in the valley, even to the 
entering in at the fish gate, and compassed about ® Ophel, and c or, the 
raised it up to a very great height, and put captains of war in 


with a wooden saw. They then brought the saw, and cut him in two ; and when the sword reached 
his mouth, his soul fled forth.” St. Jerom and others mention the same thing, and among the Jews 
the tradition is indubitable. — Prideaux, Connection, vol. i. p. 40. — Whitby and Dr. Adam Clarke on 
Hebrews xi. 37* — Fragments of Calmct, 210. 
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A.c. 676. all the fenced cities of Judah, And he took away the strange 15 
gods, and the idol out of the house of the Lord, and all the 
altars that he had built in the mount of the house of the Lord, 
and in Jerusalem, and cast them out of the city. And he re- J 6 
paired the altar of the Lord, and sacrificed thereon peace offer- 
ings and thank offerings, and commanded Judah to serve the 
Lord God of Israel. Nevertheless the people did sacrifice 17 
still in the high places, yet unto the Lord their God only. 

Now the rest of the acts of Manasseh, and his prayer unto 18 
his God, and the words of the seers that spake to him in the 
name of the Lord God of Israel, behold, they are icritten in 
the book of the kings of Israel. His prayer also, and how God 19 
was intreated of him, and all his sins, and his trespass, and the 
places wherein he built high places, and set up groves and 
graven images, before he was humbled : behold, they are 
d Or, Hoaau written among the sayings of ^ the seers. 

So Manasseh slept with his fathers, and they buried him in 20 
his own house : and Amon his son reigned in his stead. 

2 KINGS XXI. VER. 1/, 18. 

Now the rest of the acts of Manasseh, and all that he did, 17 
and his sin that he sinned, are they not written in the book of 
e 2 9 ir. the chronicles of the kings of Judah? And ® Manasseh slept 18 
• with his fathers, and was buried in the garden of his own 
house, in the garden of Uzza : and Amon his son reigned in 
his stead. 


2 CHRONICLES XXXIII. VER. 1 — 10. 


f2Kin, xxi. Manasseh ^wa$ twelve years old when he began to reign, and he reigned fifty 1 
and five years in Jerusalem ; but did that which was evil in the sight of the Lord, 2 
g Deut. xviii. like unto the 8 abominations of the heathen, whom the Lord had cast out before 
the children of Israel. 


hHeb. Acre- For h he built again the high places which Hezekiah his father had 1 broken 3 
down, and he reared up altars for Baalim, and made groves, and worshipped all the 
i 2 Kin. kost of heaven, and served them. Also he built altars in the house of the Lord, 4 

xviii. 4 . whereof the Lord had said, kin Jerusalem shall my name be for ever. And he 5 

kuilt altars for all the host of heaven in the two courts of the house of the Lord. 
viii. 29 & ix ke caused his children to pass through the fire in the valley of the son of Hin- 6 

3. ch. vi. 6. nom ; also he observed times, and used enchantments, and used witchcraft, and 
& vii. 16 . dealt with a familiar spirit, and with wizards : he wrought much evil in the sight 

of the Lord, to provoke him to anger. And he set a carved image, the idol which 7 
he had made, in the house of God, of which God had said to David and to Solomon 
1 cxxxii. gQn, In 1 this house, and in Jerusalem, which I have chosen before all the tribes 

in 2Sam. vii. Israel, will I put my name for ever, Neither will I any more remove the 8 

10. foot of Israel from out of the land which I have appointed for your fathers ; so 

that they will take heed to do all that I have commanded them, according to the 
whole law and the statutes and the ordinances by the hand of Moses. So Manas** 9 
seh made Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem to err, and to do worse than the 
heathen, whom the Lord had destroyed before the children of Israel. And the 10 
Lord spake to Manasseh, and to his people : but they would not hearken. 
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PART XIV. 

PORTION II. 

State of the Provinces formerly possessed hy the Ten Tribes^ during 
the lleign of Manasseh. 

2 KINGS XVII. VER. 24, TO THE END. 

24 And the king of Assyria brought men from Babylon, and a.c. 678. 
from Cuthah, and from ^ Ava, and from Hamath, and from 
Sepharvaim, and placed them in the cities of Samaria instead of 84, ivah. 
the children of Israel : and they possessed Samaria, and dwelt 

25 in the cities thereof. And so it was at the beginning of their 
dwelling there, that they feared not the Lord: therefore the 
Lord sent lions among them, which slew some of them. 

26 Wherefore they spake to the king of Assyria, saying. The 
nations which thou hast removed, and placed in the cities of 
Samaria, know not the manner of the God of the land : there- 
fore he hath sent lions among them, and, behold, they slay 
them, because they know not the manner of the God of the 

27 land. Then the king of Assyria commanded, saying, Carry 
thither one of the priests whom ye brought from thence ; and 
let them go and dwell there, and let him teach them the man- 

28 ner of the God of the land. Then one of the priests whom 
they had carried away from Samaria came and dwelt in Beth-el, 

29 and taught them how they should fear the Lord. Howbeit 
every nation made gods of their own, and put them in the 
houses of the high places which the Samaritans had made, 

30 every nation in their cities wherein they dwelt. And the men 
of Babylon made Succoth-benoth, and the men of Cuth made 

31 Nergal, and the men of Hamath made Ashima, and the Avites 
made Nibhaz and Tartak, and the Sepharvites burnt their 
children in fire to Adrammelech and Anammelech, the gods of 

32 Sepharvaim. So they feared the Lord, and made unto them- 
selves of the lowest of them priests of the high places, which 

33 sacrificed for them in the houses of the high places. ^ They ^ zeph. i. 5. 
feared the Lord, and served their own gods, after the manner 

34 of the nations whom they carried away from thence. Unto 

this day they do after the former manners : they fear not the away from 
Lord, neither do they after their statutes, or after their ordi- 
nances, or after the law and commandment which the Lord 
commanded the children of Jacob, ^ whom he named Israel ; 28^f Kin^xi!’ 

35 with whom the Lord had made a covenant, and charged them, 3i. 
saying, *^Ye shall not fear other gods, nor bow yourselves to 

36 them, nor serve them, nor sacrifice to them : but the Lord, 
who brought you up out of the land of Egypt with great power 
and a stretched out arm, him shall ye fear, and him shall ye 

37 worship, and to him shall ye do sacrifice. And the statutes. 
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A.C. 678. and the ordinances, and the law, and the commandment, which 
' he wrote for you, ye shall observe to do for evermore ; and ye 
shall not fear other gods. And the covenant that I have made 38 
with you ye shall not forget; neither shall ye fear other gods. 
But the Lord your God ye shall fear ; and he shall deliver you 39 
out of the hand of all your enemies. Howbeit they did not 40 
hearken, but they did after their former manner. So these 41 
nations feared the Lord, and served their graven images, both 
their children, and their children’s children : as did their fathers, 
so do they unto this day. 


PART XV. 


Reign of Amon^ 2 Years — From 643 to 641. 

2 KINGS XXI. VER. 19, TO THE END. 

643. Amon icas twenty and two years old when he began to reign, 19 
and he reigned two years in Jerusalem. And his mother’s 
name was Meshullemeth, the daughter of Hariiz of Jotbah. 
And he did that ivhich was evil in the sight of the Lord, as 20 
his father Manasseh did. And he walked in all the way that 21 
his father walked in, and served the idols that his father served, 
and worshipped them : and he forsook the Lord God of his 22 
fathers, and walked not in the way of the Lord. 

641. And the servants of Amon conspired against him, and slew 23 
the king in his own house. And the people of the land slew 24 
all them that had conspired against king Amon ; and the peo- 
ple of the land made Josiah his son king in his stead. Now 25 
the rest of the acts of Amon which he did, are they not written 
in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Judah? And he 26 
aMatt. i. JO, was buried in his sepulchre in the j^'arden of Uzza: and ^Josiah 

called i . . i • i 1 . i ” 

his son reigned in Ins stead. 


2 CHRONICLES XXXIII. VER. 21, TO THE END. 

b 2 Kin. xxi. b Amon was two and twenty years old when he began to reign, and reigned two 21 
19, &c. years in Jerusalem. But he did that which was evil in the sight of the Lord, as 22 
did Manasseh his father: for Amon sacrificed unto all the carved images which 
Manasseh his father had made, and served them ; and humbled not himself before 23 
cHeb. the LoRD, as Manasseh his father had humbled himself; but Amon c trespassed 

plied trespass, more and more. And his servants conspired against him, and slew him in his own 24 
house. 

But the people of the land slew all them that had conspired against king Amon ; 25 
and the people of the land made Josiah his son king in his stead. 


PART XVI. 

Reign of Josiah^ 31 Years — From 641 610. 

§ 1. Josiah removes Idolatry, 

2 KINGS XXII. VER. 1, 2. 

Josiah ^was eight years old when he began to rei^n, and he i 
reigned thirty and one years in Jerusalem. And his mother’s 
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2 name was Jedidah, the daughter of Adaiah of Boscath. And A.c. 641. 

he did f/iat which was right in the sight of the Lord, and ^ ' 

walked in all the way of David his father, and turned not aside 

to the right hand or to the left. 

2 CHRONICLES XXXIV. VER. 3 — 7. 

3 For in the eighth year of his reign, while he was yet young, 634 . 

he began to seek after the God of David his father : and in the 
twelfth year he began ^to purge Judah and Jerusalem from the ^ * Kin.xiii. 
high places, and the groves, and the carved images, and the 

4 molten images. ® And they brake down the altars of Baalim « Lev. xxvl 
in his presence ; and the ^ images, that were on high above d 6r, mn 
them, he cut down ; and the groves, and the carved images, 

and the molten images, he brake in pieces, and made dust of 
them^ and strowed it upon the ® graves of them that had sacri- ^ iieb. face 

5 ficed unto them. And he burnt the bones of the priests upon ° ^ graves. 

6 their altars, and cleansed Judah and Jerusalem. And so did he 
in the cities of Manasseh, and Ephraim, and Simeon, even 

7 unto Naphtali, with their ^mattocks round about. And when mauls. 
he had broken down the altars and the groves, and had beaten 

the graven images ^ into powder, and cut down all the idols g Heb. to 
throughout all the land of Israel, he returned to Jerusalem. powder. 

§ 2. Designation of Jeremiah to the Prophetic Office. 

JEREMIAH 1 

The time, 3 and the calling of Jeremiah. 11 His prophetical visions of an almond rod 

and a seething pot. 15 His heavy message against Judah. 17 God encourageth him 

with his promise of assistance. 

1 The words of Jeremiah the son of Hilkiah, of the priests ^29. 

2 that were in Anathoth in the land of Benjamin : to whom the 

The place and date of the first chapter of Jeremiah is assigned in verse 2. The efforts of 
Josiah to reform the nation of the Jews were promoted to the utmost by this prophet ; who was 
mercifully commanded to exhort, and to make a final appeal, both to the people and to their princes, 
before they were carried into captivity. Chapters ii. and iii. to ver. 6. are supposed, by Dr. 
Blayney, to be one continued prophecy, delivered soon after the prophet commenced the duties of 
his office. It is a powerful address, full of eloquence ; endeavouring to convince the Jews of God’s 
continued regard ; and expostulating with them for their idolatry and sin ; and exhorting them to 
return to God. 

The prophet Jeremiah was of the sacerdotal race, being (as he himself records) one of the 
priests that dwelt at Anathoth (i. 1.) in the land of Benjamin, a city appropriated out of that tribe 
to the use of the priests, the sons of Aaron (Josh. xxi. 18), and situate about three Roman miles 
north of Jerusalem. Jeremiah appears to have been very young when he was called to the exercise 
of the prophetical office, from which he modestly endeavoured to excuse himself, by pleading his 
youth and incapacity : but being overruled by the divine authority, he set himself to discharge the 
duties of his function with unremitting diligence and fidelity, during a course of at least forty-two 
years, reckoned from the thirteenth year of Josiah’s reign. In the course of his ministry he met 
with great difficulties and opposition from his countrymen, of all degrees, whose persecution and ill 
usage sometimes wrought so far upon his mind, as to draw from him expressions, in the bitterness 
of his soul, which many have thought difficult to reconcile with his religious principles ; but which, 
when duly weighed, may be found to demand our pity rather than censure. He was, in truth, a 
man of unblemished piety and conscientious integrity ; a warm lover of his country, whose miseries 
he pathetically deplores ; and so affectionately attached to his countrymen, notwithstanding their 
injurious treatment of him, that he chose rather to abide with them, and undergo all hardships in 
their company, than separately to enjoy a state of ease and plenty, which the favour of the king of 
Babylon would have secured to him. At length, after the destruction of Jerusalem, having followed 
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A.c. 629. word of the Lord came in the days of Josiah the son of Amon 
\ , / king of Judah, in the thirteenth year of his reign. It came 3 


the remnant of the Jews into Egypt, whither they had resolved to retire, though contrary to his 
advice, upon the murder of Gedaliah, whom the Chaldeans had left governor in Judea, he there 
continued warmly to remonstrate against their idolatrous practices, foretelling the consequences 
that would inevitably follow. But his freedom and zeal are said to have cost him his life ; for there 
is a tradition, that the Jews at Tahpanhes were so offended at his faithful remonstrances, that they 
stoned him to death ; which account of the manner of his decease, though not absolutely certain, is 
at least very likely to be true, considering the temper and disposition of the parties concerned. 
Their wickedness, however, did not long pass without its punishment ; for in a few years after, they 
were miserably destroyed by the Babylonian armies which invaded Egypt, according to the pro- 
phet’s prediction (xliv. 27, 28.) * Some Jewish writers, however, affirm that he returned to Judea, 
w'hile others say that he went to Babylon, and died there ; and a third class are of opinion that he 
died in Egypt, far advanced in years, and broken by the calamities which had happened both to 
himself and his country. This prophet’s writings are all in Hebrew, except the eleventh verse of 
the tenth chapter, which is in Chaldee, 

The idolatrous apostacy and other criminal enormities of the people of Judah, and the severe 
judgments which God was preparing to inflict upon them, though not without a distant prospect of 
future restoration and deliverance, form the principal subjects of the prophecies of Jeremiah ; except 
the forty-fifth chapter, which relates personally to Baruch, and the six following chapters, which 
respect the fortunes of some particular heathen nations. 

The arrangement of the prophecies of Jeremiah has been attended with more difficulties than 
those of any other prophet. Their order differs in the Septuagint and in the Hebrew. It is evi- 
dent, from various passages of the book itself, that there were four distinct collections of the pro- 
phecies. The first was that mentioned in chap, xxxvi. 2, and made by divine command in the 
fourth year of the reign of Jehoiakim. In this collection were contained all the predictions which 
he had delivered and published to that time, as well against other nations as against the Jews : the 
prophecies against the Gentiles are, in our Bibles, placed by themselves at the end of the book, as 
being in some measure unconnected with those denounced against the Jews ; but, in the present 
copies of the Septuagint, they follow immediately after the thirteenth verse of the twenty-fifth 
chapter f. This first collection comprised chapters i — xx. xxv. xxvi. xxxv. xxxvi. xlv — li. 
inclusive. 

The second collection is that mentioned in chap. xxx. 2, and contained chapters xxvii — xxxi. 
inclusive : it was made in the reign of Zedekiah, and, as may be inferred from xxviii. 1, after the 
fourth year of the reign of Zedekiah. 

The third collection was made soon after the destruction of Jerusalem, as is plainly indicated by 
the prophet himself, in the general preface to his book, where he says that the word of Jehovah 
came to him in the days of Josiah the son of Amon king of Judah, in the thirteenth year of his 
reign ; and came in the days of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah king of Judah, until the completion of 
the eleventh year of Zedekiah the son of Josiah king of Judah, until the carrying away of Jeru- 
salem into captivity in the fifth month,'* (i. 1 — 3.) Consequently, this third collection included 
chapters xxi — xxiv. xxxii — xxxiv. and xxxvii — xxxix. 

The fourth collection, containing chapters xl — xliv. inclusive, presents us with an account of 
Jeremiah himself, and of the other Jews who were left in Judea by the command of Nebuchad- 
nezzar. The fifty-second chapter was probably added by EzraJ, as a preface to the book of 
Lamentations. It is chiefly taken out of the latter part of the second book of Kings, with additions, 
which Ezra might supply out of the inspired records, and forms a very useful appendage to the 
prophecies of Jeremiah, as it illustrates their fulfilment in the destruction of the kingdom, city, and 
temple, which are the subject of the Lamentations. — Horne’s Crit. Introduct. vol. ii. p. 273, &c. 

On examining the internal evidence for the respective dates and occasions, when these prophecies 
were probably delivered ; and taking into consideration the several arguments of Lightfoot and 
Taylor, together with those of Frideaux, who has assigned a place to many of these predictions ; it 
has been thought advisable to depart, in several instances, from Dr. Blayney’s system, which has 
been generally adhered to in the arrangement of this book. That the reader who is interested in 
these inquiries may understand at one view the various arrangements given by these divines of the 
prophecies of Jeremiah, I have drawn up, in the following table, a summary of the order in which 
the chapters of Jeremiah should be read, according to their respective opinions. 

* Dr. Blayney’s Translation of Jeremiah, p. 221, 222. 2nd edit. 

f Carpzov has written an elaborate disquisition on the variations between the Hebrew and the 
Septuagint, in the order of Jeremiah’s prophecies, and has given a table illustrating those variations. 
See his Introduct. ad Libros Biblicos Vet. Test. pars. iii. c. iii. § 4. p. 144 — 152. 

J Carpzov ascribes it to Baruch, or some other inspired man. Introd. part iii. p. 152, 
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also in the days of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah king of Judah, 
unto the end of the eleventh year of Zedekiah the son of 
Josiah king of Judah, unto the carrying away of Jerusalem 

4 captive in the fifth month. Then the word of the Lord came 
unto me, saying, 

5 Before I ^ formed thee in the belly I knew thee ; and before 
thou earnest forth out of the womb I ^sanctified thee, and I 
® ordained thee a prophet unto the nations. 

6 Then said I, Ah, ^ Lord God ! behold, I cannot speak ; for 
I am a child. 

7 But the Lord said unto me. Say not, \ am z. child : for 
thou shalt go to all that 1 shall send thee, and whatsoever I 
command thee thou shalt speak. 

8 ® Be not afraid of their faces : for ^ \ am with thee to deliver 
thee, saith the Lord. 

9 Then the Lord put forth his hand, and s touched my mouth. 
And the Lord said unto me. Behold, I have ’^put my words in 
thy mouth. 

10 See, I have this day set thee over the nations and over the 
kingdoms, to ^ root out, and to pull down, and to destroy, and 
to throw down, to build, and to plant. 

11 Moreover the word of the Lord came unto me, saying, 
Jeremiah, what seest thou? And I said, I see a rod of an 
almond tree. 

12 Then said the Lord unto me. Thou hast well seen : for I 
will hasten my word to perform it. 

13 And the word of the Lord came unto me the second time, 
saying. What seest thou ? And I said, I see a seething pot ; 
and the face thereof is ^ toward the north. 

14 Then the Lord said unto me. Out of the ^ north an evil 
^ shall break forth upon all the inhabitants of the land. 

15 For, lo, I will ^call all the families of the kingdoms of the 
north, saith the Lord ; and they shall come, and they shall set 
every one his throne at the entering of the gates of Jerusalem, 
and against all the walls thereof round about, and against all 
the cities of Judah. 

1 6 And I will utter my judgments against them touching all their 
wickedness, who have forsaken me, and have burned incense 
unto other gods, and worshipped the works of their own hands. 

17 Thou therefore gird up thy loins, and arise, and speak unto 
them all that I command thee : be not dismayed at their faces, 
lest I ® confound thee before them. 

18 For, behold, I have m^de thee this day ^a defenced city, 
and an iron pillar, and brasen walls against the whole land, 
against the kings of Judah, against the princes thereof, against 
the priests thereof, and against the people of the land. 

19 And they shall fight against thee; but they shall not prevail 
against thee; for I am with thee, saith the I.ord, to deliver thee. 

12 


A.C. 629. 


a Is.xlix. 1.5, 
bGal.i. 15,16. 
c Heb. gave. 
d Ex. iv. 10. 


e Ezek. iii. 9. 
f Ex. iii. 12. 
Deut. xxxi.6, 
8. Jush. i. 5. 
Heb, xiii. 6. 
g Is, vi. 7, 
h ch. V. 14. 


1 ch.xviii. 7. 

2 Cor. X. 4, 5. 


k Heb. from 
the face of the 
north. 

Ich. iv. 6. 
m Heb. shall 
be opened. 
n ch. V. 15. & 
vi. 22. & X, 
22 . 


0 Or, break 
to pieces. 
p Is. 1. 7. ch. 
vi. 27. & XV. 
20 . 
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JEREMIAH II. 

1 Ood, having shewed his former kindness^ 5 expostulateth with the Jews their causeless 
revolt^ 9 beyond any example* 14 They are the causes of their own calamities, 20 The 
sins of Judah, 31 Her confidence is rejected. 

Moreover tlie word of the Lord came to me, saying, i 

Go and cry in the ears of Jerusalem, saying. Thus saith the 2 
Lord; I remember ^thee, the kindness of thy ^ youth, the 
bVzek.xvi.s. love of thine espousals, when thou wentest after me in the wil- 
derness, in a land that was not sown. 

c ch. xii 14. c Israel was holiness unto the Lord, and the firstfruits of his 3 
increase : all that devour him shall offend ; evil shall come upon 
them, saith the Lord. 

Hear ye the word of the Lord, O house of Jacob, and all 4 
the families of the house of Israel : 

Thus saith the Lord, What iniquity have your fathers found 5 
in me, that they are gone far from me, and have walked after 
vanity, and are become vain ? 

cl Is. ixiii. 9. Neither said they, Where is the Lord that ‘^brought us up 6 
xiii. 4 ] out of the land of Egypt, that led us through the wilderness, 
through a land of deserts and of pits, through a land of drought, 
and of the shadow of death, through a land that no man passed 
through, and where no man dwelt ? 

e Or, ike land And I brought you into a ® plentiful country, to eat the fruit 7 

of Carmel. goodness thereof; but when ye entered, ye 

58 *&cVi '^38 made mine heritage an abomination. 

The priests said not. Where is the Lord ? and they that 8 
g Rom. ii. 20. handle the ^ law knew me not: the pastors also transgressed 
against me, and the prophets prophesied by Baal, and walked 
after things that do not profit. 

Wherefore I will yet plead with you, saith the Lord, and 9 
with your children’s children will I plead. 

YiOr, over to. For pass ^ over the isles of Chittim, and see ; and send unto lo 
Kedar, and consider diligently, and see if there be such a 
thing. 

ich.xvi 20. Hath a nation changed their gods, which are ^yet no gods? ii 
but my people have changed their glory for that which dotli not 
profit. 

Be astonished, O ye heavens, at this, and be horribly afraid, 12 
be ye very desolate, saith the Lord. 


e Or, ike land 
of Carmel. 


For my people have committed two evils ; they have for- 13 
kPs.xxxvi. saken me the ^ fountain of living waters, and hewed them out 
cisterns, broken cisterns, that can hold no'water. 

Is Israel a servant ? is he a homeborn slave ? why is he 14 

1 Heb.become * spoiled ? 

m^Heb gave The young lions roared upon him, and^ yelled, and they made 15 

ti8 l^od waste : his cities are burned without inhabitant. 
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16 Also the children of Noph and Tahapanes "have broken the A.c. 629. 

crown of thy head. nOr, }eed on 

17 Hast thou not procured this unto thyself, in that thou hast 

forsaken the Lord thy God, when he led thee by the way ? 20 . is. vm. s. 

18 And now what hast thou to do in the way of Egypt, to drink 
the waters of Sihor ? or what hast thou to do in the way of Assy- 
ria, to drink the waters of the river ? 

19 Thine own "wickedness shall correct thee, and thy back- 
slidings shall reprove thee : know therefore and see that it is an 
evil thing and bitter, that thou hast forsaken the Lord thy God, 
and that my fear is not in thee, saith the Lord God of hosts. 

20 For of old time I have broken thy yoke, and burst thy bands ; 

and thou saidst, I will not p transgress ; when ^ upon ever}" p ^ 

high hill and under every green tree thou wanderest, playing ch. Hi'c.’ 
the harlot. 

21 Yet I had ^ planted thee a noble vine, wholly a right seed: pf 

how then art thou turned into the degenerate plant or a strangfe ixxx.s. is. v, 

• .0 ^ ° 1, &c. Matt. 

vine unto me . xxi. 33 . Mark 

22 For though thou ® wash thee with nitre, and take thee much 

sope, get thine iniquity is marked before me, saith the Lord » 30 . 
God. 


23 How canst thou say, I am not polluted, I have not gone after 
Baalim ? see thy way in the valley, know what thou hast done : 

* thou art. a swift dromedary traversing: her ways ; ojwist 

A *11 1 1 Ml® 1 rr 1 1 dromedary. 

24 "A Wild ass ^ used to the wilderness, that snuneth up the u or, o wud 
wind at ^ her pleasure ; in her occasion who can * turn her away ? ^iieh.taught. 
all they that seek her will not weary themselves ; in her month 

they shall find her. 

25 Withhold thy foot from being unshod, and thy throat from %. 
thirst : but thou saidst, ^ There is no hope : no ; for I have loved 'dSp?- 
strangers, and after them will I go. 

26 As the thief is ashamed when he is found, so is the house of 
Israel ashamed ; they, their kings, their princes, and their 
priests, and their prophets, 

27 Saying to a stock. Thou art my father ; and to a stone, Thou 

hast P brought me forth : for they have turned " their back unto b or, begot- 
me, and not their face : but in the time of their ^ trouble they c'^n^b.’/Ae 
will say. Arise, and save us. oTtfJnJil* 

28 But where are thy gods that thou hast made thee ? let them dis. xxvi.ic. 
arise, if they ® can save thee in the time of thy ^trouble: 

^ according to the number of thy cities are thy gods, O Judah, gch. xi. li 

29 Wherefore will ye plead with me ? ye all have transgressed 
against me, saith the Lord. 

30 In vain have I ^smitten your children ; they received no cor- 
rection : your own sword hath * devoured your prophets, like i Matt.xxiii. 


rection : your own sword 
a destroying lion, 
i O generation, ^see y( 
been a wilderness unto Is 


^e the word of the Lord. Have I k ver. 5. 
'srael ? a land of darkness ? wherefore 
B b 2 
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say my people, ^ We are lords ; we will come no more unto 
tliee ? 

Can a maid forget her ornaments, or a bride her attire ? yet 32 
my people have forgotten me days without number. 

Why trimmest thou thy way to seek love ? therefore hast 33 
thou also taught the wicked ones thy ways. 

Also in thy skirts is found the blood of the souls of the poor 34 
innocents: I have not found it by secret search, but upon all 
these. 

Yet thou sayest, Because I am innocent, surely his anger shall 35 
turn from me. Behold, I will plead with thee, because thou 
sayest, I have not sinned. 

Why gaddest thou about so much to change thy way ? thou 36 
also shalt be ashamed of Egypt, as thou wast ashamed of 
Assyria. 

Yea, thou shalt go forth from him, and thine hands upon thine 37 
head : for the Lord hath rejected thy confidences, and thou shalt 
not prosper in them. 

JEREMIAH in. VER. 1 — 5. 

1 God's great mercy in JudatC s vile whoredom. 

They " say. If a man put away his wife, and she go from him, i 
o beut. xxiv. and become another man’s, ® shall he return unto her again? 

shall not that land be greatly polluted ? but thou hast played 
the harlot with many lovers ; yet return again to me, saith the 
Lord. 

Lift up thine eyes unto the high places, and see where thou 2 
hast not been lien with. In the ways hast thou sat for them, 
as the Arabian in the wilderness; and thou hast polluted the 
land with thy whoredoms and with thy wickedness, 
p Deut. Therefore the p showers have been withholden, and there 3 

u'. hath been no latter rain ; and thou hadst a ^ whore’s forehead, 
q ch. Vi. 15. refusedst to be ashamed. 

Wilt thou not from this time cry unto me. My father, thou 4 
art the guide of my youth ? 

Will he reserve his anger for ever ? will he keep it to the 5 
end ? Behold, thou hast spoken and done evil things as thou 
couldest. 

§ 3. The Temple repaired. 

2 chronicles XXXIV. VER. 8 — 32. 

624. Nowin the eighteenth year of his reign, when he had purged 8 
the land, and the house, he sent Shaphan the son of Azaliah, 
and Maaseiah the governor of the city, and Joah the son ojf 
Joahaz the recorder, to repair the house of the Lord his God. 
And when they came to Hilkiah the high priest, they delivered 9 
the money that was brought into the house of God, which the 
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Levites that kept the doors had gathered of the hand of Man- A.c. 624. 
asseh and Ephraim, and of all the remnant of Israel, and of all ^ ' 

10 Judah and Benjamin; and they returned to Jerusalem. And 
they put it in the hand of the workmen that had the oversight 
of the house of the Lord, and they gave it to the workmen that 
wrought in the house of the Lord, to repair and amend the house: 

11 even to the artificers and builders gave they zY, to buy hewn 
stone, and timber for couplings, and ^ to floor the houses which 

1 2 the kings of J iidah had destroyed. And the men did the work faith- 
fully : and the overseers of them were Jahath and Obadiah, the 
Levites, of the sons of Merari ; and Zechariah and Meshullam, 
of the sons of the Kohathites, to set it forward ; and other of 

13 the Levites, all that could skill of instruments of musick. Also 
they were over the bearers of burdens, and were overseers of all 
that wrought the work in any manner of service : and of the 
Levites thcj'e were scribes, and officers, and porters. 

14 And when they brought out the money that was brought into 
the house of the Lord, Hilkiah the priest ^ found a book of the 

15 law of the Lord ® by Moses. And Hilkiah answered c //<c 

and said to Shaplian the scribe, I have found the book of the 

law in the house of the Lord. And Hilkiah delivered the 

16 book to Shaplian. And Shaphan carried the book to the king, 
and brought the king word back again, saying. All that was 

17 committed ^to thy servants, they do it And they have ® ga- <i Heb. 
thered together the money that was found in the house of the e Hcb. poured 
Lord, and have delivered it into the hand of the overseers, and 

18 to the hand of the workmen. Then Shaphan the scribe told 
the king, saying, Hilkiah the priest hath given me a book. 

19 And Shaphan read ^it before the king. And it came to pass, fHeb. mi<. 
when the king had heard the words of the law, that he rent his 

20 clothes. And the king commanded Hilkiah, and Ahikam the 
son of Shaphan, and ^ Abdoii the son of Micah, and Shaphan | 

21 the scribe, and Asaiah a servant of the king’s, saying, Go, en- 12 . 
quire of the Lord for me, and for them that are left in Israel 
and in Judah, concerning the words of the book that is found : 
for great is the wrath of the Lord that is poured out upon us, 
because our fathers have not kept the word of the Lord, to do 

22 after ail that is written in this book. And Hilkiah, and they 
that the king had appointed^ went to Huldah the prophetess, 
the wife of Shallum the son of Tikvath, the son of ^ Hasrah, 
keeper of the ^ wardrobe ; (now she dwelt in Jerusalem ^ in the ments. 
college :) and they spake to her to that effect 

23 And she answered them. Thus saith the Lord God of Israel, Tell 

24 ye the man that sent you to me. Thus saith the Lord, Behold, 

I will bring evil upon this place, and upon the inhabitants there- 
of, even all the curses that are written in the book which they 

25 have read before the king of Judah : because they have for- 
saken me, and have burned incense unto other gods, that they 
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AX. 624. might provoke me to anger with all the works of their hands ; 

' ' therefore my wrath shall be poured out upon this place, and 

shall not be quenched. And as for the king of Judah, who sent 26 
you to enquire of the Lord, so shall ye say unto him. Thus 
saith the Lord God of Israel concerning the words which thou 
hast heard; Because thine heart was tender, and thou didst 27 
humble thyself before God, when thou heardest his words 
against this place, and against the inhabitants thereof, and 
humbledst thyself before me, and didst rend thy clothes, and 
weep before me ; I have even heard thee also, saith the Lord, 
Behold, I will gather thee to thy fathers, and thou shalt be 28 
gathered to thy grave in peace, neither shall thine eyes see all 
the evil that I will bring upon this place, and upon the inhabi- 
tants of the same. So they brought the king word again. 

^2 Kin. 1 Then the king sent and gathered together all the elders of 29 

xxm. , c. Jerusalem. And the king went up into the house 30 

of the Lord, and all the men of Judah, and the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem, and the priests, and the Levites, and all the people, 
m neb, from “great and small : and he read in their ears all the words of the 
book of the covenant that was found in the house of the Lord. 
And the king stood in his place, and made a covenant before 31 
the Lord, to walk after the Lord, and to keep his command- 
ments, and his testimonies, and his statutes, with all his heart, 
and with all his soul, to perform the words of the covenant 
which are written in this book. And he caused all that were 32 
n Heb. /ottnd. "present in Jerusalem and Benjamin to stand to it And the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem did according to the covenant of God, 
the God of their fathers. 

§ 4. Zephaniah exhorts the People to Repentance about the time of 
Josiah's Reformation. 

ZEPHANIAH 1 . 

God's severe judgment against Judah for divers sins> 

The word of the Lord which came unto Zephaniah the son 1 
of Ciishi, the son of Gedaliah, the son of Amariah, the son 
of Hizkiah, in the days of Josiah the son of Amon, king of 
Judah 

We learn from Zephaniah i. 1. that he began to prophesy in the reign of Josiah. As he begins 
his predictions against the “ remnant of Baal, and the name of the Chemarims against them that 
worshipped the host of heaven, and swore by Malcham, or Baal ; he probably addressed those 
idolatrous priests who were not yet extirpated by the religious zeal of Josiah ; compare Zeph. i. 4, 
b — 9. with 2 Kings xxiii. 6, 6 — 12. He foretold also the destruction of Nineveh ; and from these 
considerations he may be supposed to have prophesied before the last reformation made by Josiah : 
and, as he preceded Jeremiah, that he entered on his office towards the commencement of the reign 
of that monarch. These two prophets resemble each other so much in the parts where they treat 
of the Idolatries and wickedness of the Jews, that it has been supposed that Zephaniah was the 
abbreviator of Jeremiah, or that Jeremiah was the pupil of the former : Zephaniah apparently pro- 
phesied before Jeremiah, and the latter seems to speak of those abuses as partially removed, which 
the former describes as existing in the most flagitious extent. (Compare Zeph. i. 4, 6. 9. with 
Jerem. ii. 5. 20. 32.) The word Chemarim is translated idolatrous priests (2 Kings xxiii. 6 ) They 
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2 » I will utterly consume all things from off ^ the land, saith 
the Lord. 

3 I will consume man and beast ; I will consume the fowls of 
the heaven, and the fishes of the sea, and the ® stumblingblocks 
with the wicked ; and I will cut off man from off the land, saith 
the Lord. 

4 I will also stretch out mine hand upon Judah, and upon all 
the inhabitants of Jerusalem ; and ^ I will cut off the remnant 
of Baal from this place, and the name of the Chemarims with 
the priests ; 

5 And them that worship the host of heaven upon the house- 
tops ; and them that worship and that swear ® by the Lord, and 
that swear by Malcham ; 

6 And them that are turned back from the Lord ; and those 
that have not sought the Lord, nor enquired for him. 

7 Hold thy peace at the presence of the Lord God : for the 
day of the Lord is at hand: for the Lord hath prepared a 
sacrifice, he hath ^ bid his guests. 

8 And it shall come to pass in the day of the Lord’s sacrifice, 
that I will 8 punish the princes, and the king’s children, and all 
such as are clothed with strange apparel. 

9 In the same day also will I punish all those that leap on the 
threshold, which fill their masters’ houses with violence and 
deceit. 

10 And it shall come to pass in that day, saith the Lord, 
that there shall he the noise of a cry from the fish gate, and 
an howling from the second, and a great crashing from the 
hills. 

11 Howl, ye inhabitants of Maktesh, for all the merchant people 
are cut down ; all they that bear silver are cut off. 

12 And it shall come to pass at that time, that I will search 
Jerusalem with candles, and punish the men that are ^settled 
on their lees : that say in their heart, The Lord will not do 
good, neither will he do evil. 

13 Therefore their goods shall become a booty, and their houses 
a desolation : they shall also build houses, but ^ not inhabit 
them ; and they shall plant vineyards, but not drink the wine 
thereof. 


A.C. 624. 

a Heb. By 
taking away I 
will make an 
end. 

b Heb. the 
face of the 
land 

c Or, idols. 

d Fulfilled, 
cir. 624. 

2 Kin. xxiii, 
4, 5. 


e Or, to the 
LORD. 


f Ileb. sancti- 
fied, or, pre- 
pared. 
g Heb. visit 
upon. 


h Heb. curd- 
ed, or, thick - 
ened. 


i Deut.xxviii. 
30. 39. Amos 
V. 11. 


were called Chemarim because clothed in black garments, which was the customary dress of these 
priests. Zephaniah in these books appears to have aided Josiah in his attempt to bring the people 
back to the worship of the true God. The first chapter denounces vengeance against Judah, and 
those who observed the rites of idolaters, or violently invaded the property of others (ver. 9.), and 
declares that the great day of trouble, distress, and desolation was at hand (ver. 15). In the second 
chapter the prophet predicts woe to the Cherethites, the Moabites, Ammonites, and Ethiopians ; 
and describes the desolation of Nineveh in terms singularly expressive. The Cherethites were the 
Philistines who bordered on the Mediterranean, called Cherethims. These prophecies were chiefly 
accomplished by the conquests of Nebuchadnezzar. In the third chapter the prophet returns to 
Jerusalem, and inveighs against her pollutions and oppressions, which should be punished in God's 
general vengeance ; and concludes, as usual, with predictions of a remnant, who shall trust in the 
Lord; and with promises of the general restoration of the Jews. — Lightfoot; Gray’s Key in loc. 



376 


A.C. 624. 


k Jcr. XXX. 7 
Joel li. 11. 
AinoB V. 18. 


1 Prov. xi. 4. 
Ezek. vii. ly. 

in ch. iii. 8. 


n Or, not de- 
airouii. 


0 Or, when, 
&c. 


PERIOD SIXTH. [PART XVI. 

The great day of the Lord is near, it is near, and hasteth 14 
greatly, eveii the voice of the day of the Lord : the mighty 
man shall cry there bitterly. 

^ That day is a day of wrath, a day of trouble and distress, 15 
a day of wasteness and desolation, a day of darkness and 
gloominess, a day of clouds and thick darkness, 

A day of the trumpet and alarm against the fenced cities, and 1 6 
against the high towers. 

And I will bring distress upon men, that they shall walk like 17 
blind men, because they have sinned against the Lord : and 
their blood shall be poured out as dust, and their flesh as the 
dung. 

^ Neither their silver nor their gold shall be able to deliver is 
them in the day of the Lord’s wrath ; but the whole land 
shall be devoured by the fire of his jealousy : for he shall 
make even a speedy riddance of all them that dwell in the 
land. 

ZEPHANIAH II. 

1 An exhortation to repentance^ 4 The judgment of the Philistines, 8 of Moah and 
Ammon, 12 of Ethiopia and Assyria. 

Gather yourselves together, yea, gather together, O nation i 
" not desired ; 

Before the decree bring forth, before the day pass as the chaff, 2 
before the fierce anger of the Lord come upon you, before the 
day of the Lord’s anger come upon you. 

Seek ye the Lord, all ye meek of the earth, which have 3 
wrought his judgment ; seek righteousness, seek meekness : it 
may be ye shall be hid in the day of the Lord’s anger. 

For Gaza shall be forsaken, and Ashkelon a desolation : they 4 
shall drive out Ashdod at the noon day, and Ekron shall be 
rooted up. 

Woe unto the inhabitants of the sea coasts, the nation of the 5 
Cherethites ! the w^ord of the Lord is against you ; O Canaan, 
the land of the Philistines, I will even destroy thee, that there 
shall be no inhabitant. 

And the sea coast shall be dwellings and cottages for shep- 6 
herds, and folds for flocks. 

And the coast shall be for the remnant of the house of Judah; 7 
they shall feed thereupon: in the houses of Ashkelon shall they 
lie down in the evening: ®for the Lord their God shall visit 
them, and turn away tlieir captivity. 

I have heard the reproach of Moab, and the revilings of the 8 
children of Ammon, whereby they have reproached my people, 
and magnified themselves against their border. 

Therefore as I live, saith the Lord of hosts, the God of 9 
Israel, Surely Moab sliAll be as Sodom, and die children of 
Ammon as Gomorrah, even the breeding of nettles, and salt-. 
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pits, and a perpetual desolation : the residue of my people A.c. 624. 
shall spoil them, and the remnant of my people shall possess '' ’ 

them. 

10 This shall they have for their pride, because they have re- 
proached and magnified themselves against the people of the 
Lord of hosts. 

11 The Lord will be terrible unto them: for he will p famish p Heb. waAt? 
all the gods of the earth ; and men shall worship him, every 

one from his place, even all the isles of the heathen. 

]2 Ye Ethiopians also, ye shnll he slain by my sword. 

13 And he will stretch out his hand against the north, and 
destroy Assyria; and will make Nineveh a desolation, and 
dry like a wilderness. 

14 And flocks shall lie down in the midst of her, all the beasts 


of the nations: both the cormorant and the bittern shall Q 
lodge in the ® upper lintels of it; their voice shall sing in the ii. 14 . 
windows ; desolation shall he in the thresholds : ^ for he shall lx^\apuers, 
uncover the cedar work. t or when he 


15 This is the rejoicing city ^ that dwelt carelessly, and said in 
her heart, I am, there is none beside me: how is she 


t Or, when he 
hath uncovei - 
ed. 

u Is. xlvii. 8. 


become a desolation, a place for beasts to lie down in ! every 
one that passeth by her shall hiss, and wag his hand. 


ZEPHANIAH III. 

1 J sharp reproof of Jerusalem for divers sins. 8 An exhortation to wait for the restor- 
ation of Israeli 14 and to rejoice for their salvation by God. 

1 Woe to '"^her that is filthy and polluted, to the oppressing \Or, glutton- 

city ! xHeb. craw. 

2 She obeyed not the voice ; she received not ^ correction ; r cr, instruct 
she trusted not in the Loud ; she drew not near to her God. 

3 Her princes within her are roaring lions: her judges z^Ezek.xxij. 

evening wolves; they gnaw not the bones till the morrow. lo,’ ’ 

4 Her ^ prophets are light and treacherous persons : her priests a jer. xxiii. 

have polluted the sanctuary, they have done ^ violence to the 7^’ 
law. ^ b^kLkxxii. 

5 The just Lord is in the midst thereof; he will not do 

iniquity: ® every morning doth he bring his ludgment to light, cHeb.»worn- 
he raileth not; but the unjust knoweth no shame. tng. 

6 I have cut off the nations : their ^ towers are desolate ; I ^ or, comers. 
made their streets waste, that none passeth by : their cities 

are destroyed, so that there is no man, that there is none in- 
habitant. 

7 I said. Surely thou wilt fear me, thou wilt receive instruc- 
tion ; so their dwelling should not be cut off*, howsoever I 
punished them : but they rose early, and corrupted all their 
doings. 

8 Therefore wait ye upon me, saith tlie Lord, until the day 
that I rise up to the prey : for my determination is to gather 
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A. c 624. the nations, that I may assemble the kingdoms, to pour upon 
^ ^ them mine indignation, even all my fierce anger ; for all the 

ech. i. 18 . earth shall ® be devoured with the fire of my jealousy. 
fueh.iip. "Pot then will I turn to the people a pure ^language, that 9 
they may all call upon the name of the Lord, to serve him 
^^uider one ^ consent. 

From beyond the rivers of Ethiopia my suppliants, even the 10 
daughter of my dispersed, shall bring mine offering. 

In that day shalt thou not be ashamed for all thy doings, ii 
wherein thou hast transgressed against me: for then I will take 
away out of the midst of thee them that rejoice in thy pride, 
h Heb. »« wy and thou shalt no more be haughty ^because of my holy 
° mountain. 

I will also leave in the midst of thee an afflicted and poor 12 
people, and they shall rust in the name of the Lord. 

The remnant of Israel shall not do iniquity, nor speak lies ; 13 
neither shall a deceitful tongue be found in their mouth : for 
they shall feed and lie down, and none shall make them afraid. 

Us. xii. c. *Sing, O daughter of Zion; shout, O Israel; be glad and 14 
■ rejoice with all the heart, O daughter of Jerusalem. 

The Lord hath taken away thy judgments, he hath cast out 15 
thine enemy : the king of Israel, even the Lord, is in the midst 
of thee: thou shalt not see evil any more. 

In that day it shall be said to Jerusalem, Fear thou not: and 16 
k Or, faint, fo Zioii, Let not thine hands be ^ slack. 

The Lord thy God in the midst of thee is mighty; he will 17 
1 Heb. Ae save, he will rejoice over thee with joy; ^ he will rest in his 

esicn. iQyg^ lie y^Jll jey over thee with singing. 

I will gather them that are sorrowful for the solemn assembly, ] S 
mHeb. the who are of thee, to whom °^the reproach of it was a burden. 

it was re- Behold, at that time I will undo all that afflict thee : and I 19 

n^mhv. 6,7. will save her that ^ halteth, and gather her that was driven out ; 
o Heb. / will and ® I will get them praise and fame in every land p where 
they have been put to shame. 

^ bring you again^ even in the time that I 20 
gather you: for I will make you a name and a praise among all 
people of the earth, when I turn back your captivity before 
your eyes, saith the Lord. 

§ 5. Reformation of Religion hy Josiah, 

2 KINGS XXIII. VER. 4 — 20. 

And the king commanded Hilkiah the high priest, and the 4 
priests of the second order, and the keepers of the door, to 
bring forth out of the temple of the Lord all the vessels that 
a Heb. caused were made for Baal, and for the grove, and for all the host of 
bHeb. chema- heaven : and he burned them without Jerusalem in the fields of 
Foretold, ^ ^ Kidron, and carried the ashes of them unto Beth-el. And he 5 
zeph.i. 4 . «put down the ^ idolatrous priests, whom the kings of Judah 
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had ordained to burn incense in the high places in the cities of A.c. 624. 
Judah, and in the places round about Jerusalem ; them also that ' ^ 

burned incense unto Baal, to the sun, and to the moon, and to the 

6 ® planets, and to all the host of heaven. And he brought out c or, twelve 
the ^ grove from the house of the Lord, without Jerusalem, 

unto the brook Kidron, and burned it at the brook Kidron, and ^ 
stamped it small to powder, and cast the powder thereof upon 

7 the graves of the children of the people. And he brake down 
the houses of the sodomites, that were by the house of the Lord, 

8 where the women wove ® hangings for the grove. And he brought eHeb.Aow^. 
all the priests out of the cities of Judah, and defiled the high 

places where the priests had burned incense, from Geba to 
Beer-slieba, and brake down the high places of the gates that 
were in the entering in of the gate of Joshua the governor of 
the city, which were on a man’s left hand at the gate of the 

9 city. Nevertheless the priests of the high places came not up 
to the altiir of the Lord in Jerusalem, but they did eat of the 

10 unleavened bread among their brethren. And he defiled 
Topheth, which is in the valley of the children of Hinnom, 
that no man might make his son or his daughter to pass through 

11 the fire to Molech. And he took away the horses that the 
kings of Judah had given to the sun, at the entering in of the 
house of the Lord, by the chamber of Nathan-melech the 
^chamberlain, which teas in the suburbs, and burned the chariots exmuch, 

12 of the sun with fire. And the altars that were on the top of 
the upper chamber of Ahaz, which the kings of Judah had made, 

and the altars which ^ Manasseh had made in the two courts of g ch. xxi. 5. 
the house of the Lord, did the king beat down, and ^ brake h or, ron/row 
them down from thence, and cast the dust of them into the 

13 brook Kidron. And the high places that were before Jerusa- 
lem, which were on the right hand of Hhe mount of corruption, i That is, the 
which ^ Solomon the king of Israel had builded for Ashtoreth oiivL° 
the abomination of the Zidonians, and for Chemosh the abomi- ^ ^ 
nation of the Moabites, and for Milcom the abomination of the 

14 children of Ammon, did the king defile. And he brake in 
pieces the ^ images, and cut down the groves, and filled their J ^eb. sta- 
places with the bones of men. 

15 Moreover the altar that was at Beth-el, and the high places 
which Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who made Israel to sin, had 
made, both that altar and the high place he brake down, and 
burned the high place, and stamped it small to powder, and 

16 burned the grove. And as Josiah turned himself, he spied the 
sepulchres that were there in the mount, and sent, and took the 
bones out of the sepulchres, and burned them upon the altar, 

and polluted it, according to the word of the Lord which m i Kin. xiii. 
the man of God proclaimed, who proclaimed these words. 

17 Then he said. What title is that that I see i And the men of 
the city told him, It is the sepulchre of the man of God, which 
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A.C. 624 . came from Judah, and proclaimed these things that thou hast 

done against the altar of Beth-el. And he said, Let him alone; 18 
n Heb. to let no man move his bones. So they let his bones “ alone, with 

the bones of the prophet that came out of Samaria. And all 19 
the houses also of the high places that were in the cities of 
Samaria, which the kings of Israel had made to provoke the 
LORD to anger, Josiah took away, and did to them according 
o Or, Mcri- to all the acts that he had done in Beth-el. And he® slew 20 
all the priests of the high places that were there upon the 
altars, and burned men’s bones upon them, and returned to 
Jerusalem. 

2 CHRONICLES XXXIV, VER. 33. 

And Josiah took away all the abominations out of all the 33 
countries that pertained to the children of Israel, and made all 
that were present in Israel to serve, even to serve the Loud 
P iMhfrom their God. And all his days they departed not ^ from following 
the Lord, the God of their fathers. 


§ 6. Celebration of the Passover. 

2 chronicles XXXV. VER. 1 — 19. 

Moreover * Josiah kept a passover unto the Lord in Jeru- i 
xxin^ 2 i, 22 . Salem; and they killed the passover on the fourteenth dap of 
b Ex. \n. li. month. And he set the priests in their charges, and 2 

encouraged them to the service of the house of the Lord, and 3 
said unto the Levites that taught all Israel, which were holy 
unto the Lord, Put the holy ark in the house which Solomon 
the son of David king of Israel did build ; it shall not he a bur- 
den upon your shoulders : serve now the Lord your God, and 
c ] chr.ix.io. ]jjg people Israel, and prepare yourselves by the ® houses of 4 
fathers, after your courses, according to the ^writing of 
xxv.cK- xxvi. David king of Israel, and according to the ® writing of Solo- 
ech.vni. 14. jj^qii Iiis SOD. And Stand in the holy jAace according to the 5 
divisions of ^ the families of the fathers of your brethren s the 

after the division of the families of the Levites. So 6 
sons of the kill the passover, and sanctify yourselves, and prepare your 
brethren, that they may do according to the word of the Lord 
h luh.offered. by tlic hand of Moses, And Josiah gave to the people, of 7 
the flock, lambs and kids, all for the passover olFerings, for all 
that were present, to the number of thirty thousand, and three 
thousand bullocks ; these were of the king’s substance. And 8 
offered, jjjg pnnces ^gave willingly unto the people, to the priests, and 
to the Levites ; Hilkiah and Zechariah and Jehlel, rulers of 
the house of God, gave unto the priests for the passover ofifer- 
ings two thousand and six hundred small cattle^ and three 
hundred oxen. Conaniah also, and Shemaiah and Nethaneel, 9 
his brethren, and Hashabiah and Jeiel and Jozabad, chief of the 
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Levites, ^gave unto the Levites for passover offerings five A.c. 623. 

10 thousand small cattle^ and five hundred oxen. So the service 
was prepared, and the priests stood in their place, and 
the Levites in their courses, according to the king’s com- 

11 mandment. And they killed the passover, and the priests 
sprinkled the blood from their hands, and the Levites 

12 ^flayed them. And they removed the burnt offerings, that i see ch. 
they might give according to the divisions of the families 

of the people, to offer unto the Lord, as it is written in 

13 the book of Moses. And so did they with the oxen. And 
they ^ roasted the passover with fire according to the ordi- ™ 
nance : but the other holy offerings sod they in pots, and in 
caldrons, and in pans, and divided them speedily among all « Heb. wnde 

14 the people. And afterward they made ready for themselves, 
and for the priests : because the priests the sons of Aaron were 
busied in offering of burnt offerings and the fat until night ; 
therefore the Levites prepared for themselves, and for the 

15 priests the sons of Aaron. And the singers the sons of Asaph 

were in their ® place, according to the commandment of David, oWehMation. 
and Asaph, and Heman, and Jeduthun the king’s seer; and xxv^u’&c, 
the porters ^ waited at every gate ; they might not depart from q i chr. ix. 
their service; for their brethren the Levites prepared for them, n) 

16 So all the service of the Lord was prepared the same day, to 
keep the passover, and to offer burnt offerings upon the altar 
of the Lord, according to the commandment of king Josiah. 

17 And the children of Israel that were present kept the pass- rHeb./« 7 *«d. 
over at that time, and the feast of unleavened bread seven days. 

18 And there was no passover like to that kept in Israel from the 
days of Samuel the prophet ; neither did all the kings of Israel 
keep such a passover as Josiah kept, and the ])riests, and the 
Levites, and all Judah and Israel that were present, and the 

19 inhabitants of Jerusalem. In the eighteenth year of the reign 
of Josiah was this passover kept. 

§ 7. Jeremiah reproaches the People for their Backsliding, after the 
Reformation by Josiah, 

JEREMIAH III. VER. 6, TO THE END 

6 The Lord said also unto me in the days of Josiah the kin^, 612. 
Hast thou seen that which backsliding Israel hath done? she is 
‘‘gone up upon every high mountain and under every green ach. u. 20 . 
tree, and there hath played the harlot. 

7 And I said after she had done all these things^ Turn thou 


Here begins an entire and distinct prophecy, which is continued to the end of the sixth chap- 
ter. The first part contains a complaint against Judah, for having exceeded the guilt of her sister 
Israel ; whom God had already cast off for her idolatrous apostacy. The second is an exhortation 
to the people of Judah and Jerusalem to prevent, by repentance, the divine judgments. The Baby- 
lonian invasion is clearly and fully foretold, with all its attendant miseries ; and the shameless 
adulteries of the people are represented as the cause of this national ruin. — Dr. Blayney. 
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ritage of glo- 
ry, or, beauty. 
n Heb. from 
after me. 
oHeb. friend. 


unto me. But she returned not. And her treacherous sister 
Judah saw it. 

And 1 saw, when for all the causes whereby backsliding Israel 8 
committed adultery I had put her away, and given her a bill of 
divorce; yet her treacherous sister Judah feared not, but went 
and played the harlot also. 

And it came to pass through the ^ lightness of her whoredom, 9 
that she defiled the land, and committed adultery with stones 
and with stocks. 

And yet for all this her treacherous sister Judah hath not lo 
turned unto me with her whole heart, but ® feignedly, saith the 
Lord. 

And the Lord said unto me, The backsliding Israel hath ii 
justified herself more than treacherous Judah. 

Go and proclaim these words toward the north, and say, 12 
Return, thou backsliding Israel, saith the Lord; I will 
not cause mine anger to fall upon you : for I am merciful, 
saith the Lord, and I will not keep anger for ever. 

Only acknowledge thine iniquity, that thou hast transgressed 13 
against the Lord thy God, and hast scattered thy ways to the 
strangers under every green tree, and ye have not obeyed my 
voice, saith the Lord. 

Turn, O backsliding children, saith the Lord; for I am 14 
married unto you : and I will take you one of a city, and two 
of a family, and I will bring you to Zion : 

And I will give you ® pastors according to mine heart, which 15 
shall feed you with knowledge and understanding. 

And it shall come to pass, when ye be multiplied and in- 16 
creased in the land, in those days, saith the Lord, they shall 
say no more. The ark of the covenant of the Lord : neither 
shall it ^come to mind : neither shall they remember it ; neither 
shall they visit it ; neither shall ^ that be done any more. 

At that time they shall call Jerusalem the throne of the Lord; \7 
and all the nations shall be gathered unto it, to the name of the 
Lord, to Jerusalem : neither shall they walk any more after 
the ^ imagination of their evil heart. 

In those days the house of Judah shall walk ' with the house 18 
of Israel, and they shall come together out of the land of the 
north to the land that I have ^ given for an inheritance unto 
your fathers. 

But I said. How shall I put thee amon^ the children, and 19 
give thee a ^ pleasant land, ^ a goodly heritage of the host of 
nations? and I said. Thou shalt call me, My father; and shalt 
not turn away ® from me. 

Surely as a wife treacherously departeth from her ^ husband, 20 
so have ye dealt treacherously with me, O house of Israel, saith 
the Lord. 

A voice was heard upon the high places, weeping and sup- 21 
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plications of the children of Israel ; for they have perverted A.c. 612. 
their way, and they have forgotten the Lord their God. ' ' 

22 P Return, ye backsliding children, and I will heal your back- p hos.xIv. i. 
sliding. Behold, we come unto thee; for thou arf the Lord 

our God. 

23 Truly in vain zs salvation hoped for from the hills, and from 
the multitude of mountains : truly in the Lord our God is the 
salvation of Israel. 

24 For shame hath devoured the labour of our fathers from 
our youtli ; their flocks and their herds, their sons and their 
daughters. 

25 We lie down in our shame, and our confusion covereth us : 
for we have sinned against the Lord our God, we and our 
fathers, from our youth even unto this day, and have not obeyed 
the voice of the Lord our God. 

§ 8. Jeremiah describes y in prophetic anticipation y the Sorrows of the 
approaching Captivity. 

JEREMIAH IV. 

1 God calleth Israel by his promise. 3 lie exhorteth Judah to repentance by fearful 
judgments. A grievous lamentation for the miseries of Judah. 

1 If thou wilt return, O Israel, saith the Lord, ^return unto » Joel li. 12 . 
me : and if thou wilt put away thine abominations out of my 

sight, then shalt thou not remove. 

2 And thou shalt swear. The Lord liveth, in truth, in judg- 

ment, and in righteousness ; and the nations shall bless them- 
selves in him, and in him shall they ^ glory. J n.^xiv. 25 . 

3 For thus saith the Lord to the men of Judah and Jerusalem, 

Break up your fallow ground, and sow not among thorns. 

4 Circumcise yourselves to the Lord, and take away the fore- c cu. ix. 26 . 
skins of your heart, ye men of Judah and inhabitants of Jeru- 
salem : lest my fury come forth like fire, and burn that none 

can quench it^ because of the evil of your doings. 

5 Declare ye in Judah, and publish in Jerusalem ; and say, 

Blow ye the trumpet in the land : cry, gather together, and 
say. Assemble yourselves, and let us go into the defenced 
cities. 

6 Set up the standard toward Zion : ^ retire, stay not : for I d or, 

will bring evil from the ® north, and a great ^destruction. echTi. u,u, 

7 The lion is come up from his thicket, and the destroyer of f 
the Gentiles is on his way ; he is gone forth from his place to *”9- 
make thy land desolate ; and thy cities shall be laid waste, 
without an inhabitant. 

8 For this ^ gird you with sackcloth, lament and howl : for the gch. vi. 26 . 
fierce anger of the Lord is not turned back from us. 

9 And it shall come to pass at that day, saith the^ Lord, that 
the heart of the king sh^l perish, and the heart of the princes ; 


12 



384 


PERIOD SIXTH. 


[part XVI. 


A.C. C12. and the priests shall be astonished, and the prophets shall 
' wonder. 

Then said I, Ah, Lord God ! surely thou hast greatly de- 10 
ceived this people and Jerusalem, saying. Ye shall have peace ; 
whereas the sword reacheth unto the soul. 

At that time shall it be said to this people and to Jerusalem, ii 
A dry wind of the high places in the wilderness toward the 
daughter of my people, not to fan, nor to cleanse, 

^w?ndihln^^'' Even ^a full wind from those places shall come unto me: 12 
fiieb utter ^ ^ scutence against them. 

judgments. Behold, he shall come up as clouds, and his chariots shall he 13 
as a whirlwind : his horses are swifter than eagles. Woe unto 
us ! for we ai^e spoiled. 

lIb. i. ir,. Q Jerusalem, ^ wash thine heart from wickedness, that thou 14 
mayest be saved. How long shall thy vain thoughts lodge 
witliin thee ? 

ch. viii.ifi. For a voice declareth ^from Dan, and publishetli aflSiction 15 
from mount Ephraim. 

Make ye mention to the nations; behold, publish against 1 6 
Jerusalem, that watchers come from a far country, and give out 
their voice against the cities of Judah, 

As keepers of a field, are they against her round about; 17 
because she hath been rebellious against me, saith the Lord. 

^ ^^^y have procured these things unto is 

thee ; this is thy wickedness, because it is bitter, because it 
reacheth unto thine heart. 

^y ” bowels, my bowels ! I am pained at ''my very heart; 19 
)iit‘b the my heart maketh a noise in me ; I cannot hold my peace, be- 
cause thou hast heard, O my soul, the sound of the trumpet, 
the alarm of war. 

Destruction upon destruction is cried ; for the whole land is 20 
spoiled : suddenly are my tents spoiled, ajid my curtains in a 
moment. 


m Ps.cvii.l7 
Ts. 1. 1. 


n Is. xxii. 4. 
ch. ix. 1. 10. 
o lleb the 
walls of my 
heart. 


How long shall I see the standard, and hear the sound of the 21 
trumpet ? 

For my people is foolish, they have not known me ; they 22 
are sottish children, and they have none understanding : they 
are wise to do evil, but to do good they have no knowledge. 

I beheld the earth, and, lo, it was without form and void ; 23 
and the heavens, and they had no light. 

I beheld the mountains, and, lo, they trembled, and all the 24 
hills moved lightly. 

I beheld, and, lo, there was no man, and all the birds of the 25 
heavens were fled. 


I beheld, and, lo, the fruitful place was a wilderness, and all 26 
the cities thereof were broken down at the presence of the 
Lord, and by his fierce anger. 
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27 For thus hath the Lord said. The whole land shall be deso- A.c. 612. 

late ; p yet will I not make a full end. ^ch v. 

28 For this shall the earth mourn, and the heavens above be 
black : because I have spoken I have purposed lY, and will 
not repent, neither will I turn back from it. 

29 The whole city shall flee for the noise of the horsemen and 
bowmen ; they shall go into thickets, and climb up upon the 
rocks: every city s/ia// he forsaken, and not a man dwell 
therein. 

30 And when thou art spoiled, what wilt thou do ? Though thou 
clothest thyself with crimson, though thou deckest thee with 
ornaments of gold, though thou rentest thy ^ face with painting, q eyes. 
in vain shalt thou make thyself fair ; thy lovers will despise 

thee, they will seek thy life. 

31 For I have heard a voice as of a woman in travail, and the 
anguish as of her that bringeth forth her first child, the voice of 
the daughter of Zion, that bewaileth herself, that spreadeth her 
hands, saying^ Woe is me now ! for my soul is wearied because 
of murderers. 


JEREMIAH V. 

1 The judgments of God upon the Jews, for their perverseness, 7 for their adultery, 

10 /or their impiety, 19 /or their contempt of God, 25 and for their great corruption in 
the civil state, 30 and ecclesiastical. 

1 Run ye to and fro through the streets of Jerusalem, and see 
now, and know, and seek in the broad places thereof, if ye can 
find a mSfn, if there be any that execute th judgment, that 
seeketh the truth ; and I will pardon it. 

2 And though they say, The Lord liveth ; surely they swear 
falsely. 

3 O Lord, are not thine eyes upon the truth? thou hast 
^stricken them, but they have not grieved; thou hast con- 
sumed them, hut they have refused to receive correction : they 
have made their faces harder than a rock ; they have refused to 
return. 

4 Therefore I said. Surely these are poor ; they are foolish : 
for they know not the way of the Lord, nor the judgment of 
their God. 

5 I will get me unto the great men, and will speak unto them ; 
for they have known the way of the Lord, and the judgment 
of their God ; but these have altogether broken the yoke, and 
burst the bonds. 

6 Wherefore a lion out of the forest shall slay them, and a wolf 

of the ® evenings shall spoil them, a leopard shall watch over s Or, denru. 
their cities; every one that goeth out thence shall be torn in 
pieces : because their transgressions are many, and their back- 
slidings are * increased. . 

7 How shall I pardon thee for this? thy children have forsaken 
me, and sworn by them that are no gods : when I had fed them 

VOL. II. c c 
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u Ezok, xxii. 
11 . 


X Is. xxvili. 
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z Deut. 
xxviii. 49. 
ch. i. 15. & 
Vi. 22. 


a Lev. xxvi. 
16. Deut. 
xxviii, 31. 33, 


b ch. iv. 27. 


c ch. xiii. 22. 
& xvi, 10. 


d Is. vi. 9. 
Matt. xiii. H. 
John xii. 40. 
Acts xxviii. 
26. Rom.xi.8. 
e Heb. heart, 

f Job xxxviii. 
10, 11. Ps. 
civ. 9. 


to the full, they then committed adultery, and assembled them- 
selves by troops in the harlots’ houses. 

^ They were as fed horses in the morning : every one neighed 8 
after his neighbour’s wife. 

Shall I not visit for these things ? saith the Lord : and shall 9 
not my soul be avenged on such a nation as this ? 

Go ye up upon her walls, and destroy ; but make not a 10 
full end: take away her battlements; for they are not the 
Lord’s. 

For the house of Israel and the house of Judah have dealt 11 
very treacherously against me, saith the Lord. 

They have belied the Lord, and said, ^ It is not he; 12 
neither shall evil come upon us ; neither shall we see sword 
nor famine : 

And the prophets shall become wind, and the word is not in 13 
them : thus shall it be done unto them. 

Wherefore thus saith the Lord God of hosts. Because ye 14 
speak this word, ^ behold, I will make my words in thy 
mouth fire, and this people wood, and it shall devour them. 

Lo, I will bring a ’'nation upon you from far, O house of 15 
Israel, saith the Lord : it is a mighty nation, it is an ancient 
nation, a nation whose language thou knowest not, neither un- 
derstandest what they say. 

Their quiver is as an open sepulchre, they are all mighty men. 16 

And they shall eat up thine ® harvest, and thy bread, which 17 
thy sons and thy daughters should eat : they shall eat up thy 
flocks and thine herds : they shall eat up thy vines and thy fig 
trees : they shall impoverish thy fenced cities, wherein thou 
trustedst, with the sword. 

Nevertheless in those days, saith the Lord, I ^ will not make I8 
a full end with you. 

And it shall come to pass, when ye shall say, Wherefore 19 
doeth the Lord our God all these things unto us ? then shalt 
thou answer them. Like as ye have forsaken me, and served 
strange gods in your land, so shall ye serve strangers in a land 
that is not your’s. 

Declare this in the house of Jacob, and publish it in Judah, 20 
saying. 

Hear now this, O ^foolish people, and without ® understand- 21 
ing ; which have eyes, and see not ; which have ears, and hear 
not : 

Fear ye not me? saith the Lord : will ye not tremble at 22 
my presence, which have placed the sand^or the ^ bound of the 
sea by a perpetual decree, that it cannot pass it : and though 
the waves thereof toss themselves, yet can they not prevau ; 
though they roar, yet can they not pass over it ? 

But this people hath a revolting and a rebellious heart; they 23 
are revolted and gone. 
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24 Neither say they in their heart. Let us now fear the Lord 
our God, that giveth rain, both the » former and the latter, in 
his season : he reserveth unto us the appointed weeks of the 
harvest. 

25 Your iniquities have turned away these things^ and your sins 
have withholden good things from you. 

26 For among my people are found wicked men : ^ they lay 
wait, as he that setteth snares; they set a trap, they catch 
men. 

27 As a ^ cage is full of birds, so are their houses full of deceit : 
therefore they are become great, and waxen rich. 

28 They are waxen ^ fat, they shine ; yea, they overpass the 
deeds of the wicked : they judge not ^ the cause, the cause of 
the fatherless, yet they prosper ; and the right of the needy do 
they not judge. 

29 Shall I not visit for these things ? saith the Lord : shall not 
my soul be avenged on such a nation as this ? 

30 ^ A wonderful and horrible thing is committed in the land ; 

31 The prophets prophesy "falsely, and the priests bear rule 
by their means ; and my people love to have it so : and what 
will ye do in the end thereof ? 

JEREMIAH VI. 


A.C. 612. 

g Deut. xi. 14. 


Ox, they pry 
as fowlers lie 
in wait. 


i Or, coop. 


k Deut.xxxii. 
15. 

1 Is. i. 25. 
Zech. vii. 10. 


m Or, Js/o- 
nishment and 
filthiness. 
u ch. xiv. 14. 
&xxiii. 25,20. 
E'/.ck. xiii. 6. 
o Or, take into 
their hands. 


1 The enemies sent against Judah 4 encourage themselves. 6 God setteth them on work 
because of their sms. 9 The prophet lamenteth the judgments of God because of their 
sins. 1 8 He proclaimeth God's wrath. 26 He calleth the people to mourn for the 
judgment on their sins. 

1 O ye children of Benjamin, gather yourselves to flee out of 
the midst of Jerusalem, and blow the trumpet in Tekoa, and 
set up a sign of fire in Beth-haccerem : for evil appeareth out 
of the north, and great destruction. 

2 I have likened the daughter of Zion to a Pcomelv and deli- 
cate woman. 

3 The shepherds with their flocks shall come unto her ; they 
shall pitch their tents against her round about; they shall feed 
every one in his place. 

4 Prepare ye war against her ; arise, and let us go up at noon. 

Woe unto us ! for the day goeth away, for the shadows of the 
evening are stretched out. 

5 Arise, and let us go by night, and let us destroy her palaces. 

6 For thus hath the Lord of hosts said. Hew ye down trees, 

and ^cast a mount against Jerusalem: this is the city to be 
visited ; she is wholly oppression in the midst of her. shot. 

7 ^ As a fountain casteth out her waters, so she casteth out her ^ 
wickedness: violence and spoil is heard in her; before me con- 
tinually is grief and wounds. 

8 Be thou instructed, O Jerusalem, lest my soul ® depart from 

thee ; lest I make thee desolate, a land not inhabited. disjointed. 

9 Thus saith the Lord of hosts, They shall thoroughly glean 

c c 2 
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the remnant of Israel as a vine : turn back thine hand as a 
gr^egatherer into the baskets. 

To whom shall I speak, and give warning, that they may lo 
hear ? behold, their ^ ear is uncircumcised, and they cannot 
hearken : behold, the word of the Lord is unto them a re- 
proach ; they have no delight in it. 

Therefore I am full of the fury of the Lord; I am weary ii 
with holding in : I will pour it out upon the children abroad, 
and upon the assembly of young men together : for even the 
husband with the wife shall be taken, the aged with him that is 
full of days. 

And their houses shall be turned unto others, with their fields 12 
and wives together : for I will stretch out my hand upon the 
inhabitants of the land, saitli the Lord. 

For from the least of them even unto the greatest of them 13 
every one is given to " covetousness ; and from the prophet 
even unto the priest every one dealeth falsely. 

They have * healed also the ^ hurt of the daughter of my peo- 14 
pie slightly, saying. Peace, peace; when there is no peace. 

Were they ^ashamed when they had committed abomination? 1.5 
nay, they were not at all ashamed, neither could they blush : 
therefore they shall fall among them that fall: at the time that 
I visit them they shall be cast down, saith the Lord. 

Thus saith the Lord, stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask 16 
for the ® old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and 
ye shall find ^ rest for your souls. But they said, We will not 


Also I set watchmen over you, saying^ Hearken to the sound 17 
of the trumpet. But they said, We will not hearken. 

Therefore hear, ye nations, and know, O congregation, what 18 
is among them. 

Hear, O earth: behold, 1 will bring evil upon this people, 19 
even the fruit of their thoughts, because they have not heark- 
ened unto my words, nor to my law, but rejected it. 
ixvLk Anws what purpose cometh there to me incense from Sheba, 20 

6* &c sweet cane from a far country ? your burnt offerings 

are not acceptable, nor your sacrifices sweet unto me. 

Therefore thus saith the Lord, Behold, I will lay stumbling 21 
blocks before this people, and the fathers and the sons together 
shall fall upon them ; the neighbour and his friend shall perish. 

Thus saith the Lord, Behold, a people cometh from the 22 
J &x‘22 ^ country, and a great nation shall be raised from the sides 
of the earth. 

They shall lay hold on bow and spear ; they are cruel, 23 
and have no mercy ; their voice roareth like the sea ; and they 
ride upon horses, set in array as men for war against thee, O 
daughter of Zion. 

We have heard the fame thereof : our hands wax feeble : 24 
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anguish hath taken hold of us, and pain, as of a woman in tra- A.c. C12. 
vail. ' ' 

25 Go not forth into the field, nor walk by the way ; for the 
sword of the enemy and fear is on every side. 

26 O daughter of my people, ® gird thee with sackcloth, ^and wal- ech. iv. s. 
low thyself in ashes : make thee mourning, for an only son, 

most bitter lamentation : for the spoiler shall suddenly come 
upon us. 

27 I have set thee for a tower and ^ a fortress among my people, ^ 

that thou mayest know and try their way. 

28 They are all grievous revolters, walking with slanders : they 

are ^ brass and iron ; they are all corrupters. h^Ezek.xxn. 

29 The bellows are burned, the lead is consumed of the fire ; 
the founder melteth in vain : for the wicked are not plucked 
away. 

30 ^ ^ Reprobate silver shall mew call them, because theLoRDii» > p; 

hath rejected them. silver. 


§ 9 . Habakkuk predicts the punishment of the people for their backsliding. 

HABAKKUK I 

1 Unto Habakkuk t complaining of the iniquity of the land, 6 is shewed the fearful 
vengeance by the Chaldeans. 12 He complaineth that vengeance should be executed 
by them who are far worse. 

1 The burden which Habakkuk the prophet did see. 

2 O Lord, how long shall I cry, and thou wilt not hear ! even 
cry out unto thee violence, and thou wilt not save ! 

3 Why dost thou shew me iniquity, and cause me to behold 


As the prophet Habakkuk makes no mention of the Assyrians, and speaks of the Chaldean 
invasion as near at hand, chap. i. 5. ii. 3. iii. 2. he probably lived after the destruction of the 
Assyrian army in the fall of Nineveh. Habakkuk, therefore, was nearly contemporary with, and 
predicted the same events as, Jeremiah. Many suppose that Jeremiah and Habakkuk remained amidst 
the sad scenes of their desolate and deserted land, rather than follow their countrymen into captivity. 
In the first chapter the prophet expostulates with God on account of the wickedness and violence 
of the Jews — and the Almighty is then represented as declaring he would work an incredible 
w'ork in their days, ver. 5 ; and that he would raise up the Chaldeans, who should march through 
the breadth of the land, and possess their dwelling places, ver. (i ; and describes their victories, 
fierceness, and rapidity; foreshowing the punishment and pride of the victors, their false confidence 
in their gods, and in ver. 11. the change and insanity of Nebuchadnezzar — he ends by pleading 
the cause of his countrymen, as more righteous than those God had established for their correction, 
ver. 13. In chap. ii. is revealed to him in the vision, that the general expectation of those who 
lived by faith should surely come ; though it must tarry the “ appointed time.” He then foretells 
the destruction of Babylon, which had “ spoiled many nations and of those evil kings who 
gathered unto themselves all people, who should then find that their gods of wood, and of stone, 
had “ no breath at all in the midst of them,” ver. 19, and “that the Lord only is to be feared in 
his holy temple.” The Talmudists apply this prophecy, ver. 3, 4. to the advent of the Messiah. 
The, temporal deliverance of the Jews from their captivity, predicted in this chapter, may be con- 
sidered as a type of their spiritual deliverance and restoration. Habakkuk concludes his prophecies 
with a beautiful prayer or hymn ; which the ancient fathers considered as allusive to the Messiah ; 
it finishes with a declaration of the prophet’s entire confidence in God, which no change of circum- 
stances could affect. It is supposed from the last verse, and from the word Selah being mentioned 
three times, that this prayer was set to music, and performed in the service of the temple. Habak- 
kuk is cited as an inspired person by the evangelical writers. Compare Habak. ii. 4. with Heb. 
X. 37» 38. Rom. i. 17* Gal. iii. 11 ; and Acts xiii. 41. with Hab. i. o. — Gray’s Key in loc. ; Wells; 
Patrick. 
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A.C. 612. 


a Job xxl. 7. 
Jer. xii. 1. 
b Or, wretted. 

c Acts xiii.41. 


d Fulfilled, 

2 Chr. xxxvi. 
6 . 

eHeb. 

breadths. 

f Or, from 
them shall 
proceed the 
judgment of 
these.) and the 
captivity of 
these. 

g Heb. sharp. 
hZeph. iii.3. 

i Or, the sup- 
ping up of 
their faces 
or, their faces 
shall look to- 


grievance ? for spoiling and violence are before me : and there 
are that raise up strife and contention. 

Therefore the law is slacked, and judgment doth never go 4 
forth ; for the * wicked doth compass about the righteous ; 
therefore wrong judgment proceedeth. 

® Behold ye among the heatlien, and regard, and wonder 5 
marvellously : for / will work a work in your days, which ye 
will not believe, though it be told you. 

For, lo, raise up the Chaldeans, that bitter and hasty 6 
nation, which shall march through the ® breadth of the land, to 
possess the dwelling places that are not their’s. 

They are terrible and dreadful : ^ their judgment and their 7 
dignity shall proceed of themselves. 

Their horses also are swifter than the leopards, and are more 8 
« fierce than the '* evening wolves : and their horsemen shall 
spread themselves, and their horsemen shall come from far ; they 
shall fly as the eagle that hasteth to eat. 

They shall come all for violence: '•'their faces shall sup 9 
up as the east wind, and they shall gather the captivity as the 
sand. 


kHeb. And they shall scolF at the kings, and the princes shall be a 10 
potuion of scorn unto them : they shall deride every strong hold ; for they 
ward the east. shall heap dust, and take it. 

Then shall his mind change, and he shall pass over, and of- 1 1 
fend, imputing this his power unto his god. 

Art thou not from everlasting, O Lord my God, mine Holy 12 
One? we shall not die. O Lord, thou hast ordained them for 
judgment; and, 0 ^mighty God, thou hast ™ established them 
joundect. for correctioD. 


Ihou art of purer eyes than to behold evil, and canst not 13 
ancel^^^^'^ look on " iniquity: wherefore lookest thou upon them that deal 
treacherously, and boldest thy tongue when the wicked devour- 
eth the man that is more righteous than he ? 

0 Or, moving, makcst mcu as the fishes of the sea, as the "creeping 14 

things, that have no ruler over them ? 

They take up all of them with the angle, they catch them in 15 
^ Or, flue net. gather them in their p drag : therefore they re- 

joice and are glad. 

Therefore they sacrifice unto their net, and burn incense 16 
unto their drag ; because by them their portion is fat, and their 
?Hebjlc^’ ^ plenteous. 

Shall they therefore empty their net, and not spare continu- 17 
ally to slay the nations? 
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HABAKKUK 11. 

I Unto Habakkukf waiting for an answer ^ is shewed that he must wait by faith. 5 The 
judgment upon the Chaldean for unsatiablenessy 9 for covetousnessy 12 for cruelty ^ 

15 for drunkenness y 18 and for idolatry. 

1 I will ® Stand upon my watch, and set me upon the ^ tower, A.c. 612. 
and will watch to see wnat he will say “ unto me, and what I 8 Is. xxi. 8.11. 
shall answer ^ y when I am reproved. 

2 And the Lord answered me, and said, Write the vision, and “qJ* 
make it plain upon tables, that he may run that readeth it. am argued 

3 For the vision is yet for an appointed time, but at the end it \ 


tvilh. 
y Heb. upon 


shall speak, and not lie : though it tarry, wait for it ; because it 


, I - , , -- - ox, arguing. 

will ^ surely come, it will not tarry. 2 Heb. x. 'ar. 

4 Behold, his soul which is lifted up is not upright in him : but 

the ^just shall live by his faith. Rom 

5 ^ Yea also, because he transgresseth by wine, w a proud cai. iii. 11.’ 
man, neither keepeth at home, who enlargeth his desire as hell, bOr,//aw 
and is as death, and cannot be satisfied, but gathereth unto him 

all nations, and heapeth unto him all people : 

6 Shall not all these take up a parable against him, and a 
taunting proverb against him, and say, Woe to him that in- cor, 
creaseth that which is not his ! how long ? and to him that ladeth 
himself with thick clay ! 

7 Shall they not rise up suddenly that shall bite thee, and 
awake that shall vex thee, and thou shalt be for booties unto 
them ? 

8 Because thou hast spoiled many nations, all the remnant of 

the people shall spoil thee; because of men’s ^ blood, and for Ciiieh. bloods. 
the violence of the land, of the city, and of all that dwell 
therein. 

9 Woe to him that ^ ^coveteth an evil covetousness to his house, e Jer.xxii. 13 . 
that he may set his nest on high, that he may be delivered from on 

the ^ power of evil ! g Heh.paim 

10 Thou hast consulted shame to thy house by cutting off many 
people, and hast sinned against thy soul. 

11 For the stone shall cry out of the wall, and the beam out ofor/aX«^«y 

the timber shall ^answer it. j dr, 

12 Woe to him that buildeth a town with ^ ^ bloody and stablisheth k Exek. xxiv. 

a city bv iniquity ! 1 1 , „ 'hTJooJ: 

13 Behold, is it not of the Lord of hosts that the people shall 
labour in the very fire, and the people shall weary themselves 
^ for very vanity ? 

14 For the earth shall be filled with the ® knowledge of the n Or, by know- 

glory of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea. ^/thl^LORD. 

15 Woe unto him that giveth his neighbour drink, that puttest ® 
thy bottle to Aim, and makest him drunken also, that thou 
rarest look on their nakedness ! 

16 Thou art filled with shame for glory : drink thou also, and 


m Or,t« vain. 
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A.C. 612. let thy foreskin be uncovered : the cup of the Lord’s right 
' hand shall be turned unto thee, and shameful spewing shall be 
on thy glory. 

For tlie violence of Lebanon shall cover thee, and the spoil 17 
of beasts, which made them afraid, because of men’s blood, and 
for the violence of the land, of the city, and of all that dwell 
therein. 

What profiteth the graven image that the maker thereof is 
hath graven it; the molten image, and a p teacher of lies, 
q Heb.<Aff/a- that the maker of his work trusteth therein, to make dumb 

fathion. lUOlS 

Woe unto him that saith to the wood, Awake; to the dumb 19 
stone. Arise, it shall teach ! Behold, it is laid over with gold 
and silver, and there is no breath at all in the midst of it. 
rPs. xi. 4. But ^ the Lord is in his holy temple : ® let all the earth keep 20 
lent all the silence bciore him. 

earth before 
him. 

HABAKKUK III. 


1 Habakkuk in his sprayer trembleth at God's majesty. 17 The confidence of his faith. 


t Or, accord- 
ing to variable 
sougSf or, 
tunes, called 
in Hebrew, 
Shigionoth. 
u Heb. thy 
report, or, 
thy hearing. 

X Or, preserve 
alive. 
y Or, the 
•outh. 

% Or, bright 
beams out of 
his side. 
a Or, burning 
diseases. 


b Or, 
Ethiopia, 
c Or, under 
affliction, or, 
vanity. 


d Or, thy 
chariots were 
salvation. 


A prayer of Habakkuk the prophet * upon Shigionoth. i 

0 Lord, I have heard thy speech, and was afraid : O Lord, 2 
^revive thy work in the midst of the years, in the midst of the 
years make known ; in wrath remember mercy. 

God came from ^ Teman, and the Holy One from mount 3 
Paran. Selah. His glory covered the heavens, and the earth 
was full of his praise. 

And his brightness was as the light ; he had ^ horns coming 4 
out of his hand : and there was the hiding of his power. 

Before him went the pestilence, and ^ burning coals went 5 
forth at his feet. 

He stood, and measured the earth : he beheld, and drove 6 
asunder the nations ; and the everlasting mountains were 
scattered, the perpetual hills did bow : his ways are everlast- 
ing. 

1 saw the tents of ^ Cushan ® in affliction : and the curtains of 7 
the land of Midian did tremble. 

Was the Lord displeased against the rivers? was thine 8 
anger against the rivers ? was thy wrath against the sea, that 
thou didst ride upon thine horses and ^ thy chariots of salva- 
tion ? 


Thy bow was made quite naked, according to the oaths of 9 
tribes, even thy word. Selah. ® Thou didst cleave the 
rivers of earth with rivers. 

f Joirx 12 . mountains saw thee, and they trembled : the overflow- 10 
’ ing of the water passed by: the deep uttered his voice, and 
up his hands on high. 

%ntheiigiu,^'c. ^ The suii awc? moon stood still in their habitation : «attheii 
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light of thine '* arrows they went, and at the shining of thy A.c. 612 . 
glittering spear. _ 

12 Thou didst march through the land in indignation, thou didst 
thresh the heathen in anger. 

13 Thou wen test forth for the salvation of thy people, even for 
salvation with thine anointed ; thou woundedst the head out of 
the house of the wicked, ^ by discovering: the foundation unto ^ 
the neck. Selah. 

14 Thou didst strike through with his staves the head of his 
villages : they ^ came out as a whidwind to scatter me : their } 

. ^ , tempestuous. 

rejoicing teas as to devour the poor secretly. 

1 5 Thou didst walk through the sea with thine horses, through 

the ^ heap of great waters. i or, mud. 

16 When I heard, my belly trembled; my lips quivered at the 
voice : rottenness entered into my bones, and I trembled in 
myself, that I might rest in the day of trouble : when he 
cometh up unto the people, he will ^ invade them with his 

s ^ * * them in pieces. 

troops. 

17 Although the fig tree shall not blossom, neither shall fruit he 

in the vines; the labour of the olive shall ” fail, and the fields » Heb. ue. 
shall yield no meat ; the flock shall be cut off from the fold, 
and there shall be no herd in the stalls : 

18 Yet 1 will rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the God of my 
salvation. 

19 The Lord God is my strength, and he will make my feet 
like ® hinds’ feeL and he will make me to walk upon mine high 

1 rn , 1 1 • r • ...» 1 • . o 34 . Ps. xvni. 

places. 1 o the chief singer on my p stringed instruments. 33. 


§ 10. Jeremiah exhorts the People to Repentance y and laments the Miseries 
of the People on the near Approach of the Captivity. 

JEREMIAH VII 

I Jeremiah is sent to call for true repentancey to prevent the Jews* captivity. 8 He 
rejecteth their vain confidence, 12 by the example of Shiloh. 17 He threateneth 
them for their idolatry. 21 He rejecteth the sacrifices of the disobedient. 29 He 
exhorteth to mourn for their abominations in Tophet, 32 and the judgments for the 
same. 


p Heb. negi- 
noUs. 


The word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord, saying. 
Stand in the gate of the Lord’s house, and proclaim there 


These four chapters are inserted in this place on the authority of Dr. Blayney ; who sup- 
poses them to have been delivered soon after the predictions in the previous chapters. Besides 
the prophets who were commissioned to announce the approaching calamities of the Jews, there 
were others who flattered the people by opposite predictions. They taught them to look upon 
such threats as groundless. God, they said, would have too much regard for his own honour to 
permit the temple to be defiled, and the seat of his holiness given to strangers. Jeremiah is 
commanded to shew the fallacy of these assertions; which he does by pointing to the fate of 
Israel. 

From ver. 1 to 16. God justifies the severity of his proceedings by a representation of the peo- 
ple’s impiety and idolatry ; and God assures the Jews that he would do unto Jerusalem what 
he had done unto Shiloh; and that he would cast the people of Judah out of his sight; as he 
had already done those of Israel, for their wickedness : and ends with a declaration that their 
sacrifices were unacceptable while they continued deaf to the calls of God’s messengers. From 
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A.c. 612 .^ this word, and say? Hear the word of the Lord, all ye of Judah, 

^ * that enter in at these gates to worship the Lord. 

ach.xviii.i 8 . Thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, * Amend 3 
& XXVI. 13. ways and your doings, and I will cause you to dwell in 

this place. 

Trust ye not in lying words, saying, The temple of the 4 
Lord, The temple of the Lord, The temple of the Lord, are 
these. 

For if ye throughly amend your ways and your doings; if 5 
ye throughly execute judgment between a man and his neigh- 
bour ; 

^ye oppress not the stranger, the fatherless, and the widow, 6 
and shed not innocent blood in this place, neither walk after 
other gods to your hurt : 

Then will I cause you to dwell in this place, in the land that 7 
I gave to your fathers, for ever and ever. 

Behold, ye trust in lying words, that cannot profit. 8 

Will ye steal, murder, and commit adultery, and swear falsely, 9 
and burn incense unto Baal, and walk after other gods whom ye 
know not ; 

l^n^mynat^ And come and stand before me in this house, ^ which is 10 
is called. called by my name, and say. We are delivered to do all these 
abominations ? 

dMatt^’xxi ^ liousc, which is Called by my name, become a ^ den 11 

]3. Markxi! of robbers in your eyes ? Behold, even I have seen it, saith the 

17.Lukexix. 

But go ye now unto my place which was in Shiloh, where 1 12 
e 1 Sam. iv. set my name at the first, and see ® what I did to it for the 
/xxviu.^ 60 . wickedness of my people Israel. 

ch. xxvi. 6. now, because ye have done all these works, saith the 13 

Lord, and I spake unto you, rising up early and speaking, but 
is^uv 12 ^ & y® heard not; and I ^called you, but ye answered not; 
ixvi. 4 .' Therefore will I do unto this house, which is called by my 14 

name, wherein ye trust, and unto the place which I gave to you 
fo^ if your fathers, as I have done to ^ Shiloh. 

ch^xxvf 6 ^ y^^ ^y ^ 

' your brethren, even the whole seed of Ephraim. 


ver. 29. to chap. viii. 3. a heavy sentence is denounced both against the dead and the living. From 
ver. 4. to 13. the incorrigibility of the people is reproved, and they are threatened with grievous 
calamities. In the three following verses the prophet addresses his countrymen in his own person ; 
as one of the people that dwelt in open towns ; and advises those in the like situation to retire with 
him into some fortified cities, during the time of danger and distress. In ver. 17* God declares he 
will bring foes against them that should be irresistible. The prophet then bewails that no remedy 
can be found to close up the w'ounds of his country, and pathetically weeps over the number of her 
slain. In chap. ix. Jeremiah continues to give vent to his lamentations at the foresight of the cala- 
mities which the Chaldeans would inflict upon the Jews. Ver. 23, 24. forbid setting value on any 
personal endowment ; for God delights in those only who understand and know him. The 10th 
chapter begins with an earnest appeal to the people to dissuade them from the practice of heathen 
idolatry ; Jerusalem, at ver. 16, is introduced lamenting the completion of her ruin, and supplicating 
God’s mercy. — Dr. Blayney. 
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16 Therefore ^ pray not thou for this people, neither lift up cry A.c. 612. 
nor prayer for them, neither make intercession to me : for I 

will not hear thee. J}* 

17 Seest thou not what they do in the cities of Judah and in the 
streets of Jerusalem ? 

18 ^The children gather wood, and the fathers kindle the fire, ich. xiiv.ig. 
and the women knead their dough, to make cakes to the ^ queen 

of heaven, and to pour out drink offerings unto other gods, ship of heaven, 
that they may provoke me to anger. 

19 Do they provoke me to anger ? saith the Lord : do they not 
provoke themselves to the confusion of their own faces ? 

20 Therefore thus saith the Lord God; Behold, mine anger 
and my fury shall be poured out upon this place, upon man, 
and upon beast, and upon the trees of the field, and upon the 
fruit of the ground ; and it shall burn, and shall not be 
quenched. 

21 Thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel; ^ Put your 

burnt offerings unto your sacrifices, and eat flesh. v.' 2 i. see”* 

22 For I spake not unto your fathers, nor commanded them in 

the day that I brought them out of the land of Egypt, “con- 
cerning burnt offerings or sacrifices: matter of. 

23 But this thing commanded I them, saying, " Obey my voice, n Deut. vi. 3 . 
and ° I will be your God, and ye shall be my people : and walk 0 Ex. x’jx. 5. 
ye in all the ways that I have commanded you, that it may be 

well unto you. 

24 But they hearkened not, nor inclined their ear, but walked 
in the counsels and in the ^ imagination of their evil heart, and 

^ went backward, and not forward. q Heb. were. 


25 Since the day that your fathers came forth out of the land of 
Egypt unto this day I have even sent unto you all my servants 
the prophets, daily rising up early and sending them : 

26 Yet they hearkened not unto me, nor inclined their ear, but 

hardened their neck : ® they did worse than their fathers. ® 

27 Therefore thou shalt speak all these words unto them ; but 
they will not hearken to thee : thou shalt also call unto them ; 
but they will not answer thee. 

28 But thou shalt say unto them, This is a nation that obeyeth 

not the voice of the Lord their God, nor receiveth ^ correction : i»*iruc 

truth is perished, and is cut off from their mouth. 

29 Cut off thine hair, O Jerusalem^ and cast it away, and take up 
a lamentation on high places ; for the Lord hath rejected and 
forsaken the generation of his wrath. 

30 For the children of Judah have done evil in my sight, saith 
the Lord : they have set their abominations in the house which 
is called by my name, to pollute it 

31 And they have built the “high places of Tophet, which 

in the valley of the son of Hinnom, to burn their sons and their 
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A-C- daughters in the fire ; which I commanded them not, neither 
x^.came * Came it into my heart. 

ttupnn my Therefore, behold, ^ the days come, saith the Lord, that it 32 
y ch. xix. 6. shall no more be called Tophet, nor the valley of the son of 
Hinnom, but the valley of slaughter : for they shall bury in 
Tophet, till there be no place. 

cif ^ carcases of this people shall be meat for the fowls 33 

xxxiv.* 2 o’ of the heaven, and for the beasts of the earth; and none shall 
fray them away. 

ch.\vL 9 & Then will I cause to ® cease from the cities of Judah, and 34 
XXV. 10. & from the streets of Jerusalem, the voice of mirth, and the voice 
£zek. xxvi. of gladness, the voice of the bridegroom, and the voice of the 
13. Ho8.ii.li. jjg desolate. 


JEREMIAH VIII. 

1 The calamity of the Jews^ both dead and alive. 4 He upbraideth their foolish and 

shameless impenitency. 13 He shetueth their grievous judgment ^ 18 and bewaileth 

their desperate estate. 

At that time, saith the Lord, they shall bring out the i 
bones of the kings of Judah, and the bones of his princes, 
and the bones of the priests, and the bones of the prophets, 
and the bones of the inhabitants of Jerusalem, out of their 
graves : 

And they shall spread them before the sun, and the moon, 2 
and all the host of heaven, whom they have loved, and whom 
they have served, and after whom they have walked, and whom 
they have sought, and whom they have worshipped : they shall 
not be gathered, nor be buried ; they shall be for dung upon 
the face of the earth. 

And death shall be chosen rather than life by all the residue 3 
of them that remain of this evil family, which remain in all 
the places whither I have driven them, saith the Lord of 
hosts. 

Moreover thou shalt say unto them. Thus saith the Lord ; 4 
Shall they fall, and not arise ? shall he turn away, and not 
return ? 

Why then is this people of Jerusalem slidden back by a 5 
perpetual backsliding? they hold fast deceit, they refuse to 
return. 

I hearkened and heard, hut they spake not aright : no man 6 
repented him of his wickedness, saying. What have I done ? 
every one turned to his course, as the horse rusheth into the 
battle. 

b Is. i. 3. Yea, the stork in the heaven knoweth her appointed times ; 7 
and the turtle and the crane and the swallow observe the time 
of their coming; but my people know not the judgment of the 
Lord. 
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8 How do ye say. We are wise, and the law of the Lord is A.c. 612. 

with us ? Lo, certainly ® in vain made he it ; the pen of the c^th^,e 
scribes is in vain. ^ilribiswork- 

9 The wise men are ashamed, they are dismayed and taken : 

lo, they have rejected the word of the Lord; and ^what wis- /ch.vi. is. 
dom IS in them ? _ ml’t/eT 

10 Therefore will I give their wives unto others, and their fields 

to them that shall inherit them : for every one from the least of 
even unto the greatest is given to « covetousness, from the pro- 
phet even unto the priest every one dealeth falsely. 

11 For they have ^ healed the hurt of the daughter of my people h ch. vi. 14. 

slightly, saying, ^ Peace, peace ; when there is no peace. i Ezek. xin. 

12 Were they ^ashamed when they had committed abomina- k^ch. hi. 3 . 
tion ? nay, they were not at all ashamed, neither could they ^ 
blush : therefore shall they fall among them that fall : in the 

time of their visitation they shall be cast down, saith the 
Lord. 

13 ^ I will surely consume them, saith the Lord : there shall 

no grapes ^ on the vine, nor figs on the ” fig tree, and the leaf consume. 
shall fade ; and the things that I have given them shall pass 
away from them. 

14 Why do we sit still ? assemble yourselves, and let us enter 
into the defenced cities, and let us be silent there: for the 
Lord our God hath put us to silence, and given us ° water of o ch. ix. is. 

P gall to drink, because we have sinned against the Lord. p Or, poison. 

15 We ^ looked for peace, but no good came ; and for a time of q ch. xiv. 19 . 
health, and behold trouble ! 

16 The snorting of his horses was heard from ^ Dan : the whole r ch. iv. is. 
land trembled at the sound of the neighing of his strong ones ; 

for they are come, and have devoured the land, and ® all that is » Reb. the 
in it ; the city, and those that dwell therein. fulness there- 

in For, behold, I will send serpents, cockatrices, among you, 

which will not be ^charmed, and they shall bite you, saith the tP8.iviii.4,5. 
Lord. 

18 When I would comfort myself against sorrow, my heart is 

faint " in me. “p®”* 

19 Behold the voice of the cry of the daughter of my peo- 
ple ^because of them that dwell in a far country : /snot the^Heb. 
Lord in Zion ? is not her king in her? Why have they pro- lllntryof^ 
yoked me to anger with their graven images, and with strange 
vanities ? 

20 The harvest is past, the summer is ended, and we are not 
saved. 

21 For the hurt of the daughter of my people am I hurt ; I am 
black ; astonishment hath taken hold on me. 

22 Is there no ^ balm in Gilead; is there no physician there? 

why then is not the health of the daughter of my people * re- z Heb. gone 
covered ? 
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a Heb. Who 
tvill give my 
head, ^c. 
b Is. xxii. 4. 
Gh. iv. 19. & 
xiii. 17. 


c ch. xii. 6. 
Mic. vii. 5, 6 
d Ox, friend. 


f Ps. xii. 2. & 
cxx. 3. 

g Ps. xxviii.3. I 

h Heb. in the 
midst of him. 
i Or, wait for 
him. 

k ch. V. 9. 29. 


1 Or, pa«- 
tures. 

m Or, deso~ 
late. 

n Heb. /row 
the fowl even 
to, %c. 

0 ch. X.22. 

p Heb. deso- 
lation. 


q Or, stub- 
bornness. 


JEREMIAH IX. 

1 Jeremiah lamenteth the Jews for their manifold sinsi 9 and for their judgment. 

12 Disobedience is the cause of their bitter calamity. IT He exhorteth to mourn for 

their destruction, 23 and to trust not in themselves, but in Ood. 25 He threateneth 

both Jews and Gentiles, 

Oh ® ^ that my head were waters, and mine eyes a fountain i 
^ of tears, that I might weep day and night for the slain of the 
daughter of my people ! 

Oh that I had in the wilderness a lodging place of wayfaring 2 
men ; that I might leave my people, and go from them ! for 
they he all adulterers, an assembly of treacherous men. 

And they bend their tongues like their bow for lies : but 3 
they are not valiant for the truth upon the earth;' for they 
proceed from evil to evil, and they know not me, saith the 
Lord. 

°Take ye heed everyone of his ^ neighbour, and trust ye 4 
' not in any brother : for every brother will utterly supplant, 
and every neighbour will walk with slanders. 

And they will ® deceive every one his neighbour, and will 5 
not speak the truth : they have taught their tongue to speak 
lies, and weary themselves to commit iniquity. 

Thine habitation is in the midst of deceit; through deceit 6 
th^ refuse to know me, saith the Lord. 

Therefore thus saith the Lord of hosts. Behold, I will melt 7 
them, and try them ; for how shall I do for the daughter of my 
people ? 

Their tongue is as an arrow shot out ; it speaketh ^ deceit : 8 
one speaketh ^ peaceably to his neighbour with his mouth, but 
^ in heart he layeth ' his wait. 

^ Shall I not visit them for these things ? saith the Lord : 9 
shall not my soul be avenged on such a nation as this ? 

For the mountains will 1 take up a weeping and wailing, 10 
and for the ^ habitations of the wilderness a lamentation, because 
they are ^ burned up, so that none can pass through them ; 
neither can men hear the voice of the cattle ; " both the fowl of 
the heavens and the beast are fled ; they are gone. 

And I will make Jerusalem heaps, and ® a den of dragons ; 1 1 
and I will make the cities of Judah p desolate, without an in- 
habitant. 

Who is the wise man, that may understand this ? and who is 12 
he to whom the mouth of the Lord hath spoken, that he may 
declare it, for what the land perisheth and is burned up likd a 
wilderness, that none passeth through ? 

And the Lord saith. Because they have forsaken my law 13 
which I set before them, and have not obeyed my voice, neither 
walked therein ; 

But have walked after the ^ imagination of their own heart, 14 
and after Baalim, which their fathers taught them : 
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15 Therefore thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel; A.c. eii. 
Behold, I will feed them, even this people, ^ with wormwood, 

and give them water of gall to drink. * 

16 I will scatter them also among the heathen, whom neither 

they nor their fathers have known : ® and I will send a sword * Lev.xxvi. 
after them, till I have consumed them. 

17 Thus saith the Lord of hosts. Consider ye, and call for the 
mourning women, that they may come ; and send for cunning 
women, that they may come : 

18 And let them make haste, and take up a wailing for us, that 
our eyes may run down with tears, and our eyelids gush out 
with waters. 

19 For a voice of wailing is heard out of Zion, How are we 
spoiled ! we are greatly confounded, because we have forsaken 
the land, because our dwellings have cast 7is out. 

20 Yet hear the word of the Lord, O ye women, and let your 
ear receive the word of his mouth, and teach your daughters 
wailing, and every one her neighbour lamentation. 

21 For death is come up into our windows, and is entered into 
our palaces, to cut off the children from without, and the young 
men from the streets. 

22 Speak, Thus saith the Lord, Even the carcases of men shall 
fall as dung upon the open field, and as the handful after the 
harvestman, and none shall gather them. 

23 Thus saith the Lord, Let not the wise man glory in his 
wisdom, neither let the mighty man glory in his might, let not 
the rich man glory in his riches : 

24 But Met him that glorieth glory in this, that he understand- 2 cor^'^x 'fr* 
eth and knoweth me, that I am the Lord which exercise lov- 
ingkindness, judgment, and righteousness, in the earth: for in 

these things I delight, saith the Lord. 

25 Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that I will 
“ punish all them which are circumcised with the uncircum- 
cised ; 

26 Egypt, and Judah, and Edom, and the children of Ammon, 
and Moab, and all that are * in the ^ utmost corners, that dwell 
in the wilderness : for all these nations are uncircumcised, and 

all the house of Israel are * uncircumcised in the heart. their hair 

polled. 

y ch. XXV. 23. 

JEREMIAH X. a Rom. ii. 28, 

29. 

1 The unequal comparison of God and idols. 17 The prophet exhorteth to jlee from the 
calamity to come. 19 He lamenteth the spoil of the tabernacle by foolish pastors. 

22 He maketh an humble supplication. 

1 Hear ye the word which the Lord speaketh unto you, O 
house of Israel : 

2 Thus saith the Lord, Learn not the way of the heathen, and 
be not dismayed at the signs of heaven ; for the heathen are 
dismayed at them. 


12 
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A.C. Gil. For the * customs of the people are vain: for one cutteth a 
a Heb^ »ta- tree out of the forest, the work of the hands of the workman, 
nanceTire"^*' with the RX. 

vanity. They deck it with silver and with gold ; they fasten it with 

nails and with hammers, that it move not. 
b pb. cxv. 6. They are upright as the palm tree, ^ but speak not : they 
ciB.xivi. 1 . 7 . must needs be ® borne, because they cannot go. Be not afraid 
d Is. xU. 23. of them ; for ^ they cannot do evil, neither also is it in them to 


) good. 
Forasmuch 


as there is none ® like unto thee, O Lord ; thou 


k Heb. Qad 
of truth. 

1 Heb. king of 
eternity, 

m In the 
Chaldean 
language. 

n Gen. i. 1. 6. 
9. ch. li. 15, 
&c. 


art great, and thy name is great in might. ' 
fRev. XV. 4. ^ Who would not fear thee, O King of nations ? for ^ to thee 7 

fh^^* doth it appertain : forasmuch as among all the wise men of the 
nations, and in all their kingdoms, there is none like unto thee, 
h Heb. montf, But they are ^ altogether ^ brutish and foolish: the stock is 8 

?is!*xfL‘29. a doctrine of vanities. 

ze^cVx.2^.’ Silver spread into plates is brought from Tarshish, and gold 9 
from Uphaz, the work of the workman, and of the hands of the 
founder : blue and purple is their clothing : they are all the 
work of cunning men. 

k Heb. God But the LoRD is the ^ true God, he is the living God, and 10 
1 Heb.^ wni? of ^ cverlasting king : at his wrath the earth shall tremble, and 
eternity. thc nations shall not be able to abide his indignation, 
m In the ^ Thus shall ye say unto them, The gods that have not 1 1 
unguage. made the heavens and the earth, even they shall perish from the 
earth, and from under these heavens. 

9 .ch”ii!'iV ^'hath made the earth by his power, he hath established 12 

the world by his wisdom, and hath stretched out the heavens 
by his discretion. 

o Or, noiM. When he uttereth his voice, there is a ° multitude of waters 13 
in the heavens, and he causeth the vapours to ascend from the 
vOrjorrain. cnds of the earth; he maketh lightnings p with rain, and bring- 
eth forth the wind out of his treasures, 
qch.ii. 17 , 18 . ^ Every man Ms brutish in his knowledge : every founder is 14 

Irutiih thin confounded by the graven image : for his molten image is false- 
io know. hood, and there is no breath in them. 

They are vanity, and the work of errors : in the time of their 15 
visitation they shall perish. 

s ch. li. 19 . ® The portion of Jacob is not like them : for he is the former 16 

of all things ; and Israel is the rod of his inheritance : The 
Lord of hosts is his name. 

t Heb. inha- Gather up thy wares out of the land, O ‘inhabitant of the 17 
fortress. 

For thus saith the Lord, Behold, I will sling out the inha- is 
bitants of the land at this once, and will distress them, that they 
m^ find it so. 

Woe is me for my hurt I my wound is grievous : but I said, 19 
Truly this is a grief, and I must bear it. 


t Heb. inha- 
bitress. 


l^oe is me for my hurt f my wound is grievous : but I said, 19 
ly this is a grie^ and I must bear it. 
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20 My tabernacle is spoiled, and all my cords are broken : a.c. gu. 
my children are gone forth of me, and they are not: there 

is none to stretch forth my tent any more, and to set up my 
curtains. 

21 For the pastors are become brutish, and have not sought the 
Lord : therefore they shall not prosper, and all their flocks 
shall be scattered. 

22 Behold, the noise of the bruit is come, and a great commo- 

tion out of the ^ north country, to make the cities of Judah " 
desolate, ana a *den oi dragons. xch.ix. ii. 

23 O Lord, I know that the ^ way of man is not in himself: yprov.xvi. i. 
it is not in man that walketh to direct his steps. 

24 O Lord, ^correct me, but with ludpfmeiit; not in thine ^ J* 

anger, lest thou ^ bring me to nothing. ch. xxx. n. 

25 ^ Pour out thy fury upon the heathen that know thee not, 

and upon the families that call not on thy name : for they have ^>ps.ixxix. 6. 
eaten up Jacob, and devoured him, and consumed him, and ' 
have made his habitation desolate. 

§ 11. The People are reminded of the Covenant of Josiah. 

JEREMIAH XI 

1 Jeremiah proclaimeth God's covenant, 8 rehuheth the Jews' disobeying thereof 1 1 pro- 
phesieth evils to come upon them, 18 and upon the men of Anathoth^ for co7ispiring to 
kill Jeremiah. 

1 The word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord, saying, 610 . 

2 Hear ye the words of this covenant, and speak unto the men 
of Judah, and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem; 

3 And say thou unto them, Thus saitli the Lord God of 
Israel ; ^ Cursed he the man that obeyeth not the words of this 

J 20. Gal. m. 10. 

covenant, 

4 Which I commanded your fathers in the day that I brought 
them forth out of the land of Egypt, from the iron furnace, 
saying, ^ Obey my voice, and do them, according to all which Lev. xxvi. 

I command you : so shall ye be my people, and I will be your 

God : 

5 That I may perform the oath which I have sworn unto 
your fathers, to give them a land flowing with milk and honey, 
as it is this day. Then answered I, and said, ^ So be it, O ^ 

Lord. 


The prophecy in these two chapters may be assigned to the end of the reign of Josiah ; on 
occasion of the people neglecting the obligations of the divine covenant, which in the eighteenth 
year of that prince they had solemnly engaged to perform. The prophet is therefore sent to recall 
them to their duty. From 1 to 17 he rebukes them severely for their disobedience, and denounces 
evil against Judah and Jerusalem for their apostacy : and, being informed by divine revelation of 
the conspiracy against his life by the men of Anathoth, he prays against them, and is authorized to 
foretell their utter destruction, 18 to the end. Emboldened at the success of his prayers, he expos- 
tulates with God, ch. xii. 1 — 6, on the success of the wicked, and receives for answer, that God had 
discarded his heritage, and given it into the hands of her enemies. From 14 to 17, God promises 
the future restoration and conversion of his people, with threats against their heathen oppressors; 
assuring those that would believe in Him, the true God, that they should be received into his church, 
while the unbelieving would utterly perish. — Dr. Blayney. 

VOL. II. d d 
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A.c. 610. Then the Lord said unto me, Proclaim all these words in 6 
the cities of Judah, and in the streets of Jerusalem, saying, 
Hear ye the words of this covenant, and do them. 

For I earnestly protested unto your fathers in the day that 7 
I brought them up out of the land of Egypt, even unto this day, 
rising early and protesting, saying, Obey my voice. 

Yet they obeyed not, nor inclined their ear, but walked every 8 
e Or, stub- one in the ® imagination of their evil heart : therefore I will 
ornnets. upou them all the words of this covenant, which I com- 

manded them to do ; but they did them not. 

And the Lord said unto me, A conspiracy is found 9 
among the men of Judah, and among the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem. 

They are turned back to the iniquities of their fore- 1 o 
fathers, which refused to hear my words ; and they went after 
other gods to serve them : the house of Israel and the house 
of Judah have broken my covenant which I made with their 
fathers. 

Therefore thus saith the Lord, Behold, I will bring evilii 
upon them, which they shall not be able ^to escape; and 
g Prov': 1. 28. ® though they shall cry unto me, I will not hearken unto 

i. 1.0. ch. .1 & J J 

XIV, 12. Ezek. Oieill. 

viii.18. Mic. Then shall the cities of Judah and inhabitants of Jerusa- 12 
lem go, and cry unto the gods unto whom they ofler incense : 
but they shall not save them at all in the time of their 

h Heb. evil, h trouble. 

ich.ii. 28. Yov according to the number of thy ' cities were thy gods, 13 
O Judah ; and according to the number of the streets of Jeru- 
kHeb..?Aawc. Salem liavc ye set up altars to that ^shameful thing, even altars 
» to burn incense unto Baal. 


1 ch. vii. IG. 
& xiv. II. 


m Heb. evil. 

n Is. i. 11, &c. 
o Heb. What 
is to my be- 
loved in my 
house ? 
p Or, When 
thy evil 


q Heb. the 
stalk with hw 
bread. 


Therefore ^pray not thou for this people, neither lift up a 14 
cry or prayer for them : for I will not hear them in the time 
that they cry unto me for their ™ trouble. 

”®What hath my beloved to do in mine house, seeing she 15 
hath wrought lewdness with many, and the holy flesh is passed 
from thee? ^when thou doest evil, then thou rejoicest. 

The Lord called thy name, A green olive tree, fair, and 16 
of goodly fruit: with the noise of a great tumult he hath 
kindled fire upon it, and the branches of it are broken. 

For the Lord of hosts, that planted thee, hath pronounced 17 
evil against thee, for the evil of the house of Israel and of the 
house of Judah, which they have done against themselves to 
provoke me to anger in offering incense unto Baal. 

And the Lord hath given me knowledge of it^ and I know is 
it : then thou shewedst me their doings. 

But I was like a lamb or an ox that is brought to the slaugh- 19 
ter ; and I knew not that they had devised devices against me, 
saying^ Let us destroy ^ the tree with the fruit thereof, and let 
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U8 cut him off from the land of the living, that his name may 
be no more remembered. 

20 But, O Lord of hosts, that judgest righteously, that triest 
the reins and the heart, let me see thy vengeance on them : for 
unto thee have I revealed my cause. 

21 Therefore thus saith the Lord of the men of Anathoth, that 
seek thy life, saying, Prophesy not in the name of the Lord, 
that thou die not by our hand : 

22 Therefore thus saith the Lord of hosts. Behold, I will 
® punish them : the young men shall die by the sword ; their 
sons and their daughters shall die by famine : 

23 And there shall be no remnant of them: for I will bring evil 
upon the men of Anathoth, even the year of their visitation. 


A.C. 610. 


r 1 Sam. xvi. 
7. 1 Chr, 
xxviii. 9. Ps. 
vii. 9. cli.xvii. 
10. &XX. 12. 
Rev. ii. 23. 


s Heb, visit 
upon. 


JEREMIAH XII. 

1 Jeremiah^ complaining of the wicked's prosperity j by faith seeth their rnin. 5 God 
admonisheth him of his brethren's treachery against him^ 7 cind lamenteth his heritage. 

14 He promiseth to the penitent return from captivity. 

1 Righteous art thou, O Lord, when I plead with thee : yet 
Uet me talk with thee of judgments : Wherefore doth the 

way of the wicked prosper ? wherefore are all they happy that case with thee. 
deal very treacherously ? Rs^'Jxxvii.V 

2 Thou hast planted them, yea, they have taken root : ^ they ^ 

grow, yea, they bring forth fruit: thou art near in their mouth, x I'leb. then ' 
and far from their reins. 

3 But thou, O Lord, yknowest me; thou hast seen me, and yi's.xvii. 3 . 
tried mine heart ^ toward thee : pull them out like sheep for 

the slaughter, and prepare them for the day of slaughter. 

4 How long shall the land mourn, and the herbs of every field 
wither, ^ for the wickedness of them that dwell therein ? the ® 
beasts are consumed, and the birds; because they said, He 
shall not see our last end. 

5 If thou hast run with the footmen, and they have wearied 
thee, then how canst thou contend with horses ? and if in the 
land of peace, wherein thou trustedst, they wearied thee^ then 
how wilt thou do in the swelling of Jordan ? 

6 ^For even thy brethren, and the house of thy father, even ^eh. ix.4. 
they have dealt treacherously with thee; yea, ‘^they have called 

a multitude after thee : believe them not, though they speak thee/uiiy. 

^ fair words unto thee. 

7 I have forsaken mine house, I have left mine heritage ; I 
have given ® the dearly beloved of my soul into the hand of her 
enemies. 

8 Mine heritage is unto me as a lion in the forest; it crieth 
out against me : therefore have I hated it. 

9 Mine heritage is unto me as a speckled bird, the birds 
round about are against her ; come ye, assemble all the beasts . 

of the field, * come to devour. \hrm loVome. 

10 Many pastors have destroyed my vineyard, they have trod- 

D d 2 
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A.c. 610. den my portion under foot, they have made my ^ pleasant por- 
kHeb. por- tion a dcsolatc wilderness. 

uvnofde$%re. made it desolate, and being desolate it mourneth ii 

unto me; the whole land is made desolate, because no man 
layeth it to heart. 

The spoilers are come upon all high places through the 12 
wilderness: for tlie sword of the Lord shall devour from the 
one end of the land even to the other end of the land : no flesh 
shall have peace. 

^ They have sown wheat, but shall reap thorns: they have 13 
xxviii.ss. put themselves to pain, hut shall not profit: and ™ they shall be 
ashamed of your revenues because of the fierce anger of the 
rnOr.y^. LoRD. 

Thus saith the Lord against all mine evil neighbours, that 14 
touch the inheritance which I have caused my people Israel to 
nDeut.xxx. inherit; Behold, I will ” pluck them out of their land, and 
37 c ■ pluck out the house of Judah from among them. 

And it shall come to pass, after that I have plucked them 15 
out I will return, and have compassion on them, and will bring 
them again, every man to his heritage, and every man to his 
land. 

And it shall come to pass, if they will diligently learn the 16 
ways of my people, to swear by my name, The Lord liveth ; 
as they taught my people to swear by Baal ; then shall they be 
built in the midst of my people. 

oi«. lx. 12 . gjii; jf ^jjj j y^\\\ yttcrly pluck up Rod 1 7 

destroy that nation, saith the Lord. 

§ 12. Death of Josiah. 

2 CHRONICLES XXXV. VER. 20—24. 

xx\u% ^ After all this, when Josiah had prepared the ^ temple, 20 
bHei, house. Necho king of Egypt came up to fight against Charchemish 
by Euphrates : and Josiah went out against him. But he sent 21 
ambassadors to him, saying. What have I to do with thee, thou 
ho^^e of^my Judah ? I come not against ^ thee this day, but against 

the house wherewith I have war : for God commanded me to 
make haste : forbear thee from meddling with God, who is with 
me, that he destroy thee not. Nevertheless Josiah would not 22 
turn his face from him, but disguised himself, that he might 
fight with him, and hearkened not unto the words of Necho 
from the mouth of God, and came to fight in the valley of 
Megiddo. And the archers shot at king Josiah ; and the king 23 
d^Heb. made said to his Servants, Have me away ; for I am sore ^ wounded. 

His servants therefore took him out of that chariot, and put him 24 
in the second chariot that he had ; and they brought him to 
and he died, and was buried ®in one of the sepul- 
fzech.xii.n. chrcs of his fathers. And ^all Judah and Jerusalem mourned 
for Josiah. 
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2 KINGS XXIII. VER. 25, 26, 27- 

25 And like unto him was there no king before him, that turned 6 io. 
to the Lord with all his heart, and with all his soul, and with 

all his might, according to all the law of Moses ; neither after 

26 him arose there any like him. Notwithstanding the Lord 
turned not from the fierceness of his great wrath, wherewith his 
anger was kindled against Judah, because of all the ^ provoca- g Reb. 

27 tions that Manasseh had provoked him withal. And the Lord 
said, I will remove Judah also out of my sight, as I have re- 
moved Israel, and will cast off this city Jerusalem which I 


have chosen, and the house of which I said, ^ My name shall ^ 29 * 
be there. 


Kin. viii. 
ix. 
ch. xxi. 7. 


2 CHRONICLES XXXV. VER. 25, TO THE END. 

25 And Jeremiah lamented for Josiah : and all the singing men 
and the singing women spake of Josiah in their lamentations to 
this day, and made them an ordinance in Israel : and, behold, 

26 they are written in the lamentations. Now the rest of the acts 
of Josiah, and his ^ goodness, according to that which was written ^ 

27 in the law of the Lord, and his deeds, first and last, behold, "^**“*' 
they are written in the book of the kings of Israel and 
Judah. 


2 CHRONICLES XXXIV. VER. 1, 2. 

1 Josiah ^ was eight years old wlien he began to reign, and he reigned in Jerusalem k 2 Kin. xxii. 

2 one and thirty years. And he did that which was right in the sight of the Lord, 
and walked in the ways of David his father, and declined neither to the right hand, 
nor to the left. 


2 KINGS XXII. VER. 3, TO THE END. 

,3 And it came to pass in the eighteenth year of king Josiah, that the king sent 
Shaphan the son of Azaliah, the son of Meshullam, the scribe, to the house of the 

4 Lord, saying. Go up to Hilkiah the high priest, that he may sum the silver which 

is brought into the house of the Lord, which the keepers of the 1 door have gathered 1 Heb. thret- 

5 of the people : and let them deliver it into the hand of the doers of the work, that 
have the oversight of the house of the Lord : and let them give it to the doers of 
the work which is in the house of the Lord, to repair the breaches of the house, 

6 unto carpenters, and builders, and masons, and to buy timber and hewn stone to 

7 repair the house. Howbcit there was no reckoning made with them of the money 
that was delivered into their hand, because they dealt faithfully. 

8 And Hilkiah the high priest said unto Shaphan the scribe, I have found the book 
of the law in the house of the Lord. And Hilkiah gave the book to Shaphan, and he 

9 read it. And Shaphan the scribe came to the king, and brought the king word again, 

and said, Thy servants have ^ gathered the money that was found in the house, and m Heb. meh- 
have delivered it into the hand of them that do the work, that have the oversight of 

10 the house of the Lord. And Shaphan the scribe shewed the king, saying, Hilkiah 

1 1 the priest hath delivered me a book. And Shaphan read it before the king. And 

it came to pass, when the king had heard the words of the book of the law, that he 

12 rent his clothes. And the king commanded Hilkiah the priest, and Ahikam the son 

of Shaphan, and “ Achbor the son of " Michaiah, and Shaphan the scribe, and n Ahdon, 

13 Asahiah a servant of the king's, saying, Go ye, enquire of the Lord for me, and for 2 Chr. xxxiv, 

the people, and for all Judah, concerning the words of this book that is found : for Micah 
great is the wrath of the Lord that is kindled against us, because our fathers have 
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p Tikvath, 

2 Chr. xxxiv. 

22 . 

Q Or, Hasrah. 
r Heb. gar- 
ments. 

8 Or, in ike 
second part. 


t 2 Chr. 
xxxiv. 29, 
30, &c. 

u Heb. from 
small even 
unto great. 


X 2 Chr. 

XXXV. 1. 

1 Esd. i. 1. 
y Ex. xii, 3, 
Deut. xvi. 2. 

cir. C23. 
His 18 th Year 
ending. 
z Or, tera- 
phim. 

a Lev. XX. 27. 
Deut. xviii, 
11 . 


b 2 Chr. 
XXXV. 20. 


c 2 Chr. 
xxxvi. 1. 


A.C. 610. 
a2Kin.xxiiL 
30, &c. 


not hearkened unto the words of this book, to do according unto all that which is 
written concerning us. So Hilkiah the priest, and Ahikam, and Achbor, and 14 
Shaphan, and Asahiah, went unto Huldah the prophetess, the wife of Shallum the 
son of P Tikvah, the son of Q Harhas, keeper of the ^ wardrobe ; (now she dwelt in 
Jerusalem s in the college;) and they communed with her. 

And she said unto them, Thus saith the Lord God of Israel, Tell the man that 15 
sent you to me. Thus saith the Lord, Behold, I will bring evil upon this place, and 10 
upon the inhabitants thereof, even all the words of the book which the king of 
Judah hath read : because they have forsaken me, and have burned incense unto 17 
other gods, that they might provoke me to anger with all the works of their hands ; 
therefore my wrath shall be kindled against this place, and shall not be quenched. 

But to the king of Judah which sent you to enquire of the Lord, thus shall ye say 18 
to him, Thus saith the Lord God of Israel, Js touching the words which thou hast 
heard ; because thine heart was tender, and thou hast humbled thyself before the 19 
Lord, when thou heardest what I spake against this place, and against the inhabit- 
ants thereof, that they should become a desolation and a curse, and hast rent thy 
clothes, and wept before me ; I also have heard thecy saith the Lord. Behold 20 
therefore, I will gather thee unto thy fathers, and thou shall be gathered into thy 
grave in peace ; and thine eyes shall not see all the evil which 1 will bring upon 
this place. And they brought the king word again. 

2 KINGS XXIII. VER. 1, 2, 3. 

And tthe king sent, and they gathered unto him all the elders of Judah and of 1 
Jerusalem. And the king went up into the house of the Lord, and all the men of 2 
Judah and all the inhabitants of Jerusalem with him, and the priests, and the 
prophets, and all the people, ^ both small and great ; and he read in their ears 
all the words of the book of the covenant which was found in the house of the 
Lord. 

And the king stood by a pillar, and made a covenant before the Lord, to walk 3 
after the Lord, and to keep his commandments and his testimonies and his statutes 
with all their heart and all their soul, to perform the words of this covenant that 
were written in this book. And all the people stood to the covenant. 

2 KINGS XXIII. VER. 21 — 24. 

And the king commanded all the people, saying, x Keep the passover unto the 21 
Lord your God, y as it is written in the book of this covenant. Surely there was 22 
not holden such a passover from the days of the judges that judged Israel, nor in 
all the days of the kings of Israel, nor of the kings of Judah ; but in the eighteenth 23 
year of king Josiah, wherein this passover was holden to the Lord in Jerusalem. 

Moreover the workers with familiar spirits, and the wizards, and the 7- images, 24 
and the idols, and all the abominations that were spied in the land of Judah and 
in Jerusalem, did Josiah put away, that he might perform the words of ^ the law 
which were WTitten in the book that Hilkiah the priest found in the house of the 
Lord. 

2 KINGS XXIII. VER. 28, 29, 30. 

Now the rest of the acts of Josiah, and all that he did, are they not written in 28 
the book of the chronicles of the kings of Judah ? 

hin his days Pharaoh-nechoh king of Egypt went up against the king of Assyria 29 
to the river Euphrates : and king Josiah went against him; and he .slew him at 
Megiddo, when he had seen him. And his servants carried him in a chariot dead 30 
from Megiddo, and brought him to Jerusalem, and buried him in his own sepulchre. 
And c the people of the land took Jehoahaz the son of Josiah, and anointed him, 
and made him king in his father’s stead. 

PART XVII. 

Heign of Jehoahaz^ 3 Months. 

2 CHRONICLES XXXVI, VER. 1 — 4. 

Then *the people of the land took Jehoahaz the son of i 
Josiah, and made him king in his father’s stead in Jerusalem. 
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2 Jehoahaz was twenty and three years old when he began to A.c. Gio. 

3 reign, and he reigned three months in Jerusalem, And the 
king of Egypt ^put him down at Jerusalem, and ‘^condemned 

the land in an hundred talents of silver and a talent of gold, ciicb. mw/cr 

4 And the king of Egypt made Eliakim his brother king over ^ 

Judah and Jerusalem, and turned his name to Jehoiakim. 

And Necho took Jehoahaz his brother, and carried him to 
Egypt. 

2 KINGS XXIII. VER. 31 — 35. 

31 ^ JehoaJiaz was twenty and three years old when he began to 
reign ; and he reigned three months in Jerusalem. And his Hi. 15 . 
mother’s name was Hamutal, the daughter of Jeremiah of Lib- 

32 nah. And he did that which w>as evil in the sight of the Lord, 

33 according to all that his fathers had done. And Pharaoh-nechoh 
put him in bands at Riblah in the land of Hamath, that he 
might not reign in Jerusalem; and ^put the land to a tribute rueb.Veta 

34 of an hundred talents of silver, and a talent of gold. And 
Pharaoh-nechoh made Eliakim the son of Josiah Icing in the 

room of Josiah his father, and turned his name to ^ Jehoiakim, c£djakim 
and took Jehoahaz away: and he came to Egypt, and died 

35 there. And Jehoiakim gave the silver and the gold to Pharaoh; 
but he taxed the land to give the money according to the com- 
mandment of Pharaoh : he exacted the silver and the gold of 
the people of the land, of every one according to his taxation, 
to give it unto Pharaoh-nechoh. 

PART XVIII. 

Reign of Jehoiakim, 11 Years — From 610 to 599, 

§ 1. Accession of Jehoiakim. 

2 KINGS XXIII. VER. 36, 37. 

36 Jehoiakim loas twenty and five years old when he began to 
reign; and he reigned eleven years in Jerusalem. And his 
mother’s name was Zebudah, the daughter of Pedaiah of 

3/ Rumah. And he did that which teas evil in the sight of the 
Lord, according to all that his fathers had done. 

§ 2. Various Predictions and Appeals to the Jews, declaring the certainty 
of their Captivity, and the Destruction of Jerusalem, 

JEREMIAH XIII. 

1 In ihe type of a linen girdle, hidden at Euphrates, God prejigureth the destruction of 
his people. 12 Under the parable of the bottles filled with wine he foretelleth their 
drunkenness in misery. \b He exherteth to prevent their future judgments. 22 He 
sheweth their abominations are the cause thereof. 

1 Thus saith the Lord unto me. Go and get thee a linen G09. 
girdle, and put it upon thy loins, and put it not in water. 

These chapters are all referred to the commencement of the reign of Jehoiakim, by Dr. 

Blayney and Lightfoot. Chapter xiii. foretells the utter destruction that was to fall on the whole 
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A C. So I got a girdle according to the word of the Lord, and 2 

put it on my loins. 

And the word of the Lord came unto me the second time, 3 
saying. 

Take the girdle that thou hast got, which is upon thy loins, 4 
and arise, go to Euphrates, and hide it there in a hole of the 
rock. 

So I went, and hid it by Euphrates, as the Lord com- 5 
manded me. 

And it came to pass after many days, that the Lord said 6 
unto me, Arise, go to Euphrates, and take the girdle from 
thence, which I commanded thee to hide there. 

Then I went to Euphrates, and digged, and took the girdle 7 
from the place where 1 had hid it : and, behold, the girdle was 
marred, it was profitable for nothing. 

Then the word of the I^ord came unto me, saying, 8 

Thus saith the Lord, After this manner will 1 mar the pride 9 
of Judah, and the great pride of Jerusalem. 

This evil people, which refuse to hear my words, which walk 10 
a Or, tiuh- in the ® imagination of their heart, and walk after other gods, 
bornnea. servc them, and to worship them, shall even be as this girdle, 
which is good for nothing. 

For as the girdle cleaveth to the loins of a man, so have 1 11 
caused to cleave unto me the whole house of Israel and the whole 
house of Judah, saith the Lord ; that they might be unto me 
for a people, and for a name, and for a praise, and for a glory : 
but they would not hear. 

Therefore thou shalt speak unto them this word; Thus saith 12 
the Lord God of Israel, Every bottle shall be filled with wine : 


Jewish nation, under two symbols, a linen girdle left to rot, and the breaking of bottles filled with 
wine, xiii. 1 — 14. An exhortation to humiliation and repentance is subjoined, ver. 15 — 21. ; and 
their incorrigible wickedness and profligacy are assigned as the cause of all the evils that awaited 
them, 22 — 27. The particular mention of the downfal of the king and queen in the 18th verse. 
Dr. Blayney thinks, will justify the opinion which ascribes this prophecy to the commencement of 
the reign of .Tehoiakira, whose fate, with that of his queen, is, in like manner, noticed together in 
chap. xxii. 18. 

Chap. xiv. predicts a severe famine, to punish the Jews for their sins, but which does not bring 
them to repentance, xiv. 1 — 22 ; and announces God’s peremptory decree to destroy Judah, unless 
they should speedily repent, xv. 1 — 9. The prophet, complaining that he is become an object of 
hatred by reason of his office, receives a promise of divine protection, 10 — 21. 

In the xvith chapter, 1 — 13. is predicted the utter ruin of the Jews, in the type of the prophet 
being forbidden to marry and to feast ; and, immediately afterwards, he announces their future 
restoration, 14, 16, as well as the conversion of the Gentiles, 16 — 21 ; accompanied with a severe 
reproof of the Jews for their too great reliance on human aid, xvii. 1 — 18. From 19 — 27, contains 
a prophecy concerning the strict observance of the sabbath-day, which Jeremiah was commanded to 
proclaim aloud in all the gates of Jerusalem, as a matter that concerned the conduct of each indivi- 
dual, and the general happiness of the whole nation. 

Chap, xviii. 1 — 10. shews, under the type of a potter, God’s absolute authority over nations and 
kingdoms, to alter and regulate their condition at his own pleasure. The prophet is then directed 
to exhort the Jews to avert their impending dangers by repentance and reformation, and, on their 
refusal, to predict their destruction, 11 — 17. The Jews conspiring against him, Jeremiah implores 
judgment against them, 18—23. Under the type of breaking a potter’s vessel, is foretold the desola- 
tion of the Jews for their sins, xix. — Vide Horne’s Critical Introduction. 
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and they shall say unto thee, Do we not certainly know that A.c. 609. 
every bottle shall be filled with wine ? ^ ' 

13 Then shalt thou say unto them, Thus saith the Lord, 

Behold, I will fill all the inhabitants of this land, even the 
kings that sit upon David’s throne, and the priests, and the 
prophets, and all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, with drunken- 
ness. 

14 And I will dash them ^ one against another, even the fathers ^ a man 

and the sons together, saith the Lord : I will not pity, nor VrVthll^'* 
spare, nor have mercy, ® but destroy them. c Heb./rom 

15 Hear ye, and give ear; be not proud: for the Lord hath them, ^ 
spoken. 

16 Give glory to the Lord your God, before he cause ‘^dark- dis vm. 22 . 
ness, and before your feet stumble upon the dark mountains, 

and, while ye look for light, he turn it into the shadow of death, 
and make it gross darkness. 

17 But if ye will not hear it, my soul shall weep in secret 
places for your pride; and ^mine eye shall weep sore, and run 
down with tears, because the Lord’s flock is carried away 
captive. 

18 Say unto the king and to the queen. Humble yourselves, sit 
down : for your ^principalities shall come down, even the crown 
of your glory. 

19 The cities of the south shall be shut up, and none shall open 
them : Judah shall be carried away captive all of it, it shall be 
wholly carried away captive. 

20 Lift up your eyes, and behold them that come from the 
north : where u* the flock that was given thee, thy beautiful 
flock ? 

21 What wilt tliou say when he shall ^punish thee? for thou ^ 
hast taught them to he captains, and as chief over thee : shall 
not sorrows take thee, as a woman in travail ? 

22 And if thou say in thine heart, Wherefore come these things 

upon me ? For the greatness of thine iniquity are thy skirts 
discovered, and thy heels ^made bare. \?Ji'enUy^^* 

23 Can the Ethiopian change his skin, or the leopard his away- 
spots? then may ye also do good, that are ^accustomed to do 

evil. 

24 Therefore will I scatter them as the stubble that passe tli 
aw^ by the wind of the wilderness. 

25 This is thy lot, the portion of thy measures from me, saith 
the Lord; because thou hast forgotten me, and trusted in 
falsehood. 

26 Therefore will I discover thy skirts upon thy face, that thy 
shame may appear. 

27 I have seen thine adulteries, and thy neighings, the lewdness 
of thy whoredom, and thine abominations on the hills in the 
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[part XVIII. 


A.c. 6*09. fields. Woe unto thee, O Jerusalem ! wilt thou not be made 
i neiL after^ clcan ? ^ wheu shall it once he ? 

when yet t 


JEREMIAH XIV. 


1 The grievous famine ^ causeth Jeremiah to pray. 10 The Lord will not he intreaied 
for the people. 13 Lying prophets are no excuse for them. 17 Jeremiah is moved to 
complain for them. 


The word of the Lord that came to Jeremiah concerning i 
ra Heb. the ^ the dearth. 

dearths! ot! Judah moumeth, and the gates thereof languish; they are 2 
restraints, filack uiito the ground ; and the cry of Jerusalem is gone up. 

And their nobles have sent their little ones to the waters : 3 
they came to the pits, and found no water ; they returned with 
their vessels empty ; they were ashamed and confounded, and 
covered their heads. 

Because the ground is chapt, for there was no rain in the 4 
earth, the plowmen were ashamed, they covered their heads. 

Yea, the hind also calved in the field, and forsook zY, because 5 
there was no grass. 

And the wild asses did stand in the high places, they snuflfed 6 
up the wind like dragons ; their eyes did fail, because there was 
no grass. 

O Lord, though our iniquities testify against us, do thou it 7 
for thy name’s sake : for our backslidings are many ; we have 
sinned against thee. 

O the hope of Israel, the saviour thereof in time of trouble, 8 
why shouldest thou be as a stranger in the land, and as a way- 
faring man that turneth aside to tarry for a night ? 

Why shouldest thou be as a man astonied, as a mighty man 9 
that cannot save ? yet thou, O Lord, art in the midst of us, 
called Called by thy name ; leave us not. 

uponus. Thus saith the Lord unto this people, Thus have they loved 10 
to wander, they have not refrained their feet, therefore the Lord 
doth not accept them ; he will now remember their iniquity, 
and visit their sins. 


o Ex. xxxii. 
10. ch. vii. 16. 
& x\. 14. 

p Prov.i. 28. 
Is. i. 15. ch. 
xi. 11. Ezek. 
viii. 18. Mic. 
iii. 4. 


Then said the Lord unto me, ® Pray not for this people for 11 
their good. 

P When they fast, I will not hear their cry; and when they 12 
offer burnt offering and an oblation, I will not accept them : 
but I will consume them by the sword, and by the famine, and 
by the pestilence. 


Then said I, Ah, Lord God ! behold, the prophets say unto 13 
them. Ye shall not see the sword, neither shall ye have famine; 
^firuih.^^^^ but I will give you ^ assured peace in this place. 

Then the Lord said unto me. The prophets prophesy lies in 14 
my name: sent them not, neither have I commanded them, 

&xxix.’8,9. neither spake unto them: they prophesy unto you a false 
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vision and divination, and a thing of nought, and the deceit of A.C. 609. 
their heart. ' ^ ^ 

15 Therefore thus saith the Lord concerning the prophets that 
prophesy in my name, and I sent them not, yet they say, 

Sword and famine shall not be in this land ; By sword and fa- 
mine shall those prophets be consumed. 

16 And the people to whom they prophesy shall be cast out in 
the streets of Jerusalem because of the famine and the sword; 
and they shall have none to bury them, them, their wives, nor 
their sons, nor their daughters : for I will pour their wickedness 
upon them. 

17 Therefore thou shalt say this word unto them; ®Let mine s ch. xin.ir. 
eyes run down with tears night and day, and let them not cease ; 

for the virgin daughter of my people is broken with a great 
breach, with a very grievous blow. 

18 If I go forth into the field, then behold the slain with the 
sword ! and if I enter into the city, then behold them that are 

sick with famine ! yea, both the prophet and the priest ^ go t or, make 
about into a land that they know not. 

19 Hast thou utterly rejected Judah ? hath thy soul lothed 
Zion ? why hast thou smitten us, and there is no healing for us ? 

“ we looked for peace, and there is no good; and for the time uch. viu.is. 
of healing, and behold trouble ! 

20 We acknowledge, O Lord, our wickedness, and the iniquity 

of our fathers : for ^ we have sinned against thee. Drn’u^’s^* 

21 Do not abhor us^ for thy name's sake, do not disgrace the 
throne of thy glory : remember, break not thy covenant with us. 

22 Are there any among the vanities of the Gentiles that can 
cause rain ? or can the heavens give showers ? art not thou he, 

O Lord our God? therefore we will wait upon thee: for thou 
hast made all these things, 

JEREMIAH XV. 

1 The titter rejection and manifold judgments of the Jeivs, 10 Jeremiah^ complaining of 
their spite ^ receiveih a promise for himself 12 and a threatening for them. 15 He 
prayethy 10 and receivcth a gracious promise. 

1 Then said the Lord unto me, ^ Though * Moses and ^ Sam- 

uel stood before me, yet my mind could not be toward this ^xxii. 
people : cast them out of my sight, and let them go forth. a 1 sam. vii. 

2 And it shall come to pass, if they say unto thee, Whither shall 

we go forth? then thou shalt tell them, Thus saith the Lord; bch. xuii. ii. 

Such as are for death, to death ; and such as are for the sword, 
to the sword ; and such as are for the famine, to the famine ; ^ 

and such as are for the captivity, to the captivity. 

3 And I will appoint over them four ^ kinds, saith the Lord : 
the sword to slay, and the dogs to tear, and the fowls of the 
heaven, and the beasts of the earth, to devour and destroy. a removing. 

4 And ^ I will cause them to be removed ^ into all kingdoms 25.ch.xxiv.9. 



412 


PERIOD SIXTH, 


[part XVIII. 


A.C. 609. of the earth, because of « Manasseh the son of Hezekiah king 
g2Kin.xxi. of Judah, foF that which he did in Jerusalem. 

11 , &c. For who shall have pity upon thee, O Jerusalem? or who 5 

hHeb. to ask shall bemoan thee ? or who shall go aside to ask how thou doest? 
o thy peace. 'j'[^ou hast forsaken me, saith the Lord, thou art gone back- 6 
ward : therefore will I stretch out my hand against thee, and 
destroy thee ; I am weary with repenting. 

And I will fan them with a fan in the gates of the land ; I 7 
bereave them of ^children, I will destroy my people, since 
they return not from their ways. 

Their widows are increased to me above the sand of the seas: 8 
I have brought upon them ^ against the mother of the young 
t^In^spZing, ^ spoiler at noonday : I have caused him to fall upon it 
suddenly, and terrors upon the city. 

^xi^theyluvg She that hath borne seven languisheth : she hath given up o 
rAmosviii. 9 . the gliost ; Uier sun is gone down while was yet day: she 
hath been ashamed and confounded : and the residue of them 
will I deliver to the sword before their enemies, saith the Lord. 
&c^ch XX 14 ^ mother, that thou hast borne me a man of lo 

strife and a man of contention to the whole earth ! I have nei- 
ther lent on usury, nor men have lent to me on usury ; yet 
every one of them doth curse me. 

The Lord said. Verily it shall be well with thy remnant; ii 
?n?rlatthe^ verily " I will cause the enemy to intreat thee well in the time 
enemyfor of evil aiid ill the time of affliction. 

Shall iron break the northern iron and the steel ? 12 


och.xvii. 3, Thy substance and thy treasures will I give to the ® spoil 13 
without price, and that for all thy sins, even in all thy borders. 

And I will make thee to pass with thine enemies into a land 14 
p^Deut.xxxii. which thou knowest not : for a p hre is kindled in mine anger, 
which shall burn upon you. 

0 Lord, thou knowest: remember me, and visit me, and 15 
revenge me of my persecutors ; take me not away in thy long- 
suffering : know that for thy sake I have suffered rebuke. 

iifv^ 9 ”’^’ Thy words were found, and I did ^ eat them; and thy word 16 
rHeb. % was unto me the joy and rejoicing of mine heart : for ^ I am 
uponme^^^^^ Called by thy name, O Lord God of hosts. 

1 sat not in the assembly of the mockers, nor rejoiced ; I 17 
sat alone because of thy hand : for thou hast filled me with in- 
dignation. 

s ch. XXX. 15 . Why is my ® pain perpetual, and rny wound incurable, ivhich I8 
refuseth to be healed? wilt thou be altogether unto me as a 
t Heb. be not waters that ^ fail ? 


Therefore thus saith the Lord, If thou return, then will I 19 
bring thee again, and thou shalt stand before me : and if thou 
take forth the precious from the vile, thou shalt be as my 
mouth: let them return unto thee ; but return not thou unto 
them. 
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20 And I will make thee unto this people a fenced brasen A.C. 609. 

“ wall : and they shall fight against thee, but * they shall not 
prevail against thee : for I am with thee to save thee and to x ch.xx. ii 
deliver thee, saith the Lord. 12. 

21 And I will deliver thee out of the hand of the wicked, and I 
will redeem thee out of the hand of the terrible. 

JEREMIAH XVI. 

I The prophet, under the types of abstaining from marriage, from houses of mourning 
and feasting, foresheweth the utter ruin of the Jews, 10 because they were worse than 
their fathers, 14 Their return from captivity shall be stranger than their deliverance 
out of Egypt. 16 God will doubly recompense their idolatry. 

1 The word of the Lord came also unto me, saying, 

2 Thou shalt not take thee a wife, neither shalt thou have sons 
or daughters in this place. 

3 For thussaitli the Lord concerning the sons and concerning 
the daughters that are born in this place, and concerning their 
mothers that bare them, and concerning their fathers that begat 
them in this land; 

4 They shall die of ^ grievous deaths : they shall not be ^ lamen- y ch. xv. 2 . 
ted ; neither shall they be buried ; hut they shall be as dung ‘ 
upon the face of the earth : and they shall be consumed by the 

sword, and by famine ; and their ^ carcases shall be meat for the » ps. ixxix.2. 
fowls of heaven, and for the beasts of the earth. xxxi^.'m ^ 

5 For thus saith the Lord, Enter not into the house of ^ mourn- b or, mourn- 
ing, neither go to lament nor bemoan them : for I have taken 

away my peace from this people, saith the Lord, even loving- 
kindness and mercies. 

6 Both the great and the small shall die in this land : they shall 
not be buried, neither shall men lament for them, nor cilt 
themselves, nor make themselves bald for them : 

7 Neither shall men ^ tear themselves for them in mourning, to 
comfort them for the dead ; neither shall men give them the cup Mem,asEzek. 
of consolation to drink for their father or for their mother. 

8 Thou shalt not also go into the house of feasting, to sit with 
them to eat and to drinh. 

9 For thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel; Behold, 

® I will cause to cease out of this place in your eyes, and in | 
your days, the voice of mirth, and the voice of gladness, the & xxV. 16. * 
voice of the bridegroom, and the voice of the bride. 

10 And it shall come to pass, when thou shalt shew this people 

all these words, and they shall say unto thee, ^ Wherefore hath 19 . 
the Lord pronounced all this great evil against us? or what 
is our iniquity ? or what is our sin that we have committed 
against the Lord our God ? 

I I Then shalt thou say unto them. Because your fathers have 
forsaken me, saith the Lord, and have walked after other gods, 
and have served them, and have worshipped them, and nave 
forsaken me, and have not kept my law ; 
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A*c. 609. And ye have done ^ worse than your fathers ; for, behold, ye 12 
gch. vii. 26^ walk every one after the ^ imagination of his evil heart, that 
they may not hearken unto me : 

&xxvni%f ’ ^ Therefore will I cast you out of this land into a land that ye 13 

65 . ’ ’ know not, neither ye nor your fathers ; and there shall ye serve 

other gods day and night ; where I will not shew you favour, 
kch. xxiii.7, Therefore, behold, the ^days come, saith the Lord, that it 14 
shall no more be said. The Lord liveth, that brought up the 
children of Israel out of the land of Egypt ; 

But, the Lord liveth, that brought up the children of Israel 15 
from the land of the north, and from all the lands whither he had 
driven them : and I will bring them again into their land that 
I gave unto their fathers. 

Behold, I will send for many fishers, saith the Lord, and 16 
they shall fish them ; and after will I send for many hunters, 
and they shall hunt them from every mountain, and from every 
hill, and out of the holes of the rocks. 

1 For mine ' eyes are upon all their ways : they are not hid 17 

21! ch. x’xxii. from my face, neither is their iniquity hid from mine eyes. 

And first I will recompense their iniquity and their sin 18 
double ; because they have defiled my land, they have filled 
mine inheritance with the carcases of their detestable and abo- 
minable things. 

O Lord, my strength, and my fortress, and my refuge in 19 
the day of affliction, the Gentiles shall come unto thee from 
the ends of the earth, and shall say. Surely our fathers have 
inherited lies, vanity, and things wherein there is no profit. 

Shall a man make gods unto himself, and they are no 20 
gods ? 

Therefore, behold, I will this once cause them to know, I 21 
will cause them to know mine hand and my might ; and they 
shall know that my name is ™ The Lord, 

HOVAH.Vs. J 

Ixxxiii. 18. 


JEREMIAH XVII. 


1 The captivity of Judah for her sin. 5 Trust in man is cursed^ 7 God is blessed. 
9 The deceitful heart cannot deceive God. 12 The salvation of God. 15 The pro- 
phet complaineth of the mockers of his prophecy. 19 He is sent to renew the covenant 
in hallowing the sabbath, 

njobxix. 24 . Xhe sin of Judah is written with a ”pen of iron, and with i 
o Heb. nail, jjjg o point of a diamond : it is graven upon the table of their 
heart, and upon the horns of your altars ; 

Whilst their children remember their altars and their 2 
j Jud Jii- 7 . P groves by the green trees upon the high hills, 
q cb. XV. 13. O my mountain in the field, ^ I will give thy substance and 3 
all thy treasures to the spoil, and thy high places for sin, 
throughout all thy borders. 

And thou, even ^thyself, shalt discontinue from thine herit- 4 
age that I gave thee; and I will cause thee to serve thine 

12 
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enemies in the land which thou knowest not: for ye have A.c. 609. 
kindled a fire in mine anger, which shall burn for ever. ^ ' 

5 Thus saith the Lord ; Cursed be the man that trusteth in 
man, and maketh flesh his arm, and whose heart departeth from 
the Lord. 

6 For he shall be like the heath in the desert, and shall not 
see when good cometh ; but shall inhabit the parched places in 
the wilderness, in a salt land and not inhabited. 

7 ® Blessed is the man that trusteth in the Lord, and whose sps. ii. 12 . & 
hope the Lord is. 

8 For he shall be ^as a tree planted by the waters, and 

spreadeth out her roots by the river, and shall not see when ^ ^ 

heat cometh, but her leaf shall be green : and shall not be 

shall cease from yield- u or, re- 

•' straint. 

9 The heart is deceitful above all things^ and desperately 
wicked : who can know it ? 

10 I the Lord ^search the heart, / try the reins, even to give J 
every man according to his ways, and according to the fruit of &xx.tk 
his doings. 

11 As the partridge ^ sitteth on eggs^ and hatcheth them not ; so 

he that getteth riches, and not by right, shall leave them in the tvMch she hath 
midst of his days, and at his end shall be a fool. 

12 A glorious high throne from the beginning is the place of 
our sanctuary. 

13 O Lord, the hope of Israel, all that forsake thee shall be 
ashamed, and they that depart from me shall be ^written in the zPR.ixxiii. 
earth, because they have forsaken the Lord, the ^fountain of a^eh®iuu.‘ 
living waters. 

14 Heal me, O Lord, and I shall be healed ; save me, and I 
shall be saved : for thou art my praise. 

15 Behold, they say unto me, ^ Where is the word of the Lord? ^ 
let it come now. 

16 As for me, ® 1 have not hastened from being a Pastor ^ to 
follow thee : neither have I desired the woeful day ; thou 
knowest: that which came out of my lips was right before 
thee. 

17 Be not a terror unto me : thou art my hope in the day of 
evil. 

18 ® Let them be confounded that persecute me, but let not me 
be confounded : let them be dismayed, but let not me be dis- 
mayed : bring upon them the day of evil, and destroy them 

with double destruction. doubu^each. 

19 Thus saith the Lord unto me; Go and stand in the gate 
of the children of the people, whereby the kings of Judah 
come in, and by the which they go out, and in all the gates of 
Jerusalem ; 

20 And say unto them. Hear ye the word of the Lord, ye 


careful in the year of ^ drought, neither 
ing fruit. 
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A.c. 609. kings of Judah, and all Judah, and all the inhabitants of Jeru- 
' " Salem, that enter in by these gates : 

h Neh. xiii. Thus saith the Lord; ^ Take heed to yourselves, and bear 21 
no burden on the sabbath day, nor bring it in by the gates of 
Jerusalem; 

i Ex. XX. 8. ^ Neither carry forth a burden out of your houses on the 22 

I™!' 11* sabbath day, neither do ye any work, but hallow ye the sabbath 
Ezek. XX. 12. j commanded your fathers. 

But they obeyed not, neither inclined their ear, but made 23 
their neck stiff, that they might not hear, nor receive in- 
struction. 

And it shall come to pass, if ye diligently hearken unto me, 24 
saith the Lord, to bring in no burden through the gates of this 
city on the sabbath day, but hallow the sabbath day, to do no 
work therein ; 

kch. xxii.4. ^Then shall there enter into the gates of this city kings and 25 
princes sitting upon the throne of David, riding in chariots 
and on horses, they, and their princes, and the men of Judah, 
and the inhabitants of Jerusalem : <and this city shall remain 
for ever. 

And they shall come from the cities of Judah, and from the2G 
places about Jerusalem, and from the land of Benjamin, and 
from the plain, and from the mountains, and from the south, 
bringing burnt offerings, and sacrifices, and meat offerings, 
and incense, and bringing sacrifices of praise, unto the house 
of the Lord. 

But if ye will not hearken unto me to hallow the sabbath 27 
day, and not to bear a burden, even entering in at the gates of 
Jerusalem on the sabbath day; then will I kindle a fire in the 
gates thereof, and it shall devour the palaces of Jerusalem, and 
it shall not be quenched. 

JEREMIAH XVIII. 

1 Under the type of a potter is shewed God's absolute power in disposing of nations. 

1 1 Judgments threatened to Judah for her strange revolt. 18 Jeremiah prayeth 

against his conspirators. 

The word which came to Jeremiah from the Lord, saying, i 

Arise, and go down to the potter’s house, and there I will 2 
cause thee to hear my words. 

Then I went down to the potter’s house, and, behold, he 3 
1 Or, frames, wrought a work on the ^ wheels. 

mOT,%athe And the vessel "^that he made of clay was marred in the 4 
Zlfred%$ potter : so he " made it again another vessel, as 

band of the good to the potter to make it. 

Then the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 5 

^an'dm^e' ^ house of Israel, ° cannot I do with you as this potter ? 6 
wgd^xv^r Lord. Behold, as the clay is in the potter’s hand, so 

Rom.’ix.io,’ are ye in mine hand, O house of Israel. 

At what instant I shall speak concerning a nation, and con- 7 
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cerning a kingdom, to p pluck up, and to pull down, and to A.c. 609. 
destroy it i p 

8 If that nation, against whom I have pronounced, turn from 
their evil, ^ I will repent of the evil that I thought to do unto 
them. 

9 And at what instant I shall speak concerning a nation, and 
concerning a kingdom, to build and to plant it ; 

10 If it do evil in my sight, that it obey not my voice, then 
I will repent of the good, wherewith I said I would benefit 
them. 

11 Now therefore go to, speak to the men of Judah, and to the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem, saying, Thus saith the Lord; Be- 
hold, I frame evil against you, and devise a device against you: 

^return ye now every one from his evil way, and make your r 2 Kin. 
ways and your doings good. 

12 And they said, ® There is no hope : but we will walk after s 
our own devices, and we will every one do the imagination of 
his evil heart. 

13 Therefore thus saith the Lord; * Ask ye now among the t cu. ii. 10 . 
heathen, who hath heard such things : the virgin of Israel hath 

done a very horrible thing. 

14 Will a man leave ^ the snow o 
the rock of the field ? or shall the 
from another place be forsaken ? 

15 Because my people hath forgotten * me, they have burned 

incense to vanity, and they have caused them to stumble in the slraufje 
their waysyrow the ^ ancient paths, to walk in paths, in a way xch^n.7l' 
notcastup; ' ychTvLii;, 

16 To make their land ^desolate, and a perpetual l^^ssing ; 
every one that passe th thereby shall be astonished, and wag his 1 . 13 . ' 
head. 

17 I will scatter them as with an east wind before the enemy ; 

I will shew them the back, and not the face, in the day of their 
calamity. 

18 Then said they, Come, and let us devise devices against 
Jeremiah ; for the law shall not perish from the priest, nor a Mai. n. 7. 
counsel from the wise, nor the word from the prophet. Come, 

and let us smite him ^ with the tongue, and let us not give heed b or, /or the 
to any of his words. 

19 Giv^e heed to me, O Lord, and hearken to the voice of them 
that contend with me. 

20 Shall evil be recompensed for good ? for they have digged a 
pit for my soul. Remember that I stood before thee to speak 
good for them, and to turn away thy wrath from them. 

21 Therefore deliver up their children to the famine, and c p*. cix. 9 , 

^pour out their blood by the force of the sword; and let their a^keb.ppttr 
wives be bereaved of their children, and widows ; and let ^'**'” °**' 

VOL. II. E e 


Lebanon which cometh from V 

, I « . , for a rock, or, 

cold nowing waters that come fox the snow 

of Lebanon? 
shall the run- 



418 


PERIOD SIXTH. 


[part XVIII. 


A.c. 609. their men be put to death ; let their young men he slain by the 
sword in battle. 

Let a cry be heard from their houses, when thou shalt bring 22 
a troop suctdenly upon them : for they have digged a pit to 
take me, and hid snares for my feet. 

®Heb./or Yet, Lord, thou knowest all their counsel against me ®to23 
slay me ; forgive not their iniquity, neither blot out their sin 
from thy sight, but let them be overthrown before thee ; deal 
thus with them in the time of thine anger. 


JEREMIAH XIX. 


f Heb. the 
sun gate. 


g 1 Sam. iii. 
11. 2 Kin. 
xxi. 12. 


h ch. vii. 31, 
32. 


Under the type of breaking a potter's vessel is foreshowed the desolation of the Jews for 

their sins. 

Thus saith the Lord, Go and get a potter^s earthen bottle, i 
and take of the ancients of the people, and of the ancients of 
the priests ; 

And go forth unto the valley of the son of Hinnom, which is 2 
by the entry of ^the east gate, and proclaim there the words 
that I shall tell thee. 

And say. Hear ye the word of the Lord, O kings of Judah, 3 
and inhabitants of Jerusalem ; Thus saith the Lord of hosts, 
the God of Israel ; Behold, I will bring evil upon this place, 
the which whosoever heareth, his ears shall ^ tingle. 

Because they have forsaken me, and have estranged this 4 
place, and have burned incense in it unto other gods, whom 
neither they nor their fathers have known, nor the kings of 
Judah, and have filled this place with the blood of innocents ; 

^ They have built also the high places of Baal, to burn their 5 
sons with fire for burnt offerings unto Baal, which I com- 
manded not, nor spake zY, neither came it into my mind : 

Therefore, behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that this 6 
place shall no more be called Tophet, nor The valley of the 
son of Hinnom, but The valley of slaughter. 

And I will make void the counsel of Judah and Jerusalem in 7 


this place ; and I will cause them to fall by the sword before 
their enemies, and by the hands of them that seek their lives ; 
i ch. yii. 33. and their ^ carcases will I give to be meat for the fowls of the 
heaven, and for the beasts of the earth. 
iV& xrix!*i 3 . I make this city ^ desolate, and an hissing ; every 8 

& 1. 13. one that passeth thereby shall be astonished and hiss because of 
all the plagues thereof. 

And I will cause them to eat the ^ flesh of their sons and 9 
xxviii.53. the flesh of their daughters, and they shall eat every one 
Lam. iv. 10 . friend in the siege and straitness, wherewith 

their enemies, and they that seek their lives, shall straiten 
them. 


Then shalt thou break the bottle in the sight of the men that lo 
go with thee, 
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11 And shalt say unto them, Thus saith the Lord of hosts; A.c. 609. 

Even so will I break this people and this city, as one breaketh ^ ' 

a potter’s vessel, that cannot ™ be made whole again : and they 

shall “ bury them in Tophet, till there he no place to bury. n ch. vii. 32. 

12 Thus will I do unto this place, saith the Lord, and to the 
inhabitants thereof, and even make this city as Tophet : 

13 And the houses of Jerusalem, and the houses of the kings of 
Judah, shall be defiled as the place of Tophet, because of all 

the houses upon whose ® roofs they have burned incense unto all « ch. xxxu. 
the host of heaven, and have poured out drink offerings unto 
other gods. 

14 Then came Jeremiah from Tophet, whither the Lord had 
sent him to prophesy ; and he stood in the court of the Lord’s 
house ; and said to all the people, 

15 Thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel; Behold, I 
will bring upon this city and upon all her towns all the evil that 
I have pronounced against it, because they have hardened their 
necks, that they might not hear my words. 


§ S. P?'ediction of the Fate of Pashur, 

.7EREMTAH XX. 

1 Pashur^ smiting Jeremiah, receiveth a new name, and a fearful doom. 7 Jeremiah 
complaineth of contempt, 10 of treachery ^ 14 and of his birth. 

1 Now Pashur the son of ^ Immer the priest, who was also chief chr.xxiv. 
governor in the house of the Lord, heard that Jeremiah pro- 
phesied these things. 

2 Then Pashur smote Jeremiah the prophet, and put him in 
the stocks that tvere in the high gate of Benjamin, which was by 
the house of the Lord. 

3 And it came to pass on the morrow, that Pashur brought 
forth Jeremiah out of the stocks. Then said Jeremiah unto 
him, The Lord hath not called thy name Pashur, but ^ Magor- uThatis 
missabib. 

4 For thus saith the Lord, Behold, 1 will make thee a terror 
to thyself, and to all thy friends : and they shall fall by the 
sword of their enemies, and thine eyes shall behold it: and I 
will give all Judah into the hand of the king of Babylon, and 
he shall carry them captive into Babylon, and shall slay them 
with the sword. 

5 Moreover I ® will deliver all the strength of this city, and all ^in.xx. 
the labours thereof, and all the precious things thereof, and all 

the treasures of the kings of Judah will 1 give into the hand of 
their enemies, which shall spoil them, and take them, and carry 
them to Babylon. 

6 And thou, Pashur, and all that dwell in thine house shall go 
into captivity : and thou shalt come to Babylon, and there thou 
shalt die, and shalt be buried there, thou, and all thy friends, to 
whom thou hast prophesied lies. 
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A.c. 609. O Lord, thou hast deceived me, aud I was ^ deceived : thou 7 
A Or, enticed. RTt Stronger than I, and hast prevailed : I am in derision daily, 
every one mocketh me. 

For since I spake, I cried out, I cried violence and spoil ; 8 
because the word of the Lord was made a reproach unto me, 
and a derision, daily. 

Then I said, I will not make mention of him, nor speak any 9 
ePu xxxix.s. more in his name. But his word was in mine heart as a ® burn- 
ing fire shut up in my bones, and I was weary with forbearing, 
fJobxxxii. f j cQuld not stay. 

For I heard, the defaming of many, fear on every side. 10 
«/ Report, say they^ and we will report it. ^ All my familiars 
peace. watclied for my halting, saying^ Peradventure lie will be 
enticed, and we shall prevail against him, and we shall take our 
revenge on him. 

But the Lord is with me as a mighty terrible one: there- ]i 
& xvif78^^’ persecutors shall stumble, and they shall not ^ prevail : 

they shall be greatly ashamed ; for they shall not prosper : their 
i ch.xxiii. 4 o. ^ everlasting confusion shall never be forgotten, 
kch xi. 20 . But, O Lord of hosts, that ^triest the righteous, arid seesti2 
&XVJ 1 . 10 . reins and the heart, let me see thy vengeance on them : for 
unto thee have 1 opened my cause. 

Sing unto the Lord, praise ye the Lord: for he hath 13 
delivered the soul of the poor from the hand of evildoers. 
ch°xv"io^’ ^ Cursed he the day wherein I was born : let not the day 14 
wherein my mother bare me be blessed. 

Cursed be the man who brought tidings to my father, saying, 15 
A man child is born unto thee ; making him very glad. 
mGen. xix. And let that mail be as the cities which the Lord over- 16 
threw, and repented not : and let him hear the cry in the morn- 
ing, and the shouting at noontide ; 

Because he slew me not from the womb ; or that my mother 17 
might have been my grave, and her womb to he always great 
with me, 

n jobiii. 20 . n Wherefore came I forth out of the womb to see labour and 18 
sorrow, that my days should be consumed with shame ? 

§ 4. Prediction of the Fate of Shallum and Jehoiakim. 

JEREMIAH XXII. VER. 1 23®*. 

Thus saith the Lord; Go down to the house of the king of i 
Judah, and speak there this word. 


The first part of this chapter contains a prophecy which was evidently delivered in the reign of 
Jehoiakim, as it refers to the captivity of his immediate predecessor, and foretells this king’s death, 
(ver. 16.) The latter part of the chapter is inserted, for a similar reason, in the reign of Jehoiachin ; 
as it predicts the decease of that monarch. This chapter commences with an address to the king, 
bis servants, and people, recommending an inviolable adherence to right and justice, as the only 
means of establishing the throne of David, and of preventing the ruin both of prince and people. 
The captivity of Shallum is declared irreversible, (ver. 10 — 12.) and from 13 to 19 Jehoiakim is 
severely reproved for his tyranny and oppression, and his miserable death is foretold. “Weep not for 
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2 And say. Hear the word of the Lord, O king of Judah, that A.c. 609. 

sittest upon the throne of David, thou, and thy servants, and ' 

thy people that enter in by these gates : 

3 Thus saith the Lord; ^Execute ye judgment and righte- 
ousness, and deliver the spoiled out of the hand of the oppres- 
sor ; and do no wrong, do no violence to the stranger, the 
fatherless, nor the widow, neither shed innocent blood in this 
place. 

4 For if ye do this thing indeed, ^then shall there enter in by xvii.25. 
the gates of this house kings sitting upon the throne of David, 

riding in chariots and on horses, he, and his servants, and his ms throne. 
people. 

5 But if ye will not hear these words, I swear by myself, saith 
the Lord, that this house shall become a desolation. 

6 For thus saith the Lord unto the king^s house of Judah ; 

Thou art Gilead unto me, and the head of Lebanon : yet 
surely I will make thee a wilderness, and cities which are not 
inhabited. 

7 And I will prepare destroyers against thee, every one with 
his weapons : and they shall cut down thy choice cedars, and 
cast them into the fire. 

8 And many nations shall pass by this city, and they shall say 

every man to his neighbour, ^ Wherefore hath the Lord done doeut. xxix. 
thus unto this great city ? T’ ^ 

9 Then they shall answer, Because they have forsaken the 
covenant of the Lord their God, and worshipped other gods, 
and served them. 

10 Weep ye not for the dead, neither bemoan him : hut weep 
sore for him that goeth away : for he shall return no more, nor 
see his native country. 

11 For thus saith the Lord touching Shallum the son of Josiah 
king of Judah, which reigned instead of Josiah his father, which 
went forth out of this place ; He shall not return thither any 
more : 

12 But he shall die in the place whither they have led him cap- 
tive, and shall see this land no more. 

13 ® Woe unto him that buildeth his house bv unrighteousness, e Lev.xix.13. 
and his chambers by wrong ; that useth his neighbours service h, 15. 
without wages, and giveth him not for his work ; 

14 That saith, I will build me a wide house and ^ large cham- \lloughaired. 
bers, and cutteth him out ^ windows ; and it is ceiled with cedar, 

and painted with vermillion. 

15 Shalt thou reign, because thou closest thyself in cedar ? did 

the dead ” (ver. 10.) refers to Josiah, who was mortally wounded by Megiddo, fighting against 

Necho. (2 Chron. xxxv..22. 24.) The king after having made Shallum, or Jehoahaz, his prisoner, 

takes him to Egypt, establishes Jehoiakim his brother on the throne of Judah, and exacts tribute 

from him. — Hales; Horne. 
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h Or, incurs 
iion. 


A.c. 609. not thy father eat and drink, and do judgment and justice, and 
' ' then it was well with him ? 

He judged the cause of the poor ai^d needy ; then it was well 16 
with him : was not this to know me ? saith the Lord. 

But thine eyes and thine heart are not but for thy covetous- 17 
ness, and for to shed innocent blood, and for oppression, and for 
^ violence, to do it 

Therefore thus saith the Lord concerning Jelioiakim the 18 
Fulfilled 599. soD of Josiah king of Judah; They shall not lament for him, 
saying^ Ah my brother ! or, Ah sister ! they shall not lament 
for him, saying^ Ah lord ! or, Ah his glory ! 

He shall be buried with the burial of an ass, drawn and cast 19 
forth beyond the gates of Jerusalem. 

Go up to Lebanon, and cry ; and lift up thy voice in Bashan, 20 
and cry from the passages : for all thy lovers are destroyed. 

I spake unto thee in thy ^ prosperity ; hut thou saidst, I will 21 
not hear. This hath been thy manner from thy youth, that thou 
obeyedst not my voice. 

The wind shall eat up all thy pastors, and thy lovers shall 22 
go into captivity : surely then shalt thou be ashamed and con- 
founded for all thy wickedness. 

O ^ inhabitant of Lebanon, that makest thy nest in the cedars, 23 
how gracious shalt thou be when pangs come upon thee, the 
pain as of a woman in travail ! 


i lleb. pros- 
perities. 


k Heb. inha- 
btlress. 


§ 5. Apprehension and Arraignment of Jeremiah. 

JEREMIAH XXVI 

608. In the beginning of the reign of Jehoiakin the son of Josiah i 
king of Judah came this word from the Lord, saying, 

Thus saith the Lord ; Stand in the court of the Lord’s 2 
house, and speak unto all the cities of Judah, which come to 
worship in the Lord’s house, all the words that I command thee 
a Acts XX. 27. to spcak unto them; ^diminish not a word : if so be they will 3 
b ch. xviii. 8. hearken, and turn every man from his evil way, that I may ^ 
repent me of the evil, which I purpose to do unto them be- 
cause of the evil of their doings. And thou shalt say unto 4 
them, 

Thus saith the Lord ; If ye will not hearken to me, to walk 
in my law, which I have set before you, to hearken to the words 5 
of my servants the prophets, whom I sent unto you, both rising 
up early, and sending them^ but ye have not hearkened ; then 6 


As this chapter is dated (ver. 1.) in the beginning of the reign of Jehoiakim, it has been there- 
fore supposed by commentators to precede the 25thy which contains the prophecy of the captivity 
given in the fourth year of that king. In it (ver. 1 — 6.) Jeremiah is directed to foretell the destruc- 
tion of the temple and city of Jerusalem, without a speedy repentance and reformation; on which 
account he is apprehended, and accused before the council. 
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will I make this bouse like ® Shiloh, and will make this city a a.c. 608. 
curse to all the nations of the earth. 

7 So the priests and the prophets and all the people heard Jere- 

miah speaking these words in the house of the Lord. ch. vii. ) 2 . h. 

8 Now it came to pass, when Jeremiah had made an end of 
speaking all tliat the Lord had commanded him to speak unto 
all the people, that the priests and the prophets and all the peo- 

9 pie took him, saying, Thou shalt surely die. Why hast thou 
prophesied in the name of the Lord, saying. This house shall 
be like Shiloh, and this city shall be desolate without an inhab- 
itant? And all the people were gathered against Jeremiah in 
the house of the Lord. 

10 When the princes of Judah heard these things, then they came 
up from the king’s house unto the house of the Lord, and sat 

11 down ^in the entry of the new gate of the Lord’s house. Then d or, at tht 
spake the priests and the prophets unto the princes and to all 

the people, saying, This man is worthy to die ; for he hath 
prophesied against this city, as ye have heard with your 
ears. 

12 Then spake Jeremiah unto all the princes and to all the 
people, saying, The Lord sent me to prophesy against this 
house and against this city all the words that ye have heard. 

13 Therefore now ^anaend your ways and your doings, and obey fch. vii. 3. 
the voice of the Lord your God; and the Lord will ^ repent g ver. s. i9. 

14 him of the evil that he hath pronounced against you. As 
for me. Behold, I am in your hand : do with me ^ as seem- 

15eth good and meet unto you. But know ye tor certain, ^ 2 /^ 5 . 
that if ye put me to death, ye shall surely bring innocent blood 
upon yourselves, and upon this city, and upon the inhabitants 
thereof : for of a truth the Lord hath sent me unto you to speak 
all these words in your ears. 

16 Then said the princes and all the people unto the priests 
and to the prophets; This man is not worthy to die: for he 

17 hath spoken to us in the name of the Lord our God. Then 
rose up certain of the elders of the land, and spake to all the 

18 assembly of the people, saying, ^ Micah the Morasthite pro- » Mic. i. 1 . 
phesied in the days of Hezekiah king of Judah, and spake to 

all the people of Judah, saying, Thus saith the Lord of hosts ; 

^ Zion shall be plowed like a held, and Jerusalem shall become kMic. ui. 12 . 
heaps, and the mountain of the house as the high places of a 

19 forest. Did Hezekiah king of Judah and all Judah put him at 
all to death? did he not fear the Lord, and besought Uhe 
Lord, and the Lord repented him of the evil which he had lord. 
pronounced against him ? Thus might we procure great evil 

20 against our souls. And there was also a man that prophesied in 
the name of the Lord, Urijah the son of Shemaiah of Kirjath- 
jearim, who prophesied against this city and against this land 

21 according to all the words of Jeremiah : and when Jehoiakim 
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the king, with all his mighty men, and all the princes, heard 
his words, the king sought to put him to death : but when 
Urijah heard it, he was afraid, and fled, and went into Egypt; 
and Jehoiakim the king sent men into Egypt, namely^ Elna- 22 
than the son of Achbor, and certain men with him into Egypt. 
And they fetched forth Urijah out of Egypt, and brought him 23 
unto Jehoiakim the king; who slew him with the sword, and cast 
his dead body into the graves of the ^ common people. Never- 24 
theless the hand of Ahikam the son of Shaphan was with Jere- 
miah, that they should not give him into the band of the peo- 
ple to put him to death. 

§ 6. Jeremiads Prophecy against the army of Pharaoh-necho , 
JEREMIAH XLVI. VER. ] 12*’®. 

606 . The word of the Lord which came to Jeremiah the prophet l 
Fulfilled pre against the Gentiles; against Egypt, against the army of Pha- 2 
sentiy. raoh-necho king of Egypt, which was by the river Euphrates 
in Carchemish, which Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon smote 
in the fourth year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah king of 
Judah. 

Order ye the buckler and shield, and draw near to battle. 3 

Harness the horses ; and get up, ye horsemen, and stand 4 
forth with your helmets ; furbish the spears, and put on the 
brigan dines. 

Wherefore have I seen them dismayed and turned away 5 
aiieb. firoften back ? aiid their mighty ones are beaten down, and are ^fled 
b”S.%do apace, and look not back : for fear was round about, saith the 
fliyht. Lord. 

Let not the swift flee away, nor the mighty man escape ; 6 
they shall stumble, and fall toward the north by the river Eu- 
phrates. 

Who is this that corneth up as a flood, whose waters are moved 7 
as the rivers ? 

Egypt riseth up like a flood, and his waters are moved like 8 
the rivers ; and he saith, 1 will go up, and will cover the earth ; 

I will destroy the city and the inhabitants thereof. 

Come up, ye horses; and rage, ye chariots; and let the 9 
dHebp“J?‘ forth; nhe Ethiopians and the ‘^Libyans, 

that handle the shield : and the Lydians, that handle and bend 
the bow. 

For this is the day of the Lord God of hosts, a day of ven- lo 
geance, that he may avenge him of his adversaries : and the 
sword shall devour, and it shall be satiate and made drunk with 

«« That this prophecy was spoken early in the reign of Jehoiakim, is evident, as Nebuchadnezzar 
marched his array against the Egyptians at the beginning of the year of the captivity ; and smote 
them, and took Carchemish, in the fourth year of that king, (ver. 2.) After the fulfilment of this 
prophecy Nebuchadnezzar immediately advanced towards Syria and Judea. 
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their blood : for the Lord God of hosts hath a sacrifice in the A,C. 606 . 
north country by the river Euphrates. ' ^ 

11 Go up into Gilead, and take balm, O virgin, the daughter of 

Egypt : in vain shalt thou use many medicines : for ® thou shalt cM^^^shau be 
not be cured. unto thee. 

12 The nations have heard of thy shame, and thy cry hath filled 
the land : for the mighty man hath stumbled against the mighty, 
and they are fallen both together. 

§ 7. The Rechabites take refuge in Jerusalem from the army of the 

Chaldeans. 

JEREMIAH XXXV 

1 By ih^ohedience of the Rechahites^ 12 Jeremiah condemneth the disobedience of the 
Jews. 18 God hlesseth the Rechabites for their obedience. 

1 The word which came unto Jeremiah from the Lord in the 

2 days of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah king of Judah, saying. Go 
unto the house of the Rechabites, and speak unto them, and 
bring them into the house of the Lord, into one of the cham- 

3 bers, and give them wine to drink. Then 1 took Jaazaniah the 
son of Jeremiah, the son of Habaziniah, and his brethren, and 

4 all his sons, and the whole house of the Rechabites ; and I 
brought them into the house of the Lord, into the chamber of 
the sons of Hanan, the son of Igdaliah, a man of God, wdiich 
was by the chamber of the princes, which tvas above the cham- 
ber of Maaseiah the son of Shallum, the keeper of the ® door : 

5 and I set before the sons of the house of the Rechabites pots vessel. 
full of wine, and cups, and I said unto them. Drink ye wine. 

6 But they said, We will drink no wine: for Jonadab the son of 
Rechab our father commanded us, saying. Ye shall drink no 

7 wine, neither ye, nor your sons for ever : neither shall ye build 
house, nor sow seed, nor plant vineyard, nor have any : but all 
your days ye shall dwell in tents ; that ye may live many days 

8 in the land where ye he strangers. Thus have we obeyed the 
voice of Jonadab the son of Rechab our father in all that he 
hath charged us, to drink no wine all our days, we, our wives, 

9 our sons, nor our daughters ; nor to build houses for us to dwell 


The Rechabites, who were always accustomed to live in tents in the open country, apprehen- 
sive of their safety, retired into Jerusalem on Nebuchadnezzar’s approach to Palestine, after his 
defeat of the Egyptians at Carcheinish. On their coming to Jerusalem, Jeremiah is sent to them ; 
and, for a trial of their obedience, offers them wine to drink, (ver. 1 — ] 1.) In the following verses 
the Jews, by comparison, are upbraided with their disobedience, and menaced with vengeance. The 
18th and 19th verses promise a blessing on the Rechabites. This chapter is inserted here from the 
evidence of ver. 11 ; as Nebuchadnezzar does not appear to have come in person to Jerusalem again 
till after the death of Jehoiakim, and in all probability he was joined at this time by the Syrians, 
whom he subdued after his conquest of Carchemish. The Rechabites, as may be collected from ver. 
7, were not of the children of Israel. From 1 Chron. ii. 65. they appear to have been Kenites, a 
people originally settled in the land of Midian, and most probably the descendants of Jethro, the 
father-in-law of Moses, Jud. i. 16. Jonadab, the son of Rechab, is supposed to have been the 
same as mentioned in 2 Kings x. 16. a man of eminence, and a righteous man; otherwise Jehu would 
not have shewn him so much attention, and taken him witli him to witness his zeal for the honour of 
the true God. — Dr. Blayney. 
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A»c» 606. in : neither have we vineyard, nor field, nor seed : but we lo 
' have dvrelt in tents, and have obeyed, and done according to 
all that Jonadab our father commanded us. But it came ton 

f )ass, when Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon came up into the 
and, that we said, Come, and let us go to Jerusalem for fear 
of the army of the Chaldeans, and for fear of the army of the 
Syrians : so we dwell at Jerusalem. 

Then came the word of the Lord unto Jeremiah, saying, 12 
Thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel ; Go and tell 13 
the men of Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem, Will ye not 
receive instruction to hearken to my words ? saith the Lord. 
The words of Jonadab the son of Rechab, that he commanded 14 
his sons not to drink wine, are performed ; for unto this day 
they drink none, but obey their father’s commandment : not- 
withstanding I have spoken unto you, rising early and speaking ; 
but ye hearkened not unto me. I have sent also unto you all 15 
my servants the prophets, rising up early and sending them^ 
bch.xviii.il. saying, '^Return ye now every man from his evil way, and 
&XXV. 5, 6 . your doings, and go not after other gods to serve them, 

and ye shall dwell in the land which I have given to you and to 
your fathers : but ye have not inclined your ear, nor hearkened 
unto me. Because the sons of Jonadab the son of Rechab have 16 
performed the commandment of their father, which he com- 
manded them ; but this people hath not hearkened unto me : 
therefore thus saith the Lord God of hosts, the God of Israel ; 17 
Behold, I will bring upon Judah and upon all the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem all the evil that I have pronounced against them : 
because I have spoken unto them, but they have not heard ; 
and I have called unto them, but they have not answered. 

And Jeremiah said unto the house of the Rechabites, Thus 18 
saith the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel; Because ye have 
obeyed the commandment of Jonadab your father, and kept all 
his precepts, and done according unto all that he hath com- 
manded you: therefore thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God 19 
of Israel ; ® Jonadab the son of Rechab shall not want a man to 

SitO/LL 7X0% Ch 11 /' /• 

vmn he cut off Stand before me for ever. 

from Jonadab 

ftmb^o^/tJ^d, § 8- Prediction of the Seventy Years' Captivity. 

JEREMIAH XXV 

1 Jeremiah, reproving the Jew^s disobedience to the prophets, 8 foretelleth the seventy 
years' captivity, 12 and after that, the destruction of Babylon. 15 Under the type of 
a cup of wine he foresheweth the destruction of all nations. 34 The howling of the 
shepherds. 

The word that came to Jeremiah concerning all the people of i 
Judah in the fourth year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah king 

This prophecy was delivered (ver. 1.) in the fourth year of Jehoiakim, about the time that 
Nebuchadnezzar, having conquered the army of Necho king of Egypt, at the Euphrates, and hav- 
ing retaken Carchemish, was marching towards Syria and Palestine, to recover those provinces, and 
to reunite them to the Babylonish empire. It was delivered in the same year in which the capti- 
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of Judah, that was the first year of Nebuchadrezzar king of A.c. 606. 
Babylon ; ' ^ ' 

2 The which Jeremiah the prophet spake unto all the people of 
Judah, and to all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, saying, 

3 From the thirteenth year of Josiah the son of Amon king of 
Judah, even unto this day, that is the three and twentieth year, 
the word of the Lord hath come unto me, and I have spoken 
unto you, rising early and speaking ; but ye have not heark- 
ened. 

4 And the Lord hath sent unto you all his servants the pro- 
phets, ^ rising early and sending them ; but ye have not heark- 
ened, nor inclined your ear to hear. 

5 They said, ^ Turn ye again now every one from his evil 

way, and from the evil of your doings, and dwell in the land ii. &xxxy. 
that the Lord hath given unto you and to your fathers for ever 
and ever. 

6 And go not after other gods to serve them, and to worship 
them, and provoke me not to anger with the works of your 
hands ; and I will do you no hurt. 

7 Yet ye have not hearkened unto me, saith the Lord ; that 
ye might provoke me to anger with the works of your hands to 
your own hurt. 

8 Therefore thus saith the Lord of hosts ; Because ye have 
not heard my words, 

9 Behold, I will send and take all the families of the north, 
saith the Lord, and Nebuchadrezzar the king of Babylon, my 
servant, and will bring them against this land, and agiunst the 
inhabitants thereof, and against all these nations round about, 
and will utterly destroy them, and make them an astonishment, 
and an hissing, and perpetual desolations. 

10 Moreover I will take from them the ^ voice of mirth, and cHeb. 
the voice of gladness, the voice of the bridegroom, and 

voice of the bride, the sound of the millstones, and the light of ‘ 
the candle. ^^ek. xxvi. 

11 And this whole land shall be a desolation, and an astonish- ’ 

ment ; and these nations shall serve the king of Babylon seventy ^xxv^^h 22 

years. Ezrai. l.’ch. 

12 And it shall come to pass, when ^ seventy years are accom- 

plished, that I will ^ punish the king of Babylon, and that 
nation, saith the Lord, for their iniquity, and the land of the j 
Chaldeans, and will make it perpetual desolations. 536 . eS! T 

13 And I will bring upon that land all iny words which I have 


vity it predicts actually took place. Jeremiah, in this chapter, reproves the Jews for their disregard 
of the divine calls to repentance, (ver. 1 — 8.) He most distinctly foretells their subjugation, toge- 
ther with that of the neighbouring nations, to the king of Babylon, for seventy years, and the fall of 
the Babylonish empire at that period, (ver. 8 — 14.) The same is foreshewn under the symbol of 
the cup of God’s wrath, with which the prophet is represented in vision as being sent to all the 
nations to make them drink of it. to their utter subversion, (ver. 16 — 29.) The like prophecy is 
the third time repeated from ver. 30 to the end. — Dr. Blayney in loc. 

12 
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A.c. 606. pronounced against it, even all that is written in this book, which 
' Jeremiah hath prophesied against all the nations. 
li ch.xxvii. 7. For many nations and great kings shall serve themselves of 14 
them also: and I will recompense them according to their deeds, 
and according to the works of their own hands. 

For thus saith the Lord God of Israel unto me ; Take the 15 
P 8 °ix^!‘ 8 .^‘ ‘ wine cup of this fury at my hand, and cause all the nations, 
is.ii. 17. to whom I send thee, to drink it. 

And they shall drink, and be moved, and be mad, because i 6 
of the sword that I will send among them. 

Then took I the cup at the Lord^s hand, and made all the \7 
nations to drink, unto whom the Lord had sent me : 

To wit^ Jerusalem, and the cities of Judah, and the kings is 
thereof, and the princes thereof, to make them a desolation, an 
astonishment, an hissing, and a curse ; as it is this day ; 

Pharaoh king of Egypt, and his servants, and his princes, and 19 
all his people ; 

And all the mingled people, and all the kings of the land of 20 
Uz, and all the kings of the land of the Philistines, and Ash- 
kelon, and Azzah, and Ekron, and the remnant of Ashdod, 
k ch. xiix. 7, k Edom, and ^ Moab, and the children of ^ Ammon, 21 

1 ch. xiviii. 1 . And all the kings of " Tyrus, and all the kings of Zidon, and 22 

n ch^’xYvfi! 4 ! the kings of the ° isles which are beyond the ^ sea, 
b^ihJs7asuie '^Dedan, and Tema, and Buz, and all ^that are in the 23 
p ch. xiix. 2 ^ 3 . utmost corners, 

r Heb^cw^ojf And all the kings of Arabia, and all the kings of the ®mingled 24 
the people that dwell in the desert, 

corners of the And all the kiiigs of Zimri, and all the kings of ^ Elam, and 25 
ch. ix. 26. all the kings of the Medes, 

tch.'xiix! 34.’ And all the kings of the north, far and near, one with another, 26 
and all the kingdoms of the world, which aj^e upon the face of 
the earth : and the king of Sheshach shall drink after them. 

Therefore thou shalt say unto them, Thus saith the Lord 27 
of hosts, the God of Israel; Drink ye, and be drunken, and 
spue, and fall, and rise no more, because of the sword which I 
will send among you. 

And it shall be, if they refuse to take the cup at thine hand 28 
to drink, then shalt thou say unto them. Thus saith the Lord 
of hosts ; Ye shall certainly drink. 

For, lo, ^ I be^in to bring evil on the city ^ which is called 29 
nameiTLii name, and should ye be utterly unpunished ? Ye shall 

ed not be unpunished : for I will call for a sword upon all the in- 

habitants of the earth, saith the Lord of hosts. 

Therefore prophesy thou against them all these words, 30 
y Joel m. 16 . and say unto them, The Lord shall ^ roar from on high, and 
’ ’ utter his voice from his holy habitation ; he shall mightily roar 
upon his habitation ; he shall give a shout, as they that tread 
the grapes^ against all the inhabitants of the earth. 
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31 A noise shall come even to the ends of the earth; for the A.c. 606. 

Lord hath a controversy with the nations, he will plead with all ^ ' 

flesh ; he will give them that are wicked to the sword, saith the 
Lord. 

32 Thus saith the Lord of hosts. Behold, evil shall go forth 
from nation to nation, and a great whirlwind shall be raised up 
from the coasts of the earth. 

33 And the slain of the Lord shall be at that day from one 
end of the earth even unto the other end of the earth: they shall 

not be ^lamented, neither gathered, nor buried; they shall^^^ 4. 
be dung upon the ground. 

34 ^ Howl, ye shepherds, and cry ; and wallow yourselves in v ® ^ 

the ashesy ye principal of the flock : for ^ the days of your ^ heb. your 
slaughter and of your dispersions are accomplished ; and ye slaughter. 
shall fall like ®a pleasant vessel. cUeh a vessel 

35 And ^ the shepherd shall have no way to flee, nor the 'pTU\^dneh.%ght 

cipal of the flock to escape. ].fmml'stp- 

36 A voice of the cry of the shepherds, and an howling of 
principal of the flock, shall he heard : for the Lord hath spoiled 
their pasture. 

37 And the peaceable habitations are cut down because of the 
fierce anger of the Lord. 

38 He hath forsaken his covert, as the lion ; for their land is 
® desolate because of the fierceness of the oppsessor, and because 
of his fierce anger. 

§ 9. First reading of the Roll by Baruch. 

JEREMIAH XXXVI. VER. 1 — 8 

1 And it came to pass in the fourth year of Jehoiakim the son 
of Josiah king of Judah, that this word came unto Jeremiah 

2 from the Lord, saying, Take thee a roll of a book, and write 
therein all the words that I have spoken unto thee against Is- 
rael, and against Judah, and against all the nations, from the 

day I spake unto thee, from the days of ® Josiah, even unto ach. xxv. s. 

3 this day. It may be that the house of Judah will hear all the 


By divine appointment, Jeremiah causes Baruch to write all his former prophecies in a roll, 
and to read them to the people, to give them an opportunity, before they were taken into Babylon, 
of “ presenting their supplications before the Lord,” as his anger was greatly kindled against them. 
The expression, “ shut up,” ver. 5. Dr. Blayney supposes to signify, from the context following, that 
Jeremiah was under some confinement, or restraint, which precluded him from going to the house 
of Jehovah ; he might have been obliged, after the charge brought against him, chap. xxvi. to have 
given some security that he would not enter the temple, or prophesy in it for a certain time, without 
being absolutely in prison ; as we read ver. 19. (the year following) he was then at liberty. Arch- 
bishop Usher, and Dean Prideaux, both think the roll was read twice; once in the 4th, and again 
in the fifth year of Jehoiakim, ver. 8—10. and on their authority this chapter is divided. The great 
fast of the expiation, on which it is supposed Baruch read the roll, in the 4th year, was annually kept 
by the Jews on the 10th day of the month Tizri, which answers to our September; immediately 
before Nebuchadnezzar laid siege to Jerusalem. 

Dr. Blayney is of a contrary opinion, and supposes the roll to have been read only once ; for his 
arguments on this subject, see Blayney’s Notes on Jeremiah in loc. Josephus mentions the roll as 
being read once in the 9th month of the 6th year of Jehoiakim. 
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evil w^hicli I purpose to do unto them ; that they may return 
every man from his evil way ; that I may forffive their iniquity 
and their sin. Then Jeremiah called Baruch the son of Ner- 4 
iah: and Baruch wrote from the mouth of Jeremiah all the 
words of the Lord, which he had spoken unto him, upon a roll 
of a book. And Jeremiah commanded Baruch, saying, I am 5 
shut up ; I cannot go into the house of the Lord : therefore 6 
go thou, and read in the roll, which thou hast written from my 
mouth, the words of the Lord in the ears of the people in the 
Lord’s house upon the fasting day : and also thou shalt read 
them in the ears of all Judah that come out of their cities. It T 
may be ^ they will present their supplication before the Lord, 
and will return every one from his evil way : for great is the 
anger and the fury that the Lord hath pronounced against 
this people. And Baruch the son of Neriah did according to 8 
all that Jeremiah the prophet commanded him, reading in the 
book the words of the Lord in the Lord’s house. 

§ 10. Consolation to Baruch on reading the Roll. 

JEREMIAH XLV^^ 

The word that Jeremiah the prophet spake unto Baruch the 1 
son of Neriah, when he had written these words in a book at 
the mouth of Jeremiah, in the fourth year of Jehoiakim the son 
of Josiah king of Judah, saying. 

Thus saith the Lord, the God of Israel, unto thee, O Bar- 2 
uch ; thou didst say, Woe is me now ! for the Lord hath added 3 
grief to my sorrow ; I fainted in my sighing, and I find no rest. 
Thus shalt thou say unto him. The Lord saith thus; Behold, 4 
that which I have built will I break down, and that which I 
have planted I will pluck up, even this whole land. And seek- 5 
est thou great things for thyself? seek them not: for, behold, I 
will bring evil upon all flesh, saith the Lord : but thy life 
a eh. xxxix. will I give unto thee ^ for a prey in all places whither thou 
goest. 

§11, Commencement of the Captivity. 

2 KINGS XXIV. PART OF VER. 1. 

In his days Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came up, and i 
Jehoiakim became his servant three years. 

2 CHRONICLES XXXVI. VER. 6, 7. 

a Or, cAaitw: Against him came up Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, and 6 
pretold, Hab. bound him in ® fetters, to carry him to Babylon. ^ N^uchad- 7 
b 2 ‘Km. nezzar also carried off the vessels of the house of the Lord to 
Dan.’i!^!, 2. Babylon, and put them in his temple at Babylon. 

7 ® This chapter is merely an appendage to chap, xxxvi. its date, and, therefore, its place, are 
assigned, by ver. 1 . Jeremiah, by God’s command, encourages Baruch with the assurance that 
his life should be preserved by a special providence, amidst all the calamities denounced against 
Judah. 
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DANIEL I, VER. 1 7. 

1 In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah A.c. 606. 
*^came Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon unto Jerusalem, and c 2 Kin.xxiv. 

2 besieged it And the Lord gave Jehoiakim king of Judah ixiv? e. 
into his hand, with part of the vessels of the house of God : 
which he carried into the land of Shinar to the house of his 

god ; and he brought the vessels into the treasure house of his god. 

3 And the king spake unto Ashpenaz the master of his eunuchs, 

that he should bring ^ certain of the children of Israel, and of d Foretold 

4 the king’s seed, and of the princes ; children in whom was no ^ 7 ^ la! 
blemish, but well favoured, and skilful in all wisdom, and cun- 
ning in knowledge, and understanding science, and such as 
had ability in them to stand in the king’s palace, and whom 
they might teach the learning and the tongue of the Chaldeans. 

5 And the king appointed them a daily provision of the king’s 
meat, and of ® the wine which he drank : so nourishing them e Heb. the 
three years, that at the end thereof they might stand before the 

6 king. Now among these were of the children of Judah, Da- 

7 niel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah : unto whom the prince 
of the eunuchs gave names : for he gave unto Daniel the name 
of Belteshazzar ; and to Hananiah, of Shadrach ; and to Mis- 
hael, of Meshach ; and to Azariah, of Abed-nego. 

2 KINGS XXIV. VER. 3, 4. 

3 Surely at the commandment of the Lord came this upon 
Judah, to remove them out of his sight, for the sins of Manasseh, 

4 according to all that he did ; and also for the innocent blood 
that he shed : for he filled Jerusalem with innocent blood ; 
which the Lord would not pardon. 

The year of the captivity must be dated from A.C. 606, the fourth year of Jehoiakim ; for the 
decree of Cyrus was issued at the end of the seventy years, in the year 536. Some difficulty has 
arisen from an apparent difference between Daniel and Jeremiah. The latter, chap. xxv. ver. 1. 
dates the commencement of the captivity in the fourth of Jehoiakim ; the former is supposed to date 
it in the third. On examining, however, the passage in Daniel, (Dan. i. ver. 1.) it will be remarked, 
that it only relates that Nebuchadnezzar came up to Jerusalem and besieged it. No date being 
assigned, ver. 2. to the captivity of the king, and the removal of his treasures; we may infer, accord- 
ing to Jeremiah, that the captivity actually took place in the fourth year of Jehoiakim, and that 
Daniel begins his computation from the time that Nebuchadnezzar was sent by his father from 
Babylon on this expedition ; which was in the latter end of the third year of Jehoiakim. After that, 
two months, at least, must have been spent in his march to the borders of Syria. There, in about 
the beginning of the fourth year of Jehoiakim, he fought the Egyptians, and, having overthrown 
them, besieged Carchemish, and took it. After this he reduced all the provinces of Syria, and 
Phenicia ; in which having employed the greatest part of the year, in the beginning of October he 
laid siege to Jerusalem, and took it about a month after. This event is supposed to have taken 
place on the 18th of the month called Cisleu, which answers to our November; and this day has 
ever since beei^et apart by the Jews as an annual fast, in commemoration of this great calamity. 
On Jehoiakim JPumbling himself, and submitting to become tributary, he is^restored to his kingdom ; 
and Nebuchadnezzar, hearing of his father’s death, hurries across the desert to take possession of 
his empire ; leaving his captives, in the care of his generals, to follow after. Before he removed from 
Jerusalem, he gave particular orders to Ashpenaz, the master of his eunuchs, to choose children of 
the royal family and nobility of the land, ver. 4. to take with him to Babylon, “ to stand in the 
king’s palace, and to whom they might teach the learning and the tongue of the Chaldeans 
thereby exactly fulfilling the word of the Lord, spoken by Isaiah to Hezekiah king of Judah, above 
an hundred years before this event. Isaiah xxxix. 7- — Prideaux’s Connection, vol. i, p. 87 > — 
Hales’ Anal. vol. ii. p. 478. 
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Events at Jerusalem^ between the Commencement of the Captivity 
to the Burning of the Temple. 

§ 1 . Reign of Jehoiakim continued. — Second Reading of the Roll. 

JEREMIAH XXXVI. VER. Qj TO THE END. 

9 And it came to pass in the fifth year of Jehoiakim the son of A.c. 605. 
Josiah king of Judah, in the ninth month, that they proclaimed ' ' 


^ The great object of that revelation which God, at various times, and in divers manners, im- 
parted to man, was to establish among them the knowledge of himself^ and gradually to direct their 
attention to his Son. 

The revelation first given to Adam was preserved during the deluge by Noah, the only individual, 
except his own family, that remained uncorrupt in the old world, and it was by him committed to 
the new. Idolatry, however, again sprang up soon after the Deluge ; and, to prevent another total 
corruption, the language of mankind was confounded, and the world was divided into several dis- 
tinct societies ; yet so general was the idolatry that had contaminated the several colonies which 
had emigrated from Shinar, that, within four hundred years after the flood, the knowledge and 
worship of the one true God was once more in danger of being entirely lost. To prevent this fearful 
evil, instead*T)f destroying again all flesh, the divine Wisdom revealed himself to Abraham ; begin- 
ning with him to form a peculiar people, by whom the knowledge of the true God should be 
preserved and transmitted to all future nations. In pursuance of this gracious design, God com- 
manded him to separate from his idolatrous kindred, and to go into a distant land : and, after this 
trial of his faith and obedience, the Almighty took him under his especial care ; appeared to him, 
conversed with him, encouraged him by promises and blessings ; and imparted to him new laws and 
religious ceremonies. Isaac and Jacob were made heirs of the same blessings : and when this family 
were grown numerous enough to be a people, the Almighty himself became their King. “ With a 
mighty hand, and a stretched-out arm,” he delivered them from Egyptian bondage; and, after a 
series of most wonderful miracles, to confirm their faith, and to destroy their idolatrous enemies — a 
passage is opened for them through the lied Sea — pillars of cloud and fire alternately direct their 
march ; and the Almighty establishes his covenant with them on Mount Sinai, promising 
them every blessing, on condition that they observed his laws and statutes, and refrained 
from idolatry. At length they were put in possession of the land promised to their forefathers, 
Gen. XV. 18. ; and, to furnish them with a most convincing proof of the imbecility of idol-gods, 
and of the great sin of idolatry, they were commissioned to destroy all the nations of Canaan 
who trusted in them. Still the Israelites, on every opportunity, shewed that they were not entirely 
alienated from the false worship of the neighbouring nations ; and, for a long course of years, they 
were exercised with a variety of dispensations : when they were obedient to the laws and service 
of God, they were triumphant and prosperous ; when they forsook him, they were in distress and 
bondage. Often as the people apostatized, idolatry never received support from the head of the 
nation till the time of Solomon, who was the first ruler that erected an idolatrous altar, and who 
bowed down before a graven image. With this act, idolatry may be considered as usurping the 
established dominion of the true religion, and to reign in her stead. The nation soon after divided ; 
the ten tribes wholly revolted from the God of their fathers, and formed themselves into a distinct 
people. They resisted all the appeals of their prophets, the miracles of Elijah and Elisha, the 
judgments of God, the continued fulfilment of various predictions, and every other evidence of the 
truth of their Scriptures, and were at last taken captive at three several invasions by the kings of 
Assyria; by Tiglath-Pileser, in the reign of Ahaz ; by Shalmaneser, in that of Hezekiah ; and by 
Esar-haddon, in the reign of Manasseh. 

The people of Judah, though frequently relapsing into idolatry^ had never so entirely devoted 
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A.c. 605. a fast before the Lord to all the people in Jerusalem, and to all 
' " the people that came from the cities of Judah unto Jerusalem. 

Then read Baruch * in the book the words of Jeremiah in the lo 
house of the Lord, in the chamber of Gemariah the son of 
K Or, door Sliaplian the scribe, in the higher court, at the entry of 
bch.xxvi.io. new gate of the Lord’s house, in the ears of all the 
people. 


tliernselves to it, as totally to renounce the worship of God : and they were still permitted to con- 
tinue in the promised land more than one hundred years after the great captivity of the ten tribes 
by Sennacherib. During the whole of this period, they were constantly appealed to by judgments, 
prophecies, and promises, to repent of their idolatries, and to become wholly devoted to the God of 
their fathers. There seems to have been in the kingdom of Judah, an uninterrupted contest 
between the worshippers of Jehovah and those of idols : but the party of the latter so much pre- 
dominated, that all the exertions of good kings, and the constant exhortations and denunciations of 
the prophets, were ineffectual to produce a reformation: the attachment of the Jews to the worship 
of the God of their fathers visibly and gradually declined, till an open and general apostacy threat- 
ened to ensue. The prophets of the Lord were insulted, imprisoned, and slain. Idolatry was 
openly advocated — its grossest superstitions resorted to — and the worship of Jehovah abandoned. 
Prosperity and adversity, prophecy and miracle, the desolations of war, the loss of power, wealth, 
pre-eminence, and liberty, were alike in vain inflicted, to reclaim this rebellious race. “ The whole 
head is sick, and the whole heart faint ” — an universal degeneracy prevailed, and threatened in a 
short time to annihilate God’s visible church upon earth. To wean the Jews from this universal 
idolatry, and to continue the knowledge of the true God in the world ; not only to this single nation, 
but to all the future nations of the earth ; God in his mercy inflicted a new judgment on his people, 
to the gracious effects of which we may perhaps, even to this day, consider ourselves indebted for 
the Hebrew Scriptures, and the very existence of the Christian Church. 

After a succession of punishments, and every possible appeal to their feelings, and understandings, 
had been constantly and vainly made, the seventy years’ captivity began. This dreadful calamity 
came upon them gradually ; it was brought upon them for their sins, as Moses had fgretold. Lev. 
xxvi. 30 — 36. and was the means decreed by divine Wisdom to effect their reformation! While their 
sad and desolate state naturally tended to excite in them serious reflections on their past conduct — 
while the recollection of their iniquities and idolatry would be still fresh in their memory, and the 
denunciations and predictions of their prophets were too faithfully accomplished, and too severely 
felt — they learnt to detest the cause of all these sufferings ; to honour God, and to keep his laws. 
This dispensation was also calculated to spread the knowledge of God in those eastern countries 
where the Jewish people were stationed. Through the merciful interposition of divine Providence, 
some of the distinguished captives were raised to the highest posts of dignity and power in the 
courts both of Assyria and Persia ; and the greatest monarchs, from their constancy and fidelity, 
openly confess^ the living and true God, Dan. ii. 47, &c. iv. 34, &c. ; and made decrees in favour 
of his worship, Esther viii. 7, and following verses, Dan. iii. 29. vi. 26. The great Cyrus was so 
well acquainted with the true God, that one of his first ads, after he obtained the empire of 
Persia, was to make a decree for the return of the Jews into their own country, and for the rebuild- 
ing of the temple, Ezra i. From all this it is evident, that the Jews in their captivity must have 
repented of their transgressions, and “must have known and seen that it was an evil thing and 
bitter, that they had forsaken the Lord their God for, during their appointed sojourning in 
strange lands, they were a burning and shining light to all the eastern countries. And thus, in this 
dispensation, the Almighty, in punishing his peculiar people, and in bringing about their reforma- 
tion, made them the messengers of his glory and power, and the instruments of his mercy, in con- 
veying to nations that were in “ darkness and the shadow of death,” the knowledge of the one true 
God, the Creator and Preserver of the World. 

^ ft has been already stated, that the roll of Jeremiah’s prophecies is supposed to have been read 
twice. From ver. 9, and 10, of Jeremiah xxxvi. it appears that the second time it was read was on 
the fast day in the ninth month of the fifth year of Jehoiakim. This day of humiliation, in all pro- 
bability, was appointed by the king or the Sanhedrim, in remembrance of some great calamity; as 
the great day of fasting and expiation annually observed by the Jews, wa^ always held on the tenth 
day of the month Tisri. This fast, therefore, is generally supposed to have been instituted in com- 
memoration of the calamity which had befallen Jerusalem on the s^n)« day of the preceding year, 
when Nebuchadnezzar took Jerusalem ; and it is still observed by the Jews in reference to this 
event. This part of chapter xxxvi. is inserted here on the united authorities of Calmet, Prideaux, 
Lightfoot, Taylor, and Archbishop Usher. 
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11 When Michaiah the son of Gemariah, the son of Shaphan, A.c. 605. 

12 had heard out of the book all the words of the Lord, then he ^ 

went down into the king’s house, into the scribe’s chamber : 

and, lo, all the princes sat there, even Elishama the scribe, and 
Delaiah the son of Shemaiah, and Elnathan the son of Achbor, 
and Gemariah the son of Shaphan, and Zedekiah the son of 

13 Hananiah, and all the princes. Then Micaiah declared unto 
them all the words that he had heard, when Baruch read the 

14 hook in the ears of the people. Therefore all the princes sent 
Jehudi the son of Nethaniah, the son of Shelemiah, the son of 
Cushi, unto Baruch, saying, Take in thine hand the roll 
wherein thou hast read in the ears of the people, and come. 

So Baruch the son of Neriah took the roll in his hand, and 

15 came unto them. And they said unto him, Sit down now, and 

16 read it in our ears. So Baruch read it in their ears. Now it 
came to pass, when they had heard all the words, they were 
afraid both one and other, and said unto Baruch, We will surely 

17 tell the king of all these words. And they asked Baruch, say- 
ing, Tell us now, How didst thou write all these words at his 

18 mouth ? Then Baruch answered them. He pronounced all these 
words unto me with his mouth, and I wrote them with ink in 

19 the book. Then said the princes unto Baruch, Go, hide thee, 
thou and Jeremiah ; and let no man know where ye be. 

20 And they went in to the king into the court, but they laid 
up the roll in the chamber of Elishama the scribe, and told all 

21 the words in the ears of the king. So the king sent Jehudi to 
fetch the roll: and he took it out of Elishama the scribe’s 
chamber. And Jehudi read it in the ears of the king, and in 

22 the ears of all the princes which stood beside the king. Now 
the king sat in the winterhouse in the ninth month: and there 

23 was a fire on the hearth burning before him. And it came to 
pass, that when Jehudi had read three or four leaves, he cut it 
with the penknife, and cast it into the fire that was on the 
hearth, until all the roll was consumed in the fire that was on 

24 the hearth. Yet they were not afraid, nor rent their garments, 
neither the king, nor any of his servants that heard all these 

25 words. Nevertheless Elnathan and Delaiah and Gemariah 
had made intercession to the king that he would not burn the 

26 roll : but he would not hear them. But the king commanded 

Jerahmeel the son ® of Hammelech, and Seraiah the son of ^ <>/ the 

Azriel, and Shelemiali the son of Abdeel, to take Baruch 

the scribe and Jeremiah the prophet : but the Lord hid 
them. 

27 Then the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah, after that 
the king had burned the roll, and the wo^ds which Baruch wrote 

28 at the mouth of Jeremiah, saying. Take thee again another roll, 
and write in it all the former words that were in the first roll, 

29 which Jehoiakim the king of Judah hath burned. And thou 
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A.c. 605 . ghalt say to Jehoiakim king of Judah, Thus saith the Lord ; 

' Thou hast burned this roll, saying, Why hast thou written 
therein, saying. The king of Babylon shall certainly come and 
destroy this land, and shall cause to cease from thence man 
and beast ? Therefore thus saith the Lord of Jehoiakim king 30 
of Judah ; He shall have none to sit upon the throne of David: 
dch.xxii.i9. and his dead body shall be ^cast out in the day to the heat, and 
eHei). in the night to the frost. And I will ® punish him and his seed 31 
ch. xxiii. 84. and his servants for their iniquity ; and I will bring upon them, 
and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and upon the men of 
Judah, all the evil that I have pronounced against them ; but 
they hearkened not. 

Then took Jeremiah another roll, and gave it to Baruch the 32 
scribe, the son of Neriah; who wrote therein from the mouth 
of Jeremiah all the words of the book which Jehoiakim the king 
of Judah had burned in the fire: and there were added besides 
fUGh.aithey. unto them many ^like words. 

§ 2. Rehellion and Death of Jehoiakim. 

2 KINGS XXIV. PART OF VER. 1, AND VER. 2. 

603. 3 jjg turned and rebelled against him. And the Lord 1,2 

sent against him bands of the Chaldees, and bands of the 
Syrians, and bands of the Moabites, and bands of the children 
ach. XX. 17 . of Ammon, and sent them against Judah to destroy it, ® accord- 
fa ing to the word of the Lord, which he spake ^by his servants 

hand of. prophets. 

2 CHRONICLES XXXVI. VER. 5. 

599- Jehoiakim was twenty and five years old when he began to 5 
reign, and he reigned eleven years in Jerusalem : and he did 
that which was evil in the sight of the Lord his God. 

2 KINGS XXIV. VER. 5. 

Now the rest of the acts of Jehoiakim, and all that he did, 5 
are they not written in the book of the chronicles of the kings 
of Judah ? 

® Jehoiakim rebelled against Nebuchadnezzar three years after that monarch had released him 
from fetters, and restored him to his kingdom. This division of the verse, though apparently very 
abrupt and singular, is unavoidable, from the necessity of attending to the history. Nebuchadnez- 
zar, on this revolt, being probably prevented from going himself to Jerusalem, by being engaged in 
observing the motions of the Medes and Lydians, between whom, in the tenth year of Jehoiakim, 
he was called upon to mediate a peace, sent orders to all his lieutenants, and governors of provinces, 
to make war upon the weakened kingdom of Judah, and to ravage the land on every side. This 
brought upon Jehoiakim all the neighbouring nations which were subject to the Babylonian power. 
At the end of three years, during which time these different people had been constantly harassing 
the surrounding country, they at length united against Jerusalem. Jehoiakim, it is generally sup- 
posed, was taken prisoner in a sally which he made upon them ; and being slain with a sword, 
according to the prediction of Jeremiah, his dead body was ignominiously cast out into the high- 
way, without one of the gates of Jerusalem. — Prideaux’s Connection, vol. i. p. 96. 

12 
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2 CHRONICLES XXXVI. VER. 8. 

8 Now the rest of the acts of Jehoiakim, and his abominations A.c. 599. 
which he did, and that which was found in him, behold, they 
are written in the book of the kings of Israel and Judah: and 
® Jehoiachin his son reigned in his stead. iii. IG. or, 

Coniahy Jer. 

§ 3. Reign of Jehoiachin, nineteenth King, 3 Months, — Captivity of 
Ezekiel, SfC, SfC, 

2 KINGS XXIV. VER. 6 — 9* 

6 So Jehoiakim slept with his fathers : and Jehoiachin his son 

7 reigned in his stead. And the king of Kgypt came not again a caiied/^co- 
any more out of his land : for the king of Babylon had taken from 

the river of Egypt unto the river Euphrates all that pertained xxiv. 1. and 

8 to the king of Egypt. ^ Jehoiachin was eighteen * years old 


^ On comparing 2 Kings xxiv. 8. with the parallel passage 2 Chron. xxxvi. 9. we observe, that in 
the first of these Jehoiachin is said to have been eighteen when he began to reign ; and, in the 
other, that he was only eight years old. The difference may be reconciled, either by supposing 
that the custom of uniting the successor to the throne with its actual possessor, which seems to have 
uniformly existed in the kingdom of Judah, had been here adopted ; or, as Lightfoot conjectures, 
that the commencement of the captivity is referred to in 2 Chron. xxxvi. 9. ; and that this passage 
signifies, that Jehoiachin began to reign in the eighth year of the first captivity by Nebuchadnezzar. 
Unmoved either by the warning of Jeremiah, the calamities of his country, or the fate of his father, 
Jehoiachin continued to “do evil in the sight of the Lord.” His conduct provoked a bitter declara- 
tion of God’s wrath against him, by the mouth of the prophet Jeremiah, and it was as bitterly 
executed upon him. After Jehoiakim’s death, Jerusalem was still besieged by the governors of the 
provinces, and the other officers of Nebuchadnezzar ; and, at the end of three months, this king 
himself, having settled the affairs of Asia Minor, advanced with the royal army, and laid siege in 
person to that city. Jehoiachin, finding it was not possible to defend Jerusalem, surrendered it, with 
himself, his mother, his princes, and his servants, to Nebuchadnezzar. He was immediately put 
into chains, and carried prisoner to Babylon, where he continued until Nebuchadnezzar’s death, 
shut up in prison, for at least thirty-seven years. 

The latter part of this prophecy (Jer. xxii. 29.), is thus translated by Dr. Hales : 

Oh earth, earth, earth, hear the word of the Lord. 

Thus saith the Lord, Write this man childless, 

A man who shall not prosper in his days : 

For none of his seed shall prosper, 

Sitting upon the throne of David, 

And reigning any more over Judah. 

When Jehoiachin was deposed by Nebuchadnezzar, Zedekiah vras made king; and none of 
Jehoiachin's family ever came to the throne. For allowing that Sheshbazzar (who was appointed 
governor of Judea under the title of Zerubbabel, at the return from the captivity in the first year of 
Cyrus, Ezra i. 8.), was the lineal descendant of Jeconiah, 1 Chron. iii. 17, 18, 19. Matt. i. 12.; 
yet he was merely a provincial governor, Haggai i. 1. ; a mere vassal of the king of Persia, in 
whom the sovereignty rested, and therefore he could not be considered as sitting on the throne of 
David, and ruling in Judah. Not any of the kings that reigned afterwards in Judah were even of 
the family of David, till Christ himself came ; not of the seed of Jehoiachin, but descended from the 
same ancestor by a collateral line. The prophet emphatically and solemnly calls upon the earth, to 
witness the dissolution of the temporal kingdom of the house of David, and predicts, in a beautiful 
metaphor before used by Isaiah, the spiritual kingdom that should succeed it (compare Jer, xxiii. 6. 
with Isaiah xi. 1.) ; and thus, at the very moment when the failure of Solomon’s house is denounced, 
God in his mercy declares he will raise from the root of Jesse an everlasting kingdom, a righteous 
Branch, to live and to flourish for ever. The twenty-third chapter begins with denunciations of woe 
against all those evil shepherds who scattered, instead of attending to the flock. Zedekiah is 
generally supposed to be alluded to as one of the evil pastors, ver. 1, 2. From ver. 3 — 9, the peo- 
ple are consoled with gracious promises of future blessings, of their return from captivity, and of 
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A.c. 599. when he began to reign, and he reigned in Jerusalem three 
months. And his mother’s name was Nehushta, the daughter 
of Elnathan of Jerusalem. And he did that which was evil 9 
in the sight of the Lord, according to all that his father had 
done. 


JEREMIAH XXII. VER. 24, TO THE END. 

As I live, saith the Lord, though Coniah the son of Jehoia-24 
kirn king of Judah were the signet upon my right hand, yet 
would I pluck thee thence ; 

And I will give thee into the hand of them that seek thy life, 25 
and into the hand of them whose face thou fearest, even into the 
hand of Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon, and into the hand of 
the Chaldeans. 

, And I will cast thee out, and thy mother that bare thee, 26 
into another country, where ye were not born ; and there shall 
ye die. 

But to the land whereunto they ^desire to return, thither 27 

tnetrmtna. i n i 

shall they not return. 

Is this man Coniah a despised broken idol ? is he a vessel 28 
wherein is no pleasure ? wherefore are they cast out, he and his 
seed, and are cast into a land which they know not ? 

O earth, earth, earth, hear the word of the Lord. 29 

Thus saith the Lord, Write ye this man childless, a man so 
that shall not prosper in his days : for no man of his seed shall 
prosper, sitting upon the throne of David, and ruling any more 
in Judah. 

JEREMIAH XXIII. 

1 He prophesieth a restoration of the scattered flocJc, 5 Christ shall rule and save them. 

9 Against false prophets j 33 and mockers of the true prophets. 

xJxw ® be unto the pastors that destroy and scatter the sheep i 

of my pasture ! saith the Lord. 

Therefore thus saith the Lord God of Israel against the 2 
pastors that feed my people ; Ye have scattered my flock, and 
driven them away, and have not visited them : behold, I will 
visit upon you the evil of your doings, saith the Lord. 

And I will gather the remnant of my flock out of all coun- 3 
tries whither I have driven them, and will bring them again to 
their folds ; and they shall be fruitful and increase. 


the glorious establishment of Messiah’s kingdom. Jeremiah then, with a broken heart, seems to 
revert again to the ruin that awaited the house of David, and, in proclaiming its decay, denounces 
the just judgments of God on those false prophets who had predicted its duration, who had deceived 
the nation to its ruin ; and whose bad examples, and evil doctrines, had so largely contributed to the 
corruption of the visible church. He exhorts the people not to trust in them, and threatens with 
severe punishment all those who, in defiance of this command, still continue to give ear to their 
deceitful dreams, and calls the word of the Lord spoken by his true prophets “ a burden,” which 
signifies a calamitous prophecy, always portending evil. See 1 Kings xxii. 8, where Ahaz makes 
the same objection to Micaiah. The judgment threatened in the two last verses of this chapter 
is still fulfilling, and the Jews will remain “an everlasting reproach,” and a “perpetual shame,” 
till they shall be finally restored to the city of their fathers. — Lightfoot ; Blayney ; Hales. 
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4 And I will set up ^ shepherds over them which shall feed A.c. 699. 
them ; and they shall fear no more, nor be dismayed, neither 

shall they be lacking, saith the Lord. 

5 Behold, ®the days come, saith the Lord, that I will raise « is iv. 2 . & 
unto David a righteous Branch, and a King shall reign and xxxiii. 14, 15. 
proper, and shall execute judgment and justice in the earth, 

6 ^In his days Judah shall be saved, and Israel shall dwell 

safely : and this is his name whereby he shall be called, ^ THE guei). Jeho. 
LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS. vau.iuuenu. 

7 Therefore, behold, ^ the days come, saith the Lord, that xvi.n, 
they shall no more say. The Lord liveth, which brought up 

the children of Israel out of the land of Egypt ; 

8 But, The Lord liveth, which brought up and which led the 
seed of the house of Israel out of the north country, and from 
all countries whither I had driven them ; and they shall dwell 
in their own land. 

9 Mine heart within me is broken because of the prophets ; 
all my bones shake ; I am like a drunken man, and like a man 
whom wine hath overcome, because of the Lord, and because 
of the words of his holiness. 

10 For the land is full of adulterers; for because of * swearing i 
the land mourneth ; the pleasant places of the wilderness are 

dried up, and their course is evil, and their ^ force is not right, ^or, violence. 
IJ For both prophet and priest are profane; yea, in my house 
have I found their wickedness, saith the Lord. 

12 Wherefore their way shall be unto them as slippery wa^s in 
the darkness : they shall be driven on, and fall therein : for I 
will bring evil upon them, even the year of their visitation, saith 
the Lord. 

13 And I have seen folly in the prophets of Samaria; they 

prophesied in Baal, and caused my people Israel to err. mUeb.Unta- 

14 I have seen also in the prophets of Jerusalem ^ an horrible 
thing: they commit adultery, and walk in lies: they strengthen 
also the hands of evil-doers, that none doth return from his 
wickedness : they are all of them unto me as Sodom, and the o is. i. o. 
inhabitants thereof as Gomorrah, 

15 Therefore thus saith the Lord of hosts concerning the pro- 
phets; Behold, I will feed them with p wormwood, and make ^ 
them drink the water of gall : for from the prophets of Jerusa- 
lem is ^ profaneness gone forth into all the land. 

16 Thus saith the Lord of hosts, Hearken not unto the words 
of the prophets that prophesy unto you : they make you vain : 
they speak a vision of their own heart, and not out of the 
mouth of the Lord. 

17 They say still unto them that despise me, The Lord hath r ch. vi. h. 
said, Ye shall have peace ; and they say unto every one that Lekl’xVii.io. 
walketh after the ® imagination of his own heart. No evil shall 

come upon you. bomnets. 
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t Or, secret. 


X ch. XXX. 24. 


y ch. xiv. 14 . 
& xxvii. Ifl. 


z Ps. cxxxix, 
7, &c. Amos 
ix.2, 3. 


a Judg, iii. 7. 
& viii. 33, 34. 

b Heb. with 
whom is. 


c Deut. xviii. 
20. ch. xiv. 

14, 15. 

d Or, that 
smooth their 
tongues. 


e Heb. visit 
upon. 


For who hath stood in the * counsel of the Lord, and hath 18 
perceived and heard his word ? who hatli marked his word, and 
heard it ? 

Behold, a ^ whirlwind of the Lord is gone forth in fury, 19 
even a grievous whirlwind : it shall fall grievously upon the 
head of the wicked. 

The ^ anger of the Lord shall not return, until he have exe- 20 
cuted, and till he have performed the thoughts of his heart : in 
the latter days ye shall consider it perfectly. 

I yhave not sent these prophets, yet they ran: I have not 21 
spoken to them, yet they prophesied. 

But if they had stood in my counsel, and had caused my 22 
people to hear my words, then they should have turned them 
from their evil way, and from the evil of their doings. 

Am I a God at hand, saith the Lord, and not a God afar 23 
oflF? 

Can any ^ hide himself in secret places that I shall not see 24 
him? saith the Lord. Do not I fill heaven and earth? saith 
the Lord. 

I have heard what the prophets said, that prophesy lies in 25 
my name, saying, I have dreamed, I have dreamed. 

How long shall this be in the heart of the prophets that 26 
prophesy lies ? yea, they are prophets of the deceit of their 
own heart ; 

Which think to cause my people to forget my name by their 27 
dreams which they tell every man to his neighbour, ^ as their 
fathers have forgotten my name for Baal. 

The prophet ^ that hath a dream, let him tell a dream ; and 28 
he that hath my word, let him speak my word faithfully. What 
is the chaff to the wheat ? saith the Lord. 

Is not my word like as a fire? saith the Lord; and like a 29 
hammer that breaketh the rock in pieces ? 

Therefore, behold, am against the prophets, saith the 30 
Lord, that steal my words every one from his neighbour. 

Behold, I am against the prophets, saith the Lord, that 31 
use their tongues, and say. He saith. 

Behold, I am against them that prophesy false dreams, saith 32 
the Lord, and do tell them, and cause my people to err by 
their lies, and by their lightness : yet I sent them not, nor 
commanded them : therefore they shall not profit this people at 
all, saith the Lord. 

And when this people, or the prophet, or a priest, shall ask 33 
thee, saying, What is the burden of the Lord? thou shalt then 
say unto them. What burden ? I will even forsake you, saith 
the Lord. 

And as for the prophet, and the priest, and the people, that 34 
shall say, The burden of the Lord, I will even ® punish that 
man and bis house. 
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35 Thus shall ye say every one to his neighbour, and every A.c. 599. 

one to his brother, What hath the Lord answered ? and. What ' 

hath the Lord spoken ? 

36 And the burden of the Lord shall ye mention no more : for 
every man’s word shall be his burden ; for ye have perverted 
the words of the living God, of the Lord of hosts our God. 

37 Thus shalt thou say to the prophet, What hath the Lord 
answered thee ? and. What hath the Lord spoken ? 

38 But since ye say, The burden of the Lord ; therefore thus 
saith the Lord ; Because ye say this word. The burden of the 
Lord, and I have sent unto you, saying. Ye shall not say. The 
burden of the Lord ; 

39 Therefore, behold, I, even I, will utterly forget you, and I 
will forsake you, and the city that I gave you and your fathers, 
and cast you out of my presence : 

40 And 1 will bring ^an everlasting reproach upon you, and 
perpetual shame, which shall not be forgotten. 

2 KINGS XXIV. VER. 10 — 16. 

10 ^ At that time the servants of Nebuchadnezzar king of Baby- ^ ^ 

Ion came up against Jerusalem, and the city ^ was besieged. 

11 And Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came against the city, 

12 and his servants did besiege it. And Jelioiachin the king of 
Judah went out to the king of Babylon, he, and his motlier, 
and his servants, and his princes, and his ^ officers : ^ and the 

king: of Babylon took him in the eighth year of his reign, chadnezzar’s 

13 ^ And he carried out thence all the treasures of the house of the Jer. xxv. i.’ 
Lord, and the treasures of the king’s house, and cut in pieces is.^xSx.^c. 
all the vessels of gold which Solomon king of Israel had made 

14 in the temple of the Lord, as the Lord had said. And he 
carried away all Jerusalem, and all the princes, and all the 
mighty men of valour, even ten thousand captives, and all the 
craftsmen and smiths : none remained, save the poorest sort 

15 of the people of the land. And "'he carried away Jehoiachin 

to Babylon, and the king’s mother, and the king’s wives, and Esth. ii. e. 
his " officers, and the mighty of the land, those carried he into nOr,cM«wc/n. 

16 captivity from Jerusalem to Babylon®. And all the men of 
might, even seven thousand, and craftsmen and smiths a thou- 
sand, all that were strong and apt for war, even them the king 
of Babylon brought captive to Babylon. 

2 CHRONICLES XXXVI. VER. Qj 10. 

9 ® Jehoiachin was eight years old when he began to reign, ® 

and he reigned three months and ten days in Jerusalem: and 

10 he did that which was evil in the sight of the Lord. And 


* The prophet Ezekiel, and Mordecai, were among the captives carried to Babylon after the 
surrender of Jehoiakin, and this second conquest of Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar. — Ezekiel i. 2. 
Esther ii. 6. 



444 


PERIOD SEVENTH. 


[part I. 


^ when the year was expired, king Nebuchadnezzar sent, and 
p Heb. a/ ihe brought him to Babylon, with the ^ goodly vessels of the house 
of the Lord, and made ^ ® Zedekiah his brother king over Judah 
q Heb vessels and Jerusalem. 

of desire. 
r Or, Mntta^ 

niah,hisfa- § 4. Accessiofi of Zedekiah — Prediction of the Restoration of the Jews. 

ther's brother, 

2Km.xxiv. JEREMIAH LII. VER. 1, 2, 3. 


s jer. xxxvii. Zedekiah was ®one and twenty years old when he ^ began to i 
xxif'is ^’oign, and he reigned eleven years in Jerusalem. And his 
b Heb. reign- mother’s name was Hamutal the daughter of Jeremiah of Lib- 

nah. And he did that which was evil in the eyes of the Lord, 2 
according to all that Jehoiakim had done. For through the 3 
anger of the Lord it came to pass in Jerusalem and Judah, 
till he had cast them out from his presence, that Zedekiah 
rebelled against the king of Babylon. 


JEREMIAH XXIV®, 

1 Under the type of good and bad figs, 4 he foresheweth the restoration of them that were 
in captivity, 8 and the desolation of Zedekiah and the rest. 

The Lord shewed me, and, behold, two baskets of figs were i 
set before the temple of the Lord, after that Nebuchadrezzar 
12 ^ &c"/chr ^f Babylon had carried away captive Jeconiah the son of 

xxxvi. 10 . Jehoiakim king of Judah, and the princes of Judah, with the 
carpenters and smiths, from Jerusalem, and had brought them 
to Babylon. One basket had very good figs, even like the figs 2 
that are first ripe : and the other ba^et had very naughty figs, 
which could not be eaten, ^they were so bad. Then said the 3 
Lord unto me. What seest thou, Jeremiah? And I said. Figs; 
the good figs, very good ; and the evil, very evil, that cannot 
be eaten, they are so evil. 

Again the word of the Lord came unto me, saying. Thus 4, 5 
saith the Lord, the God of Israel ; Like these good figs, so 
lapZuy! will I acknowledge ® them that are carried away captive of 
Judah, whom I have sent out of this place into the land of the 
Chaldeans for their good. For I will set mine eyes upon them 6 
^ for good, and I will bring them again to this land : and I will 
them, and not pull them down ; and I will plant them, and 
|zek. xi. not pluck them up. And I will give them ^an heart to know 7 
26; 27 .^™' me, that I am the Lord; and they shall be «my people, and I 
I x^xx*^ 33 ^^' will be their God : for they shall return unto me with their 
&xxxii. 38. whole heart. 


® The date and place of this chapter are assigned in ver. 1 . The prophecy it contains must have 
been delivered at the very beginning of Zedekiah’s reign, as Jehoiachin's captivity is mentioned as 
having lately taken place. Under the type of good and bad figs, God represents to Jeremiah the 
different manner in which he would deal with his people. To those Jews that were taken into 
Babylon he promises restoration and peace ; while Zedekiah and his subjects are threatened with 
an utter dispersion, and the total desolation of their land. The captivity of the former would be 
** for their good,” and the means of their preservation ; the liberty and security of the latter, “ by 
filling up the measure of their iniquities,” would tend to their final destruction. — Blayney; Prideaux; 
Lightfoot. 
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8 And as the evil ^ which cannot be eaten, thej^ are so evil ; A.c. 699. 
surely thus saith the Lord, So will I give Zedekiah the king hch. xxix.^ 
of Judah, and his princes, and the residue of Jerusalem, that 
remain in this land, and them that dwell in the land of Egypt : 

9 and I will deliver them ’ to ^ be removed into all the kingdoms 
of the earth for their hurt, to be a reproach and a proverb, a 

10 taunt and a curse, in all places whither I shall drive them. And xxviii. 25 . 

I will send the sword, the famine, and the pestilence, among ^ 
them, till they be consumed from off the land that I gave unto 
them and to their fathers. 

§ 5. Prediction of the Duration of the Captivity. 

JEREMIAH XXIX. VER. 1 — 14 ^ 

1 Now these are the words of the letter that Jeremiah the pro- ^^7. 
phet sent from Jerusalem unto the residue of the elders which 
were carried away captives, and to the priests, and to the pro- 
phets, and to all the people whom Nebuchadnezzar had carried 

2 away captive from Jerusalem to Babylon; (after that ® Jeconiah xxiv ^^2 &c 
the king, and the queen, and the ^eunuchs, the princes of Judah bOr.cAiw- 
and Jerusalem, and the carpenters, and the smiths, were de- 

3 parted from Jerusalem ;) by the hand of Elasah the son of 
Shaphan, and Gemariah the son of Hilkiah, (whom Zedekiah 
king of Judah sent unto Babylon to Nebuchadnezzar king of 

4 Babylon) saying, T'hus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of 
Israel, unto all that are carried away captives, whom I have 

5 caused to be carried away from Jerusalem unto Babylon ; build 
ye houses, and dwell in them ; and plant gardens, and eat the 

6 fruit of them; take ye wives, and beget sons and daughters; 

^ Dr. Blayney observes, (notes on Jeremiah in loc. p. 179.) “ There is no person that can read 
this chapter with attention without being sensible of an embarrassment and incoherence in particu- 
lar pans of it, which leaves a suspicion of some capital defect either in the text, or its arrangement. 
Happily the LXX are found to step in here lo our relief, by evidencing a transposition of ver. 15, 
which they have placed, where undoubtedly it ought tp stand, immediately before ver. 21. This 
emendation I have adopted, as by it a due order and connection is restored, both in the place from 
whence the verse is removed, and in that to which it is transferred. A sufficient proof of its authen- 
ticity,” In addition to which it may be observed, that the false prophets alluded to in ver. 15, are 
mentioned by name in ver. 21. 

The letter of Jeremiah, sent to Babylon by the messengers of king Zedekiah, was written to 
exhort the captive Jews to accommodate themselves to their present circumstances — to provide for 
themselves in the country whither they were carried, as settled inhabitants of the same, and to con- 
duct themselves in every respect as such ; praying for the peace of the city. He assures them their 
captivity would last seventy years, and it was in vain to expect any deliverance till the time that 
God had appointed. He informs them of what would happen to their brethren left behind at Jeru- 
salem, who, so far from being able to effect their deliverance, would be visited by “ the sword, the 
famine, and pestilence.” He denounces God’s curse on those false prophets who had deceived the 
people with hopes and promises of a speedy restoration. Nebuchadnezzar, on finding that the Jews 
were prevented from settling in the places assigned to them by the vain predictions of their false 
teachers, ordered Zedekiah and Ahab (who are supposed to have been the two elders that conspired 
against Susannah,) to be seized, and roasted to death. This letter being read to the Jewish cap- 
tives, many of those who believed in the promises of their pretended prophets, and who were 
unwilling to submit to their appointed chastisement, requested Shemaiah the Nehelamite, to write 
by the same messengers to Zephaniah, the second priest of the temple, complaining of the conduct of 
Jeremiah, and requesting that he might be reproved for the same. A severe judgment is, in con- 
sequence, pronounced upon Shemaiah. 
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A.c. 597. and take wives for your sons, and give your daughters to hus- 
bands, that they may bear sons and daughters ; that ye may be 
increased there, and riot diminished. And seek the peace of 7 
the city whither I have caused you to be carried away captives, 
and pray unto the Lord for it : for in the peace thereof shall ye 
have peace. 

For thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel ; Let 8 
not your prophets and your diviners, that be in the midst of you, 

& deceive you, neither hearken to your dreams which ye cause 

xxvii. 14, 15. to be dreamed. For they prophesy ^falsely unto you in my 9 
j them, saith the Lord. 

xlxw^‘21 22 Lord, That after ® seventy years be ac- 10 

Ezrai. i.ch. compHshed at Babylon I will visit you, and perform my good 
xxvii. 22. word toward you, in causing you to return to this place. For 11 
Dan. ix. 2. J the thoughts that I think toward you, saith the Lord, 

fHeb.end thoughts of Deace, and not of evil, to give you an ^expected 

andexpecta- , ® rr*, n *' i ii i 

tion. end. Ihen shall ye ^ call upon me, and ye shall go and pray 12 
g Dan. IX. 3 , J hearken unto you. And ye shall seek me, 13 

and find me^ when ye shall search for me with all your heart. 
And I will be found of you, saith the Lord : and I will turn u 
away your captivity, and I will gather you from all the nations, 
and from all the places whither I have driven you, saith the 
Lord; and I will bring you again into the place whence I 
caused you to be carried away captive. 

JEREMIAH XXIX. VER. l6 — 20. 

Know that thus saith the Lord of the king that sitteth upon 16 
the throne of David, and of all the people that dwelleth in this 
city, and of your brethren that are not gone forth with you into 
captivity; Thus saith the Lord of hosts; Behold, I will send 17 
upon them ^ the sword, the famine, and the pestilence, and will 
make them like vile ^ figs, that cannot be eaten, they are so evil. 
And I will persecute them with the sword, with the famine, and 18 
with the pestilence, and will deliver them to be removed to all 
the kingdoms of the earth, ^ to be a curse, and an astonishment, 
and an hissing, and a reproach, among all the nations whither I 
have driven them: because they have not hearkened to my 19 
words, saith the Lord, which sent unto them by my ser- 
vants the prophets, rising up early and sending them ; but ye 
would not hear, saith the Lord. 

Hear ye therefore the word of the Lord, all ye of the cap- 20 
tivity, whom I have sent from Jerusalem to Babylon : 

JEREMIAH XXIX. VER. 15. 

Because ye have said, the Lord hath raised us up prophets 15 
in Babylon. 


h ch. xxiv. 
10 . 

i ch. xxiv. 8. 


k Ileb. for a 
curse. 


1 ch. XXV. 4. 
& xxxii. 33. 
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JEREMIAH XXIX. VER. 21, TO THE END. 

21 Thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, of Ahab the A.c. 597- 
son of Kolaiah, and of Zedekiah the son of Maaseiah, which 
prophesy a lie unto you in my name ; Behold, I will deliver 

them into the hand of Nebuchadrezzar kin^ of Babylon ; and 

22 he shall slay them before your eyes ; and of them shall be 
taken up a curse by all the captivity of Judah which are in 
Babylon, saying, The Lord make thee like Zedekiah and like 

23 Ahao, whom the king of Babylon roasted in the fire ; because 
they have committed villany in Israel, and have committed 
adultery with their neighbours’ wives, and have spoken lying 
words in my name, which I have not commanded them ; even 
I know, and am a witness, saith the Lord. 

24 Thus shalt thou also speak to Shemaiah the ^ Nehelamite, 

25 saying, Thus speaketh the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, 
saying. Because thou hast sent letters in thy name unto all the 
people that are at Jerusalem, and to Zephaniah the son of 

26 Maaseiah the priest, and to all the priests, saying. The Lord 
hath made thee priest in the stead of Jehoiada the priest, that 
ye should be officers in the house of the Lord, for every man 

that is " mad, and maketh himself a prophet, that thou should- Jj^Actsxxvi 

27 est put him in prison, and in the stocks. Now therefore why 24 . 
hast thou not reproved Jeremiah of Anathoth, which maketh 

28 himself a prophet to you ? For therefore lie sent unto us in 
Babylon, saying. This captivity is long : build ye houses, and 
dwell in them ; and plant gardens, and eat the fruit of them. 

29 And Zephaniah the priest read this letter in the ears of Jere- 
miah the prophet. 

30 Then came the word of the Lord unto Jeremiah, saying, 

31 Send to all them of the captivity, saying. Thus saith the Lord 
concerning Shemaiah the Nehelamite ; Because that Shema- 
iah hath prophesied unto you, and I sent him not, and he caus- 

32 ed you to trust in a lie : therefore thus saith the Lord ; Be- 
hold, I will punish Shemaiah the Nehelamite, and his seed : 
he shall not have a man to dwell among his people ; neither 
shall he behold the good that I will do for my people, saith the 

Lord ; ® because he hath taught p rebellion against the Lord. o^ch. xxviii. 

§ 6. Prophecy of the Restoration of the Jews, ^ neh. revolt. 

JEREMIAH XXX *. 

1 God sheweth Jeremiah the return of the Jews, 4 After their trouble they shall have 
deliverance. He comforteth Jacob. Their return shall be gracious. 20 fVratk 
shall fall on the wicked. 

1 The word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord, saying, 

® These two chapters of Jeremiah are made to follow the 29th, on the united authority of Blayney, 
Lightfoot, and other commentators. As there is no particular date annexed to this prophecy, it is 
not unreasonable to suppose it was delivered immediately after the preceding one ; in which the 
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A.C. 697. Thus speaketh the Lord God of Israel, saying, Write thee 2 
" all the words that I have spoken unto thee in a book. 

For, lo, the days come, saith the Lord, that I will bring 3 
again the captivity of my people Israel and Judah, saith the 
Lord : and I will cause them to return to the land that I gave 
to their fathers, and they shall possess it. 

And these are the words that the Lord spake concerning 4 
Israel and concerning Judah. 

a Or, there Is For thus saith the LoRD ; We have heard a voice of trem- 5 
bling, ® of fear, and not of peace. 

restoration of the people from their captivity was clearly foretold. The temporal deliverance of the 
Jews from Babylon is always regarded as a type of their spiritual and glorious redemption ; and both 
these events are frequently connected together in the prophetic writings ; the accomplishment of the 
former affording the Jews the strongest possible evidence, that the latter, how remote soever its 
period, would in like manner be effected at the appointed time, by the interposition of Divine Pro- 
vidence. These chapters predict not only the restoration of the captivity of Babylon, but the resto- 
ration of the captivity of Israel also ; those ten tribes that were carried away by Shalmaneser, king 
of Assyria : and the whole tenor of the prophecy gives us reason to expect a complete and universal 
deliverance ; when God will manifest himself, as formerly, the God and Patron of all the families of 
Israel, and not of a few only. This great redemption remains to be accomplished in the reign of 
the Messiah, when there can be no doubt, that this prophecy of the final spiritual establishment of 
the Jews, will be as faithfully fulfilled as that which predicted their temporal return to the holy 
city. 

The 30th chapter opens with a description of the distress and consternation that should fall upon 
all nations preparatory to the deliverance of Jacob. Israel (from ver. 10. to 18.) is promised resto- 
ration, after a severe chastisement for the multitude of its offences. This is followed by an enu- 
meration of the blessings and privileges the Jews would enjoy on their admission to God’s favour ; 
and ver. 23 and 24 declare, that the anger of Jehovah should not subside, till all his enemies are 
destroyed ; and then, and not till then, an entire reconciliation should take place between the Lord, 
and all the families of Israel, (see xxxi. 1.) The second part of this prophecy, beginning at ver. 2, 
is marked by a sudden transition to a more distant period of time, and represented in a vision, 
(ver. 26.) God announces therein the renewal of his ancient love for Israel, and promises them 
speedy restoration and happiness. He promises to conduct them to Zion, and to “turn their 
mourning into joy,” that “ they shall not sorrow any more at all.” 

Raman was a city of Benjamin, near which, Rachel, the mother of Joseph and Benjamin, was 
buried. Rachel is represented (ver. 15 to 18.) as just risen from her grave, refusing to be com- 
forted for her children, who are all either slain, or gone into exile. The Evangelist applies this 
prophecy to Herod’s massacre of the infants at Bethlehem, (Matt. ii. 17, 18.) ; but this cruel 
destruction could not have been trhe primary signification of the prophecy, as the sequel consoles 
Rachel with the promise, that her children were not lost for ever, that they should still reward her 
care, and “ come again from the land of the enemy.” Ephraim is afterwards described as “ bemoan- 
ing himself” for his past disobedience ; and, on his penitence, God receives him once more as his 
darling child, and promises to “have mercy upon him.” The “virgin of Israel” is exhorted (ver. 
21, 22.) to hasten her return; and, for her encouragement, she is told, that God would work a 
miracle in her favour, and would enable her, though apparently so weak, to overcome and prevail 
against all her powerful enemies. The vision closes with an allusion to the circumstances that 
attended the first introduction of the Jews to the land of Canaan, when each family had a separate 
portion assigned them for their own cultivation and subsistence ; and each individual, in conse- 
quence, became a husbandman, and feeder of flocks. God promises his people, they shall again 
dwell in the “mountain of holiness,” and cultivate it according to their ancient institutions, re- 
deemed from every want and infirmity. After Jeremiah awakes from his vision, or dream, God 
assures him, that he would be more anxious to restore Israel and Judah, than he had ever been to 
destroy them. The meaning of the proverbial expression, “ the fathers have eaten a sour grape, 
and the children’s teeth are set on edge,” seems to have been founded on what is often declared in 
Scripture, that “ God visiteth the sins of the fathers upon the children.” It is here promised, that 
no man hereafter should suffer for the sins of another ; but that “ every one shall die for his own 
iniquity,” only. God declares he will make with Israel and Judah a better covenant than l^e did 
with their forefathers ; that they shall continue his people as long as the sun and moon endure ; and 
that Jerusalem shall be again built with enlarged boundaries, not to be “ plucked up nor thrown 
down any more for ever,” — Blayney in loc. 
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6 Ask ye now, and see whether ^ a man doth tl’avail with child ? A c. 597 . 
wherefore do I see every man with his hands on his loins, as a b H^ama/c. 
woman in travail, and all faces are turned into paleness ? 

7 ® Alas ! for that day is great, so that none is like it : it is even 

the time of Jacob’s trouble ; but he shall be saved out of it. zepi. i. u,’ 

8 For it shall come to pass in that day, saith the Lord of hosts, 
that I will break his yoke from off thy neck, and will burst 
thy bonds, and strangers shall no more serve themselves of 
him : 

9 But they shall serve the Lord their God, and ^ David their & 

king, whom 1 will raise up unto them. xxxvii/i^. 

10 Tlierefore fear thou not, O my servant Jacob, saith the ^^is, xii.Vb 
Lord; neither be dismayed, O Israel: for, lo, 1 will save 

thee from afar, and thy seed from the land of their captivity; xui. 27 , 28 . 
and Jacob shall return, and shall be in rest, and be quiet, and 
none shall make him afraid. 

11 For 1 am with thee, saith the Lord, to save thee : though I 

make a full end of all nations whither I have scattered thee, yet 
will I not make a full end of thee : but I will correct thee ^in 
measure, and will not leave thee altogether unpunished. 28 ." 

12 For thus saith the Lord, Thy bruise is incurable, and thy 
wound is grievous. 

13 There is none to plead thy cause, ^ that thou mayest be bound 

up : thou hast no healing medicines. or, pressing. 

14 All thy lovers have forgotten thee; they seek thee not; for 
I have wounded thee with the wound of an enemy, with the 
chastisement of a cruel one, for the multitude of thine iniquity ; 
because thy sins were increased. 

15 Why ^ criest thou for thine afHiction? thy sorrow is incurable oh. xv. is. 
for the multitude of thine iniquity : because thy sins were in- 
creased, I have done these things unto thee. 

16 Therefore all they that devour thee ' shall be devoured ; and 
all thine adversaries, every one of them, shall go into captivity ; 
and they that spoil thee shall be a spoil, and all that prey upon 
thee will I give for a prey. 

17 For I will restore health unto thee, and I will heal thee of thy 
wounds, saith the Lord ; because they called thee an Outcast, 
saying^ This is Zion, whom no man seeketh after. 

18 Thus saith the Lord ; Behold, I will bring again the cap- 
tivity of Jacob’s tents, and have mercy on his dwelling places ; 

and the city shall be builded upon her own ^ heap, and the k or, mu 
palace shall remain after the manner thereof. 

19 And out of them shall proceed thanksgiving and the voice of 
them that make merry : and I will multiply them, and they 
shall not be few ; I will also glorify them, and they shall not be 
small. 

20 Their children also shall be as aforetime, and their congrega- 
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A.c. 6 ^ tipn shall be estatblished before me, and I will punish all that 
oppress them. 

And their nobles shall be of themselves, and their gfovernor 21 
shall proceed from the midst of them ; and I will cause him to 
draw near, and he shall approach unto me : for who is this that 
engaged his heart to approach unto me? saith the Lord. 

&^xxxr ^33 ^ people, and I will be your God. 22 

xxxii. 38. Behold, the “^whirlwind of the Lord goeth forth with fury, a 23 
19 , ” continuing whirlwind : it shall ® fall with pain upon the head 
of the wicked. 

oOr, remain. The fierce anger of the Lord shall not return, until he have 24 
done ^Y, and until he have performed the intents of his heart : 
in the latter days he shall consider it. 

JEREMIAH XXXI. 

1 The restoration of Israel. 10 The publication thereof. 15 Rahel mourning is 
comforted. 18 Ephraim repenting is brought home again. 22 Christ is promised. 
27 His care over the church. 31 His new covenant. 35 The stability^ 36 and 
amplitude of the church. 

At the same time, saith the Lord, wdll I be the God of all l 
the families of Israel, and they shall be my people. 

Thus saith the Lord, The people which were left of the sword 2 
found grace in the wilderness ; even Israel, when I went to cause 
him to rest. 

p^web./fom The Lord hath appeared Pof old unto me, saying^ Yea, I 3 
q Or, have I have loved thee with an everlasting love : therefore ^ with lov- 
^ngidndVeTs' iugkindness have I drawn thee. 

unto thee. Again I will build thee, and thou shalt be built, O virgin 4 
XV. 20 . of Israel: thou shalt again be adorned with thy ^®tabrets, 
s Or, timbrels. and shalt go forth in the dances of them that make merry. 

Thou shalt yet plant vines upon the mountains of Samaria : 5 
/awfthem planters shall plant, and shall ^eat them as common 

things. 

For there shall be a day, that the watchmen upon the mount 6 
Ephraim shall cry, Arise ye, and let us go up to Zion unto the 
Lord our God. 

For thus saith the Lord ; Sing with gladness for Jacob, and 7 
shout among the chief of the nations ; publish ye, praise ye, 
and say, O Lord, save thy people, the remnant of Israel. 

Behold, I will bring them from the north country, and gather 8 
tnem from the coasts of the earth, and with them the blind and the 
lame, the woman with child and her that travaileth with child 
toother : a ^eat company shall return thither. 
uOt, favours. They shall come with weeping, and with supplications will 9 

I lead them : I will cause them to walk by the rivers of waters 
in a straight way, wherein they shall not stumble : for I am a 
X Ex. iv. 22 . father to Israel, and Ephraim is my * firstborn. 

Hear the word of the Lord, O ye nations, and declare it in 10 
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the isles afar off, and say. He that scattered Israel will gather A.c. 697. 
him, and keep him, as a shepherd doth his flock. ' 

11 For the Lord hath redeemed Jacob, and ransomed him from 
the hand of him that was stronger than he. 

12 Therefore they shall come and sing in the height of Zion, 
and shall flow together to the goodness of the Lord, for wheat, 
and for wine, and for oil, and for the young of the flock and 
of the herd : and their soul shall be as a y watered garden ; and y 
they shall not sorrow any more at all. 

13 Then shall the virgin rejoice in the dance, both young men 
and old together : for I will turn their mourning into joy, and 
will comfort them, and make them rejoice from their sorrow. 

14 And I will satiate the soul of the priests with fatness, and my 
people shall be satisfied with my goodness, saith the Lord. 

]5 Thus saith the Lord; ^ A voice was heard in Ramah, la- * 
mentation, and bitter weeping; Rahel weeping for her children 
refused to be comforted for her children, because they were 
not. 

16 Thus saith the Lord ; Refrain thy voice from weeping, and 
thine eyes from tears : for thy work shall be rewarded, saith 
the Lord ; and they shall come again from the land of the 
enemy. 

17 And there is hope in thine end, saith the Lord, that thy chil- 
dren shall come again to their own border. 

18 I have surely heard Ephraim bemoaning himself thus ; Thou 
hast chastised me, and I was chastised, as a bullock unaccus- 
tomed to the yoke : turn thou me, and I shall be turned ; for 
thou art the Lord my God. 

19 Surely ^ after that I was turned, I repented ; and after that aUeut. xxx.. 
I was instructed, I smote upon my thigh : I was ashamed, yea, 

even confounded, because I did bear the reproach of my 
youth. 

20 Is Ephraim my dear son ? is he a pleasant child ? for since 
I spalce against him, I do earnestly remember him still : there- 
fore my bowels ^are troubled for him; I will surely have 
mercy upon him, saith the Lord. 

21 Set thee up way marks, make thee high heaps : set thine heart 
toward the highway, even the way which thou wen test : turn 
again, O virgin of Israel, turn again to these thy cities. 

22 How long wilt thou go about, O thou backsliding daughter ? 
for the Lord hath created a new thing in the earth, A woman 
shall compass a man. 

23 Thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel ; As yet 
they shall use this speech in the land of Judah and in the cities 
thereof, when I shall bring again their captivity ; The Lord 
bless thee, O habitation of justice, and mountain of holiness. 

24 And there shall dwell in Judah itself, and in all the cities 

G g 2 
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A.c. 597. thereof togetherj husbandmen, and they go forth with 
' flocks. 

For I have satiated the weary soul, and I have replenished 25 
every sorrowful soul. 

Upon this I awaked, and beheld ; and my sleep was sweet 26 
unto me. 

Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that I will sow the 27 
house of Israel and the house of Judah with the seed of man, 
and with the seed of beast. 

And it shall come to pass, that like as I have watched over 28 
them, to pluck up, and to break down, and to throw down, and 
to destroy, and to afflict ; so will 1 watch over them, to build, 
and to plant, saith the Lord. 

c Ezek.xviii. c ti^ose duys they shall say no more. The fathers have eaten 29 
a sour grape, and the children’s teeth are set on edge. 

But every one shall die for his own iniquity : every man that 30 
eateth the sour grape, his teeth shall be set on edge, 
d neb.vm.8. Behold, the ^days come, saith the Lord, that I will make a 31 
new covenant with the house of Israel, and with the house of 
Judah : 

Not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers 32 
in the day that I took them by the hand to bring them out of 
laJeconti-^^ the land of Egypt ; which my covenant they brake, ® although 
vjtedanhus- J was an husbaud unto them, saith the Lord : 

Mm But this shall be the covenant that I will make with the house 33 

of Israel; After those days, saith the Lord, I will put my law 
f ch. xxiv. 7. in their inward parts, and write it in their hearts ; ^ and will be 
their God, and they shall be my people. 

And they shall teach no more every man his neighbour, and 34 
gis. liv. 13. every man his brother, saying. Know the Lord: for ^ they 
John VI. 45 . know me, from the least of them unto the greatest of 

hch.xxxiii. them, saith the Lord: for ^I will forgive their iniquity, and 
Lts^x.Ts.^^’ I will remember their sin no more. 

iGen. i. 16 . Thus saith the Lord, ^ which giveth the sun for a light by 35 
day, and the ordinances of the moon and of the stars for a light 
k Is. li, 1.5. ^ night, which divideth ^ the sea when the waves thereof roar; 

The Lord of hosts is his name: 

lilVxxiii’ 20 ’ those ordinances depart from before me, saith the Lord, 36 
then the seed of Israel also shall cease from being a nation be- 
fore me for ever. 

mch. xxxiii. Thus saith the Lord ; ^ If heaven above can be measured, 37 
and the foundations of the earth searched out beneath, I will 
also cast off all the seed of Israel for all that they have done, 
saith the Lord. 

Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that the city shall be 38 
built to the Lord from the tower of Hananeel unto the gate of 
the corner. 



PART I.] FATE OF THE SURROUNDING NATIONS PREFIGURED. 453 


39 And the measuring line shall yet go forth over against it upon A.c. 597. 

the hill Gareb, and shall compass about to Goath. ' ' 

40 And the whole valley of the dead bodies, and of the ashes, 
and all the fields unto the brook of Kidron, unto the corner of 
the horse gate toward the east, shall he holy unto the Lord ; it 
shall not be plucked up, nor thrown down any more for ever. 

§ 7. Fate of the surrounding Nations prefigured, — Hananiah the False 
Prophet is punished with Death, 

JEREMIAH XXVII 

1 In the beginning of the reign of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah 
king of Judah came this word unto Jeremiah from the Lord, 

2 saying. Thus ^ saith the Lord to me ; Make thee bonds and ^oRolaid.^ 

3 yokes, and put them upon thy neck, and send them to the king 
of Edom, and to the king of Moab, and to the king of the Am- 
monites, and to the king of Tyrus, and to the king of Zidon, 
by the hand of the messengers which come to Jerusalem unto 

4 Zedekiah king of Judah; and command them ^to say unto 
their masters. Thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel; 

5 Thus shall ye* say unto your masters ; I have made tlie earth, 

* By some error of the transcribers, the word Jehoiakim has been inserted in the first verse of 
chapter xxvii. which is placed here on the authority of Dr. Blayney. Lightfoot would insert it the 
fourth of Jehoiakim, on the supposition that Jeremiah spoke prophetically both of Zedekiah’s reign, 
and of the surrounding kings who sent messengers to him to make a league against Egypt. It is so 
difficult to reconcile the common reading with what follows, that Mr. Lowth acknowledges that the 
least forced way of solving the difficulty, is, to say that Jehoiakim crept into the text instead of 
Zedekiah, by the negligence of the scribes. We accordingly find (Zedekiah) in one MS. of 

good repute and antiquity ; in the margin of another, and most probably it was so in the text of a 
third, where the ^ was evidently y at first, and the remainder of the word is upon an erasure. The 
Syriac and the Oxford MS. of the Arabic version also read Zedekiah. 

It is evident. Dr. Blayney further observes, (Notes on Jeremiah in loc. p. 201.) that the pro- 
phecies contained both in this chapter and that which follows, belong to the fourth year of 
Zedekiah’s reign. About this time ambassadors came to Zedekiah from the kings of Edom, Moab, 
and other neighbouring nations, to solicit him, as it should seem, to join with them in a con- 
federacy against the king of Babylon, On this occasion Jeremiah is ordered to put bands and yokes 
about his neck, and to send them afterwards to the before mentioned kings, declaring the 
sovereignty of Nebuchadnezzar, and his successors, to be of divine appointment, and promising 
peace and protection to such as submitted quietly, but menacing evil in case of resistance, (ver. 
1 — 11.) A like admonition is given to Zedekiah, advising him not to expose himself and his 
people to certain ruin, by listening to the suggestions of false prophets, and revolting from the 
service of the king of Babylon, (ver, 12 — 15.) The priests and all the people are also warned 
not to give credit to the false prophets, who taught them to expect a speedy restoration of the 
vessels which had been carried to Babylon, together with Jeconiah. Instead of w'hich it is 
foretold, that the remaining vessels in the house of God, and in the king’s house at Jerusalem, 
should be carried after the other, and should not return till the appointed period of Judah’s 
captivity was at an end, (ver. 16, to the end.) In chap, xxviii. ver. 1. the precise date of the 
preceding prophecy, which gave rise to the transaction now related, is determined. Hananiah 
was one of those false prophets who deceived the Jews with the hope that the yoke of the 
king of Babylon would be broken “ within two full years,” and the captives restored. Jeremiah 
consents (ver. 5 — 9.) to acknowledge Hananiah to be a prophet of the Lord, should his pre- 
diction be accomplished : in confirmation of which the latter takes the yoke from Jeremiah’s 
neck, and breaks it, (ver. 10.) Jeremiah is then commanded to declare that the yokes of 
wood, that Hananiah had broken, should be made, unto these nations, yokes of iron ; and 
further, to convince the people that he was not a true prophet, but that he “ taught rebellion 
against the Lord,’’ his death, within the year, is predicted, and takes place two months 
afterwards. 
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A.C. 696. the man and the beast that are upon the ground, by my great 
c Dan?iv. 17. powcr and by my outstretched arm, and ® have given it unto 

whom it seemed meet unto me. And now have I given all 6 
these lands into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar the king of Baby- 
&^mYo ^ servant; and the beasts of the field have I given him 

also to serve him. And all nations shall serve him, and his son, 7 
and his son’s son, until the very time of his land come : and 
then many nations and great kings shall serve themselves of 
him. And it shall come to pass, that the nation and kingdom 8 
which will not serve the same Nebuchadnezzar the king of Baby- 
lon, and that will not put their neck under the yoke of the king 
of Babylon, that nation will I punish, saith the Lord, with the 
sword, and with the famine, and with the pestilence, until I have 
consumed them by his hand. Therefore hearken not ye to your 9 
e Heb proohets, nor to your diviners, nor to your ® dreamers, nor to your 
rmrns. enciianters, nor to your sorcerers, which speak unto you, saying. 

Ye shall not serve the king of Babylon : for they prophesy a 10 
lie unto you, to remove you far from your land ; and that I 
should drive you out, and ye should perish. But the nations 1 1 
that bring their neck under the yoke of the king of Babylon, 
and serve him, those will I let remain still in their own land, 
saith the Lord ; and they shall till it, and dwell therein. 

I spake also to Zedekiah king of Judah according to all these 12 
words, saying. Bring your necks under the yoke of the king of 
Babylon, and serve him and his people, and live. Why will ye 13 
die, thou and thy people, by the sword, by the famine, and by 
the pestilence, as the Lord hath spoken against the nation that 
will not serve the king of Babylon ? Therefore hearken not 14 
unto the words of the prophets that speak unto you, saying. Ye 
fch. xiv. 14. shall not serve the king of Babylon : for they prophesy ^a lie 
&Sx. 8,^9. RRto you. For I have not sent them, saith the Lord, yet they 15 
g Heb. in a prophcsy ^a lie in my name; that I might drive you out, and 
he, or, lying- might pcrisli, ye, and the prophets that prophesy unto 

j^ou. Also I spake to the priests and to all this people, saying, 16 
Thus saith the Lord; Hearken not to the words of your pro- 
phets that prophesy unto you, saying, Behold, the vessels of the 
Lord’s house shall now shortly be brought again from Baby- 
lon : for they prophesy a lie unto you. Hearken not unto 17 
them ; serve the king of Babylon, and live : wherefore should 
this city be laid w£iste ? But if they prophets, and if the I 8 
word of the Lord be with them, let them now make interces- 
sion to the Lord of hosts, that the vessels which are left in the 
house of the Lord, and in the house of the king of Judah, and 
at Jerusalem, go not to Babylon. 

For thus saith the Lord of hosts concerning the pillars, and 19 
concerning the sea, and concerning the bases, and concerning 
the residue of the vessels that remain in this city, which Nebu- 20 
chadnezzar king of Babylon tpok not, when he carried away 
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^ captive Jeconiah the son of Jehoiakim king of Judah from A.c. 695. 
Jerusalem to Babylon, and all the nobles of Judah and Jerusa- ' 

2ilem; Yea, thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, 
concerning the vessels that remain in the house of the Lord, 

22 and in the house of the king of Judah and of Jerusalem ; They 
shall be ^carried to Babylon, and there shall they be until the 
day that I ^ visit them, saith the Lord ; then will I bring them xxxvi. 18. 
up, and restore them to this place. L^xv^i. 

ch. xxix, 10. 

JEREMIAH XXVIII. 

1 And it came to pass the same year, in the beginning of the 
reign of Zedekiah king of Judah, in the fourth year, arid in the 
fifth month, that Hananiah the son of Azur the prophet, which 
ivas of Gibeon, spake unto me in the house of the Lord, in the 

2 presence of the priests and of all the people, saying. Thus 
speaketh the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, saying, I have 

3 broken the yoke of the king of Babylon. Within ^ two full ^ Heb two 
years will I bring again into this place all the vessels of 

Lord’s house, that Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon took 

4 away from this place, and carried them to Babylon : and I will 
bring again to this place Jeconiah the son of Jehoiakim king 
of Judah, with all the “'captives of Judah, that went into “ 
Babylon, saith the Lord : for I will break the yoke of the king 
of Babylon. 

5 Then the prophet Jeremiah said unto the prophet Hananiah 
in the presence of the priests, and in the presence of all the 

6 people that stood in the house of the Lord, even the prophet 
Jeremiah said. Amen : the Lord do so : the Lord perform thy 
words which thou hast prophesied, to bring again the vessels 
of the Lord’s house, and all that is carried away captive, from 

7 Babylon into this place. Nevertheless hear thou now this 
word that I speak in thine ears, and in the ears of all the peo- 

8 pie ; the prophets that have been before me and before thee of 
old prophesied both against many countries, and gainst great 

9 kingdoms, of war, and of evil, and of pestilence. The prophet 
which prophesieth of peace, when the word of the prophet shall 
come to pass, then shall the prophet be known, that the Lord 
hath truly sent him. 

10 Then Hananiah the prophet took the “yoke from off the n ch. xxvii.2. 

11 prophet Jeremiah’s neck, and brake it. And Hananiah spake 
in the presence of all the people, saying. Thus saith the Lord; 

Even so will I break the yoke of Nebuchadnezzar king of 
Babylon from the neck of all nations within the space of two 
full years. And the prophet Jeremiah went his way. 

12 Then the word of the Lord came unto Jeremiah the prophet^ 
after that Hananiah the prophet had broken the yoke from off 

13 the neck of the prophet Jeremiah, saying. Go and tell Hana- 
niah, saying. Thus saith the Lord ; Thou hast broken the 
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A C. 595. yokes of wood ; but thou shalt make for them yokes of iron. 

For thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel ; 1 have 14 
put a yoke of iron upon the neck of all these nations, that 
they may serve Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon ; and they 
shall serve him : and I have given him the beasts of the 
field also. 

Then said the prophet Jeremiah unto Hananiah the prophet, 15 
Hear now, Hananiah; The Lord hath not sent thee; but thou 
makest this people to trust in a lie. Therefore thus saith the 16 
Lord ; Behold, I will cast thee from off the face of the earth : 
o this year thou shalt die, because thou hast taught ° p rebellion 

P Heb.r^vo//. against the Lord. So Hananiah the prophet died the same 1 7 
year in tlie seventh month. 

§ 8. Prophecy of the Fate of the surrounding Nations. 

JEREMIAH XLVIII 

1 The judgment of Moab, 7 for their pride^ 11 for their security ^ 14 for their carnal 

confidence^ 26 and for their contempt of God and his people. 47 The restoration of 

Moab. 

Against Moab thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of i 
Israel; Woe unto Nebo ! for it is spoiled : Kiriathaim is con- 
a Or, The founded and taken : ^ Misgab is confounded and dismayed. 
tugh place. There slioll he no more praise of Moab; in Heshbon they 2 
have devised evil against it ; come, and let us cut it off from 
\i^uJdio a nation. Also thou shalt ^ be cut down, O Madmen ; 

c nttf’ 0 sword shall ® pursue thee. 

Ur thee^.° A voice of Crying shall be from Horonaim, spoiling and great 3 
destruction. 

Moab is destroyed ; her little ones have caused a cry to be 4 
heard. 

eliebwf' ^ Luhith ® continual weeping shall go 5 

i?/g with weep ■ up ; for in the going down of Horonaim the enemies have heard 
a cry of destruction. 

\yee’ ° Floc, SRVC your lives, and be like ^ the ^ heath in the wilder- 6 
gch. xvii. 6. ness. 

For because thou hast trusted in thy works and in thy trea- 7 


Chapters xlviii. and xlix. are placed in this Section on account of their apparent connexion with 
the two preceding chapters. It is not improbable, that (immediately after the death of Hananiah, 
whose warmest adherents must now be convinced of the deception he had practised on them, and 
the fallacy of his predictions) Jeremiah directed the king and the people to his own prophecies, in 
the hope they would now be persuaded by them to yield to the yoke of the king of Babylon. He 
wished them to save themselves from the fatal desolations which would attend those nations that 
were leagued against .that monarch, in direct opposition to the commands of God, who had 
“ given all these lands into the hands of Nebuchadnezzar.” Many passages and expressions will be 
found in this chapter similar to those of Isaiah xv. and xvi. in a prophecy against Moab. (Compare 
also Isaiah xxiv. 17, 18. with ver. 43, 44. of this chapter.) These prophecies concerning the Moab- 
ites, Ammonites, Edomites, and other neighbouring nations, are supposed to have been fulfilled about 
the time of the siege of Tyre. Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Amos, and Zephaniah, prophesied in 
succession against these people. The only date that the chapters bear is contained in ver. 34, and it 
seems probable, therefore, that the prediction against Elam was uttered soon after those in the former 
part of the chapter, but not added to them till the time of Ezra. 
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sures, thou shalt also be taken : and Chemosh shall go forth A.c. 696. 
into captivity with his ^ priests and his princes together. 

8 And the spoiler shall come upon every city, and no city 
shall escape ; the valley also shall perish, and the plain shall be 
destroyed, as the Lord hath spoken. 

9 Give wings unto Moab, that it may flee and get away: 
for the cities thereof shall be desolate, without any to dwell 
therein. 

10 Cursed he he that doeth the work of the Lord * deceitfully, 
and cursed he he that keepeth back his sword from blood. 

11 Moab hath been at ease from his youth, and he hath settled 
on his lees, and hath not been emptied from vessel to vessel, 
neither hath he gone into captivity : therefore his taste ^ re- ^ 
inained in him, and his scent is not changed. 

12 Therefore, behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that I 
will send unto him wanderers, that shall cause him to wander, 
and shall empty his vessels, and break their bottles. 

13 And Moab shall be ashamed of Chemosh, as the house of 

Israel was ashamed of ^ Beth-el their confidence. y 

14 How say ye. We are mighty and strong men for the war ? 

15 Moab is spoiled, and gone up out of her cities, and his ^ 
chosen young men are gone down to the slaughter, saith the 
king, whose name is the Lord of hosts. 

16 The calamity of Moab is near to come, and his aflBiction 
hastetli fast. 

17 All ye that are about him, bemoan him; and all ye that 
know his name, say. How is the strong staff broken, and the 
beautiful rod ! 

18 Thou daughter that dost inhabit Dibon, come down from 
thy glory, and sit in thirst ; for the spoiler of Moab shall come 
upon thee, and he shall destroy thy strong holds. 

19 O ” inhabitant of Aroer, stand by the way, and espy; ^^sk " Reb. m/m- 
him that fleeth, and her that escapeth, and say. What is done ? 

20 Moab is confounded ; for it is broken down : ® howl and cry ; ^ xvi. 7. 
tell ye it in Arnon, that Moab is spoiled. 

21 And judgment is come upon the plain country; upon Holon, 
and upon Jahazah, and upon Mephaath, 

22 And upon Dibon, and upon Nebo, and upon Beth-dibla- 
thaim, 

23 And upon Kiriathaim, and upon Beth-gamul, and upon Beth- 
meon, 

24 And upon Kerioth, and upon Bozrah, and upon all the cities 
of the land of Moab, far or near. 

25 The horn of Moab is cut off, and his arm is broken, saith 
the Lord. 

26 Make ye him drunken : for he magnified himself against the 
Lord : Moab also shall wallow in his vomit, and he also shall 
be in derision. 
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A.C. 595, For was not Israel a derision unto thee? was he found among 27 
p Or, movedst thieves? for since thou spakest of him, thou Pskippedst for joy. 
thyself, Q dwell in Moab, leave the cities, and dwell in the 28 

rock, and be like the dove that maketli her nest in the sides of 
the hole’s mouth. 


We have heard the pride of Moab, (he is exceeding proud) 29 
his loftiness, and his arrogancy, and his pride, and the naughti- 
ness of his heart. 


I know his wrath, saith the Lord ; but it shall not he so ; 30 
JoAom ' Jiis Hcs shall not so effect it. 

eth (Heb. his Therefore will I howl for Moab, and I will cry out for all 3 1 
right Moab ; mine heart shall mourn for the men of Kir-lieres. 

O vine of Sibmah, I will weep for thee with the weeping of 32 
Jazer : thy plants are gone over the sea, they reach even to the 
sea of Jazer : the spoiler is fallen upon thy summer fruits and 
upon thy vintage. 

si8. XVI. 10 . s j^y gladness is taken from the plentiful field, and 33 

from the land of Moab ; and I have caused wine to fail from 
the winepresses : none shall tread with shouting ; their shout- 
ing shall be no shouting. 

From the cry of Heshbon even unto Elealeh, and even unto 34 
t Is. XV. 5,6. have they uttered their voice, ^frorn Zoar even unto 

Horonaim, as an heifer of three years old : for the waters also 
fauons Nimrim shall be desolate. 

Moreover I will cause to cease in Moab, saith the Lord, 35 
him that offereth in the high places, and him that burnetii 
incense to his gods. 

Therefore mine heart shall sound for Moab like pipes, and 3G 
mine heart shall sound like pipes for the men of Kir-heres : 
because the riches that he hath gotten are perished. 

For ^ every head shall be bald, and every beard ^ clipped : 37 
nished. upon all the hands shall be cuttings, and upon the loins sack- 
cloth. 


There shall be lamentation generally upon all the housetops 38 
of Moab, and in the streets thereof: for I have broken Moab 
like a vessel wherein is no pleasure, saith the Lord. 

They shall howl, saying^ How is it broken down ! how hath 39 
z Heb. nech. Moab tumed the ^ back with shame ! so shall Moab be a deri- 


sion and a dismaying to all them about him. 

For thus saith the Lord; Behold, he shall fly as an eagle, 40 
and shall spread his wings over Moab. 

^Kerioth is taken, and the strong holds are surprised, and 41 
the mighty men’s hearts in Moab at that day shall be as the 
heart of a woman in her pangs. 

And Moab shall be destroyed from being a people, because 42 
he hath magnified himself against the Lord. 
b^n.xxiv. ir, bpgar, and the pit, and the snare, shall be upon thee, 043 
inhabitant of Moab, saith the Lord. 
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44 He that fleeth from the fear shall fall into the pit ; and he AX. 695. 

that getteth up out of the pit shall be taken in the snare : for ^ ^ * 

I will bring upon it, even upon Moab, the year of their visita- 
tion, saith tlie Lord. 

45 They that fled stood under the shadow of Heshbon because 
of the force : but ® a fire shall come forth out of Heshbon, 
and a flame from the midst of Sihon, and shall devour the 

corner of Moab, and the crown of the head of the ^tumultuous d^^^o/noite. 
ones. 

46 Woe be unto thee, O Moab ! the people of Chemosh 
perisheth : for thy sons are taken ® captives, and thy daughters e Heb. in cap 
captives. 

47 Yet will I bring again the captivity of Moab in the latter 
days, saith the Lord. Thus far is the judgment of Moab. 

JEREMIAH XLIX. 

1 The judgment of the Ammonites. G Their restoration. ^ The judgment of Edom^ 

23 of Damascus i 28 of Kedar^ 30 of Razor ^ 34 and of Elam. 39 The restoration 
of Elam. 

1 Concerning ^the Ammonites, thus saith the Lord; Hath f or, apai««i. 

Israel no sons ? hath he no heir ? why then doth s their king gOr,ii/c/com. 
inherit Gad, and his people dwell in his cities? hAmosi. 13 . 

2 Therefore, behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that I 

will cause an alarm of war to be heard in ^ Rabbah of the Am- i Amosi. 14 . 
monites; and it shall be a desolate heap, and her daughters 
shall be burned with fire : then shall Israel be heir unto them 
that were his heirs, saith the Lord. 

3 Howl, O Heshbon, for Ai is spoiled : cry, ye daughters of 
Rabbah, gird you with sackcloth ; lament, and run to and fro 

by the hedges ; for ^ their king shall go into captivity, and his ^OT,Meicom. 
^ priests and his princes together. ich.xiviii. 7. 

4 Wherefore gloriest thou in the valleys, ®“thy flowing valley, mOT,thymi- 

0 backsliding daughter ? that trusted in her treasures, saying^ away. 

Who shall come unto me ? 

5 Behold, I will bring a fear upon thee, saith the Lord God 
of hosts, from all those that be about thee ; and ye shall be 
driven out every man right forth ; and none shall gather up 
him that wandereth. 

6 And afterward I will bring again the captivity of the children 
of Ammon, saith the Lord. 

7 Concerning Edom, thus saith the Lord of hosts; Is wis- “ 
dom no more in Teman ? is counsel perished from the prudent? 
is their wisdom vanished ? 

8 Flee ye, ® turn back, dwell deep, O inhabitants of Dedan • 0 Or, they are 
for I will bring the calamity of Esau upon him, the time that 

1 will visit him. 

9 If P grapegatherers come to thee, would they not leave some p 
gleaning grapes ? if thieves by night, they will destroy ^ till 
they have enough. 
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A.C. 595. 


r Obad. 1 ■ 


8 Obad. i. 


t ch. 1. 13. 


uGen. xix. 
25. ch.l. -10. 


X Or, convent 
me in judg- 
ment. 

yJobxli 10. 
z di. 1. 45. 


But I Lave made Esau bare, I have uncovered his secret lo 
places, and he shall not be able to hide himself: his seed is 
spoiled, and his brethren, and his neighbours, and he is not. 

Leave thy fatherless children, I will preserve them alive; ii 
and let thy widows trust in me. 

For thus saith the Lord ; Behold, they whose judgment was 12 
not to drink of the cup have assuredly drunken ; and art thou 
he that shall altogether go unpunished ? thou shalt not go un- 
punished, but thou shalt surely drink of it 

For I have sworn by myself, saith the Lord, that Bozrah 13 
shall become a desolation, a reproach, a waste, and a curse ; 
and all the cities thereof shall be perpetual wastes. 

I have heard a ^ rumour from the Lord, and an ambassador 14 
is sent unto the heathen, saying^ Gather ye together, and come 
against her, and rise up to the battle. 

For, lo, I will make thee small among the heathen, andi^ 
despised among men. 

Thy terribleness hath deceived thee, and the pride of thine 16 
heart, O thou that dwellest in the clefts of the rock, that boldest 
the height of the hill : ® though thou shouldest make thy nest 
as high as the eagle, I will bring thee down from thence, saith 
the Lord. 

Also Edom shall be a desolation : ^ every one that goeth 17 
by it shall be astonished, and shall hiss at all the plagues 
thereof. 

^ As in the overthrow of Sodom and Gomorrah and the I8 
neighbour cities thereof, saith the Lord, no man shall abide 
there, neither shall a son of man dwell in it. 

Behold, he shall come up like a lion from the swelling of 19 
Jordan against the habitation of the strong : but I will suddenly 
make him run away from her : and who is a chosen man^ that 
I may appoint over her ? for who is like me ? and who will 
^ appoint me the time ? and ^ who is that shepherd that will 
stand before me ? 

* Therefore hear the counsel of the Lord, that he hath taken 20 
against Edom ; and his purposes, that he hath purposed against 
the inhabitants of Teman : Surely the least of the flock shall 
draw them out : surely he shall make their habitations desolate 
with them. 


The earth is moved at the noise of their fall, at the cry the 21 
noise thereof was heard in the ^ Red sea. 

Behold, he shall come up and fly as the eagle, and spread 22 
his wings over Bozrah ; and at that day shall the heart of the 
mighty men of Edom be as the heart of a woman in her 


pai^s. 

Concerning Damascus. Hamath is confounded, and Arpad: 23 
c ox^aTon'ihe heard evil tidings : they are ^ fainthearted ; there 

is sorrow on the sea; it cannot be quiet. 
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24 Damascus is waxed feeble, and turneth herself to flee, and A.c. 696. 

fear hath seized on her : anguish and sorrows have taken her, as " 

a woman in travail. 

25 How is the city of praise not left, the city of my joy ! 

26 Therefore her young men shall fall in her streets, and all 
the men of war shall be cut off in that day, saith the Lord of 
hosts. 

27 And I will kindle a ^fire in the wall of Damascus, and it ^ Amos i. 4. 
shall consume the palaces of Ben-hadad. 

28 Concerning Kedar, and concerning the kingdoms of Hazor, 
which Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon shall smite, thus saith 
the Lord ; Arise ye, go up to Kedar, and spoil the men of 
the east. 

29 Their tents and their flocks shall they take away : they shall 
take to themselves their curtains, and all their vessels, and 
their camels; and they shall cry unto them, Fear is on every 
side. 

30 ® Flee, ^ get you far off, dwell deep, O ye inhabitants of e vcr. h. 
Hazor, saith the Lord; for Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon 
hath taken counsel against you, and hath conceived a purpose 
against you. 

31 Arise, get you up unto the ^ wealthy nation, that dwelleth 
without care, saith the Lord, which hath neither gates nor bars, 
which dwell alone. 

32 And their camels shall be a booty, and the multitude of their 
cattle a spoil : and I will scatter into all winds them that are 

^ in the utmost corners ; and I will bring their calamity from all ^ iieb. cut of 
sides thereof, saith the Lord. or, that have 

33 And Hazor shall be a dwelling for dragons, and a desolation 
for ever : there shall no man abide there, nor any son of man 
dwell in it. 

34 The word of the Lord that came to Jeremiah the prophet 
against Elam in the beginning of the reign of Zedekiah king of 
Judah, saying, 

35 Thus saith the Lord of hosts ; Behold, I will break the bow 
of Elam, the chief of their might. 

36 And upon Elam will I bring the four winds from the four 
quarters of heaven, and will scatter them toward all those winds ; 
and there shall be no nation whither the outcasts of Elam shall 
not come. 

37 For I will cause Elam to be dismayed before their enemies, 
and before them that seek their life : and I will bring evil upon 
them, even my fierce anger, saith the Lord ; and 1 will send 
the sword after them, till I have consumed them : 

38 And I will set my throne in Elam, and will destroy from 
thence the king and the princes, saith the Lord. 

39 But it shall come to j^ass ^ in the latter days, that I will bring i ch. xlviii. 

again the captivity of Elam, saith the Lord. 47 . ver.6. 
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§ 9. Prophecy against Babylon, 


JEREMIAH L“. 

1. 9. 21. 36 The judgment of Babylon. 4. 17. 33 The redemption of Israel. 


a 2 


A.a 596. The word that the Lord spake against Babylon and against 
a Heb76y the land of the Chaldeans ^ by Jeremiah the prophet. 

Declare ye among the nations, and publish, and ^ set up 
bHeb./i/^ap. g(;andard ; publish, and conceal not: say, Babylon is taken, 
Bel is confounded, Merodach is broken in pieces ; her idols are 
confounded, her images are broken in pieces. 

For out of the north there cometh up a nation against her, 3 
which shall make her land desolate, and none shall dwell 
therein : they shall remove, they shall depart, both man and 
beast. 

In those days, and in that time, saith the Lord, the children 4 
of Israel shall come, they and the children of Judah together, 
going and weeping : they shall go, and seek the Lord their 
God. 

They shall ask the way to Zion with their faces thitherward, 5 
saying,^ Come, and let us join ourselves to the Lord in a per- 
petual covenant that shall not be forgotten. 

My people hath been lost sheep : their shepherds have caused 6 
them to go astray, they have turned them away on the moun- 
tains : they have gone from mountain to hill, they have for- 
gotten their ® restingplace. 

All that found them have devoured them : and their adver- 7 
saries said. We offend not, because they have sinned against 
the Lord, the habitation of justice, even the Lord, the hope 
of their fathers. 

^ Remove out of the midst of Babylon, and go forth out of 8 
Revl xvm. 4 . the land of the Chaldeans, and be as the he goats before the 
flocks. 

For, lo, I will raise and cause to come up against Babylon an 9 
assembly of great nations from the north country : and they 
shall set themselves in array against her ; from thence she shall 


c Heb. place 
to lie down in. 


dis. xlviii.20. 
ch. li. 6, 45. 


We learn from chapter li. 69. that Zedekiah went to Babylon attended by Seraiah, and pro- 
bably for the purpose of paying the tribute which Nebuchadnezzar had imposed on him. The 
prophet embraced the opportunity of sending various predictions to his brethren of the captivity. 
Ezekiel had not yet received his commission to execute the prophetic office, and it belonged there- 
fore to Jeremiah to watch over their spiritual welfare. 

These chapters contain a most animated and distinct prophecy of the fall of Babylon, intermixed 
and contrasted with predictions concerning the return of Israel and Judah to Zion ; who were not, 
like their predecessors, to be destroyed, but on their repentance and conversion to be pardoned and 
restored. This prophecy was delivered in the fourth year of the reign of Zedekiah, (ch. li. 69 ;) 
and Jeremiah desired after it had been read at Babylon, it should be sunk, to rise no more, in the 
river Euphrates; thereby intimating the perpetual destruction of that proud city. More than two 
thousand years have passed since Cyrus took possession of Babylon, from which time it began to 
decay, and has now, for a long period, been ** a land wherein no man dwelleth, neither doth any 
son of man pass thereby.” (ch. li. 43.) So literally has this prediction been accomplished ! 

12 
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be taken : their arrows shall as of a mighty ® expert man ; A.c. 695. 
none shall return in vain. 

10 And Chaldea shall be a spoil : all that spoil her shall be 
satisfied, saith the Lord. 

11 Because ye were glad, because ye rejoiced, O ye destroyers 
of mine heritage, because ye are grown ^ fat as the heifer at 

1 « 1 11 111*' ° corpulent. 

grass, and ® bellow as bulls ; g Or, neigh as 

12 Your mother shall be sore confounded; she that bare you*^'^^^*’ 
shall be ashamed : behold, the hindermost of the nations shall 

be a wilderness, a dry land, and a desert. 

13 Because of the wrath of the Lord it shall not be inhabited, 
but it shall be wholly desolate: ^ every one that goeth by ^ 
Babylon shall be astonished, and hiss at all her plagues. 

1 4 Put yourselves in array against Babylon round about : all ye 
that bend the bow, shoot at her, spare no arrows : for she hath 
sinned against the Lord. 

15 Shout against her round about: she hath given her hand: 
her foundations are fallen, her walls are thrown down : for it is 
the vengeance of the Lord: take vengeance upon her; as 
she hath done, do unto her. 

16 Cut off the sower from Babylon, and him that handleth the - 

^ sickle in the time of harvest : for fear of the oppressing sword i or, scythe. 
they shall turn every one to his people, and they shall flee 
every one to his own land. 

17 Israel is a scattered sheep ; the lions have driven him away; 
first the king of Assyria hath devoured him; and last this 
Nebuchadrezzar kin^ of Babylon hath broken his bones. 

18 Therefore thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel; 

Behold, I will punish the king of Babylon and his land, as I 
have punished the king of Assyria. 

19 And I will bring Israel again to his habitation, and he shall 
feed on Carmel and Bashan, and his soul shall be satisfied upon 
mount Ephraim and Gilead. 

20 In those days, and in that time, saith the Lord, the iniquity 
of Israel shall be sought for, and there shall he none ; and the 
sins of Judah, and they shall not be found : for I will pardon 
them whom I reserve. 

21 Go up against the land ^of Merathaim, even against it, and 
against the inhabitants of ^ Pekod: waste and utterly destroy l or, 
after them, saith the Lord, and do according to all that I 
have commanded thee. 

22 A sound of battle is in the land, and of great destruction. 

23 How is the hammer of the whole earth cut asunder and 
broken ! how is Babylon become a desolation among the 
nations ! 

24 I have laid a snare for thee, and thou art also taken, O 
Babylon, and thou wast not aware : thou art found, and also 
caught, because thou hast striven against the Lord. 
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A.c. 595. Xhe Lord hath opened his armoury, and hath brought forth 25 
the weapons of his indignation : for this is the work of the 
Lord God of hosts in the land of the Chaldeans. 

Come against her “ from the utmost border, open her store- 26 
houses: "cast her up as heaps, and destroy her utterly: let 
nothing of her be left. 

Slay all her bullocks ; let them go down to the slaughter : 27 
woe unto them ! for their day is come, the time of their visi- 
tation. 

The voice of them that flee and escape out of the land of 28 
Babylon, to declare in Zion the vengeance of the Lord our 
God, the vengeance of his temple. 

Call together the archers against Babylon : all ye that bend 29 
the bow, camp against it round about ; let none thereof escape : 
recompense her according to her work ; according to all that 
she hath done, do unto her : for she hath been proud against 
the Lord, against the Holy One of Israel. 

Therefore shall her young men fall in the streets, and all her 30 
men of war shall be cut olf in that day, saith the Lord. 
oHeb. pride. Behold, I am against thee, O thou "most proud, saith the 31 
Lord God of hosts : for thy day is come, the time that I will 
visit thee. 

pHeb. pride. ^^d P the most proud shall stumble and fall, and none shall 32 
raise him up : and I will kindle a fire in his cities, and it shall 
devour all round about him. 

Thus saith the Lord of hosts; The children of Israel and 33 
the children of Judah were oppressed together : and all that 
took them captives held them fast ; they refused to let them go. 

Their Redeemer is strong; the Lord of hosts is his name: 34 
he shall throughly plead their cause, that he may give rest to 
the land, and disquiet the inhabitants of Babylon. 

A sword is upon the Chaldeans, saith the Lord, and upon 35 
the inhabitants of Babylon, and upon her princes, and upon her 
wise men. 

^ sword is upon the liars ; and they shall dote : a sword is 36 
r fiei). bars, upon her mighty men ; and they shall be dismayed. 

A sword is upon their horses, and upon their chariots, and 37 
upon all the mingled people that are in the midst of her ; and 
they shall become as women : a sword is upon her treasures ; 
and they shall be robbed. 

A drought is upon her waters ; and they shall be dried up : 38 
for it is the land of graven images, and they are mad upon their 
idols. 

Therefore the wild beasts of the desert with the wild beasts of 39 
the islands shall dwell there^ and the owls shall dwell therein : 
and it shall be no more inhabited for ever ; neither shall it be 
JSi. dwelt in from generation to generation. 

18 - “As God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah and the neighbour 40 
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41 


42 


43 


44 


45 


46 


cities thereof, saith the Lord ; so shall no man abide there, 
neither shall any son of man dwell therein. 

Behold, a people shall come from the north, and a great 
nation, and many kings shall be raised up from the coasts of the 
earth. 

They shall hold the bow and the lance : they are cruel, and 
will not shew mercy : their voice shall roar like the sea, and 
they shall ride upon horses, every one put in array, like a man 
to the battle, against thee, O daughter of Babylon. 

The king of Babylon hath heard the report of them, and his 
hands waxed feeble : anguish took hold of him, and pangs as of 
a woman in travail. 

* Behold, he shall come up like a lion from the swelling of 
Jordan unto the habitation of the strong : but I will make them 
suddenly run away from her : and who is a chosen man^ that I 
may appoint ov^er her ? for who is like me ? and who will ^ ap- 
point me the time ? and * who is that shepherd that will stand 
before me ? 

Therefore hear ye the counsel of the Lord, that he hath 
taken against Babylon ; and his purposes, that he hath pur- 
posed against the land of the Chaldeans : Surely the least of 
the flock shall draw them out : surely he shall make their habi- 
tation desolate with them. 

At the noise of the taking of Babylon the earth is moved, 
and the cry is heard among the nations. 


A.C. 596. 


t ch. xlix. 19. 


u Or, cnnvpnt 
me to plead. 

X Job xli. 10. 
ch. xUx. 19. 


JEREMIAH LI. 

1 The severe judgment of God against Babylon in revenge of Israel. 59 Jeremiah 
delivereth the hook of this prophecy to Seraiah^ to be cast into Euphrates^ in token of 
the perpetual sinking of Babylon. 

1 Thus saith the Lord ; Behold, I will raise up against Baby- 
lon, and against them that dwell in the ^ midst of them that rise y web. heart. 
up against me, a destroying wind ; 

2 And will send unto Babylon fanners, that shall fan her, and 
shall empty her land : for in the day of trouble they shall be 
against her round about. 

3 Against him that bendeth let the archer bend his bow, and 
against him that lifteth himself up in his brigandine : and spare 
ye not her young men ; destroy ye utterly all her host. 

4 Thus the slain shall fall in the land of the Chaldeans, and 
they that are thrust through in her streets. 

5 For Israel hath not been forsaken, nor Judah of his God, of 
the Lord of hosts ; though their land was filled with sin against 
the Holy One of Israel. 

6 ® Flee out of the midst of Babylon, and deliver every man his 4 . 

soul : be not cut oflF in her iniquity ; for this is the time of the 
Lord’s vengeance ; he will render unto her a recompence. 

7 Babylon hath been a golden cup in the Lord’s hand, that 

VOL. II. H h 
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A.c. 596. made all the earth drunken : the nations have drunken of her 
wine ; therefore the nations are mad. 

rIv xw 8 Babylon is suddenly ® fallen and destroyed : howl for her ; 8 
& xviii. 2 . take balm for her pain, if so be she may be healed. 

We would have healed Babylon, but she is not healed : 9 
forsake her, and let us go every one into his own country : for 
her judgment reacheth unto heaven, and is lifted up even to 
the skies. 

The Lord hath brought forth our righteousness : come, and lO 
let us declare in Zion the work of the Lord our God. 


b Heb. pure. 


c Heb. liers 
in wait. 


d Amos vi. 8. 
e Heb. hie 
tout. 

f Heb. utter. 

g Gen. i. 1. G. 
ch. X. 12, &c. 


h Or, noise. 


Make ^bright the arrows; gather the shields: the Lordii 
hath raised up the spirit of the kings of the Medes : for his 
device is against Babylon, to destroy it ; because it is the ven- 
geance of the Lord, the vengeance of his temple. 

Set up the standard upon the walls of Babylon, make the 12 
watch strong, set up the watchmen, prepare the ‘^ambushes: 
for the Lord hath both devised and done that which he spake 
against the inhabitants of Babylon. 

O thou that dwellest upon many waters, abundant in trea- 13 
sures, thine end is come, and the measure of thy covetousness. 

^The Lord of hosts hath sworn ® by himself, saying^ Surely 14 
I will fill thee with men, as with caterpillers ; and they shall 
^ lift up a shout against thee. 

^ He hath made the earth by his power, he hath established 15 
the world by his wisdom, and hath stretched out the heaven by 
his understanding. 

When he uttereth his voice, there is a ^multitude of waters 16 
in the heavens ; and he causeth the vapours to ascend from the 
ends of the earth : he maketh lightnings with rain, and bring- 
eth forth the wind out of his treasures. 


k'or’iljmore ^ Every man ^ is brutish hy his knowledge; every founder! 7 
brutish than is confounded by the graven image : for his molten image is 
to know. falsehood, and there is no breath in them. 


They vanity, the work of errors: in the time of their is 
visitation they shall perish. 

^ The portion of Jacob is not like them ; for he is the former 19 
of all things: and Israel is the rod of his inheritance: the 
Lord of hosts is his name. 


Thou art my battle ax and weapons of war : for ™ with thee 20 
will I break in pieces the nations, and with thee will I destroy 
kingdoms ; 

And with thee will I break in pieces the horse and his 21 
rider ; and with thee will I break in pieces the chariot and 
his rider ; 

With thee also will I break in pieces man and woman ; and 22 
with thee will I break in pieces old and young; and with thee 
will I break in pieces the young man and the maid ; 

I will also break in pieces with thee the shepherd and his 23 
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24 


flock ; and with thee will I break in pieces the husbandman A.c. 696. 
and his yoke of oxen ; and with thee will I break in pieces ' 

captains and rulers. 


And I will render unto Babylon and to all the inhabitants of 
Chaldea all their evil that they have done in Zion in your sight, 
saith the Lord. 


25 Behold, I am against thee, O destroying mountain, saith the 
Lord, which destroyest all the earth : and I will stretch out 
mine hand upon thee, and roll thee down from the rocks, and 
will make thee a burnt mountain. 


26 And they shall not take of thee a stone for a corner, nor a 
stone for foundations; but thou shalt be *Hlesolate for ever, saith V 

, ^ ^ las! mg deso- 

the L/ORD. latiuns. 


27 Set ye up a standard in the land, blow the trumpet among 
the nations, prepare the nations against her, call together against 
her the kingdoms of Ararat, Minni, and Ashchenaz ; appoint a 
captain against her ; cause the horses to come up as the rough 
caterpillers. 

28 Prepare against her the nations with the kings of the Medes, 
the captains thereof, and all the rulers thereof, and all the land 
of his dominion. 


29 And the land shall tremble and sorrow : for every purpose 
of the Lord shall be performed against Babylon, to make the 
land of Babvlon a desolation without an inhabitant. 


.30 The mighty men of Babylon have forborne to fight, they 
have remained in their holds : their might hath failed ; they 
became as women : they have burned her dwelling-places ; her 
bars are broken. 


31 One post shall run to meet another, and one messenger to 
meet another, to shew the king of Babylon that his city is 
taken at one end, 

32 And that the passages are stopped, and the reeds they have 
burned with fire, and the men of war are affrighted. 

33 For thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel ; The 
daughter of Babylon is like a threshingfloor, ° zY is time to o or, »»»<*« 
thresh her : yet a little while, and the time of her harvest shall 


come. 


34 Nebuchadrezzar the king of Babylon hath devoured me, he 
hath crushed me, he hath made me an empty vessel, he hath 
swallowed me up like a dragon, he hath filled his belly with 
my delicates, he hath cast me out, 

35 P The violence done to me and to my ^ flesh be upon Baby- 

Ion, shall the ^ inhabitant of Zion say ; and my blood upon the q Or, remain- 
inhabitants of Chaldea, shall Jerusalem say. r Heb. inha- 

36 Therefore thus saith the Lord; Behold, I will plead thy**^- 
cause, and take vengeance for thee ; and I will dry up her sea, 
and make her springs dry. 

37 And Babylon shall become heaps, a dwellingplace for 

H h 2 
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A.c. 696. dragons, an astonishment, and an hissing, without an in- 
' habitant. 

They shall roar together like lions : they shall “ yell as lions' 38 
whelps. 

In their heat I will make their feasts, and I will make them 39 
drunken, that they may rejoice, and sleep a perpetual sleep, and 
not wake, saith the Lord. 

I will bring them down like lambs to the slaughter, like 40 
rams with he goats. 

How is Sheshach taken ! and how is the praise of the whole 41 
earth surprised ! how is Babylon become an astonishment 
among the nations ! 

The sea is come up upon Babylon : she is covered with the 42 
multitude of the waves thereof. 

Her cities are a desolation, a dry land, and a wilderness, a 43 
land wherein no man dwelleth, neither doth any son of man 
pass thereby. 

And I will punish Bel in Babylon, and I will bring forth 44 
out of his mouth that which he hath swallowed up : and the 
nations shall not flow together any more unto him : yea, the 
wall of Babylon shall fall. 

My people, go ye out of the midst of her, and deliver ye 45 
every man his soul from the fierce anger of the Lord. 

X Or, let not. Host your heart faint, and ye fear for the rumour that 46 

shall be heard in the land ; a rumour shall both come one year, 
and after that in another year shall come a rumour, and violence 
in the land, ruler against ruler. 

uHeb. Therefore, behold, the days come, that I will ^do judg- 47 

ment upon the graven images of Babylon : and her whole land 
shall be confounded, and all her slain shall fall in the midst of 
her. 

Then the heaven and the earth, and all that is therein, shall 48 
sing for Babylon : for the spoilers shall come unto her from the 
north, saith the Lord. 

^abiifnfnto ^ Babylou hath caused the slain of Israel to fall, so at 49 
faii,oyeiiain Babylon sliall fall the slain of all the ^ earth. 
mih Babylon, Ye that have escaped the sword, go away, stand not still : 50 
yor, remember the Lord afar off, and let Jerusalem come into your 

country. mind. 

We are confounded, because we have heard reproach : shame 51 
hath covered our faces : for strangers are come into the sanc- 
tuaries of the Lord's house. 


u Heb. viait 
upon. 


• Wherefore, behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that I 52 
will do judgment upon her graven images : and through all 
her land the wounded shall groan. 

Though Babylon should mount up to heaven, and though 53 
she should fortify the height of her strength, yet from me shall 
spoilers come unto her, saith the Lord. 
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54 A sound of a cry cometh from Babylon, and great destruc- A.c. 695. 
tion from the land of the Chaldeans : ' ' 

65 Because the Lord hath spoiled Babylon, and destroyed out 
of her the great voice ; when her waves do roar like great 
waters, a noise of their voice is uttered : 

56 Because the spoiler is come upon her, even upon Babylon, 
and her mighty men are taken, every one of their bows is 
broken : for the Lord God of recompences shall surely re- 
quite. 

57 And I will make drunk her princes, and her wise men ^ her 
captains, and her rulers, and her mighty men : and they shall 
sleep a perpetual sleep, and not wake, saith the king, whose 
name is the Lord of hosts. 

58 Thus saith the Lord of hosts ; ^ The broad walls of Babylon The 
sliall be utterly ^ broken, and her high gates shall be burned Babylon. 
with fire ; and the people shall labour in vain, and the folk in 

the fire, and they shall be weary. 

59 The word which Jeremiah the prophet commanded Seraiah 
the son of Neriah, the son of Maaseiah, when he went ^ with 
Zedekiah the king of Judah into Babylon in the fourth year of 
his reign. And this Seraiah was a ® quiet prince. 

60 So Jeremiah wrote in a book all the evil that should come or, chief 
upon Babylon, even all these words that are written against 
Babylon. 

61 And Jeremiah said to Seraiah, When thou comest to Baby- 
lon, and shalt see, and shalt read all these words; 


62 Then shalt thou say, O Lord, thou hast spoken against this 
place, to cut it off, that none shall remain in it, neither man 
nor beast, but that it shall be ^ desolate for ever. 

63 And it shall be, when thou hast made an end of reading this 
book, that thou shalt bind a stone to it, and cast it into the 
midst of Euphrates : 

64 And thou shalt say, Thus shall Babylon sink, and shall not 
rise from the evil that I will bring upon her : and they.shall be 
weary. Thus far are the words of Jeremiah, 


§ 10. General Introduction to the Narrative of the Destruction of the 
Temple and Jerusalem, 

2 CHRONICLES XXXVI. VER. 11 — 21. 

11 ® Zedekiah was one and twenty years old when he began to Js. 

12 reign, and reigned eleven years in Jerusalem. And he did that &c.j 
which was evil in the sight of the Lord his God, and humbled 
not himself before Jeremiah the prophet speaking from the 

13 mouth of the Lord. And he also rebelled against king Nebu- 
chadnezzar, who had made him swear by God : but he stiffened 
his neck, and hardened his heart from turning unto the Lord 
God of Israel. 
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A.C. 595 . 


h Jer. XXV. 3, 
4 . & XXXV. 15. 
c Heb. by the 
hand of his 
messmyers. 
d That is, con- 
tinually and 
carefully. 

e Heb. Aeal- 
ing. 

590. 

f 2 Kin. XXV. 
1, &c. 


g Heb. the re- 
mainder from 
the sword. 


588. 


h Jer. XXV. 9, 
12. & xxix. 
10 . 

i Lev. xxvi. 
34, 35. 43. 


590. 

k Jer. xxxix. 
1. &lii. 4. 


588. 


590. 

a 2 Kin. xv. 
1 — 4. ch. lii. 
4—7. 


Moreover all the chief of the priests, and the people, trans- 14 
gressed very much after all the abominations of the heathen ; 
and polluted the house of the Lord which he had hallowed in 
Jerusalem. ^ And the Lord God of their fathers sent to them ® by 15 
his messengers, rising up ^ betimes, and sending; because he 
had compassion on his people, and on his dwelling place : but 16 
they mocked the messengers of God, and despised his words, 
and misused his prophets, until the wrath of the Lord arose 
against his people, till there was no ® remedy. ^Therefore he 17 
brought upon them the king of the Chaldees, who slew their 
young men with the sword in the house of their sanctuary, and 
had no compassion upon young man or maiden, old man, or him 
that stooped for age : he gave them all into his hand. And all 18 
the vessels of the house of God, great and small, and the trea- 
sures of the house of the Lord, and the treasures of the king, 
and of his princes; all these he brought to Babylon. And they 19 
burnt the house of God, and brake down the wall of Jerusalem, 
and burnt all the palaces thereof with fire, and destroyed all 
the goodly vessels thereof. And ^ them that had escaped from 20 
the sword carried he away to Babylon ; where they were ser- 
vants to him and his sons until the reign of the kingdom of 
Persia: to fulfil the word of the Lord by the mouth of ^ Je- 21 
remiah, until the land ^ had enjoyed her sabbaths : for as long 
as she lay desolate she kept sabbath, to fulfil threescore and ten 
years. 

2 KINGS XXV. VER. 1, 2. 

And it came to pass ^ in the ninth year of his reign, in the tenth i 
month, in the tenth day of the month, that Nebuchadnezzar king 
of Babylon came, he, and all his host, against Jerusalem, and 
pitched against it ; and they built forts against it round about. 
And the city was besieged unto the eleventh year of king Ze- 2 
dekiah. 

§ 11. Approach of the Chaldean Army. Capture of Zedekiah and the 
City foretold. The Hebrew Slaves released. 

JEREMIAH XXXIX. VER. 1. 

In the ® ninth year of Zedekiah king of Judah, in the tenth i 
month, came Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon and all his army 
against Jerusalem, and they besieged it. 


JEREMIAH XXXVII. VER. I — 4. 

And ^ king Zedekiah the son of Josiah reigned instead of Con- i 
2 chr. xxxvi. iali the son of Jehoiakim, whom Nebuchadrezzar king of Baby- 
10. c .xxii. made king in the land of Judah. But neither he, nor his 2 
servants, nor the people of the land, did hearken unto the words 
cneh.bythe of the LoRD, which he spake ®by*the prophet Jeremiah. And 3 
Zedekiah the king sent Jehucal the son of Shelemiah and 
Zephaniah the son of Maaseiah the priest to the prophet Jere- 
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4 miah, saying, Pray now unto the Lord out God for us. Now A.c. 590. 
Jeremiah came in and went out among the people : for they ^ ' 

had not put him into prison 

JEREMIAH XXXIV. VER. 1 10. 

1 The word which came unto Jeremiah from the Lord, ^ when J 
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, and all his army, and all the 
kingdoms of the earth ® of his dominion, and all the people, 
fought against Jerusalem, and against all the cities thereof, aw 

2 saying. Thus saith the Lord, the God of Israel; Go and speak 
to Zedekiah king of Judah, and tell him. Thus saith the Lord; 

Behold, I will give this city into the hand of the king of Baby- 

3 Ion, and he shall burn it with fire : and ^ thou shalt not escape xxxii.4. 
out of his hand, but shalt surely be taken, and delivered into 

his hand; and thine eyes shall behold the eyes of the king of 
Babylon, and ^ he shall speak with thee mouth to mouth, and 

4 thou shalt go to Babylon. Yet hear the word of the Lord, O ^peaktothy 
Zedekiah king of Judah ; Thus saith the Lord of thee. Thou 

5 shalt not die by the sword : but thou shalt die in peace : and 
with the burnings of thy fathers, the former kings which were 
before thee, so shall they burn odours for thee ; and they will 
lament thee, saying^ Ah, lord ! for I have pronounced the word, 

6 saith the Lord. Then Jeremiah the prophet spake all these 

7 words unto Zedekiah king of Judah in Jerusalem, when the 
king of Babylon’s army fought against Jerusalem, and against 
all the cities of Judah that were left, against Lachish, and 
against Azekah: for these defenced cities remained of the cities 
of Judah 

8 This is the word that came unto Jeremiah from the Lord, 

In the arrangement of the circumstances which took place at Jerusalem between the approach 
of the Chaldean army and the eventual capture of the city, I have been principally guided by the 
accurate and learned Prideaux. The contents of Jer. xxxix. ver. 1. sufficiently shew that this verse 
may be rightly placed first, as introductory to the whole account. As Jeremiah was put into prison 
the first time, chap, xxxvii. 4. while the Chaldeans were besieging the city, that is, at the beginning 
of the tenth year, and before the army of Pharaoh Hophra came from Egypt, it is evident that this 
part of the chapter precedes in historical order both the account of his imprisonment, and the delivery 
of the prophecy, (Jer. xxxiv. 1 — 0.) which is supposed to have occasioned his confinement. Blayney 
and other commentators differ from Prideaux; and think the prediction contained in the twenty- 
first chapter was the cause of the prophet’s punishment. Both these chapters announce the burning 
of the city, and the captivity of Zedekiah : but in Jer. xxxiv. 1. we read the prediction was delivered 
on the commencement of the siege, by immediate inspiration, without any application from the 
king; while Nebuchadnezzar was still engaged in fighting against the cities of Judah, and had 
perhaps just reached Jerusalem. The latter prediction, (chap, xxi.) on the contrary, was spoken in 
reply to the message from the king, sent by Pashur and Zephaniah, after his imprisonment : and in 
it Jeremiah recapitulates his first prediction, with some additional denunciations ; upon which he is 
more strictly confined in the dungeon of Malchaiah. 

After the Jews had discovered that all their cities were taken but Lachish and Azekah, terrifie’d 
at these losses, and apprehensive of the siege then ready to be laid to Jerusalem, they made a shew 
of returning to God, and of observing his laws, (see ver. 9.) They enter into a solemn covenant with 
God, and immediately issue a proclamation “ that every man should let his manservant and every 
man his maidservant, being an Hebrew, or an Hebrewess, go free,” Deut. xv. 12. This covenant, 
however, was broken as soon as the Jews considered themselves relieved from danger, by the Chal- 
dean army retiring from Jerusalem. 
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A.c. 690. after that the king Zedekiah had made a covenant with all the 
h^Txxi. 2 . people which were at Jerusalem, to proclaim ^ liberty unto 

them ; That every man should let his manservant, and every 9 
man his maidservant, being an Hebrew or an Hebrewess, go 
free ; that none should serve himself of them, to wit^ of a Jew 
his brother. Now when all the princes, and all the people, lo 
which had entered into the covenant, heard that every one 
should let his manservant, and every one his maidservant, go 
free, that none should serve themselves of them any more, then 
they obeyed, and let them go. 

§ 12. Imprisonment of Jeremiah. 

JEREMIAH XXXIl 

1 Jeremiahi being imprisoned by Zedekiah for his prophecy ^ 6 buyeth HanameeVs field. 
13 Baruch must preserve the evidences^ as tokens of the people's return. 16 Jeremiah, 
in his prayer complaineth to God. 26 God confirmeth the captivity for their sins, 
36 and promiseth a gracious return. 

689. 'Pile word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord in the tenth i 
year of Zedekiah king of Judah, which was the eighteenth year 
of Nebuchadrezzar. For then the king of Babylon’s army be- 2 
sieged Jerusalem : and Jeremiah the prophet was shut up in 
the court of the prison, which was in the king of Judah’s house. 
For Zedekiah king of Judah had shut him up, saying. Where- 3 
ach.xxxiv. 2 . fore dost tliou prophesy, and say. Thus saith the Lord, ® Be- 
hold, I will give this city into the hand of the king of Babylon, 
bch.xxxiv.3. and he shall take it; and Zedekiah king of Judah ^ shall not 4 
escape out of the hand of the Chaldeans, but shall surely be de- 
livered into the hand of the king of Babylon, and shall speak 
with him mouth to mouth, and his eyes shall behold his eyes ; 


The place and date of these chapters are assigned in chap, xxxii. ver. 2. By purchasing the 
field at Anathoth, on the prospect of not being able, under the present circumstances of the city, to 
take possession of the land, Jeremiah confirmed lo the people his own firm belief in the truth of all 
the predictions which he had been commanded of God to utter to his brethren. This purchase pre- 
figured, that although Judah and Jerusalem should be laid waste, and the inhabitants led into cap- 
tivity, yet a day would come when there should be a general restoration, the land flourish again, 
possessions bought and sold, as in former times, and the lands enjoyed by their rightful owners, ver. 
36. to the end. In the xxxiiird chapter God reveals his gracious purpose of healing the wounds of 
Jerusalem. He foretells that the land, whose desolation they now deplore, shall be filled again with 
the voice of them “ that shall bring the sacrifice of praise,” and “ shall be an habitation of shepherds 
causing their flocks to lie down.” He promises them a kingdom in which a branch of the house of 
David shall rule in righteousness ; and declares his covenant with David, and the priesthood of the 
sons of Levi, to be as lasting as the covenant of day and night ; and, to remove the reproach cast on 
Israel and Judah, God renews his protestations of infallibly restoring the seed of Jacob, and of 
appointing the seed of David to rule over them for ever. 

From the Babylonish captivity to the coming of Christ, David was without a successor of his 
family sitting upon the throne of Judah or Israel. And from the destruction of Jerusalem to the 
present time, the Jews have had neither a king nor a regular priesthood. It is evident, therefore, 
the time is not yet arrived for the actual accomplishment of this prophecy ; it remains to be fulfilled 
in those days when Israel and Judah shall be restored under Christ, THEIR RIGHTEOUSNESS. 
Admitting this, and that all the families of Israel shall again be re-established in their own posses- 
sions, what improbability is there, that the two families of David, and Levi, may actually revert also 
to the ancient privileges, subject only to the supreme authority of the Messiah, and continue to 
enjoy them, as is here expressly declared, in uninterrupted succession, to the end of the world ? — 
Blayney, notes on Jeremiah, p. 222. — Prideaux’s Connection. 
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5 and he shall lead Zedekiah to Babylon, and there shall he be A.c. 589. 

until I visit him, saith the Lord : though ye fight with the ' ‘ * 

Chaldeans, ye shall not prosper. 

6 And Jeremiah said, The word of the Lord came unto me, 

7 saying, behold, Hanameel the son of Shallum thine uncle shall 
come unto thee, saying. Buy thee my field that is in Anathoth: 

8 for the ® right of redemption is thine to buy it. So Hanameel c Lev. xxv. 

mine uncle s son came to me in the court of the prison accord- 

ing to the word of the Lord, and said unto me, Buy my field, 

I pray thee, that is in Anathoth, which is in the country of 
Benjamin : for the right of inheritance is thine, and the re- 
demption is thine ; buy it for thyself. Then I knew that this 

9 was the word of the Lord. And I bought the field of Hana- 
meel my uncle’s son, that was in Anathoth, and weighed him 

10 the money, even ^seventeen shekels of silver. And I ® sub- 
scribed the evidence, and sealed it^ and took witnesses, and ten pieces of 

1 1 weighed him the money in the balances. So I took the evi- e Heb. wrote 
dence of the purchase, hath that which was sealed according to 

12 the law and custom, and that which was open : and I gave the 
evidence of the purchase unto Baruch the son of Neriah, the 
son of Maaseiah, in the sight of Hanameel mine uncle’s son^ 
and in the presence of the witnesses that subscribed the book 
of the purchase, before all the Jews that sat in the court of the 
prison. 

13, 14 And I charged Baruch before them, saying, Thus saith 
the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel ; Take these evidences, 
this evidence of the purchase, both which is sealed, and this 
evidence which is open ; and put them in an earthen vessel, 

15 that they may continue many days. For thus saith the Lord 
of hosts, the God of Israel ; Houses and fields and vineyards 
shall be possessed again in this land. 

16 Now when I had delivered the evidence of the purchase 
unto Baruch the son of Neriah, I prayed unto the Lord, say- 

17 ing, Ah, Lord God ! behold, thou hast made the heaven and 
the earth by thy great power and stretched out arm, and there 

18 is nothing ^too hard for thee: thou shewest ^ lovingkindness fOr, Aid 
unto thousands, and recompensest the iniquity of the fathers g Ex.xxxiv. 
into the bosom of their children after them: the Great, the 

19 Mighty God, the Lord of hosts, is his name, great in counsel, 
and mighty in ^ work : for thine * eyes are open upon all the ^ob 
ways of the sons of men: to give every one according to his ways, 21 . Prov. v. 

20 and according to the fruit of his doings : which hast set signs and 
wonders in the land of Egypt, even unto this day, and in Israel, 
and among other men ; and hast made thee a name, as at this 

21 day; and ^ hast brought forth thy people Israel out of the land 

of Egypt with signs, and with wonders, and with a strong 1 chr.'xvSi. ' 

22 hand, and with a stretched out arm, and with great terror; and 
hast given them this land, which thou didst swear to their 
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A.c. 689. fathers to give them, a land flowing with milk and honey ; and 23 
they came in, and possessed it ; but they obeyed not thy voice, 
neither walked in thy law ; they have done nothing of all that 
thou commandedst them to do : therefore thou hast caused all 
this evil to come upon them : behold the ^ mounts, they are 24 
come unto the city to take it; and the city is given into the 
hand of the Chaldeans, that fight against it, because of the 
sword, and of the famine, and of the pestilence : and what thou 
hast spoken is come to pass ; and, behold, thou seest it And 25 
thou hast said unto me, O Lord God, Buy thee the field for 
m Or, money, and take witnesses; ’“for the city is given into the 
hand of the Chaldeans. 

Then came the word of the Lord unto Jeremiah, saying, 26 
n^Num. xvi. Behold, I am the Lord, the " God of all flesh : is there any 27 
thing too hard for me? Therefore thus saith the Lord; Be- 28 
hold, I will give this city into the hand of the Chaldeans, and 
into the hand of Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon, and he 
shall take it : and the Chaldeans, that fight against this city, 29 
shall come and set fire on this city, and burn it with the houses, 
°ch. ° upon whose roofs they have offered incense unto Baal, and 
poured out drink offerings unto other gods, to provoke me to 
anger. For the children of Israel and the children of Judah 30 
have only done evil before me from their youth : for the chil- 
dren of Israel have only provoked me to anger with the work 
of their hands, saith the Lord. For this city hath been to me 3i 
pHeb. /or P a provocation of mine anger and of my fury from the day 
my anger. built it even unto tliis day ; that I should remove it 

from before my face, because of all the evil of the children of 32 
Israel and of the children of Judah, which they have done to 
provoke me to anger, they, their kings, their princes, their 
priests, and their prophets, and the men of Judah, and the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem. And they have turned unto me the 33 
q back, and not the face : though I taught them, rising up early 
and teaching them^ yet they have not hearkened to receive in- 
rch.xxiii.il. struction. But they ^set their abominations in the house, 34 
which is called by my name, to defile it. And they built the 35 
high places of Baal, which are in the valley of the son of Hin- 
&^xix^^ 5 ^^‘ nom, to ® cause their sons and their daughters to pass through 
t Lev. xviii. the fire unto * Molech ; which I commanded them not, neither 
came it into my mind, that they should do this abomination, to 
cause Judah to sin. 

And now therefore thus saith the Lord, the God of Israel, 36 
concerning this city, whereof ye say. It shall be delivered into 
the hand of the king of Babylon, by the sword, and by the 
uDeut.xxx. famine, and by the pestilence; behold, I will ^gather them 37 
out of all countries, whither I have driven them in mine anger, 
and in my fury, and in great wrath ; and I will bring them 
again unto this place, ana I will cause them to dwell safely : 
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38 and they shall be * my people, and I will be their God : and A.C. 689. 

39 I will y give them one heart, and one way, that they may fear 

me * for ever, for the good of them, and of their children after xxS* 33 ^.^‘ 

40 them : and I will make an everlasting covenant with them, that y 

I will not turn away ® from them, to do them good ; but I will dat/^. ‘ 
put my fear in their hearts, that they shall not depart from me. IpS'ihZ”' 

41 Yea, I will rejoice over them to do them good, and I will plant 
them in this land ^ assuredly with my whole heart and with my 

42 whole soul. For thus saith the Lord; Like as I have brought 
all this great evil upon this people, so will I bring upon them 

43 all the good that I have promised them. And fields shall be 
bought in this land, whereof ye say. It is desolate without man 

44 or beast ; it is given into the hand of the Chaldeans. Men 
shall buy fields for money, and subscribe evidences, and seal 
them^ and take witnesses in the land of Benjamin, and in the 
places about Jerusalem, and in the cities of Judah, and in the 
cities of the mountains, and in the cities of the valley, and in 
the cities of the south : for I will cause their captivity to return, 
saith the Lord. 


JEREMIAH XXXIII. 

1 God promiseth to the captivity a gracious return^ 9 a joyful state^ 12 a settled govern- 
ment, 15 Christ the Branch of righteousness, IT a continuance of kingdom and priest- 
hood, 20 and a stability of a blessed seed, 

1 Moreover the word of the Lord came unto Jeremiah the 
second time, while he was yet ^shut up in tlie court of the 

2 prison, saying. Thus saith the Lord the ^ maker thereof, the d is. xxxvii. 
Lord that formed it, to establish it; ®the Lord is his name ; eor, jx- 

3 Call unto me, and 1 will answer thee, and shew thee great 

4 and ^mighty things, which thou knowest not. For thus saith 
the Lord, the God of Israel, concerning the houses of this 
city, and concerning the houses of the kings of Judah, which 

5 are thrown down by the mounts, and by the sword ; They come 
to fight with the Chaldeans, but it is to fill them with the dead 
bodies of men, whom I have slain in mine anger and in my 
fury, and for all whose wickedness I have hiu my face from 

6 this city. Behold, I will bring it health and cure, and 1 will 
cure them, and will reveal unto them the abundance of peace 

7 and truth. And I will cause the captivity of Judah and the 
captivity of Israel to return, and will build them, as at the first. 

8 And I will cleanse them from all their iniquity, whereby they 
have sinned against me; and I will » pardon all their iniquities, 
whereby they have sinned, and whereby they have transgressed 
against me. 

9 And it shall be to me a name of joy, a praise and an honour 
before all the nations of the earth, which shall hear all the 
good that I do unto them : and they shall fear and tremble 
for all the goodness and for all the prosperity that I procure 

10 unto it. Thus saith the Lord; Again there shall be heard in 

12 
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A C. 689^ this place, which ye say shall be desolate without man and 
without beast, even in the cities of Judah, and in the streets of 
Jerusalem, that are desolate, without man, and without inhabi- 
tant, and without beast, the voice of joy, and the voice ofii 
gladness, the voice of the bridegroom, and the voice of the 
bride, the voice of them that shall say, ^Praise the Lord of 
hosts : for the Lord is good ; for his mercy endureth for ever : 
and of them that shall bring the sacrifice of praise into the 
house of the Lord. For I will cause to return the captivity 
of the land, as at the first, saith the Lord. Thus saith the 12 
Lord of hosts; Again in this place, which is desolate without 
man and without beast, and in all the cities thereof, shall be 
an habitation of shepherds causing their flocks to lie down. In 13 
the cities of the mountains, in the cities of the vale, and in the 
cities of the south, and in the land of Benjamin, and in the 
places about Jerusalem, and in the cities of Judah, shall the 
flocks pass again under the hands of him that telleth them^ saith 
the Lord. Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that I u 
will perform that good thing which I have promised unto the 
house of Israel and to the house of Judah. 

In those days, and at that time, will I cause the ^Branch 15 
of righteousness to grow up unto David ; and he shall execute 
judgment and righteousness in the land. In those days shall 16 
Judah be saved, and Jerusalem shall dwell safely: and this is 
name wherewith she shall be called, ^ The Lord our right- 
eousness. 

iHeb. There For thus saith the Lord ; David shall never want a man 17 
IZ off from to sit upon the throne of the house of Israel ; neither shall the 18 
STsam. vii. priests the Levites want a man before me to offer burnt 
16 . 1 Kin. ii. offerings, and to kindle meat offerings, and to do sacrifice 
continually. 

And the word of the Lord came unto Jeremiah, saying, 19 
ch^ xxxi.^ 36 . Thus saith the Lord ; “ If ye can break my covenant of the 20 
day, and my covenant of the night, and that there should not 
be day and night in their season; then may also my covenant 21 
be broken with David my servant, that he should not have a 
son to reign upon his throne ; and with the Levites the priests, 
och.xxxi..'57. my ministers. As ®the host of heaven cannot be numbered, 22 
neither the sand of the sea measured : so will I multiply the 
seed of David my servant, and the Levites that minister unto 
me. Moreover the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah, say- 23 
ing, Considerest thou not what this people have spoken, saying, 24 
The two families which the Lord hath chosen, he hath even 
cast them off ? thus they have despised my people, that they 
should be no more a nation before them. Thus saith the 25 
Lord ; If my covenant be not with day and night, and if I 
have not appointed the ordinances of heaven ana earth ; then 26 
will I cast away the seed of Jacob, and David my servant, so 


h ch vii. 34. 
& xvi. 9. 


i Is. iv. 2 & 
xi. 1. ch. 
xxiii. 5. 
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that I will not take any of his seed to he rulers over the seed of A.c. 689. 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob : for I will cause their captivity to ' ^ 

return, and have mercy on them. 

§13. The Chaldeans raise the siege of Jerusalem, and march against 
Pharaoh Hophra, King of Egypt. 

JEREMIAH XXXVII. VER. 5. 

5 Then Pharaoh’s army was come forth out of Egypt : and 
when the Chaldeans that besieged Jerusalem heard tidings of 
them, they departed from Jerusalem. 

§ 14. The Destruction of the Philistines and the Egyptians foretold. 

JEREMIAH XLVII. 

The destruction of the Philistines. 

1 The word of the Lord that came to Jeremiah the prophet 
against the Philistines, before that Pharaoh smote ^Gaza^\ aHeb.^^aaA. 

As no history, either sacred or profane, has mentioned the capture of Gaza by the king of 
Egypt, there is no means of ascertaining the precise date of the delivery of this prophecy. Lighlfoot 
has placed it in the ninth year of Zedekiah ; on the supposition that Gaza was taken by Pharaoh’s 
army soon after this time. In the fourth verse the Philistines are called the remnant of the country 
of Caphtor. This expression perhaps will serve as a clue to the right understanding of the history. 
On consulting the map of Palestine, we find that Gaza was a city of the tribe of Judah, and that it 
was near the sea coast. The circumstances related concerning it in the Old Testament prove the 
great importance attached to it, both by the Israelites and the surrounding nations. It was given to 
Judah, in the division of the country by Joshua; and it was one of the five principalities of the Phi- 
listines towards the southern extremity of Canaan. It was frequently taken and retaken by the 
Philistines and Hebrews ; and, after having been lost by Ahaz, it was finally conquered by Heze- 
kiah, (2 Kings xviii. 8.) 

These contests for the possession of Gaza are supposed, by Calmet, to have been occasioned by 
its favourable situation for commerce. The revolutions of preceding ages, however, furnish us with 
more powerful reasons for these contentions. 

In Gen. x. 13, 14. we read Misraim begat Ludim, and Anamira, and Lehabim, and Naphtuhim, 
and Pathrusim, and Casluhim, (out of whom came Philistim) and Caphtorim. And in Deut. ii. 20 — 23. 
Moses, in commanding the Israelites not to interfere with the possessions of the Ammonites, leaves 
his immediate subject, and gives a short history of the conquest of the Zamzummins by the Am- 
monites, in a prior age. This conquest leads him to allude to the defeat of the Horim by the Edomites, 
and in ver. 23. to the overthrow of the Avims by the Caphtorim ; his words are, “ the Avirns which 
dwelt in Hazerim, even unto Azzah, the Caphtorims, which came out of Caphtor, destroyed them, 
and dwelt in their stead.” Azzah is the same as Gaza: they, which commences the Hebrew name, 
being by the Septuagint pronounced as a G. 

From comparing these expressions, it evidently appears that the Philistim, who may be con- 
sidered the same as the Egyptians, invaded Palestine, (to which they gave their name) by the 
south-west; and leaving the country of the Caphtorim, took possession of the sea coast as far as 
Gaza; before the Israelites entered the Holy Land on the eastern side over the river Jordan. 
Bishop Cumberland, in his Dissertation on Deut. ii. 23, has plainly shewn that Caphtor was the 
same as Pelusium; and on referring to the map, it will be seen that the Pelusiac mouth of the Nile 
is the nearest branch of that river to the country thus invaded. By keeping possession of Gaza, or 
of Ashkelon, on one side, and Pelusium on the other, the Egyptians and Philistines maintained 
under their dominion the whole of this part of the sea coast; a territory eminently valuable to 
them. Besides which, it was the conquest of their ancestors, and a sure protection to their own 
territory : it was a certain source of revenue, and afforded an easy admission into the country of the 
Israelites, whenever the distresses of the Jews, or their own ambition, prompted them to make an 
invasion. The Egyptians and the Philistines therefore, who were t^he remnant of the country of 
Caphtor, seeing at this juncture the distress of Judea, most probably attempted to regain possession 
from the Jews, or Assyrians, of the sea coast, from Pelusium to Ashkelon. Egypt and Assyria 
were the two powerful nations who were contending for empire : the impoverished and crumbling 
dominion of Judea was divided between them at their pleasure. The king of Assyria invaded it 
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A.c. 689. Thus saith the Lord ; Behold, ^ waters rise up out of the 2 
b Is. vlii. 7. ^ north, and shall be an overflowing flood, and shall overflow 
c Heb. theful- the land, and ® all that is therein ; the city, and them that 
nest thereof, therein: then the men shall cry, and all the inhabitants 

of the land shall howl. 

At the noise of the stamping of the hoofs of his strong 3 
horses^ at the rushing of his chariots, and at the rumbling of his 
wheels, the fathers shall not look back to their children for 
feebleness of hands ; 

Because of the day that cometh to spoil all the Philistines, 4 
and to cut off from Tyrus and Zidon every helper that re- 
maineth : for the Lord will spoil the Philistines, the remnant 

^ country of Caphtor. 

Baldness is come upon Gaza : Ashkelon is cut off with the 5 
remnant of their valley: how long wilt thou cut thyself? 

O thou sword of the Loud, how long will it he ere thou be 6 
quiet? ®put up thyself into thy scabbard, rest, and be still. 
f Heb. ffoto ^How can it be quiet, seeing the Lord hath given it a 7 

canstthouf aguinst Ashkelon, and against the sea shore? there 

hath he appointed it. 

JEREMIAH XXXVII. VEIl. 6 — 10. 

Then came the word of the Lord unto the prophet Jere- 6 
miah, saying. Thus saith the Lord, the God of Israel ; Thus 7 
shall ye say to the king of Judah, that sent you unto me to 
enquire of me ; Behold, Pharaoh’s army, which is come forth 
to help you, shall return to Egypt into their own land. And 8 
the Chaldeans shall come again, and fight against this city, and 
take it, and burn it with fire. Thus saith the Lord ; Deceive 9 
g Heb. souls, not ^ yoursclves, saying, The Chaldeans shall surely depart 

from us : for they shall not depart. For though ye had smitten lo 


from the east and north, had taken all its fortified towns, except Jerusalem, Lachish, and Azekah, 
which two last places were not far distant from Gaza. I have supposed, therefore, that on Nebu- 
chadnezzar’s rapid success in Palestine, the king of Egypt, in union with the Philistines, was 
making an attempt to recover possession of the much desired territory from Pelusium to Ash- 
kelon. In his progress through the country “ he smote Gaza,” and this conquest, with the proxi- 
mity of the Egyptian army to those divisions of Nebuchadnezzar’s army which were besieging 
Lachish and Azekah, occasioned the raising of the siege of Jerusalem by the larger part of the 
Chaldean army ; on seeing which, the Egyptians retreated to their own country, and left Zedekiah 
and the Jews to their fate. 

Dr. Blayney suggests the idea, that Gaza might have been taken by the Egyptians, on their 
retiring before the army of Nebuchadnezzar : but it is not probable that an army, which was hastily 
retreating to its own territory for safety, would stop before a strongly fortified town, besiege, and 
capture it. Others have supposed that it was taken by Pharaoh Necho, on his return from the 
battle of Megiddo, where Josiah was killed, and when all the country submitted to his victorious 
arms. But we have no authority, either for supposing that the whole country submitted to Pharaoh, 
or that Jeremiah should predict the destruction of the Philistines, on the capture of that town, more 
than on the capture of any other. On considering the various authorities, it seems most probable, 
that the capture of Gaza must either have been the cause of Nebuchadnezzar’s raising the siege of 
Jerusalem ; or, that it was taken about the time when Lachish and Azekah were besieged by the 
Chaldean army. — Vide Bishop Cumberland’s Origines Gentium, Tract 2nd; Faber’s Pag. Idol, 
▼ol. Hi. p. 567 f Ligbtfoot in loc. ; Dr. Blayney in loc ; Calmet’s Dictionary, art. Gaza. 
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the whole army of the Chaldeans that fight against you, and A.c. 689. 
there remained hut ^ wounded men among them, yet should 
they rise up every man in his tent, and burn this city with 
fire. 

§ 15. On the Departure of the Chaldeans, the Hebrew Slaves are recalled, 
JEREMIAH XXXIV. VER. 11, TO THE END. 

11 But afterward they turned, and caused the servants and the 
handmaids, whom they had let go free, to return, and brought 
them into subjection for servants and for handmaids'®. 

12 Therefore the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah from the 

13 Lord, saying. Thus saith the Lord, the God of Israel; I 
made a covenant with your fathers in the day that I brought 
them forth out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bond- 

14 men, saying. At the end of ^ seven years let ye go every man aEx. xxi. 2 . 
his brother an Hebrew, which ^hath been sold unto thee; and 

when he hath served thee six years, thou shalt let him go free 
from thee : but your fathers hearkened not unto me, neither 

15 inclined their ear. And ye were now turned, and had done 
right in my sight, in proclaiming liberty every man to his 
neighbour; and ye had made a covenant before me in the 

16 house ^ which is called by my name : but ye turned and pol- d Heb. 
luted my name, and caused every man his servant, and every iTcaS."***”* 
man his handmaid, whom he had set at liberty at their plea- 
sure, to return, and brought them into subjection, to be unto 

17 you for servants and for handmaids. Therefore thus saith the 
Lord; Ye have not hearkened unto me, in proclaiming liberty, 
every one to his brother, and every man to his neighbour : 
behold, I proclaim a liberty for you, saith the Lord, to the 
sword, to the pestilence, and to the famine ; and I will make 

18 you ® to be ^removed into all the kingdoms of the earth. And I ^ neb. /or a 
will give the men that have transgressed my covenant, which have fST.xxviii. 
not performed the w^ords of the covenant which they had made xxix^i?’ 
before me, when they cut the calf in twain, and passed between 

19 the parts thereof, the princes of Judah, and the princes of 
Jerusalem, the eunuchs, and the priests, and all the people of 

20 the land, which passed between the parts of the calf ; I will 
even give them into the hand of their enemies, and into the 
hand of them that seek their life : and their ^ dead bodies shall 
be for meat unto the fowls of the heaven, and to the beasts of 


The prophet, in this part of chap, xxxiv, reproaches the people of Judah for the utter hollow- 
ness of their pretended reformation ; and for their perfidious conduct to their Hebrew slaves ; whom 
they again reduced, in despite of their covenant, to their former unlawful bondage, as soon as the 
danger that threatened them from the Chaldeans appeared to be past. God threatens to punish 
them by giving liberty to the sword, to the pestilence, and the famine. He assures them he will 
deliver them into the hands of those enemies “ who are gone up from you,” that he wdll cause them 
to return, and make Judah a desolation without an inhabitant” — See note on the first part of 
chapter xxxiv. 
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A.c. 589.^ the earth. And Zedekiah king of Judah and his princes will 21 
I give into the hand of their enemies, and into the hand of 
them that seek their life, and into the hand of the king of 
Babylon’s army, which are gone up from you. Behold, I will 22 
command, saith the Lord, and cause them to return to this 
city; and they shall fight against it, and take it, and burn it 
with fire: andl I will make the cities of Judah a desolation 
without an inhabitant, 

§ 16. Jeremiah, attempting to make his Escape from Jerusalem, is again 

imprisoned, 

JEREMIAH XXXVII. VER. 11, TO THE END. 

588. 17 came to pass, that when the army of the Chaldeans 1 1 

was ^ brokcii up from Jerusalem for fear of Pharaoh’s army, 
then Jeremiah went forth out of Jerusalem to go into the land 12 
^wayfrom^ of Benjamin, ^to separate himself thence in the midst of the 
midst of the whcii lie was in the gate of Benjamin, a captain is 

people, of the ward was there, whose name 7ms Irijah, the son of She- 
lemiah, the son of Hananiah ; and he took Jeremiah the pro- 
phet, saying, Thou fullest away to the Chaldeans. Then said 14 
L^?or^a/ie J^^^miah, It is ° false ; I fall not away to the Chaldeans. But 
he hearkened not to him : so Irijah took Jeremiah, and brought 
him to the princes. Wherefore the princes were wroth with 15 
Jeremiah, and smote him, and put him in prison in the house of 
Jonathan the scribe: for they had made that the prison. 

When Jeremiah was entered into the dungeon, and into the 16 
cells, d cabins, and Jeremiah had remained tliere many days; then 17 
Zedekiah the king sent, and took him out : and the king asked 
him secretly in his house, and said. Is there any word from the 
Lord? And Jeremiah said. There is: for, said he, thou shalt 
be delivered into the hand of the king of Babylon. Moreover I 8 
Jeremiah said unto king Zedekiah, What have I oflFended 
against thee, or against thy servants, or against this people, 
that ye have put me in prison ? Where are now your prophets 19 
which prophesied unto you, saying, The king of Babylon shall 
not come against you, nor against this land r Therefore hear 20 
e neb. let my now, I pray thee, O my lord the king: ®let my supplication, I 
fall. pray thee, be accepted beiore thee ; that thou cause me not to 
return to the house of Jonathan the scribe, lest I die there. 
Then Zedekiah the king commanded that they should commit 21 
Jeremiah into the court of the prison, and that they should give 
him daily a piece of bread out of the bakers’ street, until all the 
bread in the city were spent. Thus Jeremiah remained in the 
court of the prison. 


The place and date of this part of Jeremiah xxxvii. are assigned in ver. 11. 
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§ 17. Jeremiah, applied to by the King, repeats his former Predictions, 
JEREMIAH XXI 

1 The word which came unto Jeremiah from the Lord, when a.c. 588. 
king Zedekiah sent unto him Pashur the son of Malchiah, and 
Zephaniah the son of Maaseiah the priest, saying, 

2 Enquire, I pray thee, of the Lord for us; for Nebuchad- 
rezzar king of Babylon maketh war against us ; if so be that the 
Lord will deal with us according to all his wondrous works, 
that he may go up from us. 

3 Then said Jeremiah unto them. Thus shall ye say to Zede- 
kiah : 

4 Thus saith the Lord God of Israel ; Behold, I will turn back 
the weapons of war that are in your hands, wherewith ye fight 
against the king of Babylon, and against the Chaldeans, which 
besiege you without the walls, and I will assemble them into 
the midst of this city. 

5 And I myself will fight against you with an ^ outstretched 
hand and with a strong arm, even in anger, and in fury, and in 
great wrath. 

6 And I will smite the inhabitants of this city, both man and 
beast ; they shall die of a great pestilence. 

7 And afterward, saith the Lord, I will deliver Zedekiah king 
of Judah, and his servants, and the people, and such as are left 
in this city from the pestilence, from the sword, and from the 
famine, into the hand of Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon, 
and into the hand of their enemies, and into the hand of those 
that seek their life : and he shall smite them with the edge of 
the sword; he shall not spare them, neither have pity, nor 
have mercy. 

8 And unto this people thou shalt say. Thus saith the Lord ; 

Behold, I set before you the way of life, and the way of death. 

9 He that ^ abideth in this city shall die by the sword, and by 
the famine, and by the pestilence : but he that goeth out, and 
falleth to the Chaldeans that besiege you, he shall live, and 
® his life shall be unto him for a prey. 

10 For I have set my face against this city for evil, and not for 

f ood, saith the Lord : it shall be given into the hand of the 
ing of Babylon, and he shall burn it with fire. 

11 And touching the house of the king of Judah, sag^ Hear ye 
the word of the Lord ; 

12 O house of David, thus saith the Lord; Execute judg- 


For the reasons why the twenty-first chapter is inserted here, see a preceding note on chap, 
xxxiv. 1 — 8. In a loathsome dungeon, the prophet still retains his unshaken fidelity and constancy, 
and repeats his former predictions with unwavering firmness ; he exhorts the royal house to execute 
judgment and justice. The king and people, even to the last, are offered terms of merry and 
acceptance, on obedience and submission to the divine will ; “ Behold, 1 set before you the way of 
life, and the way of death,” ver. 8, 9. Jer. xxxviii. 17- 
VOL. 11, 1 i 


h ch. xxxviii. 
2 . 


c ch. xxxix. 
18. & xlv. 


d ch xxii. 3. 
e Ueb. J vrige. 
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A.c. 588. ment in the morning, and deliver him that is spoiled out of the 
hand of the oppressor, lest my fury go out like fire, and burn 
that none can quench it^ because of the evil of your doings. 

Behold, I am against thee, O ^inhabitant of the valley, 1 3 
and rock of the plain, saith the Lord ; which say. Who shall 
come down against us? or who shall enter into our habitations? 

But I will 6 punish you according to the ^ fruit of your 14 
doings, saith the Lord: and I will kindle a fire in the forest 
thereof, and it shall devour all things round about it. 

§ 18. Jeremiah committed to the Dungeon of Malchiah. 
JEREMIAH XXXVIII 

1 Jeremiah, hy a false suggestion, is put into the dungeon of Malchiah. 7 Ebed-melech, 
by suit, getteth him some enlargement. 1 4 Upon secret conference he counselleth the 
king by yielding to save his life. 24 By the king's instructions he concealeth the con- 
ference from the princes. 

Then Shephatiah the son of Mattan, and Gedaliah the son i 
of Pashur, and Jucal the son of Shelemiah, and Pashur the son 
of Malchiah, heard the words that Jeremiah had spoken unto 
a ch. xxi. 9. all the people, saying. Thus saith the Lord, ^ He that remaineth 2 
in this city shall die by the sword, by the famine, and by the 
pestilence : but he that goeth forth to the Chaldeans shall live ; 
for he shall have his life for a prey, and shall live. Thus saith 3 
the Lord, This city shall surely be given into the hand of the 
king of Babylon’s army, which shall . take it. Therefore the 4 
princes said unto the king. We beseech thee, let this man be 
put to death : for thus he weakeneth the hands of the men of 
war that remain in this city, and the hands of all the people, in 
speaking such words unto them : for this man seeketh not the 
b Heb. peace. ^ welfare of this people, but the hurt. Then Zedekiah the king 5 
said. Behold, he is in your hand : for the king is not he that 
can do any thing against you. Then took they Jeremiah, and 6 
cOj. of the cast him into the dungeon of Malchiah the son ® of Hamme- 
lech, that was in the court of the prison : and they let down 
Jeremiah with cords. And in the dungeon there was no water, 
but mire : so Jeremiah sunk in the mire. 

Now when Ebed-melech the Ethiopian, one of the eunuchs 7 
which was in the king’s house, heard that they had put Jere- 
miah in the dungeon ; the king then sitting in the gate of Ben- 
jamin ; Ebed-melech went forth out of the king’s house, and 8 
spake to the king, saying. My lord the king, these men have 9 
done evil in all that they have done to Jeremiah the prophet, 
AReh.hewiii whom they have cast into the dungeon; and ^he is like to die 
for hunger in the place where he is : for there is no more bread 


f Heb. inha- 
itresa. 


g Heb. tusit 
upon. 

h Prov. i.31. 


That this chapter ought to be inserted here, is evident from ver. 28 ; “ Jeremiah abode in the 
court of the prison until the day that Jerusalem was taken : and he was there when Jerusalem was 
taken.” The place of chap, xxxix. 15, 16, 17» 18* is assigned by comparing ver. 15. with the last 
verse of the preceding chapter, and by the events alluded to in that chapter. 

12 
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loin the city. Then the king commanded Ebed-melech the A.c. 688. 
Ethiopian, saying. Take from hence thirty men ®with thee, 
and take up Jeremiah the prophet out of the dungeon, before 

1 1 he die. So Ebed-melech took the men with him, and went 
into the house of the king under the treasury, and took thence 
old cast clouts and old rotten rags, and let them down by cords 

12 into the dungeon to Jeremiah. And Ebed-melech the Ethio- 
pian said unto Jeremiah, Put now these old cast clouts and 
rotten rags under thine armholes under the cords. And Jere- 

I3miah did so. So they drew up Jeremiah with cords, and took 
him up out of the dungeon : and Jeremiah remained in the 
court of the prison. 

14 Then Zedekiah the king sent, and took Jeremiah the pro- 
phet unto him into the ^ third entry that is in the house of the ^ 
Lord : and the king said unto Jeremiah, I will ask thee a 

15 thing; hide nothing from me. Then Jeremiah said unto 
Zedekiah, If I declare it unto thee, wilt thou not surely put 
me to death ? and if I give thee counsel, wilt thou not hearken 

16 unto me ? So Zedekiah the king sware secretly unto Jeremiah, 
saying. As the Lord liveth, that made us this soul, 1 will not 
put tliee to death, neither will 1 give thee into the hand of 

17 these men that seek thy life. Then said Jeremiah unto Zede- 
kiah, Thus saith the Lord, the God of hosts, the God of 
Israel ; If thou wilt assuredly go forth unto the king of Baby- 
lon’s princes, then thy soul shall live, and this city shall not be 

18 burned with fire; and thou shalt live, and thine house : but if 
thou wdlt not go forth to the king of Babylon’s princes, then 
shall this city be given into the hand of the Chaldeans, and 
they shall burn it with fire, and thou shalt not escape out of 

19 their hand. And Zedekiah the king said unto Jeremiah, I am 
afraid of the Jews that are fallen to the Chaldeans, lest they 

20 deliver me into their hand, and they mock me. But Jeremiali 
said, They shall not deliver thee. Obey, I beseech thee, the 
voice of the Lord, which I speak unto thee : so it shall be well 

21 unto thee, and thy soul shall live. But if thou refuse to go 

22 forth, this is the word that the Lord hath shewed me : and, 
behold, all the women that are left in the king of Judah’s house 
shall he brought forth to the king of Babylon’s princes, and 

those women snail say, ^ Thy friends have set thee on, and have s Web. Men 
prevailed against thee : thy feet are sunk in the mire, and they 

23 are turned away back. So they shall bring out all thy wives 
and thy children to the Chaldeans : and thou shalt not escape 
out of their hand, but shalt be taken by the hand of the king 
of Babylon : and ^ thou shalt cause this city to be burned 

. , ^ shall burn, 

With ure. ^c. 

24 Then said Zedekiah unto Jeremiah, Let no man know of 

25 these words, and thou shalt not die. But if the princes hear 
that I have talked with thee, and they come unto tnee, and say 

I i 2 
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A C. 588.^ unto thee, Declare unto us now what thou hast said unto the 
' ' king) hide it not from us, and we will not put thee to death ; 

also what the king said unto thee : then thou shalt say unto 26 
them, I presented my supplication before the king, that he 
would not cause me to return to Jonathan’s house, to die there. 
Then came all the princes unto Jeremiah, and asked him : and 27 
he told them according to all these words that the king had 
i weh. ihey Commanded. So ^ they left off speaking with him ; for the 
7fVn him! matter was not perceived. So Jeremiah abode in the court of 28 
the prison until the day that Jerusalem was taken : and he was 
there when Jerusalem was taken. 

JEREMIAH XXXIX. VER, 15, TO THE END. 

Now the word of the Lord came unto Jeremiah, while he 15 
was shut up in the court of the prison, saying, Go and speak to i6 
Ebed-melech the Ethiopian, saying, Thus saith the Lord of 
hosts, the God of Israel ; Behold, 1 will bring my words upon 
this city for evil, and not for good : and they shall be accom- 
plished in that day before thee. But I will deliver thee in 17 
that day, saith the Lord : and thou shalt not be given into 
the hand of the men of whom thou art afraid. For I will 18 
sureljr deliver thee, and thou shalt not fall by the sword, but 
thy life shall be for a prey unto thee : because thou hast put 
thy trust in me, saith the Lord. 

§ 19. Capture of Jerusalem and of Zedekiah — the Deliverance of 

Jeremiah, 

JEREMIAH LII. VER. 5, 6. 

So the city was besieged unto the eleventh year of king 5 
Zedekiah. And in the fourth month, in the ninth day of the 6 
month, the famine was sore in the city, so that there was no 
bread for the people of the land. 

JEREMIAH XXXIX. VER. 3. 

And all the princes of the king of Babylon came in, and sat 3 
in the middle gate, even Nergal-^arezer, Samgar-nebo, Sarse- 
chim, Rab-saris, Nergal-sharezer, Rab-mag, with all the resi- 
due of the princes of the king of Babylon. 

JEREMIAH LII. VER. 7 — 11. 

Then the city was broken up, and all the men of war fled, 7 
and went forth out of the city by night by the way of tlie gate 
between the two walls, which was by the king’s garden ; (now 
the Chaldeans were by the city round about:) and they went 
by the way of the plain. But the army of the Chaldeans pur- 8 
sued after the king, and overtook Zedekiah in the plains of 
Jericho; and all his army was scattered from him. Then they 9 
took the king, and carried him up unto the king of Babylon to 
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Riblah in the land of Hamath ; where he gave judgment upon A.c. 588. 

10 him. And the king of Babylon slew the sons of Zedekiah ^ ^ 

before his eyes : he slew also all the princes of Judah in Rib- 

lilah. Then he ® put out the eyes of Zedekiah; and the king 

of Babylon bound him in ^chains, and carried him to Babylon, \iOx,feiier», 
and put him in ® prison till the day of his death. 

JEREMIAH XXXIX. VER. 11 14. 

11 Now Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon gave charge con- 
cerning Jeremiah ^ to Nebuzar-adan the captain of the guard, 

12 saying. Take him, and ®look well to him, and do him noeiieb. Aei 

13 harm; but do unto him ev^en as he shall say unto thee. Sotpo«//im. 
Nebuzar-adan the captain of the guard sent, and Nebushasban, 
Rab-saris, and Nergal-sharezer, Rab-mag, and all the king of 

14 Babylon’s princes ; even they sent, and took Jeremiah out of 
the court of the prison, and committed him unto Gedaliah the 
son of Ahikam the son of Shaphan, that he should carry him 
home : so he dwelt among the people. 

JEREMIAH LII. VER. 24 — 27- 

24 And the captain of the guard took Seraiah the chief priest, 
and Zephaniah the second priest, and the three keepers of the 

25^ door: he took also out of the city an eunuch, which had the fHeb. /Am 
charge of the men of war ; and seven men of them that ^ were g Hel). saw 
near the king’s person, which were found in the city ; and the 
^ principal scribe of the host, who mustered the people of the 
land ; and threescore men of the people of the land, that were the holt. 

26 found in the midst of the city. So Nebuzar-adan the captain 
of the guard took them, and brought them to the king of Baby- 

27 Ion to Riblah. And the king of Babylon smote them, and 
put them to death in Riblah in the land of Hamath. Thus 
Judah was carried away captive out of his own land. 

§ 20. The Burning of the Temple of Jerusalem, 

JEREMIAH LII. VER. 12, 13, 14. 

12 Now in the fifth month, in the tenth day of the month, 
which teas the nineteenth year of Nebuchadrezzar king of 
Babvlon, came Nebuzar-adan, captain of the which 

13 ^served the king of Babylon, into Jerusalem, and burned the kneb.c/m/ 
house of the Lord, and the king’s house; and all the houses oiuonersTorT 
Jerusalem, and all the houses of the great men^ burned he with 

14 fire: and all the army of the Chaldeans, that with fke Jl&c. ^ ^ 
captain of the guard, brake down all the walls of Jerusalem hejlre! 
round about. 

JEREMIAH LII. VER. l7 — 23. 

17 ^ Also the pillars of brass that loere in the house of the Lord, 

and the bases, and the brasen sea that teas in the house of the 
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A C. 588 . Lord, the Chaldeans brake, and carried all the brass of them 
n Or, instru- to Babylon. The caldrons also, and the ^shovels, and the is 
snuffers, and the ** bowls, and the spoons, and all the vessels of 
To 7 'basons whercwith they ministered, took they away. And the 19 

vo^centeri basons, and the p firepans, and the bowls, and the caldrons, and 
the candlesticks, and the spoons, and the cups ; that which was 
of gold in gold, and that which was of silver in silver, took the 
captain of the guard away. The two pillars, one sea, and twelve 20 
brasen bulls that were under the bases, which king Solomon 
had made in the house of the Lord : ‘ithe brass of all these 
15^ f vessels was without weight. And concerning the ^pillars, the 21 
XXV. 17 . ’ height of one pillar was eighteen cubits; and a ® fillet of twelve 
siieb^reorf. cubits did compuss it; and the thickness thereof was four fin- 
gers : it was hollow. And a chapiter of brass was upon it ; 22 
and the height of one chapiter was five cubits, with network 
and pomegranates upon the chapiters round about, all of brass. 
The second pillar also and the pomegranates were like unto 
these. And there were ninety and six pomegranates on a 23 
side ; and all the pomegranates upon the network were an hun- 
dred round about. 


JEREMIAH Lll. VER. 15, 1(3. 

Then Nebiizar-adan the captain of the guard carried away 15 
captive certain of the poor of the people, and the residue of 
the people that remained in the city, and those that fell away, 
that fell to the king of Babylon, and the rest of the multitude. 
But Nebuzar-adan the captain of the guard left certain of the 16 
poor of the land for vinedressers and for husbandmen. 

JEREMIAH XXXIX. VER. 10. 

But Nebuzar-adan the captain of the guard left of the poor lo 
of the people, which had nothing, in the land of Judah, and 
t Heb. in that guvc them vineyards and fields ^ at the same time. 

PSALM LXXIX 

1 The psalmist complaineth of the desolation of Jerusalem. 8 He praycth for deliverance, 
13 and promiseth thankfulness. 

^ A Psalm u of Asaph. 

O God, the heathen are come into thine inheritance ; thy i 
holy temple have they defiled ; they have laid Jerusalem on 
heaps. 


u Or, for 
Jtsaph. 


Psalm Ixxix. — In this Psalm Asaph complains that the Babylonians had destroyed the city and 
temple at Jerusalem, and beseeches God to be reconciled to his people, and to punish the blas- 
phemies and cruelties of their idolatrous enemies. — Green ; Dr. Wells. 

Psalm Ixxiv. — This Psalm was occasioned by the desolation of Jerusalem and the temple, and the 
rest of the country of Judea, made by Nebuchadnezzar, or the Babylonish forces. — Vide ver. 5, 6, 7 ; 
Dr. Wells; Pole’s Synopsis, &c. 

Psalm Ixxxiii. — In this Psalm are enumerated the various nations who were leagued against 
Jerusalem, at the time it was written. In the eighth verse, Assur or Assyria is mentioned among 
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2 The dead bodies of thy servants have they given to he meat 
unto the fowls of the heaven, the flesh of thy saints unto the 
beasts of the earth. 

3 Their blood have they shed like water round about Jerusa- 
lem ; and there was none to bury them, 

4 We are become a reproach to our neighbours, a scorn and 
derision to them that are round about us. 

5 y How long. Lord ? wilt thou be angry for ever ? shall thy 
jealousy burn like fire ? 

6 ^ Pour out thy wrath upon the heathen that have not known 
thee, and upon the kingdoms that have not called upon thy 
name. 

7 For they have devoured Jacob, and laid waste his dwelling 
place. 

8 ^ O remember not against us former iniquities : let thy 
tender mercies speedily prevent us : for we are brought very 
low. 

9 Help us, O God of our salvation, for the glory of thy name : 
and deliver us, and purge away our sins, for thy name’s sake. 

]0 Wherefore should the heathen say, Where is tlieir God ? let 
him be known among the heathen in our sight by the ^ reveng- 
ing of the blood of tliy servants which is shed. 

11 Let the sighing of the prisoner come before thee; according 
to the greatness of thy power ^ preserve thou those that are 
appointed to die ; 

12 ‘ ‘ ' 

their reproach, wherewith they have reproached thee, O Lord, 

13 So we thy people and sheep of thy pasture will give thee 
thanks for ever : we will shew forth thy praise ^ to all gene- 
rations. 


A.C. 5«8. 


X Ps. xliv. 13. 


y Ps. Ixxxix. 
46. 


And render unto our neighbours sevenfold into their bosom 


a Is. Ixiv. 9, 
b Or, the ini- 
quities of them 
that were 
before us. 


c Heb. ven- 
geance. 


d Heb. thine 
arm. 

e Heh. reserve 
the children 
of death. 


f Heb. to gene- 
ration andge~ 
neratiun. 


PSA1.M LXXIV. 

1 The prophet complaiveth of the desolation of the sanctuary. 10 lie moveth God to 
help in consideration of his power ^ of his reproachful enemieSy of his childreuy and 

of his covenant. 

^ K Maschil of Asaph. gOr, APsalm 

^ for Asaph to 

1 O God, why hast thou cas,t us oil for ever? why doth thine 
anger smoke against the sheep of thy pasture ? 

2 Remember thy congregation, which thou hast purchased of 

old; the ^rod of thine inheritance, which thou hast redeemed; \iOt, tribe. 
this mount Zion, wherein thou hast dwelt. 


them. This fixes the date of the composition of the Psalm to the latter period of the Jewish 
monarchy ; and as all the surrounding tribes were about the time of Zedekiah, and his immediate 
predecessor, united against Jerusalem, it was most probably written about this time. — Dr. Wall. 

Psalm xciv. — This Psalm is enumerated by Dr. Gray, from Calmet, among those which were 
written during some of the captivities and distresses of the church. Its precise date is not known. 
It is not improbable that it was written on the destruction of the city and temple. On comparing 
the fifth verse with the fourteenth, it appears that it was written to console the church of God in its 
distress ; and that distress was apparently a total ruin of the church, which God, however, would not 
cast off ; neither would he forsake his inheritance. 
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A.C. 588. 


i Heb. They 
have sevt thy 
sanctuary 
info the fire. 
k Heb. break. 


1 Ex. xiv.21. 
mHeb. break, 
n Or, whales. 


0 Ex. xvii, 5. 
Num. XX, 11. 
p Josh.iii. 13. 
q Ileb. rivers 
of strength. 


r Heb. made 
them. 


8 Heb, as- 
cend eth. 


Lift up thy feet unto the perpetual desolations ; even all that 3 
the enemy hath done wickedly in the sanctuary. 

Thine enemies roar in the midst of thy congregations ; they 4 
set up their ensigns for signs. 

A man was famous according as he had lifted up axes upon 5 
the thick trees. 

But now they break down the carved work thereof at once 6 
with axes and hammers. 

^ * They have cast lire into thy sanctuary, they have defiled hy 7 

casting down the dwelling place of thy name to the ground. 

;t. They said in their hearts, Let us ^ destroy them together : 8 
they have burned up all the synagogues of God in the land. 

We see not our signs: there is no more any prophet: neither 9 
is there among us any that knoweth how long. 

O God, how long shall the adversary reproach ? shall the 10 
enemy blaspheme thy name for ever ? 

Why withdrawest thou thy hand, even thy right hand ? pluck 11 
it out of thy bosom. 

For God is my King of old, working salvation in the midst 12 
of the earth. 

^ Thou didst ^ divide the sea by thy strength : thou brakest 13 
the heads of the ” dragons in the waters. 

Thou brakest the heads of leviathan in pieces, and gavest 14 
him to be meat to the people inhabiting the wilderness. 

® Thou didst cleave the fountain and the flood : p thou driedst 15 
• up ^ mighty rivers. 

The day is thine, the night also is thine : thou hast prepared 16 
the light and the sun. 

Thou hast set all the borders of the earth : thou hast ^made 17 
summer and winter. 

Remember this, that the enemy hath reproached, O Lord, is 
and that the foolish people have blasphemed thy name. 

O deliver not the soul of thy turtledove unto the multitude 19 
of the wicked : forget not the congregation of thy poor for ever. 

Have respect unto the covenant: for the dark places of the 20 
earth are full of the habitations of cruelty. 

O let not the oppressed return ashamed: let the poor and 21 
needy praise thy name. 

Arise, O God, plead thine own cause : remember how the 22 
foolish man reproacheth thee daily. 

Forget not the voice of thine enemies : the tumult of those 23 
that rise up against thee ® increaseth continually. 

PSALM LXXXIII. 

1 A complaint to God of the enemies' conspiracies, 9 A prayer against them that oppress 

the church, 

A Song or Psalm ^ of Asaph. 

Keep not thou silence, O God : hold not thy peace, and be i 
not still, O God. 


t Or, /or 
Asaph. 
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2 

3 

4 


5 

6 

7 

8 
9 
10 
11 
12 

13 

14 

15 

16 
17 
IS 


For, lo, thine enemies make a tumult: and they that hate AX. 588. 
thee have lifted up the head. 

They have taken crafty counsel against thy people, and con- 
sulted against thy hidden ones. 

They have said, Come, and let us cut them off from being a 
nation ; that the name of Israel may be no more in remem- 
brance. 

For they have consulted together with one ^consent: they ^ueb 
are confederate against thee : 

The tabernacles of Edom, and the Ishmaelites ; of Moab, 
and the Hagarenes ; 

Gebal, and Ammon, and Amalek; the Philistines with the 
inhabitants of Tyre ; 

Assur also is joined with them : * they have holpen the chil- 
dren of Lot. Selah. arm to the 

Do unto them as wito the ^ Midianites ; as ^ Sisera, as to 
Jabin, at the brook of Kison : 

Which perished at En-dor : they became as dung for the • 

earth. 

Make their nobles like ^Oreb, and like Zeeb: yea, all their vii. 
princes as ^ Zebah, and as Zalmunna : b Ldg. viii. 

Who said. Let us take to ourselves the houses of God in pos- ’ 
session. 

O my God, make them like a wheel ; as the stubble before 
the wind. 

As the fire burneth a wood, and as the flame setteth the 
mountains on fire ; 

So persecute them with thy tempest, and make them afraid 
with thy storm. 

Fill their faces with shame ; that they may seek thy name, O 
Lord. 

Let them be confounded and troubled for ever; yea, let them 
be put to shame, and perish : 

That men may know that thou, whose name alone is 
JEHOVAH, art the most high over all the earth. 


PSALM xciv. 

1 The propheti calling for justice, complaineth of tyranny and impiety. 8 He teacheth 
God^s providence. 12 He sheweth the blessedness of affliction. 16 God is the de- 
fender of the cfflicted. 

1 O Lord ®God, to whom vengeance belongeth; O God, to ^ 

whom vengeance belongeth, ^ shew thyself. d neb. shine 

2 Lift up thyself, thou judge of the earth: render a reward 
the proud. 

3 Lord, how long shall the wicked, how long shall the wicked 
triumph ? 

4 How long shall they utter and speak hard things ? and all the 
workers of iniquity boast themselves ? 
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A.c. 588. They break in pieces thy people, O Lord, and afflict thine 5 
heritage. 

They slay the widow and the stranger, and murder the 6 
fatherless. 

ePs.x.ii.is. e Yet they say, The Lord shall not see, neither shall the 7 
God of Jacob regard it 

Understand, ye brutish among the people: and ye fools, 8 
when will ye be wise ? 

Pn)v.xx.\*2. ^He that planted the ear, shall he not hear? he that formed 9 
the eye, shall he not see ? 

He that chastiseth the heathen, shall not he correct? he that 10 
teacheth man knowledge, shall not he know ? 
g I Cor. iii. 2 o. gThe Lord knoweth the thoughts of man, that they are ii 
vanity. 

Blessed is the man whom thou chastenest, O Lord, and 12 
teachest him out of thy law ; 

That thou mayest give him rest from the days of adversity, 13 
until the pit be digged for the wicked. 

For the Lord will not cast off his people, neither will he 14 
forsake his inheritance. 

But judgment shall return unto righteousness: and all the 15 
h Heb. shall upright in heart ^ shall follow it. 

Q after it. agalust tlic evildoers ? or who will 16 

stand up for me against the workers of iniquity ? 
i Ox, quickly. Uulcss the LoRD had been my help, my soul had ^almost 17 
dwelt in silence. 

When I said, My foot slippetli ; thy mercy, O Lord, held 18 
me up. 

In the multitude of my thoughts within me thy comforts 19 
delight my soul. 

Shall the throne of iniquity have fellowship with thee, which 20 
frameth mischief by a law ? 

They gather themselves together against the soul of the2l 
righteous, and condemn the innocent blood. 

But the Lord is my defence; and my God is the rock of 22 
iny refuge. 

And he shall bring upon them their own iniquity, and shall 23 
cut them off in their own wickedness; yea, the Lord our God 
shall cut them off. 


2 KINGS XXIV. VER. 17, TO THE END. 

kJer.xxxvii. And ^ the king of Babylon made Mattaniah his father’s brother king in his 17 
I Jer lii 1 changed his name to Zedekiah. ^ Zedekiah twenty and one years 18 

‘ old when he began to reign, and he reigned eleven years in Jerusalem. And his 
mother’s name was Hamutal, the daughter of Jeremiah of Libnah. And he did 19 
that which was evil in the sight of the Lord, according to all that Jehoiakim had 
done. For through the anger of the Lord it came to pass in Jerusalem and Judah, 2% 
until he had cast them out from his presence, that Zedekiah rebelled against the 
king of Babylon. 
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2 

4 


5 


G 

7 

8 
9 


3 


4 

5 

a 

7 

8 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 
19 


n Heb. spa/ie 
with him judg- 
ments. 

o Heb. with 
two brasen 
chains, or, 
fetters. 
p Or, chief 
marshal. 
q Heb. chief 
of the execu- 
tioners, or, 
slaughtermen. 
And so ver. 
10, 11, See. 
r Jer. lii. 6. 


JEREMIAH LII. VER. 4. 

And it came to pass in the ninth year of his reign, in the tenth month, in the ™ ^ 
tenth day of the month, that Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon came, he and all his ch^xxxix 1 
army, against Jerusalem, and pitched against it, and built forts against it round 
about. 

JEREMIAH XXXIX. VER. 2 & 4 — 9. 

eind in the eleventh year of Zedekiah, in the fourth month, the ninth day of the 
month, the city was broken up. 

And it came to pass, that when Zedekiah the king of Judah saw them, and all 
the men of war, then they fled, and went forth out of the city by night, by the way 
of the king’s garden, by the gate betwixt the two walls : and he went out the way 
of the plain. But the Chaldeans’ army pursued after them, and overtook Zedekiah 
in the plains of Jericho : and when they had taken him, they brought him up to 
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon to Riblah in the land of Hamath, where he "gave 
judgment upon him. Then the king of Babylon slew the sons of Zedekiah in 
Riblah before his eyes : also the king of Babylon slew all the nobles of Judah. 

Moreover he put out Zedekiah’s eyes, and bound him ^ with chains, to carry him 
to Babylon. 

And the Chaldeans burned the king’s house, and the houses of the people, with 
fire, and brake down the walls of Jerusalem. Then Nebuzar-adan the Pq captain 
of the guard carried away captive into Babylon the remnant of the people that re- 
mained in the city, and those that fell away, that fell to him, with the rest of the 
people that remained. 

2 KINGS XXV. VER. 3 21. 

And on the ninth day of the ^ fourth month the famine prevailed in the city, 
and there was no bread for the people of the land. 

And the city was broken up, and all the men of war fled by night by the way 
of the gate between two walls, which is by the king’s garden : (now the Chaldees 
were against the city round about :) and the king went the way toward the plain. 

And the army of the Chaldees pursued after the king, and overtook him in the 
plains of Jericho : and all his army was scattered from him. So they took the king, 
and brought him up to the king of Babylon to Riblah ; and they » gave judgment 
upon him. And they slew the sons of Zedekiah before his eyes, and t put out 
the eyes of Zedekiah, and bound him with fetters of brass, and carried him to 
Babylon. 

And in the fifth month, on the seventh day of the month, which is the nineteenth 
year of king Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, came Nebuzar-adan, "captain of 
the guard, a servant of the king of Babylon, unto Jerusalem : and he burnt the 
house of the Lord, and the king’s house, and all the houses of Jerusalem, and every 
great man^s house burnt he with fire. And all the army of the Chaldees, that were 
with the captain of the guard, brake down the walls of Jerusalem round about. 

Now the rest of the people that were left in the city, and the ^ fugitives that fell 
away to the king of Babylon, with the remnant of the multitude, did Nebuzar- 
adan the captain of the guard carry away. But the captain of the guard left of the 
poor of the land to he vinedressers and husbandmen. And y the pillars of brass that 
were in the house of the Lord, and the bases, and the brasen sea that was in the 
house of the Lord, did the Chaldees break in pieces, and carried the brass of them 
to Babylon. And the pots, and the shovels, and the snuffers, and the spoons, and 
all the vessels of brass wherewith they ministered, took they away. And the fire- 
pans, and the bowls, and such things as were of gold, in gold, and of silver, in silver, 
the captain of the guard took away. The two pillars, * one sea, and the bases which 
Solomon had made for the house of the Lord ; the brass of all these vessels was 
without weight, a- The height of the one pillar was eighteen cubits, and the 
chapiter upon it was brass : and the height of the chapiter three cubits ; and the 
wreathen work, and pomegranates upon the chapiter round about, all of brass: and 
like unto these had the second pillar with wreathen work. 

And the captain of the guard took Seraiah the chief priest, and Zephaniah the 
second priest, and the three keepers of the ^ door : and out of the city he took an 
^ officer that was set over the men of war, and five men of them that dyverc in the 
king’s presence, which were found in the city, and the ^principal scribe of the host. 


s Heb. spake 
judgment 
with him. 
t Heb. made 
blind. 

u Or, chief 
marshal. 


X Heb./a//c» 
away. 


y cb. XX. 17. 
Jer. xxvii.22. 


z Heb. the one 
sea. 

a 1 Kin. vii. 
15. Jer. lii.21. 
b Heb. thres- 
hold. 

c Or, exmuch. 
d Heb. saw 
the king' 8 face. 
e Or, scribe of 
the captain of 
the host. 
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A.C. 588. which mustered the people of the land, and threescore men of the people of the 

' * land that were found in the city ; and Nebuzar-adan captain of the guard took 20 

these, and brought them to the king of Babylon to Riblah : and the king of 21 
Babylon smote them, and slew them at Riblah in the land of Hamath. So 
Judah was carried away out of their land. 

§ 21. The Lamentations of Jeremiah over the Desolation of his 
Country^^, 

LAMENTATIONS I. 

1 The miserable estate of Jerusalem by reason of her sin. 12 She complaineth of her 
grief 18 and confesseth God' s judgments to be righteous. 

How doth the city sit solitary, that teas full of people ! how i 
is she become as a widow ! she that was great among the 

That Jeremiah was the author of the Elegies or Lamentations which bear his name, is evident, 
not only from a very ancient and almost uninterrupted tradition, but also from the argument and 
style of the book, which correspond exactly with those of his prophecies. 

Josephus, Jerome, Junius, Archbishop Usher, and other eminent writers, are of opinion that the 
Lamentations of Jeremiah were the same which are mentioned in 2 Chron. xxxv. 25. as being com- 
posed by the prophet on the death of the pious king Josiah, and which are there said to have been 
perpetuated by “ an ordinance in Israel.” But whatever may have become of those Lamentations, 
it is evident that these cannot possibly be the same ; for their whole tenor plainly shews that they 
were not composed till after the subversion of the kingdom of Judah. The calamities, which Jere- 
miah had foretold in his prophecies, are here deplored as having actually taken place, viz. the 
impositions of the false prophets who had seduced the people by their lying declarations, the 
destruction of the holy city and temple, the overthrow of the state, and the extermination of the 
people. But though it be allowed that the Lamentations were primarily intended as a pathetic 
description of present calamities, yet it has with great probability been cotyectured, that, while Jere- 
miah mourns the desolation of Judah and Jerusalem, he may be considered as prophetically painting 
the still greater miseries they were to suffer at some future time ; and this seems plainly indicated 
by his referring to the time when the punishment of their iniquity shall be accomplished, and they 
shall no more be carried into captivity, (iv. 22). * 

II. This book, which in our Bibles is divided into five chapters, consists of five distinct elegies ; 
viz. 

Elegy 1. The prophet begins with lamenting the sad reverse of fortune which his country had 
experienced, confessing at the same time that all her miseries were the just consequences of the 
national wickedness and rebellion against God. In the midst of his discourse, Jerusalem her- 
self is personified, and introduced to continue the complaint, and humbly to solicit the divine 
compassion. Jahn is of opinion, that, in this elegy, Jeremiah deplores the deportation of king 
Jehoiachin, and ten thousand of the principal Jews, to Babylon. Compare 2 Kings xxiv. 8 — 
17 . and 2 Chron. xxxvi. 9, 10. 

Elegy 2. Jeremiah pourtrays the dire effects of the divine anger in the subversion of the civil 
and religious constitution of the Jews, and in that extreme misery in which every class of 
individuals was involved. He represents the wretchedness of his country as unparalleled ; and 
charges the false prophets with having betrayed her into ruin by their false and flattering 
suggestions. In this forlorn and desolate condition, — the astonishment and by-word of all who 
see her, — Jerusalem is directed earnestly to implore the removal of those heavy judgments, 
which God, in the height of his displeasure, had inflicted upon her. Jahn thinks, that this elegy 
was composed on the storming of Jerusalem by the Babylonian army. 

Elegy 3. The prophet, by describing his own severe afflictions, and shewing his trust in the 
inexhaustible mercies of God, encourages his people to be patient and resigned under the divine 
chastisements, and to trust in the never-failing mercy of Jehovah. He asserts the divine 
supremacy in the dispensations of good and evil, and shews the unreasonableness of murmuring 
under them. He recommends self-examination and repentance; and, from their past experi- 
ence of former deliverances from God, he encourages them to look for pardon for their sins, and 
retribution to their enemies. 

Elegy 4. exhibits a striking contrast, in various affecting instances, between the present deplor- 
able and wretched condition of his country, and her former state of prosperity ; and ascribes 

* Bishop Tomline’s Elements of Christian Theology, vol. i. pp. 112, 113. 
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nations, and princess among the provinces, how is she become A.c. 588. 
tributary ! ' ' 

2 She ^ weepeth sore in the ^ night, and her tears are on her f Jer. xiii. J7. 
cheeks : among all her lovers she hath none to comfort her : all 

her friends have dealt treacherously with her, they are become 
her enemies. 

3 Judah is gone into captivity because of affliction, and ^ be- 
cause of great servitude : she dwelleth among the heathen, she 'x^^rvunde. 
findeth no rest : all her persecutors overtook her between the 
straits. 

4 The ways of Zion do mourn, because none come to the 
solemn feasts : all her gates are desolate : her priests sigh, her 
virgins are afflicted, and she is in bitterness. 

5 Her adversaries ^ are the chief, her enemies prosper ; for the 
Lord hath afflicted her for the multitude of her transgressions: 
her ^children are gone into captivity before the enemy. 

6 And from the daughter of Zion all her beauty is departed : 
her princes are become like harts that find no pasture, and they 
are gone without strength before the pursuer. 

7 Jerusalem remembered in the days of her affliction and of 
her miseries all her ^ pleasant things that she had in the days of 


the unhappy change chiefly to the profligacy of its priests and prophets. The national calamites 
are deeply and tenderly lamented, especially the captivity of their sovereign Zedekiah. This 
elegy concludes with predicting the judgments that were impending over the Edomites, who 
had insulted the Jews in their distress. 

Elegy 5. is an epilogue or conclusion to the preceding chapters or elegies. In the Syriac, Arabic, 
and Vulgate versions, this chapter is entitled the Prayer of Jeremiah ; but no such title 
appears in the Hebrew copies, or in the Septuagint version. It is rather, as Dr. Blayney has 
remarked, a memorial, representing, in the name of the whole body of Jewish exiles, the 
numerous calamities under which they groaned ; and humbly supplicating God to commiserate 
their wretchedness, and to restore them to his favour, and to their ancient prosperity. 

III. The Lamentations are evidently written in metre, and contain a number of plaintive effu- 
sions composed after the manner of funeral dirges. Bishop Lowth is of opinion, that they were 
originally written by the prophet, as they arose in his mind, in a long course of separate stanzas, and 
that they were subsequently collected into one poem. Each elegy consists of twenty-two periods, 
according to the number of letters in the Hebrew alphabet ; although it is in the four first 
chapters only that the several periods begin (after the manner of an acrostic) with the different 
letters following each other in alphabetical order. By this contrivance, the metre is more pre- 
cisely marked and ascertained, particularly in the third chapter, where each period contains 
three verses, all having the same initial letter. The two first chapters, in like manner, consist 
of triplets, excepting only the seventh period of the first and the nineteenth of the second, each of 
which has a supernumerary line. The fourth chapter resembles the three former in metre, but the 
periods are only couplets ; and in the fifth chapter the periods are couplets, though of a consider- 
ably shorter measure. 

Although there is no artificial or methodical arrangement of the subject in these incomparable 
elegies, yet they are totally free from wild incoherency or abrupt transition. Never, perhaps, 
was there a greater variety of beautiful, tender, and pathetic images, all expressive of the deepest 
distress and sorrow, more happily chosen and applied, than in the lamentations of this prophet ; 
nor can we too much admire the full and graceful flow of that pathetic eloquence, in which 
the author pours forth the effhsions of a patriot heart, and piously weeps over the ruin of his 
venerable country *. — Vide Horne’s Critical Introduction, from which this note is extracted. 


• Dr. Blayney’s Jeremiah, pp. 465, et seq. Bishop Lowth’s Lectures on Hebrew Poetry, lect. 
xxii. in fine. Jahn, Introd. ad Vet. Feed. pp. 416 — 417* Carpzov. Introd. ad Libros Biblicos, pars 
iii. cap. iv. pp. 177 — 197* 
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m Heb. it be’ 
come a remov- 
ing, or, wan- 
dering. 


n Or, desir- 
able. 


o Deut. xxiii 
3 . 


p Or, to make 
the soul to 
come again. 
q Or, It is 
nothing. 
r Heb. pass 
by the way. 


old, when her people fell into the hand of the enemy, and none 
did help her : the adversaries saw her, and did mock at her 
sabbaths. 

Jerusalem hath grievously sinned ; therefore she ^ is re- 8 
moved : all that honoured her despise her, because they have 
seen her nakedness : yea, she sigheth, and turneth backward. 

Her filthiness is in her skirts ; she remembereth not her last 9 
end ; therefore she came down wonderfully : she had no com- 
forter. O Lord, behold my affliction : for the enemy hath 
magnified himself. 

The adversary hath spread out his hand upon all her "plea- lo 
sant things : for she hath seen that the heathen entered into 
her sanctuary, whom thou didst command that ° they should not 
enter into thy congregation. 

All her people sigh, they seek bread ; they have given their 1 1 
pleasant things for meat p to relieve the soul: see, O Lord, and 
consider ; for I am become vile. 

^ Is it nothing to you, all ye that pass by ? behold, and see 12 
if there be any sorrow like unto my sorrow, which is done unto 
me, wherewith the Lord hath afflicted me in the day of his 
fierce anger. 

From above hath he sent fire into my bones, and it prevail- 13 
eth against them : he hath spread a net for my feet, he hath 
turned me back : he hath made me desolate and faint all the 


day. 

The yoke of my transgressions is bound by his hand: they 14 
are wreathed, and come up upon my neck : he hath made my 
strength to fall, the Lord hath delivered me into their hands, 
from whom I am not able to rise up. 

The Lord hath trodden under foot all my mighty men in 1.5 
the midst of me : he hath called an assembly against me to 
s Or, the crush my young men : the Lord hath trodden ® the virgin, the 
me^rgin%c. dai^htcr of Judah, as in a winepress. 

& xYv.n" ch.‘ these things I weep ; * mine eye, mine eye runneth 1 6 

u Heb brin water, because the comforter that should " relieve 

back. my soul is far from me : my children are desolate, because the 
enemy prevailed. 

Zion spreadeth forth her hands, and there is none to comfort 1 7 
her: the Lord hath commanded concerning Jacob, that his 
adversaries should he round about him : Jerusalem is as a men- 


struous woman among them. 

xDan.ix.7. ^he LoRD is * rightcous ; for I have rebelled against his is 
yHeb.ff»ott«. y commandment : hear, I pray you, all people, and behold my 
sorrow : my virgins and my young men are gone into cap- 
tivity. 

I called for my lovers, hut they deceived me : my priests and 19 
mine elders gave up the ghost in the city, while they sought 
their meat to relieve their souls. 
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20 Behold, O Loro ; for I am in distress : my * bowels are A.c. 588. 
troubled ; mine heart is turned within me ; for I have griev- z Is. xvi. 11. 
ously rebelled : abroad the sword bereaveth, at home there is as 
death. 

21 They have heard that I sigh : there is none to comfort me : 
all mine enemies have heard of my trouble ; they are glad that 
thou hast done it: thou wilt bring the day that thou hast 
^called, and they shall be like unto me. 

22 Let all their wickedness come before thee ; and do unto 
them, as thou hast done unto me for all my transgressions : for 
my sighs are many, and my heart is faint. 

LAMENTATIONS II. 

1 Jeremiah lamenteth the misery of Jerusalem. 20 He complaineth thereof to God. 

1 How hath the Lord covered the daughter of Zion with a 
cloud in his anger, and cast down from heaven unto the earth 
the beauty of Israel, and remembered not his footstool in the 
day of his anger ! 

2 The Lord hath swallowed up all the habitations of Jacob, 
and hath not pitied: he hath thrown down in his wrath the 
strong holds of the daugrhter of Judah ; he hath ^ brouijht them 

1 ® 1 Till if>iuuch 

down to the ground : he hath polluted the kingdom and the 
princes thereof. 

3 He hath cut off in his fierce anger all the horn of Israel : he 
hath drawn back his right hand from before the enemy, and he 
burned against Jacob like a flaming fire, ichich devouretli round 
about. 

4 He hath bent his bow like an enemy : he stood with his 
right hand as an adversary, and slew all that were pleasant to 

the eye in the tabernacle of the daughter of Zion : he poured the eye. 
out his fury like fire. 

5 The Lord was as an enemy : he hath swallowed up Israel, 
he hath swallowed up all her palaces : he hath destroyed his 
strong holds, and hath increased in the daughter of Judah 
mourning and lamentation. 

6 And he hath violently ^ taken away his ® tabernacle, as if it 

icere of a garden : he hath destroyed his places of the assembly : 4o. is. v. s. 
the Lord hath caused the solemn feasts and sabbaths to be 
forgotten in Zion, and hath despised in the indignation of his 
anger the king and the priest. 

7 The Lord hath cast off his altar, he hath abhorred his sanc- 
tuary, he hath ^given up into the hand of the enemy the walls ®^*****' 
of her palaces ; they have made a noise in the house of the 
Lord, as in the day of a solemn feast. 

8 The Lord hath purposed to destroy the wall of the daugh- 
ter of Zion : he hath stretched out a line, he hath not with- 
drawn his hand from » destroying : therefore he made the 
rampart and the wall to lament ; they languished together. 
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h Ps, lxxiv.9. 


i Or, faint. 


j Jer. ii. 8. & 
V. 31. &xiv. 
14. &xxiii.l6. 


k Ileb. by the 
way. 

1 Ps. xlviii. 2. 


HI Lev. xxvi. 
ir», &c. Deut. 
xxviii. 15, &c. 


n Jer xiv,l7. 
ch. i. 16. 


o Or, twad- 
dled with 
their hand!. 


Her ffates are sunk into the ground : he hath destroyed and 9 
broken ner bars : her king and her princes are among the Gen- 
tiles : the law is no more ; her ^ prophets also find no vision 
from the Lord. 

The elders of the daughter of Zion sit upon the ground, and 10 
keep silence : they have cast up dust upon their heads ; they 
have girded themselves with sackcloth: the virgins of Jerusa- 
lem hang down their heads to the ground. 

Mine eyes do fail with tears, my bowels are troubled, my 11 
liver is poured upon the earth, for the destruction of the daugh- 
ter of my people; because the children and the sucklings 
^ swoon in the streets of the city. 

They say to their mothers. Where is corn and wine ? when 12 
they swooned as the wounded in the streets of the city, when 
their soul was poured out into their mothers’ bosom. 

What thing shall I take to witness for thee ? what thing 13 
shall I liken to thee, O daughter of Jerusalem i what shall 1 
equal to thee, that I may comfort thee, O virgin daughter of 
Zion ? for thy breach is great like the sea : who can heal 
thee ? 

Thy j prophets have seen vain and foolish things for thee : 14 
and they have not discovered thine iniquity, to turn away thy 
captivity ; but have seen for thee false burdens and causes of 
banishment. 

All that pass ^by clap their hands at thee; they hiss and 15 
wag their head at the daughter of Jerusalem, saying^ Is this the 
city that men call ^ The perfection of beauty. The joy of the 
whole earth ? 

All thine enemies have opened their mouth against thee: 16 
they hiss and gnash the teeth : they say, We have swallowed 
her up : certainly this is the day that we looked for ; we have 
found, we have seen it. 

The Lord hath done that which he had "^devised ; he hath 17 
fulfilled his word that he had commanded in the days of old : 
he hath thrown down, and hath not pitied : and he hath caused 
thine enemy to rejoice over thee, he hath set up the horn of 
thine adversaries. 

Their heart cried unto the Lord, O wall of the daughter of is 
Zion, ^let tears run down like a river day and night: give thy- 
self no rest ; let not the apple of thine eye cease. 

Arise, crj^ out in the night : in the beginning of the watches 19 
pour out thine heart like water before the face of the Lord : 
lift up thy hands toward him for the life of thy young children, 
that faint for hunger in the top of every street. 

Behold, O Lord, and consider to whom thou hast done this. 20 
Shall the women eat their fruit, and children ° of a span long ? 
shall the priest and the prophet be slain in the sanctuary of the 
Lord? 
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21 The young and the old lie on the ground in the streets : my 588. 

virgins and rny young men are fallen by the sword; thou hast ^ 

slain them in tne day of thine anger ; thou hast killed, and not 

pitied. 

22 Thou hast called as in a solemn day my terrors round about, 
so that in the day of the Lord’s anger none escaped nor re- 
mained : those that I have swaddled and brought up hath mine 
enemy consumed. 

LAMENTATIONS III. 

I The faithful bewail their calamities. 22 By the mercies of God they nourish their 
hope. 87 They acknowledge God's justice. 55 They pray for deliver ance^ 64 and 
vengeance on their enemies. 

1 I ain the man that hath seen affliction by the rod of his 
wrath. 

2 He hath led me, and brought me into darkness, but not into 
liglit. 

3 Surely against me is he turned; he turneth his hand against 
me all the day. 

4 My flesh and my skin hath he made old; he hath broken 
my bones. 

5 He hath builded against me, and compassed me with gall 
and travel. 

0 He hath set me in dark places, as theg that he dead of old. 

7 He liath hedged me about, that I cannot get out : he hath 
made my chain heavy. 

8 Also when I cry and shout, he shuttetli out my prayer. 

9 He hath enclosed my ways with hewn stone, he hath made 
my paths crooked. 

10 He was unto me as a bear lying in wait, and as a lion in 
secret places. 

II He hath turned aside my ways, and pulled me in pieces: he 
hath made me desolate. 

12 He hath bent his bow, and set me as a mark for the arrow. 

13 He hath caused the p arrows of his quiver to enter into my pHeb.«o«». 
reiris. 

14 I was a ^derision to all my people; and their song all the ' 

day. 

15 He hath filled me with ^ bitterness, he hath made me drunken 
with wormwood. 

16 He hath also broken my teeth with gravel stones, he hath 

® covered me wdth ashes. m?ih7he''^ 

17 And thou hast removed mv soul far off from peace: I for- ashes. 

. f • . *' t Heb. good. 

gat ^ prosperity. ^ 

18 And I said. My strength and my hope is perished from the 
Lord : 

19 “Remembering mine affliction and my misery, the worm- 
wood and the gall. 
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A.c. 68a. My soul hath them still in remembrance, and is ^ humbled 20 

X Heb. bowed, m me. 


y Heb. make 
to return to 
my heart. 


2 . Ps. xvi. 5. 
& Ixxiii. 26. 
& cxix. 57. 
Jer. X. 16. 


a Heb. from 
his heart. 


b Or, a siipe- 
lior. 

c Or, seeth not. 
(1 Ps.xxxiii 9. 


e Amos iii. 6. 


f Or, mur- 
mur. 


g 1 Cor. iv. 18 


This I y recall to my mind, therefore have I hope. 21 

It is of the Lord’s mercies that we are not consumed, be- 22 
cause his compassions fail not. 

They are new every morning : great is thy faithfulness. 23 

The Lord is my * portion, saith my soul ; therefore will 1 24 
hope in him. 

The Lord is good unto them that wait for him, to the soul 25 
that seeketh him. 

It is good that a man should both hope and quietly wait for 26 
the salvation of the Lord. 

It is ^ood for a man that he bear the yoke in his youth. 27 

He sitteth alone and keepetli silence, because he hath borne 28 
it upon him. 

He putteth his mouth in the dust; if so be there may be 29 
hope. 

He giveth his cheek to him that smiteth him ; he is filled 30 
full with reproach. 

For the Lord will not cast off for ever : 31 

But though he cause grief, yet will he have compassion 32 
according to the multitude of his mercies. 

For he doth not afflict ^willingly nor grieve the children of 33 
men. 

To crush under his feet all the prisoners of the earth, 34 

To turn aside the right of a man before the face of ^ the 35 
most High, 

To suWert a man in his cause, the Lord ^approveth not. 36 

Who is he that saith, and it cometh to pass, when the Lord 37 
commaiideth it not ? 

Out of the mouth of the most High proceedeth not ® evil 38 
and good ? 

Wherefore doth a living man ^complain, a man for the punish- 39 
ment of his sins? 

Let us search and try our ways, and turn again to the 40 
Lord, 

Let us lift up our heart with our hands unto God in the 41 
heavens. 

We have transgressed and have rebelled : thou hast not par- 42 
doned. 

Thou hast covered with anger, and persecuted us ; thou hast 43 
slain, thou hast not pitied. 

Thou hast covered thyself with a cloud, that our prayer 44 
should not pass through. 

Thou hast made us as the ^offscouring and refuse in the midst 45 
of the people. 

All our enemies have opened their mouths against us. 46 
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47 ** Fear and a snare is come upon us, desolation and destruc- a.c. 588. 

tion. ^ h Is. xxiv.l7. 

48 Mine eye runneth down with rivers of water for the destruc- 
tion of the daughter of my people. 

49 Mine eye tnckleth down, and ceaseth not, without any inter- 
mission, 

50 Till the Lord look down, and behold from heaven. 

51 Mine eye affecteth ^ mine heart ^because of all the daughters i Heb. my 

of my city. ^ k Or, more 

52 Mine enemies chased me sore, like a bird, without cause. 

53 They have cut off my life in the dungeon, and cast a stone 
upon me. 

54 Waters flowed over mine head ; then I said, I am cut oflF. 

55 I called upon thy name, O Lord, out of the low dungeon. 

56 Thou hast heard my voice : hide not thine ear at my breath- 
ing, at my cry. 

57 Thou drewest near in the day that I called upon thee ; thou 
saidst. Fear not. 

58 O Lord, thou hast pleaded the causes of my soul; thou hast 
redeemed my life. 

59 O Lord, thou hast seen my wrong : judge thou my cause. 

60 Thou hast seen all their vengeance and all their imaginations 
against me. 

61 Thou hast heard their reproach, O Lord, and all their ima- 
ginations against me ; 

62 The lips of those that rose up against me, and their device 
against me all the day, 

63 Behold their sitting down, and their rising up ; I am their 
musick. 

64 Render unto them a recompence, O Lord, according to the 
work of their hands. 

65 Give them ^ sorrow of heart, thy curse unto them. ^ or, n^tina- 

66 Persecute and destroy them 111 anger from under the ™ hea- mPs. viii. 3 . 
vens of the Lord. 


LAMENTATIONS IV. 

1 Zion hewaileth her pitiful estate. 13 She confesseth her sins. 21 Edom is threatened. 

22 Zion is comforted. 

1 How is the gold become dim ! how is the most fine gold 
changed ! the stones of the sanctuary are poured out in the top 
of every street. 

2 The precious sons of Zion, comparable to fine gold, how are 
they esteemed as earthen pitchers, the work of the hands of 
the^otter ! 

3 Even the " sea monsters draw out the breast, they give suck 
to their young ones : the daughter of my people is become cruel, 
like the ostriches in the wilderness. 

4 The tongue of the sucking child cleaveth to the roof of his 

K k 2 
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A C. 688. mouth for thirst : the young children ask bread, and no man 
breaketh it unto them. 

They that did feed delicately are desolate in the streets : 5 
they that were brought up in scarlet embrace dunghills. 
oOx, iniquity. For the punishmcnt of the iniquity of the daughter of my 6 

people is greater than the punishment of the sin of Sodom, 
p Gen. xii. p overthrown as in a moment, and no hands stayed on 

her. 

Her Nazarites were purer than snow, they were whiter than 7 
milk, they were more ruddy in body than rubies, their polish- 
ing was of sapphire : 

Their visage is ^ blacker than a coal ; they are not known in 8 
nets, the streets : tneir skin cleaveth to their bones ; it is withered, it 
is become like a stick. 

They that be slain with the sword are better than they that be 9 
slain with hunger : for these ^ pine away, stricken through for 
want of the fruits of the field. 

The hands of the pitiful women have sodden their own chil- 10 
xxvm^’sr. dren : they were their® meat in the destruction of the daugh- 
2 Kiu. Vi. 29. Qf people. 

The Loud hath accomplished his fury ; he hath poured out 11 
his fierce anger, and hath kindled a fire in Zion, and it hath 
devoured the foundations thereof. 


The kings of the earth, and all the inhabitants of the world, 12 
would not have believed that the adversary and the enemy 
should have entered into the gates of Jerusalem. 

21* ^ prophets, and the iniquities of her priests, 13 

that have shed the blood of the just in the midst of her, 

They have wandered as blind men in the streets, they have 14 
^ Ox, in that polluted themselves with blood, so that men could not touch 
hut touch. their garments. 

They cried unto them, Depart ye; ^it is unclean; depart, 15 
depart, touch not : when they fled away and wandered, they 
said among the heathen. They shall no more sojourn there, 
y Ox, face. y ^ngcr of the Lord hath divided them ; he will no more 16 

regard them : they respected not the persons of the priests, they 
favoured not the elders. 


As for us, our eyes as yet failed for our vain help : in our 17 
watching we have watched for a nation that could not save us. 
They hunt our steps, that we cannot go in our streets : our 18 
end is near, our days are fulfilled ; for our end is come. 

Our persecutors are swifter than the eagles of the heaven ; 19 
they pursued us upon the mountains, they laid wait for us in the 
wilderness. 


The ^breath of our nostrils, the anointed of the Lord, was 20 
taken in their pits, of whom we said, Under his shadow we shall 
live among the heathen. 

Rejoice and be glad, O daughter of Edom, that dwellest in 21 
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the land of Uz ; the cup also shall pass through unto thee : A.c. 583. 
thou shalt be drunken, and shalt make thyself naked. ' ^ 

22 * The punishment of thine iniquity is accomplished, O daugh- 

ter of Zion ; he will no more carry thee away into captivity : 
lie will visit thine iniquity, O daughter of Edom ; he will ^ dis- 
cover thy sins. for lUy uvu. 

LAMENTATIONS V. 

A pitiful complaint of Zion in prayer unto God. 

1 Remember, O Lord, what is come upon us : consider, and 
behold our reproacli. 

2 Our inheritance is turned to strangers, our houses to aliens. 

3 We are orphans and fatherless, our mothers are as widows. 

4 We have drunken our water for money; our wood is sold ® 

fur jjrice. 

unto us. 

5 ^ Our necks are under persecution : we labour, and have no dHeb.oMour 

• necks are we 

rest. penrculed. 

6 We have given the hand the Egyptians, and to the Assy- 
rians, to be satisfied with bread. 

7 ® Our fathers have sinned, and are not ; and we hav^e borne 

their iniquities. xv'm. 2 . 

8 Servants have ruled over us : there is none that doth deliver 
ns out of their hand. 

9 We gat our bread with the peril of our lives because of the 
sword of the wilderness. 

10 Our ^ skin was black like an oven because of the ® terrible 

famine. gOr, terrors, 

11 They ravished the women in Zion, and the maids in the 
cities of Judah. 

12 Princes are hanged up by their hand : the faces of elders 
were not honoured. 

13 They took the young men to grind, and the children fell 
under the wood. 

14 The elders have ceased from the gate, the young men from 
their musick. 

15 The joy of our heart is ceased; our dance is turned into 
mourning. 

16 ^ The crown is fallen from our head : woe unto us, that w’e ^ 

have sinned ! head is fallen. 

17 For this our heart is faint ; for these things our eyes are 
dim. 

18 Because of the mountain of Zion, 'which is desolate, the foxes 
walk upon it. 

19 Thou, O Lord, * remainest for ever ; thy throne from gene- 

ration to generation. cu.i 2 .&cxiv. 

20 Wherefore dost thou forget us for ever, and forsake us *^so i^heb./or 

long time ? length of days t 
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A.c. 588 , ^Turn thou us unto thee, O Lord, and we shall be turned; 21 
1' jer. ixxi. renew our days as of old. 

m'oT,Forwut “ But thou hast Utterly rejected us; thou art very wroth 22 

thou utterly affaiDSt US. 
reject lu ? o 

PART 11. 

Events at Babylon^ between the Commencement of the Captivity and 
the Destruction of the temple, 

§ 1. Condition of Daniel and his Companions at Babylon. 

DANIEL 1. VER. 8, TO THE END. 

506. But Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not defile 8 
himself with the portion of the king’s meat, nor with the wine 
which he drank : therefore he requested of the prince of the 
eunuchs that he might not defile himself. Now God had 9 
brought Daniel into favour and tender love with the prince of 
the eunuchs. And the prince of the eunuchs said unto Dan- 10 
iel, I fear my lord the king, who hath appointed your meat 
aHeb.aatWer. and your drink : for why should he see your faces ^ worse lik- 
b Or, <erm, or, ing than the children which are of your ^ sort ? then shall ye 
continuance, endanger my head to the king. Then said Daniel to 11 

c Or, the c Melzar, whom the prince of the eunuchs had set over Daniel, 

^ Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, prove thy servants, I beseech 12 

1^8^ thee, ten d^s ; and let them give us ^ pulse ® to eat, and water 

eUeh.that to drink. Then let our countenances be looked upon before 13 
we^mayeat, counteiiance of the children that eat of the por- 

tion of the king’s meat : and as thou seest, deal with thy ser- 
vants. So he consented to them in this matter, and proved 14 
them ten days. And at the end of ten days their countenances 15 
appeared fairer and fatter in flesh than all the children which did 
eat the portion of the king’s meat. Thus Melzar took away 16 
the portion of their meat, and the wine that they should drink ; 
and gave them pulse. 

As for these four children, God gave them knowledge and 17 
in all learning and wisdom: and ^ Daniel had understand- 
itand. ing in all visions and dreams. Now at the end of the days I 8 
that the king had said he should bring them in, then the prince 
of the eunuchs brought them in before Nebuchadnezzar. 
gHeb lets them ; and among them all was 19 

dom of under- found none like Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah: there- 
^^Hved to Stood they before the king. And in all matters of « wis- 20 

see that gio- dom and understanding, that the king enquired of them, he 
the^retu!^ of found them ten times better than all the magicians and astrolo- 
hii people gers that were in all his realm. And Daniel continued even2\ 
bvionian cap- unto the first year 01 king Gyrus. 

tivity, though ^ n J 

he did not die 
then. So till is 
used, Ps. cx. 

1. & cxii. 8. 
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§ 2. Commission of Ezekiel 

EZEKIEL I. 

1 The time of EzekieV s prophecy at Chehar. 4 His vision of four cherubimsy 16 of the 
four wheels, 26 and of the glory of God. 

1 Now it came to pass in the thirtieth year, in the fourth months 
in the fifth day of the month, as I wa.^ among the * captives by 

We have now come to the prophecies of Ezekiel, which were addressed to the captives at 
Babylon, before and after the captivity of Zedekiah, and the destruction of the temple. They must 
therefore have been delivered at the same time, and against the same crimes, against which Jeremiah 
was denouncing the judgments of God at Jerusalem. Both prophets predicted the same events — 
promised to the faithful the same consolations, and threatened the disobedient and idolatrous among 
their countrymen with the same punishments. Both prophets united in denunciations against the 
false prophets, and in anticipations of the ultimate restoration of the Jews from the Babylonish cap- 
tivity. The communication between Babylon and Jerusalem, though very limited on account of 
their great distance, and the inconveniences of travelling, remained still open ; and must have 
afforded the Jews occasional opportunities of learning the fate of their captive brethren. It must 
have informed them of the predictions of Ezekiel in Chaldea, and of the striking similarity and con- 
nexion which existed between them, and those they had received from their own inspired teacher. 
The distance that separated these two prophets must have precluded all idea of connivance, and 
rendered it impossible for any communication to have taken place between them. The believing 
part of the Jews therefore, both at Jerusalem and Babylon, must in the course of some months have 
been made acquainted with the separate prophecies of these two inspired persons; and within a few 
years they actually witnessed the fulfilment of them, in the desolation of eludah, and the captivity of 
their brethren. Such w'ere the irresistible appeals that God made to the Jews, to convince them 
that his Providence still watched over them, and directed all things for the welfare of his visible 
church. 

Thus in the fourth year of Zedekiah, Jeremiah (Jerem. xxvii. ver. 19 to the end,) declared to the 
people at Jerusalem, at a time when there was no war between the king of Judea and the king of 
Babylon, that Nebuchadnezzar should carry to Babylon the brazen pillars, and the residue of the 
vessels of the temple, w'hich he had previously spared in the capture of the city, when Jehoiachin 
had been taken ; and he further adds, that they should not be melted down nor destroyed, but pre- 
served at Babylon till their captivity terminated. At the time this prediction was delivered, there 
appeared no probability of its accomplishment : and the prophecy must have been well known to all 
the inhabitants of Jerusalem. 

In this year Seraiah went to Babylon, (Jer. li. 59.) and Jeremiah commissioned him to take the 
prophecy he had lately written against Babylon : to read it there, and then to cast it into the 
Euphrates. Of the precise time of the year in which Seraiah went we are not informed in the very 
brief narrative of Scripture; but as the distance w'as great, it is not probable they could be less than 
some months in their journey. If they arrived at Babylon about the end of the fourth, or the be- 
ginning of the fifth year of Zedekiah, which was the same as the fifth of Jehoiachin’s captivity, they 
would receive in that city a confirmation and explanation of the predictions of Jeremiah, by a pro- 
phecy of Ezekiel delivered to the captives before their arrival ; when it was evidently impossible that 
any communication could have taken place between the tw’o prophets. Jeremiah predicted that the 
vessels of the temple should be taken; Ezekiel (chap, iv.) predicted the manner in which this pro- 
phecy should be accomplished, by the siege and capture of Jerusalem. 

In additional confirmation of the supposition that Ezekiel could not have known of this prophecy 
of Jeremiah when he delivered his own prediction of the last capture of Jerusalem by Nebuchad- 
nezzar, it must be remembered that Ezekiel was among the captives by the river Chebar, and not at 
Babylon ; whither we may naturally suppose the embassy would have immediately proceeded. 

In Jeremiah xxxvii. 17. we read that Jeremiah prophesied to Zedekiah himself that he should be 
delivered into the hands of the king of Babylon, Prior to the date of this prediction, Ezekiel had 
foretold to the captives in Chaldea the same thing, (chap. xii. 13.) Yet we have no proof that the 
former had ever heard of the prediction of the latter. 

The most undeniable and conclusive proof, however, of this singular and simultaneous coincidence 
between the two prophets, is to be found in their predictions against Egypt for its treachery and 
iniquities. Ezekiel, immediately before Zedekiah was made prisoner, uttered in Chaldea that cele- 
brated prediction contained in chap. xxx. ver. 20, to the end ; in which he assures the people that 
the king of Egypt should be subdued by the king of Babylon. In chap. xxxi. the same prediction 
is repeated, and it was delivered only one month before Jerusalem was taken. Compare with these 


A.C. 595. 


a Heb. capti- 
vity. 
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the river of Chebar, that the heavens were opened, and I saw 
visions of God In the fifth day of the month, which was the 2 
fifth year of king Jehoiachin’s captivity, the word of the Lord 3 
came expressly unto ^ Ezekiel the priest, the son of Buzi, in 
land of the Chaldeans by the river Chebar ; and the hand of 
the Lord was there upon him. 

And I looked, and, behold, a whirlwind came out of the 4 

two chapters of Ezekiel Jer. xliii. ver. 8, to the end, chap. xlvi. 13, to the end. On the captivity of 
Zedekiah, Jeremiah was taken hy Nebuzaradan, who treated him with much respect, and permitted 
him to return to his own home, under the government of Gedaliali. Soon after, however, Gedaliah 
having been murdered by Ishmael, and the chief of the remaining Jews escaping into Egypt for fear 
of the Chaldeans, Jeremiah was compelled to go with them, and it was on his arrival in this country, 
that he uttered the prophecies against Egypt. 

Ezekiel, whose name imports ‘ the strength of God,’ was the son of Buzi, of the sacerdotal race, and 
one of the captives carried by Nebuchadnezzar to Babylon, with Jehoiachin king of Judah : it does 
not appear that he had prophesied before he came into Mesopotamia. The principal scene of his 
predictions was some place on the river Chebar, which flows into the Euphrates, about two hundred 
miles to the north of Babylon, where the prophet resided; though he was, occasionally, conveyed in 
vision to Jerusalem. He commenced his prophetic ministry in the thirtieth year of his age, according 
to general accounts : or rather, as Calmet thinks, in the thirtieth year after the covenant was renewed 
with God in the reign of Josiah, which answers to the fifth year of Ezekiel’s and Jehoiachin's cap- 
tiviiy, (Ezek. i. 1. xl. 1 ) the a?ra whence he dates his predictions ; and he continued to prophesy 
about twenty or twenty -one years. 7'he events of his life, after his call to the prophetic office, are 
interwoven with the detail which he has himself given of his predictions: but the manner of its 
termination is no where ascertained. 

In the following arratjgement of Ezekiel, Archbishop Newcome’s disposition of the several pro- 
phecies, and divisions of the chapters, are observed. The prophet being extremely careful through- 
out in dating each prophecy, the place is usually assigned by internal evidence ; and there is little 
or no difficulty in arranging each prophetical discourse in its historical and chronological order. 
For the sake of clearness in apprehending the history of this period, I have inserted -the events 
which took place in Babylon, in a separate Part from those which occurred at the same time 
in Judea. — Vide Gray’s Key; Horne; Calmet; the Commentators Introduction to Ezekiel; 
Arclih. Newcome. 

Chronologers and commentators have been much divided as to the thirtieth year, mentioned in 
ver, 1. of this chapter. Usher, Prideaux, Lowth, and Lightfoot, reckon the thirty years here spoken 
of, as well as the forty days or years, (chap. iv. ver. 6.) from the covenant made by Josiah in the 
eighteenth year of his reign. .According to which computation, this thirtieth year will be 595, B. C. 
Others suppose it to be the thirtieth year of Ezekiel’s age. The divine instructions were first re- 
vealed to him in a glorious vision, “ the appearance of the likeness of the glory of the Lord,” attended 
by his cherubims symbolically pourtrayed, “ The word of the Lord came expressly” unto him, and 
he received his communication by a voice, which w'as followed by a forcible influence of the Spirit, 
and by awful directions for his conduct, (chap. i. ii. iii to ver. 22.) 

Many of these directions were figurative and communicated in vision, and were given by way of 
Mietaphorical instruction; for when Ezekiel is commanded to “eat the roll of prophecy,” we under- 
stand that he is enjoined only to receive, and thoroughly to digest its contents ; and when he pro- 
fesses to have complied w ith the command, we perceive that he speaks only of a transaction in vision. 
With respect to some other relations of this nature contained in Ezekiel’s book, whether we sup- 
pose them to be descriptive of real or imaginary events, they are very reconcilable with the divine 
intention in tVie employment of the prophet. On a supposition that they were real, we may reason- 
ably suppose a miraculous assistance to have been afforded him when necessary ; and if we consider 
them as imaginary, they might be represented equally as emblematical forewarnings revealed to the 
prophet. — Gray’s Key, p. 3^. 

Few subjects have occasioned so much discussion as the cherubim, which are so repeatedly 
spoken of in the Old Testament. The first time we read of the cherubim is in Genesis — “God 
placed at the east of the garden of Eden cherubim and a flaming sword.” It is generally supposed 
that the words translated a flaming sword, signify more properly a bright flame of waving fire. That 
this appearance was permanent at the gate of Paradise, and that it was the same glory of the Lord, 
or the Shechinah, which afterward appeared to Moses. Under the Levitical economy, the cherubic 
symbols and the burning flame were united, both in the tabernacle, and in the temple. The cheru- 
bim appear to have been considered as emblems of the visible church, and the burning flame as the 
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north, a great cloud, and a fire ® infolding itself, and a bright- A.c. 595. 
ness was about it, and out of the midst thereof as the colour of 

5 amber, out of the midst of the fire. Also out of the midst 
thereof came the likeness of four living creatures. And this 

6 was their appearance ; they had the likeness of a man. And 

7 every one had four faces, and every one had four wings. And 
their feet were ^ straight feet ; the sole of their feet was like ^ Heh a 
the sole of a calf’s foot: and they sparkled like the colour 

8 burnished brass. And the^ had the hands of a man under their 
wings on their four sides ; and they four had their faces and 

9 their wings. Their wings icere joined one to another ; they 
turned not when they went ; they went every one straight for- 

10 ward. As for the likeness of their faces, they four had the 
face of a man, and the face of a lion, on the right side : and 
they four had the face of an ox on the left side ; they four also 

11 had the face of an eagle. Thus wre their faces: and their 
wings ® stretched upward; two icings of every one 

12 joined one to another, and two covered their bodies. And they 
went every one straight forward: whither the spirit was to go, 

13 they went; and they turned not when they went. As for the 
likeness of the living creatures, their appearance was like burn- 
ing coals of fire, and like the appearance of lamps : it went 
up and dow n among the living creatures ; and the fire w^as 

14 bright, and out of the fire went forth lightning. And the 
living creatures ran and returned as the appearance of a flash 
of lightning. 

15 Now as I beheld the living creatures, behold one wheel 
upon the earth by the living creatures, with his four faces. 

IG "^Idie appearance of the w heels and their work was like unto the 
colour of a beryl : and they four had one likeness : and their 
appearance and their work ?mA as it w ere a wdieel in the middle 

17 of a wdieel. When they w ent, they went upon their four sides : 

18 and they turned not w hen they went. As for their rings, they 
were so high that they were dreadful; and their ^ rings ?ccre 

19 full of eyes round about them four. And when the living crea- 
tures went, the wdieels went by them : and when the living 
creatures were lifted up from tlie earth, the wheels were lifted 

symbol of the divine presence. The time had now arrived when the visible church was to be 
removed from the Holy Land, and established among the faithful worshippers of Jehovah, who were 
taken captives to Babylon. This removal is denoted in the vision by the appearance of the cherubim, 
of the glory of the Lord, and of the angel Jehovah, or the form of the man, the head and protector 
of the visible church, to the prophet Ezekiel. He receives his commission as prophet from the angel 
Jehovah, speaking out of the midst of a burning flame. Ezekiel recognised in the appearance of a 
man, speaking from between the cherubim, and from the midst of the flame, the same mysterious 
and Divine Being who was well known to have formerly appeared to the patriarchs, to Abraham, 
Isaac, Jacob, and Moses. He fell upon his face, as St. Paul and St. John afterwards did, when the 
same Almighty Being manifested himself, on the road to Damascus, and in the Island of Patmos, 
Ezekiel fell dowm before him, as all mankind will fall, when the same angel Jehovah, of the Patri- 
archal and Levitical church, the Messiah of the Christian church, shall descend to judgment; when 
he shall again appear, not as a friendless, insulted, and crucified man, but in the glory of his god- 
head, which he had with the Father before the world was. (John xvii. 5.) 
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A.c. 595. up. Whithersoever the spirit was to go, they went, thither 20 
' ' was their spirit to go ; and the wheels were lifted up over 

g Or, of life, against them : for the spirit »of the living creature was in the 
wneels. When those went, these went ; and when those stood, 21 
these stood ; and when those were lifted up from the eartli, the 
h Or, of life, wheels were lifted up over against them : for the spirit ^ of the 

living creature was in the wheels. And the likeness of the fir- 22 
mament upon the heads of the living creature was as the colour 
of the terrible crystal, stretched forth over their heads above. 
And under the firmament were their wings straight, the one 23 
toward the other : every one had two, which covered on this 
side, and every one had two, which covered on that side, their 
bodies. And when they went, I heard the noise of their wings, 24 
like the noise of great waters, as the voice of the Almighty, 
the voice of speech, as the noise of an host : when they stood, 
they let down their wdngs. And there was a voice from the 25 
firmament that was over their heads, when they stood, and had 
let down their wings. 

And above the firmament that was over their heads was the 26 
likeness of a throne, as the appearance of a sapphire stone : 
and upon the likeness of the throne was the likeness as the 
appearance of a man above upon it. And I saw as the colour 27 
of amber, as the appearance of fire round about within it, from 
the appearance of his loins even upward, and from the appear- 
ance of his loins even downward, I saw as it were the appear- 
ance of fire, and it had brightness round about. As the ap- 28 
pearance of the bow that is in the cloud in the day of rain, so 
teas the appearance of the brightness round about. This was 
the appearance of the likeness of the glory of the Lord. And 
when I saw it^ 1 fell upon my face, and I heard a voice of one 
that spake. 


EZEKIEL II. 

1 Ezekiers commission, 6 His instruction. 9 The roll of his heavy prophecy. 

And he said unto me, Son of man, stand upon thy feet, and i 
I will speak unto thee. And the spirit entered into me when 2 
he spake unto me, and set me upon my feet, that I heard him 
that spake unto me. And he said unto me. Son of man, I 3 
iiieb.na- send thec to the children of Israel, to a rebellious ^nation that 
hath rebelled against me : they and their fathers have trans- 
gressed against me, even unto this very day. For they are 4 
^ ^impudent children and stilFhearted. I do send thee unto 
them ; and thou shalt say unto them. Thus saith the Lord God. 
And they, whether they will hear, or whether they will for- 5 
bear, (for they are a rebellious house,) yet shall know that 
there hath been a prophet among them. 

And thou, son of man, be not afraid of them, neither be 6 
1 Or, reuu. afraid of their words, though ^ briers and thorns he with thee, 
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and thou dost dwell among scorpions : be not afraid of their A.c. 695. 
words, nor be dismayed at their looks, though they he a rebel- ^ ^ 

7liou8 house. And thou shalt speak my words unto them, 
whether they will hear, or whether they will forbear : for they 

8 are ™ most rebellious. But thou, son of man, hear what I say m Heb. rebel- 
unto thee ; Be not thou rebellious like that rebellious house : 

open thy mouth, and “ eat that I give thee. n Rev. x. 9 . 

9 And when I looked, behold, an hand was sent unto me ; 

10 and, lo, a roll of a book was therein ; and he spread it before 

me : and it was written within and without : and there was 
written therein lamentations, and mourning, and woe. 

EZEKIEL III. VER. 1 21. 

1 Moreover he said unto me. Son of man, eat that thou findest 5 

2 eat this roll, and go speak unto the house of Israel. So I 

3 opened my mouth, and he caused me to eat that roll. And he 
said unto me, Son of man, cause thy belly to eat, and fill thy 
bowels with this roil that I give thee. Then did I eat it ; oRev. x. 9. 
and it was in my mouth as honey for sweetness. 

4 And he said unto me. Son of man, go, get thee unto the 

5 house of Israel, and speak with my words unto them. For 

thou art not sent to a people p of a strange speech and of an v^h.deepoj 

6 hard language, hut to the house of Israel ; not to many people ^oftorlfueT^ 
^of a strange speech and of an hard language, whose words 

thou canst not understand. ^ Surely, had I sent thee to tliem, 

7 they would have hearkened unto thee. But the house of To7,jTihad 
Israel will not hearken unto thee ; for they will not hearken ZoVidUie^not 
unto me : for all the house of Israel are ® impudent and hard- 

8 hearted. Behold, I have made thy face strong against their s Heb. 

9 faces, and thy forehead strong against their foreheads. As an {a7d o/lear^. 
adamant harder than flint have I made thy forehead : ^ fear t jer. i. 8 . 
them not, neither be dismayed at their looks, though they he a 

10 rebellious house. Moreover he said unto me. Son of man, all 
my words that I shall speak unto thee receive in thine heart, 

1 1 and hear with thine ears. And go, get thee to them of the 
captivity, unto the children of thy people, and, speak unto 
them, and tell them, Thus saith the Lord God ; whether they 

12 will hear, or whether they will forbear. Then the spirit took 
me up, and I heard behind me a voice of a great rushing, say- 

13 ing^ Blessed he the glory of the Lord from his place. 1 heard 
also the noise of the wings of the living creatures that touched 
one another, and the noise of the wheels over against them, 

14 and a noise of a great rushing. So the spirit lifted me up, and 

took me away, and I went ^ in bitterness, in the ^heat of my vHeb.6i7<,rr 
spirit ; but the hand of the Lord was strong upon me. anga-, 

15 Then I came to them of the captivity at Tel-abib, that dwelt 
by the river of Chebar, and I sat where they sat, and remained 

16 there astonished among them seven days. And it came to pass 
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A.c. 595. at the end of seven days, that the word of the Lord came unto 
ych. xxxiii. me, Saying, y Son of man, I have made thee a watchman unto 17 
^ . the house of Israel : therefore hear the word at my mouth, and 

give them warning from me. When I say unto the wicked, 18 
Thou shalt surely die ; and thou givest him not warning, nor 
speakest to warn the wicked from his wicked way, to save 
his life ; the same wicked man shall die in his iniquity ; but 
his blood will I require at thine hand. Yet if thou warn the 19 
wicked, and he turn not from his wickedness, nor from his 
wicked way, he shall die in his iniquity ; but thou hast de- 
zch.xviii.24. livered thy soul. Again, When a ^righteous man doth turn 20 
a iieb. right- from his ® righteousness, and commit iniquity, and I lay a 
stumblingblock before him, he shall die : because thou hast not 
given him warning, he shall die in his sin, and his righteous- 
ness which he hath done shall not be remembered ; but his 
blood will I require at thine hand. Nevertheless if thou warn 21 
the righteous man^ that the righteous sin not, and he doth not 
sin, he shall surely live, because he is warned ; also thou hast 
delivered thy soul. 

$ 3. Prophecy of the Miseries and Destruction of Jerusalem. 

EZKKIEL III. VEll. 22, TO THE END. 

And the hand of the Lord was there upon me; and he said 22 
unto me. Arise, go forth into the plain, and I will there talk 
with thee. Then I arose, and went forth into the plain : and, 23 
behold, the glory of the Lord stood there, as the glory which 
adi. i. 1 . J l^y river of Chebar : and I fell on my face. Then 24 
the spirit entered into me, and set me upon my feet, and spake 
with me, and said unto me, Go, shut thyself within thine house. 
But thou, O son of man, behold, they shall put bands upon 25 
thee, and shall hind thee with them, and thou shalt not go out 
among them : and I will make thy tongue cleave to the roof of 26 
thy mouth, that thou shalt be dumb, and shalt not be to them 
reprover: for they are a rebellious house. But when 1 27 
speak with thee, I will open thy mouth, and thou shalt say unto 
them. Thus saith the Lord God ; He that heareth, let him hear; 
and he that forbeareth, let him forbear : for they are a rebellious 
house. 

EZEKIEL IV 

1 Under the type of a siege is shewed the time from the defection of Jeroboam to the cap- 
tivity. 9 By the provision of the siege^ is shewed the hardness of the famine. 

Thou also, son of man, take thee a tile, and lay it before 1 
thee, and pourtray upon it the city, even Jerusalem : and lay 2 

35 Bishop Warburton has some curious observations on the emblematical mode of teaching by 
the use of types, an instance of which we read in this chapter. Language, he observes, as appears 
from the nature of the thing, from the records of history, and from the remains of the most ancient 
languages yet remaining, was at first extremely rude, narrow, and equivocal ; so that men would be 
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siege against it, and build a fort against it, and cast a mount A.c. 695. 
against it ; set the camp also against it, and set battering rams c oT^chi^ 

3 against it round about. Moreover take thou unto thee ^ an iron a 
pan, and set it for a wall of iron between thee and the city : 
and set thy face against it, and it shall be besieged, and thou 
shalt lay siege against it. This shall he a sign to the house of 

4 Israel. Lie thou also upon thy left side, and lay the iniquity 
of the house of Israel upon it : according to the number of the 
days that thou shalt lie upon it thou shalt bear their iniquity. 

5 For I have laid upon thee the years of their iniquity, according 
to the number of the days, three hundred and ninety days : ® so 

6 shalt thou bear the iniquity of the house of Israel. And when 
thou hast accomplished them, He again on thy right side, and 
thou shalt bear the iniquity of the house of Judah forty days: 

7 I have appointed thee ^each day for a year. Therefore thou fiieb.a day 
shalt set thy face toward the siege of Jerusalem, and thine arm dnpfJr^year. 

8 shall he uncovered, and thou shalt prophesy against it. And, 

behold, I will lay bands upon thee, and thou shalt not turn thee 
^ from one side to another, till thou hast ended the days of thy 
siege. side, 

9 Take thou also unto thee wheat, and barley, and beans, and 
lentiles, and millet, and ^ fitches, and put them in one vessel, ^ 
and make thee bread thereof, according to the number of the 
days that thou shalt lie upon thy side, three hundred and ninety 

10 days shalt thou eat thereof. And thy me^t which thou shalt 
eat shall be by weight, twenty shekels a day : from time to time 

11 shalt thou eat it. Thou shalt drink also water by measure, the 

12 sixth part of an bin : from time to time shalt thou drink. And 

perpetually at a loss, on any new conception, or uncommon accident, to explain themselves intel- 
ligibly to one another. The art of enlarging language by a scientific analogy being a late invention : 
this would necessarily set them upon supplying the deficiencies of speech by apt and significant 
signs. Accordingly in the first ages of the world, mutual converse was upheld by a mixed discourse 
of words and ACTIONS. Hence came the Eastern phrase of the voice of the sign (Exod. iv. 8.) ; 
and use and custom, as in most other affairs of life, improving what had arisen out of necessity, into 
ornament, this practice subsisted long after the necessity was over ; especially among the Eastern 
people, whose natural temperament inclined them to a mode of conversation, which so well exercised 
their vivacity, by motion ; and so much gratified it, by a perpetual representation of material 
images. Of this we have innumerable instances in Holy Scripture ; as, where the false prophet 
pushed with horns of iron, to denote the entire overthrow of the Syrians — where Jeremiah, by God’s 
direction, hides the linen girdle in a hole of the rock near Euphrates — where he breaks a potter’s 
vessel in sight of the people — puts on bonds, and yokes, and casts a book into the Euphrates — 
where Ezekiel, by the same appointment, delineates the siege of Jerusalem on a tile — weighs the 
hair of his beard in balances — carries out his houshold stuff — and joins together the two sticks for 
Judah and Israel. By these actions the prophets instructed the people in the will of God, and con- 
versed with them in signs ; but where God teaches the prophet, and, in compliance with the custom 
of that time, condescends to the same mode of instruction, then the significative action is generally 
changed into a vision, either natural, or extraordinary : as where the prophet is bid to regard the 
rod of the almond tree — the seething pot — the work on the potter's .wheel — the baskets of good and 
bad figs — and the prophet Exekiel the ideal scene of the resurrection of dry bones. The signifi- 
cative action was, though generally, not always changed into a vision. For as sometimes, where 
the instruction was for the people, the significative action was, perhaps, in vision ; so sometimes, 
again, though the information was only for the prophet, God would set him upon a real expressive 
action, whose obvious meaning conveyed the intelligence proposed or sought See the whole 
passage — Divine Legation, vol. 3. b. 4. § 4. p. 105, &c. 4th edit. 
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A.C. 595. thou shalt eat it as barley cakes, and thou shalt bake it with 
' ^ dung that cometh out of man, in their sight. And the Lord 13 

sdd, Even thus shall the children of Israel eat their defiled 
bread among the Gentiles, whither I will drive them. Then 14 
said I, Ah Lord God ! behold, my soul hath not been polluted : 
for from my youth up even till now have I not eaten of that 
which dieth of itself, or is torn in pieces ; neither came there 
abominable flesh into my mouth. Then he said unto me, Lo, 15 
I have given thee cow’s dung for man’s dung, and thou shalt 
prepare thy bread therewith. Moreover he said unto me, Son 16 
2 ^ch^v'^i 6 n^an, behold, I will break the ^ staff of bread in Jerusalem: 
&xiv. 13. and they shall eat bread by weight, and with care; and they 

shall drink water by measure, and with astonishment : that they 17 
may want bread and water, and be astonied one with another, 
and consume away for their iniquity. 

EZEKIEL V. 

1 Under the type of hair, 5 is shewed the judgment of Jerusalem for their rebellion, 
12 by famine y sword, and dispersion. 

And thou, son of man, take thee a sharp knife, take thee a i 
barber’s razor, and cause it to pass upon thine head and upon 
thy beard : then take thee balances to weigh, and divide the 
hair. Thou shalt burn with fire a third part in the midst of 2 
. the city, when the days of the siege are fulfilled: and thou shalt 

take a third part, and smite about it with a knife : and a third 
part thou shalt scatter in the wind ; and I will draw out a sword 
after them. Thou shalt also take thereof a few in number, and 3 
k Heb, wings, bind them in thy ^ skirts. Then take of them again, and cast 4 
them into the midst of the fire, and burn them in the fire ; for 
thereof shall a fire come forth into all the house of Israel. 

Thus saith the Lord God ; This is Jerusalem: I have set it 5 
in the midst of the nations and countries that are round about 
her. And she hath changed my judgments into wickedness 6 
more than the nations, and my statutes more than the countries 
that are round about her: for they have refused my judgments 
and my statutes, they have not walked in them. Therefore 7 
thus saith the Lord God ; Because ye multiplied more than 
the nations that are round about you, and have not walked in 
my statutes, neither have kept my judgments, neither have 
done according to the judgments of the nations that are round 
about you; therefore thus saith the Lord God; Behold, I, even 8 
I, am against thee, and will execute judgments in the midst of 
thee in the sight of the nations. And I will do in thee that 9 
which I have not done, and whereunto I will not do any more 
.i^cv.xxvi. because of all thine abominations. Therefore the 10 

29. Deut. fathers ^ shall eat the sons in the midst of thee, and the sons 
2 inn.‘vi.’ 29 . shall eat their fathers; and I will execute judgments in thee, 
and the whole remnant of thee will I scatter into all the winds. 



PART n.] EZEKIEL PROPHESIES THE MISERIES OF JERUSALEM. 511 


1 1 Wherefore, as I live, saith the Lord God ; Surely, because A.C. 695. 

thou hast defiled my sanctuary with all thy detestable things, ^ ' 

and with all thine abominations, therefore will I also diminish 

thee ; ^ neither shall mine eye spare, neither will I have any m ch. vii. 4. 

12 A third part of thee shall die with the pestilence, and with 
famine shall they be consumed in the midst of thee : and a 
third part shall fall by the sword round about thee ; and I will 
scatter a third part into all the winds, and I will draw out a 

j 3 sword after them. Thus shall mine anger be accomplished, 
and I will cause my fury to rest upon them, and I will be com- 
forted : and they shall know that I the Lord have spoken it in 

14 my zeal, when I have accomplished my fury in them. More- 
over I will make thee waste, and a reproach among the nations 

15 that are round about thee, in the sight of all that pass by. So 
it shall be a " reproach and a taunt, an instruction and an 
astonishment unto the nations that are round about thee, when 
I shall execute judgments in thee in anger and in fury and in 

16 furious rebukes. I the Lord have spoken it When I shall 
send upon them the evil arrows of famine, which shall be for 
their destruction, and which I will send to destroy you : and I 
will increase the famine upon you, and will break your ® staif of 

17 bread: so will I send upon you famine and p evil beasts, and itxiv. 13. 
they shall bereave thee ; and pestilence and blood shall pass 22. 
through thee; and I will bring the sword upon thee. I the 
Lord have spoken it 


EZEKIEL VI. 

1 The judgment of Israel for their idolatry. 8 A remnant shall be blessed. ] 1 The 
faithful are exhorted to lament their calamities. 

1, 2 And the word of the Lord came unto me, saying. Son of 
man, set thy face toward the ^mountains of Israel, and pro- qch.xxxvi.i. 

3 phesy against them, and say, Ye mountains of Israel, hear 
the word of the Lord God ; Thus saith the Lord God to the 
mountains, and to the hills, to the rivers, and to the vallies ; • 

Behold, I, even I, will bring a sword upon you, and I will 

4 destroy your high places. And your altars shall be desolate, 

and your ^ images shall be broken : and I will cast down your r or, sun 

5 slain men before your idols. And I will ® lay the dead carcases 
of the children of Israel before their idols; and I will scatter 

G your bones round about your altars. In all your dwelling- 
places the cities shall be laid waste, and the high places shall 
be desolate; that your altars may be laid waste and made 
desolate, and your idols may be broken and cease, and your 
images may be cut down, and your works may be abolished. 

7 And the slain shall fall in the midst of you, and ye shall know 
that I am the Lord. 

8 Yet will I leave a remnant, that ye may have some that shall 

12 
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A C. 696. escape the sword among the nations, when ye shall be scattered 
^ ' * through the countries. And they that escape of you shall re- 9 

member me among the nations whither they shall be carried 
captives, because I am broken with their whorish heart, which 
hath departed from me, and with their eyes, which go a whoring 
after their idols : and they shall lothe themselves for the evils 
which they have committed in all their abominations. And they 10 
shall know that I am the Lord, and that I liave not said in vain 
that 1 would do this evil unto them. 

tch. xxi. 14 . Thus saith the Lord God; Smite ^ with thine hand, and 11 
stamp with thy foot, and say? Alas for all the evil abominations 
of the house of Israel ! for they shall fall by the sword, by the 
famine, and by the pestilence. He that is far off shall die of 12 
the pestilence ; and he that is near shall fall by the sword ; and 
he that remaineth and is besieged shall die by the famine : thus 
will I accomplish my fury upon them. Then shall ye know 13 
that I am the Lord, when their slain men shall be among their 
idols round about their altars, upon every high hill, in all the 
tops of the mountains, and under every green tree, and under 
every thick oak, the place where they did offer sweet savour to 
all their idols. So will I stretch out my hand upon them, and 14 
u Or. fhHoMe make the land desolate, yea, more desolate than the wilderness 
toward Diblath, in all their habitations : and they shall know 
that I am the Lord. 

EZEKIEL vii. 

1 2'he final desolation of Israel. 16 The mournful repentance of them that escape. 
20 The enemies defile the sanctuary because of the Israelites' abominations. 23 Under 
the type of a chain is shewed their miserable captivity. 

Moreover the word of the Lord came unto me, saying, i 
Also, thou son of man, thus saith the Lord God unto the land 2 
of Israel ; An end, the end is come upon the four corners of 
the land. Now is the end come upon thee, and I will send 3 
mine anger upon thee, and will judge thee according to thy 
ways, aiid will ^recompense upon thee all thine abominations. 
And mine eyes shall not spare thee, neither will I have pity : 4 
but I will recompense thy ways upon thee, and thine abomi- 
nations shall be in the midst of thee : and ye shall know that 
I am the Lord. Thus saith the Lord God ; An evil, an only 5 
evil, behold, is come. An end is come, the end is come : it 6 
y Heb. ntvak- ^ watchetli for thee ; behold, it is come. The morning is come 7 
unto thee, O thou that dwellest in the land : the time is come, 
z Or, echo, ^lie day of trouble is near, and not the ^ sounding again of the 

mountains. Now will I shortly pour out my fury upon thee, 8 
and accomplish mine anger upon thee : and I will judge thee 
according to thy ways, and will recompense thee for all thine 
a Heb upon abominations. And mine eye shall not spare, neither will I 9 
thee.. have pity : I will recompense * thee according to thy ways 
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and thine abominations that are in the midst of thee ; and ye A.c. 595. 

10 shall know that I am the Lord that smiteth. Behold the day, ' 

behold, it is come : the morning is gone forth ; the rod hath 

11 blossomed, pride hath budded. Violence is risen up into a rod 
of wickedness: none of them shall remain^ nor of their mul- ^ 
titude, nor of any of their’s : neither shall there he wailing for 

12 them. The time is come, the day draweth near: let not the persons. 
buyer rejoice, nor the seller mourn : for wrath is upon all the 

13 multitude thereof. For the seller shall not return to that which 
is sold, ‘^although they were yet alive : for the vision is touch- 

ing the whole multitude thereof, which shall not return ; nei- yot amnvg the 
ther shall any strengthen himself ® in ^ the iniquity of his life. e Or, whose 
]4 They have blown the trumpet, even to make all ready; but 
none goeth to the battle : for my wrath is upon all the multi- 

15 tude thereof. The sword is without, and the pestilence and 
the famine within : he that is in the field shall die with the 
sword ; and he that is in the city, famine and pestilence shall 
devour him. 

16 But they that escape of them shall escape, and shall be on 
the mountains like doves in the valleys, all of them mourning, 

17 every one for his iniquity. All ^ hands shall be feeble, and all jer!’vT 2 ’ 4 ^’ 

18 knees shall ^ be weak water. They shall also ^gird the?n- 

selves with sackcloth, and horror shall cover them ; and shame i is. xv. 2, 3. 

19 shall be upon all faces, and baldness upon all their heads. They k^neb.'^/oVY' 
shall cast their silver in the streets, and their gold shall be 

^ removed : their ^ silver and their gold shall not be able to ness. 
deliver them in the day of the wrath of the Lord : they shall zeph^'b ’is.' 
not satisfy their souls, neither fill their bowels : ^ because it is 
the stumblingblock of their iniquity* 

20 As ror the beauty 01 his ornament, he set it in majesty : huvghiock. 
but they made the images of their abominations and of their 
detestable things therein : therefore have I ^ set it far from 

21 them. And I will give it into the hands of the strangers for uucieamhwg. 
a prey, and to the wicked of the earth for a spoil ; and they 

22 shall pollute it. My face will I turn also from them, and they 

shall pollute my secret place : for the ® robbers shall enter into ooxMrgiers. 
it, and defile it. 

23 Make a chain : for the land is full of bloody crimes, and the 

24 city is full of violence. Wherefore I will bring the worst of 
the heathen, and they shall possess their houses : I will also 
make the jpomp of the strong to cease; and p their holy places 

25 shall be defiled. ^ Destruction cometh ; and they shall seek their holy 

26 peace, and there shall he none. Mischief shall come upon mis- cuu 
chief, and rumour shall be upon rumour ; then shall they seek 

a vision of the prophet; but the law shall perish from the 

27 priest, and counsel from the ancients. The king shall mourn, 
and the prince shall be clothed with desolation, and the hands 
of the people of the land shall be troubled: I will do unto 

VOL. II. L 1 
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A.c. ^95 them after their way, and ^ according to their deserts will I 
r Heb. with judge them; and they shall know that I am the Lord. 

their judg- 

tnenu. ^ ^ Vision of the Idolatries which occasioned the Babylonish Captivity. 

EZEKIEL VIII 

1 Ezekiel, in a vision of God at Jerusalem, 5 is shewed the image of jealousy, ^ the 
chambers of imagery, 13 the mourners for Tammuz, 16 the worshippers towards the 
sun. 18 God's wrath for their idolatry. 

594. And it came to pass in the sixth year, in the sixth months i 
in the fifth day of the month, as I sat in mine house, and the 


It has been already observed (note 1. in Period 7 *)> there were always two parties among 
the Jews, — the party of the idolaters, and that of the worshippers of Jehovah ; which two parties were 
in perpetual opposition to each other, and obtained the ascendency, as either was protected or 
depressed by the sovereign of the nation. The eighth chapter of Ezekiel contains a representation, 
in a vision with which the prophet was favoured, of the total apostacy of the heads of the Jewish 
nation from the religion of their forefathers. They had gradually become more and more corrupted, 
after the establishment of idolatry by Solomon ; and the period of their long-threatened punish- 
ment was rapidly approaching. By the time the sins of this wretched people were ripe for the 
punishment of their approaching captivity, they had polluted themselves with all kinds of Egyptian 
abominations. In this vision of Ezekiel, their three chief idolatries are graphically described. The 
image of jealousy, is supposed to have been either an image of Baal, which had been erected by 
Manasseh ; and though destroyed by his successor, Josiah, had been again restored ; or an image of 
Adonis. The first of their principal idolatries. Bishop Warburton supposes to have been the Egyp- 
tian superstitions. The tenth verse, “ I went in, and saw, and behold every form of creeping things, 
and abominable beasts, and all the idols of Israel pourtrayed upon the wall round about,” he in- 
terprets, as descriptive of that peculiar imagery, some of which is still seen in the Isiac or Bembine 
table. Mr. Faber supposes them to have been the monstrous forms of those idols, which the Israelites 
had borrow'ed from the astronomical mythology of the surrounding nations. Possibly they were 
images of the same nature as those which our enterprising countrymen have recently discovered in 
the Egyptian temples. Bishop Warburton further conjectures, that the passage (in chap. viii. ver. 
6 — 13.) contains a very lively and circumstantial account of the celebrated mysteries of Isis and 
Osiris. The most solemn celebration of these mysteries was attended by none but princes, rulers, 
and the wisest of the people. The “seventy men of the ancients of the house of Israel,” (ver. 1 1.) 
were the Sanhedrim ; the appointed and consecrated preservers of the law, and the teachers of the 
people. Even these had all apostatized; and were devoting themselves to those corrupt supersti- 
tions, in which only the most distinguished adherents to this prevailing idolatry were initiated, and 
to which it was considered an honour to be admitted. 

The second principal idolatry seen by Ezekiel, as practised among the Jews, was the Phoenician. 
He looks toward the gate of the Lord’s house, which was towards the north (ver. 14.); that is, in 
his vision he looks towards Phoenicia, and sees, even at the gate of the temple, “ women weeping for 
Tammuz,” or Adonis. This idolatry, according to the Phoenician custom, was practised in the open 
day: and the apostacy among the Jews was represented as so general, that the women indulged in 
the superstition of Phoenicia, even in the presence of the temple of Jehovah. 

The third principal idolatry by which the people had now debased themselves, was the Persian, 
{ver. Ifi.) “ Behold, at the door of the temple of the Lord, between the porch and the altar, were 
about five and twenty men, with their backs towards the temple of the Lord, and their faces toward 
the east ; and they worshipped the sun toward the east.” In this representation, the very interior 
of the temple of Jehovah is polluted. The space between the temple and the altar, where the Jewish 
priests invoked the mercy of Jehovah for the people, was profaned, (Joel ii. 17*) The five and 
twenty men, mentioned ver. 16. were probably the twelve priests, and the twelve Levites of the 
weekly service, with the high priest at their head. It was the custom of the Jews to turn their faces 
towards the temple, when they worshipped, (Dan. vi. 10.) But, in this vision, Ezekiel sees that 
even the priests turn their backs upon the temple of Jehovah ; thereby contemptuously expressing 
their disregard of the God of their fathers, and their preference for the ancient idolatries of Chaldea. 
He sees the legislature, the women, and the priesthood, alike corrupt and given to idolatry ; and he 
is compelled to acknowledge the undoubted justice of those severe judgments, which God was now 
about to inflict on them ; and which are represented in such strong language in the concluding verses 
of the ninth chapter : — “ Mine eye shall not spare, neither will I have pity : but I will recompense 
their way upon their head.” — Faber's Pag. Idol. vol. i, p. 208; Warburton’s Divine Legation, vol. i. 
b. 4. § 6. p. 17—23. 
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b ch. i. 23. 


elders of Judah sat before me, that the hand of the Lord God A.c. 594. 

2 fell there upon me. Then I beheld, and lo a likeness as the ' ' 

appearance of fire : from the appearance of his loins even down- 
ward, fire ; and from his loins even upward, as the appearance 

3 of brightness, as the colour of amber. And he ® put forth the ^ ^ ^ 

form of an hand, and took me by a lock of mine head ; and 

the spirit lifted me up between the earth and the heaven, and 
brought me in the visions of God to Jerusalem, to the door of 
the inner gate that looketh toward the north ; where was the 
seat of the image of jealousy, which provoketh to jealousy. 

4 And, behold, the glory of tlie God of Israel was there, accord- 
ing to the vision that I ^ saw in the plain. 

5 Then said he unto me, Son of man, lift up thine eyes now 
the way toward the north. So I lifted up mine eyes the way 
toward the north, and behold northward at the gate of the 

6 altar this image of jealousy in the entry. He said furthermore 
unto me, Son of man, seest thou what they do ? even the great 
abominations that the house of Israel committeth here, that I 
should go far off from my sanctuary ? but turn thee yet again, 
and thou shalt see greater abominations. 

7 And he brought me to the door of the court ; and when I 

8 looked, behold a hole in the wall. Then said he unto me, Son 
of man, dig now in the wall : and when I had digged in the 

9 wall, behold a door. And he said unto me. Go in, and behold 

10 the wicked abominations that they do here. So I went in and 
saw ; and behold every form of creeping things, and abomi- 
nable beasts, and all the idols of the house of Israel, pourtrayed 

1 1 upon the wall round about. And there stood before them 
seventy men of the ancients of the house of Israel, and in the 
midst of them stood Jaazaniah the son of Shaphan, with every 
man his censer in his hand ; and a thick cloud of incense went 

12 up. Then said he unto me. Son of man, hast thou seen what 
the ancients of the house of Israel do in the dark, every man 
in the chambers of his imagery ? for they say, The LoRDPch.ix. 
seeth us not ; the Lord hath forsaken the earth. 

13 He said also unto me, Turn thee yet again, and thou shalt 

14 see greater abominations that they do. Then he brought me 
to the door of the gate of the Lord’s house which was toward 
the north ; and, behold, there sat women weeping for Tammuz. 

15 Then said he unto me, Hast thou seen this^ O son of man ? 
turn thee yet again, and thou shalt see greater abominations 

16 than these. And he brought me into the inner court of the 
Lord’s house, and, behold, at the door of the temple of the 
Lord, between the porch and the altar, were about five and 
twenty men, with their backs toward the temple of the Lord, 
and their faces toward the east ; and they worshipped the sun 
toward the east. 

17 Then he said unto me, Hast thou seen this^ O son of man ? 

L 1 2 
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e ch. V. 11. 

& vii. 4. 
f Prov. i. 28. 
l8. i. 15. Jer. 
xi. 11. Mic. 
Ui.4. 


g Heb. which 
is turned. 
h Heh. a wea- 
pon of his 
breaking in 
pieces. 
i Heb. upon 
his loins. 


Is it a light thing to the house of Judah that they commit the 
abominations whi^ they commit here ? for they have filled’ the 
land with violence, and have returned to provoke me to anger : 
and, lo, they put the branch to their nose. Therefore will I is 
also deal in fury : mine ® eye shall not spare, neither will I 
have pity: ^and though they cry in mine ears with a loud voice, 
7/et will I not hear them. 


EZEKIEL IX•^ 

1 A vision^ whereby is shewed the preservation of some, 6 and the destruction of the rest. 

8 God cannot be intreated for them. 

He cried also in mine ears with a loud voice, saying. Cause i 
them that have charge over the city to draw near, even every 
man with his destroying weapon in his hand. And, behold, 2 
six men came from the way of the higher gate, ^ which lieth 
toward the north, and every man ^ a slaughter weapon in his 
hand ; and one man among them ivas clothed with linen, with 
a writer’s inkhorn ^ by his side : and they went in, and stood 
beside the brasen altar. And the glory of the God of Israel 3 
was gone up from the cherub, whereupon he was, to the thresh- 


The ninth chapter foretells the preservation of the pious Jews, and denounces vengeance against 
the idolaters, beginning at the elders and people in the temple. The vision of the coals of fire to be 
scattered over Jerusalem, and that of the Schechinah departing from the temple, prefigure the 
destruction of that city, and Jehovah forsaking the sanctuary. Ezekiel (ch. x. ver. 5.) describing 
the glory of the Lord leaving the temple of Jerusalem ; “ The sound of the cherubims’ wings was 
heard even to the outer court, as the voice of the Almighty God when he speaketh.” Josephus, in 
his account of the prodigies which preceded the second capture of the temple, relates, “ On the fftast 
of Pentecost, the priests having come by' night into the inner temple, to perform their required ser- 
vices, according to their custom ; affirmed they first heard a motion, and a noise, and after that a 
voice as of a great multitude, which said. Let us depart hence.” There appears a striking similarity 
of expressions and circumstances in these two passages: and, on comparing the sublime and terrible 
account of the final destruction of the temple by Titus, given by the Jewish historian, with the brief 
narrative of the first siege and capture of the city related by Jeremiah, and in the books of Chronicles 
and Kings ; the parallel. will be found so exact in a great number of instances, that the one evidently 
appears a type of the other. In the first siege, Moses predicts a most fearful famine. Levit. xxvi. 
29, and in Deut. xxviii. 63. “ Thou shalt eat the fruit of thine own body, the flesh of thy sons and 

of thy daughters, which the Lord thy God hath given thee, in the siege and in the straitness where- 
with thine enemies shall distress thee.” Jeremiah (ch. xix. ver. 9.) foretells the same calamity; 
and we find, in Lam. iv. 10, that “ the hands of the pitiful women have sodden their own children;” 
and in ver. 4. “ They that were brought up in scarlet embrace dunghills.” In both sieges the 
courts of the temple were defiled with the blood of the slain, (Ezek. ix. 7») Josephus, in relating 
the dreadful famine that prevailed at the final destruction of the temple, says, “ The city was well 
nigh depopulated. Their hunger was so intolerable, that they gathered and eat such things as the 
most filthy animals would not touch ; nor did they abstain from their girdles, shoes, nor the very 
leather that belonged to their shields. An handful of old hay was sold for four atticks. A woman 
of the name of Mary, daughter of Eleazer, opulent, and nobly descended, who had fled to Jerusalem 
for protection, after trying every means to provoke the faction to put her to death, formed the most 
horrid and unnatural resolution of destroying her own infant, then at the breast. She slew her child, 
dressed it, and having eaten one part herself, presented the remainder of this inhuman repast to 
those robbers, who, for their own subsistence, were in the constant practice of depriving her of her 
daily support.” Compare Josephus, book vii. with Lamentations, particularly chapters ii. and iv. 

The eleventh chapter of Ezekiel contains a prediction of the destruction of those wicked princes 
and people who remained in Jerusalem, deriding the types and denunciations of the prophets, and 
whose counsel “filled the streets thereof with the slain.” The return of the Jews from their cap- 
tivity is foretold, ver. 14 to 22. 
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hold of die house. And he called to the man clothed with A.c. 6»4. 

4 linen, which had the writer’s inkhorn by his side ; and the ^ ^ 

Lord said unto him, Go through the midst of the city, through 

the midst of Jerusalem, and ^set *a mark upon the foreheads 

of the men that sigh and that cry for all the abominations that i ex. xiy 7. 

be done in the midst thereof. 

5 And to the others he said in ™ mine hearing*, Go ve after ^ 
him through the city, and smite : let not your eye spare, nei- 

6 ther have ye pity : slay * utterly old and young, both maids, 
and little children, and women : but come not near any man 
upon whom is the mark ; and begin at my sanctuary. Then 
they began at the ancient men which were before the house. 

7 And he said unto them. Defile the house, and fill the courts 
with the slain : go ye forth. And they went fortli, and slew 
in the city. 

8 And it came to pass, while they were slaying them, and I 
was left, that I fell upon my face, and cried, and said, Ah 
Lord God ! wilt thou destroy all the residue of Israel in thy 

9 pouring out of thy fury upon Jerusalem ? Then said he unto 
me. The iniquity of the house of Israel and Judah is exceeding 
great, and the land is °full of blood, and the city full of p per- 
verseness : for they say, ^ The Lord hath forsafcen the earth, 

10 and the Lord seeth not. And as for me also, mine ^ eye shall qch. viii.12. 
not spare, neither will I have pity, but I will recompense their 

11 way upon their head. And, behold, the man clothed with linen, ^®* 
which had the inkhorn by his side, ® reported the matter, say- ^fthewlrd^' 
ing, I have done as thou hast commanded me. 

EZEKIEL X. 

1 The vision of the coals of fire^ to he scattered over the city. 8 The vision of the 

cherubims. 

1 Then I looked, and, behold, in the ^firmament that was ^ ^-^ 2 . 26 . 
above the head of the cherubims there appeared over them as 

it were a sapphire stone, as the appearance of the likeness of a 

2 throne. And he spake unto the man clothed with linen, and 
said. Go in between the wheels, even under the cherub, and fill 
^ thine hand with coals of fire from between the cherubims, and 

3 scatter them over the city. And he went in in my sight. Now mne hand. 
the cherubims stood on the right side of the house, when the 

4 man went in ; and the cloud filled the inner court. Then the 
glory of the Lord ^ went up from the cherub, and stood over 
the threshold of the house ; and the house was filled with the 
cloud, and the court was full of the brightness of the Lord’s 

5 glory. And the y sound of the cherubims’ wings was heard ^ 
even to the outer court, as the voice of the Almighty God when 

6 he speaketh. And it came to pass, that when he had com- 
manded the man clothed with linen, saying, Take fire from be- 
tween the wheels, from between the cherubims ; then he went 



518 


PERIOD SEVENTH. 


[part II. 


A C. 594.^ in, and stood beside the wheels. And one cherub ® stretched 7 
z Heb. tent forth his hand from between the cherubims unto the fire that 
was between the cherubims, and took thereof, and put it into 
the hands of him that was clothed with linen : who took it, and 
went out. 

And there appeared in the cherubims the form of a man’s hand 8 
under their wings. And when I looked, behold the four wheels 9 
by the cherubims, one wheel by one cherub, and another wheel 
by another cherub : and the appearance of the wheels was as the 
ach. i. 16 . colour of a ^ beryl stone. And as for their appearances, they four lo 
had one likeness, as if a wheel had been in the midst of a wheel. 
When they went, they went upon their four sides; they turned ll 
not as they went, but to the place whither the head looked 
they followed it ; they turned not as they went. And their 12 
bHeb./e«A. whole ^ body, and their backs, and their hands, and their wings, 
and the wheels, were full of eyes round about, even the wheels 
u^recauedin whccls, it WRS cricd unto them 13 

my hearing, in my healing, O wheel. And every one had four faces: the 14 
wheel, or, gat- ^ chcrub, and the second face was the 

face of a man, and the third the face of a lion, and the fourth the 
face of an eagle. And the cherubims were lifted up. This is 15 
the living creature that I saw by the river of Chebar. And 16 
when the cherubims went, the wheels went by them : and when 
the cherubims lifted up their wings to mount up from the earth, the 
same wheels also turned not from beside them. When they stood, 17 
these stood ; and when they were lifted up, these lifted up tliem- 
d Or, of life, selves also : for the spirit ^ of the living creature was in them. 

Then the glory of the Lord departed from off the threshold of 18 
the house, and stood over the cherubims. And the cherubims 19 
lifted up their wings, and mounted up from the earth in my 
sight : when they went out, the wheels also were beside them, 
and every one stood at the door of the east gate of the Lord’s 
house; and the glory of the God of Israel was over them above. 
This is the living creature that I saw under the God of Israel by 20 
the river of Chebar ; and I knew that they were the cherubims. 
Every one had four faces apiece, and every one four wings; and 2l 
the likeness of the hands of a man was under their wings. And the 22 
likeness of their faces was the same faces which I saw by the 
river of Chebar, their appearances and themselves : they went 
every one straight forward. 

EZEKIEL XI. VER. 1 — 21. 

Moreover the spirit lifted me up, and brought me unto the east i 
gate of the Lord’s house, which looketh eastward : and behold 
at the door of the gate five and twenty men ; among whom I 
saw Jaazaniah the son of Azur, and Pelatiah the son of Bena- 
iah, princes of the people. Then said he unto me, Son of man, 2 
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these are the men that devise mischief, and give wicked counsel A.c. 694. 

3 in this city : which say, ® It is not ^ near ; let us build houses : 

this city is the caldron, and we he the flesh. foxyx^iobuud 

4 Therefore prophesy against them, prophesy, O son of man. f 2 Pet. iii. 4. 

5 And the spirit of the Lord fell upon me, and said unto me. 

Speak ; Thus saith the Lord : Thus have ye said, O house of 
Israel : for I know the things that come into your mind, every 

6 one of them. Ye have multiplied your slain in this city, and ye 

7 have filled the streets thereof with the slain. Therefore thus saith 
the Lord God ; Your slain whom ye have laid in the midst of it, 
they are the flesh, and this city is the caldron : but I will bring you 

8 forth out of the midst of it. Ye have feared the sword; and I 

9 will bring a sword upon you, saith the Lord God. And I will 
bring you out of the midst thereof, and deliver you into the 
hands of strangers, and will execute judgments among you. 

10 Ye shall fall by the sword; I will judge you in the border of 

11 Israel ; and ye shall know that I am the Lord. This city shall 
not be your caldron, neither shall ye be the flesh in the midst 

12 thereof ; hut I will judge you in the border of Israel : and ye 

shall know that I am the Lord ; ^ for ye have not walked in gOr, which 
my statutes, neither executed my judgments, but have done after 
the manners of the heathen that are round about you. 

13 And it came to pass, when I prophesied, that Pelatiah the 
son of Benaiah died. Then fell I down upon my face, and 
cried with a loud voice, and said. All Lord God ! wilt thou 

14 make a full end of the remnant of Israel ? Again the word of 

15 the Lord came unto me, saying, Son of man, thy brethren, 
even thy brethren, the men of thy kindred, and all the house of 
Israel wholly, are they unto whom the inhabitants of Jerusalem 
have said, Get you far from the Lord : unto us is this land given 

16 in possession. Therefore say, Thus saith the Lord God ; Al- 
though I have cast them far off among the heathen, and al- 
though I have scattered them among the countries, yet will I 
be to them as a little sanctuary in the countries where they 

17 shall come. Therefore say, Thus saith the Lord God; I will 
even gather you from the people, and assemble you out of the 
countries where ye have been scattered, and I will give you 

18 the land of Israel. And they shall come hither, and they shall 
take away all the detestable things thereof and all theabomina- 

igtions thereof from thence. And ^I will give them one heart, hJer. xxxii. 
and I will put a new spirit within you; and I will take the 26 * 
stony heart out of their flesh, and will give them an heart of 

20 flesh : that they may walk in my statutes, and keep mine ordi- 
nances, and do them : and they shall be my people, and I will 

21 be their God. But as for them whose heart walketh after the 
heart of their detestable things and their abominations, I will re- 
compense their way upon their own heads, saith the Lord God. 


12 
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§ 5. Various Predictions against Zedekiah — The false Prophets — Jeru- 
salem and the Jewish Nations » 

EZEKIEL XI. VER. 22, TO THE END. 

A.c. 594. Then did the cherubims lift up their wings, and the wheels 22 
' beside them ; and the glory of the God of Israel was over them 
above. And the glory of the Lord went up from the midst 23 


In the 23d verse of chap. xi. we read of the total departure of the glory of the Lord from the 
city of Jerusalem. In chap. x. ver. 4. we find, that “ the glory of the Lord went up from the 
cherub, and stood over the threshold of the house ; and the house was filled with the cloud, and the 
court was full of the brightness of the Lord’s glory.” In ver. 18 of the same chapter, We read, 
“ then the glory of the Lord departed from off the threshold of the house, and stood over the 
cherubims ; and the cherubims lifted up their wings, and mounted up from the earth in my sight 
“ and every one stood at the door of the east gate of the Lord’s house.” In ver. 23 of chap. xi. we 
are informed, “ the glory of the Lord went up from the midst of the city, and stood upon the 
mountain which is on the east side of the city.” These various expressions denote, that God 
removed only by degrees from Israel : and the prophecies contained in this section are those delivered 
by Ezekiel, after the second Person of the Trinity had manifested to this prophet the removal of the 
visible church to Chaldea, in consequence of the total apostacy of the priests, the princes, the king, 
and the nation, who had been left in Jerusalem. After Ezekiel is brought back again by the Spirit 
of God into Chaldea, he predicts to them of the captivity, the fate of Zedekiah, and the Jews. It 
is probable that Ezekiel was enabled to see the wretched state of the Jews at Jerusalem, and to 
predict their ruin, that he might counteract more forcibly the impression produced by the false 
prophets, whom he soon after reproves ; and who endeavoured to deceive the people into an 
expectation of a speedy return to their own country. See ver. 25, compared with chap. xiii. 

The 1 2th chapter, ver. 1 — 8, under the type of Ezekiel’s removing himself and his houshold 
goods, is foretold the captivity of Zedekiah, and the Jews at Jerusalem. Ver. — 20, under the 
figure of eating and drinking, “with trembling and with carefulness,” predicts the desolation and misery 
that would exist during the siege ; and, from ver. 21 to the end, declares the speedy judgment that 
would fall upon the Jews, for their abuse of the divine forbearance. 

Chapter xiii. contains a severe reproof and denunciation against the false prophets ; and from ver. 
17 to the end, against false prophetesses. 

Chapter xiv. is a denunciation of the divine judgments against the idolatrous elders and their 
false prophets (1 — 11), and against the Jews for their obstinate impenitency (12 — 21) ; a remnant 
of whom, it is promised, shall be saved, (22, 23 ) 

Chapter xv. Under the parable of an unfruitful and unprofitable vine, is set forth the utter 
rejection of Jerusalem. 

Chapter xvi. from 1 — 15, describes the mercy of God towards the church and nation of the Jews 
(here represented by Jerusalem) under the emblem of a person that should take an exposed infant, 
bring her up with great tenderness, and afterwards marry her. The Jews are then upbraided 
(under the figure of a woman who proves false to a tender and indulgent husband) with their mon- 
strous ingratitude in departing from God’s worship, and polluting themselves with heathen idolatries 
(16 — 34). But, notwithstanding all these provocations, God promises in the end to shew them 
mercy under hie new and everlasting covenant (44 — 83). The figurative mode of describing 
adultery, which is of frequent occurrence in the prophets, is pursued with great force, and at consi- 
derable length, both in this and the 23d chapter. 

In the 17th chapter, under the allegory of two eagles and a vine, the prophet figuratively expresses 
the carrying away of Jehoiakim into captivity by the king of Babylon (the first eagle), who made 
Zedekiah king in his stead. Zedekiah afterwards revolting from the Babylonian monarch, whose 
vassal he was, and making an alliance with the king of Egypt (the other eagle), God threatens him 
with captivity to the king from whom he had revolted (1 — 21). The preaching of the Gospel, and 
the universal kingdom of the Messiah, are foretold (22 — 24). 

The Jews, in Ezekiel’s time, having complained (xviii. 1, 2.) that God dealt hardly with them 
in punishing them for the sins of their forefathers, this chapter of Ezekiel vindicates the divine 
equity, and shews that God punishes no one eternally for the sins of any other person (3 — 32). 

Under the parable of a lion’s whelps, are foretold the cruelty and captivity of Jehoahaz, who was 
deposed by the king of Egypt (2 Kings xxiii. 33. and 2 Chron. xxxvi. 4.), and of Jehoiakim, who 
was deposed by the king of Babylon (xix. 1 — 9). And under the parable of a wasted vine, are set 
forth the desolation and captivity of the whole Jewish people (10 - 14). — Horne’s Crit. Introd. 
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of the city, and stood upon the mountain which is on the east 
side of the city. 

24 Afterwards the spirit took me up, and brought me in a vision 
by the Spirit of God into Chaldea, to them of the captivity. 

25 So the vision that I had seen went up from me. Then I spake 
unto them of the captivity all the things that the Lord had 
shewed me. 


A.C. 594. 


EZEKIEL XII. 

I The type of EzekieVs removing. 8 It shewed the captivity of Zedekiah, 1 7 EzekieVs 
trembling sheweth the Jews* desolation. 21 The Jews* presumptuous proverb is re- 
proved. 26 The speedinesss of the vision. 

1 , ^ The word of the Lord also came unto me, saying, Son of 
man, thou dwellest in the midst of a rebellious house, which 
have eyes to see, and see not; they have ears to hear, and hear 

3 not : for they are a rebellious house. Therefore, thou son of 
man, prepare thee ^ stuff for removing, and remove by day in 
tlieir sight ; and thou shalt remove from thy place to another 
place in their sight : it may be they will consider, though they 

4 he a rebellious house. Then shalt thou bring forth thy stuff 
by day in their sight, as stuff for removing : and thou shalt go 

forth at even in their sight, ^as they that go forth into cap- ^ Reb. ^ /a# 

5 tivity. ® Dig thou through the wall in their sight, and carry Vf captivity. 

6 out thereby. In their sight shalt thou bear it upon thy shoul- 
tiers, and carry it forth in the twilight : thou shalt cover thy 
face, that thou see not the ground : for I have set thee for a 

7 sign unto the house of Israel. And I did so as I was com- 
manded : I brought forth my stuff by day, as stuff for capti- 
vity, and in the even 1 ^digged through the wall with mine 4 Heb. 
hand ; I brought it forth in the twilight, and I bare it upon 

my shoulder in their sight. 

8 And in the morning came the word of the Lord unto me, 

9 saying, Son of man, hath not the house of Israel, tlie rebellious 
10 house, said unto thee. What doest thou ? Say thou unto them, 

Tims saith the Lord God ; This burden concemeth the prince in 

I I Jerusalem, and all the house of Israel that are among them. Say, 

I am your sign : like as I have done, so shall it be done unto 

12 them: ® they shall remove and go into captivity. And the « Reb. «- 
prince that is among them shall bear upon his shoulder in the 
twilight, and shall go forth : they shall dig through the wall to 

carry out thereby : he shall cover his face, that he see not the 

13 ground with his eyes. My ^net also will I spread upon him, fch. xvu 20 . 


We are informed by Josephus, that the prophecy (ver. 13 of this chapter) that Zedekiah should 
be brought to Babylon, “ yet he shall not see it, though he die there (which was delivered about 
six years before the event, and was probably told to the king by some messenger from Babylon), was 
considered by that monarch as inconsistent with subsequent prophecies of Jeremiah (Jer. xxxii. 4. 
and xxxiv. 3), “ thine eyes shall behold the king of Babylon, and he shall speak with thee mouth to 
mouth, and thou shalt go to Babylon.” Zedekiah, on discovering this apparent inconsistency* 
refused to believe either. Both prophecies, however, were fulfilled. Zedekiah did see the king of 
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A.c. 594. and he shall be taken in my snare : and I will bring him to 
Babylon to the land of the Chaldeans ; yet shall he not see it, 
though he shall die there. And I will scatter toward every 14 
wind all that are about him to help him, and all his bands ; and 
I will draw out the sword after them. And they shall know 15 
that I am the Lord, when I shall scatter them among the 
nations, and disperse them in the countries. But I will leave 16 
^ ^ them from the sword, from the famine, and from 

the pestilence ; that they may declare all their abominations 
among the heathen whither they come ; and they shall know 
that 1 am the Lord. 

Moreover the word of the Lord came to me, saying, Son 17? is 
of man, eat thy bread with quaking, and drink thy water with 
trembling and with carefulness; and say unto the people of 19 
the land, Thus saith the Lord God of the inhabitants of Jeru- 
salem, and of the land of Israel ; They shall eat their bread 
with carefulness, and drink their water with astonishment, that 
her land may be desolate from ^ all that is therein, because of 
the violence of all them that dwell therein. And the cities 20 
that are inhabited shall be laid waste, and the land shall be 
desolate ; and ye shall know that I am the Lord. 

And the word of the Lord came unto me, saying. Son 21,22 
of man, what is that proverb that ye have in the land of Israel, 
saying. The days are prolonged, and every vision faileth ? 
Tell them therefore, Thus saith the Lord God ; I will make 23 
this proverb to cease, and they shall no more use it as a pro- 
verb in Israel ; but say unto them. The days are at hand, and 
the effect of every vision. For there shall be no more any 24 
vain vision nor flattering divination within the house of Israel. 
For I am the Lord : I will speak, and the word that I shall 25 
speak shall come to pass ; it shall be no more prolonged : for 
in your days, O rebellious house, will I say the word, and will 
perform it, saith the Lord God, 

Again the word of the Lord came to me, saying. Son of 26, 27 
man, behold, they of the house of Israel say, The vision that 
he seeth is for many days to come^ and he prophesieth of the 
times that are far off. Therefore say unto them. Thus saith 28 
the Lord God ; There shall none of my words be prolonged 
any more, but the word which I have spoken shall be done, 
saith the Lord God. 

EZEKIEL XIII, 

1 The reproof of lying prophets, and their untempered mor ter. 17 Of prophetesses 

and their pillows. 

And the word of the Lord came unto me, saying. Son of 1, 2 


Babylon, not indeed at Babylon, but at Riblah. His eyes were there put out, and he was carried 
to Babylon, ye he did not behold the city. — 2 Kings xxv. 4—8 ; Jer. lii. 8—11 ; Josephus, Antiq. 
Jiid. lib. z. c. 8. § 2. 
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man, prophesy against the prophets of Israel that prophesy, A.c. 594. 
and say thou unto ^them that prophesy out of their own hearts, 

3 Hear ye the word of the Lord; thus saith the Lord God ; 

Woe unto the foolish prophets, that ^ follow their own spirit, 

4 ^ and have seen nothing ! O Israel, thy prophets are like the k Jer. xxiii. 

5 foxes in the deserts. Ye have not gone up into the “ gaps^ i neb. wa/A 
neither ® made up the hedge for the house of Israel to stand in 

6 the battle in the day of the Lord. They have seen vanity thing's which 
and lying divination, saying. The Lord saith : and the Lord 

hath not sent them : and they have made others to hope that “ 

7 they would confirm the word. Have ye not seen a vain vision, the hedge. 
and have ye not spoken a lying divination, whereas ye say, 

8 The Lord saith it ; albeit I have not spoken ? Therefore 
thus saith the Lord God ; Because ye have spoken vanity, and 
seen lies, therefore, behold, I am against you, saith the Lord 

9 God. And mine hand shall be upon the prophets that see 

vanity, and that divine lies : they shall not be in the p assembly p or, tecret, 
of my people, neither shall they be written in the writing of ‘ 

the house of Israel, neither shall they enter into the land of 
Israel ; and ye shall know that I am the Lord God. 

10 Because, even because they have seduced my people, say- 
ing, ^ Peace ; and there was no peace; and one built up ^ a wall, io7,'aiiight 

Hand, lo, others daubed it with untempered morter ; say unto 
them which daub it with untempered morter^ that it shall fall : 
there shall be an overflowing shower; and ye, O great hail- 

12 stones, shall fall; and a stormy wind shall rend it, Lo, w^hen 
the wall is fallen, shall it not be said unto you, Where is the 

1 3 daubing wherewith ye have daubed it ? Therefore thus saith 
the Lord God ; I will even rend it with a stormy wind in my 
fury ; and there shall be an overflowing shower in mine anger, 

14 and great hailstones in my fury to consume it. So will I break 
dow^n the wall that ye have daubed with un tempered morter., 
and bring it dowm to the ground, so that the foundation thereof 
shall be discovered, and it shall fall, and ye shall be consumed 
in the midst thereof: and ye shall know that I avi the Lord. 

15 Thus will I accomplish my wrath upon the wall, and upon them 
that have daubed it with unterapered morter, and will say unto 

16 you, The wall is no more, neither they that daubed it; to wit, 
the prophets of Israel which prophesy concerning Jerusalem, 
and which see visions of peace for her, and there is no peace, 
saith the Lord God. 

17 Likewise, thou son of man, set thy face against the daughters 
of thy people, which prophesy out of their own heart ; and pro- 

18 phesy thou against them, and say, Thus saith tlie Lord God ; 

Woe to the women that sew pillows to all * armholes, and make « 
kerchiefs upon the head of every stature to hunt souls ! Will 
ye hunt the souls of my people, and will ye save the souls alive 

19 that come unto you ? And will ye pollute me among my peo- 
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A.C. 694. 


t Or, into gat' 

dent. 


u Or, that I 
should save 
his life. 

X Heb. by 
quickening 
him. 


y Or, others. 


z Oeut. 
xxviii. 37. 
ch. V. 15. 


a 1 Kin. xxii. 
2.1 


PERIOD SEVENTH. [part ii. 

pie for handfuls of barley and for pieces of bread, to slay the 
souls that should not die, and to save the souls alive that should 
not live, by your lying to my people that hear your lies ? 
Wherefore thus saith the Lord God; Behold, I am against 20 
your pillows, wherewith ye there hunt the souls * to make 
them fly, and I will tear them from your arms, and will let the 
souls go, even the souls that ye hunt to make them fly. Your 21 
kerchiefs also will I tear, and deliver my people out of your 
hand, and they shall be no more in your hand to be hunted ; 
and ye shall know that I am the Lord. Because with lies ye 22 
have made the heart of the righteous sad, whom I have not 
made sad ; and strengthened the hands of the wicked, that he 
should not return from his wicked way, “ * by promising him 
life : therefore ye shall see no more vanity, nor divine divina- 23 
tions : for I will deliver my people out of your hand : and ye 
shall know that I am the Lord. 

EZEKIEL ^iv. 

1 God answereih idolaters according to their own heart. 6 They are exhorted to repent^ 
for fear of judgment by means of seduced prophets. 12 God's irrevocable sentence of 
famine i 15 of noisome beasts, 17 of the sword, \0 and of pestilence. 22 A remnant 
shall be reserved for example of others. 

Then came certain of the elders of Israel unto me, and sat l 
before me. And the word of the Lord came unto me, saying, 2 
Son of man, these men have set up their idols in their heart, 3 
and put the stumblingblock of their iniquity before their face: 
should I be enquired of at all by them ? Therefore speak unto 4 
them, and say unto them, Thus saith the Lord God; Every 
man of the house of Israel that setteth up his idols in his heart, 
and putteth the stumblingblock of his iniquity before his face, 
and cometh to the prophet; I the Lord will answer him that 
cometh according to the multitude of his idols ; that I may take 5 
the house of Israel in their own heart, because they are all 
estranged from me through their idols. 

Therefore say unto the house of Israel, Thus saith the Lord 6 
God; Repent, and turn ^yourselves from your idols; and turn 
away your faces from all your abominations. For every one of 7 
the house of Israel, or of the stranger that sojourneth in Israel, 
which separateth himself from me, and setteth up his idols in 
his heart, and putteth the stumblingblock of his iniquity before 
his face, and cometh to a prophet to enquire of him concerning 
me; I the Lord will answer him by myself: and I will set my 8 
face against that man, and will make him a ^ sign and a proverb, 
and I will cut him off from the midst of my people ; and ye 
shall know that I am the Lord. And if the prophet be 9 
deceived when he hath spoken a thing, I the Lord ^have 
deceived that prophet, and I will stretch out my hand upon 
him, and will destroy him from the midst of my people Israel. 
And they shall bear the punishment of their iniquity : the 10 
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punishment of the prophet shall be even as the punishment of A.C. 594. 

11 him that seeketh unto him ; that the house of Israel may go no 
more astray from me, neither be polluted any more with all 
their transgressions ; but that they may be my people, and I 
may be their God, saith the Lord God. 

12, 13 The word of the Lord came again to me, saying. Son of 
man, when the land sinneth against me by trespassing griev- 
ously, then will I stretch out mine hand upon it, and will break 
the ^ staff of the bread thereof, and will send famine upon it, b Lev. xxvi. 

14 and will cut off man and beast from it : ‘^though these three & le*'" 
men, Noah, Daniel, and Job, were in it, they should deliver 
but their own souls by their righteousness, saith the Lord 
God. 

15 If I cause noisome beasts to pass through the land, and they 

^ spoil it, so that it be desolate, that no man may pass through bereave. 

16 because of the beasts : though these three men were ® in it, as I 
live, saith the Lord God, they shall deliver neither sons nor 
daughters ; they only shall be delivered, but the land shall be 
desolate. 

17 Ov if 1 bring a sword upon that land, and say. Sword, go 
through the land ; so that I cut off man and beast from it : 

,18 though these three men were in it, as I live, saith the Lord 
God, they shall deliver neither sons nor daughters, but they 
only shall be delivered themselves. 

19 Or if I send a pestilence into that land, and pour out my 

20 fury upon it in blood, to cut off from it man and beast : though 
Noah, Daniel, and Job, tcere in it, as I live, saith the Lord 
God, they shall deliver neither son nor daughter ; they shall 

21 hut deliver their own souls by their righteousness. For thus 

saith the Lord God; ^How much more when I send my four fOr,Auo 
sore judgments upon Jerusalem, the sword, and the famine, and 
the noisome beast, and the pestilence, to cut off from it man 
and beast? 

22 Yet, behold, therein shall be left a remnant that shall be 
brought forth, both sons and daughters: behold, they shall 
come forth unto you, and ye shall see their way and their 
doings : and ye shall be comforted concerning the evil that I 
have brought upon Jerusalem, even concerning all that I have 

23 brought upon it. And they shall comfort you, when ye see 
their ways and their doings : and ye shall know that I have not 
done without cause all that I have done in it, saith the Lord 
God. 

EZEKIEL XV. 

l By the unfitness of the vine branch for any work 6 w shewed the rejection of 

Jerusalem. 

1, 2 And the word of the Lord came unto me, saying, Son of 
man, What is the vine tree more than any tree, or than a branch 
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A.c. 594. which is among the trees of the forest ? Shall wood be taken 3 
' * thereof to do any work ? or will men take a pin of it to hang 

any vessel thereon ? Behold, it is cast into the fire for fuel ; the 4 
fire devoureth both the ends of it, and the midst of it is burned. 
itprosp^f^ ^ meet for any work? Behold, when it was whole, it was 5 
h Heb. made ^ meet for no work : how much less shall it be meet yet for any 
work, when the fire hath devoured it, and it is burned ? 

Therefore thus saith the Lord God ; As the vine tree among 6 
the trees of the forest, which I have given to the fire for fuel, 
so will I give the inhabitants of Jerusalem. And I will set my 7 
face against them ; they shall go out from one fire, and another 
fire shall devour them; and ye shall know that I am the Lord, 
when I set my face against them. And I will make the land 8 
i Heb. ires- desolate, because they have ^ committed a trespass, saith the 
pa^edaire. Lord GoD. 

EZEKIEL XVI. 

1 Under the similitude of a wretched infant is shewed the natural state of Jerusalem. 
6 God's extraordinary love towards her. 15 Her monstrous whoredom. 35 Her 
grievous judgment. 44 Her sin, matching her mother, and exceeding her sisters, 
Sodom and Samaria, calleth for judgments. 60 Mercy is promised her in the end. 

Again the word of the Lord came unto me, saying. Son of 1,2 
man, cause Jerusalem to know her abominations, and say, Thus 3 
or Lord God unto Jerusalem ; Thy ^ birth and thy 

habitation. ’ nativity is of the land of Canaan ; thy father was an Amorite, 

and thy mother an Hittite. And as for thy nativity, in the 4 
day thou wast born thy navel was not cut, neither wast thou 
\?oked^oi water ^ to supple thee ; thou wast not salted at all, nor 

thee"! swaddled at all. None eye pitied thee, to do any of these unto 5 
thee, to have compassion upon thee ; but thou wast cast out in 
the open field, to the lothing of thy person, in the day that thou 
wast born. 

And when I passed by thee, and saw thee ^ polluted in thine 6 
own blood, I said unto thee when thou wast in thy blood, Live ; 
yea, I said unto thee when thou wast in thy blood. Live. I have 7 
"if^^arnTmon ” ^a^sed thee to multiply as the bud of the field, and thou hast 
o Heb. orna- increased and waxen great, and thou art come to excellent 
ornaments: thy breasts are fashioned, and thine hair is grown, 
whereas thou wast naked and bare. Now when I passed by 8 
thee, and looked upon thee, behold, thy time was the time of 
love ; and I spread my skirt over thee, and covered thy naked- 
ness : yea, I sware unto thee, and entered into a covenant with 
thee, saith the Lord God, and thou becamest mine. Then 9 
washed I thee with water ; yea, I thoroughly washed away thy 
p Heb. d/oo*. p blood from thee, and I anointed thee with oil. I clothea thee 10 
also with broidered work, and shod thee with badgers’ skin, and 
I rirded thee about with fine linen, and I covered thee with 
silk. I decked thee also with ornaments, and I put bracelets 11 
upon thy hands, and a chain on thy neck. And I put a jewel 12 
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on thy ^ forehead, and earrings in thine ears, and a beautiful 

13 crown upon thine head. Thus wast thou decked with gold and 
silver; and thy raiment was of fine linen, and silk, and 
broidered work; thou didst eat fine flour, and honey, and oil: 
and thou wast exceeding beautiful, and thou didst prosper into 

14 a kingdom. And thy renown went forth among the heathen 
for thy beauty : for it was perfect through my comeliness, which 
I had put upon thee, saith the Lord God. 

15 But thou didst trust in thine own beauty, and playedst the 
harlot because of thy renown, and pouredst out thy fornications 

16 on every one that passed by ; his it was. And of thy garments 
thou didst take, and deckedst thy high places with divers colours, 
and playedst the harlot thereupon : the like things shall not come, 

17 neither shall it be so. Thou hast also taken thy fair jewels of 
my gold and of my silver, which I had given thee, and madest 
to thyself images ^ of men, and didst commit whoredom with 

18 them, and tookedst thy broidered garments, and coveredst 
them : and thou hast set mine oil and mine incense before them. 

19 My meat also which I gave thee, fine flour, and oil, and honey, 
loherewith 1 fed thee, thou hast even set it before them for * a 

20 sweet savour : and thus it was, saith the Lord God. Moreover 
thou hast taken thy sons and thy daughters, whom thou hast 
borne unto me, and these hast thou sacrificed unto them ^ to be 

21 devoured. Is this of thy whoredoms a small matter, that thou 
hast slain my children, and delivered them to cause them to 

22 pass through the fire for them ? And in all thine abominations 
and thy whoredoms thou hast not remembered the days of thy 
youth, when thou wast naked and bare, and wast polluted in 

23 thy blood. And it came to pass after all thy wickedness, (woe, 

24 woe unto thee ! saith the Lord God;) that thou hast also built 
unto thee an ^ eminent place, and hast made thee an high place 

25 in every street. Thou hast built thy high place at every head 
of the way, and hast made thy beauty to be abhorred, and hast 
opened thy feet to every one that passed by, and multiplied thy 

26 whoredoms. Thou hast also committed fornication with the 
Egyptians thy neighbours, great of flesh ; and hast increased 

27 thy whoredoms, to provoke me to anger. Behold, therefore I 
have stretched out my hand over thee, and have diminished 
thine ordinary food^ and delivered thee unto the will of them 
that hate thee, the ^daughters of the Philistines, which are 

28 ashamed of thy lewd way. Thou hast played the whore also 
with the Assyrians, because thou wast unsatiable ; yea, tliou 
hast played the harlot with them, and yet couldest not be 

29 satisfied. Thou hast moreover multiplied thy fornication in 
the land of Canaan unto Chaldea; and yet tliou wast not satis- 

30 fieri herewith. How weak is thine heart, saith the Lord God, 
seeing thou doest all these things^ the work of an imperious 

31 whorish w^oman ; ^ in that thou buildest thine eminent place in 


A.C. 594. 

q Heb. note ; 
See Is. iii. 21. 


r Heb. of a 
male. 


s Heb. a sa- 
vour of rest. 


t Heb. to de- 
vour. 


u Or, brothel 
house. 


X Or, cities. 


y Or, In thy 
dauyhters it 
thine, 4‘c- 
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A.c. 594. the head of every way, and makest thine high place in every 
' ' street ; and hast not been as an harlot, in that thou scornest 

hire ; hut as a wife that committeth adultery, which taketh 32 
strangers instead of her husband ! they give gifts to all whores : 33 
*Heb.6ri6«#^ but thou givest thy gifts to all thy lovers, and ^hirest them, 
that they may come unto thee on every side for thy whoredom. 
And the contrary is in thee from other women in thy whore- 34 
doms, whereas none followeth thee to commit whoredoms : and 
in that thou givest a reward, and no reward is given unto thee, 
therefore thou art contrary. 

Wherefore, O harlot, hear the word of the Lord : Thus 35,36 
saith the Lord God ; Because thy filthiness was poured out, 
and thy nakedness discovered through thy whoredoms with thy 
lovers, and with all the idols of thy abominations, and by the 
blood of thy children, which thou didst give unto them ; behold, 37 
therefore 1 will gather all thy lovers, with whom thou hast 
taken pleasure, and all them that thou hast loved, with all them 
that thou hast hated; I will even gather them round about 
against thee, and will discover thy nakedness unto them, that 
jud^menL% ^^^7 ti^kedness. And I will judge thee, ®as38 

ju gmen o . break wedlock and shed blood are judged ; and I 

will give thee blood in fury and jealousy. And I will also 39 
give thee into their hand, and they shall throw down thine emi- 
nent place, and shall break down thy high places : they shall 
bHeb.»n#<rtt- Strip tlicc also of thy clothes, and shall take ^ thy fair jewels, and 
^J^®{f*”Meave thee naked and bare. They shall also bring up a com- 40 
pany against thee, and they shall stone thee with stones, 
c 2 Kin. XXV. and thrust thee through with their swords. And they shall ® burn 41 
9 . jer. lu. 13. houses with fire, and execute judgments upon thee in the 

sight of many w^omen : and I will cause thee to cease from 
playing the harlot, and thou also shalt give no hire any more. 

So will I make my fury toward thee to rest, and my jealousy 42 
shall depart from thee, and I will be quiet, and will be no 
more angry. Because thou hast not remembered the days of 43 
thy youth, but hast fretted me in all these things ; behold, 
therefore I also will recompense thy way upon thine head, saith 
the Lord God : and thou shalt not commit this lewdness above 
all thine abominations. 

Behold, every one that useth proverbs shall use this proverb 44 
against thee, saying, As is the mother, so is her daughter. Thou 
art thy mother’s daughter, that lotheth her husband and her 45 
children; and thou art the sister of thy sisters, w'hich lothed their 
husbands and their children : your mother was an Hittite, and 
your father an Amorite. And thine elder sister is Samaria, she 46 
d Heb. Imer and her daughters that dwell at thy left hand, and ^ thy younger 
than thou. gig|;er, that dwelleth at thy right hand, is Sodom and her daughters. 47 

Yct hast thou not walked after their ways, nor done after their 
abominations : but, * as j/* that were a very little things thou wast 
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48 corrupted more than they in all thy ways. As I live, saith the A.c. 594. 
Lord God, Sodom thy sister hath not done, she nor her daugh- 

49 ters, as thou hast done, thou and thy daughters. Behold, this 
was the iniquity of thy sister Sodom, pride, fulness of bread, 
and abundance of idleness was in her and in her daughters, nei- 

50 ther did she strengthen the hand of the poor and needy. And 
they were haughty, and committed abomination before me : 

51 therefore took them away as I saw ^ood. Neither hath ^ 24 . 

Samaria committed half of thy sins ; but thou hast multiplied 

thine abominations more than they, and hast justified thy sisters 

52 in all thine abominations which thou hast done. Thou also, which 
hast judged thy sisters, bear thine own shame for thy sins that 
thou hast committed more abominable than they : they are more 
righteous than thou : yea, be thou confounded also, and bear 

53 thy shame, in that thou hast justified thy sisters. When I shall 
bring again their captivity, the captivity of Sodom and her 
daughters, and the captivity of Samaria and her daughters, 
then will I bring again the captivity of thy captives in the midst 

54 of them : that thou mayest bear thine own shame, and mayest 
be confounded in all that thou hast done, in that thou art a com- 

55 fort unto them. When thy sisters, Sodom and her daughters, 
shall return to their former estate, and Samaria and her daugh- 
ters shall return to their former estate, then thou and thy daugh- 

50 ters shall return to your former estate. For thy sister Sodom 

57 was not s mentioned by thy mouth in the day of thy ^ pride, gHeb./orrt 
before thy wickedness was discovered, as at the time of thy 
reproach of the daughters of ^ Syria, and all that are round about 

her, the daughters of the Philistines, which ^ despise thee round 

58 about. Thou hast ^ borne thy lewdness and thine abominations, k ov^ spou. 

59 saith the Lord. For thus saith the Lord God ; I will even 
deal with thee as thou hast done, which hast despised the oath 
in breaking the covenant. 

60 Nevertheless I will remember my covenant with thee in the 
days of thy youth, and I will establish unto thee an everlasting 

61 covenant. Then thou shalt remember thy ways, and be 
ashamed, when thou shalt receive thy sisters, thine elder and 

thy younger : and I will give them unto thee for ™ daughters, ^ ^ai. iv. 20 . 

62 but not by thy covenant. And I will establish my covenant 

63 with thee ; and thou shalt know that I am the Lord : that thou 
mayest remember, and be confounded, and never open thy 
mouth any more because of thy shame, when I am pacified to- 
ward thee for all that thou hast done, saith the Lord God. 

EZEKIEL XVII. 

l Under the parable of two eagles and a vinCy M is shewed God*s judgment upon Jeru- 
salem for revolting from Babylon to Egypt. 22 God promiseth to plant the cedar of 
the Gospel. 

1, 2 And the word of the Lord came unto me, saying, Son of man> 
put forth a riddle, and speak a parable unto the house of 
VOL, II. M m 
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n Heb. em- 
broidering. 


0 Heb. put it 
in a field of 
teed. 


p Heb. field. 


q Heb. 
brought him 
to an oath. 


r Heb. to keep 
hit covenant, 
to stand to it. 


sch. xii. 13. 
& xxxii. 3. 


^ Israel ; and say, Thus saith the Lord God; A great eagle with 3 
great wings, longwinged, full of feathers, which had “ divers 
colours, came unto Lebanon, and took the highest branch of the 
cedar : he cropped off the top of his young twigs, and carried 4 
it into a land of traffick ; he set it in a city of merchants. He 5 
took also of the seed of the land, and ° planted it in a fruitful 
field ; he placed it by great waters, and set it as a willow tree. 
And it grew, and became a spreading vine of low stature, whose 6 
branches turned toward him, and the roots thereof were under 
him : so it became a vine, and brought forth branches, and shot 
forth sprigs. There was also another great eagle with great 7 
wings and many feathers : and, behold, this vine did bend her 
roots toward him, and shot forth her branches toward him, that 
he might water it by the furrows of her plantation. It was 8 
planted in a good Psoil by great waters, that it might bring forth 
branches, and that it might bear fruit, that it might be a goodly 
vine. Say thou. Thus saith the Lord God; Shall it prosper? 9 
shall he not pull up the roots thereof, and cut off the fruit 
thereof, that it wither ? it shall wither in all the leaves of 
her spring, even without great power or many people to pluck 
it up by the roots thereof. Yea, behold, being planted, shall it 10 
prosper ? shall it not utterly wither, when the east wind 
toucheth it ? it shall wither in the furrows where it grew. 

Moreover the word of the Lord came unto me, saying, Say ii, 12 
now to the rebellious house. Know ye not what these things 
mean ? tell them^ Behold, the king of Babylon is come to Jeru- 
salem, and hath taken the king thereof, and the princes thereof, 
and led them with him to Babylon; and hath taken of the 13 
king’s seed, and made a covenant with him, and hath ^ taken 
an oath of him : he hath also taken the mighty of the land : 
that the kingdom might be base, that it might not lift itself up, 14 
^ but that by keeping of his covenant it might stand. But he 15 
rebelled against him in sending his ambassadors into Egypt, that 
they might give him horses and much people. Shall lie pros- 
per ? shall he escape that doeth such things ? or shall he break 
the covenant, and be delivered ? As I live, saith the Lord God, 16 
surely in the place where the king dwelleth that made him king, 
whose oath he despised, and whose covenant he brake, even 
with him in the midst of Babylon he shall die. Neither shall 17 
Pharaoh with his mighty army and great company make for him 
in the war, by casting up mounts, and building forts, to cut off 
many persons : seeing he despised the oath by breaking the 18 
covenant, when, lo, he had given his hand, and hath done all 
these things^ he shall not escape. Therefore thus saith the 19 
Lord God ; As I live, surely mine oath that he hath despised, 
and my covenant that he hath broken, even it will I recom- 
pense upon his own head. And I will ® spread my net upon 20 
him, and he shall be taken in my snare, and I will bring him to 
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Babylon, and will plead with him there for his trespass that he A.c. 594. 

21 hath trespassed against. me. And all his fugitives with all his ^ ^ 

bands shall fall the sword, and they that remain shall be 
scattered toward all winds : and ye shall know that I the Lord 

have spoken it, 

22 Thus saith the Lord God ; I will also take of the highest 
branch of the high cedar, and will set it ; I will crop off from 
the top of his young twigs a tender one, and will plant it upon 

23 an high mountain and eminent: in the mountain of the height 
of Israel will I plant it : and it shall bring forth boughs, and 
bear fruit, and be a goodly cedar : and under it shall dwell all 
fowl of every wing; in the shadow of the branches thereof 

24 shall they dwell. And all the trees of the field shall know 
that I the Lord have brought down the high tree, have ex- 
alted the low tree, have dried up the green tree, and have 
made the dry tree to flourish : I the Lord have spoken and 
have done it, 

EZEKIEL xviii. 

I God reproveth the unjust parable of sour grapes. 5 He shcweth how he dealeth with a 
just father : 10 ivith a wicked son of a jusi father : 14 with a just son of a wicked 
father : 19 with a wicked man repenting : 24 with a just man revolting. 25 He rfe- 
fendeth his justice, 31 and exhorteth to repentance. 

1, 2 The word of the Lord came unto me again, saying, What 
mean ye, that ye use this proverb concerning the land of Israel, 
saying. The ^ fathers have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s ^ xx.vi. 

3 teeth are set on edge? As 1 live, saith the Lord God, ye shall 

4 not have occasion any more to use this proverb in Israel. Be- 
hold, all souls are mine ; as the soul of the father, so also the 
soul of the son is mine : the soul that sinneth, it shall die. 

5 But if a man be just, and do that which is lawful and right, 

6 and hath not eaten upon the mountains, neither hath lifted up justice. 
his eyes to the idols of the house of Israel, neither hath ^ de* xviii. 
filed his neighbour’s wife, neither hath come near to ^a men- yLev.xvih. 

7 struous woman, and hath not * oppressed any, bid hath restored i 
to the debtor his ^pledge, hath spoiled none by violence, hath 

^ given his bread to the hungry, and hath covered the naked a ex. xxii. 26 . 

8 with a garment; he that hath not given forth upon usury, 12 !^^ 
neither hath taken any increase, that hath withdrawn his hand ^ 
from iniquity, hath executed true judgment between man andMau^xxv. 

9 man, hath walked in my statutes, and hath kept my judg- c Ex.‘xxii.25. 
ments, to deal truly; he is just, he shall surely live, saith the 

Lord God. **'5 

10 If he beget a son that is a ^ robber, a shedder of blood, and d of breaker 

II ^that doeth the like to an^ one of these things^ and that doeth 

not any of those duties^ but even hath eaten upon the moun- hro^ 

12 tains, and defiled his neighbour’s wife, hath oppressed the poor ther besides 
and needy, hath spoiled bjr violence, hath not restored 
pledge, and hath lifted up his eyes to the idols, hath committed 

Mm2 
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A.c. 694. abomination, hath given forth upon usury, and hath taken 13 
’ " * increase : shall he then live ? he shall not live : he hath done 

fHeb. blood*. ^11 thcsc abominations ; he shall surely die; his ^ blood shall be 
upon him. 

Now, lo, ijT he beget a son, that seeth all his father’s sins 14 
which he hath done, and considereth, and doeth not such like, 
t/iat hath not eaten upon the mountains, neither hath lifted up 15 
his eyes to the idols of the house of Israel, hath not defiled his 
gHeb. neighbour’s wife, neither hath oppressed any, ^ hath not with- 16 
the pledge t or, holden the pledge, neither hath spoiled by violence, hut hath 
^pted^e!^ given his bread to the hungry, and liath covered the naked with 

a garment, that hath taken on his hand from the poor, that hath 17 
not received usury nor increase, hath executed my judgments, 
hath walked in my statutes ; he shall not die for the iniquity of 
his father, he shall surely live. A.^ for his father, because he 18 
cruelly oppressed, spoiled his brother by violence, and did that 
which is not good among his people, lo, even he shall die in his 
iniquity. 

Yet say ye, Why ? doth not the son bear the iniquity of the 19 
father? When the son hath done that which is lawful and 
right, and hath kept all my statutes, and hath done them, he 
?6^2^Kiifxiv surely live. The soul that sinneth, it shall die. ^ The 20 
6. 2 chr. xxv. son shall not bear the iniquity of the father, neither shall the 
29/30. father bear the iniquity of the son : the righteousness of the 
righteous shall be upon him, and the wickedness of the wicked 
shall be upon him. But if the wicked will turn from all his sins 21 
that he hath committed, and keep all my statutes, and do that 
which is lawful and right, he shall surely live, he shall not die. 
All his transgressions that he hath committed, they shall not be 22 
mentioned unto him: in his righteousness that he hath done he 
I ch. xxxiii. j;y0^ i Have I any pleasure at all that the wicked should 23 

die ? saith the Lord God : and not that he should return from 
his ways and live ? 

But when the righteous turneth away from his righteousness, 24 
and committeth iniquity, and doeth according to all the abomi- 
nations that the wicked man doeth, shall he live ? All his 


righteousness that he hath done shall not be mentioned : in his 
trespass that he hath trespassed, and in his sin that he hath 
sinned, in them shall he die. 

Yet ye say, ^ The way of the Lord is not equal. Hear 25 
now, O house of Israel ; Is not my way equal ? are not your 
ways unequal? When a righteous man turneth away from his 26 
righteousness, and committeth iniquity, and dieth in them; 
for his iniquity that he hath done shall he die. Again, when 27 
the wicked man turneth away from his wickedness that he hath 
committed, and doeth that which is lawful and right, he shall 
save his soul alive. Because he considereth, and turneth away 28 
from all his transgressions that he hath committed, he shall 
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29 surely live, he shall not die. Yet saith the house of Israel, A.c. 594. 

The way of the Lord is not equal. O house of Israel, are not ' ^ 

30 my ways equal ? are not your ways unequal ? Therefore I 
will judge you, O house of Israel, every one according to his 

ways, saith the Lord God. ^ Repent, and turn yourselves i Matt. iii. 2 . 

from all your transgressions ; so iniquity shall not be your 

ruin. 

31 Cast away from you all your transgressions, whereby ye have 
transgressed ; and make you a “ new heart and a new spirit : » Jer. xxxn. 

32 for why will ye die, O house of Israel? For ^ I have no plea- &kxx\L 2 c^ 

sure in the death of him that dieth, saith the Lord God : ^*111 

wherefore turn ijourselves. and live ve. 9. 

p Or, others. 


EZEKIEL XIX. 


I A lamentation for the princes of Israel, under the parable of lion’s whelps taken in a 

pit, 10 and for Jerusalem, under the parable of a wasted vine. 

j Moreover take thou up a lamentation for the princes of 
Israel, 

2 And say. What is thy mother ? A lioness : she lay down 
among lions, she nourished her w^helps among young lions. 

3 And she brought up one of her whelps : it became a young 
lion, and it learned to catch the prey ; it devoured men. 

4 The nations also heard of him ; he w^as taken in their pit, 

and they brought him with chains unto the land of ^ Egypt. 33^ jer'xxii^' 

5 Now when she saw that she had waited, and her hope was 11 . 12 / 
lost, then she took another of her whelps, and made him a 
young lion. 

6 And he went up and down among the lions, he became a 
young lion, and learned to catch the prey, and devoured men. 

7 And he knew ^ their desolate palaces, and he laid vraste tlieir 
cities; and the land was desolate, and the fulness thereof, by 
the noise of his roaring, 

8 Then the nations set against him on every side from the 
provinces, and spread their net over him : he was taken in their 
pit. 

9 And they put him in ward ^in chains, and brought him to fin hook$. 
the king of Babylon : they brought him into liolds, that his 

voice should no more be heard upon the mountains of Israel. 

10 Thy mother is like a vine * in thy blood, planted by the 

waters: she was fruitful and full of branches by reason of many inthyukeuess. 
waters. 

II And she had strong rods for the sceptres of them that bare 
rule, and her stature was exalted among the thick branches, 
and she appeared in her height with the multitude of her 
branches. 

12 But she was plucked up in fury, she was cast down to the 
ground, and the east wind dried up her fruit : her strong rods 
were broken and withered ; the fire consumed them. 
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And now she is planted in the wilderness, in a dry andis 
thirsty ground. 

And fire is gone out of a rod of her branches, which 14 
hath devoured her fruit, so that she hath no strong rod to he 
a sceptre to rule. This is a lamentation, and shall be for a 
lamentation. 


§ 6. Prophecies addressed to the Elders of the Jews 

EZEKIEL XX. 

1 God refuseth to he consulted by the elders of Israel. 5 He sheweth the story of their 
rebellions in Egypt, 10 in the wilderness, 27 and in the land. 33 He promiseth to 
gather them by the Gospel. 45 Under the name of a forest he sheweth the destruction 
of Jerusalem. 

And it came to pass in the seventh year, in the fifth mouthy 1 


The place and date of this part of Ezekiel’s prophecies are assigned in chap. xx. ver. 1. A 
deputation of the elders come to the prophet, in the seventh year of his captivity, to request him to 
ask counsel of God. Ezekiel, by divine command, reminds them of God’s mercies, and their con- 
tinued idolatry, and rebellions against him, from their departure out of Egypt, to that very day. 
(chap. XX. ver. 1 — 40.) The expression (ver. 25,) “ I gave them statutes which were not good, 
and judgments whereby they should not live,” is obscure, and has been variously interpreted. The 
generality of commentators have supposed that it referred to the idolatrous statutes and judgments, 
and the corrupt principles and practices of the heathen nations, which were so prevalent among the 
Jews. Bishop Warburton is of opinion that by “ the statutes which were not good,” w'as meant the 
ritual law, which, though burthensome and grievous, was the only means of preserving the Israelites 
an independent people, and of preparing them for a more perfect and lasting covenant. Towards 
the end of the chapter, (ver. 40 — 45,) promises of mercy are held out, and their return from cap- 
tivity is foretold. The destruction of Jerusalem, (ver. 45, to the end,) is signified under the emblem 
of a forest consumed by fire. It is called the forest of the south, because it lay to the south of 
Chaldea ; where the prophet then uttered his predictions. 

In chap. xxi. ver. 1 — 18, under the emblem of a sharp sword, is predicted the destruction of the 
Jews, and (ver. 18 — 25,) of Jerusalem. The destruction is foretold in a forcible and splendid man- 
ner. God foreshews to his prophet, that the king of Babylon, coming with his army into Syria, and 
finding that the Ammonites had entered into a confederacy with Egypt, as well as Zedekiah.was in 
doubt against which of the two people he should first wage war. He decided, therefore, by adopting 
the usual custom of divining by arrows. This ceremony consisted in writing on several arrows the 
names of the cities they intended to assault, and then putting them all together promiscuously in a 
quiver; they were drawn out, as lots are drawn ; and the city whose name was written on the arrow 
first taken from the quiver, was the city upon which they first made war. That Nebuchadnezzar 
had recourse to this plan of divination seems probable from the expression in ver. 21. In our 
translation we read, “he made his arrows bright;” but the more proper rendering, according to 
Archbishop Newcome should be, “ he mingled his arrows.” There is however another mode of 
divining, which is said to be still in use, to which this expression in ver. 21, will apply with equal 
justice. In divination, the idolatrous Arabs made use of three arrows only : on one was written, ‘ My 
Lord hath commanded me and another ‘ My Lord hath forbidden me ;’ and the third was blank. 
If the first was drawn, they looked upon it as an approbation of the enterprise in question ; if the 
second, they made a contrary conclusion ; but if the third chanced to be drawn, they mixed them, 
and drew over again, till a decisive answer was obtained by one of the others. Ezekiel describes 
this proceeding of Nebuchadnezzar by prophetic anticipation. 

The subversion of the temporal kingdom of Judah leads the prophet to refer to Zedekiah, (ver. 
25 — 28,) and to predict the total overthrow of the earthly dominion of the house of David, till the 
day come, when the Messiah shall visit his people. He then predicts the overthrow of the Am- 
monites by Nebuchadnezzar, (ver. 28, to the end;) which prophecy was fulfilled five years after 
Jerusalem was destroyed. Chapter xxii. contains a recital of the sins committed in Jerusalem, by 
all ranks of people, for which severe judgments are denounced: and chap, xxiii. represents the 
idolatries of Samaria and Jerusalem under the emblem of two harlots ; and for their crimes, (ver. 22, 
to the end ;) the severest judgments are threatened to both. — Warburton’s Divine Legal, b. iv. c. 6 ; 
Hales’ 4r*al. vol. ii. p. 485; Archbp. Newcome in loc. ; Horne’s Crit. Introd. ; Note in Mant and 
D’Oyly’s Bible, on Ezek. xxii. 25. 
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the tenth day of the month, that certain of the elders of Israel A.c. 593. 
came to enquire of the Lord, and sat before me. ' ' 

2 Then came the word of the Lord unto me, saying, 

3 Son of man, speak unto the elders of Israel, and say unto 
them. Thus saith the Lord God ; Are ye come to enquire of 
me ? Asl live, saith the Lord God, I will not be enquired 
of by you. 

4 Wilt thou judge them, son of man, wilt thou judge them ? 

cause them to know the abominations of their fathers : bch. pii. 2 . 

5 And say unto them. Thus saith the Lord God ; In the day ^ 
when I chose Israel, and lifted up mine hand unto the seed of 

the house of Jacob, and made myself ^ known unto them in the &c. ’ 

land of Egypt, when I lifted up mine hand unto them, saying, 3 ^ ^ 

I am the Lord your God ; 

6 In the day that I lifted up mine hand unto them, to bring 
them forth of the land of Egypt into a land that I had espied 
for them, flowing with milk and honey, which is the glory of 
all lands : 

7 Then said I unto them, Cast ye away every man the abomi- 
nations of his eyes, and defile not yourselves with the idols of 
Egypt : I am the Lord your God. 

8 But they rebelled against me, and would not hearken unto 
me : they did not every man cast away the abominations 
of their eyes, neither did they forsake the idols of Egypt : 
then I said, I will pour out my fury upon them, to accomplish 
my anger against them in the midst of the land of Egypt. 

9 But I wrought for my name’s sake, that it should not be pol- 
luted before the heathen, among whom they were^ in whose 
sight I made myself known unto them, in bringing them forth 
out of the land of Egypt. 

10 Wherefore I ‘^caused them to go forth out of the land 
Egypt, and brought them into the wilderness. 

11 And I gave them my statutes, and ^shewed them ray judg- 

ments, ^ which if a man do, he shall even live in them. Rom 

12 Moreover also I gave them my ^'sabbaths, to be a sign be- oTm. 12 . 
tween me and them, that they might know that I am the Lord & 

that sanctify them. 

13 But the house of Israel rebelled against me in the wil- 
derness : they walked not in my statutes, and they despised 
my judgments, which if a man do, he shall even live in them; 

and my sabbaths they greatly ' polluted : then I said, I would ' 2 ?. 

pour out my fury upon them in the ^ wilderness, to consume 
them. P8.CV123. 

14 But I wrought for my name’s sake, that it should not be 
polluted before the heathen, in whose sight I brought them 
out. 

15 Yet also I lifted up my hand unto them in the wilderness, 
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that I would not bring them into the land which I had given 
them^ flowing with milk and honey, which is the glory of all 
lands ; 

Because they despised my judgments, and walked not in my 16 
statutes, but polluted my sabbaths : for their heart went after 
their idols. 

Nevertheless mine eye spared them from destroying them, i7 
neither did I make an end of them in the wilderness. 

But I said unto their children in the wilderness, Walk ye 18 
not in the statutes of your fathers, neither observe their judg- 
ments, nor defile yourselves with their idols : 

I am the Lord your God ; walk in my statutes, and keep 19 
my judgments, and do them ; 

And hallow my sabbaths ; and they shall be a sign between 20 
me and you, that ye may know that I am the Lord your 
God. 

Notwithstanding the children rebelled against me : they 21 
walked not in my statutes, neither kept my judgments to do 
them, which if a man do, he shall even live in them; they 
polluted my sabbaths : then I said, I would pour out my fury 
upon them, to accomplish my anger against them in the wil- 
derness. 

Nevertheless I withdrew mine hand, and wrought for my 22 
name’s sake, that it should not be polluted in the sight of the 
heathen, in whose sight I brought them forth. 

I lifted up mine hand unto them also in the wilderness, that 23 
I would scatter them among the heathen, and disperse them 
through the countries ; 

Because they had not executed my judgments, but had 24 
despised my statutes, and had polluted my sabbaths, and their 
eyes were after their fathers’ idols. 

Wherefore I gave them also statutes that were not good, and 25 
judgments whereby they should not live ; 

And I polluted them in their own gifts, in that they caused 26 
1 ch. xvi. 21. to pass ^ through the fire all that openeth the womb, that I might 
make them desolate, to the end that they might know that I 
am the Lord. 

Therefore, son of man, speak unto the house of Israel, and 27 
say unto them. Thus saith the Lord God; Yet in this your 
have blasphemed me, in that they have ^ committed a 
trespass against me. 

For when I had brought them into the land,^r the which 1 28 
lifted up mine hand to give it to them, then they saw every 
high hill, and all the thick trees, and they ofiered there their 
sacrifices, and there they presented the provocation of their 
offering : there also th^ made their sweet savour, and poured 
out there their drink offerings. 
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29 Then “ I said unto them, What is the high place where- A.C. 693. 
unto ye go ? And the name thereof is called Hamah unto this n or, itoia 

them what the 

J ^ high place 

30 Wherefore say unto the house of Israel, Thus saith the Lord 
Gop ; Are ye polluted after the manner of your fathers ? and 
commit ye whoredom after their abominations ? 

31 For when ye offer your gifts, when ye make your sons to 
pass through the fire, ye pollute yourselves with all your idols, 
even unto this day : and shall I be enquired of by you, O 
house of Israel ? As \ live, saith the Lord God, I will not be 
enquired of by you. 

32 And that which cometh into your mind shall not be at all, 
that ye say, We will be as the heathen, as the families of the 
countries, to serve wood and stone. 

33 As I live, saith the Lord God, surely with a mighty hand, 
and with a stretched out arm, and with fury poured out, will I 
rule over you : 

34 And I will bring you out from the people, and will gather 
you out of the countries wherein ye are scattered, with a 
mighty hand, and with a stretched out arm, and with fury 
poured out. 

35 And 1 will bring you into the wilderness of the people, 
and there will I plead with you face to face. 

36 Like as I pleaded with your fathers in the wilderness of 
the land of Egypt, so will 1 plead with you, saith the Lord 
God. 


37 And I will cause you to pass under the rod, and I will bring 
you into ® the bond of the covenant : 

38 And I will purge out from among you the rebels, and 
them that transgress against me : I will bring them forth out 
of the country where they sojourn, and they shall not enter 
into the land of Israel : and ye shall know that I am the 
Lord. 


39 As for you, O house of Israel, thus saith the Lord God ; 

Go ye, serve ye every one his idols, and hereafter also^ if ye 
will not hearken unto me : but pollute ye my holy name no 
more with your gifts, and with your idols. 

40 For in mine holy mountain, in the mountain of the height 
of Israel, saith the Lord God, there shall all the house of 
Israel, all of them in the land, serve me : there will I accept 
them, and there will I require your offerings, and the p first- p 
fruits of your oblations, with all your holy things. 

41 I will accept you with your sweet savour, when I bring sarowr 
you out from the people, and gather you out of the countries 
wherein ye have been scattered ; and I will be sanctified in 

you before the heathen. 

42 And ye shall know that I am the Lord, when I shall bring 
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A.c. 593. you into the land of Israel, into the country for the which I 
' lifted up mine hand to give it to your fathers. 

And there shall ye remember your ways, and all your 43 
doings, wherein ye have been defiled ; and ye shall lothe your- 
selves in your own sight for all your evils that ye have com- 
mitted. 

And ye shall know that I am the Lord, when I have wrought 44 
with you for my name’s sake, not according to your wicked 
ways, nor according to your corrupt doings, O ye house of 
Israel, saith the Lord God. 

Moreover the word of the Lord came unto me, saying, 45 

Son of man, set thy face toward the south, and drop thy 46 
word toward the south, and prophesy against the forest of the 
south field; 

And say to the forest of the south, Hear the word of the 47 
Lord ; Thus saitli the Lord God; Behold, I will kindle a fire 
in thee, and it shall devour every green tree in thee, and every 
dry tree : the flaming flame shall not be quenched, and all faces 
from the south to the north shall be burned therein. 

And all flesh shall see that I the Lord have kindled it: it 48 
shall not be quenched. 

Then said I, Ah Lord God ! they say of me, Doth he not 49 
speak parables ? 


EZEKIEL XXI. 


1 Ezeldel projihesieth against Jerusalem with a sign of sighing. 8 The sharp and bright 
sword, 18 against Jerusalem, 25 against the kingdom, 28 and against the Am- 
monites. 


And the word of the Lord came unto me, saying. 

Son of man, set thy face toward Jerusalem, and drop thy 
word toward the holy places, and prophesy against the land of 
Israel, 

And say to the land of Israel, Thus saith the Lord ; Be- 
hold, I am against thee, and will draw forth my sword out of 
his sheath, and will cut off from thee the righteous and the 
wicked. 


Seeing then that I will cut off from thee the righteous and 
the wicked, therefore shall my sword go forth out of his sheath 
against all flesh from the south to the north : 

That all flesh may know that I the Lord have drawn forth 
my sword out of his sheath : it shall not return any more. 

Sigh, therefore, thou son of man, with the breaking of thy 
loins ; and with bitterness sigh before their eyes. 

And it shall be, when they say unto thee. Wherefore sighest 
thou? that thou shalt answer. For the tidings; because it 


cometh : and every heart shall melt, and all liands shall be 
feeble, and every spirit shall faint, and all knees shall be weak 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 
7 
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as water : behold, it cometh, and shall be brought to pass, saith 
the Lord God. 

8 Again the word of the Lord came unto me, saying, 

9 Son of man, prophesy, and say. Thus saith the Lord ; Say, 
A sword, a sword is sharpened, and also furbished : 

10 It is sharpened to make a sore slaughter : it is furbished that 
it may glitter : should we then make mirth ? it ® contemneth 
the rod of my son, as every tree. 

11 And he hath given it to be furbished, that it may be handled: 
this sword is sharpened, and it is furbished, to give it into the 
hand of the slayer. 

12 Cry and howl, son of man : for it shall be upon my people, 
it shall be upon all the princes of Israel : Herrors by reason of 
the sword shall be upon my people : smite therefore upon thy 
thigh. 

13 ^ Because it is a trial, and what if the sword contemn even 
the rod ? it shall be no more, saith the Lord God. 

14 Thou therefore, son of man, prophesy, and smite thine ^ hands 
together, and let the sword be doubled the third time, the sword 
of the slain : it is the sword of the great men that are slain, 
which entereth into their privy chambers. 

15 I have set the ^ point of the sword against all their gates, 
that their heart may faint, and their ruins be multiplied : ah ! it 
is made bright, it is ^ wrapped up for the slaughter. 

16 Go thee one way or other, ^either on the right hand, or on 
the left, whithersoever thy face is set. 

17 I will also smite mine hands together, and I will cause my 
fury to rest: I the Lord have said it 

18 The word of the Lord came unto me again, saying, 

19 Also, thou son of man, appoint thee two ways, that the sword 
of the king of Babylon may come : both twain shall come forth 
out of one land : and choose thou a place, choose it at the head 
of the way to the city. 

20 Appoint a way, that the sword may come to Rabbath of the 
Ammonites, and to Judah in Jerusalem the defenced. 

21 For the king of Babylon stood at the parting of the way, 
at the head of the two ways, to use divination : he made his 
^ arrows bright, he consulted with ® images, he looked in the 
liver. 

22 At his right hand was the divination for Jerusalem, to ap- 
point captains, to open the mouth in the slaughter, to lift up 
the voice with shouting, to appoint battering rams against the 
gates, to cast a mount, and to build a fort. 

23 And it shall be unto them as a false divination in their sight, 
^ to them that have sworn oaths : but he will call to remem- 
brance the iniquity, that they may be taken. 

24 Therefore thus saith the Lord God ; Because ye have made 
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your iniquity to be remembered, in that your transgressions 
are discovered, so that in all your doings your sins do appear ; 
because, I say^ that ye are come to remembrance, ye shall be 
taken with the hand. 

And thou, profane wicked prince of Israel, whose day is 25 
come, when iniquity shall have an end, 

Thus saith the Lord God ; Remove the diadem, and take 26 
off the crown : this shall not he the same : exalt him that is low, 
and abase him that is high. 

^ I will overturn, overturn, overturn, it : and it shall be 27 
no more^ until he come whose right it is ; and I will give it 
him. 

And thou, son of man, prophesy and say, Thus saith the 28 
Lord God concerning the Ammonites, and concerning their 
reproach ; even say thou, The sword, the sword is drawn : for 
the slaughter it is furbished, to consume because of the glitter - 
nig: 

Whiles they see vanity unto thee, whiles they divine a lie 29 
unto thee, to bring thee upon the necks of them that are slain, 
of the wicked, whose day is come, when their iniquity shall 
have an end. 

^ Shall I cause it to return into his sheath ? I will judge 30 
thee in the place where thou wast created, in the land of thy 
nativity. 

And I will pour out mine indignation upon thee, I will blow 31 
against thee in the fire of my wrath, and deliver thee into the 
hand of ^ brutish men, and skilful to destroy. 

Thou shalt be for fuel to the fire ; thy blood shall be in the 32 
midst of the land ; thou shalt be no more remembered : for I 
the Lord have spoken it. 

EZEKIEL XXII. 

1 A catalogue of sins in Jerusalem, 13 God will burn them as dross in his furnace. 

23 The general corruption of prophets, priests, princes, and people. 

Moreover the word of the Lord came unto me, saying, l 

Now, thou son of man, “wilt thou "judge, wilt thou judge 2 
the ® bloody city ? yea, thou shalt p shew her all her abomina- 
tions. 

Then say thou, Thus saith the Lord God ; The city shed- 3 
deth blood in the midst of it, that her time may come, and 
maketh idols against herself to defile herself. 

Thou art become guilty in thy blood that thou hast ^ shed ; 4 
and hast defiled thyself in thine idols which thou hast made ; 
and thou hast caused thy days to draw near, and art come even 
unto thy years : therefore have I made thee a reproach unto 
the heathen, and a mocking to all countries. 

Those that be near, and those that he far from thee, shall mock 5 
thee, which art ^ infamous and much vexed. 
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6 Behold, the princes of Israel, every one were in thee to A.c. 593. 

their ® power to shed blood. s'h^. 

7 In thee have they set light by father and mother : in the 

midst of thee have they dealt by ^oppression with the stranger : ^ or, deceit. 
in thee have they vexed the fatherless and the widow. 

8 Thou hast despised mine holy things, and hast profaned my 
sabbaths. 

9 In thee are men that carry tales to shed blood : and in thee 
they eat upon the mountains : in the midst of thee they com- 
mit lewdness. 

10 In thee have they ^discovered their fathers’ nakedness : g 

in thee have they humbled her that was set ^ apart for pollu- xviii. 
tion. 

11 And ^one hath committed abomination ^with his neighbour’s 
wife; and ^another hath ® lewdly defiled his daughter in law; 

and another in thee hath humbled his ^ sister, his father’s ^ or, every 

daughter. C Or, by lewd- 

12 In thee have they taken gifts to shed blood; thou hast y 

taken usury and increase, and thou hast greedily gained of thy 
neighbours by extortion, and hast forgotten me, saith the Lord 

God. 

13 Behold, therefore I have ® smitten mine hand at thy dis- xxi. 17. 
honest gain which thou hast made, and at thy blood which hath 

been in the midst of thee. 

14 Can thine heart endure, or can thine hands be strong, in 
the days that I shall deal with thee ? I the Lord have spoken 
itf and will do it. 

15 And I will scatter thee among the heathen, and disperse 
thee in the countries, and will consume thy filthiness out of 
thee. 

16 And thou ^shalt take thine inheritance in thyself in IrofaneT 
sight of the heathen, and thou shalt know that I am the 
Lord. 

17 And the word of the Lord came unto me, saying, 

18 Son of man, the house of Israel is to me become dross: all 

they are brass, and tin, and iron, and lead, in the midst of the 
furnace ; they are eveii the ^ dross of silver. gHeb.droMM. 

19 Therefore thus saith the Lord God; Because ye are all 
become dross, behold, therefore I will gather you into the midst 
of Jerusalem. 

20 ^ As they gather silver, and brass, and iron, and lead, and 

tin, into the midst of the furnace, to blow the fire upon it, to gathering. 
melt it ; so will I gather you in mine anger and in my fury, 
and I will leave you there^ and melt you. 

21 Yea, I will gather you, and blow upon you in the fire of my 
wrath, and ye shall be melted in the midst thereof. 

22 As silver is melted in the midst of the furnace, so shall ye 
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be melted in the midst thereof ; and ye shall know that I the 
Lord have poured out my fury upon you. 

And the word of the Lord came unto me, saying, 23 

Son of man, say unto her. Thou art the land that is not 24 
cleansed, nor rained upon in the day of indignation. 

There is a conspiracy of her prophets in the midst thereof, 25 
like a roaring lion ravening the prey ; they ^ have devoured 
souls ; they have taken the treasure and precious things ; they 
have made her many widows in the midst thereof. 

Her priests have ^ violated my law, and have profaned mine 26 
holy things : they have put no difference between the holy and 
profane, neither have they shewed difference between the un- 
clean and the clean, and have hid their eyes from my sabbaths, 
and I am profaned among them. 

Her ^princes in the midst thereof are like wolves ravening 27 
the prey, to shed blood, and to destroy souls, to get dishonest 
gain. 

And her prophets have daubed them with untempered morter^ 28 
seeing vanity, and divining lies unto them, saying. Thus saith 
the Lord God, when the Lord hath not spoken. 

The people of the land have used ^ oppression, and exercised 29 
robbery, and have vexed the poor and needy : yea, they have 
oppressed the stranger ” wrongfully. 

And I sought for a man among them, that should make up 30 
the hedge, and stand in the gap before me for the land, that I 
should not destroy it : but I found none. 

Therefore have I poured out mine indignation upon them; 31 
I have consumed them with the fire of my wrath : their 
own way have I recompensed upon their heads, saith the Lord 
God. 


EZEKIEL XXIIl. 

1 The whoredoms of Aholah and Aholihah. 22 Aholibah is to be plagued by her lovers. 
36 The prophet reproveth the adulteries of them both^ 45 and sheweth their judg- 
ments. 

The word of the Lord came again unto me, saying, i 

Son of man, there were two women, the daughters of one 2 
mother : 

And they committed whoredoms in Egypt ; they committed 3 
whoredoms in their youth : there were their breasts pressed, 
and there they bruised the teats of their virginity. 

And the names of them were Aholah the elder, and Aholibah 4 
her sister : and they were mine, and they bare sons and daugh- 
teltlfiltL^er- Thus Were their names; Samaria is "Aholah, and Jeru- 

nacle. ^ Salem p Aholibah. 

iabernaeU in And Aholah played the harlot when she was mine ; and she 5 
**** doted on her lovers, on the Assyrians her neighbours, 
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0 Which were clothed with blue, captains and rulers, all of them 
desirable young men, horsemen riding upon horses. 

7 Thus she ^committed her whoredoms with them, with all them 
that were ^ the chosen men of Assyria, and with all on whom 
she doted : with all their idols she defiled herself. 

8 Neither left she her whoredoms brought from Egypt: for in 
her youth they lay with her, and they bruised the breasts of her 
virginity, and poured their whoredom upon her. 

9 Wherefore I have delivered her into the hand of her lovers, 
into the hand of the ® Assyrians, upon whom she doted. 

10 These discovered her nakedness : they took her sons and her 
daughters, and slew her with the sword : and she became 
* famous among women : for they had executed judgment upon 
her. 

11 And when her sister Aholibah saw this^ ^ she was more corrupt 
in her inordinate love than she, and in her whoredoms ^ more 
than her sister in her whoredoms. 

12 She doted upon the ^ Assyrians her neighbours, captains and 
rulers clothed most gorgeously, horsemen riding upon horses, 
all of them desirable young men. 

13 Then I saw that she was defiled, that they took both one 
way. 

14 And that she increased her whoredoms : for when she saw 
men pourtrayed upon the wall, the images of the Chaldeans 
pourtrayed with Vermillion, 

15 Girded with girdles upon their loins, exceeding in dyed 
attire upon their heads, all of them princes to look to, after 
the manner of the Babylonians of Chaldea, the land of their 
nativity : 

16 And ^ as soon as she saw them with her eyes, she doted upon 
them, and sent messengers unto them into Chaldea. 

17 And the ^ Babylonians came to her into the bed of love, and 
they defiled her with their whoredom, and she was polluted 
with them, and her mind was ^ alienated from them. 

18 So she discovered her whoredoms, and discovered her naked- 
ness : then my mind was alienated from her, like as my mind 
was alienated from her sister. 

19 Yet she multiplied her whoredoms, in calling to remembrance 
the days of her youth, wherein she had playea the harlot in the 
land of Egypt. 

20 For she doted upon their paramours, whose flesh is as the 
flesh of asses, and whose issue is like the issue of horses. 

21 Thus thou calledst to remembrance the lewdness of thy 
youth, in bruising thy teats by the Egyptians for the paps of thy 
youth. 

22 Therefore, O Aholibah, thus saith the Lord God ; Behold, 
I will raise up thy lovers against thee, from whom thy mind is 
alienated, and I will bring them against thee on every side ; 

12 
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The Babylonians, and all the Chaldeans, Pekod, and Shoa, 23 
and Koa, and all the Assyrians with them : all of them desira- 
ble young men, captains and rulers, great lords and renowned, 
all of them riding upon horses. 

And they shall come against thee with chariots, waggons, and 24 
wheels, and with an assembly of people, which shall set against 
thee buckler and shield and helmet round about: and I will set 
judgment before them, and they shall judge thee according to 
their judgments. 

And I will set my jealousy against thee, and they shall 25 
deal furiously with thee : they shall take away thy nose and 
thine ears ; and thy remnant shall fall by the sword : they shall 
take thy sons and thy daughters ; and thy residue shall be 
devoured by the fire. 

They shall also strip thee out of thy clothes, and take away 26 
thy ® fair jewels. 

Thus will I make thy lewdness to cease from thee, and 27 
thy whoredom brought from the land of Egypt : so that thou 
shalt not lift up thine eyes unto them, nor remember Egypt 
any more. 

For thus saith the Lord God; Behold, I will deliver thee 28 
into the hand of them whom thou hatest, into the hand of them 
from whom thy mind is alienated : 

And they shall deal with thee hatefully, and shall take away 29 
all thy labour, and shall leave thee naked and bare : and the 
nakedness of thy whoredoms shall be discovered, both thy 
lewdness and thy whoredoms. 

I will do these things unto thee, because thou hast gone a 30 
whoring after the heathen, and because thou art polluted with 
their idols. 

Thou hast walked in the way of thy sister; therefore will I 31 
give her cup into thine hand. 

Thus saith the Lord God ; Thou shalt drink of thy sister’s 32 
cup deep and large : thou shalt be laughed to scorn and had in 
derision ; it containeth much. 

Thou shalt be filled with drunkenness and sorrow, with the 33 
cup of astonishment and desolation, with the cup of thy sister 
Samaria. 

Thou shalt even drink it and suck it out, and thou shalt break 34 
the sherds thereof, and pluck off thine own breasts : for I have 
spoken it^ saith the Lord God. 

Therefore thus saith the Lord God ; Because thou hast for- 35 
gotten me, and cast me behind thy back, therefore bear thou 
also thy lewdness and thy whoredoms. 

The Lord said moreover unto me ; Son of man, wilt thou 36 

judge Aholah and Aholibah ? yea, declare unto them their 
abominations ; 

That they have committed adultery, and blood is in their 37 
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hands, and with their idols have they committed adultery, and A.c. 593- 
have also caused their sons, whom they bare unto me, to pass ' ^ 

for them through the fire^ to devour them. 

38 Moreover this they have done unto me : they have de- 
filed my sanctuary in the same day, and have profaned my 
sabbaths. 

39 For when they had slain their children to their idols, then they 
came the same day into my sanctuary to profane it ; and, lo, 

^ thus have they done in the midst of mine house. Kin. xxi. 

40 And furthermore, that ye have sent for men ^ to come from g Heb. corn- 
far, unto whom a messenger sent ; and, lo, they came:*”^ 

for whom thou didst wash thyself, paintedst thy eyes, and deck- 
edst thyself with ornaments, 

4 1 And satest upon a ^ stately bed, and a table prepared before ^ 

it, ^ whereupon thou hast set mine incense and mine oil. i Prov.vii.i7. 

42 And a voice of a multitude being at ease was with her ; and 
with the men ^ of the common sort?/.Tre brought ' Sabeans from 
the wilderness, which put bracelets upon their hands, and beau- 
tiful crowms upon their heads. 

43 Then said 1 unto her that rra^old in adulteries, Will they now 
commit whoredoms with her, and she with them ? 

44 Yet they went in unto her, as they go into unto a woman that 
playeth the harlot : so w^ent they in unto Aholah and unto 
Aholibah, the lewd women. 

45 And the righteous men, they shall “ judge them after 
the manner of adultresses, and after the manner of women that 
shed blood ; because they are adultresses, and blood is in their 
hands. 

46 For thus saith the Lord God ; 1 will bring up a company 
upon them, and will give them to be removed and spoiled. 

47 And the company shall stone them with stones, and Pdis- 
patch them with their swords ; they shall slay their sons and themout. 
their daughters, and burn up their houses with fire. 

48 Thus will I cause lewdness to cease out of the land, that all 
women may be taught not to do after your lewdness. 

49 And they shall recompense your lewdness upon you, and ye 
shall bear the sins of your idols : and ye shall know that I am 
the Lord God. 

§ 7. Prophecy of the Destruction of Jerusalem^ delivered at the com- 
mencement of the Siege, 

EZEKIEL XXIV 

1 Under the parable of a boiling pot, 6 is shewed the irrevocable destruction of Jeru- 
salem. 15 By the sign of Ezekiel not mourning for the death of his tvfey 19 is shewed 
the calamity of the Jews to be beyond all sorrow. 

1 Again in the nintli year, in the tenth month, in the tenth 

The date of this prophecy (ver. 1.) shews that it was written on the banks of the Euphrates on 

the very same day in which Nebuchadnezzar laid siege to Jerusalem. On that day the prophet, by 
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A.c. 591. day of the month, the word of the Lord came unto me, 

' saying. 

Son of man, write thee the name of the day, even of this same 2 
day: the king of Babylon set himself against Jerusalem this 
same day. 

And utter a parable unto the rebellious house, and say unto 3 
them, Thus saith the Lord God ; Set on a pot, set it on, and 
also pour water into it : 

Gather the pieces thereof into it, even every good piece, the 4 
thigh, and the shoulder; fill it with the choice bones, 
a Or, heap. Take the choice of the flock, and ^ burn also the bones under 5 
it, and make it boil well, and let them seethe the bones of it 
therein. 

Wherefore thus saith the Lord God ; Woe to the bloody city, 6 
to the pot whose scum is therein, and whose scum is not 
gone out of it ! bring it out piece by piece ; let no lot fall 
upon it. 

For her blood is in the midst of her ; she set it upon the 7 
top of a rock ; she poured it not upon the ground, to cover it 
with dust ; 

That it might cause fury to come up to take vengeance ; I 8 
have set her blood upon the top of a rock, that it should not be 
covered. 

DNah. in. 1 . Therefore thus saith the Lord God ; ^’Woe to the bloody city ! 9 
^ " I will even make the pile for fire great. 

Heap on wood, kindle the fire, consume the flesh, and spice 10 
it well, and let the bones be burned. 

Then set it empty upon the coals thereof, that the brass of 11 
it may be hot, and may burn, and that the filthiness of it may 
be molten in it, that the scum of it may be consumed. 

She hath wearied herself wiih. lies, and her great scum went 12 
not forth out of her : her scum shall he in the fire. 

In thy filthiness is lewdness: because I have purged thee, 13 
and thou wast not purged, thou shalt not be purged from thy 
filthiness any more, till I have caused my fury to rest upon thee. 

I the Lord have spoken it: it shall come to pass, and I will 14 
do it; I will not go back, neither will I spare, neither will I 
repent ; according to thy ways, and according to thy doings, 
shall they judge thee, saith the Lord God. 

Also the word of the Lord came unto me, saying, 15 

Son of man, behold, I take away from thee the desire of 16 
thine eyes with a stroke : yet neither shalt thou mourn nor 
cHeh, go. weep, neither shall thy tears ®run down. 

a singular, yet appropriate figure of a boiling pot, shews to the Jews the total destruction of their 
city and brethren. To represent the greatness of their calamity, the prophet is suddenly bereaved 
of his wife, the desire of his eyes, and is commanded not to mourn for her. Thus Ezekiel becomes 
a sign unto the Jews at Babylon, ver. 24; thereby foreshewing them the destruction of Jerusalem 
and their temple, which was the desire of their eyes, and signifying that their afflictions and sorrows 
would exceed all expression. 
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17 ^Forbear to cry, make no mourning for the dead, bind A.c. 59]. 
the tire of thine head upon thee, and put on thy shoes upon d Heb. 
thy feet, and cover not thy ® lips, and eat not the bread of 

men. And 

18 So I spake unto the people in the morning: and at even my 
wife died ; and I did in the morning as I was commanded. 

19 And the people said unto me, Wilt thou not tell us what these 
things are to us, that thou doest so ? 

20 Then I answered them, The word of the Lord came unto 
me, saying, 

21 Speak unto the house of Israel, Thus saith the Lord God ; 

Behold, I will profane my sanctuary, the excellency of your 
strength, the desire of your eyes, and ^ that which your soul 
pitieth ; and your sons and your daughters whom ye have left 
shall fall by the sword. 

22 And ye shall do as I have done: ye shall not cover your lips, 
nor eat the bread of men. 

23 And your tires shall he upon your heads, and your shoes upon 
your feet: ye shall not mourn nor weep; but ye shall pine awav 
for your iniquities, and mourn one toward another. 

24 Thus Ezekiel is unto you a sign : according to all tliat he 
hath done shall ye do : and when this cometh, ye shall know 
that I am the Lord God. 

25 Also, thou son of man, shall it not he in the day wdien I take 
from them their strength, the joy of their glory, tlie desire of 
their eyes, and ^ that whereupon they set their minds, their 
sons and their daughters, 

26 That he that escapeth in that day shall come unto thee, to 
cause thee to hear it with thine ears ? 

27 In that day shall thy mouth be opened to him which is 
escaped, and thou shalt speak, and be no more dumb : and th(*ii 
shalt be a sign unto them ; and they shall know that I am the 
Lord. 

§ 8. Prophecy against Egypt. 

EZEKIKL XXIX. VEU. 1 — 

1 In the tenth year, in the tenth months in the twelfth day of 539. 
the month, the wwd of the Lord came unto me, saying, 


This chapter is inserted after the 24th, on the authority of the date mentioned in vcr. 1. The 
prophecy contained in it was spoken before the capture of Jerusalem; whereas those contained in 
the 25th and following chapters, were delivered after that event. The probable reason of its receiv- 
ing the place it now holds in our Bibles, is, that the prophecies against Egypt might be all read to- 
gether. There is reason to suppose, th:it this prophecy was delivered immediately after Pharaoh’s 
retreat from before Nebuchadnezzar. On this very occasion, Jeremiah uttered, at Jerusalem, similar 
predictions to those of Ezekiel, at Babylon. Both prophets, at the same time, in two distant coun- 
tries, predicted the same events. The circumstances thus prophesied by them, respecting Egypt, 
were of the most improbable kind. Pharaoh Hophra, the Apries of Herodotus, boasted that his 
kingdom was so firmly established, that nothing could overthrow it. The greatness and magnificence 
of Egypt have been celebrated from the most remote antiquity : the splendid monuments still re- 
maining, and the additional discoveries which are frequently made by the enterprising travellers of 

N n 2 
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A.c. 589. Son of man, set thy face against, Pharaoh king of Egypt, 2 
aPs ixxiv^ prophesy against him, and against all Egypt : 

13, 14. Is. Speak, and say. Thus saith the Lord God ; Behold, I am 3 
xxvii. 1 .& against thee. Pharaoh king of Egypt, the great® dragon that 


our own days, are existing records of its former wealth and power. Its situation is favourable to 
commerce, it possesses every natural advantage ; yet, wonderful to relate, after predicting the more 
immediate distresses which should fall upon Egypt, the prophet predicts, that it shall become an utter 
and complete desolation, (Ezek. xxix. 14, 15.) “ Egypt shall be the basest of the kingdoms, neither 
shall it exalt itself any more above the nations : for I will diminish them, that they shall no more 
rule over the nations.” And in the next chapter, ver. 12, 13. “ I will make the land waste, and all 
that is therein ; and there shall no more be a prince of the land of Egypt.” Such general prophecies, 
Bishop Newton justly observes, like general rules, are not to be understood so strictly and absolutely, 
as if they could not possibly admit of any kind of limitation or exception whatever. It is sufficient 
if they hold good for the most part, and are confirmed by the experience of many ages, though 
perhaps not without the exception of a few years. The Bishop then proceeds to shew in what 
manner the prophecy was fulfilled, by the various conquests of Egypt, till it was reduced to its pre- 
sent degraded condition. 

There are many who consider every attempt to discover the actual fulfilment of prophecy in the 
events of our own day, as a proof of an utter deficiency in that sobriety of judgment, which ought 
ever to characterise a commentator on Scripture. Certain it is, the utmost caution should be ob- 
served in every attempt to trace the mighty plan of that Providence which governs the world: yet 1 
cannot but think that it will appear evident to all, (when the idea is suggested to them), that we 
have seen in our own day a wonderful instance of the accomplishment of this prophecy of Ezekiel. 
Egypt has now been, for many hundred years, the meanest and basest of kingdoms: and among the 
kings and princes of the earth, none have been found powerful enough to raise it from its state of 
degradation. Within the memory of the present generation, a project has been attempted, which, 
if crowned with success, might again have exalted Egypt among the nations, and aftbrded to infidelity 
an argument against the prophecies of Scripture. Nearly forty years have now elapsed (1836) since 
Napoleon, who at that time knew not what it was to be defeated, led a powerful army into Egypt. 
The experience of history has sufficiently proved, that when a large military force has gained pos- 
session of a country, it frequently raises that nation to an equality with those surrounding it ; and 
it -was ever the policy of France, during the revolutionary war, to embody among its own armies the 
inhabitants of the conquered countries. Had this attack upon Egypt succeeded, its people might 
have been made a military body : they would have had a chief, active, powerful, and enterprising, to 
govern them : their ancient character, contrary to the prophecies of God, might have been raised ; 
and their renovated energies, under such a ruler, directed against the peace and happiness of Europe, 
or of India. But what was the event ? For a long time, every bold effort had succeeded : the whole 
extent of Egypt, and the territories immediately adjacent to it, might be considered as conquered ; 
till the progress of the French army, hitherto invincible, was suddenly and wonderfully checked by 
a small and weak fortress, protected by the sword of Britain. The triumph of the resistless army of 
France was ended. The ferocious legions in vain dashed themselves, as the waves of the ocean, on 
the small yet immovable rock. The broken remnant of the dispirited and discomfited army was 
abandoned by their leader; and the land of Egypt is still “the basest of kingdoms.” The Scripture 
is fulfilled. 

In all these things the man of the world discovers only the usual course of things, and smiles with 
derision at the discoverer of the accomplishment of prophecy, in the events of history. Yet every 
prophecy has been accomplished by a train of events, that appear to be the natural and unavoidable 
result of a connected series of consequences. The circumstances that occasioned this defeat in Egypt 
were so peculiar and extraordinary, that when their result is compared with this prophecy of Ezekiel, 
the Christian is compelled to look higher than to any human power. He cannot but see “God in 
the whirlwind ; God directing the storm.” Amidst all the changes of empires, the revolutions of 
states, the rise and fall of dynasties ; amidst all the revolutions of this world, the Christian sees a 
controlling Providence guiding the violence and ambition of men to the accomplishment of his own 
purposes. It is possible that this country may be the great maritime people, that shall be elected to 
further the designs of this mighty Providence ; and we may justly hope, that we are destined to 
fulfil many of the remaining prophecies of God : so long as this splendid destiny is allotted to us, 
we must continue, under the protection of this God, great and powerful. Prophecy, whether we 
observe it or not, is still accomplishing. The declarations and promises of Scripture are ever ful- 
filling ; for the same Almighty Being, who is too great to be resisted, and too wise to err, has said, 
and both history and experience confirm the truth of the declaration, “ Heaven and earth shall pass 
away, but my words shall not pass away.” 
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lieth in the midst of his rivers, which hath said, My river is A.c. 68i) 
mine own, and 1 have made it for myself. ^ 

4 But I will put hooks in thy jaws, and I will cause the fish 
of thy rivers to stick unto thy scales, and I will bring* thee up 
out of the midst of thy rivers, and all the fish of thy rivers 
shall stick unto thy scales. 

5 And I will leave thee thrown into the wilderness, thee and 
all the fish of thy rivers: thou shalt fall upon the ^open fields; 
thou shalt not be brought together, nor gathered: I have given 
thee for meat to the beasts of the field and to the fowls of the 
heaven. 

6 And all the inhabitants of Egypt shall know that I am the 
Lord, because they have been a® staff of reed to the house‘s 2 , 

P X ^ xviii. 2J Is 

or Israel. xxxvi (i. 

7 When they took hold of thee by thy hand, thou didst break, 
and rend all their shoulder : and when they leaned upon thee, 
thou brakest, and madest all their loins to be at a stand. 

8 Therefore thus saith the Lord God ; Behold, I will bring a 
sword upon thee, and cut oft’ man and beast out of thee. 

9 And the land of Egypt shall be desolate and waste ; and 
they shall know that I am the Lord : because he hath said, 

The river is mine, and I have made it 

10 Behold, therefore I am against thee, and against thy rivers, 
and I will make the land of Egypt utterly waste and deso- 

late, ®from the tower of ^ Syene even unto the border of eor, /;•«»» 

• • *■ Migdol io 

!.thlOpia. Syent. 

11 No foot of man shall pass through it, nor foot of beast shall 
pass through it, neither shall it be inhabited forty years. 

12 And I will make the land of Egypt desolate in the midst 
of the countries that ore desolate, and her cities among the 
cities that are laid waste shall be desolate forty years : and I 
will scatter the Egyptians among the nations, and will disperse 
them through the countries. 

13 Yet thus saith the Lord God; At the ^ end of forty years g is. xix. 2 . 3 . 
will 1 gather the Egyptians from the people whither they were 
scattered : 

14 And I will bring again the captivity of Egypt, and will 
cause them to return into the land of Patliros, into the land of 
their ^ habitation ; and they shall be there a ' base kingdom. 

15 It shall be the basest of the kingdoms; neither shall it exalt 
itself any more above the nations : for I will diminish them, 
that they shall no more rule over the nations. 

16 And it shall be no more the confidence of the house of Israel, 
which bringeth their iniquity to remembrance, when they 
shall look after them : but they shall know that I am the Lord 
God. 



550 


PERIOD SEVENTH. 


[part II. 


§ 9. Prophecy against Egypt, 

EZEKIEL XXX. VER. 20, TO THE END 

And it came to pass in the eleventh year, in the first months 20 
A C. 588. in tJie seventh day of the month, that the word of the Lord 
came unto me, saying*, 

Son of man, I have broken the arm of Pharaoh king of 21 
Egypt ; and, lo, it shall not be bound up to be healed, to put 
a roller to bind it, to make it strong to hold the sword. 

Therefore thus saith the Lord God ; Behold, I am against 22 
Pharaoh king of Egypt, and will break his arms, the strong, 
and that which was broken ; and I will cause the sword to fall 
out of his hand. 

And I will scatter the Egyptians among the nations, and 23 
will disperse them through the countries. 

And I will strengthen the arms of the king of Babylon, and 24 
j)ut my sword in his hand : but I will break Pharaoh’s arms, 
and he shall groan before him with the groanings of a deadly 
wounded man. 

But I will strengthen the arms of the king of Babylon, and 25 
the arms of Pharaoh shall fall down ; and they shall know that 
1 am the Lord, when I shall put my sword into the hand of 
the king of Babylon, and he shall stretch it out upon the land 
of Egypt. 

And I will scatter the Egyptians among the nations, and 26 
disperse them among the countries ; and they shall know that 
I am the Lord. 

EZEKIEL XXXI. 

1 A relation unto Pharaoh^ 3 of the glory of Assyria, 10 and the fall thereof for pride. 

1 8 The like destruction of Egypt. 

And it came to pass in the eleventh year, in the third months i 
in the first day of the month, that the word of the Lord came 
unto me, saying, 

Son of man, speak unto Pharaoh king of Egypt, and to his 2 
multitude; Whom art thou like in thy greatness ? 

Behold, the Assyrian ivas a cedar in Lebanon ^with fair 3 
branches, and with a shadowing shroud, and of an high stature; 
and his top was among the thick boughs. 

The waters ^ made him great, the deep set him up on high 4 
c Ox, brought with her rivers running round about his plants, and sent out 
dOr,condtti 7 «. ^cr ^ little rivers unto all the trees of the field. 

Therefore his height was exalted above all the trees of the 5 

These portions of Scripture are inserted here on the authorities of the dates given by the pro- 
phet himself, Ezek. XXX 20; and xxxi. 1. At the time when the first of these predictions was 
delivered, Nebuchadnezzar, having obliged the king of Egypt to retreat, had returned to the siege of 
Jerusalem ; and when the prophecy contained in chapter xxxi. was uttered, the Jews had accelerated 
their ruin by depending upon Egypt. There is a peculiar propriety, therefore, in the delivery of 
these predictions at this period, as the attention both of the Jews and of the Chaldeans, among whom 
Ezekiel prophesied, must have been forcibly directed to Egypt. 
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field, and his boughs were multiplied, and his branches became A.c. 588. 
lorig because of the multitude of waters, ® when he shot forth, e or, when a 

6 All the ^ fowls of heaven made their nests in his boughs, and 
under his branches did all the beasts of the field bring forth 
their young, and under his shadow dwelt all great nations. 

7 Thus was he fair in his greatness, in the length of his 
branches : for his root was by great waters. 

8 The cedars in the ^ garden of God could not hide him : the g Gen. u. s. 
fir trees were not like his boughs, and the chesnut trees were 

not like his branches ; nor any tree in the garden of God was 
like unto him in his beauty. 

9 I have made him fair by the multitude of his branches : so 
that all the trees of Eden, that were in the garden of God, 
envded him. 

10 Therefore thus saith the Lord God ; Because thou hast 
lifted up thyself in height, and he hath shot up his top among 
the thick boughs, and his heart is lifted up in his height ; 

1 1 1 have therefore delivered him into the hand of the mighty 

one of the heathen ; ^ he shall surely deal with him : I have 
driven him out for his wickedness. do unto Hm. 

12 And strangers, the terrible of the nations, have cut him off, 
and have left him : upon the mountains and in all the valleys 
his branches are fallen, and his boughs are broken by all the 
rivers of the land ; and all the people of the earth are gone 
down from his shadow, and have left him. 

13 Upon his ruin shall all the fowls of the heaven remain, and 
all the beasts of the field shall be upon his branches : 

14 To the end that none of all the trees by the waters exalt them- 
selves for their height, neither shoot up their top among the 
thick boughs, neither their trees 'stand up in their height, all 

that drink water : for they are all delivered unto death, to the selves for their 
nether parts of the earth, in the midst of the children of men, 
with them that go down to the pit. 

15 Thus saith the Lord God ; In the day when he went down 
to the grave I caused a mourning : I covered the deep for him, 
and I restrained the floods thereof, and the great waters were 
stayed : and I caused Lebanon ^ to mourn for him, and all the k Hek. in be 
trees of the field fainted for him. 

16 I made the nations to shake at the sound of his fall, when 1 
cast him down to hell with them that descend into the pit : and 
all the trees of Eden, the choice and best of Lebanon, all that 
drink water, shall be comforted in the nether parts of the earth. 

17 They also went down into hell with him unto them that be 
slain with the sword; and they that were his arm, that dwelt 
under his shadow in the midst of the heathen. 

18 To whom art thou thus like in glory and in greatness among 
the trees of Eden ? yet shalt thou be brought down with the 
trees of Eden unto the nether parts of the earth : thou shalt lie 
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in the midst of the uncircumcised with them that be slain by 
' ' the sword. This is Pharaoh and all his multitude, saith the 

Lord God. 

PART III. 

History of that Portion of the Jewish Nation^ who were not carried 
captive to Babylon^ after the Destruction of the Temple 

§ 1. Abridged Account of the Events related in this Part, 

2 KINGS XXV. VER. 23 — 26. 

a Jer. xi. 7. And when all the ® captains of the armies, they and their 23 
men, heard that the king of Babylon had made Gedaliah 
governor, there came to Gedaliah to Mizpah, even Ishmael 
the son of Nethaniah, and Johanan the son of Careah, and 
Seraiah the son of Tanhumeth the Netophathite, and Jaaza- 
niah the son of a Maachathite, they and their men. And 24 
Gedaliah sware to them, and to their men, and said unto them, 
Fear not to be the servants of the Chaldees: dwell in the 
land, and serve the king of Babylon; and it shall be well with 
b Jer. xii. 1 , 2 . you. But ^ it camc to pass in the seventh month, that Ishmael 25 
c Heb. the son of Nethaniah, the son of Elishama, of the seed royal, 
kingdom. oamc, and ten men with him, and smote Gedaliah, that he 
died, and the Jews and the Chaldees that were with him at 
Mizpah. And all the people, both small and great, and the 26 
captains of the armies, arose, and came to Egypt: for they 
were afraid of the Chaldees. 

§ 2. Gedaliah appointed Governor of Judea by Nebuchadnezzar, after the 
Destruction of the Temple, — Jeremiah and the Remainder of the People 
attach themselves to Gedaliah, 

2 KINGS XXV. VER. 22. 

a Jer. xj., 5. 9. And as fov the people that remained in the land of Judah, 22 

whom Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon had left, even over 
them he made Gedaliah the son of Ahikam, the son of Sha- 
phan, ruler. 

JEREMIAH XL. VER. 1 12. 

The word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord, after that i 
Nebuzar-adan the captain of the guard had let him go from 

The sacred narrative, after the capture of Daniel, in the fourth year of Jehoiakim, proceeds to 
relate in parts of the second books of Kings and Chronicles, of Ezekiel, and of Jeremiah, the series 
of events which were taking place, at the same time, in three several parts of the world, — Judea, 
Babylon, and Egypt. The attempt to place all these contemporary events in the most intelligible 
order, has been attended with much difficulty. In Part I. of this Seventh Period, the history of 
events at Jerusalem is brought down to the burning of the Temple: in the Second Part of this 
Period, the circumstances which occurred in Chaldea, recorded or alluded to by Ezekiel, are like- 
wise brought down to the burning of the Temple. The present Part contains the history of the 
Jews, who, after the destruction of Jerusalem, remained for some short time with Gedaliah in Judea ; 
and then fled to Egypt, taking with them their great prophet Jeremiah. 
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Ramah, when he had taken him being bound in ^chains among A.C. 688. 
all that were carried away captive of Jerusalem and Judah, bOrTwi^ 

2 which were carried away captive unto Babylon. And the 
captain of the guard took Jeremiah, and said unto him, The 
Lord thy God hath pronounced this evil upon this place. 

3 Now the Lord hath brought and done according as he hath 
said : because ye have sinned against the Lord, and have not 

4 obeyed his voice, therefore this thing is come upon you. And 
now, behold, I loose thee this day from the cliains which ^were 
upon thine hand. If it seem good unto thee to come with me 
into Babylon, come ; and ^ I will look well unto thee : but if it 
seem ill unto thee to come with me into Babylon, forbear : be- 
hold, all the land is before thee : whither it seemeth good and 

5 convenient for thee to go, thither go. Now while he was not 
yet gone back, he said^ Go back also to Gedaliah the son of 
Ahikam the son of Shaphan, whom the king of Babylon hath 
made governor over the cities of Judah, and dwell with him 
among the people : or go wheresoever it seemeth convenient 
unto thee to go. So the captain of the guard gave him victuals 

6 and a reward, and let him go. Then went Jeremiah unto 
Gedaliah the son of Ahikam to Mizpah ; and dwelt with him 
among the people that were left in the land. 

7 Now when all the captains of the forces which were in the 
fields, even they and their men, heard that the king of Babylon 
had made Gedaliah the son of Ahikam governor in the land, 
and had committed unto him men, and women, and children, and 
the poor of the land, of them that were not carried away captive 

8 to Babylon ; then they came to Gedaliah to Mizpah, even Ish- 
mael the son of Nethaniah, and Johanan and Jonathan the sons 
of Kareah, and Seraiah the son of Tanliumeth, and the sons of 
Ephai the Netophathite, and Jezaniah the son of a Maacha- 

9 thite, they and their men. And Gedaliah the son of Ahikam 
the son of Shaphan sware unto them and to their men, saying. 

Fear not to serve the Chaldeans : dwell in the land, and serve 

10 the king of Babylon, and it shall be well with you. As for me, 
behold, 1 will dwell at Mizpah, ® to serve the Chaldeans, which l^nd tejore. 
will come unto us : but ye, gather ye wine, and summer fruits, 

and oil, and put them in your vessels, and dwell in your cities 

11 that ye have taken. Likewise when all the Jews that were in 
Moab, and among the Ammonites, and in Edom, and that were 
in all the countries, heard that the king of Babylon had left a 
remnant of Judah, and that he had set over them Gedaliah the 

12 son of Ahikam the son of Shaphan; even all the Jews returned 
out of all places whither they were driven, and came to the 
land of Judah, to Gedaliah, unto Mizpah, and gathered wine 
and summer fruits very much. 
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§ 3. Conspiracy of I shmael against Gedaliah. 


JEREMIAH XL. VER. 13, TO THE END. 


A.C. 588. 


a Heb, to 
ttrike thc9 in 
$oul t 


Moreover Johanaii the son of Kareah, and all the captains of 13 
the forces that were in the fields, came to Gedaliah to Mizpah, 
and said unto him. Dost thou certainly know that Baalis the H 
king of the Ammonites hath sent Ishmael the son of Nethaniah 
* to slay thee ? But Gedaliah the son of Ahikam believed them 
not. Then Johanan the son of Kareah spake to Gedaliah in 15 
Mizpah secretly, saying, Let me go, I pray thee, and I will 
slay Ishmael the son of Nethaniah, and no man shall know it : 
wherefore should he slay thee, that all the Jews which are 
gathered unto thee should be scattered, and the remnant in 
Judah perish? But Gedaliah the son of Ahikam said unto 16 
Johanan the son of Kareah, Thou shalt not do this thing: for 
thou speakest falsely of Ishmael. 


JEREMIAH XLI. VER. 1 10. 

Now it came to pass in the seventh month, that Ishmael the i 
son of Nethaniah the son of Elishama, of tlie seed royal, and 
the princes of the king, even ten men with him, came unto 
Gedaliah the son of Ahikam to Mizpah ; and there they did 
eat bread together in Mizpah. Then arose Ishmael the son of 2 
Nethaniah, and the ten men that were with him, and smote 
Gedaliah the son of Ahikam the son of Shaphan with the 
sword, and slew him, whom the king of Babylon had made 
governor over the land. Ishmael also slew all the Jews that 3 
were with him, eveit with Gedaliah, at Mizpah, and the Chal- 
deans that were found there, and the men of war. And it came 4 
to pass the second day after he had slain Gedaliah, and no man 
knew zV, that there came certain from Shechem, from Shiloh, 5 
and from Samaria, even fourscore men, having their beards 
shaven, and their clothes rent, and having cut themselves, with 
offerings and incense in their hand, to bring them to the house 
of the Lord. And Ishmael the son of Nethaniah went forth 6 
inland wf/ Mizpali to meet them, ^ weeping all along as he went : 

tn^g^an weep caiue to pass, as he met them, he said unto them. Come 

to Gedaliah the son of Ahikam. And it was when they 7 
came into the midst of the city, that Ishmael the son of Netha- 
niah slew tliem, and cast them into the midst of the pit, he, and 
the men that were with him. But ten men were found among 8 
them that said unto Ishmael, Slay us not: for we have trea- 
sures in the field, of wheat, and of barley, and of oil, and of 
c Or. near lioney. So he forbare, and slew them not among their brethren, 
d Heb.^iy the Now the pit wliercin Ishmael had cast all the dead bodies of 9 
^hetidTof^ the men, whom he had slain ^ ^ because of Gedaliah, ivas it 
Gedaliah. which Asa the king had made for fear of Baasha king of Israel : 
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and Ishmael the son of Nethariiali filled it with them that were A.c. 688.^ 

10 slain. Then Ishmael carried away captive all the residue of ' 

the people that were in Mizpah, even the king’s daughters, and 

all the people that remained in Mizpah, whom Nebuzar-adan 
the captain of the guard had committed to Gedaliah the son of 
Ahikam: and Ishmael the son of Nethaniah carried them away 
captive, and departed to go over to the Ammonites. 

§ 4. Johanan rescues the Captives from Ishmael, and, contrary to the Com- 
mands of God given by Jeremiah, takes refuge at Tahpanhes in Egypt. 

JEREMIAH XLI. VER. 11, TO THE END. 

11 But when Johanan the son of Kareah, and all the captains ^87. 

of the forces that ivere with him, heard of all the evil that Ish- 

l2mael the son of Nethaniah had done. Then they took all the 
men, and went to fight with Ishmael the son of Nethaniah, 

uand found him by the great waters that are in Gibeon. Now 
it came to pass, that when all the people which were with Ish- 
mael saw Johanan the son of Kareah, and all the captains of 

14 the forces that loere with him, then they were glad. So all the 
people that Ishmael had carried away captive from Mizpah cast 
about and returned, and went unto Johanan the son of Kareah. 

15 But Ishmael the son of Nethaniah escaped from Johanan with 

16 eight men, and went to the Ammonites. Then took Johanan the 
son of Kareah, and all the captains of the forces that were with 
him, all the remnant of the people whom he had recovered 
from Ishmael the son of Nethaniah, from Mizpah, after that he 
had slain Gedaliah the son of Ahikam, even mighty men of war, 
and the women, and the children, and the eunuchs, whom he 

17 had brought again from Gibeon : and they departed, and dwelt 
in the habitation of Chimham, which is by Beth-lehem, to go 

18 to enter into Egypt, because of the Chaldeans : for they were 
afraid of them, because Ishmael the son of Nethaniah had slain 
Gedaliah the son of Ahikam, whom the king of Babylon made 
governor in the land. 

JEREMIAH XLI I. 

1 Then all the captains of the forces, and Johanan the son of 
Kareah, and Jezaniah the son of Hoshaiah, and all the people 

2 from the least even unto the greatest, came near, and said unto 
Jeremiah the prophet, ® Let, we beseech thee, our supplicatiop riOr, Let our 
be accepted before thee, and prav for us unto the Lord Utij 

God, even for all this remnant; (for we are left hut a few of**‘^‘^’ 

3 many, as thine eyes do behold us:) that the Lord thy God 
may shew us the way wherein we may walk, and the thing that 

4 we may do. Then Jeremiah the prophet said unto them, I 
have heard you ; behold, I will pray unto the Lord your God 
according to your words ; and it shall come to pass, that what- 
soever thing the Lord shall answer you, I will declare it unto 

12 
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b Ileb. than 
cleave after 
you. 

c Heb, So 
shall all ike 
meu be. 


d Heb. testi- 
fied against 
you. 

e Or, ye have 
used deceit 
against your 
souls. 
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you ; I will keep nothing back from you. Then they said to 5 
Jeremiah, The Lord be a true and faithful witness between 
us, if we do not even according to all things for the which 
the Lord thy God shall send thee to us. Whether it he good, 6 
or whether it be evil, we will obey the voice of the Lord our 
God, to whom we send thee ; that it may be well with us, when 
we obey the voice of the Lord our God. 

And it came to pass after ten days, that the word of the Lord 7 
came unto Jeremiah. Then called he Johanan the son of 8 
Kareah, and all the captains of the forces which were with him, 
and all the people from the least even to the greatest, and said 9 
unto them. Thus saith the Lord, the God of Israel, unto 
whom ye sent me to present your supplication before him ; 

If ye will still abide in this land, then will I build you, and lo 
not pull you down, and I will plant you, and not pluck you up : 
for 1 repent me of the evil that I have done unto you. Be not 1 1 
afraid of the king of Babylon, of whom ye are afraid : be not 
afraid of him, saith the Lord; for I am with you to save you, 
and to deliver you from his hand. And I will shew mercies 12 
unto you, that he may have mercy upon you, and cause you 
to return to your own land. 

But if ye say, We will not dwell in this land, neither obey 13 
the voice of the Lord your God, saying. No; but we will go u 
into the land of Egypt, where we shall see no war, nor hear 
the sound of the trumpet, nor have hunger of bread ; and there 
we will dwell: and now therefore hear the word of the Lord, 15 
ye remnant of Judah: Thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God 
of Israel ; If ye wholly set your faces to enter into Egypt, and 
go to sojourn there ; then it shall come to pass, that the sword, 16 
which ye feared, shall overtake you there in the land of Egypt, 
and the famine, whereof ye were afraid, ^ shall follow close 
after you there in Egypt; and there ye shall die. ®So shall it 17 
be with all the men that set their faces to go into Egypt to 
sojourn there ; they shall die with the sword, by the famine, and 
by the pestilence: and none of them shall remain or escape from 
the evil that I will bring upon them. For thus saith the Lord is 
of hosts, the God of Israel ; As mine anger and my fury hath 
been poured forth upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem ; so shall 
my fury be poured forth upon you, when ye shall enter into 
Egypt : and ye shall be an execration, and an astonishment, 
and a curse, and a reproach ; and ye shall see this place no 
more. 

The Lord hath said concerning you, O ye remnant of Judah ; 19 
Go ye not into Egypt : know certainly that I have ^ admonish- 
ed you this day. For ® ye dissembled in your hearts, when ye 20 
sent me unto the Lord your God, saying. Pray for us unto 
the Lord our God ; and according unto all that the Lord our 
God shall say, so declare unto us, and we will do it. And uoio 21 
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I have this declared it to you ; but ye have not obeyed the A.c. 587. 
voice of the Lord your God, nor any thing for the which he ' 

22 hath sent me unto you. Now therefore know certainly that 
ye shall die by the sword, by the famine, and by the pestilence, 
in the place whither ye desire^ to go and to sojourn. 


JEREMIAH XLIII. VER. 1 — 7. 

1 And it came to pass, that when Jeremiah had made an end 
of speaking unto all the people all the words of the Lord their 
God, for which the Lord their God had sent him to them, even 

2 all these words, then spake Azariah the son of Hoshaiah, and 
Johanan the son of Kareah, and all the proud men, saying unto 
.Jeremiah, Thou speakest falsely : the Lord our Goa hath not 

3 sent thee to say, Go not into Egypt to sojourn there: but Baruch 
the son of Neriah setteth thee on against us, for to deliver us 
into the hand of the Chaldeans, that they might put us to death, 

4 and carry us away captives into Babylon. So Johanan the son 
of Kareah, and all the captains of the forces, and all the people, 
obeyed not the voice of the Lord, to dwell in the land of Judah. 

5 But Johanan the son of Kareah, and all the captains of the 
forces, took all the remnant of Judah, that were returned from all 
nations, whither they had been driven, to dwell in the land of Judah ; 

6 even men, and women, and children, and the king’s daughters, 
and every person that Nebuzar-adan the captain of the guard 
had left with Gedaliah the son of Ahikam the son of Shaphan, 

7 and Jeremiah the prophet, and Baruch the son of Neriah. So 
they came into the land of Egypt: for they obeyed not the 

voice of the Lord : thus came they even to ^ Tahpanhes. t^oh ii. ig. & 

^ xliv. 1. called 

§ 5. Prophecy of Jeremiah against Egypt. xxT.^ 4 .^^ 

JEREMIAH XLIII. VER. 8, TO THE END. 

8 Then came the word of the Lord unto Jeremiah in Tah- 
panhes, saying, 

9 Take great stones in thine hand, and hide them in the clay 
in the brickkiln, which is at the entry of Pharoah’s house in 
Tahpanhes, in the sight of the men of Judah; 

JO And say unto them. Thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God 
of Israel ; Behold, I will send and take Nebuchadrezzar the king 
of Babylon, my servant, and will set his throne upon these 
stones that I have hid ; and he shall spread his royal pavilion 
over them. 

1 1 And when he cometh, he shall smite the land of Egypt, and 
deliver ^ such as are for death to death ; and such as are » g* 
for captivity to captivity ; and such as are for the sword to the ^ 
sword. 

12 And 1 will kindle a fire in the houses of the gods of Egypt ; 
and he shall burn them, and carry them away captives : and 
he shall array himself with the land of Egypt, as a shepherd 
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687. putteth on his garment ; and he shall go forth from thence in 
peace. 

bUeb.jte/ttM, He shall break also the ^ images of Beth-sheimesh, that is in 13 
images. the land of Egypt ; and the houses of the gods of the Egyptians 
shall he burn with fire. 

JEREMIAH XLVI. VER. 13, TO THE END 


d Heb. multi- 
pliedthe full- 
er. 


e Heb. make 
thee instru- 
ments of cap- 
tivity. 


f Heb. bul- 
locks of the 
stall. 


The word that the Lord spake to Jeremiah the prophet, 13 
how Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon should come and smite 
the land of Egypt. 

Declare ye in Egypt, and publish in Migdol, and publish in u 
Noph and in Tahpanhes: say ye, Stand fast, and prepare thee; 
for the sword shall devour round about thee. 

Why are thy valiant men swept away? they stood not, be- 15 
cause the Lord did drive them. 

He ^made many to fall, yea, one fell upon another: and 16 
they said. Arise, and let us go again to our own people, and 
to the land of our nativity, from the oppressing sword. 

They did cry there. Pharaoh king of Egypt is hut a noise ; 17 
he hath past the time appointed. 

As 1 live, saith the king, whose name is the Lord of hosts, 18 
Surely as Tabor is among the mountains, and as Carmel by 
the sea, so shall he come. 

O thou daughter dwelling in Egypt, ® furnish thyself to go] g 
into captivity : for Noph shall be waste and desolate without 
an inhabitant. 

Egypt is tike a very fair heifer, hut destruction cometh ; it 20 
cometh out of the north. 

Also her hired men are. in the midst of her like ^fatted bul -21 
locks; for they also are turned back, and are fled away together: 
they did not stand, because the day of their calamity was come 
upon them, and the time of their visitation. 


The several passages from Jeremiah which are inserted in this third chapter, are placed hereon 
the authority of their internal evidence. This passage ( Jer. xlvi. 13, to the end,) is added to the 
preceding from comparing Jer. xlvi. 14. with Jer. xliii. 7. The prophet w as forcibly brought by his 
rebellious countrymen to Tahpanhes in Egypt. 

Egypt having been the ally of Judea, many of the Jews, long before Johanan took refuge there, 
had escaped to this country from the king of Babylon. Jeremiah, after predicting the conquest and 
captivity of the Egyptians by Nebuchadnezzar, addresses himself to the Jews, who were with him, 
and calls upon them to furnish themselves for a similar fate. The prophecy concludes with promises 
of mercy and restoration to those Jews who were already captives in Babylon. 

The expressions in ver. 28, “ I will make a full end of all the nations,” yet “ I will not make a 
full end of thee,’* seem to refer to a period when the Jews were not only captives, but so miserably 
reduced, that there was every reason to apprehend their extinction as a nation : and as they appear 
to have been, at this time, at the height of their affliction and distress, it is probable this powerful 
consolation was offered to them. Bishop Horne beautifully remarks on ver. 28. “ Even to our 

day, this wonderful prophecy is fulfilled before us. The oppressors of the Jews, the mighty 
monarchies of Assyria, Persia, Greece, and Rome, are vanished, like the shadows of the evening. 
Nothing remains of them but their names : while this persecuted, despised, and hated people, with- 
out a friend or a protector, amidst the wreck of nations, oppressed and harassed by edicts and ex- 
ecutioners, by murders and massacres, hath outlived the ruins of them all : and will continue till the 
appointed day of their conversion and their restoration come.^’ 
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22 The voice thereof shall go like a serpent; for they shall A.c. 687. 

inarch with an army, and come against her with axes, as hewers ^ ' 

of wood. 

23 They shall cut down her forest, saith the Lord, though it 
cannot be searched ; because they are more than the grass- 
hoppers, and are innumerable. 

24 The daughter of Egypt shall be confounded ; she shall be 
delivered into the hand of the people of the north. 

25 The Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, saith; Behold, I will 
punish the ^ ^ multitude of No, and Pharaoh, and Egypt, with 

their gods, and their kings; even Pharaoh, and a// them that 6 Heb.^ ///on. 
trust in him : 

26 And I will deliver them into the hand of those that seek 
their lives, and into the hand of Nebuchadrezzar king of Baby- 
lon, and into the hand of his servants : and afterward it shall 
be inhabited, as in the days of old, saith the Lord. 

27 ^ But fear not thou, O my servant Jacob, and be not dis- 
mayed, O Israel : for, behold, I will save thee from afar off, xHv. 2 . ch. 
and thy seed from the land of^their captivity; and Jacob shall 
return, and be in rest and at ease, and none shall make /lim 
afraid. 

28 Fear thou not, O Jacob my servant, saith the Lord : for I 
am with thee ; for I will make a full end of all the nations 
whither I have driven thee : but I will not make ^ a full end 

of thee, but correct thee in measure ; yet will I ^ not leave thee 1 or, not ut- 
wholly unpunished. 

§ 6. Final Predictions of Jeremiah against the Idolatrous Jews, and 
against Egypt. 

JEREMIAH XLIV^^ 

1 The word that came to Jeremiah concerning all the Jews 
which dwell in the land of Egypt, which dwell at Migdol, and 
at Tahpanhes, and at Noph, and in the country of Pathros, 
saying, 

2 Thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel ; Ye have 
seen all the evil that I have brought upon Jerusalem, and upon 
all the cities of Judah ; and, behold, this day they are a deso- 
lation, and no man dwelleth therein, 

3 Because of their wickedness which they have committed to 
provoke me to anger, in that they went to burn incense, and 


3 ® The Jews who went into Egypt with Johanan, and had taken Jeremiah with them, gave them- 
selves up in that country to idolatry. The prophet for the last time denounces the judgments of 
God against them. As we hear no more of Jeremiah, it is most likely that he died soon after the 
delivery of this prophecy in Egypt, being now much advanced in age, and having prophesied 
forty-one years from the thirteenth of Josiah. Some have asserted that he was put to death by 
Pharaoh- Hophra. Others, among whom are Tertullian, Jerome, and Epiphanius, assert that he 
was stoned to death by the Jews for preaching against their idolatry : and they suppose that Heb. 
xi. 37 . “ they were stoned,” refers to the death of Jeremiah. — Prideaux, vol. i. p. 722 ; Hales, 
vol. ii. p. 492. 
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A.c. 687. to serve other gods, whom they knew not, neither they, ye, 

' ' ' nor your fathers. 

Howbeit I sent unto you all my servants the prophets, rising 4 
early and sending them^ saying. Oh, do not this abominable 
thing that I hate. 

But they hearkened not, nor inclined their ear to turn from 5 
their wickedness, to burn no incense unto other gods. 

Wherefore my fury and mine anger was poured forth, and 6 
was kindled in the cities of Judah and in the streets of Jerusa- 
lem ; and they are wasted and desolate, as at this day. 

Therefore now thus saith the Lord, the God of hosts, the 7 
God of Israel ; Wherefore commit ye this great evil against 

i ^our souls, to cut off from you man and woman, child and suck- 
the midst 0 ^oiit of Judah, to leave you none to remain ; 

ju^. ° In that ye provoke me unto wrath with the works of your s 
hands, burning incense unto other gods in the land of Egypt, 
whither ye be gone to dwell, that ye might cut yourselves off, 
and that ye might be a curse and a reproach among all the 
nations of the earth ? 


ed^e^es*^if' Have yc forgotten the ^ wickedness of your fathers, and the 9 
punishments, wickeducss of tlic kiiigs of Judah, and the wickedness of their 
wives, and your own wickedness, and the wickedness of your 
wives, which they have committed in the land of Judah, and in 
the streets of Jerusalem ? 


con- They are not ® humbled even unto this day, neither have they 10 
feared, nor walked in my law, nor in my statutes, that I set 
before you and before your fathers. 

Therefore thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel; 11 
d Amos ix. 4 . Bchold, ^ I will sct my face against you for evil, and to cut off 
all Judah. 


And I will take the remnant of Judah, that have set their 12 


faces to go into the land of Egypt to sojourn there, and they 
shall all be consumed, and fall in the land of Egypt ; they shall 
even be consumed by the sword and by the famine : they shall 
die, from the least even unto the greatest, by the sword and by 
the famine : and they shall be an execration, and an astonish- 
ment, and a curse, and a reproach. 

For I will punish them that dwell in the land of Egypt, as 13 
I have punished Jerusalem, by the sword, by the famine, and 
by the pestilence : 

So that none of the remnant of Judah, which are gone into 14 
the land of Egypt to sojourn there, shall escape or remain, that 
they should return into the land of Judah, to the which they 
e Heb. lift up e have a desire to return to dwell there : for none shall return 
their soul. shall escape. 

Then all the men which knew that their wives had burned 15 


incense unto other gods, and all the women that stood by, a 

f reat multitude, even all the people that dwelt in the land of 
Igypt, in Pathros, answered Jeremiah, saying. 
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16 As for the word that thou hast spoken unto us in the name 5^7. 

of the Lord, we will not hearken unto thee. ' ^ * 

17 But we will certainly do whatsoever thing goeth forth out 
of our own mouth, to burn incense unto the queen of heaven, 

and to pour out drink offerings unto her, as we have done, we, gch. vh. is. 
and our fathers, our kings, and our princes, in the cities of 
Judah, and in the streets of Jerusalem : for then had we plenty 
of victuals, and were well, and saw no evil. 

18 But since we left off to burn incense to the queen of heaven, 
and to pour out drink offerings unto her, we have wanted 
all things^ and have been consumed by the sword and by the 
famine. 

19 ^ And when we burned incense to the queen of heaven, and 
poured out drink offerings unto her, did we make her cakes to 
worship her, and pour out drink offerings unto her, without our 

‘men? _ _ \ank^!“' 

20 Then Jeremiah said unto all the people, to the men, and to 
the women, and to all the people which had given him that 
answer, saying, 

21 The incense that ye burned in the cities of Judah, and in 
the streets of Jerusalem, ye, and your fathers, your kings, and 
your princes, and the people of the land, did not the Lord 
remember them, and came it not into his mind ? 

22 So that the Lord could no longer bear, because of thfe 
evil of your doings, and because of the abominations which ye 
have committed ; therefore is your land a desolation, and an 
astonishment, and a curse, without an inhabitant, as at this 
day. 

23 Because ye have burned incense, and because ye have 
sinned against the Lord, and have not obeyed the voice of the 
Lord, nor walked in his law, nor in his statutes, nor in his 
testimonies; therefore this evil is happened unto you, as at this 
day. 

24 Moreover, Jeremiah said unto all the people, and to all the 
women, Hear the word of the Lord, all Judah that are in the 
land of Egypt: 

25 Thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, saying; Ye 
and your wives have both spoken with your mouths, and ful- 
filled with your hand, saying, We will surely perform our vows 
that we have vowed, to burn incense to the queen of heaven, 
and to pour out drink offerings unto her: ye will surely accom- 
plish your vows, and surely perform your vows. 

26 Therefore hear ye the word of the Lord, all Judah that 
dwell in the land of Egypt ; Behold, I have sworn by my great 
name, saith the Lord, that my name shall no more be named 
in the mouth of any man of Judah in all the land of Egypt, 
saying, The Lord God liveth. 

27 Behold, I will watch over them for evil, and not for good : 

VOL. II. o o 
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k Heb. from 
me, or them. 


A C. 587. and all the men of Judah that are in the land of Egypt shall 
be consumed by the sword and by the famine, until there be 
an end of them. 

Yet a small number that escape the sword shall return out 28 
of the land of Egypt into the land of Judah, and all the 
remnant of Judah, that are gone into the land of Egypt to 
sojourn there, shall know whose words shall stand, ^mine or 
their’s. 

And this shall be a sign unto you, saith the Lord, that 1 29 
will punish you in this place, that ye may know that my words 
shall surely stand against you for evil : 

Thus saith the Lord ; Behold, I will give Pharaoh-hophra 30 
king of Egypt into the hand of his enemies, and into the hand 
of them that seek his life ; as I gave Zedekiah king of Judah 
into the hand of Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon, his enemy, 
and that sought his life. 

§ 7. Brief Recapitulation of the Captivities of the Jews by Nebu- 
chadrezzar. 


JEREMIAH LII. VER. 28, 29? 30. 

This is the people whom Nebuchadrezzar carried away cap- 28 
tive : in the seventh year, three thousand Jews and three and 
twenty : 

In the eighteenth year of Nebuchadrezzar he carried away 29 
iHeb. iouit. captive from Jerusalem eight hundred thirty and two ^persons : 

In the three and twentieth year of Nebuchadrezzar, Nebuzar- 30 
adan the captain of the guard carried away captive of the Jews 
seven hundred forty and five persons: all the persons were four 
thousand and six hundred. 


PART IV. 

Events at Babylon^ between the Destruction of Jerusalem^ and the 
return from the Captivity. 

§ 1 . Ezekiel^ being informed of the Destruction of Jerusalem, predicts the 
utter Desolation of Judea, and the Judgments of God against the sur- 
rounding Nations, Enemies to the Jews. 

EZEKIEL XXXIII VER. 21, TO THE END. 

And it came to pass in the twelfth year of our captivity, in 21 
the tenth months in the fifth day of the month, that one that 


From comparing Ezek. xxxii. 1. with Ezek. xxxiii. 21. it is evident that this part of chap, 
xxxiii. comes before chap, xxxii. Chapters xxv. xxvi. xxvii. and xxviii. are added in this section, 
on the authority of Archbp. Newcome, who observes, that “ the date in the text (chap. xxvi. ver. 2.) 
must be posterior to whatever is the true date, chap, xxxiii. 21 ; because this prophecy was delivered 
after the taking of Jerusalem was known to Ezekiel and his people.’’ According to Archbp. Usher, 
and Josephus, the predictions against the Ammonites, Moabites, Edomites, and Philistines, in chap, 
xxv. were fulfilled by Nebuchadnezzar about five years after the destruction of Jerusalem. The 
prophecy against Tyre, contained in chap. xxvi. xxvii. xxviii. was accomplished nineteen years after 
its delivery, by Nebuchadnezzar, in the reign of Ithobal prince of Tyre, chap, xxviii. 2. after a siege 

12 
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had escaped out of Jerusalem came unto me, saying, ®The city a.c. 687. 
IS smitten. * a 2 Kin, XXV. 

22 Now the hand of the Lord was upon me in the evening, 
afore he that was escaped came ; and had opened my mouth, 

until he came to me in the morning; ^and my mouth was bch.xxiv. 2 r. 
opened, and I was no more dumb. 

23 Then the word of the Lord came unto me, saying, 

24 Son of man, they that inhabit those wastes of the land 
of Israel speak, saying, Abraham was one, and he inherited 
the land : but we are many ; the land is given us for an 
inheritance. 

25 Wherefore say unto them. Thus saith the Lord God; Ye 
eat with the blood, and lift up your eyes toward your idols, and 
shed blood : and shall ye possess the land ? 

26 Ye stand upon your sword, ye work abomination, and ye 
defile every one his neighbour's wife : and shall ye possess the 
land ? 

27 Say thou thus unto them, Thus saith the Lord God ; As I 
live, surely they that are in the wastes shall fall by the sword, 
and him that is in the open field will I give to the beasts ®to be 
devoured, and they that he in the forts and in the caves shall die 
of the pestilence. 

28 For I will lay the land ^ most desolate, and the ® pomp of her ti^nlnTdJ!o- 

strength shall cease ; and the mountains of Israel shall be deso- 24 
late, that none shall pass through. &xxiv. ’2i.’& 

29 Then shall they know that 1 am the Lord, when I have laid 
the land most desolate because of all their abominations which 
they have committed. 

30 Also, thou son of man, the children of thy people still are 

talking ^against thee by the walls and in the doors of the ^ or. 
houses, and speak one to another, every one to his brother, say- ^^aing^o the 
ing. Come, I pray you, and hear what is the word that cometh comiy of the 
rorth irom the Lord. hor, wypeo- 

31 And they come unto thee ^ as the people cometh, and ^they 

of thirteen years. In chap, xxviii. from ver. 20 to 24, the destruction of Sidon, the mother city of 
Tyre, is denounced, and the chapter ends with promises to the house of Israel of deliverance from all 
their enemies, and a happy restoration to their own land. The overthrow of Tyre is likewise fore- 
told by Isaiah, chap, xxiii. and by Jeremiah, chap, xlvii. The united testimonies of modern travel- 
lers concur in proving the literal accomplishment of this prophecy, (chap. xxvi. 14.) that Tyre 
should “ be a place to spread nets upon,” and be “built no more:” and, according to Maundrell, its 
present inhabitants are only a few wretches harbouring themselves in the vaults, and subsisting 
themselves chiefly upon fishing, who seem intended by Divine Providence to be a visible argument 
how God has fulfilled his word concerning Tyre. The power and opulence of Tyre, in the prosper- 
ous age of its commerce, must have attracted general attention. In these chapters Ezekiel gives a 
most particular account of the nature and variety of its commercial transactions, which conveys a 
most magnificent idea of the extensive power of that state. It is supposed that these prophecies ap- 
pertain both to Old and New Tyre, some expressions being applicable only to the former, and others 
only to the latter. New Tyre was destroyed by Alexander the Great 260 years after the time of 
Ezekiel. For a further account of the fulfilment of these prophecies, vide Newton on the Prophe- 
cies, vol. i, p. 190 — 212; D’Oyly and Mant in loc. ; Archbp. Newcome; Josephus, Ant. Jud. lib. 
10. chap. xi. § 1 ; Horne’s Crit. Introd. 


o o 2 
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A.c. 587. sit before thee as my people, and they hear thy words, but they 
iHeb?<Afy^ will iiot do them: for with their mouth Uhey shew much love, 
or their heart goeth after their covetousness. 

And, lo, thou art unto them as ^a very lovely song of one 32 
that hath a pleasant voice, and can play well on an instrument : 
for they hear tliy words, but they do them not. 

And when this cometh to pass, (lo, it will come,) then shall 33 
they know that a prophet hath been among them. 


IJer. xlix.l, 
&c. 


m Heb. chil- 
dren. 


n Heb. *and. 
o Heb. foot. 
p H^h.aoul. 
q ch. XXXV. 3. 

r Or, meat. 


8 Jer. xlviii. 
1, &c. 


t Heb. shoul- 
der of Moab, 


u Or, against 
the children of 
Ammon, 


EZEKIEL XXV. 

1 God*s vengeance i for their insolence against the Jews, upon the Ammonites ; 8 upon 
Moab and Seir ; 12 upoii Edom, 15 aiid upon the Philistines, 

The word of the Lord came again unto me, saying, i 

Son of man, ^ set thy face against the Ammonites, and pro- 2 
phesy against them ; 

And say unto the Ammonites, Hear the word of the Lord 3 
God; Thus saith the Lord God; Because thou saidst, Aha, 
against my sanctuary, when it was profaned ; and against the 
land of Israel, when it was desolate ; and against the house of 
Judah, when they went into captivity ; 

Behold, therefore I will deliver thee to the ^ men of the east 4 
for a possession, and they shall set their palaces in thee, and 
make their dwellings in thee : they shall eat thy fruit, and they 
shall drink thy milk. 

And I will make Rabbah a stable for camels, and the Am- 5 
monites a couching place for flocks : and ye shall know that I 
am the Lord. 

For thus saith the Lord God ; Because thou hast clapped 6 
fAme hands, and stamped with the °feet, and rejoiced in Pheart 
with all thy despite ^ against the land of Israel ; 

Behold, therefore I will stretch out mine hand upon thee, 7 
and will deliver thee for ^a spoil to the heathen ; and I will cut 
thee off* from the people, and I will cause thee to perish out of 
the countries : I will destroy thee ; and thou shalt know that I 
am the Lord. 

Thus saith the Lord God ; Because that ® Moab and 8 
Seir do say. Behold, the house of Judah is like unto all the 
heathen ; 

Therefore, behold, 1 will open the * side of Moab from the 9 
cities, from his cities which are on his frontiers, the glory of the 
country, Beth-jeshimoth, Baal-meon, and Kiriathaim, 

Unto the men of the east ^ with the Ammonites, and will lo 
give them in possession, that the Ammonites may not be re- 
membered among the nations. 

And I will execute judgments upon Moab; and they shall ii 
know that I am the Lord. 

Thus saith the Lord God ; Because that Edom hath dealt 12 
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against the house of Judah ^ by taking vengeance, and hath 
greatly offended, and revenged himself upon them ; 

13 Therefore thus saith the Lord God ; I will also stretch out 
mine hand upon Edom, and will cut off man and beast from it; 
and I will make it desolate from Teman ; and ^ they of Dedan 
shall fall by the sword. 

14 And I will lay my vengeance upon Edom by the hand of 
my people Israel : and they shall do in Edom according to 
mine anger and according to my fury ; and they shall know my 
vengeance, saith the Lord God. 

15 Thus saith the Lord God; Because the Philistines have 
dealt by revenge, and have taken vengeance with a despiteful 
heart, to destroy it *for the old hatred; 

16 Therefore thus saith the Lord God ; Behold, I will stretch 
out mine hand upon the Philistines, and I will cut off the 
Cherethims, and destroy the remnant of the ^sea coasts. 

17 And I will execute great ^ vengeance upon them with furious 
rebukes ; and they shall know that I am the Lord, when I shall 
lay my vengeance upon them. 


A.c. 687. 

X Heb. by re 
venging re- 
vengetnent. 

y Or, they 
shall fall by 
the sword unto 
Dedan. 


z Or, with per • 
petual hatred. 


a Or, haven 
of the sea. 
b Heb. ven- 
geances. 


The Destruction of Tyre. 

EZEKIEL XXVI. 

] Tyrus, for insulting against Jerusalem, is threatened. 7 The power of Nebuchadrezzar 
against her. 15 The mourning and astonishment of the sea at her fall. 

1 And it came to pass in the eleventh year, in the first day 
of the month, that the word of the Lord came unto me, 
saying, 

2 Son of man, because that Tyrus hath said against Jerusalem, 
Aha, she is broken that was the gates of the people : she is 
turned unto me : I shall be replenished, now she is laid 
waste : 

3 Therefore thus saith the Lord God ; Behold, I am against 
thee, O Tyrus, and will cause many nations to come up against 
thee, as the sea causeth his waves to come up. 

4 And they shall destroy the walls of Tyrus, and break down 
her towers : I will also scrape her dust from her, and make her 
like the top of a rock. 

5 It shall be a place for the spreading of nets in the midst of 
the sea: for I have spoken it^ saith the Lord God: and it 
shall become a spoil to the nations. 

6 And her daughters which are in the field shall be slain by 
the sword; and they shall know that I am the Lord. 

7 For thus saith the Lord God ; Behold, I will bring upon 
Tyrus Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon, a king of kings, from 
the north, with horses, and with chariots, and with horsemen, 
and companies, and much people. 

8 He shall slay with th^ sword thy daughters in the field : and 
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A.C. 587. 

c Or, pour out 
the engine of 
$hoi. 


d Heb. ac- 
cording to the 
enteringa of a 
city broken 
up. 


e Heb. houaea 
of thy deaire. 

f Is. xxiv. 8. 
Jer. vii. 34. 

& xvi. 9. 


g Heb. trem- 
blings. 


h Rev. xviii. 
9. 

i Heb. of the 

seas. 


he shall make a fort against thee, and ® cast a mount against 
thee, and lift up the buckler against thee. 

And he shall set engines of war against thy walls, and with 9 
his axes he shall break down thy towers. 

By reason of the abundance of his horses their dust shall 10 
cover thee : thy walls shall shake at the noise of the horsemen, 
and of the wheels, and of the chariots, when he shall enter 
into thy gates, ^ as men enter into a city wherein is made a 
breach. 

With the hoofs of his horses shall he tread down all thy 11 
streets : he shall slay thy people by the sword, and thy strong 
garrisons shall go down to the ground. 

And they shall make a spoil of thy riches, and make a prey 12 
of thy merchandise : and they shall break down thy walls, and 
destroy ® thy pleasant houses : and they shall lay thy stones 
and thy timber and thy dust in the midst of the water. 

^ And I will cause the noise of thy songs to cease; and the 13 
sound of thy harps shall be no more heard. 

And I will make thee like the top of a rock : thou shalt be 14 
a place to spread nets upon; thou shalt be built no more: for 
I the Lord have spoken ^Y, saith the Lord God. 

Thus saith the Lord God to Tyrus; Shall not the isles shake 15 
at the sound of thy fall, when the wounded cry, when the 
slai^hter is made in the midst of thee ? 

Then all the princes of the sea shall come down from their 16 
thrones, and lay away their robes, and put off their broidered 
garments : they shall clothe themselves with ^ trembling ; they 
shall sit upon the ground, and shall tremble at every moment, 
and be astonished at thee. 

And they shall take up a ^lamentation for thee, and say to 17 
thee. How art thou destroyed, that wast inhabited^ of seafaring 
men, the renowned city, which wast strong in the sea, she 
and her inhabitants, which cause their terror to be on all that 
haunt it ! 


Now shall the isles tremble in the day of thy fall ; yea, the 18 
isles that are in the sea shall be troubled at thy departure. 

For thus saith the Lord God; When I shall make thee a 19 
desolate city, like the cities that are not inhabited ; when I shall 
bring up tne deep upon thee, and great waters shall cover 
thee ; , 

When I shall bring thee down with them that descend into 20 
the pit, with the people of old time, and shall set thee in the 
low parts of the earth, in places desolate of old, with them that 
go down to the pit, that thou be not inhabited ; and I shall set 
glory in the land of the living; 

kHeb. ter- I will make thee ^ a terror, and thou shalt be no more : though 21 
thou be sought for, yet shalt thou never be found again, saith 
the Lord God. 
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EZEKIEL XXVII. 


I The rich supply of Tyrus, 26 The great and unrecoverable fall thereof. 


The word of the Lord came again unto me, saying, A.c. &87. 

Now, thou son of man, take up a lamentation for Tyrus ; ^ 

And say unto Tyrus, O thou that art situate at the entry of 


the sea, which art a merchant of the people for many isles. Thus 

saith the Lord God ; O Tyrus, thou hast said, I am ^ of perfect iReb. pcr/ec< 

beauty. ^ 


Thy borders are in the ^ midst of the seas, thy builders have niHeb.A«af<. 
perfected thy beauty. 

They have ” made all thy ship boards of fir trees of Senir : ” 
they have taken cedars from Lebanon to make masts for 
thee. 


C^the oaks of Bashan have they, made thine oars; 
company of the Ashurites have made thy benches of ivory, hatches oj 
brought out of the isles of Chittim. 

Fine linen with broidered work from Egypt was that which 
thou spreadest forth to be thy sail ; *1 blue and purple from the cior, purple 
isles of Elishah was that which covered thee. andscarki. 


The inhabitants of Zidon and Arvad were thy mariners ; thy 
wise men^ O Tyrus, that were in thee, were thy pilots. 

The ancients of Gebal and the wise men thereof were in thee 


thy calkers : all the ships of the sea with their mariners were ^ or, stoppers 

. I I 1 f of chinks. 

in thee to occupy tiiy merchandise. s Heb. 

They of Persia and of Lud and of Phut were in thine army, 
thy men of war : they hanged the shield and helmet in thee ; 
they set forth thy comeliness. 

The men of Arvad with thine army were upon thy walls 
round about, and the Gammadims were in thy towers: they 
hanged their shields upon thy walls round about ; they have 
made thy beauty perfect. 

Tarshish was thy merchant by reason of the multitude of all 
hind of riches ; with silver, iron, tin, and lead, they traded in 
thy fairs. 

Javan, Tubal, and Meshech, they were thy merchants : they 
traded the persons of men and vessels of brass in thy ‘ market. 

They of the house of Togarmah traded in thy fairs with 
horses and horsemen and mules. 


The men of Dedan were thy merchants ; many isles were the 
merchandise of thine hand: they brought thee a present 
horns of ivory and ebony. 

Syria was thy merchant by reason of the multitude of ^ the 
wares of thy making : they occupied in thy fairs with emer- 
alds, purple, and broidered work, and fine linen, and coral, and 

sopreue. 

Judah, and the land of Israel, they were thy merchants : they 



5r>8 


A.C. 587. 

y Or, rosin. 


2 Or, Meuzal, 


a Heb. clothes 
of freedom. 
b Heb. they 
were the mer- 
chants of thy 
hand. 


c Or, excellent 
things, 
d Heb. fold- 
ings. 


c Heb. heart. 

i Rev. xviii. 
9, &c. 

g Or, ei)e« 
with all. 
h Heb. heart. 


i Or, waves. 


PERIOD SEVENTH. [part iv. 

traded in thy market wheat of Minnith, and Pannag, and honey, 
and oil, and y balm. 

Damascus was thy merchant in the multitude of the wares of is 
thy making, for the multitude of all riches; in the wine of 
Helbon, and white wool. 

Dan also and Javan Agoing to, and fro occupied in thy 19 
fairs : bright iron, cassia, and calamus, were in thy market. 

Dedani^7«5 thy merchant in ^precious clothes for chariots. 20 

Arabia, and all the princes of Kedar, ^they occupied with 21 
thee in Iambs, and rams, and goats: in these were they thy 
merchants. 

The merchants of Sheba and Raamah, they were thy mer - 22 
chants : they occupied in thy fairs with chief of all spices, and 
with all precious stones and gold. 

Haran, and Canneh, and Eden, the merchants of Sheba, 23 
Ashur, and Chilmad, were thy merchants. 

Theseii?ere thy merchants in *^all sorts in blue ‘^clothes, 24 

and broidered work, and in chests of rich apparel, bound with 
cords, and made of cedar, among thy merchandise. 

The ships of Tarshish did sing of thee in thy market : and 25 
thou wast replenished, and made very glorious in the midst of 
the seas. 

Thy rowers have brought thee into great waters : the east 26 
wind hath broken thee in the midst of tlie seas. 

Thy ^riches, and thy fairs, thy merchandise, thy mariners, 27 
and thy pilots, thy calkers, and the occupiers of thy merchan- 
dise, and all thy men of war, that are in thee, ^ and in all thy 
company which is in the midst of thee, shall fall into the ^ midst 
of the seas in the day of thy ruin. 

The ^ suburbs shall shake at the sound of the cry of thy 28 
pilots. 

And all that handle the oar, the mariners, and all the pilots of 29 
the sea, shall come down from their ships, they shall stand upon 
the land ; 

And shall cause their voice to be heard against thee, and shall 30 
cry bitterly, and shall cast up dust upon their heads, they shall 
wallow themselves in the ashes. 

And they shall make themselves utterly bald for thee, and 3i 
gird them with sackcloth, and they shall weep for thee with 
bitterness of heart and bitter wailing. 

And in their wailing they shall take up a lamentation for thee, 32 
and lament over thee, saying^ What city is like Tyrus, like the 
destroyed in the midst of the sea ? 

When thy wares went forth out of the seas, thou filledst many 33 
people ; thou didst enrich the kings of the earth with the mul- 
titude of thy riches and of thy merchandise. 

In the time when thou shalt be broken by the seas in the 34 



PART IV.] 


DESTRUCTION OF TYRE. 


569 


depths of the waters thy merchandise and all thy company in the A.C. 687. 
midst of thee shall fall. ^ 

35 All the inhabitants of the isles shall be astonished at thee, 
and their kings shall be sore afraid, they shall be troubled in 
their countenance. 

36 The merchants among the people shall hiss at thee ; thou shalt 

be a terror, and ^ never shalt be any more. * ^ Heb. ter- 

roTS. 

1 Heb. shalt 

EZEKIEL XXVIII. noth^Jor 

ever. 

I God's judgment upon the prince of Tyrus for his sacrilegious pride. \.\ A lamentation 
of his great glory corrupted hy sin. 20 The judgment of Zidon. 24 The restoration 
of Israel, 

1 The word of the Lord came again unto me, saying, 

2 Son of man, say unto the prince of Tyrus, Thus saith the 
Lord God ; Because thine heart is lifted up, and thou hast 

said, I am a god, I sit in the seat of God, in the “ midst of the m Heb. A«ar<. 
seas ; ”yet thou art a man, and not God, though thou set thine nis. xxxi.s. 
heart as the heart of God : 

3 Behold, thou art wiser than Daniel ; there is no secret that 
they can hide from thee : 

4 With thy wisdom and with thine understanding thou hast 
gotten thee riches, and hast gotten gold and silver into thy trea- 
sures : 

5 ° By thy great wisdom and by thy traffick hast thou increased l^a^net^T 
thy riches, and thine heart is lifted up because of thy riches: thy wisdom. 

6 Therefore thus saith the Lord God ; Because thou hast set 
thine heart as the heart of God ; 

7 Behold, therefore I will bring strangers upon thee, the terri- 
ble of the nations : and they shall draw their swords against the 
beauty of thy wisdom, and they shall defile thy brightness. 

8 They shall bring thee down to the pit, and thou shalt die 
the deaths of them that are slain in the midst of the seas. 

9 Wilt thou yet say before him that slayeth thee, I am God ? 
but thou shalt he a man, and no God, in the hand of him that 

P slayeth thee. p wound- 

10 Thou shalt die the deaths of the uncircumcised by the hand of 
strangers: for I have spoken lY, saith the Lord God. 

11 Moreover the word of the Lord came unto me, saying, 

12 Son of man, take up a lamentation upon the king of Tyrus, 
and say unto him. Thus saith the Lord God ; Thou sealest up 
the sum, full of wisdom, and perfect in beauty. 

13 Thou hast been in Eden the garden of God : every precious 
stone was thy covering, the ^ sardius, topaz, and the diamond, ^ 
the beryl, the onyx, and the jasper, the sapphire, the ® emerald, 

and the carbuncle, and gold : the workmanship of thy tabrets s Or, chryso- 
and of thy pipes was prepared in thee in the day that tliou wast 
created. 

14 Thou art the anointed cherub that covereth ; and I have set 
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A.c. 587. thee so : thou wast upon the holy mountain of God ; thou hast 
walked up and down in the midst of the stones of fire. 

Thou wast perfect in thy ways from the day that thou wast 15 
created, till iniquity was found in thee. 

By the multitude of thy merchandise they have filled the 16 
midst of thee with violence, and thou hast sinned : therefore I 
will cast thee as profane out of the mountain of God : and I 
will destroy thee, O covering cherub, from the midst of the 
stones of fire. 

Thine heart was lifted up because of thy beauty, thou hast 17 
corrupted thy wisdom by reason of thy brightness : I will cast 
thee to the ground, I will lay thee before kings, that they may 
behold thee. 

Thou hast defiled thy sanctuaries by the multitude of thine is 
iniquities, by the iniquity of thy traffick ; therefore will I bring 
forth a fire from the midst of thee, it shall devour thee, and I 
will bring thee to ashes upon the earth in the sight of all them 
that behold thee. 

All they that know thee among the people shall be astonish- 19 
tHeb. /errori. t ^ terror, and never shalt thou beany 

more. 

Again the word of the Lord came unto me, saying, 20 

Son of man, set thy face against Zidon, and prophesy against 21 
it, 

And say. Thus saith the Lord God ; Behold, I am against 22 
thee, O Zidon; and I wall be glorified in the midst of thee: 
and they shall know that I am the Lord, when I shall have 
executed judgments in her, and shall be sanctified in her. 

For I will send into her pestilence, and blood into her streets ; 23 
and the wounded shall be judged in the midst of her by the 
sword upon her on every side ; and they shall know that I am 
the Lord. 

And there shall be no more a pricking brier unto the house 24 
of Israel, nor any grieving thorn of all that are round about 
them, that despised them ; and they shall know that I am the 
Lord God. 

Thus saith the Lord God ; When I shall have gathered the 25 
house of Israel from the people among whom they are scat- 
tered, and shall be sanctified in them in the sight of the heathen, 
then shall they dwell in their land that I have given to my 
servant Jacob. 

co^dMce. dwell safely therein, and shall build houses, 26 

and plant vineyards; yea, they shall dwell with confidence, 

X Or, ipoil, when I have executed judgments upon all those that ^ despise 
them round about them ; and they shall know that I am the 
Lord their God. 
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§ 2. Prophecy against Egypt, 

EZEKIEL XXXII. VER. 1 — 16. 

1 And it came to pass in the twelfth year, in the twelfth month, 
in the first day of the month, that the word of the Lord came 
unto me, saying 

2 Son of man, take ^ a lamentation for Pharaoh king of E^ypt, 
and say unto him. Thou art like a young lion of the nations, 
and thou art as a ® whale in the seas : and thou earnest forth 
with thy rivers, and troubledst the waters with thy feet, and 
fouledst their rivers. 

3 Thus saith the Lord God ; 1 will therefore ^ spread out my 
net over thee with a company of many people ; and they shall 
bring thee up in my net. 

4 Then will I leave thee upon the land, I will cast thee forth 
upon the open field, and will cause all the fowls of the heaven 
to remain upon thee, and I will fill the beasts of the whole 
earth with thee. 

5 And I will lay thy flesh upon the mountains, and fill the 
valleys with thy height. 

6 I will also water with thy blood ®the land wherein thou 
swimmest, even to the mountains ; and the rivers shall be full 
of thee. 

7 And when I shall ^ put thee out, ® I will cover the heaven, 
and make the stars thereof dark ; I will cover the sun with a 
cloud, and the moon shall not give her light. 

8 All the ^ bright lights of heaven will I make ^ dark over thee, 
and set darkness upon thy land, saith the Lord God. 

9 I will also ^ vex the hearts of many people, when I shall 
bring thy destruction among the nations, into the countries 
whi(m thou hast not known. 

10 Yea, I will make many people amazed at thee, and their 
kings shall be horribly afraid for thee, when I shall brandish 
my sword before them ; and they shall tremble at every moment, 
every man for his own life, in the day of thy fall. 

11 For thus saith the Lord God; The sword of the king of 
Babylon shall come upon thee. 

12 By the swords of the mighty will I cause thy multitude to 
fall, the terrible of the nations, all of them : and they shall 
spoil the pomp of Egypt, and all the multitude thereof shall be 
destroyed. 


A.c. 587. 


a Or, dragon. 


b ch. xii. 13, 
& xvii. 20. 


c Or, the land 
of thy swim- 
ming. 

d Or, extin- 
guish. 

e Is. xiii. 10. 
Joel ii. 31. 
&iii. 15. Matt, 
xxiv. 29. 
f Heb. lights 
of the light in 
heaven, 
g Heb. them 
dark. 

h Heb. pro- 
voke to anger, 
or, grief. 


The predictions in these two sections were delivered at different times after the capture of 
Jerusalem ; compare ver. 1, with 17. By “the waters,” in ver. 2, are signified the neighbouring 
kingdoms, whose peace was disturbed by the Egyptian monarch; compare ver. 7> 8, with chap, 
xxxi. 15. God’s judgments upon particular countries being earnests of a general judgment ; they 
are described in such terms, as if the whole frame of nature were dissolved. The desolation spoken 
of in ver. 13, was to last forty years, see chap. xxix. 11 ; when their neighbours would enjoy such 
quietness as a river does that is never ruffled, ver. 14. 




572 


PERIOD SEVENTH. 


[part IV. 


A C. 587. I will destroy also all the beasts tliereof from beside the great 13 
waters ; neither shall the foot of man trouble them any more, 
nor the hoofs of beasts trouble them. 

Then will I make their waters deep, and cause their rivers to 14 
run like oil, saith the Lord God. 

When I shall make the land of Egypt desolate, and the coun- 15 
\Se}romtJie ^ destitute of that whereof it was full, when I shall 

fuinett there- Smite all them that dwell therein, then shall they know that I 
am the Lord. 

This is the lamentation wherewith they shall lament her : 16 
the daughters of the nations shall lament her : they shall lament 
for her, even for Egypt, and for all her multitude, saith the 
Lord God. 


§ 3. Prophecy against Egypt. 

EZEKIEL XXXII. VER. 17, TO THE END. 

It came to pass also in the twelfth year, in the fifteenth day 17 
of the month, that the word of the Lord came unto me, 
saying”, 

Son of man, wail for the multitude of Egypt, and cast them I8 
down, even her, and the daughters of the famous nations, unto 
the nether parts of the earth, with them that go down into the 
pit. 

Whom dost thou pass in beauty ? go down, and be thou laid 19 
with the uncircumcised. 

They shall fall in the midst of them that are slain by the 20 
^ sword : ® she is delivered to the sword : draw her and all her 

twora it lata. , 

multitudes. 

The strong among the mighty shall speak to him out of the 2 1 
midst of liell with them that help him : they are gone down, 
they lie uncircumcised, slain by the sword. 

Asshur is there and all her company : his graves are about 22 
him : all of them slain, fallen by the sword : 

Whose graves are set in the sides of the pit, and her company 23 
is round about her grave : all of them slain, fallen by the sword, 
b Or, dismay- whicli caused ^ terror in the land of the living. 

There is Elam and all her multitude round about her grave, 24 
all of them slain, fallen by the sword, which are gone down un- 


The imagery of the latter part of this chapter, from verse 17, is sublime and terrible. Bishop 
Lowth remarks that Ezekiel has here described the same scene, with all the same circumstances, as 
Isaiah in chap. xiv. “ Hell,” in verse 21, signifies the state of the dead ; where the deceased tyrants 
are represented as coming to meet the king of Egypt with his auxiliaries (see chap. xxx. 8.) upon 
their arrival at the same place. The Assyrians, both king and people, whose destruction is repre- 
sented, chap, xxx i. ; the Persians, conquered by Nebuchadnezzar, Jer. xlix. 34. The Scythians, 
and the people called Tibareni, and Moschi, (the sons of Japheth, Gen. x. 2, situated towards Mount 
Caucasus, and the Euxine Sea) ; the Edomites, “ Her kings and all her princes,” whose destruction 
is foretold by Ezekiel, chap. xxv. 12 ; “ The princes of the north,” the Tyrians and their allies, 
chap. xxvi. 16 ; joined with the Zidonians their neighbours, are all represented as assembled in this 
invisible state, and laid in the midst of the uncircumcised ; “ all of them slain, fallen by the sword, 
which caused terror in the land of the living.” 
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circumcised into the nether parts of the earth, which caused A.c. 587. 
their terror in the land of the living; yet have they borne their 
shame with them that go down to the pit. 

25 They have set her a bed in the midst of the slain with all 
her multitude : her graves are round about him : all of them 
uncircumcised, slain by the sword: though their terror was 
caused in the land of the living, yet have they borne their shame 
with them that go down to the pit : he is put in the midst of 
them that he slain. 

26 There is Meshech, Tubal, and all her multitude : her graves 
are round about him : all of them uncircumcised, slain by 
the sword, though they caused their terror in the land of the 
living. 

27 And they shall not lie with the mighty that are fallen of the 
uncircumcised, which are gone down to hell ®with their weapons 

of war: and they have laid their swords under their heads, but Sf war! 
their iniquities sliall be upon their bones, though they were the 
terror of the mighty in the land of the living. 

28 Yea, thou shalt be broken in the midst of the uncircumcised, 
and shalt lie with them that are slain with the sword. 

29 There is Edom, her kings, and all her princes, which with 
their might are laid hy them that were slain by the sword : 
they shall lie with the un circumcised, and with them that go 
down to the pit. 

30 There be the princes of the north, all of them, and all the 
Zidonians, which are gone down with the slain ; with their ter- 
ror they are ashamed of their might ; and they lie uncircum- 
cised with them that he slain by the sword, and bear their shame 
with them that go down to the pit. 

31 Pharaoh shall see them, and shall be comforted over all his 
multitude, even Pharaoh and all his army slain by the sword, 
saith the Lord God. 

32 For I have caused my terror in the land of the living : and 
he shall be laid in the midst of the uncircumcised with them that 
are slain with the sword, even Pharaoh and all his multitude, 
saith the Lord God. 

§ 4. Appeal to the Captives in Babylon. 

EZEKIEL XXXIII. VEK. 1 20^“. 

1 Again the word of the Lord came unto me, saying, 

2 Son of man, speak to the children of thy people, and say 


This part of chap, xxxiii. is inserted here, as it is placed in the sacred text immediately after 
the thirty-second ; and I see no reason to alter its arrangement. Archbishop Newcome observes, 
“ that Ezekiel certainly uttered the prediction contained in this chapter (ver. 1 — 21.) before Jerusa- 
lem was taken ; but how long is uncertain.” The learned prelate, however, has not given his reason 
for this opinion : and from examining the contents of the prophecy, we may conclude, that the pro- 
phet might as justly be called a watchman to the people after, as before the captivity : and the 
reasoning is as perfectly applicable (perhaps more applicable), to the Jewish church in Babylon, as 
if they had remained in their own country. 
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A.C. 687. unto them, ® When I bring the sword upon a land, if the people 
aHeb ^fandof the land take a man of their coasts, and set him for their 
:^Zrd%7n watchman: 

her. jf when he seeth the sword come upon the land, he blow the 3 

trumpet, and warn the people ; 

hMrili^he^* Then ^whosoever heareth the sound of the trumpet, and 4 
ear naming; if the sword come, and take him away, his 

blood shall be upon his own head. 

He heard the sound of the trumpet, and took not warning ; 5 
his blood shall be upon him. But he that taketh warning shall 
deliver his soul. 

But if the watchman see the sw’ord come, and blow not the 6 
trumpet, and the people be not warned ; if the sword come, 
and take any person from among them, he is taken away in 
his iniquity; but his blood will I require at the watchman’s 
hand. 

cch.iii. 17, c ^^ou, O son of man, I have set thee a watchman unto 7 
the house of Israel ; therefore thou shalt hear the word at my 
mouth, and warn them from me. 

When I say unto the wicked, O wicked man^ thou shalt surely 8 
die ; if thou dost not speak to warn the wicked from his way, 
that wicked man shall die in his iniquity ; but his blood will I 
require at thine hand. 

Nevertheless, if thou warn the wicked of his way to turn 9 
from it; if he do not turn from his way, he shall die in his 
iniquity ; but thou hast delivered thy soul. 

Therefore, O thou son of man, speak unto the house of lo 
Israel ; Thus ye speak, saying. If our transgressions and our 
sins he upon us, and we pine away in them, how should we 
then live? 

d 2 Sam. xiv. Say unto them. As I live, saith the Lord God, ^ I have no 1 1 
H.ch. xviii. in the death of the wicked; but that the wicked turn 

from his way and live : turn ye, turn ye from your evil ways ; 
ech. xviii.3i. for ® why will ye die, O house of Israel ? 

Therefore, thou son of man, say unto the children of thy 12 
fch. xviii. 24. people. The ^righteousness of the righteous shall not deliver 
him in the day of his transgression : as for the wickedness of 
the wicked, he shall not fall thereby in the day that he turneth 
from his wickedness ; neither shall the righteous be able to live 
for his righteousness in the day that he sinneth. 

When I shall say to the righteous, that he shall surely live ; 13 
if he trust to his own righteousness, and commit iniquity, all his 
righteousness shall not be remembered; but for his iniquity 
that he hath committed, he shall die for it. 

Again, when I say unto the wicked. Thou shalt surely die ; 14 
gHeb.iiM^- if he turn from his sin, and do « that which is lawful and 
right; 

^ the wicked restore the pledge, give again that he had 15 
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robbed, walk in the statutes of life, without committing iniquity; W 
he shall surely live, he shall not die. " ^ 

16 None of his sins that he hath committed shall be mentioned 
unto him: he hath done that which is lawful and right; he shall 
surely live. 

17 Yet the children of thy people say, The way of the Lord is 
not equal: but as for them, their way is not equal. 

18 When the righteous turneth from his righteousness, and com- 
mitteth iniquity, he shall even die thereby. 

19 But if the wicked turn from his wickedness, and do that 
which is lawful and right, he shall live thereby. 

20 Yet ye say, ^ The way of the Lord is not equal. O ye ^ch.xviii. 25 . 
house of Israel, I will judge you every one after his ways. 

§ 5. Ezekiel proceeds to denounce the Anger of God on the Governors of 
the Jews, who had deceived the People to their Ruin. He then predicts 
the Restoration of the Jews to Jerusalem, and the ultimate Happiness 
of Christ's Kingdom. 

EZEKIEL XXXIV 

1 A reproof of the shepherds. 7 God's judgment against them. 11 His providence for 
his flock. 20 The kingdom of Christ. 

1 And the word of the Lord came unto me, saying, 

2 Son of man, prophesy against the shepherds of Israel, pro- 
phesy, and say unto them, Thus saith the Lord God unto the 
shepherds; ^WoeZ>e to the shepherds of Israel that do feed 
themselves ! should not the shepherds feed the flocks ? 

3 Ye eat the fat, and ye clothe you with the wool, ye kill them 
that are fed : hut ye feed not the flock. 

4 The diseased have ye not strengthened, neither have ye 
healed that which was sick, neither have ye bound up that 
which was broken, neither have ye brought again that which was 
driven away, neither have ye sought that which was lost; but 

with ^ force and with cruelty have ye ruled them. ^ ^ Pet- v- s. 

5 And they were scattered, ® because there is no shepherd: and 

they became meat to all the beeists of the field, when they were andaover’.s. 
scattered. 

6 My sheep wandered through all the mountains, and upon 
every high hill : yea, my flock was scattered upon all the face 
of the earth, and none did search or seek after them, 

7 Therefore, ye shepherds, hear the word of the Lord ; 


In chapter xxxiv. God reproves the conduct of the governors of the Jewish people, ver. 1 — ]] ; 
and promises, under the symbol of a shepherd, to provide for them himself. He promises to restore 
them to their own land under the Messiah, under whose reign their happiness is beautifully described. 
Chapter xxxv. repeats the prophet’s former denunciations against the Edomites (see chap. xxv. 12.) 
as a just punishment for their insults to the Jews during their calamities. The thirty-sixth chapter 
announces the general restoration of the Jews, and their consequent happiness. The same subject 
is illustrated in chapter xxxvii. 1 — 16, under the vision of a resurrection of dry bones ; which many 
commentators have considered as remotely alluding to the general resurrection : under the union of 
two sticks, (ver. 16, to the end) is foretold the union of Israel and Judah into one state and church 
under the Messiah. — Horne’s Crit. Introd. 
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As I live, saith the Lord God, surely because my flock be- 8 
came a prey, and my flock became meat to every beast of the 
field, because there was no shepherd, neither did my shepherds 
search for ray flock, but the shepherds fed themselves, and fed 
not my flock ; 

Therefore, O ye shepherds, hear the word of the Lord ; 9 

Thus saith the Lord God ; Behold, I am against the shep- 
herds ; and I will require my flock at their hand, and cause lO 
them to cease from feeding the flock ; neither shall the shep- 
herds feed themselves any more ; for I will deliver my flock 
from their mouth, that they may not be meat for them. 

For thus saith the Lord God ; Behold, I, even I, will both il 
search my sheep, and seek them out. 

As a shepherd seeketh out his flock in the day that he 12 
is among his sheep that are scattered ; so will I seek out my 
sheep, and will deliver them ou^of all places where they have 
been scattered in the cloudy and dark day. 

And I will bring them out from the people, and gather them 13 
from the countries, and will bring them to their own land, and 
feed them upon the mountains of Israel by the rivers, and in 
all the inhabited places of the country. 

I will feed them in a good pasture, and upon the high moun- 14 
tains of Israel shall their fold be : there shall they lie in a good 
fold, and in a fat pasture shall they feed upon the mountains of 
Israel. 

I will feed my flock, and I will cause them to lie down, saith 15 
the Lord God. 

I will seek that which was lost, and bring again that which 16 
was driven away, and will bind up that which was broken, and 
will strengthen that which was sick : but I will destroy the fat 
and the strong; I will feed them with judgment. 

And as for you, O my flock, thus saith the Lord God ; Be- 17 
hold, I judge between ® cattle and cattle, between the rams and 
the ^he goats. 

Seemeth it a small thing unto you to have eaten up the good is 
pasture, but ye must tread down with your feet the residue of 
your pastures ? and to have drunk of the deep waters, but ye 
must foul the residue with your feet ? 

And as jhr my flock, they eat that which ye have trodden 19 
with your leet; and they drink that which ye have fouled with 
your feet. 

Therefore thus saith the Lord God unto them ; Behold, I, 20 
even I, will judge between the fat cattle and between the lean 
cattle. 

Because ye have thrust with side and with shoulder, and 21 
pushed all the diseased with your horns, till ye have scattered 
them abroad ; 
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22 Therefore will I save my flock, and they shall no more be a ^.c. 687. 

prey ; and I will judge between cattle and cattle. ^ ^ 

23 And I will set up one « shepherd over them, and he shall feed john’^; }}; 
them, even my servant David ; he shall feed them, and he shall 

be their shepherd. 

24 And I the Lord will be their God, and my servant David a 
prince among them ; I the Lord have spoken it. 

25 And I will make with them a covenant of peace, and will 
cause the evil beasts to cease out of the land : and they shall 
dwell safely in the wilderness, and sleep in the woods. 

26 And I will make them and the places round about my hill a 
blessing; and I will cause the shower to come down in his 
season ; there shall be showers of blessing. 

27 And the tree of the field shall yield her fruit, and the earth 
shall yield her increase, and they shall be safe in their land, 
and shall know that I am the Lord, when I have broken the 
bands of their yoke, and delivered them out of the hand of those 
that served themselves of them. 

28 And they shall no more be a prey to the heathen, neither 
shall the beast of the land devour them ; but they shall dwell 
safely, and none shall make them afraid. 

29 And I will raise up for them a ^ plant * of renown, and they 

shall be no more ^consumed with hunger in the land, neither i or, /or re-’ 
bear the shame of the heathen any more. THei). taicen 

30 Thus shall they know that I the Lord their God am with 
them, and that they, even the house of Israel, are my people, 
saith the Lord God. 

31 And ye my ^ flock, the flock of my pasture, are men, and I ^ ii. 
am your God, saith the Lord God. 


EZEKIEL XXXV. 


The judgment of mount Seir for their hatred of Israel. 


1 

2 

3 


4 

5 


6 


Moreover the word of the Lord came unto me, saying, 

Son of man, set thy face against mount Seir, and prophesy 
against it, 

And say unto it. Thus saith the Lord God; Behold, O mount 
Seir, I am against thee, and I will stretch out mine hand against 
thee, and I will make thee ^ most desolate. 

I will lay thy cities waste, and thou shalt be desolate, and «o/a«on: so 
thou shalt know that I am the Lord. 

Because thou hast had a " perpetual hatred, and hast ® shed 
the blood of the children of Israel by the p force of the sword in 
the time of their calamity, in the time that their iniquity had out the chil- 

an end l ^ ^ P 

Therefore, as I live, saith the Lord God, I will prepare thee 
unto blood, and blood shall pursue thee; sith thou hast not 
hated blood, even blood shall pursue thee. 

VOL. II. p p 
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A.C, 587 . Thus will I make mount Seir ^ most desolate, and cut olF 7 
q Heb?rf«io/a- from it him that passeth out and him that returneth, 

I mountains with his slain men : in thy hills, 8 

and in thy valleys, and in all thy rivers, shall they fall that are 
slain with the sword. 

I will make thee perpetual desolations, and thy cities shall 9 
not return : and ye shall know that I am the Lord. 

Because thou hast said. These two nations and these twh lo 
rps^ixxxiii. couDtries shall be mine, and we will ^possess it; ® whereas the 
^'oi, 'though Lord was there: 

wa$thne. Therefore, as I live, saith the Lord God, I will even doll 
according to thine anger, and according to thine envy which 
thou hast used out of thy hatred against them ; and I will make 
myself known among them, when I have judged thee. 

And thou shalt know that I am the Lord, and that I have 12 
heard all thy blasphemies which thou hast spoken against the 
mountains of Israel, saying, They are laid desolate, they are 
given us Uo consume. 

Thus with your mouth ye have '^boasted against me, andi3 
have multiplied your words against me : I have heard them. 

Thus saith the Lord God ; When the whole earth rejoiceth, 14 
I will make thee desolate. 

As thou didst rejoice at the inheritance of the house of Israel, 15 
because it was desolate, so will I do unto thee : thou shalt be 
desolate, O mount Seir, and all Idumea, ev)en all of it ; and 
they shall know that I am the Lord. 

EZEKIEL XXXVI. 

I The land of Israel is comforted^ both by destruction of the heathen, who spitefully used 
it, 8 and by the blessings of God promised unto it. 10 Israel was rejected for their 
sin, 21 and shall be restored without their desert. 25 The blessings of Christ's king- 
dom. 

xch.vi.2. Also, thou SOD of mail, prophesy unto the ^mountains of i 
Israel, and say. Ye mountains of Israel, hear the word of the 
Lord : 

Thus saith the Lord God; Because the enemy hath said 2 
against you, Aha, even the ancient high places are our’s in 
possession : 

Therefore prophesy and say. Thus saith the Lord God; 3 
y Heb. Be- y Because they have made you desolate, and swallowed you up 
laml. ^ on every side, that ye might be a possession unto the residue 
m^toZL of the heathen, and ^ye are taken up in the lips of talkers, and 

rx , t. i. x r t. 

Therefore, ye mountains oi Israel, hear the word or the 4 
Lord God ; Thus saith the Lord God to the mountains, and 
to the hills, to the ® rivers, and to the valleys, to the desolate 
wastes, and to the cities that are forsaken, which became a 
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prey and derision to the residue of the heathen that are round A.c. 587. 
about ; " ' 

5 Therefore thus saith the Lord God; Surely in the fire of 
my jealousy have I spoken against the residue of the heathen, 
and against all Idumea, which have appointed my land into 
their possession with the joy of all their heart, with despiteful 
minds, to cast it out for a prey. 

6 Prophesy therefore concerning the land of Israel, and say 
unto the mountains, and to the hills, to the rivers, and to the 
valleys. Thus saith the Lord God ; Behold, I have spoken in 
my jealousy and in my fury, because ye have borne the shame 
of the heathen : 

7 Therefore thus saith the Lord God ; I have lifted up mine 
hand. Surely the heathen that are about you, they shall beai’ 
their shame. 

8 But ye, O mountains of Israel, ye shall shoot forth your 
branches, and yield your fruit to my people of Israel ; for they 
are at hand to come. 

9 For, behold, I am for you, arid I will turn unto you, and ye 
shall be tilled and sown : 

10 And I will multiply men upon you, all the house of Israel, 
even all of it : and the cities shall be inhabited, and the wastes 
shall be builded : 

11 And I will multiply upon you man and beast; and they 
shall increase and bring fruit : and I will settle you after your 
old estates, and will do better ?/nto you than at your beginnings: 
and ye shall know that I am the Lord. 

12 Yea, I will cause men to walk upon you, even my people 
Israel ; and they shall possess thee, and thou shalt be their 
inheritance, and thou shalt no more henceforth bereave them 
of men. 

13 Thus saith the Lord God; Because they say unto you, Thou 
land devourest up men, and hast bereaved thy nations ; 

14 Therefore thou shalt devour men no more, neither ^ bereave 
thy nations any more, saith the Lord God. 

15 Neither will I cause men to hear in thee the shame of the 
heathen any more, neither shalt thou bear the reproach of the 
people any more, neither shalt thou cause thy nations to fall 
any more, saith the Lord God. 

16 Moreover the word of the Lord came unto me, saying, 

17 Son of man, when the house of Israel dwelt in their own 
land, they defiled it by their own way, and by their doings : 
their way was before me as the unclean ness of a removed 
woman. 

18 Wherefore I poured my fury upon them for the blood that 
they had shed upon the land, and for their idols wherewith they 
had polluted it : 

19 And I scattered them among the heathen, and they were 

p p 2 
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dispersed through the countries : according to their way and 
according to their doings I judged them. 

And when they entered unto the heathen, whither they went, 20 
they ® profaned my holy name, when they said to them. These 
are the people of the Lord, and are gone forth out of his 
land. 

But I had pity for mine holy name, which the house of Israel 2I 
had profaned among the heathen, whither they went. 

Therefore say unto the house of Israel, Thus saith the Lord 22 
God ; I do not (his for your sakes, O house of Israel, but for 
mine holy name’s sake, which ye have profaned among the 
heathen, whither ye went. 

And I will sanctify my great name, which was profaned 23 
among the heathen, which ye have profaned in the midst of 
them ; and the heathen shall know that I am the Lord, saith 
the Lord God, when I shall be sanctified in you before ^ their 
eyes. 

For I will take you from among the heathen, and gather 24 

! ^ou out of all countries, and will bring you into your own 
and. 

Then will I sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye shall be 25 
clean : from all your filthiness, and from all your idols, will I 
cleanse you. 

A ® new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will 1 26 
put within you : and I will take away the stony heart out of 
your flesh, and I will give you an heart of flesh. 

And I will put my spirit within you, and cause you to 27 
walk in my statutes, and ye shall keep my judgments, and do 
them. 

And ye shall dwell in the land that I gave to your fathers ; 28 
and ye shall be my people, and I will be your God. 

I will also save you from all your uncleanness : and I will 29 
call for the corn, and will increase it, and lay no famine upon 
you. 

And I will multiply the fruit of the tree, and the increase of 30 
the field, that ye shall receive no more reproach of famine 
among the heathen. 

Then shall ye remember your own evil ways, and your doings 3i 
that were not good, and shall lothe yourselves in your own sight 
for your iniquities and for your abominations. 

Not for your sakes do I this^ saith the Lord God, be it 32 
known unto you : be ashamed and confounded for your own 
ways, O house of Israel. 

Thus saith the Lord God ; In the day that I shall have 33 
cleansed you from all your iniquities I will also cause you to 
dwell in the cities, and the wastes shall be builded. 

And the desolate land shall be, tilled, whereas it lay desolate 34 
in the sight of all that passed by. 
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35 And they shall say, This land that was desolate is become A.c. 587. 
like the ^rden of « Eden ; and the waste and desolate and 
ruined cities are become fenced, and are inhabited. 

36 Then the heathen that are left round about you shall know 

that I the Lord build the ruined places^ and plant that that was 
desolate : ^ I the Lord have spoken zY, and 1 will do it. & 

37 Thus saith the Lord God j I will yet for this be enquired xxxvii. m. 
of by the house of Israel, to do it for them ; I will increase 

them with men like a flock. 

38 As the Mioly flock, as the flock of Jerusalem in her solemn iHeb./ocAo/ 
feasts; so shall the waste cities be filled with flocks of men : 

and they shall know that 1 am the Lord. 

EZEKIEL XXXVII. 

I By the resurrection of dry bones f 11 the dead hope of Israel is revived. 16 By the 
uniting of two sticksy 18 is shewed the incorporation of Israel into Judah. 20 The 
promises of Christ’s kingdom. 

1 The hand of the Lord was upon me, and carried me out in 
the spirit of the Lord, and set me down in the midst of the 
valley which xvas full of bones, 

2 And caused me to pass by them round about : and, behold, 
there were very many in the open ^valley; and, lo, they 
very dry. 

3 And he said unto me. Son of man, can these bones live ? 

And I answered, O Lord God, thou knowest. 

4 Again he said unto me. Prophesy upon these bones, and say 
unto them, O ye dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. 

5 Thus saith the Lord God unto these bones ; Behold, I will 
cause breath to enter into you, and ye shall live : 

6 And I will lay sinews upon you, and will bring up flesh upon 
you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and ye 
shall live ; and ye shall know that I am the Lord. 

7 So I prophesied as I was commanded : and as I prophesied, 
there was a noise, and behold a shaking, and the bones came 
together, bone to his bone. 

8 And when I beheld, lo, the sinews and, the flesh came up 
upon them, and the skin covered them above : but there was no 
breath in them. 

9 Then said he unto me, Prophesy unto the ^ wind, prophesy, \ ox,hiea(h 
son of man, and say to the wind, Thus saith the Lord God ; 

Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these 

slain, that they may live. 

10 So I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came 
into them, and they lived, and stood up upon their feet, an ex- 
ceeding great army. 

II Then he said unto me. Son of man, these bones are the 
whole house of Israel : behold, they say. Our bones are dried, 
and our hope is lost : we are cut off for our parts. 
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A.c. 587. Therefore prophesy and say unto them. Thus saith the Lord 12 
' God ; Behold, O my people, I will open your graves, and 
cause you to come up out of your graves, and bring you into 
the land of Israel. 

And ye shall know that I am the Lord, when I have 13 
opened your graves, O my people, and brought you up out of 
your graves. 

And shall put my spirit in you, and ye shall live, and I 14 
shall place you in your own land : then shall ye know that I 
the Lord have spoken iV, and performed zY, saith the Lord. 

The word of the Lord came again unto me, saying, 15 

Moreover, thou son of man, take thee one stick, and write 16 
upon it, For Judah, and for the children of Israel his com- 
panions : then take another stick, and write upon it. For Jo- 
seph, the stick of Ephraim, and^r all the house of Israel his 
companions : 

And join them one to another into one stick; and they shall 17 
become one in thine hand. 

And when the children of thy people shall speak unto thee, is 
saying. Wilt thou not shew us what thou meanest by these ? 

Say unto them, Thus saith the Lord God; Behold, I will 19 
take the stick of Joseph, which is in the hand of Ephraim, and 
the tribes of Israel his fellows, and will put them with him, even 
with the stick of Judah, and make them one stick, and they 
shall be one in mine hand. 

And the sticks whereon thou writest shall be in thine hand 20 
before their eyes. 

And say unto them. Thus saith the Lord God ; Behold, I 21 
will take the children of Israel from among the heathen, whither 
they be gone, and will gather them on every side, and bring 
them into their own land : 

And I will make them one nation in the land upon the 22 
m John X. 16. mountains of Israel ; and ®“one king shall be king to them all ; 

and they shall be no more two nations, neither shall they be 
divided into two kingdoms any more at all : 23 

Neither shall they defile themselves any more with their 
idols, nor with their detestable things, nor with any of their 
transgressions: but I will save them out of all their dwelling- 
places, wherein they have sinned, and will cleanse them : so 
shall they be my people, and I will be their God. 
jel^xxii/s ” David my servant shall he king over them ; and they 24 

8c XXX. 9. ch. all shall have one shepherd : they shall also walk in my judg- 
xxxiv.23,24. observe my statutes, and do them. 

And they shall dwell in the land that I have given unto 25 
Jacob my servant, wherein your fathers have dwelt ; and they 
shall dwell therein, even they, and their children, and their 
children’s children for ever: and my servant David shall he their 
prince for ever. 
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26 Moreover I will make a “ covenant of peace with them ; it A.c. 687. 

shall be an everlasting covenant with them : and I will place 0 Ps Ixxjiix. 
them, and multiply them, and will set my p sanctuary in the 25!^^' 
midst of them for evermore. p2cor.vi.i6. 

27 My tabernacle also shall be with them: yea, 1 will be *1 their 
God, and they shall be my people. 

28 And the heathen shall know that I the Lord do sanctify 
Israel, when my sanctuary shall be in the midst of them for 
evermore. 

§ 6. Prophecy of the future great Contest between the Church and its 
Enemies ; and the Conversion of the Jews in the latter Days*^. 

EZEKIEL XXXVIII. 

1 The army^ 8 and malice of Gog. 14 God' s judgment against him. 

1 And the word of the Lord came unto me, saying, 

2 Son of man, set thy face against ^ Gog, the land of Magog, a Rev. xx. s. 


The numerous interpretations which have been given by various writers*, in our own days, to 
the several pri^hecies of the Old Testament, which allude to the latter times, and the fanciful man- 
ner in which the events of modern w’ars, changes, revolutions, and treaties, have been supposed to 
bear on these prophecies, have tended in a great degree to prejudice the generality of readers from 
attending to the hierophants who propose to conduct them through the recesses of the Temple. 
Although so many speculative theories have been given to the world, still the study of prophecy is 
increasing, and almost every writer adds something to our stock of knowledge on this subject. The 
greater part of the prophecies of God have reference to events which are yet to take place, as well 
as to those which are already past. If any part of the ancient prophecies allude more plainly than 
others to the latter days, it is this of Ezekiel concerning Gog and Magog. It has undoubtedly not 
yet received its completion. Bishop Newton and Joseph Mede are of opinion, that the Gog and 
Magog of Ezekiel, are different from the Gog and Magog of the Apocalypse, — that the former signify 
the Turks, whose expedition against the Holy Land will take place at the beginning of the Millen- 
nium. This opinion is strenuously opposed by Mr. Faber, who supposes, with Archbishop Newcome 
and Mr. Lowman, that the Gog and Magog of Ezekiel are the same as those of the Apocalypse : 
Mr. Faber divides these chapters in the following manner. “ 1. The restoration of Judah, partly in 
a converted, and partly in an unconverted state ; and the contemporary war between the two parties, 
supported by their several allies, the maritime nation and Antichrist. 2. The destruction of Anti- 
christ and his Roman colleagues, under the general mystic name of Edom, and the Lord’s vindica- 
tion of himself for restoring so stubborn a race as that of the Jews. 3. The national resurrection of 
Judah and Israel, to which the overgrown power of Antichrist was the only impediment, and their 
everlasting union under the mystic David their prince. 4. The commencement of the Millennium 
season of blessedness and tranquillity. 5. The destruction of Gog and Magog.” 

I cannot venture to express an opinion on this subject. The prophecy certainly refers to those 
great events which are repeatedly alluded to in other predictions of Holy Writ, as about to take 
place at the end of the world. In this and similar passages, it may be said, “ coming events cast 
their shadows before:” yet we cannot penetrate into the clouds and thick darkness that encircle the 
future. We are both exhorted and encouraged to study the word of prophecy; not with the view 
of indulging curiosity, but of enforcing humility : to strengthen our faith, by enabling us so plainly 
to see the hand of Providence, in the past and present, that we may believe the promises which relate 
to the future. As the present dispensation of the kingdom of the Messiah was predicted in general 
and indefinite terms to the ancient Jews, so is the millennial period of the world predicted to us. As 
the Jew was called on to believe in those ages of the church, so is the Christian required to believe 
at present. As the former prophecies have been fulfilled, so will the latter be accomplished. — Vide 
Faber’s View of the Prophecies relative to the Conversion, Restoration, Union, and future Glory of 
the Houses of Judah and Israel, vol. ii. prophecy xxv. ; Newton on the Prophecies, Dissert, xxv. ; 
Mede’s Works, book iv. epist. 54; and Faber on the Prophecies relative to the Period of 1260 
Years, vol. i. chap. vi. 


Kelt, Galloway, Zouch, Bicheno, Penn, Cunninghame, Freere, G. Sharp. 
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b Or, prince 
of the chief. 


c ch. xxxix. 
2 . 


d Or, Phui. 


A.C. 687. ^the chief prince of Meshech and Tubal, and prophesy against 
him, 

And say, Thus saith the Lord God ; Behold, I am aguinst 3 
thee, O Gog, the chief prince of Meshech and Tubal : 

And ® I will turn thee back, and put hooks into thy jaws, 4 
and I will bring thee forth, and all thine army, horses and 
horsemen, all of them clothed with all sorts of armour.^ even a 
great company with bucklers and shields, all of them handling 
swords : 

Persia, Ethiopia, and ^ Libya with them ; all of them with 5 
shield and helmet : 

Gomer, and all his bands ; the house of Togarmah of the 6 
north quarters, and all his bands : and many people with thee. 

Be thou prepared, and prepare for thyself, thou, and all thy 7 
company that are assembled unto thee, and be thou a guard 
unto them. 

After many days thou shalt be visited : in the latter years 8 
thou shalt come into the land that is brought back from the 
sword, and is gathered out of many people, against tbe moun- 
tains of Israel, which have been always waste: but it is brought 
forth out of the nations, and they shall dwell safely all of 
them. 

Thou shalt ascend and come like a storm, thou shalt be like 9 
a cloud to cover the land, thou, and all thy bands, and many 
people with thee. 

Thus saith the Lord God ; It shall also come to pass, that lo 
at the same time shall things come into thy mind, and thou 
shalt ® think an evil thought : 

And thou shalt say, I will go up to the land of un walled 1 1 
villages ; I will go to them that are at rest, that dwell ^ safely, 
all of them dwelling without walls, and having neither bars 
nor gates, 

^To take a spoil, and to take a prey; to turn thine hand 12 
upon the desolate places that are now inhabited, and upon the 
people that are gathered out of the nations, which have gotten 
cattle and goods, that dwell in the ^ midst of the land. 

Sheba, and Dedan, and the merchants of Tarshish, with all 13 
the young lions thereof, shall say unto thee. Art thou come to 
take a spoil ? hast thou gathered thy company to take a prey ? 
to carry away silver and gold, to take away cattle and goods, to 
take a great spoil ? 

Therefore, son of man, prophesy and say unto Gog, Thus 14 
saith the Lord God; In that day when my people of Israel 
dwelleth safely, shalt thou not know it ? 

And thou shalt come from thy place out of the north parts, is 
thou, and many people with thee, all of them riding upon 
horses, a great company, and a mighty army : 

And thou shalt come up against my people of Israel, as a 16 


e Or, conceive 
a mitchievout 
purpose. 

f Or, confi- 
dently. 


g Heb. To 
spoil the spoil, 
and prey the 
prey. 

h Heb. navel. 
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cloud to cover the land ; it shall be in the hitter days, and I A.c. 587. 
will bring thee against my land, that the heathen may know ^ ^ ' 

me, when I shall be sanctified in thee, O Gog, before their 
eyes. 

17 Thus saith the Lord God ; Art thou he of whom I have 
spoken in old time ‘ by my servants the prophets of Israel, which by the 
prophesied in those days many years that I would bring thee ” 
against them ? 

18 And it shall come to pass at the same time when Gog shall 
come against the land of Israel, saith the Lord God, that my 
fury shall come up in my face. 

19 For in my jealousy and in the fire of my wrath have I spoken, 

Surely in that day there shall be a great shaking in the land of 
Israel ; 

20 So that the fishes of the sea, and the fowls of the heaven, 
and the beasts of the field, and all creeping things that creep 
upon the earth, and all the men that are upon the face of the 
earth, shall shake at my presence, and the mountains shall be 
thrown cbwn, and the steep places shall fall, and every wall J or, lowers, 
shall fall to the ground. 

21 And I will call for a sword against him throughout all ray 
mountains, saith the Lord God : every man’s sword shall be 
against his brother. 

22 And I will plead against him with pestilence and with blood; 
and I will rain upon him, and upon his bands, and upon the 
many people that are with him, an overflowing rain, and great 
hailstones, fire, and brimstone. 

23 Thus will I magnify myself, and ^ sanctify myself; and I 
will be known in the eyes of many nations, and they shall know 23 ! 
that I am the Lord. 


EZEKIEL XXXIX. 

1 God’s judgment upon Gog. 8 Israel’s victory, II Gog’s burial in Ilamon-gog, 
17 The feast of the fowls. 23 Israel^ having been plagued for their sinsy shall be 
gathered again with eternal favour, 

1 Therefore, thou son of man, prophesy against Gog, and say. 
Thus saith the Lord God; Behold, I am against thee, O Gog, 
the chief prince of Meshech and Tubal ; 

2 And I will turn thee back, and ' leave but the sixth part of 
thee, and will cause thee to come up from ™ the north parts, and 
will bring thee upon the mountains of Israel : 

3 And I will smite thy bow out of thy left hand, and will cause 
thine arrows to fall out of thy right hand. 

4 Thou shalt fall upon the mountains of Israel, thou, and all 
thy bands, and the people that is with thee : I will give thee 
unto the ravenous birds of every ” sort, and to the beasts of the 
field ® to be devoured. 

5 Thou shalt fall upon ^ the open field : for I have spoken it^ 
saith the Lord Gon. 


1 Or, strike 
thee with six 
plagues; or, 
draw thee 
back with an 
hook of six 
teeth, as ch. 
xxxviii. 4. 
m Heb. the 
sides of the 
north. 

n Heb. wing, 
o Heb. to de- 
vour. 

p Heb. the 
face of the 
field. 
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A.c. 587^ And I will send a fire on Maffog, and among them that dwell 6 
q Or, 6onfi- ^ carelcsslv in the isles : and they sliall know that I am the 
Lord. 

So will I make my holy name known in the midst of my 7 
people Israel ; and I will not let them pollute my holy name 
any more : and the heathen shall know that I am the Lord, 
the Holy One in Israel. 

Behold, it is come, and it is done, saith the Lord God ; this 8 
is the day whereof I have spoken. 

And they that dwell in the cities of Israel shall go forth, and* 9 
shall set on fire and burn the weapons, both the shields and the 
r Ox, javelins, bucklcrs, the bows and the arrows, and the ^hand-staves, and 
the spears, and they shall ® burn them with fire seven years : 

So that they shall take no wood out of the field, neither cut lo 
down any out of the forests ; for they shall burn the weapons 
with fire : and they shall spoil those that spoiled them, and rob 
those that robbed them, saith the Lord God. 

And it shall come to pass in that day, that I will give unto ii 
Gog a place there of graves in Israel, the valley ot the pas- 
tor, mouths. sengers on the east of the sea: and it shall stop the ^ noses of 
the passengers : and there shall they bury Gog and all his 
multitude : and they shall call it The valley of ^ Hamon-gog. 
oog. And seven months shall the house of Israel be burying of 12 

them, that they may cleanse the land. 

Yea, all the people of the land shall bury them ; and it shall 13 
be to them a renown the day that I shall be glorified, saith the 
Lord God. 

xueh.menof And they shall sever out ^ men of continual employment, 14 
contmuance. tlirough the land to bury with the passengers those 

that remain upon the face of the earth, to cleanse it : after the 
end of seven months shall they search. 

And the passengers that pass through the land, when any 15 
yiieb.fttttw. seeth a man’s bone, then shall he y set up a sign by it, till the 
buriers have buried it in the valley of Hamon-gog. 
zThat is, The And also the name of the citv shall he Harnonah. Thus shall 16 

multitude. .11 i i *' 

they cleanse the land. 

And, thou son of man, thus saith the Lord God; Speak 17 
® unto every feathered fowl, and to every beAst of the field, As- 
semble yourselves, and come ; gather yourselves on every side 
b Or, tiaugh- to my Sacrifice that I do sacrifice for you, even a great sacri- 
fice upon the mountains of Israel, that ye may eat flesh, and 
drink blood. 

Ye shall eat the flesh of the mighty, and drink the blood of I8 
the princes of the earth, of rams, of lambs, and of ® goats, of bul- 
locks, all of them fatlings of Bashan. 

And ye shall eat fat till ye be full, and drink blood till 19 
ye be drunken, of my sacrifice which I have sacrificed for you. 

Thus ye shall be filled at my table with horses and cha- 20 



PART IV.] EZEKIEL’S VISION OF THE SECOND TEMPLE. 


587 


riots, with mighty men, and with all men of war, saith the Lord A.c. 687- 
God. ' ' 

21 And I will set my glory among the heathen, and all the hea- 
then shall see my judgment that 1 have executed, and my hand 
that I have laid upon them. 

22 So the house of Israel shall know that I am the Lord their 
God from that day and forward. 

23 And the heathen shall know that the house of Israel went 
into captivity for their iniquity : because they trespassed 
against me, therefore hid I my face from them, and gave them 
into the hand of their enemies : so fell they all by the sword. 

24 According to their uncleanness and according to their trans- 
gressions have I done unto them, and hid my face from them. 

25 Therefore thus saith the Lord God ; Now will I bring again 
the captivity of Jacob, and have mercy upon the whole house 
of Israel, and will be jealous for my holy name ; 

26 After that they have borne their shame, and all their tres- 
passes whereby they have trespassed against me, when they 
dwelt safely in their land, and none made them afraid. 

27 When I have brought them again from the people, and 
gathered them out of their enemies’ lands, and ^am sanctified dch. xxxvi. 
in them in the sight of many nations ; 

28 Then shall they know that I am the Lord their God, ® which lallin^or^ 
caused them to be led into captivity among the heathen : but I 

have gathered them unto their own land, and have left none of 
them any more there. 

29 Neither will I hide my face any more from them : for I have 
^ poured out my spirit upon the house of Israel, saith the Lord 
God. 


EzekieVs Vision of the second Temple 
EZEKIEL XL. 

I The iime^ manner, and end of the vision, 6 The description of the east gate, 20 of the 
north gate, 24 of the south gate, 32 of the east gate, 35 and of the north gate. 

39 Eight tables. 44 The chambers. 48 The porch of the house. 

1 In the five and twentieth year of our captivity, in the begin- 674. 
ning of the year, in the tenth day of the month, in the four- 


This vision of the second temple was presented to Ezekiel towards the conclusion of his mis- 
sion. In his preceding prophecies he predicted the return of the Jews to their own land, — the 
punishment upon their enemies, — the great contest which should take place in the latter days, — 
and the eventual overthrow of the power of Gog and Magog. From this subject he is naturally led 
to describe the peaceable and flourishing state of the Church in the latter days, typified by the re- 
building of the temple, on the return of the people after the decree of Cyrus. This rebuilding is 
circumstantially described ; but expressions are used respecting the glory of the divine presence, 
which is represented as filling the house, which could not refer to that temple. The new temple 
described by Ezekiel is larger than all Jerusalem, and the new Jerusalem larger than all the land of 
Canaan ; these prophetic dimensions, therefore, demonstrate that these things cannot be understood 
literally, but spiritually. The expression, ch. xliii. 6, “ the place of my throne, and the place of the 
soles of my feet, where I will dwell in the midst of the children of Israel for ever,” cannot allude to 
the glory which, in the person of Christ, only temporarily visited the second temple. It evidently 
seems to prefigure the eventual restoration and ultimate glory of the Jewish nation, when they 
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A C. 574. teenth year after that the city was smitten, in the selfsame day 
' the hand of the Lord was upon me, and brought me thither. 

In the visions of God brought he me into the land of Israel, 2 
which and set me upon a very hi^i mountain, ^ by w'hich was as the 

frame of a city on the south. And he brought me thither, and, 3 
behold, there was a man, whose appearance was like the appear- 
ance of brass, with a line of flax in his hand, and a measuring 
reed ; and he stood in the gate. And the man said unto me, 4 
Son of man, behold with thine eyes, and hear with thine ears, 
and set thine heart upon all that I shall shew thee ; for to the 
intent that I might shew them unto thee art thou brought 
hither : declare all that thou seest to the house of Israel. And 5 
behold a wall on the outside of the house round about, and in 
the man’s hand a measuring reed of six cubits long by the cubit 
and an hand breadth : so he measured the breadth of the build- 
ing, one reed; and the height, one reed, 
b Heb. Then came he unto the gate ^ which looketh toward the 6 

east, and went up the stairs thereof, and measured the threshold 
ike east. gate, which was one reed broad ; and the other threshold 

of the gate^ which teas one reed broad. And every little cham- 7 
ber was one reed long, and one reed broad ; and between the 
little chambers were nve cubits ; and the threshold of the gate 
by the porch of the gate within was one reed. He mea- 8 
sured also the porch of the gate within, one reed. Then mea- 9 
sured he the porch of the gate, eight cubits ; and the posts 
thereof, two cubits ; and the porch of the gate was inward. 
And the little chambers of the gate eastward were three on this 10 
side, and three on that side ; they three were of one measure : 
and the posts had one measure on this side and on that side. 
x\nd he measured the breadth of the entry of the gate, ten 11 
cubits ; and the length of the gate, thirteen cubits. The ^ space 1 2 
also before the little chambers was one cubit on this side^ and 
the space was one cubit on that side : and the little chambers 
were six cubits on this side, and six cubits on that side. He 13 


measured then the gate from the roof of one little chamber to the 
roof of another : the breadth was five and twenty cubits, door 
against door. He made also posts of threescore cubits, even 14 
unto the post of the court round about the gate. And from 15 
the face of the gate of the entrance unto the face of the porch 
d lith.ciosed. of the inner gate were fifty cubits. And there were ^ narrow 16 
windows to the little chamliers, and to their posts within the 
^ot, galleries, gate round about, and likewise to the ® arches : and windows were 
Tofwi^^in. round about ^inward: and upon each post were palm trees. 

Then brought he me into the outward court, and, lo, there were 17 


should again inhabit the land of their fathers, and rebuild in Jerusalem the temple of Jehovah. — 
Vide a Dissertation on Ezekiel’s Vision of the Temple, Ordinances of the priests, &c. &c. &c. by 
Archbishop Seeker, inserted in Archbishop Newcome’s Translation of Ezekiel ; Lightfoot’s 
Chronicle, p. 132. 
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chambersj and a pavement made for the court round about : ^74. 

18 thirty chambers were upon the pavement. And the pavement ' " 

by the side of the gates over against the length of the gates was 

19 the lower pavement. Then he measured the breadth from 
the forefront of the lower gate unto the forefront of the inner 
court ^ without, an hundred cubits eastward and northward. 

20 And the gate of the outward court ^ that looked toward the 

21 north, he measured the length thereof, and the breadth thereof. ^ 

And the little chambers thereof were three on this side and three 
on that side ; and the posts thereof and the 'arches thereof were 
after the measure of the first gate: the length thereof was fifty 

22 cubits, and the breadth five and twenty cubits. And their win- 
dows, and their arches, and their palm trees, were after the 
measure of the gate that looketh toward the east; and they 
went up unto it by seven steps ; and the arches thereof icere before 

23 them. And the gate of the inner court teas over against the 
gate toward the north, and toward the east ; and he measured 
from gate to gate an hundred cubits. 

24 After that he brought me toward the south, and behold a 
gate toward the south : and he measured the posts thereof and 

25 the arches thereof according to these measures. And there were 
windows in it and in the arches thereof round about, like those 
windows : the length was fifty cubits, and the breadth five and 

26 twenty cubits. And there were seven steps to go up to it, and 
the arches thereof were before them : and it had palm trees, 
one on this side, and another on that side, upon the posts there- 

27 of. And there was a gate in the inner court toward the south : 
and he measured from gate to gate toward the south an hundred 

28 cubits. And he brought me to the inner court by the south 
gate : and he measured the south gate according to these 

29 measures ; and the little chambers thereof, and the posts there- 
of, and the arches thereof, according to these measures : and 
there were windows in it and in the arches thereof round about : 

30 it was fifty cubits long, and five and twenty cubits broad. And 
the arches round about were five and twenty cubits long, and 

31 five cubits ^ broad. And the arches thereof were toward thekHeb. 
utter court ; and palm trees were upon the posts thereof : and 

the going up to it had eight steps. 

32 And he brought me into the inner court toward the east : 

33 and he measured the gate according to these measures. And 
the little chambers thereof, and the posts thereof, and the arches 
thereof, were according to these measures : and there were win- 
dows therein and in the arches thereof round about : it was 

34 fifty cubits long, and five and twenty cubits broad. And the 
arches thereof were toward the outer court; and palm trees were 
upon the posts thereof, on this side, and on that side : and the 
going up to it had eight steps. 

35 And he brought me to the north gate, and measured it 
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A.C. 574 . according to these measures ; the little chambers thereof, the 36 
' ^ posts thereof, and the arches thereof, and the windows to it 

round about : the length was fifty cubits, and the breadth five 
and twenty cubits. And the posts thereof were toward the utter 37 
court ; and palm trees were upon the posts thereof, on this side, 
and on that side : and the going up to it had eight steps. And 38 
the chambers and the entries thereof were by the posts of the 
gates, where they washed the burnt offering. 

And in the porch of the gate were two tables on this side, 39 
and two tables on that side, to slay thereon the burnt offering 
and the sin offering and the trespass offering. And at the side 40 
without, ^as one goeth up to the entry of the north gate, were 
two tables ; and on the other side, which was at the porch of 
the gate, were two tables. Four tables were on this side, and 41 
four tables on that side, by the side of the gate ; eight tables, 
whereupon they slew their sacrifices. And the four tables were 42 
of hewn stone for the burnt offering, of a cubit and an half 
long, and a cubit and an half broad, and one cubit high: where- 
upon also they laid the instruments wherewith they slew the 
!?onJ’or^we bumt offering and the sacrifice. And within were “hooks, an 43 
two hearth- hand broad, fastened round about : and upon the tables was the 
stonee. offering. 

And without the inner gate were the chambers of the singers 44 
in the inner court, which teas at the side of the north gate ; 
and their prospect was toward the south: one at the side of the 
east gate having the prospect toward the north. And he said 45 
unto me, This chamber, whose prospect is toward the south, is 
or^omZnce- pricsts, the keepers of the "charge of the house. And 46 

And so ver. ‘ the chamber whose prospect is toward the north is for the 
priests, the keepers of the charge of the altar : these are the 
sons of Zadok among the sons of Levi, which come near to the 
Lord to minister unto him. So he measured the court, an 47 
hundred cubits long, and an hundred cubits broad, foursquare ; 
and the altar that was before the house. 

And he brought me to the porch of the house, and measured 48 
each post of the porch, five cubits on this side, and five cubits 
on that side : and the breadth of the gate was three cubits on 
this side, and three cubits on that side. The length of the 49 
porch was twenty cubits, and the breadth eleven cubits : and 
he brought me by the steps whereby they went up to it : and 
there were pillars by the posts, one on this side, and another on 
that side. 

EZEKIEL XLI, 

The measures, parts, chambers, and ornaments of the temple. 

Afterward he brought me to the temple, and measured the 1 
posts, six cubits broad on the one side, and six cubits broad on 
the other side, which was the breadth of the tabernacle. And 2 
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the breadth of the ® door was ten cubits ; and the sides of the A.c. 574. 
door were five cubits on the one side, and five cubits on the ^ 

other side : and he measured the length thereof, forty cubits : 

3 and the breadth, twenty cubits. Then went he inward, and 
measured the post of the door, two cubits ; and the door, six 

4 cubits ; and the breadth of the door, seven cubits. So he mea- 
sured the length thereof, twenty cubits; and the breadth, 
twenty cubits, before the temple : and he said unto me. This 

5 is the most holy place. After he measured the wall of the 
house, six cubits ; and the breadth of every side chamber, four 

6 cubits, round about the house on every side. And the side 
chambers were three, p one over another, and ^ thirty in order ; 

and they entered into the wall which wa^ of the house for the side chamber. 
side chambers round about, that they might ^ have hold, but ^ndthiriy 

7 they had not hold in the wall of the house. And ® there was an ^ 
enlarging, and a winding about still upward to the side cham- hoiden. 
bers : for the winding about of the house went still upward mad^iroader, 
round about the house : therefore the breadth of the house vnas 

still upward, and so increased from the lowest chamber to the 

8 highest by the midst. I saw also the height of the house round 
about : the foundations of the side chambers were a full reed of 

9 six great cubits. The thickness of the wall, which was for the 
side chamber without, was five cubits : and that which was left 

10 was the place of the side chambers that were within. And 
between the chambers was the wideness of twenty cubits round 

1 1 about the house on every side. And the doors of the side 
chambers were toward the place that was left, one door toward 
the north, and another door toward the south : and the breadth 

J 2 of the place that was left was five cubits round about. Now 
the building that was before the separate place at the end toward 
the west was seventy cubits broad ; and the wall of the build- 
ing was five cubits thick round about, and the length thereof 

13 ninety cubits. So he measured the house, an hundred cubits 
long ; and the separate place, and the building, with the walls 

14 thereof, an hundred cubits long; also the breadth of the face 
of the house, and of the separate place toward the east, an hun- 

15 dred cubits. And he measured the length of the building over 
against the separate place which was behind it, and the ^ gal- 

leries thereof on the one side and on the other side, an hundred waikJwith 
cubits, with the inner temple, and the porches of the court ; 

16 the door posts, and the narrow windows, and the galleries 
round about on their three stories, over against the door, cieled 
with wood round about, ^ and from the ground up to the win- 

i7dows, and the windows were covered; to that above the door, the windows. 
even unto the inner house, and without, and by all the wall 

18 round about within and without, by ^ measure. And it 
made with cherubims and palm trees, so that a palm tree was 
between a cherub and a cherub ; and every cherub had two 

12 
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faces; so that the face of a man was toward the palm tree on 19 
the one side, and the face of a young lion toward the palm tree 
on the other side : it was made through all the house round 
about. From the ground unto above the door were cherubims 20 
and palm trees made, and on the wall of the temple. The 21 
* posts of the temple were squared, and the face of the sanctuary; 
the appearance of the one as the appearance of the other. The 22 
altar of wood was three cubits high, and the length thereof two 
cubits ; and the corners thereof, and the length thereof, and 
the walls thereof, were of wood : and he said unto me. This is 
the table that is before the Lord. And the temple and the 23 
sanctuary had two doors. And tlie doors had two leaves apiece^ 24 
two turning leaves ; two leaves for the one door, and two leaves 
for the other door. And there were made on them, on the doors 25 
of the temple, cherubims and palm trees, like as were made 
upon the walls ; . and there were thick planks upon the face of 
the porch without. And there were narrow windows and palm 26 
trees on the one side and on the other side, on the sides of the 
porch, and upon the side chambers of the house, and thick 
planks. 

EZEKIEL XLII. 

1 The chambers for the priests. 13 The use thereof. 19 The measures of the outward 

court. 

Then he brought me forth into the utter court, the way 1 
toward the north : and he brought me into the chamber that 
was over against the separate place, and which was before the 
building toward the north. Before the length of an hundred 2 
cubits was the north door, and the breadth was fifty cubits. 
Over against the twenty cubits which were for the inner court, 3 
and over against the pavement which was for the utter court, 
was gallery against gallery in three stories. And before the 4 
chambers was a walk of ten cubits breadth inward, a way of 
one cubit ; and their door toward the north. Now the upper 5 
ofihese^^^*^ chambers were shorter: for the galleries ^were higher than 
b Or, and /Ac thesc, ^ than the lower, and tlian the middlemost of the build- 
^stedo/??? For they were in three stories^ but had not pillars as the 6 

pillars of the courts : therefore the building was straitened 
more than the lowest and the middlemost from the ground. 
And the wall that wa^ without over against the chambers, 7 
toward the utter court on the forepart of the chambers, the 
length thereof was fifty cubits. For the length of the cham- 8 
bers that were in the utter court was fifty cubits : and, lo, before 
the temple were an hundred cubits. And ® from under these 9 
dOr, chambers was ^ the entry on the east side, ®as one goeth into 
e Orf a« he them from the utter court. The chambers were in the thick- 10 
came. court toward the east, over against the 

separate place, and over against the building. And the way J 1 
before them was like the appearance of the chambers which 
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were toward the north, as long as they, and as broad as they : A.c. 674 . 
and all their goings out were both according to their fashions, * 

12 and according to their doors. And according to the doors of 
the chambers that were toward the south was a door in the head 
of the way, even the way directly before the wall toward the 
east, as one entereth into them. 

13 Then said he unto me. The north chambers and the south 
chambers, which are before the separate place, they he holy 
chambers, where the priests that approach unto the Lord shall 
eat the most holy things : there shall they lay the most holy 
things, and the meat offering, and the sin offering, and the tres- 

14 pass offering; for the place 2 * 5 ^ holy. When the priests enter 
therein, then shall they not go out of the holy place into the 
utter court, but there they shall lay their garments wherein 
they minister ; for they are holy ; and shall put on other gar- 
ments, and shall approach to those things which are for the 

15 people. Now when he had made an end of measuring the 
inner house, he brought me forth toward the gate whose pros- 

16 pect is toward the east, and measured it round about. He 
measured the east ^side with the measuring reed, five hundred fiieb. 

17 reeds, with the measuring reed round about. He measured the 
north side, five hundred reeds, with the measuring refed round 

18 about. He measured the south side, five hundred reeds, with 
the measuring reed. 

1 9 He turned about to the west side, and measured five hundred 

20 reeds with the measuring reed. He measured it by the four 
sides : it had a wall round about, five hundred reeds long, and 
five hundred broad, to make a separation between the sanctuary 
and the profane place. 


EZEKIEL XLIII. 

1 The returning of the glory of God into the temple. 7 The sin of Israel hindered God’s 
presence. 1 0 The prophet exhorteth them to repentance^ and observation of the law of 
the house. 13 The measuresj 18 and the ordinances of the altar. 

1 Afterward he brought me to the gate, even the gate that 

2 looketh toward the east : and, behold, the glory of the God of 
Israel came from the way of the east: and his voice was like a 
noise of many waters; and the earth shined with his glory. 

3 And it was ® according to the appearance of the vision which I 

saw, even according to the vision that I saw ^ when 1 came to h oxlwhen i 
destroy the city ; and the visions were like the vision that I saw plesy%muhe 

4 by the river Chebar ; and I fell upon my face. And the glory 

of the Lord came into the house by the way of the gate whose seech, ix. i. 

5 prospect is toward the east. So the spirit took me up, and 
brought me into the inner court; and, behold, the glory of the 

6 Lord filled the house. And I heard him speaking unto me out 
of the house ; and the man stood by me. 

7 And he said unto me. Son of man, the place of my throne, 

VOL. II. Q q 
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A.c. 674. and the place of the soles of my feet, where I will dwell in the 
* midst of the children of Israel for ever, and my holy name, 
shall the house of Israel no more defile, neither they, nor their 
kin^s, by their whoredom, nor by the carcases of their kings in 
their high places. In their setting of their threshold by my 8 
i Or, /or there thresholds, and their post by my posts, *and the wall between 
fcSwwn me and them, they have even defiled my holy name by their 
and them. abominations that they have committed : wherefore I have con- 
sumed them in mine anger. Now let them put away their 9 
whoredom, and the carcases of their kings, far from me, and I 
will dwell in the midst of them for ever. 

Thou son of man, shew the house to the house of Israel, that 10 
they may be ashamed of their iniquities: and let them measure 
0^, the ^ pattern. And if they be ashamed of all that they have 1 1 
done, shew them the form of the house, and the fashion thereof, 
and the goings out thereof, and the comings in thereof, and all 
the forms thereof, and all the ordinances thereof, and all the 
forms thereof, and all the laws thereof : and write it in their 
sight, that they may keep the whole form thereof, and all the 
ordinances thereof, and do them. This is the law of the 12 
house ; Upon the top of the mountain the whole limit thereof 
round about shall be most holy. Behold, this is the law of the 
house. 

And these are the measures of the altar after the cubits: 13 
1 Heb. bosom. The cubit is a cubit and an hand breadth ; even the ^ bottom 
shall be a cubit, and the breadth a cubit, and the border thereof 
m Heb. lip. by the edge thereof round about shall be a span : and this 

shall be the higher place of the altar. And from the bottom 14 
upon the ground even to the lower settle shall be two cubits, 
and the breadth one cubit ; and from the lesser settle even to 
the greater settle shall be four cubits, and the breadth one cubit. 
thaUs^Ar^’ "the altar shall he four cubits; and from® the altar and 15 
mountain of upwards shall be four horns. And the altar shall be twelve cubits 16 
oHeb. Anw, long, twelve broad, square in the four squares thereof. And 17 
^uoVofGod. settle shall be fourteen cubits long and fourteen broad in 
the four squares thereof ; and the border about it shall be half a 
cubit ; and the bottom thereof shall be a cubit about ; and his 
stairs shall look toward the east. 

And he said unto me. Son of man, thus saith the Lord God; 18 
These are the ordinances of the altar in the day when they 
shall make it, to offer burnt offerings thereon, and to ^rinkle 
blood thereon. And thou shalt give to the priests the Levites 19 
that be of the seed of Zadok, which approach unto me, to 
minister unto me, saith the Lord God, a young bullock for a 
sin offering. And thou shalt take of the blood thereof, and put 20 
it on the four horns of it, and on the four corners of the settle, 
and upon the border round about : thus shalt thou cleanse and 
purge it. Thou shalt take the bullock also of the sin offering, 21 
12 
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and he shall burn it in the appointed place of the house, with- A.c. 674 . 

22 out the sanctuary. And on the second day thou slialt offer a ^ ' 

kid of the goats without blemish for a sin offering ; and they 

shall cleanse the altar, as they did cleanse it with the bullock. 

23 When thou hast made an end of cleansing it^ thou shalt offer a 
young bullock without blemish, and a ram out of the flock 

24 without blemish. And thou shalt offer them before the Lord, 
and the priests shall cast salt upon them, and they shall offer 

25 them up for a burnt offering unto the Lord. Seven days shalt 
thou prepare every day a goat^or a sin offering : they shall also 
prepare a young bullock, and a ram out of the flock, without 

26 blemish. Seven days shall they purge the altar and purify it; 

27 and they shall p consecrate themselves. And when these days p luh.fiu 
are expired, it shall be, that upon the eighth day, and so for- 
ward, the priests shall make your burnt offerings upon the altar, 

and your ^ peace offerings ; and I will accept you, saith the ^ 

Lord God. offertngs. 


EZEKIEL XLIV. 

1 The east gate assigned only to the prince. 4 The priests reproved for polluting of the 
sanctuary. 9 Idolaters uncapable of the priest's office. 15 The sons of Zadok are 
accepted thereto. 1 7 Ordinances for the priests, 

1 Then he brought me back the way of the gate of the out- 
ward sanctuary which looketh toward the east; and it was shut. 

2 Then said the Lord unto me ; This gate shall be shut, it shall 
not be opened, and no man shall enter in by it; because the 
Lord, the God of Israel, hath entered in by it, therefore it 

3 shall be shut. It is for the prince ; the prince, he shall sit in 
it to eat bread before the Lord ; he shall enter by the way of 
the porch of that gate, and shall go out by the way of the 
same. 

4 Then brought he me the way of the north gate before the 
house: and I looked, and, behold, the glory of the Lord filled 

5 the house of the Lord : and 1 fell upon my face. And the 
Lord said unto me. Son of man, ^mark well, and behold with 
thine eyes, and hear with thine ears all that I say unto thee 
concerning all the ordinances of the house of the Lord, and all 
the laws thereof; and mark well the entering in of the house, 

6 with every going forth of the sanctuary. And thou shalt say 
to the rebellious, even to the house of Israel, d hus saith the 
Lord God ; O ye house of Israel, let it suffice you of all your 

7 abominations, in that ye have brought into my sanctuary » stran- 
gers, uncircumcised in heart, and uncircumcised in flesh, to be stranger. 
in my sanctuary, to pollute it, even my house, when ye offer 

my bread, the fat and the blood, and they have broken my ^ ^ ^ 

8 covenant because of all your abominations. And ye have not or, ordinance 
kept the charge of mine holy things ; but ye have set keepers 

of my ‘charge in my sanctuary for yourselves. ch.xi.V 5 . 

‘ ^ q 2 



596 


PERIOD SEVENTH. 


[part IV. 


A.c. 574 . Thus saith the Lord God; No stranger, uncircumcised in 9 
heart, nor uncircumcised in flesh, shall enter into my sanc- 
tuary, of any stranger that is among the children of Israel. 
And the Levites that are gone away far from me, when Israel 10 
went astray, which went astray away from me after their idols; 
they shall even bear their iniquity. Yet they shall be ministers 11 
in my sanctuary, having charge at the gates of the house, and 
ministering to the house : they shall slay the burnt offering and 
the sacrifice for the people, and they shall stand before them 
to minister unto them. Because they ministered unto them 12 
before their idols, and " caused the house of Israel to fall into 
biingbiock of iniquity ; therefore have I lifted up mine hand against them, 
tmquttyunto, Lord GoD, and they shall bear their iniquity. And 13 

they shall not come near unto me, to do the office of a priest 
unto me, nor to come near to any of my holy things, in the 
most holy place : but they shall bear their shame, and their 
abominations which they have committed. But I will make 14 
them keepers of the charge of the house, for all the service 
thereof, and for all that shall be done therein. 

But the priests the Levites, the sons of Zadok, that kept 15 
the charge of my sanctuary when the children of Israel went 
astray from me, they shall come near to me to minister unto 
me, and they shall stand before me to offer unto me the fat and 
the blood, saith the Lord God : they shall enter into my sane- 16 
tuary, and they shall come near to my table, to minister unto 
me, and they shall keep my charge. 

And it shall come to pass, that when they enter in at the 1 7 
gates of the inner court, they shall be clothed with linen gar- 
ments ; and no wool shall come upon them, whiles they minis- 
ter in the gates of the inner court, and within. They shall have is 
linen bonnets upon their heads, and shall have linen breeches 
X Or, in upon their loins; they shall not gird themselves ^^with any 
rHeb7n,’ or, thing that causeth sweat. And \^en they go forth into the 19 
witk$iveat. utter court, even into the utter court to the people, they 
shall put off their garments wherein they ministered, and lay 
them in the holy chambers, and they shall put on other gar- 
ments ; and they shall not sanctify the people with their gar- 
ments. Neither shall they shave their heads, nor suffer their 20 
locks to grow long; they shall only poll their heads. Neither 21 
shall any priest drink wine, when they enter into the inner court. 
zLev.xxi.i3. Neither shall they take for their wives a * widow, nor her that 22 
is ®put away: but they shall take maidens of the seed of the 
bHeb./rom house of Israel, or a widow that had a priest before. And 23 
« priest. jjjy people the difference between the holy and 

profane, and cause them to discern between the unclean and 
the clean. And in controversy they shall stand in judgment ; 24 
and they shall judge it according to my judgments: and they 
shall keep my laws and my statutes in all mine assemblies; and 
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25 they shall hallow my sabbaths. And they shall come at no ^A.c. 574. 
dead person to defile themselves : but for father, or for mother, cl^Txxi. i, 

or for son, or for daughter, for brother, or for sister that hath 

26 had no husband, they may defile themselves. And after he is 

27 cleansed, they shall reckon unto him seven days. And in the 
day that he goeth into the sanctuary, unto the inner court, to 
minister in the sanctuary, he shall offer his sin offering, saith 

28 the Lord God. And it shall be unto them for an inheritance : 

I ^qm their inheritance : and ye shall give them no possession 2 o^Deut x' 9 ! 

29 in Israel : I am their possession. They shall eat the meat offer- 
ing, and the sin offering, and the trespass offering ; and every 33. ‘ 

30® dedicated thing in Israel shall be their’s. And the first oi 

all the firstfruits of all things^ and every oblation of all, of every |xxiL 2 <j;fo. 
sort of your oblations, shall be the priest’s : ye shall also give unto Num. iii. 13 . 
31 the priest the first of your dough, that he may cause the blessing 
to rest in thine house. The priest shall not eat of any thing that 
is ^ dead of itself, or torn, whether it be fowl or beast. 


h Ex. xxii. 
31. Lev. xxii. 


EZEKIEL XLV. 


1 The portion of land for the sanctuary^ 6 for the city, 7 and for the prince* 9 Ordi- 
nances for the prince* 

1 Moreover, ’ when ye shall divide by lot the land for inheri- ^fcausTtZ 
taiice, ye shall offer an oblation unto the Lord, ^ an holy por- 

tion of the land: the length shall he the length of five and 
twenty thousand reeds,, and the breadth shall he ten thousand. 

2 This shall he holy in all the borders thereof round about. Of 
this there shall be for the sanctuary five hundred in lengthy with 
five hundred in breadth^ square round about; and fifty cubits 

3 round about for the ^ suburbs thereof. And of this measure shalt 
thou measure the length of five and twenty thousand, and the 
breadth of ten thousand : and in it shall be the sanctuary and 

4 the most holy place. The holy portion of the land shall be for 
the priests the ministers of the sanctuary, which shall come near 
to minister unto the Lord : and it shall be a place for their 

5 houses, and an holy place for the sanctuary. And the five and 
twenty thousand of length, and the ten thousand of breadth, 
shall also the Levites, the ministers of the house, have for them- 
selves, for a possession for twenty chambers. 

6 And ye shall appoint the possession of the city five thou- 
sand broad, and five and twenty thousand long, over against 
the oblation of the holy portion : it shall be for the whole house 
of Israel. 

7 And a portion shall be for the prince on one side and on the 
other side of the oblation of the holy portion^ and of the pos- 
session of the city, before the oblation of the holy portion,^ and 
before the possession of the city, from the west side westward, and 
from the east side eastward: and the length shall he over against 
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m Heb. ex 
pulsions. 
n Lev. xix. 
35, 36. 


o Ex. XXX. 13. 
Lev. xxvii. 
25. Num. iii. 
47. 


p Or, kid. 


q Or, thank- 
offerings. 

r Heb. shall 
he for. 
s Or, with. 


t Or, thank 
offerings. 


u Num.xxix. 
12 . 


PERIOD SEVENTH. [part iv. 

one of the portions, from the west border unto the east border. 

In the land shall be his possession in Israel : and my princes 8 
shall no more oppress my people ; and the rest of the land shall 
they give to the house of Israel according to their tribes. 

Thus saith the Lord God ; Let it suflBce you, O princes of 9 
Israel : remove violence and spoil, and execute judgment and 
justice, take away your “ exactions from my people, saith the 
Lord God. Ye shall have just " balances, and a just ephah, 10 
and a just bath. The ephah and the bath shall be of one mea- 11 
sure, that the bath may contain the tenth part of an homer, 
and the ephah the tenth part of an homer : the measure thereof 
shall be after the homer. And the ® shekel shall he twenty gerahs : 12 
twenty shekels, five and twenty shekels, fifteen shekels, shall 
be your maneh. This is the oblation that ye shall offer; the 13 
sixth part of an ephah of an homer of wheat, and ye shall give 
the sixth part of an ephah of an homer of barley : Concerning 14 
the ordinance of oil, the bath of oil, ye shall offer the tenth part 
of a bath out of the cor, which is an homer of ten baths ; for ten 
baths are an homer : And one p lamb out of the flock, out of 15 
two hundred, out of the fat pastures of Israel ; for a meat offer- 
ing, and for a burnt offering, and for peace ^ offerings, to make 
reconciliation for them, saith the Lord God. All the people 16 
of the land ^ shall give this oblation ® for the prince in Israel. 
And it shall be the prince’s part to give burnt offerings, and 17 
meat offerings, and drink offerings, in the feasts, and in the new 
moons, and in the sabbaths, in all solemnities of the house of 
Israel : he shall prepare the sin offering, and the meat offering, 
and the burnt offering, and the * peace offerings, to make recon- 
ciliation for the house of Israel. Thus saith the Lord God : is 
In the first months in the first day of the month, thou shalt take 
a young bullock without blemish, and cleanse the sanctuary : 
and the priest shall take of the blood of the sin offering, and 19 
put it upon the posts of the house, and upon the four corners 
of the settle of the altar, and upon the posts of the gate of the 
inner court. And so thou shalt do the seventh day of the month 20 
for every one that erreth, and for him that is simple : so shaU ye 
reconcile the house. In the first months in the fourteenth day 21 
of the month, ye shall have the passover, a feast of seven days ; 
unleavened bread shall be eaten. And upon that day shall the 22 
prince prepare for himself and for all the people of the land 
a bullock for a sin offering. And seven days of the feast he 23 
shall prepare a burnt offering to the Lord, seven bullocks and 
seven rams without blemish daily the seven days ; and a kid of 
the goats daily for a sin offering. And he shall prepare a 24 
meat offering of an ephah for a bullock, and an ephah for a ram, 
and an hin of oil for an ephah. In the seventh months in the 25 
fifteenth day of the month, shall he do the like in the ^ feast 
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of the seven days 9 according to the sin offering, according to A.c. 574. 
the burnt offerin^i and according to the meat offering, and ^ ^ 

according to the oil. 


EZEKIEL XLVI. 

1 Ordinances for the prince in his worship^ 9 and for the people, 16 An order for the 
princess inheritance. 19 The courts for boiling and baking. 

1 Thus saith the Lord God ; The gate of the inner court that 
looketh toward the east shall be shut the six working days ; but 
on the sabbath it shall be opened, and in the day of the new 

2 moon it shall be opened. And the prince shall enter by the 
way of the porch of that gate without, and shall stand by the 
post of the gate, and the priest shall prepare his burnt offering 
and his peace offerings, and he shall worship at the threshold of 
the gate : then he shall go forth ; but the gate shall not be shut 

3 until the evening. Likewise the people of the land shall wor- 
ship at the door of this gate before the Lord in the sabbaths 

4 and in the new moons. And the burnt offering that the prince 
shall offer unto the Lord in the sabbath day shall he six lambs 

5 without blemish, and a ram without blemish. And the meat 
offering shall be an ephah for a ram, and the meat offering for the 
lambs ^ as he shall be able to give, and an hin of oil to an ephah. 

6 And in the day of the new moon it shall be a young bullock hand. 
without blemish, and six lambs, and a ram : they shall be with- 

7 out blemish. And he shall prepare a meat offering, an ephah 
for a bullock, and an ephah for a ram, and for the lambs accord- 
ing as his hand shall attain unto, and an hin of oil to an ephah. 

8 And when the prince shall enter, he shall go in by the way 
of the porch of that gate, and he shall go forth by the way 
thereof. 

9 But when the people of the land shall come before the Lord 
in the solemn feasts, he that entereth in by the way of the 
north gate to worship shall go out by the way of the south gate; 
and he that entereth by the way of the south gate shall go 
forth by the way of the north gate : he shall not return by tne 
way of the gate whereby he came in, but shall go forth over 

10 against it. And the prince in the midst of them, when they 

11 go in, shall go in ; and when they go forth, shall go forth. And 
in the feasts and in the solemnities the meat offering shall be 
an ephah to a bullock, and an ephah to a ram, and to the lambs 

12 as he is able to give, and an hin of oil to an ephah. Now 
when the prince shall prepare a voluntary burnt offering or 
peace offerings voluntarily unto the Lord, one shall then open 
him the gate that looketh toward the east, and he shall pre- 
pare his burnt offering and his peace offerings, as he did on 
the sabbath day : then he shall go forth ; and after bis going 

13 forth one shall shut the gate. Thou shalt daily prepare a burnt 
offering unto the Lord of a lamb y of the first year without l^huylar!" 
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A.c. 574 .^ blemish : thou shalt prepare it * every morning. And thou 14 
z Heb. morn- shalt prepare a meat oflFering for it every morninff, the sixth 
ing^by morn- ^ cphah, and the third part of an hin of oil, to temper 

with the fine flour ; a meat offering continually by a perpetual 
ordinance unto the Lord. Thus shall they prepare the lamb, 15 
and the meat offering, and the oil, every morning Jbr a con- 
tinual burnt offering. 

Thus saith the Lord God; If the prince give a gift unto 16 
any of Lis sons, the inheritance thereof shall be his sons’ ; it 
shall be their possession by inheritance. But if he give a gift 17 
of his inheritance to one of his servants, then it shall be his to 
the year of liberty ; after it shall return to the prince : but his 
inheritance shall be his sons’ for them. Moreover the prince 18 
shall not take of the people’s inheritance by oppression, to 
thrust them out of their possession ; but he shall give his sons 
inheritance out of his own possession : that my people be not 
scattered every man from liis possession. 

After he brought me through the entry, which was at the 1 9 
side of the gate, into the holy chambers of the priests, which 
looked toward the north : and, behold, there teas a place on the 
two sides westward. Then said he unto me, This is the place 20 
where the priests shall boil the trespass offering and the sin 
offering, where they shall bake the meat offering ; that they 
bear them not out into the utter court, to sanctify the people. 
Then he brought me forth into the utter court, and caused me 21 
comers of the court; and, behold, ^in every 
a court, and a comcr of the court there was a court. In the four corners of 22 
ner of a court* the court there were courts ^joined of forty cubits long and 

thirty broad : these four ® corners were of one measure. And 23 
Tneb cor- ^ rf building round about in them, round about 

nered'. them four, and it was made with boiling places under the rows 

round about. Then said he unto me. These are the places of 24 
them that boil, where the ministers of the house shall boil the 
sacrifice of the people. 

EZEKIEL XLVII. 

1 The vision of the holy waters. 6 The virtue of them. 1 3 The borders of the land. 

22 The division of it by lot. 

Afterward he brought me again unto the door of the house ; l 
and, behold, waters issued out from under the threshold of the 
house eastward : for the forefront of the house stood toward the 
east, and the winters came down from under from the right side 
of the house, at the south side of the altar. Then brought he 2 
me out of the way of the gate northward, and led me about the 
way without unto the utter gate by the way that looketh east- 
ward ; and, behold, there ran out waters on the right side. And 3 
when the man that had the line in his hand went forth east- 
ward, he measured a thousand cubits, and he brought me through 
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4 the waters ; the ^ waters were to the ancles. Again he mea- A.c. 674. 
sured a thousand, and brought me through the waters ; the 
waters were to the knees. Again he measured a thousand, and 

5 brought me through ; the waters were to the loins. Afterward 
he measured a thousand ; and it was a river that I could not 

pass over : for the waters were risen, ® waters to swim in, a river « Heb. waurt 
that could not be passed over. ° wimmmy. 

6 And he said unto me. Son of man, hast thou seen this? Then 
he brought me, and caused me to return to the brink of the 

7 river. Now when I had returned, behold, at the ^ bank of the ^ 

river were very many ^ j;rees on the one side and on the other. gRev.xxii.2. 

8 Then said he unto me. These waters issue out toward the east 


country, and go down into the ^ desert, and go into the sea : se?D?ut*”ii 
which being brought forth into the sea, the waters shall be healed, 

9 And it shall come to pass, that every thing that liveth, which ‘ " 
moveth, whithersoever the 'rivers shall come, shall live: 

there shall be a very great multitude of fish, because these 
waters shall come thither : for they shall be healed ; and every 

10 thing shall live whither the river cometh. And it shall come 
to pass, that the fishers shall stand upon it from En-gedi even 
unto En-eglaim ; they shall be a place to spread forth nets ; 
their fish shall be according to their kinds, as the fish of the 

11 great sea, exceeding many. But the miry places thereof and the 
marishes thereof ^ shall not be healed; they shall be given to salt. 

12 And by the river upon the bank thereof, on this side and on not be heaud. 
that side, ^ shall grow all trees for meat, whose leaf shall not ^ 

fade, neither shall the fruit thereof be consumed : it shall bring 
forth ^ new fruit according to his months, because their waters 
they issued out of the sanctuary : and the fruit thereof shall be 
for meat, and the leaf thereof " for ® medicine. bruLeiZnd 

13 Thus saith the Lord God ; This shall be the border, whereby 
ye shall inherit the land according to the twelve tribes of Israel: 

14 Joseph shall have two portions. And ye shall inherit it, one as 
well as another : concerning the which I p ^ lifted up mine hand ^ cen! 
to give it unto your fathers : and this land shall fall unto you 

15 for inheritance. And this shall be the border of the land toward xxviii. 13 . 


the north side, from the great sea, the way of Hethlon, as men 

16 go to Zedad ; Hamath, Berothah, Sibraim, which is between 
the border of Damascus and the border of Hamath : ^ Hazar- 

17 hatticon, which is by the coast of Hauran. And the border 
from the sea shall be Hazar-enan, the border of Damascus, and 
the north northward, and the border of Hamath. And this is 

18 the north side. And the east side ye shall measure ® from 
Hauran, and from Damascus, and from Gilead, and from the 
land of Israel by Jordan, from the border unto the east sea. 

19 And this is the east side. And the south side southward, from bah['^‘'^ 
Tamar even to the waters of ^strife in Kadesh, the "river to " 

20 the great sea. And this is the south side * southward. The Teuiun. 
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A.C. 674. west side also shall he the great sea from the border, till a man 
come over ag^nst Hamath. This is the west side. So shall 21 
ye divide this land unto you according to the tribes of Israel. 

And it shall come to pass, that ye shall divide it by lot for 22 
an inheritance unto you, and to the strangers that sojourn 
among you, which shall beget children among you : and they 
shall be unto you as born in the country among the children of 
Israel ; they shall have inheritance with you among the tribes 
of Israel, "And it shall come to -pass, that in what tribe the 23 
stranger sojourneth, there shall ye give him his inheritance, 
saith the Lord God. 

EZEKIEL XLVIII. 

1, 23 The portions of the twelve tribes j 8 of the sanctuary ^ ^5 of the city and suburbs^ 
21 and of the prince* 30 The dimensions and gates of the city. 

Now these are the names of the tribes. From the north end i 
to the coast of the way of Hethlon, as one goeth to Hamath, 
Hazar-enan, the border of Damascus northward, to the coast of 
Hamath ; for these are his sides east and west ; ^ a portion for 
Dan. 

And by the border of Dan, from the east side unto the west 2 
side, a portion for Asher. 

And by the border of Asher, from the east side even unto 3 
the west side, a portion for Naphtali. 

And by the border of Naphtali, from the east side unto the 4 
west side, a portion for Manasseh. 

And by the border of Manasseh, from the east side unto the 5 
west side, a portion for Ephraim. 

And by the border of Ephraim, from the east side even unto 6 
the west side, a portion for Reuben. 

And by the border of Reuben, from the east side even unto 7 
the west side, a portion for Judah. 

And by the border of Judah, from the east side unto the west 8 
side, shall be the offering which ye shall offer of five and 
twenty thousand reeds in breadth, and in length as one of the 
other parts, from the east side unto the west side: and the 
sanctuary shall be in the midst of it. The oblation that ye 9 
shall offer unto the Lord shall be of five and twenty thousand 
in length, and of ten thousand in breadth. And for them, even 10 
for the priests, shall be this holy oblation ; toward the north five 
and twenty thousand in lengthy and toward the west ten thou- 
sand in breadth, and toward the east ten thousand in breadth, 
and toward the south five and twenty thousand in length : and 
* Ox, The the sanctuary of the Lord shall be in the midst thereof. *7^ 11 
pJS^Bhau for the priests that are sanctified of the sons of Zadok ; 

which have kept my ^charge, which went not astray when the 
aOr,tvord, children of Israel went astray, as the Levites went astray, 
or, or tnance. oblation of the land that is offered shall be unto them 12 
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13 a thing most holy by the border of the Levites. And over A.c. 574. 

against the border of the priests the Levites shall have five and ^ ' 

twenty thousand in length, and ten thousand in breadth : all 

the length shall he five and twenty thousand, and the breadth 

14 ten thousand. And they shall not sell of it, neither exchange, 
nor alienate the firstfruits of the land : for it is holy unto the 
Lord. 

15 And the five thousand, that are left in the breadth over 
against the five and twenty thousand, shall be a profane place 
for the city, for dwelling, and for suburbs : and the city shall 

16 be in the midst thereof. And these shall he the measures 
thereof ; the north side four thousand and five hundred, and the 
south side four thousand and five hundred, and on the east side 
four thousand and five hundred, and the west side four thousand 

17 and five hundred. And the suburbs of the city shall be toward 
the north two hundred and fifty, and toward the south two 
hundred and fifty, and toward the east two hundred and fifty, 

18 and toward the west two hundred and fifty. And the residue 
in length over against the oblation of the \\o\y portiort shall be 
ten thousand eastward, and ten thousand westward : and it shall 
be over against the oblation of the holy portion ; and the in- 
crease thereof shall be for food unto them that serve the city. 

19 And they that serve the city shall serve it out of all the tribes 

20 of Israel. All the oblation shall he five and twenty thousand by 
five and twenty thousand : ye shall offer the holy oblation four- 
square, with the possession of the city. 

21 And the residue shall he for the prince, on the one side and 
on the other of the holy oblation, and of the possession of the 
city, over against the five and twenty thousand of the oblation 
toward the east border, and westward over against the five and 
twenty thousand toward the west border, over against the por- 
tions for the prince : and it shall be the holy oblation ; and the 

22 sanctuary of the house shall he in the midst thereof. Moreover 
from the possession of the Levites, and from the possession of 
the city, being in the midst of that which is the prince’s, be- 
tween the border of Judah and the border of Benjamin, shall 

23 be for the prince. As for the rest of the tribes, from the east 

24 side unto the west side Benjamin shall have ^ a portion. And 
by the border of Benjamin, from the east side unto the west 

25 side, Simeon shall have a portion. And by the border of Simeon, 

26 from the east side unto the west side, Issachar a portion. And 
by the border of Issachar, from the east side unto the west 

27 side, Zebulun a portion. And by the border of Zebulun, 

28 from the east side unto the west side, Gad a portion. And 
by the border of Gad, at the south side southward, the border 
shall be even from Tamar unto the waters of ® strife in Kadesh, 

29 and to the river toward the great sea. This is the land which 
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W- ye shall divide by lot unto the tribes of Israel for inheritance, 
and these are their portions, saith the Lord God. 

And these are the goings out of the city on the north side, 30 
four thousand and five hundred measures. And the gates of 31 
the city shall be after the names of the tribes of Israel : three 
gates northward; one gate of Reuben, one gate of Judah, one 

f ate of Levi. And at the east side four thousand and five 32 
undred : and three gates ; and one gate of Joseph, one gate 
of Benjamin, one gate of Dan. Ana at the south side four 33 
thousand and five liundred measures : and three gates ; one 
gate of Simeon, one gate of Issachar, one gate of Zebulun. 

At the west side four thousand and five hundred, with their 34 
three gates ; one gate of Gad, one gate of Asher, one gate of 
Naphtali. It was round about eighteen thousand measures : 35 
and the name of the city from that day shall ^ The Lord is 

mah: See Ex. there, 
xvii. 15. 

§ 8. Last Prediction against Egypt, 

EZEKIEL XXIX. VER. 17, TO THE END. 

672. And it came to pass in the seven and twentieth year, in the 17 
first mouthy in the first day of the month, the word of the Lord 
came unto me, saying Son of man, Nebuchadrezzar king of is 


** The date of this prophecy proves that it was the last given by Ezekiel. In all probability it 
was placed in the sacred Canon where it there stands, that all the prophecies against Egypt might 
come together. In the second year after the destruction of Jerusalem, Nebuchadnezzar laid siege 
to Tyre. The siege was long and laborious. It lasted thirteen years. The heads of the soldiers 
were “ made bald” by disease and by toil : their shoulders were “peeled” by carrying earth to raise 
mounts and fortifications against it: yet Nebuchadnezzar had (Ezek. xxix. 18,) “no wages, nor 
his army, for Tyrus, for the service that he had served against it:” For as soon as the inhabitants 
found the works for carrying on the siege were perfected, and the foundations of the walls were 
shaken by the battering rams, whatsoever precious things in gold, silver, clothes, and various kinds 
of furniture, the nobility had, they put them on board their ships, and carried them to the islands ; 
so that, when the city was taken, Nebuchadnezzar found “ no wages,” either for himself or his army. 
To compensate for this disappointment, the plunder of Egypt is promised ; “ her multitude, her 
spoil, and her prey,” (ver. 19.) Accordingly, in the spring of the year, after the Tyrian war was 
finished, Nebuchadnezzar invaded Egypt, and quickly overran the whole extent of the country from 
Migdol, or Magdolus, its northern extremity, near the Red Sea, to Syene, the southern, bordering 
on Ethiopia, or Abyssinia, which part of the country he also reduced with the other auxiliaries of 
the Egyptians. In the course of this war, that “ cruel lord and fierce king,” so wasted and depopu- 
lated the land with fire and sword, that it lay desolate for forty years, (Ezek. xxix. 1 1.) He defeated 
Hophra, or Apries, and forced him to become his vassal, (Jer. xlvi. 25, 2G;) soon after which this 
king was slain by his own subjects, (Herod, ii. § 162 — 169,) fulfilling Jeremiah’s prophecy, xliv. 30, 
and Ezekiel’s xxxii. 32. From this period commenced the fulfilment of that prophecy which de- 
clared that Egypt should be the basest of kingdoms, and there should no more reign over it an in- 
dependent native prince ; it was ever after successively subject to the Babylonians, Persians, Mace- 
donians, Romans, Saracens, Mamelukes, and it is at the present day a province of the Ottoman em- 
pire. — Newton on the Prophecies. 

The rise and fall of empires, the destruction of cities and countries, is the work of God’s almighty 
providence. Egypt, though so finely situated for commerce, — once at the height of grandeur, and in 
the possession of every natural and intellectual superiority, — has never recovered itself, and never 
can. God makes use of kings and princes as instruments of his will, (ch. xxix. ver. 20,) and the 
human ambition, the violence and worldly power of man, are all overruled to the accomplishment 
of bis prophecies, and the fulfilment of his decrees. “ My counsel shall stand, and I will do all my 
pleasure.” 
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Babylon caused his army to serve a great service against A.c. 572 . 
Tyrus: every head was made bald, and every shoulder was 
peeled : yet had he no wages, nor his army, for Tyrus, for the 

19 service that he had served against it: therefore thus saith the 
Lord God ; Behold, I will give the land of Egypt unto Nebu- 
chadrezzar king of Babylon ; and he shall take her multitude, 
and ^ take her spoil, and take her prey ; and it shall be the \ 

20 wages for his army. I have given him the land of Egypt ^Jor prVyTJ-'pX- 
his labour wherewith he served against it, because they wrought 

21 for me, saith the Lord God. In that day will I cause the horn 
of the house of Israel to bud forth and I will give thee the 
opening of the mouth in the midst of them; and they shall 
know that I am the Lord. 


EZEKIEL XXX. VER. 1 19. 

1 The word of the Lord came again unto me, saying, 

2 Son of man, prophesy and say, Thus saith the Lord God ; 

Howl ye. Woe worth the day ! 

3 For the day is near, even the day of the Lord is near, a 
cloudy day ; it shall be the time of the heathen. 

4 And the sword shall come upon Egypt, and great ‘^pain shall cOx jear. 
be in Ethiopia, when the slain shall fall in Egypt, and they 

shall take away her multitude, and her foundations shall be 
broken down. 

5 Ethiopia, and ^ Libya, and Lydia, and all the mingled peo- d Heb pau/, 

pie, and Chub, and the ® men of the land that is in league, shall e ' 

fall with them by the sword. 

6 Thus saith the Lord ; They also that uphold Egypt shall 
fall ; and the pride of her power shall come down : ^ from the 
tower of Syene shall they fall in it by the sword, saith the 
Lord God. 

7 And they shall be desolate in the midst of the countries that 
are desolate, and her cities shall be in the midst of the cities 
that are wasted. 

8 And they shall know that I am the Lord, when I have set a 

fire in Egypt, and when all her helpers shall be ^ destroyed. gHeb.6ro*«n. 

9 In that day shall messengers go forth from me in ships to 
make the careless Ethiopians afraid, and great pain shall come 
upon them, as in the day of Egypt : for, lo, it cometh. 

10 Thus saith the Lord God ; 1 will also make the multitude 
of Egypt to cease by the hand of Nebuchadrezzar king of 
Babylon. 


The expression, “ In that day will I cause the horn of the house of Israel to bud forth,” ap- 
pears to have a primary allusion to the promotion and distinction of the prophet Daniel at Babylon. 
When Nebuchadnezzar returned home after his Egyptian and other conquests, Daniel interpreted 
the king’s dream ; by which means he obtained the favour of the sovereign, both for himself and 
his countrymen : and to this circumstance may be attributed the high estimation in which the 
Jews were held in the place of their captivity, and that series of events which terminated in their 
restoration by Cyrus. 



em 


PERIOD SEVENTH. 


[part IV. 


A C. 672. He and his people with him, the terrible of the nations, shall 1 1 
' ' " be ^brought to destroy the land : and they shall draw their 

swords against Egypt, and fill the land with the slain. 

^ make the rivers ^ dry, and sell the land into the 12 
i Heb. the liand of the wicked : and I will make the land waste, and ^ all 
fuinest there- therein, by the hand of strangers: I the Lord have 

spoken it, 

kZech.xiii.2. Thus saith the Lord God; I will also ^ destroy the idols, 13 
and I will cause their images to cease out of Noph ; and there 
shall be no more a prince of the land of Egypt : and I will put 
a fear in the land of Egypt. 

And I will make Pathros desolate, and will set fire in 14 
j Or, Tani$. 1 Zoan, and will execute judgments in No. 

And I will pour my fury upon "'Sin, the strength of Egypt; 15 
and I will cut off the multitude of No. 

And I will set fire in Egypt : Sin shall have great pain, 16 
and No shall be rent asunder, and Noph shall have distresses 
daily. 

The young men of " Aven and of ® Pi-beseth shall fall by the 17 
sword : and these cities shall go into captivity. 

At Tehaphnehes also the day shall be ^ darkened, when I is 
shall break there the yokes of Egypt : and the pomp of her 
strength shall cease in her : as for her, a cloud shall cover her, 
and her daughters shall go into captivity. 

Thus will I execute judgments in Egypt: and they shall 19 
know that I am the Lord 


m Or, Pelu- 
eium. 


n Or, Helio- 
polis. 

o Or, Pubas- 
tum. 

p Or, re- 
strained. 


With this prediction against Egypt, the prophecies of Ezekiel, according to the present 
Arrangement, are concluded. Ezekiel was at this time in captivity at Babylon, and is supposed by 
Selden to have conversed in that country with Pythagoras. The dispersion of the Jews, in their 
several captivities, conferred many benefits on mankind ; among which may be mentioned, its effects 
on the progress of philosophy and literature in Greece. As this is a subject which has not frequently 
been discussed, I have considered it, in the following note, as another proof of the wonderful super- 
intendence of an allwise Providence over the affairs of men. 

The communication between Egypt and Judea was uniform and constant. Even in the wilder- 
ness, the people murmured to return to that country; and, after the establishment of the Jews in 
the Holy Land, although prohibited by the Mosaic law, we find an intercourse still prevailed between 
the two nations. Solomon, the wisest of their kings, married the daughter of Pharaoh, and in 
future reigns Egyptians were admitted into Judea to contribute to its defence. In the time of 
Pharaoh Necho, however, we find that Josiah king of Israel “ went out against” the king of Egypt, 
(2 Chron. xxxv. 20. and xxxvi. 4.), and that his son Jehoahaz, with other Jews, were taken with 
him prisoner into Egypt. The circumstances of his captivity were depictured on the walls of the 
chief temples in Egypt, as has been singularly discovered by the enterprising and ingenious traveller 
Belzoni. In war, the Jews were carried captive into this country ; in peace they courted its alliance ; 
and in time of danger fled to it for refuge. After the destruction of Jerusalem, the Jews compelled 
Jeremiah to accompany them into Egypt, where they shared the fate of the natives, during the 
terrible destruction of that country by the army of Nebuchadnezzar, in 672. 

From this intimate alliance between the two nations, it is evident that all those strangers who 
might have sojourned in Egypt, either for the purposes of commerce, or the acquisition of know- 
ledge, must have been made acquainted with the Jews, whose history was so closely interwoven with 
that of the Egyptians. In the same manner, all those who travelled into Babylon during this period 
of the ruin of Egypt, and the captivity of the Jews, would there meet also the Jewish nation ; whose 
peculiar history must have excited interest, and whose laws, customs, opinions, and writings, must 
have been generally known. 

The Greeks from the earliest periods appear to have held constant communication with Egypt. 
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§ 9. Daniel relates to Nebuchadnezzar the Dream the King had 

forgotten. 


DANIEL II. 

1 Nebuchadnezzar i forgetting his dream, requireth it of the Chaldeans, by promises and 
threatenings. 10 They, acknowledging their inability, are judged to die. 14 Daniel 
obtaining some respite findeth the dream, 19 He blesseth God. 24 He staying the 
decree is brought to the king. 31 The dream. 36 The interpretation. 46 Daniel's 
advancement, 

1 And in the second year of the reign of Nebuchadnezzar A.c. 570. 

Nebuchadnezzar dreamed dreams, wherewith his spirit was ' ' 


Many of the Grecian tribes were of Egyptian origin. The Egyptians were celebrated for their wis- 
dom : and it is ‘ generally acknowledged (Warburton’s Divine Legation, vol. ii. p. 105.) by the 
Greeks themselves, that all their learning and wisdom came from Egypt ; and the Greeks are unani- 
mous in this assertion. The first who went out of Greece to learn Egyptian wisdom, were the legis- 
lators ; or such as, projecting to reduce the scattered tribes, which then overran Greece, into civil 
society, travelled thither to learn the art of lawgiving from a nation the most celebrated for that 
knowledge. Of these were Orpheus, Rhadamanthus, Minos, Lycaon, Triptolemus, and others. 
The next who went to Egypt for Instruction, (though the intercourse of the lawgivers with Egypt 
was not interrupted, but continued down to the times of Draco, Lycurgus, and Solon), were the 
naturalists, who through their whole course bore the name of Sophists. For now Greece being ad- 
vanced from a savage and barbarous state to one of civil polity, the inhabitants, in consequence of 
the cultivation of the arts of life, began to refine and speculate. The last sort of people who went to 
Egypt for instruction, were the philosophers, properly so called ; a character exactly compounded of 
the two preceding, the lawgiver and the naturalist. For when now, after various struggles and 
revolutions, the Grecian states had asserted or regained their liberties, morals, public and private, 
would become the subject most in fashion.’ Thus far Bishop Warburton ; and Gale, Stillingfleet, 
Cudworth, and others, have amply shewn that there was a constant communication between Greece 
and Egypt Knowledge of every kind was derived by the former from the latter, and all that was 
known in Egypt was gradually transferred to Greece. 

In this state of things it is natural to conclude that the Greeks must have been intimately ac- 
quainted with the history and polity of the Jewish people. We shall now, therefore, consider the 
effects of this knowledge on the literature and character of the Greeks. 

From the period of the dispersion of the Jews among the Egyptians and the Babylonians, we find 
that the Greeks began to have more exalted and refined ideas of a Deity ; and that they applied 
themselves more particularly to that philosophy and literature, which contributed so eminently to 
raise them to the highest intellectual rank among ancient or modern nations. 

All the sects and schools of philosophy, in ancient Greece, originated from the Ionic and the 
Italic sects. The Ionic sect was founded by Thales, the Italic by Pythagoras. Thales was born 
about the year 640 ; and he is remarkable, as being the first Grecian who taught a regular system 
of philosophy, and left a succession of disciples to establish and maintain it He travelled into Egypt 
while he was a young man, and resided there several years. If he went into that country when at 
the age of twenty, or twenty-five, and resided there ten or more years, (and this period was not 
beyond that which was usually passed by the students of the Egyptian learning), he would have 
been in Egypt when Jehoahaz, king of Judah, was brought there as a prisoner by Pharaoh Necho. 
The attention of the curious Greek must naturally have been attracted by the various captive 
strangers thus introduced into Egypt ; and while he improved himself in those sciences in which 
the Egyptians excelled, it is highly probable (and a high degree of probability is all that can be ob- 
tained, in the attempt to ascertain the events of these remote periods) that, from conversing with 
these Jewish captives, he acquired some of those great and truly philosophical notions, which he 
afterwards taught at his native Miletus, and in Greece. 

The chief of these opinions were, that the world w^as not eternal, but was made by God the Spirit 
out of water ; an opinion which seems to be derived from the Mosaic and Christian doctrine, The 
Spirit of God moved on the face of the waters.” That the world, being God’s workmanship, was 
exceedingly good or perfect. That the universe was filled with invisible spirits, who inspect the 
actions of men. Thales was the first of the Greeks who made any philosophic inquiries into the 
nature and perfections of God ; for though, as Gale remarks, Orpheus, Linus, Homer, and Hesiod, 
had some traditions of God, their value was obscured by a mixture with pagan fables. Thales, 
however, delivered his knowledge concerning God in a more plain and simple manner. He first 
maintained among the Greeks that God was the most ancient of beings ; that his Providence 
governs the world ; and explained to them the wonderful phenomena of nature. These excel- 
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lent opinions and information appear to have been till now unknown to the Greeks ; and are 
evidently derived from purer sources than from invented traditions or speculative pagan philosophy. 
From the Jews alone, therefore, with whom Thales became acquainted in Egypt, could he have 
received those ideas of God and his providence which shine as a meteor through the dark mist of 
the ignorance and blindness of that superstitious age. 

Thales was succeeded by Anaximander, Anaximenes, and Anaxagoras, the friend and tutor of 
Pericles ; by Diogenes Apolloniates, and by Archelaus, the instructor of Socrates. The various 
sects, which are referred to the Ionic school, are the Socratic, founded by Socrates, among whose 
disciples and followers are Xenophon, Plato, Euclid, and Alcibiades. The Cyrenaic sect, founded 
by Aristippus. The Megaric, established by Euclid of Megara. The Eretriac, or Eliac school, 
instituted by Phaedo of Elis. The Academic sect, founded by Plato, whose school, after his death, 
was divided into the old, middle, and new academies. The Peripatetic, founded by Aristotle. The 
Cynic, by Antisthenes. The Stoic, by Zeno. These sects continued till the time of Christ ; and 
when St. Paul visited Athens, he found the Greeks still engaged in disputes and inquiries into the 
mysteries and difficulties of philosophy. Although the purest and most refined speculations of 
the best and most celebrated of these philosophers fall far short of the principles and morality 
inculcated by the Christian dispensation, they still served to advance the progress of Christianity ; 
or, rather, they tended to diminish the superstitious reverence paid to the pagan deities. The 
commonest of the people became at last sensible that their philosophers only adhered to the reli- 
gious ceremonies of the established superstition, from mere compliance with popular custom ; and 
all the reflecting part of the community were divided, in a state of doubt and uncertainty: Socrates, 
in particular, declared that a teacher from heaven was necessary to impart instruction to man- 
kind. 

Moral philosophy may be considered as a light to the dark and ignorant age in which it flou- 
rished : but, when compared with Christianity, it is little less than the very darkness it so partially 
illuminated. Philosophy, at the height of its splendour, displayed only the corruption, the folly, and 
the degradation of the human mind when deprived of revelation. It was like a taper in a charnel 
house at midnight, which disperses the darkness of the tomb, and shews to the sickening spectator 
how melancholy is the sight of humanity, when bereaved of life and spirit. 

Though the accounts of Pythagoras are mingled with fable, there is abundant authority to induce 
us to believe that this philosopher conversed likewise with the Jews of the dispersion at Tyre in 
Phcenicia; and probably at Mount Carmel ; where, it is said, his walk was long shewn. It is cer- 
tain that he was in Egypt ; and many suppose that he was taken prisoner into that country, either 
by Nebuchadnezzar, or by Cambyses. From Egypt he either went, or was taken, to Babylon ; 
where again he must have acquired an intimate knowledge of the Jews ; and in this latter place 
he is said to have had for an instructor Zabratas, or Nazaratus ; whom the learned Selden supposes 
to have been Ezekiel ; and Prideaux, Zoroaster. The exact period of the birth of Pythagoras is 
not certainly known. The accounts of his life, now extant, are uncertain and contradictory : that 
which appears most probable and satisfactory, informs us, that at the age of eighteen he consulted 
Thales at Miletus, who recommended him to visit Egypt. 

From Miletus he proceeded to Tyre (the place of his nativity, though educated at Samos); from 
thence he travelled to Egypt, with letters to Amasis from Polycrates, tyrant of Samos. He quitted 
Egypt for Babylon ; where he continued twelve years, and conversed with Zabratus or Nazaratus : 
he is then supposed to have returned to his own country, and to have been at that time about 
fifty-six years of age. 

The birth of Pythagoras is referred by the learned Dr. Bentley to the year B.C. 605 ; by Bishop 
Lloyd to B.C. 683; by Dodwell to B.C. 569; by Le Clerc to a period not earlier than the first, 
nor later than the last of these. If then we take the medium date, which would be 687, or that of 
Bishop Lloyd’s, at 583, it will assist us to account, in a great degree, for those changes of Pytha- 
goras from one country to another. 

If he was born in 583, and returned home in the fifty-sixth year of his age, after remaining 
twelve years at Babylon, twenty-two in Egypt, and consulting Thales at Miletus, in the eighteenth 
year of his age, the several dates of these events may be thus arranged : 


B. C. 

Birth of Pythagoras 683 

Visits Thales, at Miletus 565 

Travels to Phoenicia, Tyre, and Palestine 563 

Resides in Egypt from 563 to 541 

Resides in Babylon from 541 to 629 

Returns to Samos 529 
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sorcerers, and the Chaldeans, for to shew the king his dreams. 570. 

3 So they came and stood before the king. And the king said unto ' ' 

On comparing the above dates with the various events recorded in the history of the times, we 
shall find that Thales, in the year 665, was in all probability at Miletus. He was then seventy- 
five years old : an age when travelling could have been no longer desirable ; and before Croesus, 
king of Lydia, had engaged him in his service. He died, aged more than ninety-six years, in 
the court of that monarch. 

In B.C. 663, the whole country of Judea was still desolate ; not having recovered from its last 
ravage by Nebuzaradan. In this year Nebuchadnezzar was restored from his lycanthropy, and 
the Jews were rising into distinction in the Persian empire. Leaving Judea and its refugees, 
whom he might have found both at Tyre and Carmel, Pythagoras proceeded to Egypt. He would 
there meet with many of the Jews who had fled with Jeremiah from Judea nineteen years pre- 
ceding, From them, as well as from the natives, he would learn the fulfilment of that prophet's 
predictions respecting Apries. This and other circumstances exciting his curiosity, he at last visited 
Babylon ; where he is supposed to have arrived in the year 541, and two years before the death of 
Belshazzar. 

During his residence of twelve years in Babylon, Pythagoras must have been a spectator of the 
wonderful events recorded in the Book of Daniel. The greatest statesman of the day in Babylon 
was a Jew. As the time and manner of Ezekiel’s death are unknown, and as in this year Ezekiel, 
if alive, would not be more than fifty-three years of age, it is by no means improbable that he 
might have conversed, as tradition asserts, with that prophet. Pythagoras must have been informed 
of the decree of Cyrus 536, for the return of the Jews ; and as he must have been acquainted with 
the prophecies thereby fulfilled, it is not improbable that he was a wondering spectator of their 
departure for their own land. At Babylon he undoubtedly saw the schools or universities esta- 
blished by the Jews ; for he introduced into his own country institutions which were characterised 
by similar regulations to those adopted by the Jews. 

Struck wdth astonishment at all he read, or heard, or saw, of this persecuted and favoured peo- 
ple, we cannot be surprised that he should have engrafted many of the purer truths of morality on 
his system of philosophy. 

Pythagoras quitted Babylon in 529, the same year that Cyrus died. It is probable his depar- 
ture was accelerated by the cruel and tyrannical government of Cambyses his successor. In this 
year the Greek philosopher returned home; and, dissatisfied with the political state of affairs 
at Samos, he taught his new system, called the Italic philosophy, in the towns of Magna Grecia. 

The philosophy of Pythagoras, so far as it is known, may be described as a mixture of Persian, 
Grecian, and Egyptian superstition, interwoven with Jewish doctrines, institutions, and customs. 
The numerous coincidences between his enactments and those of the Jews are found in the simi- 
larity of discipline established in his schools and colleges ; in his distinction between the perfect, 
or the initiated, and the novice, the rtXtiot;, and the vsoipvTOQ, or the D'on, and jnoD of the Jews ; 
in the covenant among the members of his colleges, in the use of salt, as a sign of union or agree- 
ment, and some others. 

The doctrines of Pythagoras must have tended to remove many of the evils of polytheism and 
idolatry. 

He acknowledged but one God, the Creator of the world. He had some idea of the sacred 
name, the Tetragrammaton of the Jews, which he revealed as a mystery to his disciples. He 
describes the Deity, in the very words of the Hebrew Scriptures, as the n**, the rd ov, the self- 
existent. He taught by this definition that God was infinite and eternal ; a truth which human 
reason, unassisted by divine revelation, has never yet discovered. He likewise instructed his dis- 
ciples in the doctrine of a peculiar providence, particularly over good men — the necessity of pure 
worship — the immortality of the soul — the incorporeality of the Deity. His morality evidently 
sprung from a purer source than from the profane worship of Pagan deities ; his golden verses (if 
they are certainly his) are evidently transcripts of the Mosaic precepts ; and virtuous will be the 
life, and tranquil the death, of that man who habitually observes the precepts they contain, and 
thrice reviews the actions of the day, before he resigns himself to rest at night. 

The Italic sect flourished till the end of the reign of Alexander. It gave rise to the Eleatic, the 
Heraclitean, the Epicurean, and the Pyrrhonic sects, whose doctrines, however, differed materially 
from those enforced by Pythagoras himself. When the best Pagan philosophy, considered as a 
system, is compared with Christianity, the observations already made on the speculations of Thales 
are equally applicable. But when we consider this philosophy as a virtuous effort of the human 
mind to penetrate through the darkness and superstition by which it was surrounded ; and gaining 
by these efforts, and the light they borrowed from revelation, more pure ideas of morality, and 
more just notions of a Deity ; we are called upon to acknowledge that philosophy was beneficial to 
VOL. II. R f 
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A.c. 570. them, I have dreamed a dream, and my spirit was troubled to 
' know the dream. Then spake the Chaldeans to the king in 4 


man, and that those who acquiesced in the doctrines of Pythagoras, and received the better part 
of his system, must have been w’iser and purer than their more ignorant or prejudiced countrymen. 
That the Greeks, therefore, were indebted to their intercourse with the Jews for the origin of 
their philosophy, is highly probable : it is, therefore, no less probable that their literature may be 
partly traced to the same source. From the temperance Pythagoras uniformly practised, it is 
probable that his life was extended to a late period. He is supposed to have perished in conse- 
quence of a political disturbance in the seventieth Olympiad, about the year 503. If this tradition 
be correct, he must at this time have entered his eighty-third or eighty-fourth year. 

j^lschylus, the founder of the Greek Drama in its present form, would have been at that time 
about twenty-five years of age ; and though we are not acquainted with the particulars of his 
early life, we may naturally conclude that one so eminent would have carefully instructed himself 
in all the philosophy and learning of his age. A Pythagorean in principle, many of his sentiments 
are the same as those taught in the golden verses of Pythagoras. We may justly conclude, there- 
fore, that this great tragedian was either personally acquainted with, and a disciple of the Samian, 
or that he was well versed in the system promulgated by that philosopher. Like many of his coun- 
trymen, he gave offence to the people, by deviating from received opinions. In the mythology of 
iEschylus, Dr. Gray observes, there is frequent reference to principles originating in revelation. 
In the passage cited by Eusebius, he describes the supreme God as a being who is carefully to be 
distinguished from mortals, having nothing like the body of man. At one time he declares, that 
God shines forth in unapproachable fire ; at another, he invests him in the elements, appearing in 
the wind, thunder, and lightning ! He represents the ocean, the rocks, and the fountains, as minis- 
tering to the Supreme Being : the hills, and the earth, the depths of the sea, and the summits of 
the mountains, as trembling at his presence. The piercing eye of God he describes as overlooking 
all things, for the glory of the highest God is powerful. His celebrated scene in the Persse, in 
which the shade of Darius is summoned by Atossa, is very similar to the account of the appearance 
of Samuel to Saul, as related in the narrative of the witch of Endor. Many of the Christian fathers 
have asserted, that the character of “ Prometheus” could not have been drawn, unless the author of 
that drama had been acquainted with the Sacred writings, or with at least many of the prophetic 
books. The subject deserves to be considered at greater length than this note admits. Yet I can- 
not but observe, that the Dramas of ^Eschylus exhibit the most decisive evidence of his acquaint- 
ance with the Sacred writings ; and it is probable that they were partly made known to him by his 
tutor and contemporary, Pythagoras. Similarity of description only, with identity of expression, 
would not prove this point ; these, it is true, might be mere coincidences ; but where the same per- 
sonifications are used, we may justly conclude that the resemblance is not accidental. In Jeremiah 
xlvii. 6. we meet with this bold personification — “O thou sword of the Lord, how long will it be 
ere thou be quiet ? put up thyself into thy scabbard, rest, and be still. How can it be quiet, 
seeing the Lord hath given it a charge against Ashkelon.” — The same metaphor is adopted by 
iEschylus, 


^kvoQ 6k KXrjpovg ETrivojfi^ 

XaXv(5og, XKvBatv aTToiKog^ 

KTsdvwv 

TTiKpbg, wfjLoppwv aidapog, 
x96va vaitiv bianriXagf 
oTrdaav hv Kal <pdip,kvovg icars%6ci/, 
rijiv fieydXiov wediwv dfioipovg, 

'ETTr* M Orj/Sag. — Pors. Edit, line 727- 

And, as if the idea was a favourite one with the poet, it is twice again repeated in the same drama. 
In Ezekiel xvii. 20. we read. Thus saith the Lord God, “ I will spread my net over him, and he 
shall be taken in my snare and the same expression is used in other passages of Scripture, to 
describe a state of inextricable difficulty, of distress, or ruin. The same metaphor is applied by 
iEschylus to describe the ruin of Troy — 

Zev fSaffiXev, Kai ^iXia, 

[xeyeiXiop Kd^iKav Krtarupaj 

i^r kiri Tpoiag Trvpyoig fjSaXeg 

arsyavbv dtKTvov. — Agamemnon, line 366, Pors. Edit. 

12 
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Syriack, “O king, live for ever: tell thy servants the dream, and A.c. 570. 

5 we will shew the interpretation. The king answered and said to a diTiiiTgr^ 
the Chaldeans, The thing is gone from me : if ye will not make 
known unto me the dream, with the interpretation thereof, ye 


In Ezekiel xxvi. 3. — “ I am against thee, O Tyrus, and will cause many nations to come up 
against thee, as the sea causeth his waves to come up.” iEschylus has adopted the same idea, 

)3o^ ydp KvfJLa ;)(;£p(ratov (TrpaTov. 

'Ettt £7ri 0r/j3. — Line 64. 

And many other parallel passages might be found. The tragedians who followed iEschylus, 
although perhaps inferior to him in sublimity, maintained an exalted nobleness of moral sentiment. 
A higher tone seems to have been given to the public mind in Greece, which cannot entirely be 
attributed to their political institutions, or to the incessant agitation and restlessness of mind induced 
by their party dissensions. We must refer this intellectual elevation to a more intellectual source: 
to the spirit of their philosophy, morality, and poetry, which was partially derived from the purer 
fountains of the Hebrew Scriptures. And the peculiar object of Providence, in thus communicating 
to the Greeks, through the dispersion and captivity of the Jews, some knowledge of a purer creed, 
was shewn in subsequent ages, when that language was selected to impart the knowledge of the 
Scriptures to the world. The universality of the Greek language may be attributed to the general 
interest excited by the Greek Drama ; the splendid compositions of the poets ; and the more 
exalted speculations of their philosophers. The Pagan nations did not, it is true, eat of the fruit 
of the tree of life ; yet they were blessed with some few of its leaves ; and the very “leaves of that 
tree are for the healing of the nations.” — Vide Stillingfleet’s Origines Sacrae, b. i. ch. 3; Athenian 
Letters, vol. i. p. JI2 ; Plato, Alcibiad. § 12, 13; Gale’s Court of the Gentiles, book ii. ch. 3 — 10; 
Warburton’s Divine Legat. b. iii. s. 2 ; Encyclop. Brit. art. Thales, and Philosophy, p. 20 ; Gray’s 
Connection between the Sacred Writings arid Heathen Literature, vol. ii. ch. 6 and 9; Josephus 
cont. Apion ; Eusebius, Praep. Evang, lib. 10 c. 2; Selden de Diis Syris Syntag. 2. ch. 1, 2; the 
numerous references in Gale and Dr. Gray; Jamblichus’ Life of Pythagoras, translated by Taylor; 
Cudworth’s Intell. System, book i. s. 22, &c. On the philosophical sentiments of iEschyius, see 
an anonymous paper in the Classical Journal, No. 22. 

In Daniel i. 5, 6, we read that Daniel, with some other Jewish captives, was placed under the 
care of the master of the eunuchs, to be instructed for the .space of three years in the language 
and sciences of Chaldea. At the end of that time they were to be admitted to the presence of the 
king, to stand and serve before him. In Daniel ii. 1. it is said, in the second year of the reign of 
Nebuchadnezzar, the king dreamed the dream which Daniel interpreted; and as the time appointed 
for Daniel’s improvement had expired (Dan. i. 18), it may be asked why this chapter was not 
inserted in the same place as the first chapter. Prideaux has dated it in the year 603, on the 
authority of the literal interpretation of the words “in the second year of his reign.” It must, 
however, be recollected that the inspired writers date from different aeras ; instance.s of which have 
been given in these notes : and Daniel, writing this part of his history in Chaldee, for the use of the 
Chaldeans, most probably followed the computation prevalent among them ; and refers, not to the 
second year of the reign of Nebuchadnezzar, as dated from his accession to the throne, but from the 
second year of his universal monarchy ; after Egypt, and all the surrounding nations, who, with 
the Jews, had leagued against him, had been subdued. Lightfoot and Hales both agree in making 
the events related in this chapter succeed Nebuchadnezzar’s conquests : and when it is remembered 
that, in the second year of Nebuchadnezzar (dated from his accession to the throne of Babylon), 
Daniel was still under the care of Melzar; that a short time after Jehoiakirn rebelled, depending 
in all probability upon the league formed against the king of Babylon by the surrounding nations ; 
it cannot be conceived that a prior date can be correct. In addition to these arguments, it must be 
considered, that when Daniel left the prince of the eunuchs he must have been very young, and 
still a stranger in the land : is it therefore probable that Nebuchadnezzar would make him at this 
time ruler over the whole province of Babylon, and chief of the governors over all its wise men 
(chap. ii. ver. 48), and advance his three friends to such high offices in the state? When, too, irr 
addition to these things, it is stated that Daniel, at the time of the king’s dream, was living in his 
own house (chap. ii. ver. 17), and that he was numbered among the wise men who were decreed 
by the king to be slain (ver. 13), he could not have been under the care of Melzar, in the palace 
of the king ; for, in the latter case, while he was pursuing his studies under the immediate pro- 
tection of Nebuchadnezzar, Daniel would not have been ranked among the wise men of Babylon. 
These considerations have induced me to insert here this chapter of Daniel, and to compute the 
second year of Nebuchadnezzar mentioned in it, from the universal dominion he obtained by his 
conquests. 
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AfC. 570. shall be ^ cut in pieces, and your houses shall be made a 
b^irTiiT^ dunghill. But if ye shew the dream, and the interpretation 6 
thereof, ye shall receive of me gifts and ‘^rewards and great 
dOr.MciK honour: therefore shew me the dream, and the interpretation 
’ ’ ’ thereof. They answered again and said, Let the king tell his 7 

servants the dream, and we will shew the interpretation of it. 
The king answered and said, I know of certainty that ye would 8 
e chaid.twy, ® gain the time, because ye see the thing is gone from me. But 9 
Eph. V. 16. ifyQ jjQt make known unto me the dream, there is but one 
decree for you : for ye have prepared lyinjr and corrupt words 
to speak before me, till the time be changed : therefore tell me 
the dream, and I shall know that ye can shew me the interpre- 
tation thereof. 


The Chaldeans answered before the king, and said, There is 10 
not a man upon the earth that can shew the king’s matter : 
therefore there is no king, lord, nor ruler, that asked such things 
at any magician, or astrologer, or Chaldean. And it is a rare 1 1 
thing that the king requireth, and there is none other that can 
shew it before the king, except the gods, whose dwelling is not 
with flesh. For this cause the king was angry and very furious, 12 
and commanded to destroy all the wise men of Babylon. And 13 
the decree went forth that the wise men should be slain ; and 
they sought Daniel and his fellows to be slain. 

Then Daniel ^answered with counsel and wisdom to Arioch 14 


The Jewish church, at the time of the wonderful interposition of Providence in enabling Daniel 
to discover and to interpret the dream of Nebuchadnezzar, when all the magicians, the astrologers, 
the sorcerers, and Chaldeans of Babylon were not able to do so, was in the depth of its distress. Its 
enemies were on every side victorious. The gods of gold, of silver, of wood, and of stone, appeared 
to be more powerful than Jehovah. 

The prophet Ezekiel had ceased to address the people. Jeremiah in all probability no longer 
existed. Jerusalem was destroyed ; the temple burnt ; the visible church almost annihilated ; 
when the attention of the world was fixed, and the church of God comforted, by the miraculous 
powers of Daniel. Through the providence of God this favoured captive became the adviser and 
the friend of kings, the head of governments and provinces, and the chief means of fulfilling the 
prophecies of His Scriptures, by accomplishing the deliverance of the Jews. 

The next chapter gives us an account of the dedication of a golden image by Nebuchadnezzar. 
This image is supposed to have been erected in commemoration of his conquests : it is, therefore, 
probable that it was commanded to be made on his triumphal return to his capital. Elated with 
victory, the conqueror of the world, with every ambitious project accomplished, at last his mind 
gradually fixes itself on futurity. The visions which came into the king’s head on his bed, as 
to “ what should come to pass hereafter,” were most probably the result of meditations on his 
present grandeur and unrivalled power, the monument intended to transmit his fame and glories 
to posterity would naturally at such a moment have presented itself to his mind. 

The idea therefore has suggested itself to me (and I cannot consider it as improbable) that the 
Almighty in his mercy selected the same figure that Nebuchadnezzar had designed to perpetuate 
his name and possessions, to reveal to him the instability of his empire, and the vanity of all 
human grandeur. 

The worshipper of idols had a prophetic dream (as Bishop Newton observes from St Jerome), 
that the servant of God interpreting it, God might be glorified ; and the captives, and those who 
served God in captivity, might receive great consolation. Nebuchadnezzar, with a mind thus lost 
in futurity, dreams about an image composed of different metals (1 — 13) ; the interpretation of this 
dream is communicated to Daniel (14 — 23), who reveals it to the monarch (24—35), and interprets 
it of the four great monarchies. The head of gold represented the Babylonian empire (32) ; 
the breast and arms, which were of silver, represented the Medo-Persian empire (32—39) ; the 
brazen belly and thighs represented the Macedo-Grecian empire (32 — 39) ; the legs and feet, 

% 
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the 8 captain of the king’s guard, which was gone forth to slay 

1 5 the wise men of Babylon : he answered and said to Arioch the 
king’s ^ captain, Why w* the decree so hasty from the kin^ ? 

16 Then Arioch made the thing known to Daniel. Then Daniel 
went in, and desired of the king that he would give him time, 

17 and that he would shew" the king the interpretation. Then 
Daniel went to his house, and made the thing known to 

18 Hananiali, Mishael, and Azariah, his companions: that they 
would desire mercies ^of the God of heaven concerning this 
secret ; ^that Daniel and his fellow's should not perish with the 
rest of the wise men of Babylon. 

19 Then was the secret revealed unto Daniel in a night vision. 

20 Then Daniel blessed the God of heaven. Daniel answered and 


A.c. 570. 

g Or, chief 
marghal. 
h Chald. chief 
of the execu- 
tioners, or, 
slaughtermen, 
Gen. xxxvii. 
36 . 


i Chald. /‘ro n 
before God. 
k Or, that 
they should 
not destroy 
Daniel, Sfc. 


said, ^ Blessed be the name of God for ever and ever : for 

21 wisdom and might are his : and he changeth the times and the 
seasons : he removeth kings, and setteth up kings : he giveth 
wisdom unto the wise, and knowledge to them that know 

22 understanding : he revealeth the deep iind secret things : he 
knoweth what is in the darkness, and the light dwelleth with 

23 him. I thank thee, and praise thee, O thou God of my 
fathers, who hast given me wisdom and might, and hast made 
known unto me now what we desired of thee : for thou hast 


nov) made known unto us the king’s matter. 

24 Therefore Daniel went in unto Arioch, whom the king had 
ordained to destroy tlie wise men of Babylon : he went and 
said thus unto him; Destroy not the wise men of Babylon: 
bring me in before the king, and I will shew unto the king the 

25 interpretation. Then Arioch brought in Daniel before the king 
in haste, and said thus unto him, ^ I have found a man of the 

" captives of Judah, that will make known unto the king the found. 

26 interpretation. The king answered and said to Daniel, whose df^nUfthe^^ 
name was Belteshazzar, Art thou able to make known unto me 

the dream which I have seen, and the interpretation thereof ? 

27 Daniel answered in the presence of the king, and said. The 
secret which the king hath demanded cannot the wise men, the 
astrologers, the magicians, the soothsayers, shew unto the king; 

28 but there is a God in heaven that revealeth secrets, and 
^maketli known to the king Nebuchadnezzar what shall be in 
the latter days. Thy dream, and the visions of thy head upon 

29 thy bed, are these ; as for thee, O king, thy thoughts ^ came 
into thy mind upon thy bed, what should come to pass here- 
after : and he that revealeth secrets maketh known to thee 


which were partly of iron and partly of clay, represented the Roman empire (33, 40 — 43), which 
would bruise and break to pieces every other kingdom, but in its last stage should be divided into 
ten smaller kingdoms, denoted by the ten toes of the image. The stone “ cut out of the mountain 
without hands, which brake in pieces the iron, the brass, the clay, the silver, and the gold” (34, 
35), represented the kingdom of the Messiah, which was “to fill the whole earth,” become uni- 
versal, and stand for ever (44, 45). The chapter concludes with an account of the promotion of 
Daniel and his friends to distinguished honour. 



614 


PERIOD SEVENTH. 


[part IV. 


x . c . 570. wlmt shall come to pass. But as for me, this secret is not 30 
revealed to me for an^ wisdom that I have more than any 
^hTintelVth^^t living, ‘ibut for their sakes that shall make known the interpre- 
^atiunZal^'be kiiig, and that thou raightest know the thoughts 

made known of thy heart. 

r Chald. wasi Thou, O king, ^ sawest, and behold a great image. This great 31 
teeing. image, wliosc brightness was excellent, stood before thee ; and 

the form thereof was terrible. This image’s head was of fine gold, 32 
s Or, tidet. jjjg breast and his arms of silver, his belly and his ® thighs of brass, 

his legs of iron, his feet part of iron and part of clay. Thou 33,34 
t Or, which sawest till that a stone was cut out * without hands, which smote 
hands : 11 the image upon his feet that were of iron and clay, and brake 

them to pieces. Then was the iron, the clay, the brass, the 35 
silver, and the gold, broken to pieces together, and became 
like the chaff of the summer threshingfloors ; and the wind car- 
ried them away, that no place was found for them : and the 
stone that smote the image became a great mountain, and filled 
the whole earth. 


This is the dream; and we will tell the interpretation thereof 36 
before the king. Thou, O king, art a king of kings: for the 37 
God of heaven hath given thee a kingdom, power, and 
strength, and glory. And wheresoever the children of 38 
men dwell, the beasts of the field and the fowls of the 
heaven hath he given into thine hand, and hath made thee 
ruler over them all. Thou art this head of gold. And after 39 
thee shall arise another kingdom inferior to thee, and another 
third kingdom of brass, which shall bear rule over all the earth. 
And the fourth kingdom shall be strong as iron : forasmuch as 40 
iron breaketh in pieces and subdueth •d\\ things: and as iron that 
breaketh all these, shall it break in pieces and bruise. And 41 
whereas thou sawest the feet and toes, part of potters’ clay, 
and part of iron, the kingdom shall be divided ; but there shall 
be in it of the strength of the iron, forasmuch as thou sawest 
the iron mixed with miry clay. And as the toes of the feet 42 
were part of iron, and part of clay, so the kingdom shall be 
u Or, hritiie. partly strong, and partly ^ broken. And whereas thou sawest 43 
iron mixed with miry clay, they shall mingle themselves with 
the seed of men : but they shall not cleave ^ one to another. 


y^chaid. their even as iron is not mixed with clay. And in y the days of these 44 
zch‘iv.3.34. kings shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom, ^ which shall 
viri4.^27^ never be destroyed : and the ® kingdom shall not be left to 
Lukei'^s^as people, but it shall break in pieces and consume all these 

a Chald. kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever. Forasmuch as thou 45 
bOr/tX?/’ sawest that the stone was cut out of the mountain ^ without 


hands, and that it brake in pieces the iron, the brass, the clay, 
the silver, and the gold ; the great God hath made known to 
what shall come to pass ° hereafter : and the dream is 
certain, and the interpretation thereof sure. 
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46 Then the king Nebuchadnezzar fell upon his face, and wor- A.c. 570. 
shipped Daniel, and commanded that they should ofiFer an obla- 

47 tion and sweet odours unto him. The king answered unto 
Daniel, and said, Of a truth it is^ that your God is a God of 
gods, and a Lord of kings, and a revealer of secrets, seeing 

48 thou couldest reveal this secret. Then the king made Daniel 
a great man, and gave him many great gifts, and made him 

ruler over the whole province of Babylon, and ^ chief of the ^ ^ 

49 gov^ernors over all the wise men of Babylon. Then Daniel re- 
quested of the king, and he set Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed- 
nego, over the affairs of the province of Babylon: but Daniel 
sat in the gate of the king. 

§ 10. Nebuchadnezzar, on the Completion of his Conquests, sets up the 

Golden Image. 

DANIEL III 

1 Nebuchadnezzar the king made an image of gold, whose 
height was threescore cubits, and the breadth thereof six cubits : 
he set it up in the plain of Dura, in the province of Babylon. 

2 Then Nebuchadnezzar the king sent to gather together the 
princes, the governors, and the captains, the judges, the trea- 
surers, the counsellors, the sheriffs, and all the rulers of the 
provinces, to come to the dedication of the image which Nebii- 

3 chadnezzar the king had set up. Then the princes, the gover- 
nors, and captains, the judges, the treasurers, the counsellors, 
the sheriffs, and all the rulers of the provinces, were gathered 
together unto the dedication of the image that Nebuchad- 
nezzar the king had set up ; and they stood before the image 

4 that Nebuchadnezzar had set up. Then an herald cried ^ aloud, 

To you ^it is commanded, O people, nations, and languages, 

5 That at what time ye hear the sound of the cornet, flute, harp, 
sackbut, psaltery, dulcimer, and all kinds of musick, kill « 
down and worship the golden image that Nebuchadnezzar the phony. 

6 king hath set up : and whoso falleth not down and worshippeth 

This chapter describes the dedication of that golden image, most probably ordered by Nebu- 
chadnezzar on his triumphal return to his capital, after his conquests. The conduct of Nebuchad- 
nezzar, on this occasion, proves that the miraculous interpretation of his dream, given by Daniel, 
made no lasting impression on the king’s mind. The consecration of this idol to Bel, or Belus 
(ver. 14. Dan. iv. 8), shews that he no longer acknowledged the superiority of the God of Daniel 
(chap. ii. 47») But this arrogant idolater, by the wonderful deliverance of his three captive ser- 
vants, and the miraculous appearance of the Son of God, is again compelled to confess the superior 
power of the most high God, and to declare “ there is no other God can deliver after this sort.” 
The believing Jews, on beholding the Divine form which appeared in the midst of the fire, would 
recognise the same Almighty Being which had guided their fathers through the wilderness, and 
had so frequently manifested himself as the guardian God of the visible Church. And the wonder- 
ful preservation of these three faithful Hebrews must have signified to all the Jews that the same 
power would likewise be exerted to support them in all their trials, and to deliver them at the 
appointed time from the furnace of affliction, and finally restore them to the land and the worship 
of their fathers. By this most extraordinary miracle, the knowledge of the true God, his power, 
and superiority, were made known by the decree of Nebuchadnezzar through his extensive and 
universal empire; and every “ people, nation, and language” were called upon to worship the God 
of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego. 
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A.c. 570. shall the same hour be cast into the midst of a burning fiery 

furnace. Therefore at that time, when all the people heard the 7 
sound of the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, and all kinds 
of musick, all the people, the nations, and the languages, fell 
down and worshipped the golden image that Nebuchadnezzar 
the king had set up. 

Wherefore at that time certain Chaldeans came near, and 8 


accused the Jews. They spake and said to the king Nebuchad- 9 
nezzar, O king, live for ever. Thou, O king, hast made a lo 
decree, that every man that shall hear the souna of the cornet, 
flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, and dulcimer, and all kinds of 
musick, shall fall down and worship the golden image: andii 
whoso falleth not down and worshippeth, that he should be cast 
into the midst of a burning fiery furnace. There are certain 12 
Jews whom thou hast set over the affairs of the province of 
Babylon, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego; these men, O 
In^no^relard ® hsive not regarded thee : they serve not thy gods, nor 

upon thee. worship the golden image which thou hast set up. 

Then Nebuchadnezzar in his rage and fury commanded to 13 
bring Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego. Then they brought 
these men before the king, Nebuchadnezzar spake and said 14 
o/^^r- unto them. Is it ^true, O Shadrach, Meshach, and 
XXL iT. do not ye serve my gods, nor worship the golden image which 

I have set up ? Now if ye be ready that at what time ye hear 15 
the sound of the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, and dul- 
cimer, and all kinds of musick, ye fall down and worship the 
image which I have made ; well : but if ye worship not, ye 
shall be cast the same hour into the midst of a burning fiery 
furnace ; and who is that God that shall deliver you out of my 
hands ? Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, answered and said 16 
to the king, O Nebuchadnezzar, we are not careful to answer 
thee in this matter. If it be so, our God whom we serve is 17 


able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and he will 
deliver us out of thine hand, O king. But if not, be it known 18 
unto thee, O king, that we will not serve thy gods, nor worship 
the golden image which thou hast set up. 

Then was Nebuchadnezzar sfull of fury, and the form of his 19 
visage was changed against Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed- 
nego : therefore he spake, and commanded that they should heat 
the furnace one seven times more than it was wont to be heated. 


0 / commanded the most mighty men that were in his 20 

strength. army to bind Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, and to cast 
them into the burning fiery furnace. Then these men were 21 
kor Turbans ^coats, their hosen, and their ^ hats, and their other 

garments, and were cast into the midst of the burning fiery fur- 
1 chaid. tt’ord. nace. Therefore because the king’s ^ commandment was ur - 22 
tti ot, spark, gent, and the furnace exceeding hot, the flame of the fire slew 
those men that took up Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego. 
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23 And these three men, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, fell 

24 down bound into the midst of the burning fiery furnace. Then 
Nebuchadnezzar the king was astonied, and rose up in haste, 
and spake, and said unto his ” counsellors, Did not we cast 
three men bound into the midst of the fire ? They answered 

25 and said unto the king. True, O king. He answered and said, 
Lo, 1 see four men loose, walking in the midst of the fire, 
and ° they have no hurt; and the form of the fourth is like the 
Son of God. 

26 Then Nebuchadnezzar came near to the p mouth of the burn- 
ing fiery furnace, and spake, and said, Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abed-nego, ye servants of the most high God, come forth, and 
come hither. Then Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, came 

27 forth of the midst of the fire. And the princes, governors, and 
captains, and the king’s counsellors, being gathered together, 
saw these men, upon whose bodies the fire had no power, nor 
was an hair of their head singed, neither were their coats changed, 

28 nor the smell of fire had passed on them. Then Nebuchad- 
nezzar spake, and said. Blessed he the God of Shadrach, Me- 
shach, and Abed-nego, who hath sent his angel, and delivered 
his servants that trusted in him, and have changed the king’s 
word, and yielded their bodies, that they might not serve nor 

29 worship any god, except their own God. Therefore ^ I make 
a decree. That every people, nation, and language, which speak 
^ any thing amiss against the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abed-nego, shall be ® cut in pieces, and their houses shall be 
made a dunghill : because there is no other God that can 

30 deliver after this sort. Then the king ^ promoted Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abed-nego, in the province of Babylon. 


A.c. 670. 


n Or, gover- 
nors. 


o Chald. there 
is no hurt in 
them. 

p Chald.door. 


q Chald. a de- 
cree is made 
by me, 

r Chald. error. 

8 Chald. made 
pieces. 

t Chald. made 
to prosper. 


§ 11. Nebuchadnezzar s second Dream. 

DANIEL IV. VER. 1 — 27. 

1 Nebuchadnezzar the king, unto all people, nations, and Ian- 
guages, that dwell in all the earth ; Peace be multiplied unto 

2 you. ^ I thought it good to shew the signs and wonders that 

3 the high God hath wrought toward me. How great are \i\sMoreme. 
signs ! and how mighty are his wonders ! his kingdom is an ^ 
everlasting kingdom, and his dominion is from generation to 
generation. 

4 I Nebuchadnezzar was at rest in mine house, and flourishing 

5 in my palace : I saw a dream which made me afraid, and the 
thoughts upon my bed and the visions of my head troubled me. 

6 Therefore made I a decree to bring in all the wise men of 
Babylon before me, that they might make known unto me the 

7 interpretation of the dream. Then came in the magicians, the 
astrologers, the Chaldeans, and the soothsayers : and I told the 
dream nefore them; but they did not make known unto me the 
interpretation thereof. 
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AX. 569. But at the last Daniel came in before me, whose name was 8 
Belteshazzar, according to the name of my God, and in whom 
is the spirit of the holy gods : and before him I told the dream, 
cch.ii.48. saying^ O Belteshazzar, master of the magicians, because I 9 
know that the spirit of the holy gods is in thee, and no secret 
troubleth thee, tell me the visions of my dream that I have 
seen, and the interpretation thereof. Thus were the visions of lo 
d chaid.iwfl# mine head in my bed ; ^ I saw, and behold a tree in the midst 
uteing. earth, and the height thereof was great. The tree grew, 1 1 

and was strong, and the height thereof reached unto heaven, 
and the sight thereof to the end of all the earth : the leaves 12 
thereof were fair, and the fruit thereof much, and in it was meat 
for all : the beasts of the field had shadow under it, and the 


fowls of the heaven dwelt in the boughs thereof, and all flesh 
was fed of it. I saw in the visions of my head upon my bed, 13 
and, behold, a watcher and an holy one came down from hea- 
ven; he cried ® aloud, and said thus. Hew down the tree, and 14 
cut olF his branches, shake off his leaves, and scatter his fruit : 
let the beasts get away from under it, and the fowls from his 
branches : nevertheless leave the stump of his roots in the 15 
earth, even with a band of iron and brass, in the tender grass 
of the field ; and let it be wet with the dew of heaven, and let 
his portion he with the beasts in the grass of the earth : let his 16 
heart be changed from maids, and let a beast’s heart be given 
unto him ; and let seven times pass over him. This matter is i7 
by the decree of the watchers, and the demand by the word of 
the holy ones : to the intent that the living may know that the 
most High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth it to 
whomsoever he will, and setteth up over it the basest of men. 
This dream I king Nebuchadnezzar have seen. Now thou, O 18 
Belteshazzar, declare the interpretation thereof, forasmuch as 
all the wise men of my kingdom are not able to make known 
unto me the interpretation : but thou art able ; for the , spirit 
of the holy gods is in thee. 

Then Daniel, whose name was Belteshazzar, \vas astonied 19 
for one hour, and his thoughts troubled him. The king spake, 
and said, Belteshazzar, let not the dream, or the interpretation 
thereof, trouble thee. Belteshazzar answered and said, My 
lord, the dream he to them that hate thee, and the interpretation 
thereof to thine enemies. The tree that thou sawest, which 20 
grew, and was strong, whose height reached unto the heaven, 
and the sight thereof to all the earth ; whose leaves were fair, 21 
and the fruit thereof much, and in it was meat for all; under which 
the beasts of the field dwelt, and upon whose branches the fowls 
of the heaven had their habitation : it is thou, O king, that 22 
art grown and become strong : for thy greatness is grown, 
and reacheth unto heaven, and thy dominion to the end of the 
earth. And whereas the king saw a watcher and an holy one 23 
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coming down from heaven, and saying, Hew the tree down, 
and destroy it; yet leave the stump of the roots thereof in 
the earth, even with a band of iron and brass, in the tender 
grass of the field ; and let it be wet with the dew of heaven, 
and let his portion he with the beasts of the field, till seven 

24 times pass over him : this is the interpretation, O king, and 
this is the decree of the most High, which is come upon my 

25 lord the king: that they shall ^ drive thee from men, and thy 
dwelling shall be with the beasts of the field, and they shall 
make thee to eat grass as oxen, and they shall wet thee with 
the dew of heaven, and seven times shall pass over thee, till 
thou know that the most High ruletli in the kingdom of men, 

26 and giveth it to whomsoever he will. And whereas they com- 
manded to leave the stump of the tree roots ; thy kingdom 
shall be sure unto thee, after that thou shalt have known that 

27 the heavens do rule. Wherefore, O king, let my counsel be 
acceptable unto thee, and break off thy sins by righteousness, 
and thine iniquities by shewing mercy to the poor ; if it may 
be ^ a lengthening of thy tranquillity. 


A.C. 669. 


f ch. V. 21, &c. 


g Or, an heal- 
ing of thine 
error. 


§ 12. Madness and Recovery of Nebuchadnezzar. 


DANIEL IV. VER. 28, TO THE END. 

28, 29 All this came upon the king Nebuchadnezzar At the 

end of twelve months he walked ^ in the palace of the kingdom ^ or, upon. 

30 of Babylon. The king spake, and said. Is not this great Baby- 
lon, that I have built for the house of the kingdom by the 

31 might of my power, and for the honour of my majesty ? While 
the word was in the king’s mouth, there fell a voice from hea- 
ven, saying O king Nebuchadnezzar, to thee it is spoken ; 

32 The kingdom is departed from thee. And they shall drive 
thee from men, and thy dwelling shall he with the beasts of 
the field : they shall make thee to eat grass as oxen, and seven 
times shall pass over thee, until thou know that the most High 
ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomsoever he 


The signal judgment inflicted upon Nebuchadnezzar, related in this chapter, with its attendant 
circumstances, must have impressed all the nations of the East with the conviction that Jehovah 
was the one true God ; that kings and princes were only the instruments of his will in the govern- 
ment of the world. After having been raised by the most brilliant and unexampled successes to 
the very height of human power and ambition, this king was suddenly removed from all his pos- 
sessions, “ was driven from men, and did eat grass as oxen, till his hairs were grown like eagles’ 
feathers, and his nails like birds’ claws.” The madness of this great monarch is generally sup- 
posed to have consisted in his fancying himself a beast, and living like one ; and that during this 
bereavement of reason, he was too untameable and unmanageablfe to be controlled by man. His 
intellect returned after seven years, and he again resumed the government of his kingdom (ver. 
36.) The evidence of the prediction, the fall, and the restoration of Nebuchadnezzar, is perhaps 
the most undeniable of any thing that rests upon mere human testimony. The king himself, upon 
his recovery, published a proclamation in every part of his vast empire, giving an account of all 
that had befallen him, and praising and honouring the King of Heaven. The evidence of the 
whole fact stands upon this public record of the Babylonian empire, preserved, word for word, in 
this chapter, which must therefore be considered, not as Daniel’s, but as Nebuchadnezzar’s writing. 
— Bishop Horsley. 
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A.c. 569.^ will. The same hour was the thing fulfilled upon Nebuchad- 33 
nezzar : and he was driven from men, and did eat ^ass as oxen, 
and his body was wet with the dew of heaven, till his hairs were 
grown like eagles’ and his nails like birds’ claws. And 34 
at the end of the days I Nebuchadnezzar lifted up mine eyes 
unto heaven, and mine understanding returned unto me, and I 
blessed the most High, and I praised and honoured him that 
liveth for ever, whose dominion is ^ an everlasting dominion, 
and his kingdom is from generation to generation : and all the 35 
inhabitants of the earth are reputed as nothing : and he doeth 
according to his will in the army of heaven, and among the in- 
habitants of the earth : and none can stay his hand, or say unto 
him, What doest thou ? At the same time my reason returned 36 
unto me ; and for the glory of my kingdom, mine honour and 
brightness returned unto me ; and my counsellors and my lords 
sought unto me ; and I was established in my kingdom, and 
excellent majesty was added unto me. Now I Nebuchadnezzar 37 
praise and extol and honour the King of heaven, all whose 
works are truth, and his ways judgment: and those that walk 
in pride he is able to abase. 

§ 13. Accession of Evil-merodachy and Release of Jehoiachin from 

Prison . 


563. 


b ch. vii, 14. 
Mic. iv. 7. 
Luke i. 33. 


c Job ix. 12, 
Is. xlv. 9. 


JEREMIAH LII. VER. 31, TO THE END. 


561. 


a Heb. good 
things with 
him. 


b Heb. the 
matter of the 
day in his 
day. 


And it came to pass in the seven and thirtieth year of the 31 
captivity of Jehoiachin king of Judah, in the twelfth month, in 
the five and twentieth dag of the month, that Evil-merodacli 
king of Babylon in the first year of his reign lifted up the head 
of Jehoiachin king of Judah, and brouglit him forth out of 
prison, and spake ^kindly unto him, and set his throne above 32 
the throne of the kings that ivere with him in Babylon, and 33 
changed his prison garments : and he did continually eat bread 
before him all the days of his life. And for his diet, there was 34 
a continual diet given him of the king of Babylon, ^ every day 
a portion until the day of his death, all the days of his life. 

2 KINGS XXV. VER. 27, TO THE END. 


And it came to pass in the seven and thirtieth year of the captivity of Jehoiachin 27 
king of Judah, in the twelfth month, on the seven and twentieth day of the month, 
that Evil-raerodach king of Babylon in the year that he began to reign did lift up 
c Heb. good the head of Jehoiachin king of Judah out of prison ; and he spake c kindly to him, 28 
things with and set his throne above the throne of the kings that were with him in Babylon; 

and changed his prison garments : and he did eat bread continually before him all 29 
the days of his life. And his allowance was a continual allowance given him of the 
king, a daily rate for every day, all the days of his life. 


Evil-merodach, the son of Nebuchadnezzar, succeeded his father, in the thirty -seventh year 
of the captivity of Jehoiachin. No transaction of his reign is recorded in Scripture but the release 
of Jehoiachin, “ whom he treated kindly and hospitably, setting him above all the other captive 
kings which were in Babylon.” Jerome notices a Jewish tradition, that Evil-merodach, during 
his father’s distraction, behaved so ill in provoking a war with the Medes, that, on his recovery, 
Nebuchadnezzar threw him into prison, where he contracted an intimacy with Jehoiachin. 
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§ 14. DanieVs first Vision of the four living Creatures , 

DANIEL VII. 

I DanieVs vision of four beasts. 9 Of God*s kingdom. 15 The interpretation thereof 

1 In the first year of Belshazzar king of Babylon Daniel ^had ^41. 
a dream and visions of his head upon liis bed : then he wrote the a chaid. saJ. 

2 dream, and told the sum of the ^ matters. Daniel spake and ^ or, wo%ds. 
said, I saw in my vision by night, and, behold, the four winds 

3 of the heaven strove upon the great sea. And fou^reat beasts 

4 came up from the sea, diverse one from another. The first was 
like a lion, and had eagle’s wings: 1 beheld till the wings 
thereof were plucked, and it was lifted up from the earth, and 
made stand upon the feet as a man, and a man’s heart was 

5 given to it. And behold another beast, a second, like to a 
bear, and ^it raised up itself on one side, and it had three ribs 

in the mouth of it between the teeth of it : and they said thus nion. 

G unto it. Arise, devour much flesh. After this I beheld, and 
lo another, like a leopard, which had upon the back of it four 
wings of a fowl ; the beast had also four heads : and dominion 

7 was given to it. After this I saw in the night visions, and be- 
hold a fourth beast, dreadful and terrible, and strong exceed- 
ingly ; and it had great iron teeth : it devoured and brake in 
pieces, and stamped the residue with the feet of it: and it loas 
diverse from all the beasts that were before it ; and it had ten 

8 horns. I considered the horns, and, behold, there came up 
among them another little horn, before whom there were three 
of the first horns plucked up by the roots : and, behold, in this 
horn were eyes like the eyes of man, and a mouth speaking great 
things. 

9 I beheld till the thrones were cast down, and the Ancient of 
days did sit, whose garment ivas white as snow, and the hair of 
his head like the pure wool : his throne was like the fiery flame, 

10 and his wheels as burning fire. A fiery stream issued and came 

forth from before him : ® thousand thousands ministered unto e Rev. v. ii. 
him, and ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him : 

II ^ the judgment was set, and the books were opened. I beheld 
then because of the voice of the great words which the horn 
spake: I beheld even till the beast was slain, and his body 

12 destroyed, and given to the burning flame. As concerning the ^ 
rest of the beasts, they had their dominion taken away: yetlroiongingin 

13^ their lives were prolonged for a season and time. I saw in 


The vision of the four beasts in this chapter represents the same four great monarchies of the 
world prefigured in Nebuchadnezzar’s dream (ch. ii.) by a large statue composed of various metals. 
Nebuchadnezzar saw his kingdom flourishing. Daniel now beholds it on the eve of destruction, 
with its wings plucked, and “ lifted up from the earth” (ver. 4). The ten horns of this beast, 
signified by the ten toes of the image (ii. 41, 42), denote ten kingdoms or principalities; which 
have been variously interpreted by different writers, the result of whose researches on this subject 
are given by Horne, in his Critical Introduction, according to the following table. 
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the night visions, and, behold, one like the Son of man came ^.C. 541. 
with the clouds of heaven, and came to the Ancient of days, ^ ' 

14 and they brought him near before him. And there was given 

him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all ^ people, T.' 
nations, and languages, should serve nim : his dominion is an Luke i. 33. 
everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and his king- 
dom that which shall not be destroyed. 

15 I Daniel was grieved in my spirit in the midst of my * body, 

iGand the visions of my head troubled me. I came near unto 

one of them that stood by, and asked him the truth of all this. 

So he told me, and made me know the interpretation of the 

17 things. These great beasts, which are four, are four kings, 

18 which shall arise out of the earth. But the saints of the ^ most 
High shall take the kingdom, and possess the kingdom for ever, ihings, or, 

J 9 even for ever and ever. Then I would know the truth of the 
fourth beast, which was diverse ^ from all the others, exceeding 
dreadful, whose teeth icere ^iron, and his nails ^ brass ; whM 
devoured, brake in pieces, and stamped the residue with his feet; 

20 and of the ten horns that toere in his head, and of the other 
which came up, and before whom three fell ; even of that horn 
that had eyes, and a mouth that spake very great things, whose 

21 look was more stout than his fellows. I beheld, and the same 
horn made war with the saints, and prevailed against them ; 

22 until the Ancient of days came, and judgment was given to 
the saints of the most High ; and the time came that the saints 

23 possessed the kingdom. Thus he said. The fourth beast shall 
be the fourth kingdom upon earth, which sliall be diverse from 
all kingdoms, and shall devour the whole earth, and shall tread 

24 it down, and break it in pieces. And the ten horns out of this 
kingdom are ten kings that shall arise : and another shall rise 
after them ; and he shall be diverse from the first, and he shall 

25 subdue three kings. And he shall speak great words against 
the most High, and shall wear out the saints of the most High, 
and think to change times and laws : and they shall be given 
into his hand until a time and times and the dividing of time. 

26 But the judgment shall sit, and they shall take away his 

27 dominion, to consiune and to destroy it unto the end. And the 
“'kingdom and dominion, and the greatness of the kingdom ^ Luke i. 33. 


Besides these ten horns or kingdoms, there was to spring up another “ little horn,” which is 
generally supposed to denote the papal power ; a power which fully answers the character of the 
“ little horn setting up himself above all laws, divine and human, arrogating to himself godlike 
attributes, and titles of holiness, of infallibility, wearing “ out the saints of the most High,” by 
massacres and inquisitions, and destroying all those who refuse to comply with his ordinances, 
innovations, and decrees. The papal power, being an ecclesiastical and spiritual, as well as a 
civil and temporal authority, is called “ diverse from the first,” and it is said, that “ he shall subdue 
three kings” (ver. 28 and 8). Out of the ten horns or kingdoms, those of the Heruli, the Ostro- 
goths, and the Lombards, were successively “ plucked up,” and annexed to the papacy by the 
“ little horn,” through which means the Pope became a temporal prince. All the kingdoms above 
described will be succeeded by the “ everlasting dominion” of the Messiah (ver. 9 — 15 and 27)« 
— Bishop Newton ; Horne’s Crit. Introd. 
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A.c. 541. under the whole teaven, shall be given to the people of the 
saints of the most High, whose kingdom is an everlasting king- 
n Or, rulers, dom, and all ^ dominions shall serve and obey him. Hitherto 28 
is the end of the matter. As for me Daniel, my cogitations 
much troubled me, and my countenance changed in me : but I 
kept the matter in my heart. 


§15. Psalms written during the Distresses and Afflictions of the Churchy 
chiefly in the Babylonish Captivity 


PSALM CXXXVIl. 


1 The constancy of the Jews in captivity. 7 The prophet curseth Edom and Babel. 


539. 


a Heb. the 
words of a 
song. 

b Heb. laid 
tis on heaps. 
cHeb. land of 
a stranger. 


d Heb. the 
head of my 

joy- 

e Obad. 10, 
&c. 

fHeb. Make 


compensein 
ito thee thy 


By the rivers of Babylon, there we sat down, yea, we wept, l 
when we remembered Zion. 

We hanged our harps upon the willows in the midst thereof. 2 
For there they that carried us away captive required of us 3 
^ a song ; and they that ^ wasted us required of us mirth, saying^ 
Sing us one of the songs of Zion. 

How shall we sing the Lord’s song in a ^ strange land ? 4 

If I forget thee, O Jerusalem, let my right hand forget her 5 
cunning. 

If I do not remember thee, let my tongue cleave to the roof 6 
of my mouth ; if I prefer not Jerusalem above ‘‘my chief joy. 

Remember, O Lord, ^ the children of Edom in the day of 7 
Jerusalem ; w^ho said, ^ Rase if rase ity even to the foundation 
thereof. 

O Daughter of Babylon, who art to be ^ destroyed ; happy 8 
"" ' ehe^^ that rewardeth thee as thou hast served us. 

Happy shall he he^ that taketh and ‘ dasheth thy little ones 9 
against ^ the stones. 


us. 

i Is. xiii. 16. 
k Heb. the 
rock. 


PSALM CXXX. 

1 The psalmist professeth his hope in prayer^ 5 and his patience in hope. 7 exhortvth 
Israel to hope in God. 


^ A Song of Degrees. 

Out of the depths have I cried unto thee, O Lord. j 

Lord, hear my voice : let thine ears be attentive to the voice 2 
of my supplications. 


The Psalms contained in this section are supposed by Calmet, Horne, Gray, and others, to 
have been written during the Babylonish captivity. They are inserted thus late in the Period, 
because the exact time of their date is quite uncertain, and it is most probable that the persecution 
and distress of the Jews were greatest during the reign of Belshazzar, who did not know Daniel. 
The character of this king, as given by Xenophon and by Isaiah (xiv. 29.), corroborates this sup- 
position. The Ixxxviiith Psalm, on the authority of Lightfoot, was inserted in the first Part of 
Period TIL; and as he has used the same arguments with respect to the Ixxxixth as to the 
Ixxxviiith, it may excite surprise that the two Psalms are not placed together. On referring to the 
contents of Psalm Ixxxix. it will be seen that the name of David occurs more than once. This 
circumstance compelled me to conclude that it was written either in, or after, the time of the 
Psalmist : the supposition of Lightfoot, that the name of David was inserted prophetically, during 
the distress in Egypt before the Exodus, appeared to require confirmation. — Vide Lightfoot’s 
Chronicle, p. 23. The reader will observe that there is a misprint in the passage of Lightfoot here 
referred to. Psalm Ixxix. is printed by mistake for Psalm Ixxxix. It is plain that the latter is 
meant, for the name of David does not occur in Psalm Ixxix. 
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3 If thou, Lord, shouldest mark iniquities, O Lord, who A.c. 539. 

shall stand ? ' ' ' 

4 But there is forgiveness with thee, that thou mayest be 
feared. 

5 I wait for the Lord, my soul doth wait, and in his word do 
I hope. 

6 Mv soul waiteth for the Lord more than they that watch 

for the morning : ^ / say^ more than they that watch for the 
morning. morning. 

7 Let Israel hope in the Lord : for with the Lord there is 
mercy, and with him is plenteous redemption. 

8 And he shall redeem Israel from all his iniquities. 


n Heb. come 
for salvation 


. o Heb. wilt 
' thou smoke, 
Ps. Ixxiv. 1 . 


PSALM LXXX. 

1 The psalmist in his prayer complaineth of the miseries of the church. 8 God's former 
favours are turned into judgments. 14 He prayeth for deliverance. 

^ To the chief Musician upon Shoshannim-Eduth, a Psalm ^ of Asaph. r.i Or, for 

. Jaaph. 

1 Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, thou that leadest Joseph 
like a flock ; thou that dwellest between the cherubims, shine 
forth. 

2 Before Ephraim and Benjamin and Manasseh stir up thy 

strength, and " come and save us. ‘ 

3 1 urn us again, (J God, and cause thy face to shine ; and we «*• 
shall be saved. 

4 O Lord God of hosts, how long ® wilt thou be angry against 

the prayer of thy people ? ps. ixxiv. i. 

5 Thou feedest them with the bread of tears ; and givest them 
tears to drink in great measure. 

6 Thou makest us a strife unto our neighbours : and our 
enemies laugh among themselves. 

7 Turn us again, O God of hosts, and cause thy face to shine : 
and we shall be saved. 

8 Thou hast brought a vine out of Egypt : thou hast cast out 
the heathen, and planted it. 

9 Thou preparedst room before it, and didst cause it to take deep 
root, and it filled the land. 

10 The hills were covered with the shadow of it, and the boughs 
thereof were like p the goodly cedars. 

11 Mie sent out her boughs unto the sea, and her branches unto 
the river. 

12 Why hast thou then broken down her hedges, so that all they 
which pass by the way do pluck her ? 

13 The boar out of the wood doth waste it, and the wild beast 
of the field doth devour it. 

14 Return, we beseech thee, O God of hosts: look down from 
heaven, and behold, and visit this vine ; 

15 And the vineyard which thy right hand hath planted, and the 
branch that thou madest strong for thyself. 
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A.c. 539. It is burned with fire, it is cut down : they perish at the 16 
rebuke of thy countenance. 

Let thy hand be upon the man of thy right hand, upon the 17 
son of man whom thou madest strong for thyself. 

So will not we go back from thee : quicken us, and we will 18 
call upon thy name. 

Turn us again, O Lord God of hosts, cause thy face to 19 
shine ; and we shall be saved. 

PSALM LXXVII. 


q Or, for 
Asaph. 


r Heb. my 
hand. 


8 Heb. to ge- 
neration and 
generation. 


t Heb. The 
clouds were 
poured forth 
with water. 


1 The psalmist sheweth what fierce combat he had with diffidence. 10 The victory 
which he had by consideration of God*s great and gracious works. 

^ To the chief Musician, to Jeduthun, A Psalm Qof Asaph. 

I cried unto God with my voice, even unto God with my i 
voice ; and he gave ear unto me. 

In the day of my trouble I sought the Lord : ^ my sore 2 
ran in the night, and ceased not : my soul refused to be com- 
forted. 

I remembered God, and was troubled : I complained, and 3 
my spirit was overwhelmed. Selah. 

Thou boldest mine eyes waking : I am so troubled that I 4 
cannot speak. 

I have considered the days of old, the years of ancient 5 
times. 

I call to remembrance my song in the night : I commune G 
with mine own heart : and my spirit made diligent search. 

Will the Lord cast off for ever ? and will he be favourable 7 
no more ? 

Is his mercy clean gone for ever ? doth his promise fail ® for 8 
evermore ? 

Hath God forgotten to be gracious ? hath he in anger shut 9 
up his tender mercies ? Selali. 

And I said, This is my infirmity : hut I will remember the 10 
years of the right hand of the most high. 

I will remember the works of the Lord : surely I will 1 1 
remember thy wonders of old. 

I will meditate also of all thy work, and talk of thy doings. 12 

Thy way, O God, is in the sanctuary : who is so great a 1 3 
God as our God ! 

Thou arf the God that doest wonders ; thou hast declared 14 
thy strength among the people. 

Thou hast with thine arm redeemed thy people, the sons of 15 
Jacob and Joseph. Selah. 

The waters saw thee, O God, the waters saw thee ; they 1 6 
were afraid : the depths also were troubled. 

^ The clouds poured out water ; the skies sent out a sound : ] 7 
thine arrows also went abroad. 

The voice of thy thunder was in the heaven : the lightnings 18 
lightened the world : the earth trembled and shook. 


12 
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19 Thy was is in the sea, and thy path in the great waters, and A.c. 539. 

thy footsteps are not known. ' 

20 ^ Thou leddest thy people like a flock by the hand of Moses ^ ^x. xiv. i9. 
and Aaron. 

PSALM XXXVII. 

David persuadeth to patience and confidence in Godf by the different estate of the godly 

and the wicked. 

^ A Psalm of David. 

1 Fret * not thyself because of evildoers, neither be thou envi- xxw”i! 
ous against the workers of iniquity. 

2 For they shall soon be cut down like the grass, and wither 
as the green herb. 

3 Trust in the Lord, and do good ; so shalt thou dwell in the 

land, and y verily thou shalt be fed. >ta- 

4 Delight thyself also in the Lord ; and he shall give thee the biene\s . ' 
desires of thine heart. 

5 Commit thy way unto the Lord: trust also in him; and ^Heb. 

i-.iii..*'*' Oiy way upon 

he shall bring it to pass. the lord. 

6 And he shall bring forth thy righteousness as the light, and 

thy judgment as the noonday. ’ '• 

7 ^ Rest in the Lord, and wait patiently for him: fret not^Reb. 
thyself because of him who prospereth in his way, because of lord. 
the man who bringeth wicked devices to pass. 

8 Cease from anger, and forsake wrath : fret not thyself in any 
wise to do evil. 

9 For evildoers shall be cut off : but those that wait upon the 
Lord, they shall inherit the earth. 

10 For yet a little while, and the wicked shall not he: yea, 
thou shalt diligently consider his place, and li shall not he, 

11 ® But the meek shall inherit the earth; and shall delight c Matt. v. 5. 
themselves in the abundance of peace. 

12 The wicked plotteth against the just, and gnasheth upon 
him with his teeth. 

13 ® The Lord shall laugh at him : for he seeth that his day is ® ^ 

coming. 

14 The wicked have drawn out the sword, and have bent their 
bow^ to cast down the poor and needy, and to slay ^such as be 
of upright conversation. 

15 Their sword shall enter into their own heart, and their bows 
shall be broken. 

16 A little that a righteous man hath is better than the riches 
of many wicked. 

17 For the arms of the wicked shall be broken: but the Lord 
upholdeth the righteous. 

18 The Lord knoweth the days of the upright : and their 
inheritance shall be for ever. 

19 They shall not be ashamed in the evil time : and in the days 
of famine they shall be satisfied. 

s s 2 
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A.C. 539. 

g Heb. the 
preciousness 
of lambs. 


h Or, esta- 
blished. 


i Heb. all the 
day. 


k Or, goings. 


But the wicked shall perish, and the enemies of the Lord 20 
shall as ^ the fat of lambs : they shall consume ; into smoke 
shall they consume away. 

The wicked borroweth, and payeth not again; but the 21 
righteous sheweth mercy, and giveth. 

For such as be blessed of him shall inherit the earth ; and 22 
they that he cursed of him shall be cut olF. 

The steps of a good man are ^ordered by the Lord: and he 23 
delighteth in his way. 

Though he fall, he shall not be utterly cast down : for the 24 
Lord upholdeth him with his hand. 

I have been young, and now am old ; yet have I not seen 25 
the righteous forsaken, nor his seed begging bread. 

He is * ever merciful, and lendeth ; and his seed is blessed. 26 

Depart from evil, and do good ; and dwell for evermore. 27 

For the Lord loveth judgment, and forsaketh not his saints; 28 
they are preserved for ever : but the seed of the wicked shall 
be cut off. 

The righteous shall inherit the land, and dwell therein for 29 
ever. 

The mouth of the righteous speak eth wisdom, and his tongue 30 
talketh of judgment. 

The law of his God is in his heart; none of his ^ steps shall 31 
slide. 

The wicked watcheth the righteous, and seeketh to slay 32 
him. 


The Lord will not leave him in his hand, nor condemn him 33 
when he is judged. 

Wait on the Lord, and keep his way, and he shall exalt 34 
thee to inherit the land : when the wicked are cut olf, thou 
shaltsee it, 

I have seen the wicked in great power, and spreading him- 35 
\?eetl!r'' a 1 green bay tree. 

Yet he passed away, and, lo, he was not: yea, I sought him, 3G 
but he could not be found. 

Mark the perfect man^ and behold the upright : for the end 37 
of that man is peace. 

But the transgressors shall be destroyed together ; the end 38 
of the wicked shall be cut off. 

But the salvation of the righteous is of the Lord ; he is their 39 
strength in the time of trouble. 

And the Lord shall help them, and deliver them : he shall 40 
deliver them from the wicked, and save them, because they 
trust in him. 
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PSALM LXVII. 

1 A prayer for the enlargement of God's kingdom^ 3 to the joy of the people, 6 and the 
increase of God's blessings. 

^ To the chief Musician on Neginoth, A Psalm or Song. 

1 God be merciful unto us, and bless us ; and cause his face 

to shine ^ upon us. Selah. m Heb. wuk 

2 That thy way be known upon earth, thy saving health 
among all nations. 

3 Let the people praise thee, O God ; let all the people praise 
thee. 

4 O let the nations be glad and sing for joy : for thou shalt 

judge the people righteously, and” govern the nations upon n Heb. w. 
earth. Selah. 

5 Let the people praise thee, O God ; let all the people praise 
thee. 

6 Then shall the earth yield her increase ; and God, even our 
own God, shall bless us. 

7 God shall bless us ; and all the ends of the earth shall fear 
him. 


PSALM XLIX. 

I An earnest persuasion to build the faith of resurrection, not on worldly power, but on 

God, 16 Worldly prosperity is not to be admired. 

5[ To the chief Musician, A Psalm » for the sons of Korah. o Or, of. 

] Hear this, all ye people ; give ear, all ye inhabitants of the 
world : 

2 Both low and high, rich and poor, together. 

3 My mouth shall speak of wisdom ; and the meditation of my 
heart shall he of understanding. 

4 1 will incline mine ear to a parable: 1 will open mv dark pPs. ixxviii. 

. .11 ^ 2 . Matt. xiii. 

saying upon the harp. 35. 

5 Wherefore should 1 fear in the days of evil, when the iniquity 
of iny heels shall compass me about ? 

6 They that trust in their wealth, and boast themselves in the 
multitude of their riches ; 

7 None of them can by any means redeem his brother, nor give 
to God a ransom for liim : 

8 (For the redemption of their soul is precious, and it cease th 
for ever :) 

9 That he should still live for ever, and not see corruption. 

10 For he seeth that wise men die, likewise the fool and the 
brutish person perish, and leave their wealth to others. 

I I Their inward thought that their houses shall continue for 
ever, and their dwelling places ^ to all generations ; they call ^ 

.1 . \ ^ r. ^ ^ ^ ^ neration and 

their lands alter their own names. generation. 

12 Nevertheless man heiny in honour abideth not : he is like the 
beiists that perish. 
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[part IV. 


A.C. 539. 


r Heb. delight 
in their 
mouth. 


s Or, etrength. 
t Or, the 
grave being 
an habitation 
to every one 
of them. 
u Heb. from 
the hand of 
the grave. 

X Or, hell. 

y Job xxvii. 

ly. 

7. Heb. in his 
life. 

a Heb. The 
soul shall go. 


This their way is their folly: yet their posterity ’^approve 1 3 
their sayings. Selah. 

Like sheep they are laid in the grave ; death shall feed on 14 
them ; and the upright shall have dominion over them in the 
morning ; and their « beauty shall consume ^ in the grave from 
their dwelling. 

But God will redeem my soul ^ from the power of ^ the grave : 15 
for he shall receive me. Selah. 

Be not thou afraid when one is made rich, when the glory 16 
of his house is increased; 

y For when he dieth he shall carry nothing away : his glory 17 
shall not descend after him. 

Though * while he lived he blessed his soul : and men will 18 
praise thee, when thou doest well to thyself. 

®He shall go to the generation of his fathers: they shall 19 
never see light. 

Man that is in honour, and understandeth not, is like the 20 
beasts that perish. 


PSALM LIII. 

1 David describeth the corruption of a natural man. 4 He convinceth the wicked by the 
light of their own conscience. 6 He glorieth in the salvation of God. 

^ To the chief Musician upon Mahalath, Maschil, A Psalm of David. 

The ^fool hath said in his heart. There is no God. Corrupt l 
c Rom.iii.io. are they, and have done abominable iniquity: ^ there is none 
that doeth good. 

God looked down from heaven upon the children of men, 2 
to see if there were amf that did understand, that did seek 
God. 

Every one of them is gone back : they are altogether become 3 
filthy ; there is none that doeth good, no, not one. 

Have the workers of iniquity no knowledge ? who eat up my 4 
pe^le as they eat bread : they have not called upon God. 

There ^ were they in great fear, where no fear was : for God 5 
hath scattered the bones of him that encampeth against thee : 
thou hast put them to shame, because God hath despised them. 

® Oh that the salvation of Israel were come out of Zion ! When 6 
God bringeth back the captivity of his people, Jacob shall 
rejoice, and Israel shall be glad. 


d Heb. they 
feared a fear, 


e Heb. Who 
will give sal- 
vations, i$*C. 


PSALM L. 

1 The majesty of God in the church. 5 His order to gather saints. 7 The pleasure of 
God is not in ceremonies f 14 but m sincerity of obedience. 

f Or, for ^ A Psalm f of Asaph. 

The mighty God, e^^en the Lord, hath spoken, and called i 
the earth from the rising of the sun unto the going down thereof. 
Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, God hath shined. 2 
Our God shall come, and shall not keep silence : a fire shall 3 
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devour before him, and it shall be very tempestuous round 
about him. 

4 He shall call to the heavens from above, and to the earth, 
that he may judge his people. 

5 Gather my saints together unto me ; those that have made 
a covenant with me by sacrifice. 

6 And the heavens shall declare his rightousness : for God is 
judge himself. Selah. 

7 Hear, O my people, and I will speak ; O Israel, and I will 
testify against thee : I am God, even thy God. 

8 I will not reprove thee for thy sacrifices or thy burnt offer- 
ings, to have been continually before me. 

9 1 will take no bullock out of thy house, nor he goats out of 
tliy folds. 

10 For every beast of the forest is mine, and the cattle upon a 
thousand hills. 

11 I know all the fowls of the mountains: and the wild beasts of 
the field are ^ mine. 

12 If I were hungry, I would not tell thee: ^for the world is 
mine, and the fulness thereof. 

13 Will I eat the flesh of bulls, or drink the blood of goats ? 

14 Offer unto God thanksgiving; and pay thy vows unto the 
most high : 

15 And call upon me in the day of trouble : I will deliver thee, 
and thou shalt glorify me. 

16 But unto the wicked God saith, What hast thou to do to de- 
clare my statutes, or that thou shouldest take my covenant in 
thy mouth? 

17 ‘ Seeing thou hatest instruction, and castest my words behind 
thee. 

18 When thou sawest a thief, then thou consentedst with him, 
and ^ hast been partaker with adulterers. 

19 ^ Thou givest thy mouth to evil, and thy tongue frameth de- 
ceit. 

20 Thou sittest and speakest against thy brother ; thou slanderest 
thine own mothers son. 

21 These things hast thou done, and I kept silence ; thou 
thoughtest that I was altogether such an one as thyself: 
hut I will reprove thee, and set them in order before thine 


A.C. 539. 


g Heb. with 
me. 

h £x. xix. 5. 
Deut. X. 14. 
Job xli. 11. 
Ps. xxiv. 1. 

1 Cor. X. 26. 
28. 


i Rom. ii.21, 
22 . 


k Heb. thy 
portion was 
with adul- 
terers. 

1 Heb. Thou 
sendest. 


eyes. 

22 Now consider this, ye that forget God, lest I tear gou in pieces, 
and there he none to deliver. 

23 Whoso offereth praise glorifieth me : and to him ^ that order- 

1 ,. MiTi 1 1 * dtsposeth nh 

etli nis conversation aright will 1 shew the salvation ot God. tvay. 
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[part IV. 


A.C. 539. 


n Heb. In the 
pride of the 
wicked he 
doth perse- 
cute. 

o Ps. vii. 16. 
& ix. 15, 16. 
Prov. V. 22. 
p Heb. souls . . 
q Or, the co- 
vetous hlesseth 
himself, he 
ahhorreth the 
LORD. 
r Or, all his 
thoughts are, 
There is no 
God. 

8 Pa. xiv. 1. 

& liii. 1. 
t Heb. unto 
generation 
and genera- 
tion. 

uRom.iii.14. 
X Heb. de- 
ceits. 

y Or, iniquity, 
z Heb. hide 
themselves. 
a Heb. in the 
secret places. 
b Heb. He 
breaketh him^ 
self. 

c Or, into his 
strong parts. 
d Ps.‘ xciv. 7. 

e Or, afflicted. 


fHeb. cleav- 
eth. 


g Ps. xxix. 
10. cxlv. 1.3. 
& cxlvi. 10. 
Jer. X. 10. 
Lam. V. 10. 


PSALM X. 

1 David complaineth to God of the outrage of the wicked. 12 He prayethfor remedy. 

16 He professeth his confidence. 

Why standest thou afar off, O Lord ? why hidest thou thyself i 
in times of trouble ? 

” The wicked in his pride doth persecute the poor : ® let them 2 
be taken in the devices that they have imagined. 

For the wicked boasteth of his p heart’s desire, and ^ blesseth 3 
the covetous, whom the Lord abhorreth. 

The wicked, through the pride of his countenance, will not 4 
seek after God : ^ God is not in all his ® thoughts. 

His ways are always grievous; thy judgments are far above 5 
out of his sight : as for all his enemies, he puffeth at them. 

He hath said in his heart, I shall not be moved : for I shall 6 
* never he in adversity. 

^ His mouth is full of cursing and ^ deceit and fraud : under 7 
his tongue is mischief and ^ vanity. 

He sitteth in the lurking places of the villages : in the secret 8 
places doth he murder the innocent : his eyes ^ are privily set 
against the poor. 

He lieth in wait ^ secretly as a lion in his den : he lieth in 9 
wait to catch the poor : he doth catch the poor, when he draweth, 
him into his net. 

^ He croucheth, and humbleth himself, that the poor may fall 10 
® by his strong ones. 

He hath said in his heart, God hath forgotten: ‘^he hidethij 
his face ; he will nev’^er see it. 

Arise, O Lord ; O God, lift up thine hand : forget not the 12 
® humble. 

Wherefore doth the wicked contemn God ? he hath said in 13 
his heart. Thou wilt not require it. 

Thou hast seen it ; for thou beholdest mischief and spite, to 14 
requite it with thy hand : the poor * committeth himself unto 
thee ; thou art the helper of the fatherless. 

Break thou the arm of the wicked and the evil man : seek 15 
out his wickedness till thou find none. 

^The Lord 25 King for ever and ever: the heathen are 16 
perished out of his land. 

Lord, thou hast heard the desire of the humble : thou wilt l7 


h Or, esta- '' prepare their heart, thou wilt cause thine ear to hear : 

* ■ To judge the fatherless and the oppressed, that the man of 18 

1 Or, terrify, earth may no more ^ oppress. 
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PSALM XIII. 

1 David complaineth of delay in help. 3 He prayeth for preventing grace. 6 He 
boasteth of divine mercy. 

^ To the ^ chief Musician, A Psalm of David. 

1 How long wilt thou forget me, O Lord ? forever? how long a.c. 539 . 
wilt thou hide thy face from me ? 

2 How long shall I take counsel in my soul, having sorrow 
in my heart daily ? how long shall mine enemy be exalted 
over me ? 

3 Consider and hear me, O Lord my God : lighten mine 
eyes, lest I sleep the sleep of death ; 

4 Lest mine enemy say, I have prevailed against him ; and 
those that trouble me rejoice when I am moved. 

5 But I have trusted in thy mercy ; my heart shall rejoice in 
thy salvation. 

6 I will sing unto the Lord, because he hath dealt bountifully 
with me. 


PSALM XIV. 

1 David descrihcth the corr uption of a natural man. 4 He convinceth the wicked by the 
light of their conscience. 7 He glorieth in the salvation of God. 

^ To the chief Musician, A Psalm of David. 

1 The ^fool hath said in his heart, There is no God. They are * 

corrupt, they have done aliominable works, there is none that ‘ ’ 
doeth good. 

2 The Lord looked down from heaven upon the children of 
men, to see if there were any that did understand, and seek 
God. 

3 ^ They are all gone aside, they are all together become ^ ui. 

” filthy : there is none that doeth good, no, not one. n iich.$tink- 

4 Have all the workers of iniquity no knowledge ? who eat up 
my people as they eat bread, and call not upon the Lord. 

5 There °were they in great fear: for God is in the 

tion of the righteous. Ps.im. 5 . 

6 Ye have shamed the counsel of the poor, because the Lord 
is his refuge. 

7 P Oh that the salvation of Israel iverc come out of Zion ! when 

the Lord bringeth back the captivity of his people, Jacob shall see kom. xi 
rejoice, and Israel shall be glad. 

PSALM XV. 

David describeth a citizen of Zion. 

^ A Psalm of David. 

1 Lord, ^ who shall ^ abide in thy tabernacle ? who shall dwell J 

in thy holy hill ^ r’lieb. 50- 

2 ^ He that walketh uprightly, and workcth righteousness, and « Ik. xxxiii. 
speaketh the truth in his lieart. 
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PERIOD SEVENTH. 


[part IV. 



uEx.xxii.25. 
Lev. XXV. 36. 
Deut. xxiii. 
19. Ezek. 
xviii. 8. & 
xxii. 12. 


X Ps. xxii. 5. 
& xxxi. 1. & 
xxxiv. 8. Is. 
xxviii. 16. 
Rom. X. 11. 


y Ps. xxvii. 
11. & Ixxxvi. 
11. & cxix. 


z Ps. ciii. 17. 
& cvi. 1. & 
cvii. 1. Jer. 
xxxiii. 11. 
a Heb. thy 
bowels. 


b Heb. shall 
lodge in good- 
ness. 

c Prov. V. 32. 
d Or, and his 
covenant to 
make them 
know it. 
c Heb. bring 
Jorth. 


He that backbiteth not with his tongue, nor doeth evil to 3 
his neighbour, nor * taketh up a reproach against his neighbour. 

In whose eyes a vile person is contemned ; but he honoureth 4 
them that fear the Lord. He that sweareth to his own hurt, 
and changeth not. 

^ He that putteth not out his money to usury, nor taketh 5 
reward against the innocent. He that doeth these things shall 
never be moved. 

PSALM XXV. 

1 David* s confidence in prayer. 7 He prayeth for remission of sinst 16 and for help in 

affliction. 

^ A Psalm of David. 

Unto thee, O Lord, do I lift up my soul. i 

O my God, I ^ trust in thee : let me not be ashamed, let not 2 
mine enemies triumph over me. 

Yea, let none that wait on thee be ashamed : let them be .3 
ashamed which transgress without cause. 

y Shew me thy ways, O Lord ,* teach me thy paths. 4 

Lead me in thy truth, and teach me : for thou art the God 5 
of my salvation ; on thee do I wait all the day. 

Remember, O Lord, ^^®thy tender mercies and thy loving 6 
kindnesses ; for they have been ever of old. 

Remember not the sins of my youth, nor my transgressions : 7 
according to thy mercy remember thou me for thy goodness’ 
sake, O Lord. 

Good and upright is the Lord : therefore will he teach sinners 8 
in the way. 

The meek will he guide in judgment : and the meek will he 9 
teach his way. 

All the paths of the Lord are mercy and truth unto such as 10 
keep his covenant and his testimonies. 

For thy name’s sake, O Lord, pardon mine iniquity; for it 11 
is great. 

What man is he that feareth the Lord ? him shall he teach 12 
in the way that he shall choose. 

His soul ^ shall dwell at ease; and his seed shall inherit the 13 
earth. 

® The secret of the Lord is with them that fear him ; ^and he 14 
will shew them his covenant. 

Mine eyes are ever toward the Lord: for he shall ® pluck 15 
my feet out of the net. 

Turn thee unto me, and have mercy upon me; for I awz 16 
desolate and afflicted. 

The troubles of my heart are enlarged: O bring thou me 17 
out of my distresses. 

Look upon mine affliction and my pain ; and forgive all my is 
sins. 
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19 

20 
21 
22 


1 

2 


3 


4 

5 
0 

7 

8 
9 
10 
11 
12 


Consider mine enemies ; for they are many ; and they hate A.c. 639. 
me with ^ cruel hatred. fueb. 

O keep my soul, and deliver me: let me not be ashamed; 
for I put my trust in thee. 

Let integrity and uprightness preserve me ; for I wait on 
thee. 

Redeem Israel, O God, out of all his troubles. 


PSALM XXVI. 

David resorteth unto God in confidence of his integrity. 

^ J Psalm of David. 

Judge me, O Lord ; for I have walked in mine integrity : 

1 have trusted also in the Lord; therefore I shall not slide. 

^ Examine me, O Lord, and prove me ; try my reins and ^ 
my heart. 

For thy lovingkindness is before mine eyes : and 1 have 
walked in thy truth. 

^ I have not sat with vain persons, neither will I go in with 
dissemblers. 

I have hated the congregation of evil doers ; and will not sit 
with the wicked. 

I will wash mine hands in innocency : so will I compass thine 
altar, O Lord : 

That I may publish with the voice of thanksgiving, and tell 
of all thy wondrous works. 

Lord, I have loved the habitation of thy house, and the 
place ^ where thine honour dwelleth. mtrnaLTof 

^ Gather not mv soul with sinners, nor my life with ^ bloody thy honour. 

^ J k Or, Take 

men. not away. 

In whose hand is mischief, and their right hand is ^ full of 
bribes. 

But as for me, I will walk in mine integrity : redeem me, 
and be merciful unto me. 

My foot standeth in an even place ; in the congregations 
will 1 bless the Lord. 


with. 


’ PSALM XXVII. 

1 David sustaineth his faith by the power of Gody 4 by his love to the service of Gody 

9 by prayer. 

^ A Psalm of David. 

1 The Lord is ” my light and my salvation; whom shall JnMic. vu.s 
fear ? ® the Lord is the strength of my life ; of whom shall I 

be afraid ? 

2 When the wicked, even mine enemies and my foes, ^ 

upon me to eat up my flesh, they stumbled and fell. against me. 

3 ^ Though an host should encamp against me, my heart shall ^ ^ 

not fear : though war should rise against me, in this will I be 
confident. 
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PJERIOD SEVENTH. 


[part IV. 


A.C. 839. 


r Or, Uie de- 
light. 


I Heb. 0 / 
ehouting. 


t Or, My 
heart said 
unto thee, Let 
my face seek 
thy face, ^c. 


u Heb. will 
gather me. 

X Ps. XXV. 4. 
&lxxxvi. n. 
& cxix. 
y Heb. a way 
of plainness. 
z Heb. those 
which observe 
me. 


aPs. xxxi.24. 
Is XXV. 9. 
Hab. ii. 3. 


One /A^7^have I desired of the Lord, that will I seek after; 4 
that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my 
life, to behold the beauty of the Lord, and to enquire in his 
temple. 

For in the time of trouble he shall' hide me in his pavilion : 5 
in the secret of his tabernacle shall he hide me ; he shall set me 
upon a rock. 

And now shall mine head be lifted up above mine enemies 6 
round about me : therefore will I offer in his tabernacle sacri- 
fices ® of joy ; I will sing, yea, I will sing praises unto the 
Lord. 

Hear, O Lord, when I cry with my voice: have mercy also 7 
upon me, and answer me. 

* When thou saidst, Seek ye my face ; my heart said unto 8 
thee, Thy face. Lord, will I seek. 

Hide not thy face Jar from me ; put not thy servant away in 9 
anger : thou hast been my help ; leave me not, neither forsake 
me, O God of my salvation. 

When my father and my mother forsake me, then the Lord 10 
will take me up. 

Teach me thy way, O Lord, and lead me in ^ a plain path, 11 
because of ^ mine enemies. 

Deliver me not over unto the will of mine enemies : for false 12 
witnesses are risen up against me, and such as breathe out 
cruelty. 

I had fainted^ unless I had believed to see the goodness of the 13 
Lord in the land of the living. 

^Wait on the Lord: be of good courage, and he shall 14 
strengthen thine heart: wait, I say, on the Lord. 


PSARM XXXVI. 

1 The grievous estate of the wicked. 5 The excellency of God’s mercy. 10 David 
prayeth for favour to God’s children. 

^ To the chief Musician, A Psalm of David tlie servant of the Lord. 

The transgression of the wicked saith within my heart, that l 
there is no fear of God before his eyes. 
hneh.tofind For he flattereth himself in his own eves, ^ until his iniquity 2 
hate. be found to be hateful. 

The words of his mouth are iniquity and deceit : he hath left 3 
off to be wise, and to do good. 

c Or, vanity. jje deviseth ‘^mischief upon his bed ; he setteth himself in a 4 
way that is not good ; he abhorreth not evil. 

^ Thy mercy, O Loud, is in the heavens ; and thy faithful- 5 
ness reacheth unto the clouds. 
eHeb.i/ie Thy righteousness is like ^ the great mountains; thy iudg- 6 

mountains of ^ ^ i 

God. ments are a great deep : (J Lord, thou preservest man and 
beast. 

How excellent is thy lovingkindness, O God! therefore 7 


d Pa. Ivii. 10. 
& cvUi. 4. 


f Heb. pre- 
cious. 
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the children of men put their trust under the shadow of thy A.c. 539. 
wi^s. ^ 

8 They shall be « abundantly satisfied with the fatness of thy g^Heb. 
house ; and thou shalt make them drink of the river of thy 
pleasures. 

9 For with thee is the fountain of life : in thy light shall we 
see light. 

10 O ^ continue thy lovingkindness unto them that know thee ; ^^aufngtZ 
and thy righteousness to the upright in heart. 

11 Let not the foot of pride come against me, and let not the 
hand of the wicked remove me. 

12 There are the workers of iniquity fallen : they are cast 
down, and shall not be able to rise. 

PSALM LXXXIX. 

I The psalmist praiseth God for his covenant, 6 for his wonderful power, 1 5 for the care 
of his church, 19 for his favour to the kingdom of David. 38 Then complaining of 
contrary events, 46 he expostulateth, prayeih, aiid blesseth God. 

^ i Maschil of Ethan the Ezrahite. iOr, A Psalm 

1 I will sing of the mercies of the Lord for ever: with my 
mouth will I make known thy faithfulness ^ to all generations. 

2 For I have said, Mercy shall be built up for ever: thy faith- 

fulness shalt thou establish in the very heavens. generation . 

3 I have made a covenant with my chosen, I have ^ sworn unto sam^Vii. 

David my servant, * 

4 Thy seed will I establish for ever, and build up thy throne 
to all generations. Selah. 

5 And the heavens shall praise thy wonders, O I^ord : thy 
faithfulness also in the congregation of the saints. 

(3 For who in the heaven can be compared unto the Lord ? 
who among the sons of the mighty can be likened unto the 
Lord ? 

7 God is greatly to be feared in the assembly of the saints, 
and to be had in reverence of all them that are about him. 

8 O Lord God of hosts, who is a strong Lord like unto thee? 
or to thy faithfulness round about thee ^ 

9 Thou rulest the raging of the sea : when the waves thereof 
arise, thou stillest them. 

10 Thou hast broken Raliab in pieces, as one that is slain; rnoi, Egypt. 

thou hast scattered thine enemies " with thy strong arm. n Heb. with 

I I ® The heavens are thine, the earth also is thine : as for the 

world and the fulness thereof, thou hast founded them. plflxiv. l 

12 The north and the south thou hast created them : Tabor and 
Hermon shall rejoice in thy name. 

1 3 Thou hast p a mighty arm : strong is thy hand, and high is 

thy right hand. might. 

14 Justice and judgment are the ^habitation of thy throne : 
mercy and truth shall go before thy face. 
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r Or, our 
ihield is of the 
LORD, and 
our king is of 
the Roly One 
of Israel, Ps. 
xlvii. 9. 

8 1 Sam. xvi. 
12 . 


t Heb. pro- 
fane my sta- 
tutes. 


u Heb. I will 
not make void 
from him. 

V Heb.^o lie. 


X Heb. if I 
lie. 

y 2 Sam. vii. 
16. IiUkei.33. 
John xii. 34. 


Blessed i$ the people that know the joyful sound: they 1 5 
shall walk, O Lord, in the light of thy countenance. 

In thy name shall they rejoice all the day : and in thy 16 
righteousness shall they be exalted. 

For thou art the glory of their strength : and in thy favour 17 
our horn shall be exalted. 

For ^ the Lord is our defence ; and the Holy One of Israel is 
is our king. 

Then thou spakest in vision to thy holy one, and saidst, 1 19 
have laid help upon one that is mighty ; I have exalted one 
chosen out of the people. 

® I have found David my servant ; with my holy oil have I 20 
anointed him : 

Vi^ith whom my hand shall be established: mine arm also 21 
shall strengthen him. 

The enemy shall not exact upon him; nor the son of wicked- 22 
ness afflict him. 

And I will beat down his foes before his face, and plague 23 
them that hate him. 

But my faithfulness and my mercy shall he with him : and 24 
in my name shall his horn be exalted. 

I will set his hand also in the sea, and his right hand in the 25 
rivers. 

He shall cry unto me. Thou art my father, my God, and 26 
the rock of my salvation. 

Also I will make him my firstborn, higher than the kings of 27 
the earth. 

My mercy will I keep for him for evermore, and my 28 
covenant shall stand fast with him. 

His seed also will I make to endure for ever, and his throne 29 
as the days of heaven. 

If his children forsake my law, and walk not in my judg-30 
ments ; 

If they ^ break my statutes, and keep not my command - 31 
ments ; 

Then will I visit their transgression with the rod, and their 32 
iniquity with stripes. 

Nevertheless my lovingkindness ^ will I not utterly take 33 
from him, nor suflFer my faithfulness ^ to fail. 

My covenant will I not break, nor alter the thing that is 34 
gone out of my lips. 

Once have I sworn by my holiness * that I will not lie unto 35 
David. 

y His seed shall endure for ever, and his throne as the sun 36 
before me. 

It shall be established for ever as the moon, and as a faithful 37 
witness in heaven. Selah. 
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38 But thou hast cast off and abhorred, thou hast been wroth A.c. 639. 

with thine anointed. ' " ' 

39 Thou hast made void the covenant of thy servant : thou hast 
profaned his crown hy casting it to the ground. 

40 Thou hast broken down all his hedges ; thou hast brought 
his strong holds to ruin. 

41 All that pass by the way spoil him : he is a reproach to his 
neighbours. 

42 Thou hast set up the right hand of his adversaries ; thou 
hast made all his enemies to rejoice. 

43 Thou hast also turned the edge of his sword, and hast not 
made him to stand in the battle. 

44 Thou hast made his* glory to cease, and cast his throne 
down to the ground. 

45 The days of his youth hast thou shortened: thou hast covered 
him with shame. Selah. 

46 How long, Lord ? wilt thou hide thyself for ever ? shall 
thy wrath burn like fire ? 

47 Remember how short my time is: wherefore hast thou made 
all men in vain ? 

48 What man is he that liveth, and shall not see death? shall 
he deliver his soul from the hand of the grave ? Selah. 

49 Lord, where are thy former lovingkindnesses, ichich thou 

^ swarest unto David in thy truth ? \l 

60 Remember, Lord, the reproach of thy servants ; how I do 
bear in my bosom the reproach of all the mighty people ; 

51 Wherewith thine enemies have reproached, O Lord; where- 
with they have reproached the footsteps of thine anointed. 

52 Blessed be the Lord for evermore. Amen, and Amen. 


PSALM XCII. 

1 The prophet exhorteth to praise God, 4 for his great works, G for his judgments on the 

wicked, 10 and for his goodness to the godly. 

^ A Psalm or Song for the sabbath day. 

] It is a good thing to give thanks unto the Lord, and to sing 
praises unto thy name, O most high : 

2 To shew forth thy lovingkindness in the morning, and thy 

faithfulness ^ every night, nlghti' 

3 Upon an instrument of ten strings, and upon the psaltery ; 
upon the harp with ^ a solemn sound. 

4 For thou. Lord, hast made me glad through thy work : I sound with 

will triumph in the works of thy hands. fiie^kig- 

5 O Lord, how great are thy works ! and thy thoughts are p*- 
very deep. 

6 A brutish man knoweth not ; neither doth a fool understand 
this. 

7 When the wicked spring as the grass, and when all the 
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A>C. 539. workers of iniquity do flourish; it is that they shall be destroyed 
for ever : 

But thou. Lord, art most high for evermore. 8 

For, lo, thine enemies, O Lord, for, lo, thine enemies shall 9 
perish ; all the workers of iniquity shall be scattered. 

But my horn shalt thou exalt like the horn of an unicorn : I lo 
shall be anointed with fresh oil. 

Mine eye also shall see m.y desire on mine enemies, andw 
mine ears shall hear my desire of the wicked that rise up against 
me. 

eHos. xiv. 5. ® The righteous shall flourish like the palm tree: he shall 12 

grow like a cedar in Lebanon. 

Those that be planted in the house of the Lord shall flourish is 
in the courts of our God. 


They shall still bring forth fruit in old age ; they shall be 14 
^flourishing; 

To shew that the Lord is upright: he is my rook, and 15 
there is no unrighteousness in him. 


PSALM XCIII. 

The majesty y •power y and holiness of Chrises kingdom. 

The Lord reigneth, he is clothed with majesty; the Lord i 
is clothed with strength, whereicith he hath girded himself : the 
world also is stablished, that it cannot be moved, 
p Thy throne is established ^ of old : thou art from everlasting. 2 

The floods have lifted up, O Lord, the floods have lifted up 3 
their voice ; the floods lift up their waves. 

The Lord on high is mightier than the noise of many waters, 4 
yea^ than the mighty waves of the sea. 

Thy testimonies are very sure: holiness becometh thine 5 
bHeb. /o house, O LoRD, ^Tor ever. 

length of dayt. ^ ^ 

PSALM CXX1II^^ 

1 The godly profess their confidence in God, 3 and pray to be delivered from contempt. 

^ \ Song of Degrees. 

Unto thee lift I up mine eyes, O thou that dwellest in the i 
heavens. 

Behold, as the eyes of servants look unto the hand of their 2 
masters, and as the eyes of a maiden unto the hand of her mis- 
tress; so our eyes wait upon the Lord our God, until that he 
have mercy upon us. 

Have mercy upon us, O Lord, have mercy upon us : for we 3 
are exceedingly filled with contempt. 

Our soul is exceedingly filled with the scorning of those that 4 
are at ease, and with the contempt of the proud. 


** Psalm cxxiii. is reckoned likewise by Calmet, Horne, and Gray, among those which were 
composed during the captivity, or one of the principal distresses of the church. 
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§ 16, Belshazzar* 8 Feast, 

DANIEL V®®. 

1 Belshazzar the king made a great feast to a thousand of his A.c. 539. 

2 lords, and drank wine before the thousand. Belshazzar, whiles ' 

*3 The fifth chapter of Daniel is inserted here as in its proper historical place : but who the 
Belshazzar of Daniel was, and the time of his death, has given rise to much conjecture, and both 
are uncertain. This uncertainty arises from the diflficulty of ascertaining the succession of the 
kings of Babylon between the death of Nebuchadnezzar and the accession of Cyrus to the Baby- 
lonian empire, after the death of Darius. The extreme confusion which prevails among the his- 
torians of this period may be seen from the following table. 

SUCCESSION OF THE KINGS OF BABYLON, 


f»ACCORDING TO 


JOSEPHUS. 


CANON OF PTOLEMY. 


Nebuchadnezzar reigned 

43 years. 

Nabopoiassar or Nebuchadnezzar) 

23 ye.nrs. 

Evil Merodach 

18 

reigned / 

Niglissar 

46 

Ilvarodam or Evil Merodach 

3 

Laborosoarchod 

9 mths. 

Nericolassar, Neriglassar, or, BeU) 


Belshazzar or Naboandel 

17 years. 

shazzar / 

5 

Darius or Cyrus. 

I Nabonadius 

17 

But in his treatise against Apion, 

Josephus 

Cyrus. 


assigns two years only to Evil Merodach, and 



four to Neriglissar. 

1 



JOSEPH SCALIGER. 


DR. HALES. 


Nebuchadnezzar reigned 

44 years. 

Nebuchadnezzar reigned 

44 ye.’irs. 

Evil Merodach 

2 1 

Evil Merodach 

3 

Balthasar or Belshazzar 


Belshazzar 

5 

Nabonadius, or Darius the Mede. . . . 

17 1 

Darius the Mede 

2 

Vide Sir Walter Raleigh’s History of the | 

Cyrus 

22 

World, book iii. chap i. sect. 4. 




PRIDEAUX. 


; SIR WALTER RALEIGH. 


Nebuchadnezzar reigned 

45 years. 

j Nebuchadnezzar reigned 

, 44 years. 

Evil Merodach 

1 

1 Evil Merodach Reigned during part 

1 Niglissar > of Nebuchadnezzar’s 

Neriglassar 

3 

Laborosoarchod 

9 mths. 

1 Nilocus ) life. 


Nabonadius, Belshazzar 

17 years. 

! Evil Merodach reigned altogether.. , 

26 years. 

Darius, Cyrus 


! Balthasar or Belshazzar 

i Darius, Cyrus, 

17 

LIGHTFOOT. 


SCRIPTURE, 


Nebuchadnezzar reigned 

45 years. 

1 Which mentions three only, 


Evil Merodach 

23 

1 Nebuchadnezzar, 


Belshazzar 

3 

j Evil Merodach, 


Darius and Cyrus. 


i Belshazzar. 



The duration of these reigns is given variously 
by commentators. 


After examining the several hypotheses here inserted, I cannot but think that the system pro- 
posed by Lightfoot is the most consistent, and the most conformable with Scripture. 

Three facts seem to be implied in the book of Daniel ; first, that Belshazzar was of the family of 
Nebuchadnezzar ; for he is repeatedly called his son, and Nebuchadnezzar is said to be his father 
(see Dan. v. 18) ; and in 2 Chron. xxxvi. 20, it is said, that the captive Jews should continue the 
servants of Nebuchadnezzar and “ his sons, until the reign of the kingdom of Persia.” Again, 
Jeremiah (xxvii. 7*) prophesies that all the nations of the east shall serve this king, and *‘his son, 
and his son’s son, until the very time of his land come.” Secondly, Belshazzar reigned only three 
years. We find that Daniel saw the vision related in chapter viii. ver. 1,2. at the palace of Shushan, 
in the province of Elam. Now Shuaban, in the reign of Belshazzar, was not a city of Babylon, 
but of Persia ; neither was Elam a province of Babylon : Elam was another name for Persia, of 
which Shushan was the capital ; and this country had been engaged in perpetual wars with Baby- 
lon for the space of twenty years before its overthrow. We have no reason, therefore, for supposing 
that Daniel was ever absent from the city of Babylon, a place where he was held in much honour, 
VOL. II. T t 
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A C. 639. he tasted the wine, commanded to bring the golden and silver 
a Ox, grand- vcsscls which his ® father Nebuchadnezzar had ^ taken out of 

father: as Jer. xxvii. 7. 2 Sam. ix. 7. 2 Chr. xv. 16. ver. 11. 13. b Chald. brought forth. 

till he was removed either by Cyrus or Darius. Lightfoot therefore interprets the first and second 
verses of this chapter to signify, “ In the third year of Belshazzar, after the fall of that monarch, 
Daniel was taken by the king of Persia to his own capital, where he saw this vision.” The expres- 
sion in ver. 2, ” I rose up, and did the king’s business,” refers to the business which was entrusted 
to his care by Cyrus or Darius king of Persia, and not by Belshazzar the king of Babylon. Thirdly, 
that Belshazzar was the last of the Babylonish kings. Immediately after the death of Belshazzar, 
his kingdom was divided, and given to the Medes and Persians (Dan. v. 28. 30, 31.) Scripture 
assures us that Nebuchadnezzar should have “sons, and son’s sons,” to succeed him on the throne 
of Babylon ; and it confines itself to three generations, father, son, and grandson, to whom the 
Jews should continue captives for the .space of seventy years : now if we suppose that Belshazzar 
was not of the seed of Nebuchadnezzar, and that his kingdom was possessed by the Medes and 
Persians before the expiration of the appointed seventy years, these prophecies must have failed of 
their accomplishment. God likewise threatens to punish the king of Babylon and the land of the 
Chaldeans, by bringing “many nations and great kings” against them (Jer. xxv. 12. 14. and 1. 18) ; 
but this prophecy again could not have been fulfilled, if, at the end of the seventy years, the family 
o? Nebuchadnezzar was extinct, and no longer filled the throne of Babylon. The evils denounced 
against the kings of Babylon were caused, not only by their iniquities, but for cruelties inflicted 
on the Jews by the family of Nebuchadnezzar. Isaiah foretells (chap, xxi.) the capture of the 
city at a feast, the “night of pleasure turned into fear;” and in Isaiah xliv. God promises to dry 
up the rivers, and to break in pieces the gates of brass, before his anointed servant Cyrus, who was 
to build Jerusalem, and lay the foundations of the temple; Isaiah xlv. I, 2. It cannot be thought 
probable, then, that the Almighty would inflict on any other family the evils which Nebuchadnez- 
zar’s conduct had brought upon his own ; and consequently whoever was the reigning monarch 
when Cyrus gained admittance into the city, must have been a son, or a descendant of Nebu- 
chadnezzar. 

I have, therefore, according to Lightfoot, supposed that Evil Merodach, who succeeded his father 
Nebuchadnezzar, reigned twenty-three years ; and that at his death Belshazzar his son came to 
the throne, who was slain in the third year of his reign. Herodotus represents the last king of 
Babylon as being the son of the great queen Nitocris ; in which case she must have been the wife 
of Evil- Merodach ; for by this king only could she have been the mother of a son that was son’s 
son to Nebuchadnezzar. 

Profane writers give a variety of names to the last king that reigned yi Babylon : he is called 
by Berosus, Nabonnedus ; by Megasthenes, Nabonnedochus ; by Herodotus, Labynetus ; and by 
Josephus, Naboandelus, whom, he says, is the same as Belshazzar : but these authors arc on many 
occasions so contradictory and inconsistent, that when they at all interfere with Scripture, their 
evidence must lose its authority. They agree in the important fact, that Babylon was taken during 
a festival ; and both Herodotus and Xenophon relate the draining of the river by Cyrus ; by which 
stratagem he gained admission for his troops. 

The causes of the contradictory accounts related in the ancient writers may, in some degree, be 
ascertained from the hints they give us of the state of the kingdom of Babylon after the death of 
Nebuchadnezzar, or perhaps during his distraction. Evil-merodach, or foolish Merodach, his 
successor, was, as his name implies, a weak prince ; and, taking advantage of this circumstance, 
several of the princes mentioned by these different authorities may have opposed him, and suc- 
cessively exercised the regal power, while he only nominally retained it. And to these usurpers, 
in all probability, may be attributed the various accounts handed down to us of the Babylonish 
succession during this period. The injured nobleman, in the Cyropaedia, repeatedly praises the 
father of that king of Babylon whom Cyrus was proceeding against ; whom the latter calls the 
Assyrian. And from the description given by Isaiah (xiv. 29.) of the three kings of Babylon, 
when he describes Nebuchadnezzar as a serpent, Evil-merodach as a cockatrice, and Belshazzar as 
a fiery flying serpent, that is, worse than his cruel predecessors, it is not improbable that Belshazzar 
was the king who was guilty of the acts complained of by the friends of Cyrus, and likewise of 
.those cruelties recorded by Xenophon. 

Sir Walter Raleigh, in his history of the World, proposes an opinion, that the manuscript of 
Berosus must have been altered by the carelessness of a scribe ; and that it originally assigned 
twenty-three years to the reign of Evil-merodach. In the short account of the reign of Evil- 
merodach given in Scripture, we are only informed that he released Jehoiakin from prison, and 
“ that he eat bread continually before him all the days of his life ;” 2 Kings xxv. 29, 30. From 
this expression we can only infer that Jehoiakin lived many years after he was restored to liberty, 
and that during his life time Evil-merodach was still king. 

12 
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the temple which was in Jerusalem; that the king, and liis A.c. 5,39. 
princes, his wives, and his concubines, might drink therein. ^ ' 

3 Then they brought the golden vessels that were taken out of 
the temple of the house of God which was at Jerusalem ; and 
the king, and his princes, his wives, and his concubines, drank 

4 in them. They drank wine, and praised the gods of gold, and 
of silver, of brass, of iron, of wood, and of stone. 


5 In the same hour came forth fingers of a man’s hand, and 
wrote over against the candlestick upon the plaister of the wall 
of the king’s palace : and the king saw the part of the hand that 

6 wrote. Tiien the king’s countenance ^ was changed, and his c chaid. 
thoughts troubled him, so that the ® ^joints of his loins were 


7 loosed, and his knees smote one against another. The king 
cried ^ aloud to bring in the astrologers, the Chaldeans, and the f 
soothsayers. And the king spake, and said to the wise men of 
Babylon, Whosoever shall read this writing, and shew me the 
interpretation thereof, shall be clothed with ^scarlet, and have ^ or, purple. 


a chain of gold about his neck, and shall be the third ruler in 

8 the kingdom. Then came in all the king’s wise men : but they 
could not read the writing, nor make known to the king the 

9 interpretation thereof. Then was king Belshazzar greatly 
troubled, and his ^ countenance was changed in him, and his \ 

II i • 1 briohti^iCS^€s , 

lords were astonied. 


10 Now the queen by reason of the words of the king and his 
lords came into the banquet house : and the queen spake and 
said, O king, live for ever : let not thy thoughts trouble thee, 

1 1 nor let thy countenance be changed : ^ there is a man in thy k ch. ii. 48. 
kingdom, in whom is the spirit of the holy gods ; and in the 

days of thy ^ father light and understanding and wisdom, like i or, grand- 
the wisdom of the gods, was found in him ; whom the king ^ 

Nebuchadnezzar thy "^father, the king, I say^ thy father, 2 

master of the magicians, astrologers, Ch^deans, and sooth- n ch. iV. 9.‘ 

I2sayers; forasmuch as an excellent spirit, and knowledge, and 
understanding, ° interpreting of dreams, and shewing of hard 
sentences, and ^ dissolving of ^doubts, were found in the same por.o/idis- 
Daniel, whom the king named Belteshazzar : now let Daniel q Sd. 

13 be called, and he will shew the interpretation. Then was 
Daniel brought in before the king. And the king spake and 
said unto Daniel, Art thou that Daniel, which art of the chil- 
dren of the captivity of Judah, whom the king my father r or, ^and- 

14 brought out of Jewry ? 1 have even heard of thee, that the^'*^*^^ 

spirit of the gods is in thee, and that light and understanding 

15 and excellent wisdom is found in thee. And now the wise 


men^ the astrologers, have been brought in before me, that they 
should read this writing, and make known unto me the inter- 
pretation thereof: but they could not shew the interpretation of 
16 the thing ; and I have heard of thee, that thou canst ® make *” 

T t 2 
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A.C. 639 .^ interpretations, and dissolve doubts : now if thou canst read the 
' ' writing, and make known to me the interpretation thereof, 

thou shalt be clothed with scarlet, and have a chain of gold 
about thy neck, and shalt be the third ruler in the kingdom. 

Then Daniel answered and said before the king, Let thy 17 
«• gifts be to thyself, and give thy ^ rewards to another ; yet I will 

* ‘ ‘ read the writing unto Uie king, and make known to him the 

interpretation. O thou king, the most high God gave Nebu- is 
chadnezzar thy father a kingdom, and majesty, and glory, and 
honour : and for the majesty that he gave him, all people, 19 
nations, and languages, trembled and feared before him : whom 
he would he slew ; and whom he would he kept alive ; and 
whom he would he set up ; and whom he would he put down. 
pr^ldhj^^^ But when his heart was lifted up, and his mind hardened “in 20 
X chaid. pride, he was * deposed from his kingly throne, and they took 

nis glory from him: and he was y driven from the sons of men; 21 
y ch. iv. 32, z heart was made like the beasts, and his dwelling was 

with the wild asses : they fed him with grass like oxen, and his 
Mguai, ^c. body was wet with the dew of heaven ; till he knew that the 
most high God ruled in the kingdom of men, and that he ap- 
pointeth over it whomsoever he will. And thou his son, O 22 
Belshazzar, hast not humbled thine heart, though thou knewest 
all this ; but hast lifted up thyself against the Lord of heaven ; 23 
and they have brought the vessels of his house before thee, and 
thou, and thy lords, thy wives, and thy concubines, have 
drunk wine in them ; and thou hast praised the gods of silver, 
and gold, of brass, iron, wood, and stone, which see not, nor 
hear, nor know : and the God in whose hand thy breath zs, 
and whose are all thy ways, hast thou not glorified : then was 24 
the part of the hand sent from him ; and this writing was 
written. 

And this is the writing that was written, MENE, MENE, 25 
TEKEL, UPHARSIN. This is the interpretation of the 26 
thing : MENE ; God hath numbered thy kingdom, and 
finished it. TEKEL ; Thou art weighed in the balances, 27 
and art found wanting. PERES ; Thy kingdom is divided, 28 
and given to the Medes and Persians. Then commanded 29 
Belshazzar, and they clothed Daniel with scarlet, and put a 
chain of gold about his neck, and made a proclamation con- 
cerning him, that he should be the third ruler in the kingdom. 

In t£at night was Belshazzar the king of the Chaldeans slain. 30 

And Darius the Median took the kingdom, ^ about 31 

b Or, now. threescore and two years old. 
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$ 17. Danierg Vision of the Ram and He Croat. 

DANIEL Vlll 

I DanitVs visitm of the ram and he goat, 13 The two thousand three hundred days of 
sacrifice. 16 Gabriel comforteth Daniel^ and interpreteth the vision. 

1 In the third year of the reign of king Belshazzar a vision A.c. 639. 

appeared unto me, even unto me Daniel, after that which ' " ' 

2 appeared unto me at the first. And I saw in a vision ; and it 
came to pass, when I saw, that I was at Shushan in the pa- 
lace, which is in the province of Elam ; and I saw in a vision, 

3 and I was by the river of Ulai. Then I lifted up mine 
eyes, and saw, and, behold, there stood before the river a ram 
which had two horns : and the two horns were high ; but 
one was higher than ^ the other, and the higher came up last. 

4 1 saw the ram pushing westward, and northward, and southward ; ** 
so that no beasts might stand before him, neither was there any 
that could deliver out of his hand ; but he did according to his 

5 will, and became great. And as I was considering, behold, an 
he goat came from the west on the face of the whole earth, and 

^ touched not the ground : and the goat had ^ a notable horn him 

6 between his eyes. And he came to the ram that had two horns , »« the earth. 
which I had seen standing before the river, and ran unto him 

7 in the fury of his power. And I saw him come close unto the 
ram, and he was moved with choler against him, and smote the 
ram, and brake his two horns : and there was no power in the 
ram to stand before him, but he cast him down to the ground. 


From the fourth verse of the second chapter, to this chapter, Daniel has made use of the 
Chaldee language, because his prophecies and writings related to the Chaldeans. His remaining 
prophecies are written in Hebrew, because they treat of events subsequent to the times of that 
nation, and principally regard the Church and people of God. The second empire in the former 
vision (the Medo-Persian) is the first in this: and what was there compared to a bear, is here pre- 
figured by a ram. This ram having two horns, according to the explication of the angel Gabriel, 
ver. 20, was the empire of the Medes and Persians. The propriety of the emblem appears from 
hence, that the kings of Persia wore a ram’s head of gold and precious stones, instead of a diadem, 
and a ram was the armorial ensign of that empire. The he goat is the Macedonian empire. The 
first king of the Macedonians, 200 years before Daniel, called his capital city ^Egese, or iEgae, a 
goat being their ensign. “ The rough goat,” ver. 21, represents the Greeks or Macedonians under 
Alexander : vv. 6 and 7 describe the Grecians overthrowing the Persian empire. The final and 
principal engagement in which Alexander overcame the Persians was at the river Granicus, in 
Phrygia, “standing before the river,” ver. 6. The four “notable” horns that sprang up in the 
room of the first great horn are the same as the four heads of the leopard in the former vision, and 
denote the four kingdoms of Greece, Thrace, Syria, and Kgypt ; which were thus divided “ toward 
the four winds of heaven” by Cassander, Lysimachus, Seleucus, and Ptolemy, about fifteen years 
after the death of Alexander and the murder of his descendants. The “ litUe horn,” which is 
described as rising among the four horns of the Grecian empire, ver. 9, is supposed by the gene- 
rality of commentators to signify the Roman temporal power. It was this power that magnified 
itself against “ the prince of the host,” “ stood up against the Prince of Princes,” ver. 26, crucified 
the Messiah, the Lord of life, took away the “daily sacrifice,” destroyed the temple of the Jews, 
(ver. 11,) and made a desolation of the holy city. But as “ the stone,” in Nebuchadnezzar’s dream, 
was “ cut out of the mountain without hands,” that is, not by human, but supernatural means, so 
likewise shall this kingdom “ be broken without hands.” Compare chap. ii. 34, and chap. vii. 11 
and 2fi. All which passages seem to imply that the dominion of the Romans shall be finally 
destroyed with some extraordinary manifestation of the Divine power. — Bishop Newton. 
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A.c. 539. and stamped upon him : and there was none that could deliver 

' the ram out of his hand. Therefore the he goat waxed very 8 
great : and when he was strong, the great horn was broken ; 
dch. xi. 4. and for it came up ^ four notable ones toward the four winds of 

heaven. And out of one of them came forth a little horn, g 
which waxed exceeding great, toward the south, and toward the 
Erek^xxY' and toward the ® pleasant /and. And it waxed great, lo 
for/affaittsi evBu ^ to the host of heaven ; and it cast down some of the host 

and of the stars to the ground, and stamped upon them. Yea, ll 
magnified himself even » to the prince of the host, and ^ by 
iiiinJ him the daily sacrifice was taken away, and the place of his 
i ox,theho$t sanctuary was cast down. And ^an host was given him against 12 
for the tram-' the daily sacrifice by reason of transgression, and it cast down 
%Tin8Uhe truth to the ground ; and it practised, and prospered. 

Then I heard one saint speaking, and another saint said unto 13 
k Or, the ^ ^ that Certain saint which spake, How long shall he the vision 
^e^etZorf couceming the daily sacrifice^ and the transgression ^ of desola- 
tion, to give both the sanctuary and the host to be trodden 
iHeb. Pa/- under foot ? And he said unto me. Unto two thousand and 14 
mox, making three hundred ” days ; then shall the sanctuary be ® cleansed 
nnZhZeven- camc to pass, when I, even I Daniel, had seen the 15 

iny morning, vlsion, and soutflit for the meaning, then, behold, there stood be- 
fied. lore me as the appearance of a man. And 1 heard a mans voice 16 
pdi. ix,2i. between the o/ Ulai, which called, and said, ^ Gabriel, 

make this man to understand the vision. So he came near where 17 
I stood : and when he came, I was afraid, and fell upon my 
face : but he said unto me. Understand, O son of man : for at 
the time of the end shall he the vision. Now as he was speak- 18 
ing with me, I was in a deep sleep on my face toward the 
^mZ^nduZon S^ouiid : but lie touched me, and ^set me upright. And he said, 19 
my standing. Behold, I will make thee know what shall be in the last end of 
the indignation : for at the time appointed the end shall he. 
The ram which thou sawest having two horns are the kings of 20 
Media and Persia. And the rough goat is the king of Grecia : 2J 
and the great horn that is between his eyes is the first 
king. Now that being broken, whereas four stood up for it, 22 
four kingdoms shall stand up out of the nation, but not in his 
power. And in the latter time of their kingdom, when the 23 
llm\%ed^ transgressors ^ are come to the full, a king of fierce countenance, 
comp IS e . understanding dark sentences, shall stand up. And his 24 
power shall he mighty, but not by his own power : and he shall 
destroy wonderfully, and shall prosper, and practise, and shall 
Ifthhoiy^^'' destroy the mighty and the ® holy people. And through his 25 
ones, policy also he shall cause craft to prosper in his hand ; and he 
t Or, prospe- shall magnify in his heart, and by* peace shall destroy 
many : he shall also stand up against the Prince of princes ; 
u2Mac.ix.9. u broken without hand. And the vision of the 26 

evening and the morning which was told is true : wherefore shut 
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27 thou up the vision ; for it shall he for many days. And I Daniel A.c. 530.^ 
fainted, and was sick certain days ; afterward I rose up, and did ^ * 

the king’s business ; and I was astonished at the vision, but none 
understood it. 

§18. Prayer of Daniel for the Restoration of Jerusalem , and prophecy of 

the Seventy Weeks. 

DANIEL IX 

1 Danielf considering the time of the captivity, 3 maketh confession of sins, 16 and 
prayeth for the restoration of Jerusalem. 20 Gabriel informeth him of the seventy 
weeks, 

1 In the first year of Darius the son of Ahasuerus, of the seed 538. 
of the Medes, * which was made kin^ over the realm of the 

2 Chaldeans ; in the first year of his reign I Daniel understood 
by books the number of the years, whereof the word of the Lord 

came to ^Jeremiah the prophet, that he would accomplish bJer.xxv. 12 . 
seventy years in the desolations of Jerusalem. 

3 And I set my face unto the Lord God, to seek by prayer 

4 and supplications, with fasting, and sackcloth, and ashes : and I 


In this chapter Daniel, understanding from books (which are supposed to have been the pro- 
phecies of Jeremiah, chapters xxv. 13. xxix. 1), that the appointed captivity of seventy years was 
now drawing towards its conclusion, intercedes with God, by prayer and supplication, for his 
brethren. In verse 17 we clearly find a plurality in the Godhead signified : Daniel asks for bless- 
ings on the sanctuary and the people “ for the Lord’s sake." And in acceptance of his petitions, 
while he was yet praying, the angel Gabriel appears, and communicates to the prophet a most 
wonderful revelation ; assuring him at the same time of the restoration and rebuilding of Jerusa- 
lem. The captivity was to last seventy years : at its close, the future state of the Jews and the 
holy city, for the space of another seventy weeks, is revealed to Daniel, comprising the period 
“ from the going forth of the commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem, till Messiah be 
cut off." The commencement of the whole period df seventy weeks, or 490 years, being reckoned 
from the seventh year of Artaxerxes (Ezra vii. 11) ; when the wall of their city was built, and its 
inhabitants restored to its ancient law's, falls upon the 457th year before the Christian era. To 
457 years before the birth of Christ, add 26 years after the birth of Christ, which 26 is the number 
that 483 years, or 69 weeks, exceed 457 years, and we are brought to the beginning of John the 
Baptist’s preaching of the advent of the Messiah : adding seven years, or one week, to the former, 
we come to the 33d year of our Lord, which was the year of Jesus Christ’s death. In other words, 
compute 490 years, the whole seventy weeks, from the seventh of Artaxerxes ; by subtracting 457 
years (the space of time between that year and the beginning of the Christian era), from 490, there 
remains 33, the year of our Lord’s death. — Prideaux. 

In this most wonderful prediction the sufferings and atonement of Christ are, perhaps, more 
explicitly and clearly revealed than in any other prophecy of the Old Testament. Seventy weeks 
are “determined upon" for the continuance of the Mosaical worship: at the end of this time the 
prophet declares the “ Most Holy” will make reconciliation for iniquity, and bring in everlasting 
righteousness. The Messiah shall be “cut oflf, but not for himself" (1 Pet. iii. 18); that “He 
shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease “ by His one oblation of Himself" on the cross, 
the sacrifice and burnt offerings of the law were to be annulled ; and, finally, that the people of the 
prince that shall come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary. This prediction of the destruction 
of Jerusalem and the temple was literally fulfilled, with a long train of dreadful calamities, attended 
with awful indications of divine vengeance, when the Romans under Titus utterly destroyed this 
condemned city and its miserable inhabitants. 

Bishop Watson remarks, “to read these prophecies of Daniel with attention, intelligence, and 
an unbiassed mind, is sufficient to convert an unbeliever from Deism to Christianity." They were 
delivered several hundred years before the birth of Christ ; they extend through many ages ; and 
have ever been considered as the foundation of all modern history ; revealing the successive rise 
and fall of the four great monarchies of the world ; the establishment of Messiah’s kingdom 
upon earth ; his death and sufferings ; and passing from earth to heaven, they terminate ortly in 
eternity. 
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A.c. 638. prayed unto the Lord my God, and made my confession, and 
c Deut-vuTg. said — O ® Lord, the ffreat and dreadful God, keeping the cove- 
Neh. i. 5 . mercy to them that love him, and to them that keep 

d Bar. i. 17. his Commandments ; ^ we have sinned, and have committed 5 
iniquity, and have done wickedly, and have rebelled, even by 
departing from thy precepts, and from thy judgments : neither 6 
have we hearkened unto thy servants the prophets, which spake 
in thy name to our kings, our princes, and our fathers, and to 
people of the land. O Lord, righteousness ® belongeth unto 
thee, but unto us confusion of faces, as at this day ; to the men 7 
of Judah, and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and unto all 
Israel, that are near, and that are far off, through all the coun- 
tries whither thou hast driven them, because of their trespass 
that they have trespassed against thee. O Lord, to us helongeth 8 
f B»r. i. 15. f confusion of face, to our kings, to our princes, and to our fathers, 

because we have sinned against thee. To the Lord our God 9 
belong mercies and forgivenesses, though we have rebelled against 
him ; neither have we obeyed the voice of the Lord our God, lo 
to walk in his laws, which he set before us by his servants the 
prophets. Yea, all Israel have transgressed thy law, even by ii 
departing, that they might not obey thy voice ; therefore the 
g Lev. xxvi. curse is poured upon us, and the oath that is written in the ^ law 
xxv1u.i5!&c. of Moses the servant of God, because we have sinned against 
&c*&xxx^l 7 confirmed his words, which he spake against 12 

i 8 .’&xxxi. ’ us, and against our judges that judged us, by bringing upon us 
xxx?l’i 9 ,&c. a great evil : for under the whole heaven hath not been done as 
h Lev. xxvi. hath been done upon Jerusalem. ^ As it is written in the law i 3 
ixvm.’ of Moses, all this evil is come upon us : yet ^ made we not our 
prayer before the Lord our God, that we might turn from our 
noutjZe 'oiquities, and understand thy truth. Therefore hath the Lord 14 
vfthe,ic. watched upon the evil, and brought it upon us: for the Lord 
* our God is righteous in all his works which he doeth : for we 

obeyed not his voice. And now, O Lord our God, that hast is 
brought thy people forth out of the land of Egypt with a mighty 
\he(^auamf. hand, aiid liRst ^ gotten thee renown, as at this day; we have 
sinned, we have done wickedly. 

O Lord, according to all thy righteousness, I beseech thee, i 6 
let thine anger and thy fury be turned away from thy city Jeru- 
salem, thy holy mountain : because for our sins, and for the ini- 
quities of our fathers, Jerusalem and thy people are become a 
reproach to all that are about us. Now therefore, O our God, 17 
hear the prayer of thy servant, and his supplications, and cause 
thy face to shine upon thy sanctuary that is desolate, for the 
Lord’s sake. O my God, incline thine ear, and hear ; open is 
1 Heb. where- thine cyes, and behold our desolations, and the city * which is 
called by thy name : for we do not ^ present our supplications 
before thee for our righteousnesses, but for thy great mercies. 

O Lord, hear; O Lord, forgive; O Lord, hearken and do; 19 
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defer not, for thine own sake, O my God : for thy city and thy A.c. 6S8. 
people are called by thy name. ' ^ 

20 And whiles I was speaking, and praying, and confessing my 
sin and the sin of my people Israel, and presenting my suppli- 
cation before the Lord my God for the holy mountain of my 

21 God ; yea, whiles I was speaking in prayer, even the man 

“ Gabriel, whom I had seen in the vision at the beginning, being “ 
caused to fly ® swiftly, touched me about the time of the even- v>earinet$, or. 

22 ing oblation. And he informed me^ and talked with me, and p*Heb. to 
said, O Daniel, I am now come forth p to give thee skill and ^kufufo/un- 

23 understanding. At the beginning of thy supplications the 

commandment came forth, and I am come to shew thee: for r Heb! a man 
thou art ^ greatly beloved : therefore understand the matter, and sVhey begin 

24 consider the vision. ® Seventy weeks are determined upon thy 
people and upon thy holy city, ‘ to finish the transgression, and 
“ to make an end of sins, and to make reconciliation for iniquity, 
and to bring in everlasting righteousness, and to seal up the 

25 vision and prophecy, and to anoint the most Holy. Know 
therefore and understand, that from the going forth of the com- y or, to huud 
mandment ^ to restore and to build Jerusalem unto the Messiah “SflT* 
the Prince shall he seven weeks, and threescore and two weeks: 

the street shall be built again, and the ^ wall, even ^ in troublous 

26 times. And after threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be a Or, breach, 
out off, ® but not for himself : ^ and the people of the prince 

that shall come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary ; and 
the end thereof shall he with a flood, and unto the end of the vi. i5. 

27 war ® desolations are determined. And he shall confirm ^ the aJw «o- 

covenant with many for one week : and in the midst of the week 

he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, ^and for dOr, and [<Ae 
the overspreading of ^ abominations he shall make it desolate, ^aTw 
even until the consummation, and that determined shall be p/^^h “^7. 
poured upon the * desolate. 

* r prince t [Mes- 

JtaA’i,ver.25.] 

PSALM Cl I 

e Or, it shall 

\ The prophet in his prayer maketh a grievom complaint. \2 He taketh comfort in the 

eternity and mercy of God. 1 8 The mercies of God are to be recorded. 23 He sus- f or!*a*^*” 
taineth his weakness by the unchangeableness of God. g Or, and up- 

A Prayer ^ of the afflicted, when he is overwhelmed, and poureth out his complaint menUshaine 
before the Lord. the idols of the 

1 Hear my prayer, O Lord, and let my cry come unto thee. hMatt. xxiv. 

2 Hide not thy face from me in the day when I am in trouble; i4!Lukexxi! 
incline thine ear unto me : in the day when I call answer me ?or,«pon<A« 
speedily. 

3 For my days are consumed Hike smoke, and my bones are ior,(iw8om* 

burned as an hearth. J^***!”^*' 


This Psalm seems, by the thirteenth verse, to have been composed about the time that God 
promised a restoration to bis people from their captivity in Babylon ; namely, after a period of 
seventy years. It may be appropriately placed, therefore, in the same section with the prayer of 
Daniel on the same occasion. — Mudge. 
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A.C. 538. My heart is smitten, and withered like grass; so that I for- 4 
^ ^ get to eat my bread. 

By reason of the voice of my groaning my bones cleave to 5 
m Oi, flesh, my ^ skin. 

I am like a pelican of the wilderness : I am like an owl of 6 
the desert. 

I watch, and am as a sparrow alone upon the housetop. 7 

Mine enemies reproach me all the day ; and they that are 8 
mad against me are sworn against me. 

For I have eaten ashes like bread, and mingled my drink 9 
with weeping, 

Because of thine indignation and thy wrath : for thou hast 10 
lifted me up, and cast me down. 

11 Is. xi. 6. My days are like a shadow that declineth ; and “ I am 1 1 

Jam. i. 10. , . •' , /.| 

Withered like grass. 

But thou, O Lord, shalt endure for ever, and thy remem- 12 
brance unto all generations. 

Thou shalt arise, and have mercy upon Zion: for the time 13 
to favour her, yea, the set time, is come. 

For thy servants take pleasure in her stones, and favour the 14 
dust thereof. 

So the heathen shall fear the name of the Lord, and all the 15 
kings of the earth thy glory. 

When the Lord shall build up Zion, he shall appear in his 16 
glory. 

He will regard the prayer of the destitute, and not despise 17 
their prayer. 

This shall be written for the generation to come: and the 18 
people which shall be created shall praise the Lord. 

For he hath looked down from the height of his sanctuary; 19 
from heaven did the Lord behold the earth ; 
oHeb. To hear the efroaninij of the prisoner; to loose ° those that 20 

children of • ^ J ^ ® J ® ^ 

death. are appointed to death ; 

To declare the name of the Lord in Zion, and his praise in 21 
Jerusalem ; 

When the people are gathered together, and the kingdoms, 22 
to serve the Lord. 

p Heb. af- He P Weakened my strength in the way ; he shortened my 23 
days. 

I said, O my God, take me not away in the midst of my 24 
days : thy years are throughout all generations, 
q Heb i. 10. q Qf old hast thou laid the foundation of the earth : and the 25 
heavens are the work of thy hands. 

X nth. stand. They shall perish, but thou shalt ^endure: yea, all of them 26 
shall wax old like a garment; as a vesture shalt thou change 
them, and they shall be changed. 

But thou art the same, and thy years shall have no end. 


27 
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28 The children of thy servants shall continue, and their seed A.c. 638. 
shall be established before thee. ' ' 

§ 19. Daniel is cast into the Den of Lions, 

DANIEL VI 

1 Daniel is made chief of the presidents. 4 They conspiring against him obtain an 
idolatrous decree. 10 Daniel^ accused of the breach thereof is cast into the lions' 
den. 18 Daniel is saved. 24 His adversaries devoured^ 25 and God magnified by a 
decree. 

1 It pleased Darius to set over the kingdom an hundred and 

2 twenty princes, which should be over the whole kingdom ; and 
over these three presidents ; of whom Daniel was first : that 
the princes might give accounts unto them, and the king 

3 should have no damage. Then this Daniel was preferred 

above the presidents and princes, because an excellent spirit 
was in him ; and the king thought to set him over the whole 
realm. • 

4 Then the presidents and princes sought to find occasion 
against Daniel concerning the kingdom ; but they could find 
none occasion nor fault ; forasmuch as he was faithful, neither 

5 w'as there any error or fault found in him. Then said these 
men. We shall not find any occasion against this Daniel, except 

6 we find it against him concerning the law of his God. Then 
these presidents and princes ^assembled together to the king, 

7 and said thus unto him. King Darius, live for ever. All the ^ 

presidents of the kingdom, the governors, and the princes, the 


That the wonderful events recorded in the sixth chapter of Daniel took place about this time, 
and that the chapter itself ought therefore to be inserted in this part of the arrangement, appears 
certain, if we consider that Darius reigned only two years : and vv. 1, 2. seem to allude to the 
division of his empire immediately on his elevation. It is not improbable that Daniel, who in the 
first year of Darius (Dan. ix. 2, 3.) had calculated the date of the captivity and the promised deli- 
verance of his people, still continued to offer up his prayers to God for their speedy restoration. 
He perceived no prospect of their immediate return, and became more noticed among the satraps 
of the court of Persia by his unusual dedication of himself to the service of the God of his fathers. 
They attempted his ruin by the means here related. The miraculous preservation of Daniel, and 
the consequent influence he thereby obtained over the mind of Darius, was, in all probability, one 
of the additional causes which led to the decree of Cyrus on the death of Darius. 

The captivity of Judah glorified God even from its commencement, by accomplishing the pre- 
dictions of the prophets ; and during its continuance, God, in his mercy, employed various means 
to convince the Gentiles of his universal providence and his resistless power. He raised up Daniel 
by prophetic spirit ; he rescued the three illustrious friends of Daniel ; he punished the proud 
impiety of Nebuchadnezzar by a seven years’ insanity and degradation ; and at the moment when 
his majesty was insulted by the impious profanation of the vessels of his temple, a miraculous 
hand-writing on the wall condemned the idolatrous king, denounced his impending fate, and the 
downfall of his empire. And, last of all, these wonderful interpositions were crowned by the 
deliverance of Daniel from the lions’ den. These were not obscure or doubtful transactions, but 
attested by the authentic decrees of the most distinguished monarchs, and proclaimed through their 
wide extended dominions ; particularly in the instances of Nebuchadnezzar (Dan. iv. 1.37 ; id- 29); 
and of Darius (Dan. vi. 25.) And the great Cyrus was so fully persuaded, by these important 
events, of the truth of the Divine Providence, whose Spirit had so clearly pointed out even the 
particulars of his own successes, that he became the active assistant in the restoration of the Jews 
to their own country, and added another public testimony to the glory and power of the God of 
Israel. — Dr. Graves. 
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A.C. 687. counsellors, and the captains, have consulted together to estab- 
tbri iW- ' Hsh a royal statute, and to make a firm ^ decree, that whoso- 
ever shall ask a petition of any god or man for thirty days, 
save of thee, O king, he shall be cast into the den of lions. 
Now, O king, establish the decree, and sign the writing, that it 8 
& vii?8' changed, according to the ® law of the Medes and 

d chaid. Persians, which ^ altereth not. Wherefore king Darius signed 9 
paueih not. Writing and the decree. 

Now when Daniel knew that the writing was signed, he 10 
went into his house ; and his windows being open in liis cham- 
t\ Kiu.viii. ber ® toward Jerusalem, he kneeled upon his knees ^ three times 
fPi.lv. 17. a day, and prayed, and gave thanks before his God, as he did 

aforetime. Then these men assembled, and found Daniel 11 


praying and making supplication before his God. Then they 12 
came near, and spake before the king concerning the king’s 
decree ; Hast thou not signed a decree, that every man that 
shall ask a petition of any God or man within thirty days, save 
of thee, O king, shall be cast into the den of lions ? The king 
answered and said. The thing is true, according to the law of 
the Medes and Persians, which altereth not. Then answered 13 


they and said before the king. That Daniel, which is of the 
children of the captivity of Juclah, regardeth not thee, O king, 
nor the decree that thou hast signed, but maketh his petition 
three times a day. Then the king, when he heard these words, 14 
w^as sore displeased with himself, and set his heart on Daniel 


to deliver him: and he laboured till the going down of the sun 


to deliver him. Then these men assembled unto the king, and 15 
said unto the king, Know, O king, that the law of the Medes 
and Persians w. That no decree or statute which the king 
establisheth may be changed. Then the king commanded, 16 
and they brought Daniel, and cast him into the den of lions. 
Now the king spake and said unto Daniel, Thy God whom thou 
servest continually, he will deliver thee. And a stone was 17 
brought, and laid upon the mouth of the den ; and the king 
sealed it with his own signet, and with the signet of his lords ; 
that the purpose might not be changed concerning Daniel. 

Then the king went to his palace, and passed the night 18 
t Os, table, fasting: neither were « instruments of musick brought before 

him : and his sleep went from him. Then the king arose very 19 
early in the morning, and went in haste unto the den of lions. 
And when he came to the den, he cried with a lamentable voice 20 
unto Daniel: and the king spake and said to Daniel, O 
Daniel, servant of the living God, is thy God, whom thou 
servest continually, able to deliver thee from the lions ? Then 21 
said Daniel unto the king, O king, live for ever. My God 22 
hath sent his angel, and hath shut the lions’ mouths, that they 
have not hurt me : forasmuch as before him innocency was 
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found in me ; and also before thee, O king, have I done no A.c. 537 » 

23 hurt. Then was the king exceeding glad for him, and com- ' ' 

manded that they should take Daniel up out of the den. So 
Daniel was taken up out of the den, and no manner of hurt 

was found upon him, because he believed in his God. 

24 And the king commanded, and they brought those men 
which had accused Daniel, and they cast them into the den of 
lions, them, their children, and their wives ; and the lions had 
the mastery of them, and brake all their bones in pieces or ever 
they came at the bottom of the den. 

25 Then king Darius wrote unto all people, nations, and 
languages, that dwell in all the earth; Peace be multiplied 

26 unto you. I make a decree. That in every dominion of my 
kingdom men tremble and fear before the God of Daniel : for 
he is the living God, and stedfast for ever, and his kingdom 
that which shall not be ^destroyed, and his dominion shall 

27 even unto the end. He delivereth and rescueth, and he worketh vii. i4, 27 . 
signs and wonders in heaven and in earth, who hath delivered 

28 Daniel from the ^ power of the lions. So this Daniel pros- ^ 

pered in the reign of Darius, ^ and in the reign of Cyrus the ^ 21 * 

Persian. 

§ 20. Decree of Cyrus for the Restoration of the Jews. 

EZRA I. VER. 1 — 4®®. 636. 

1 Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the word xxxxi h, 2 s. 
of the Lord * by the mouth of Jeremiah might be fulfilled, the & xxixyio?' 


After the death of Darius the Median, Cyrus returned to Babylon, and took on him the whole 
government of the empire ; over which he reigned as sole monarch seven years. The seventy 
years’ captivity, prophesied by Jeremiah, had now just expired, computing it from the fourth of 
Jehoiakim ; and on the same month on which it began, Cyrus, in the first year of his reign, granted 
a public decree for the rebuilding of the Temple and the return of the Jews into their own land. — 
See Prideaux, vol. i. p. 183, and Ezra i. 1. 

There can be no doubt but that Daniel obtained from Cyrus this decree in favour of the Jews. 
The fame of Daniel had extended itself all over the East ; and his recent interpretation of the 
wonderful hand-writing on the wall must have materially increased his reputation. As soon, there- 
fore, as Cyrus had taken possession of Babylon, he sent for Daniel, and consulted with him as to 
the best measures for the settlement of the government ; and on this occasion he gave so much 
satisfaction, that Cyrus soon after made him his minister of state over all the provinces of the 
Babylonian empire. When Cyrus returned from his Syrian expedition to Babylon, he found that 
Daniel was held in the highest favour and esteem by his uncle Darius the Median ; and that his 
fame was very much increased by his miraculous preservation in the lions’ den. There is every 
reason, therefore, to suppose that the prophet availed himself of this moment of popularity, and 
used all his influence and authority to bring about the restoration of his people. Josephus informs 
us that Cyrus was acquainted with the prophecies of Isaiah ; and that he was so is evident from 
the decree itself : “ He hath charged me to build him an house at Jerusalem” (v. 2). It is only 
natural, therefore, to conclude that Daniel, who was so much interested in their accomplishment, 
and who had such constant access to the king, should lay before him those predictions (Isaiah xliv. 
28 and xlv. 1.) which called him by name, and foretold his high destiny, so many years before 
he was born. Seventy years were now nearly elapsed since the Jews were first carried out of 
Judea by Nebuchadnezzar, to people and strengthen Babylon; and now, at their close, under 
the Persian government, the weakening and dispeopling of that same city might be a strong 
reason for their being sent back again to their own country. No wise prince would ever desire 
that any part of his dominions should remain unpeopled: who, then, could be more proper 
again to plant the desolated country of Judea than its former inhabitants? But, whatever 
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A.c. 536. Lord stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, that he 
b Heb. caused ^ made a proclamation throughout all his kingdom, and put it 
o^ofc« to writing, saying, Thus saith Cyrus king of jPersia, The 2 

Lord God of heaven hath given me all the kingdoms of the 
& xiv^is! earth ; and he hath ® charged me to build him an house at 

Jerusalem, which is in Judmi. Who is there among you of all 3 
his people ? his God be with him, and let him go up to Jeru- 
salem, which is in Judah, and build the house of the Lord 
God of Israel, (he is the God,) which is in Jerusalem. And 4 
whosoever remaineth in any place where he sojourneth, let the 
place ^ help him with silver, and with gold, and 
with goods, and with beasts, beside the freewill olFering for the 
house of God that is in Jerusalem. 

PSALM cxxvi®\ 

1 The church, celebrating her incredible return out of captivity, 4 prayeth for, and pro- 
phesieth the good success thereof 

^ A Song of Degrees. 

l^ned^tLre- When the Lord® turned again the captivity of Zion, we i 
tuyiing of were like them that dream. 

.ton. Then was our mouth filled with laughter, and our tongue 2 

with singing : then said they among the heathen. The Lord 
fHeh. hath ^hath done great things for them. 

do&fthlm. The Lord hath done great things for us ; whereof we are 3 
glad. 

Turn again our captivity, O Lord, as the streams in the 4 
south. 

g Or, singing. They that SOW in tears shall reap in ^joy. 5 

h Or, seed He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing ^ precious seed, 6 

^ ^ ' shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves 
with him. 


PSALM LXXXV. 

1 The psalmist, out of the experience of former mercies, prayeth for the continuance 
thereof, 8 He promiseth to wait thereon, out of confidence of God's goodness. 

i Or, of. ^ To the chief Musician, a Psalm ifor the sons of Korah. 

\i Or, well Lord, thou hast been ^favourable unto thy land : thou hast i 
vieased. broi^ht back the captivity of Jacob. 

IPs. xxxii.i. ^Inou hast forgiven the iniquity of thy people, thou hast 2 
covered all their sin. Selah. 


secondary causes operated on the mind of Cyrus, God’s over-ruling power, which stirreth up the 
hearts of princes according to his will, brought it to pass, that in the first year of Cyrus’s monarchy 
over the east, he issued his royal decree for the rebuilding of the Temple and the return of the Jews 
into their own country ; thereby fulfilling the prophecy of Jeremiah, xxv. 11, “ and these nations 
shall serve the king of Babylon seventy years.” — Prideaux’s Connection, p. 186, &c. 

Psalm exxvi. There is little doubt that this Psalm was composed on the return of the Jews 
from their captivity in Babylon : the internal evidence almost demonstrates it. — Vide Bishop Horne; 
Travell ; Dr. Wells. 

That Psalm Ixxxv. was likewise written on the same occasion is evident from ver. 1. — Dimock; 
Poole’s Annotations. 
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3 Thou hast taken away all thy wrath : thou hast turned 536. 

thyself from the fierceness of thine anger. m or, thou 

4 Turn us, O God of our salvation, and cause thine anger 

toward us to cease. from waxing 

5 Wilt thou be angry with us for ever? wilt thou draw out 
thine anger to all generations ? 

6 Wilt thou not revive us again : that thy people may rejoice 
in thee ? 

7 Shew us thy mercy, O Lord, and grant us thy salvation. 

8 1 will hear what God the Lord will speak : for he will 
speak peace unto his people, and to his saints: but let them not 
turn again to folly. 

9 Surely his salvation is nigh them that fear him ; that glory 
may dwell in our land. 

10 Mercy and truth are met together; righteousness and peace 
have kissed each other. 

11 Truth shall spring out of the earth ; and righteousness shall 
look down from heaven. 

12 Yea, the Lord shall give that which is good; and our land 
shall yield her increase. 

13 Righteousness shall go before him; and shall set us in the 
way of his steps. 

2 CHRONICLES XXXVI. VER. 22, 23. 

22 Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the word of the Lord spoken 

by the mouth of Jeremiah might be accomplished, the Lord stirred up the spirit n Jer. xxv. 
of Cyrus king of Persia, that he made a proclamation throughout all his kingdom, 

23 and ptct it also in writing, saying. Thus saith Cyrus king of Persia, All the king- 
doms of the earth hath the Lord God of heaven given me ; and he hath charged 
me to build him an house in Jerusalem, which is in Judah. Who is there among 
you of all his people ? The Lord his God he with him, and let him go up. 
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PERIOD THE EIGHTH. 


PART I. 

From the Decree of Cyrus^ to the Dedication of the Second Temple^ 

§ 1. Return of the Jews from their Captivity. 

EZRA l\ VER. 5, TO THE END. 

5 Then rose up the chief of the fathers of Judah and Benjamin, A.C. 536.^ 
and the priests, and the Levites, with all them whose spirit 

^ The book of Ezra derives its name from its author, who was a descendant of Seraiah the high 
priest, slain by Nebuchadnezzar when he burnt the city and temple of Jerusalem. It is written in 
Chaldee from the eighth verse of the fourth chapter to the twenty-seventh verse of the seventh 
chapter : as this part of the work contains letters and public decrees given in that language, Ezra, 
as a faithful historian, records them in the very words which were originally used : more particu- 
larly, perhaps, as the Jews, from their long continuance in Babylon, were more accustomed to the 
Chaldee than even to the Hebrew tongue. It is probable, likewise, at this time the Chaldee 
paraphrases began to be used, for it appears, Nehem. viii. 2, 3. 8, that some could not understand 
the law : which may signify they had forgotten the Hebrew language during their captivity. It is 
evident that the author of the book of Ezra was personally present at the transactions mentioned in 
it, the narrative being in the first person. It also bears upon the face of it every character of 
natural simplicity, and contains more particulars of time, persons, and places, than could have been 
introduced by any other individual. That the last four chapters of this book w'ere written by Ezra 
himself there can be no doubt, as he particularly describes himself in the beginning of the seventh 
chapter, and likewise frequently introduces himself in the subsequent chapters. The Jews, indeed, 
ascribe the whole of this book to Ezra, and their opinion is adopted by most Christian commentators. 
But as the writer of the first six chapters appears, from chap. v. 4. to have been at Jerusalem in the 
reign of Darius Hystaspes, and it appears from the beginning of the seventh chapter that Ezra did 
not go thither until the reign of Artaxcrxes Longimanus, (a distance of sixty years) — some persons 
have ascribed the first six chapters to a more ancient author. This, however, does not necessarily 
follow : and we apprehend it will appear that these chapters were written by Ezra, as well as the 
four last; for possibly Ezra, after having accompanied Zerubbabel in the first return of the captivity, 
might have been again sent up to Babylon to counteract the representations of those who opposed, at 
the Persian court, the rebuilding of the city and the temple ; and the account of his departure, given 
in the seventh chapter, perhaps refers only to his going up with that commission, and power which 
he received from Artaxerxes. But whether Ezra were, or were not, at Jerusalem at the time when 
this answer was made to Tatnai, (chap. iv. 5.) “ We said unto them,” he may well be conceived, if 
not actually present at the time, either as copying a public record of the transaction, or as relating 
the speech of his countryman on that occasion. The same method of narration is observable 
throughout this book ; in the latter part of it (chap. vii. 12 — 26.) the royal decree is inserted entire, 
in the Chaldee dialect ; so, likewise, in the first part, we find the edict of Cyrus, the epistle of the 
Samaritans, and the reply, together with part of the fourth chapter, are also given in Chaldee. And 
it is not likely that a short historical compendium, like the book of Ezra, should be the work of 
more than one author : nor ought we to assign it to several authors, unless we had either express 
declaration or internal evidence that they were concerned ifi it ; all these evidences are wanting in 
the book of Ezra. 

This book is a continuation of the Jewish history, from the time at which the Chronicles con- 
clude : it begins with a repetition of the two verses which terminate the book of Chronicles. The 
first six chapters relate the return of the Jews under Zerubbabel, after their appointed period of 
captivity ; their re-establishment in Judea ; and the rebuilding and dedication of the temple in 
Jerusalem. The last four chapters give an account of the appointment of Ezra to the government 
of Judea by Artaxerxes Longimanus ; his return to his own country from Babylon ; the disobedi- 

u u 2 
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A.c. 636. God had raised, to go up to build the house of the Lord which 
a That i8, ^ IS in Jerusalem. And all they that were about them ® strength- 6 
helped them. j j^^uds with vessels of silver, with gold, with goods, 
and with beasts, and with precious things, beside all that was 
willingly offered. 

Also Cyrus the king brought forth the vessels of the house of 7 
Kin^xxiv. the LoRD, ^ wliich Ncbuchadnezzar had brought forth out of 
xxxvi. 1. Jerusalem, and had put them in the house of his gods ; even 8 
those did Cyrus king of Persia bring forth by tne hand of 
c See ch. V. Mithredatli the treasurer, and numbered them unto ® Shesh- 

bazzar, the prince of Judah. And this is the number of them : 9 
thirty chargers of gold, a thousand chargers of silver, nine and 
twenty knives, thirty basons of gold, silver basons of a second 10 
sort four hundred and ten, and other vessels a thousand. All 1 1 
the vessels of gold and of silver were five thousand and four 
hundred *. All these did Sheshbazzar bring up with them of 
^ captivity that were brought up from Babylon unto Jeru- 
<*«*« Salem. 

EZRA II. 

l The number that return^ of the people f 36 of the priests^ 40 of the Levites^ 43 of the 
Nethinims, 55 of Solomon^ s servants, 62 of the priests which could not show their 
pedigree. 64 The whole number of them, with their substance. 68 Their oblations. 

e Neh. vii.6, Now ® thcse are the children of the province that w^ent up out i 
of the captivity, of those which had been carried away, whom 
Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon had carried away unto 
Babylon, and came again unto Jerusalem and Judah, every one 
unto his city ; which came with Zerubbabel : Jeshua, Nehe- 2 

cnce of the Jews ; and the reformation he effected among them. The book of Ezra harmonizes 
most strictly with the prophecies of Haggai and Zechariah, which it materially elucidates, (compare 
Ezra V. with Hagg. i. 12. and Zech. iv. 4.) It evinces the paternal care of Jehovah over his chosen 
people, whose history it relates from the time of the edict issued by Cyrus, to the twentieth year of 
Artaxerxes Longimanus, a period of about seventy-nine years. Ezra is reported by some traditionary 
accounts to have died in the 120th year of his age, and to have been buried at Jerusalem; though 
others say that he died in Persia, and was buried on the banks of the river Samura, where his 
tomb is shewn. — Gray and Horne in loc. 

* The several events related in this eighth period, are chiefly arranged in the order assigned to 
them by Prideaux, and sanctioned by the high authorities of Bishop Tomline, Dr. Hales, Dr. Adam 
Clarke, &c. &c. 

Every circumstance which took place at this interesting moment, when the captives were about 
to return to their own land, seems intended to prove to the Jews the peculiar Providence which had 
watched over their nation. The conquests of Cyrus had brought about an universal peace; so that no 
interruption was apprehended by the exiles on their return to Judea. The decree itself, of Cyrus, 
was obtained in consequence of the high reputation of Daniel, and the perusal of the prophecies of 
Isaiah, in which he was mentioned by name. The reputation of Daniel had been raised to its 
present eminence by a series of astonishing events ; which impressed the Heathen nation with awe, 
and seemed to eradicate from the breasts of the .Jews the least remaining tendency to idolatry. And 
now on the publication of the decree of Cyrus, another prediction of their prophet Jeremiah was 
fulfilled, Jer. xxvii. 21, 22; “the vessels that remain in the house of the Lord shall be carried to 
Babylon, and there shall they be till the day that I visit them, saith the Lord ; then will I bring 
them up, and restore them to this place.” The Jews, in this instance, must have been clearly con- 
vinced that nothing but Divine inspiration could have foreseen an event so improbable, as the 
preservation of the golden vessels of the temple from the rapacity and impious sacrilege of the 
various idolatrous monarchs into whose hands they must have successively fallen ; and at Ifist, after 
the expiration of seventy years, be voluntarily restored to their rightful possessors. 
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miah, ^ Seraiah, » Reelaiah, Mprdecai, Bilshan, ^ Mizpar, Big- A.c. 536. 
vai, * Rehum, Baanah. The number of the men of the people 
3 of Israel: the children of Parosh, two thousand an hundred gor 

4 seventy and two. The children of Shephatiah, three hundred 

5 seventy and two. The children of Arab, seven hundred seventy retil' 

6 and five. The children of ^ Pahath-moab, of the children of Jeshua L N^e^v^a.n. 

7 and Joab, two thousand eight hundred and twelve. The children 

8 of Elam, a thousand two hundred fifty and four. The children of 

9 Zattu, nine hundred forty and five. The children of Zaccai, 

10 seven hundred and threescore. The children of ^ Bani, six 

11 hundred forty and two. The children of Bebai, six hundred 

12 twenty and three. The children of Azgad, a thousand two 

13 hundred twenty and two. The children of Adonikam, six hun- 

14 dred sixty and six. The children of Bigvai, two thousand fifty 

15 and six. The children of Adin, four hundred fifty and four. 

16, 17 The children of Ater of Hezekiah, ninety and eight. The 

18 children of Bezai, three hundred twenty and three. The chil- 

19 dren of ^ Jorah, an hundred and twelve. The children of Has- 

20 hum, two hundred twenty and three. The children of ^ Gibbar, 

21 ninety and five. The children of Beth-lehem, an hundred Neh’vil 25 !’ 
22, 23 twenty and three. The men of Netophah, fifty and six. The 

24 men of Anathoth, an hundred twenty and eight. The children 

25 of® Azmaveth, forty and two. The children of Kirjath-arim, 

26 Chephirah, and Beeroth, seven hundred and forty and three. The Neh. vh. 28 . 
children of Ramah and Gaba, six hundred twenty and one. 

27} 28 The men of Michmas, an hundred twenty and two. The 

29 men of Beth-el and Ai, two hundred twenty and three. The 

30 children of Nebo, fifty and two. The children of Magbish, an 

31 hundred fifty and six. The children of the other p Elam, a p ^ 

32 thousand two hundred fifty and four. The children of Harim, 

33 three hundred and twenty. The children of Lod, ^ Hadid, and 

34 Ono, seven hundred twenty and five. The children of Jericho, some copies. 

35 three hundred forty and five. The children of Senaah, three 
tlioiisand and six hundred and thirty. 

36 The priests : the children of ^ Jedaiah, of the house of Jeshua, 

37 nine hundred seventy and three. The children of ®Immer, a » 1 chr.^ 

38 thousand fifty and two. The children of ^ Pashur, a thousand 1 1 ciir. ix. 

39 two hundred forty and seven. The children of Harim, a ^ i chr. 
thousand and seventeen. 


40 The Levites: the children of Jeshua and Kadmiel, of the chil- 
dren of ^ Hodaviah, seventy and four. 

41 The singers : the children of Asaph, an hundred twenty and 
eight. 

42 The children of the porters : the children of Shallum, the 
children of Ater, the children of Talmon, the children of 
Akkub, the children of Hatita, the children of Shobai, iwall an 


X Or, Judah, 
ch. lii. 9. 
called also 
Hodevah, 
Neh. vii. 43. 


hundred thirty and nine. 

43 The Nethinirns : the children of Ziha, the children of Hasu 
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A.c. 636. pha, the children of Tabbaoth, tj^e children of Keros, the chil- 44 
y Or, sia, drcH of ^ Siaha, the children of Padon, the children of Lebanali, 45 
the children of Harabah, the children of Akkub, the children 46 
L?!* Ha^b, the chiwren of ® Shalmai, the children of Hanan, 

the children of Giddel, the children of Gahar, the children of 4/ 
Reaiah, the children of Rezin, the children of Nekoda, the 48 
children of Gazzam, the children of Uzza, the children of 49 
Paseah, the children of Besai, the children of Asnah, the chil- 50 
dren of Mehunim, the children of ^Nephusim, the children of 51 
* Bakbuk, the children of Hakupha, the cnildren of Harhur, the 52 

Neh v 5*54^' children of ^ Bazluth, the children of Mehida, the children of 
Harsha, the children of Barkos, the children of Sisera, the chil- 53 
dren of Thamah, the children of Neziah, the children of 54 
Hatipha. 

The children of Solomon’s servants : the children of Sotai, 55 
N^’ vii *57 ’ children of Sophereth, the children of Peruda, the children 56 
of Jaalah, the children of Darkon, the children of Giddel, the 57 
children of Shephatiah, the children of Hattil, the children of 
P<>chereth of Zebaim, the children of ^ Ami. All the ® Nethi- 58 
e Josh. ix. 2 i. nims, and the children of ^Solomon’s servants, were three hun- 
27. ichr.ix. ninety and two. And these were they which went up 59 
fi Kin.ix. fpQjjj Tel-melah, Tel-harsa, Cherub, ^ Addan, and Immer : but 
N^h’vii'^ei' could not shew their father’s house, and their '^seed, 

' whether they were of Israel: the children of Delaiah, the chil- 60 
dren of Tobiali, the children of Nekoda, six hundred fifty and 
two. 

And of the children of the priests : the children of Habaiali, 6l 
the children of Koz, the children of Barzillai; which took a 
^2 Sam. xvii. wife of the daughters of ^ Barzillai the Gileadite, and was called 

after their name : these sought their register among those that 62 
were reckoned by genealogy, but they were not found : tliere- 
k Heb. they fore ^ were they, as polluted, put from the priesthood. And the 63 
^ Tirshatha said unto them, that they should not eat of the most 
Torl^gller- things, till there stood up a priest with ^ Urim and with 

Neh' vifi 9 Thummim. 

m Ex. xxviii. The whole congregation together was forty and two thousand 64 
three hundred and tnreescore beside their servants and their 65 


^ Some degree of surprise may perhaps be excited, that not more of the Jews returned to their 
own land. The circumstance, however, may be easily accounted for, when we consider the motives 
which are generally most powerful in their influence over the human mind. The Jews who were 
taken captive to Babylon, had been commanded by their prophet Jeremiah to seek the peace of 
the land where they were about to sojourn ; to build houses, and to plant vineyards. They were 
received at an early period of their captivity into the peculiar favour of the kings of Babylon, in 
consequence of the miraculous interposition of a supreme Providence in favour of Daniel ; it is not 
therefore to be wondered at, that so many of the Jews preferred the luxury and ease of Babylon, 
to the labours, the difficulties, and hardships, to which they would be exposed, by returning to their 
now desolate country. The higher ranks preferred the splendour and luxuries of the court of 
Persia : the lower classes, the quiet enjoyment of their homes, &c. Few were found with sufficient 
attachment for their religious principles, or zeal for the restoration of their ecclesiastical and civil 
polity, and their reunion as an independent nation, as to induce them to exchange the attractions of 
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maids, of whom there were seven thousand three hundred thirty -ti.c. 53e. 
and seven : and there were among them two hundred singing ^ ' 

66 men and singing women* Their horses were seven hundred 

67 thirty and six ; their mules, two hundred forty and five ; their 
camels, four hundred thirty and five ; their asses, six thousand 
seven hundred and twenty. 

68 And some of the chief of the fathers, when they came to the 
house of the Lord which is at Jerusalem, offered freely for the 

69 house of God to set it up in his place : they gave after their 
ability unto the “ treasure of the work threescore and one 
thousand drams of gold, and five thousand pound of silver, and 

70 one hundred priests’ garments. So the priests, and the 
Levites, and some of the people, and the singers, and the 
porters, and the Nethinims, dwelt in their cities, and all Israel 
in their cities. 


EZRA III. VER. 1 — 7 * 

1 And when the seventh month was come, and the children 


Babylon, for the dangers and trials incident, even under the most favourable circumstances, to their 
re-establishment in Judea. 

Among the comparatively few who took advantage of the decree of Cyrus, must be enumerated 
not only the tribes of Judah and Benjamin, but several likewise of the other tribes, who were 
carried away by Tiglath Pileser, Salmanezer, and Esarhaddon ; who still retained the true worship 
of God in a strange land, and did not go into the idolatrous usages a..d impieties of the heathens 
among whom they were dispersed, but joined themselves to the Jews, when, by a like captivity, 
they were brought into the same parts ; and some, after all the Assyrian captivities, were still left in 
the land. For we find some of them still th^re in the time of Josiah (2 Chron. xxxiv. 9. and xxxv. 
18.), and they suffered the Babylonish captivity, as well as the Jews, till at length they were w holly 
carried away in the last of them by Nebuzaradan, in the twenty-third year of Nebuchadnezzar, 
(Jer. lii. 30.) And many of them had long before left their tribes for their religion (2 Chron. 
xi, 16. XV. 9. and xxxi. 6.) and, incorporating themselves with their brethren of Judah and Ben- 
jamin, dwelt in their cities, and there fell into the same calamity with them in their captivity under 
the Babylonians. And of all these a great number availed themselves of this decree to return and 
dwell in their own cities ; for both Cyrus’ decree, as well as that of Artaxerxes, extended to all the 
house of Israel. The decree of Artaxerxes (Ezra vii. 13.) is, by name, to all the people of 
Israel, and that of Cyrus (Ezra i. 3.) is to all the people of the God of Israel, that is, as appears by 
the text, to all those that worshipped God at Jerusalem ; which must be understood of the people of 
Israel, as well as of Judah ; for that temple was built for both, and both had an equal right to wor- 
ship God there. And therefore Ezra, when he returned, in the reign of Artaxerxes Longimanus, 
sent a copy of the king’s decree, whereby that favour was granted him through all Media, where 
the ten tribes were in captivity, as well as through all Chaldea and Assyria, where the Jews were in 
captivity ; which plainly implies, that both of them were included in that decree, and that being a 
renewal of the decree of Cyrus, both must be understood of the same extent. And we are told 
in scripture, that, after the captivity (1 Chron. ix. 3.), some of the children of Ephraim and 
Manasseh dwelt in Jerusalem, as well as those of Judah and Benjamin. And it appears from 
several places in the New Testament (Luke ii. 36. James i. 1. Acts xxvi. 7 *)» some of all the 
tribes were still in being among the Jews, even to the time of their last dispersion on the destruction 
of Jerusalem by the Romans, though then all were comprehended under the name of Jews, which, 
after the Babylonish captivity, became the general name of the whole nation, as that of Israelites 
was before. And this being premised, it solves the difficulty which ariseth from the difference that 
is between the general number, and the particulars of those that returned upon Cyrus’ decree. For 
the general number, both in Ezra and Nehemiah, is said to be 42,360; but the particulars, as 
reckoned up in their several families in Ezra, amount only to 29,818, and in Nehemiah to 31,031. 
The meaning of which is, they arc only the tribes of Judah, Benjamin, and Levi, that are reckoned 
by their families in both these places ; the rest being of the other tribes of Israel, are numbered only 
in the gross sum ; and this is that which makes the gross sum so much exceed the particulars in both 
the computations. — Prideaux’s Connection, vol. i. anno 556. 

12 
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A.C. 636. of Israel were in the cities, the people gathered themselves 
together as one man to Jerusalem. Then stood up ® Jeshua 2 
L the son of Jozadak, and his brethren the priests, and p Zerub- 
rob^f Matt ^ Shealtiel, and his brethren, and builded the 

Luke iii. altar of the God of Israel, to offer burnt offerings thereon, 
q^M 8 tt.i.i 2 . ^ 25 ^written in the law of Moses the man of God. And 3 

27^cauld5a- basos * ; for fear was upon them 

/aibM. because of the people of those countries: and they offered 
I burnt offerings thereon unto the Lord, even ® burnt offer- 

xxviii. 3,4. j^g morning and evening. They kept also the feast of 4 
t Ex.xxiii. tabernacles, ‘as it is written, and ^offered the daily burnt offer- 
u Num.xxix. ings by number, according to the custom, ^ as the duty of every 
x^ktb. the required ; and afterward offered the continual burnt offer- 5 
*dayinhu^^ ittg, both of the new moons, and of all the set feasts of the 
day. Lord that were consecrated, and of every one that willingly 

offered a freewill offering unto the Lord. From the first day 6 
of the seventh month began they to offer burnt offerings unto 
y the Lord. But ^ the foundation of the temple of the Lord 

LORDwas^ was not yet laid. They gave money also unto the masons, and 7 
notyetfound- z carpcnters ; and meat, and drink, and oil, unto them 

Sim’ Z idon “, and to them of Tyre, to bring cedar trees from 
a Acts ix. 36. Lebanon to the sea of ^ Joppa, according to the grant that they 
had of Cyrus king of Persia. 

PSALM evil 

1 The psalmist exharteth the redeemedy in praising Gody to observe his manifold provi- 
dencey 4 over travellers y 10 over captives, 17 over sick meuy 23 over seameUy 33 and 
in divers varieties of life. 

&^xv^u.'i.‘ ^ ^ thanks unto the Lord, for he is good : for his mercy i 

ifccxxxvi.i. endureth for ever. 


* The undoubted piety of the Jews who returned to their own country, was shewn in their 
anxiety to restore the altar of God for burnt offering. This altar stood in the middle of the inner 
court of the temple of Solomon, exactly before the porch leading into the holy place ; and on this 
were made the daily offerings of the morning and evening service, and all other offerings, ordinary 
and extraordinary, which were offered up to God by fire. It had been beaten down and destroyed 
by the Babylonians at the burning of the temple ; and now the first exertions of the Jews were 
directed to the rebuilding of it in the same place in which it had originally stood, and there they 
daily offered sacrifices, before any other part of the temple was raised. — Prideaux’s Connection, 
vol. i. p. 1,97. 

® We may observe here, that the Tyrians were the wealthy, commercial, maritime nation, which 
contributed more than any other people to the building of the first temple by Solomon. They were 
principally concerned also in assisting the rebuilding of the second temple under Ezra, (chap. iii. 7*) 
Is it fanciful to suppose that this nation was but a type of that more powerful, wealthy, commercial, 
and maritime nation, which in the latter days shall contribute to the rebuilding of the spiritual, and 
perhaps actual temple, at the final restoration of the Jews, before the second advent of the common 
Head of the Church ? Many coincidences of this nature have suggested themselves in proceeding 
through this Arrangement ; but they have been carefully withheld, from the apprehension that I 
might be indulging in a spirit of speculation, instead of that sobriety of judgment which should 
characterise every attempt to elucidate the Holy Scriptures. 

® Psalm evii. is enumerated by Calmet, Horne, and Gray, among those which were probably 
written, as well after other deliverances, as upon the release from the Babylonish captivity, and at 
the building and dedication of the second temple. It is inserted here on the united authority of 
these laborious and distinguished writers, as well os on its internal evidence, arising from its 
applicability to the circumstances of the Jewish church at this period. On the same authorities. 
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2 Let the redeemed of the Lord say 50, whom he hath A.c. 636 . 

redeemed from the hand of the enemy ; ' ' 

3 And gathered them out of the lands, from the east, and from 
the west, from the north, and °from the south. 

4 They wandered in the wilderness in a solitary way ; they 
found no city to dwell in. 

5 Hungry and thirsty, their soul fainted in them. 

6 Then they cried unto the Lord in their trouble, and he 
delivered them out of their distresses. 

7 And he led them forth by the right way, that they might 
go to a city of habitation. 

8 Oh that men would praise the Lord for his goodness, and 
for his wonderful works to the children of men ! 

9 For he satisfieth the longing soul, and filleth the hungry 
soul with goodness. 

10 Such as sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, being 
bound in affliction and iron ; 

11 Because they rebelled against the words of God, and con- 
temned the counsel of the most High : 

12 Therefore he brought down their heart with labour; they 
fell down, and there was none to help. 

13 Then they cried unto the Lord in their trouble, and he 
saved them out of their distresses. 

\4 He brought them out of darkness and the shadow of death, 
and brake their bands in sunder. 

15 Oh that men would praise the Lord for his goodness, and 
for his wonderful works to the children of men ! 

16 For he hath broken the gates of brass, and cut the bars of 
iron in sunder. 

17 Fools because of their transgression, and because of their 
iniquities, are afflicted : 

18 Their soul abhorreth all manner of meat; and they draw 
near unto the gates of death. 

19 Then they cry unto the Lord in their trouble, and he 
saveth them out of their distresses. 

20 He sent his word, and healed them, and delivered them from 
their destructions. 

21 Oh that men would praise the Lord for his goodness, and 
for his wonderful works to the children of men ! 

22 And let them sacrifice the sacrifices of thanksgiving, and 
declare his works with ^ rejoicing. 

23 They that go down to the sea in ships, tliat do business in 
great waters ; 

24 These see the works of the Lord, and his wonders in the 
deep. 


and for the same additional reason, 1 have inserted here the Ixxxviith, cxith, cxiith, cxiiith, cxivth, 
cxvith, cxviith, cxxviith, cxxviiith, and cxxxivth. The cxxvth is referred by Dr. Gray to the dis- 
tresses of the church, by Horne to tlie return from the captivity. 
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io atand. 


f Heb. all 
their wiadom 
U swallowed 
up. 


A.C. 536. For he commandeth, and ^raiseth the stormy wind, which 25 
eHeb.maAetA lifteth up the waves thereof. 

" They mount up to the heaven, they go down again to the 26 

depths : their soul is melted because of trouble. 

They reel to and fro, and stagger like a drunken man, and 27 
^are at their wit's end. 

Then they cry unto the Lord in their trouble, and he 28 
bringeth them out of their distresses. 

He maketh the storm a calm, so that the waves thereof 29 
are still. 

Then are they glad because they be quiet; so he bringeth 30 
them unto their desired haven. 

Oh that men would praise the Lord for his goodness, and 3l 
for his wonderful works to the children of men ! 

Let them exalt him also in the congregation of the people, 32 
and praise him in the assembly of the elders. 

He turneth rivers into a wilderness, and the watersprings into 33 
dry ground ; 

A fruitful land into « barrenness, for the wickedness of them 34 
that dwell therein. 

He turneth the wilderness into a standing water, and dry 35 
ground into watersprings. 

And there he maketh the hungry to dwell, that they may 36 
prepare a city for habitation ; 

And sow the fields, and plant vineyards, which may yield 3/ 
fruits of increase. 

He blesseth them also, so that they are multiplied greatly ; 38 
and suffereth not their cattle to decrease. 

Again, they are minished and brought low through oppres- 39 
sion, afiliction, and sorrow. 

^ He poureth contempt upon princes, and causeth them to 40 
wander in the ‘ wilderness, where there is no way. 

Yet setteth he the poor on high ^from affliction, and maketh 41 
lox^aftell him families like a flock. 

m job. xxii. mTlie righteous shall see iV, and rejoice : and all " iniquity 42 
n jobv.16. shall stop her mouth. 

Whoso is wise, and will observe these things^ even they shall 43 
understand the lovingkindness of the Lord. 


g Heb. salt- 
ness. 


h Jobxii.21. 

i Or, void 
place. 

k 1 Sam. li.8. 


PSALM LXXXVII. 

1 The nature and glory of the church. 4 The increase^ honour ^ and comfort of the mem- 
bers thereof. 

o Or, of. IF A Psalm or Song o for the sons of Korah. 

His foundation is in the holy mountains. i 

The Lord loveth the gates of Zion more than all the dwell- 2 
ings of Jacob. 

Glorious things are spoken of thee, O city of God. Selah. 3 
1 will make mention of Rahab and Babylon to them that 4 
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know me: behold Philistia, and Tyre, with Ethiopia; this man A C. 636. 
was born there. ' ' ^ 

5 And of Zion it shall be said, This and that man was born in 
her : and the highest himself shall establish her. 

6 The Lord shall count, when he writeth up the people, that 
this man was born there. Selah. 

7 As well the singers as the players on instruments shall be 
there : all my springs are in thee. 


PSALM CXI. 


1 The psalmist by his example inciteth others to praise God for his gloriouSf 5 and 
gracious works, 10 The fear of God breedeth true wisdom, 

1 Praise Pye the Lord. I will praise the Lord with 
whole heart, in the assembly of the upright, and in the con- 
gregation. 

2 The works of the Lord are great, sought out of all them 
that have pleasure therein. 

3 His work is honourable and glorious : and his righteousness 
endureth for ever. 

4 He hath made his wonderful works to be remembered : the 
Lord is gracious and full of compassion. 

5 He hath given ^ meat unto them that fear him : he will ever q Heb. prey. 
be mindful of his covenant. 

6 He hath shewed his people the power of his works, that he 
may give them the heritage of the heathen. 

7 The works of his hands are verity and judgment ; all his 
commandments ore sure. 

8 They ^ stand fast for ever and ever, and are done in truth 
and uprightness. 

9 He sent redemption unto his people : he hath commanded 
his covenant for ever : holy and reverend is his name. 

10 ®The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom : good 

understanding have all they that do his commandments: his 
praise endureth for ever. 


r Heb. are 
established. 


PSALM CXII. 


s Job. xxviii. 
28, Prov. i. 7. 
&ix. 10. 
Ecclus. i. 16. 
t Or, good 
success, 
u Heb. that 
do them. 


1 Godliness hath the promises of this life^ 4 and of the life to come. 10 The prosperity 
of the godly shall be an eyesore to the wicked. 

1 Praise *ye the Lord. Blessed is the man that feareth the 

Lord, that delighteth greatly in his commandments. ‘ 

2 His seed shall be mighty upon earth : the generation of the 
upright shall be blessed. 

3 Wealth and riches shall he in his house : and his righteous- 
ness endureth for ever. 

4 Unto the upright there ariseth light in the darkness : he is 
gracious, and full of compassion, and righteous. 

5 A good man sheweth favour, and lendeth : he will guide his ^ 

affairs with ^ discretion. »«««/. 
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A.c. 536. Surely he shall not be moved for ever : the righteous shall 6 
be in everlasting remembrance. 

He shall not be afraid of evil tidings : his heart is fixed, 7 
trusting in the Lord. 

His heart is established, he shall not be afraid, until he see 8 
his desire upon his enemies. 

z 2 cor.ix. 9 . z He hath dispersed, he hath given to the poor ; his righte- 9 
ousness endureth for ever; his horn shall be exalted with 
honour. 

The wicked shall see it, and be grieved ; he shall gnash 10 
with his teeth, and melt away : the desire of the wicked shall 
perish. 


PSALM CXIII. 


1 An exhortation to praise God for his excellency y 6 for his mercy. 


a Heb. Hal- 
lelujah. 

b Dan. ii. 20. 


c Mai. i. 11. 


d Heb. exalt- 
eth himself to 
dwell. 


e 1 Sam. ii. 8. 
Ps.cvii. 41. 


fHeb.lodwfU 
in an house. 


Praise ^ye the Lord. Praise, O ye servants of the Lord, i 
praise the name of the Lord. 

^ Blessed be the name of the Lord from this time forth and 2 
for evermore. 

® From the rising of the sun unto the going down of the same 3 
the Lord’s name is to be praised. 

The Lord is high above all nations, and his glory above the 4 
heavens. 

Who is like unto the Lord our God, who ^dwelleth on 5 
high, 

Who humbleth himself to behold the things that are in heaven, 6 
and in the earth ! 

® He raiseth up the poor out of the dust, andYiitoth. the needy 7 
out of the dunghill ; 

That he may set him with princes, even with the princes of 8 
his people. 

He maketh the barren woman ^ to keep house, and tohe ix 9 
joyful mother of children. Praise ye the Lord. 


PSALM cxiv. 

An exhortation, hy the example of the dumb creatures, to fear God in his church, 

g Ex. xiii. 3. When s Israel went out of Egypt, the house of Jacob from a 1 
people of strange language ; 

Judah was his sanctuary, and Israel his dominion. 2 

h Ex.xiy.21. The sea saw it, and fled : ^ Jordan was driven back. 3 

1 os .ui. 13. mountains skipped like rams, and the little hills like 4 

lambs. 

What ailed thee, O thou sea, that thou fleddest ? thou Jordan, 5 
that thou wast driven back ? 

Ye mountains, that ye skipped like rams; and ye little hills, 6 
like lambs ? 

Tremble, thou earth, at the presence of the Lord, at the 7 
presence of the God of Jacob ; 
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8 ^ Which turned the rock into a standing water, the flint into a A.c. 536. 

fountain of waters. 

Num. XX. 11. 

PSALM CXVJ. 

I The psalmist professeth his love and duty to God for his deliverance* 12 He studieth 

to be thankful. 

1 I love the Lord, because he hath heard my voice and my 
su^lications. 

2 Because he hath inclined his ear unto me, therefore will I 

call upon him ^ as long as I live. J^ueb. in my 

3 The sorrows of death compassed me, and the pains of hell m Ps. xviii, 

”gat hold upon me: I found trouble and sorrow. found 

4 Then called I upon the name of the Lord ; O Lord, I be- 
seech thee, deliver my soul. 

5 Gracious is the Lord, and righteous; yea, our God is 
merciful. 

6 The Lord preserve th the simple : I was brought low, and he 
he^ed me. 

7 Return unto thy rest, O my soul : for the Lord hath dealt 
bountifully with thee. 

8 For thou hast delivered ray soul from death, mine eyes from 
tears, and my feet from falling. 

9 I will walk before the Lord in the land of the living. 

10 ° I believed, therefore have I spoken : I was greatly afflicted : o2Cor.iv. is. 

I I I said in my haste, p All men are liars. i> Rom. iii. 4. 

12 What shall I render unto the Lord for all his benefits toward 
me ? 

13 I will take the cup of salvation, and call upon the name of the 
Lord. 

14 I will pay my vows unto the Lord now in the presence of 
all his people. 

15 Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of his saints. 

16 O Lord, truly I am thy servant; I am thy servant, and the 
son of thine handmaid : thou hast loosed my bonds. 

17 I will ofier to thee the sacrifice of thanksgiving, and will call 
upon the name of the Lord. 

18 I will pay my vows unto the Lord now in the presence of all 
his people, 

19 In the courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of thee, O 
Jerusalem. Praise ye the Lord. 

PSALM CXVII. 

An exhortation to praise God for his mercy and truth, 

1 O ** praise the Lord, all ye nations : praise him, all ye people, q Rom.xv. 

2 For his merciful kindness is great toward us: and the truth 
of the Lord endureth for ever. Praise ye the Lord. 
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A.C. 636. 


r Heb. wick- 
ttdnes*. 


PSALM CXXV. 

1 The safety of such as trust in God, 4 A prayer for the godly^ and against the 

wicked, 

^ A Song of degrees. 

They that trust in the Lord shall be as mount Zion, which i 
cannot be removed, hut abideth for ever. 

As the mountains are round about Jerusalem, so the Lord is 2 
round about his people from henceforth even for ever. 

For the rod of ^ the wicked shall not rest upon the lot of 3 
the righteous ; lest the righteous put forth their hands unto 
iniquity. 

Do ^ood, O Lord, unto those that he good, and to them that 4 
are upright in their hearts. 

As for such as turn aside unto their crooked ways, the Lord 5 
shall lead them forth with the workers of iniquity : but peace 
shall he upon Israel. 

PSALM CXXVII. 


B Or, of 
Solomon. 
t Heb. that 
are builders 
of it in it. 


u Heb. hath 
filled his qui- 
ver with them. 
X Or, shall 
subdue, as 
Ps, xviii. 47, 
or, destroy. 


i The virtue of God's blessing. 3 Good children are his gift, 

^ A Song of degrees ® for Solomon. 

Except the Lord build the house, they labour in vain * that i 
build it : except the Lord keep the city, the watchman waketh 
hut in vain. 

It is vain for you to rise up early, to sit up late, to eat the 2 
bread of sorrows : for so he giveth his beloved sleep. 

Lo, children are an heritage of the Lord : and the fruit of 3 
the womb is his reward. 

As arrows are in the hand of a mighty man ; so are children 4 
of the youth. 

Happy is the man that hath his quiver full of them : they 5 
shall not be ashamed, but they * shall speak with the enemies in 
the gate. ^ 

PSALM CXXVII I. 

The sundry blessings which follow them that fear God. 

^ A Song of degrees. 

Blessed is every one that feareth the Lord ; that walketh in 1 
his ways. 

For thou shalt eat the labour of thine hands : happy shalt 2 
thou hey and it shall be well with thee. 

Thy wife shall be as a fruitful vine by the sides of thine house : 3 
thy children like olive plants round about thy table. 

Behold, that thus shall the man be blessed that feareth the 4 
Lord. 

The Lord shall bless thee out of Zion : and thou shalt see 5 
the good of Jerusalem all the days of thy life. 

lesLy thou shalt see thy children's children, and peace upon 6 
Israel. 
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PSALM CXXXIV. 

An exhortation to bless God. 

^ A Song of degrees. 

1 Behold, bless ye the Lord, all^e servants of the Lord, which a.c. 536 . 

by night stand in the house of the Lord. ' 

2 Lift up your hands ^ in the sanctuary, and bless the 
Lord. 

3 The Lord that made heaven and earth bless thee out of 
Zion. 

§ 2. Foundation of the Temple laid. 

EZRA III. VER. 8, TO THE END. 

8 Now in the second year of their coming unto the house of 
God at Jerusalem, in the second month, began Zerubbabel the 
son of Shealtiel, and Jeshua the son of Jozadak, and the rem- 
nant of their brethren the priests and the Levites, and all they 
that were come out of the captivity unto Jerusalem; and ap- 
pointed the Levites, from twenty years old and upwards, to set 

9 forward the work of the house of the Lord. Then stood Jeshua 
with his sons and his brethren, Kadmiel and his sons, the sons 

of ^ Judah, ^ together, to set forward the workmen in the house 40 

of God : the sons of Henadad, with their sons and their bre- b Heb. a$one. 

10 thren the Levites. And when the builders laid the foundation 
of the temple of the Lord, they set the priests in their apparel 
with trumpets, and the Levites the sons of Asaph with cymbals, 
to praise the Lord, after the ® ordinance of David king of 31' 

11 Israel. And they sang together by course in praising and*^^'^-*- 
giving thanks unto the Lord ; because he is good, for his 
mercy endureth for ever toward Israel. And all the people 
shouted with a great shout, when they praised the Lord, 
because the foundation of the house of the Lord was laid. 

12 But many of the priests and Levites and chief of the fathers, 
who were ancient men, that had seen the first house, when the 
foundation of this house was laid before their eyes, wept witli 

13 a loud voice ; and many shouted aloud for Joy : so that the peo- 
ple could not discern the noise of the shout of joy from the 
noise of the weeping of the people : for the people shouted 
with a loud shout, and the noise was heard afar off. 

PSALM LXXXIV^ 

1 The prophet, longing for the communion of the sanctuary, 4 sheweth how blessed they 
are that dwell therein. 8 He prayeth to be restored unto it. 

^ To the chief Musician upon Gittith, A Psalm ^ for the sons of Korah. ^ 

1 How amiable are thy tabernacles, O Lord of hosts ! 


^ Psalm Ixxxiv. is inserted in this place from its internal evidence that it was written about this 
period. The precise time of its composition is quite uncertain ; and if the beautiful earnestness and 
devotional spirit which run through this psalm be compared with the actual state of the Jewish 



672 


PERIOD EIGHTH. 
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A.C. 6.36. 


e Or, of mul- 
berry trees 
make him a 
well, %c. 
f Heb. cover- 
eth. 

g Otffrom 
company to 
company. 


h Heb. 1 
would choose 
rather to sit at 
the threshold. 


i Ps. xxxiv. 
9, 10. 

k Ps. xxxiii. 
12 . 


1 Heb. all the 
earth. 


m Or, yield 
feigned obe- 
dience, Ps. 
xviii. 44. & 
Ixxxi. 15. 
n Heb. lie. 


My soul longeth, yea, even faintetli for the courts of the 2 
Lord : my heart and my flesh crieth out for the living God. 

Yea, the sparrow hath found an house, and the swallow a 3 
nest for herself, where she may lay her young, even thine altars, 

O Lord of hosts, my King, and my God. 

Blessed are they that dwell in thy house : they will be still 4 
praising thee. Selah. 

Blessed is the man whose strength is in thee; in whose heart 5 
are the ways of them. 

Who passing through the valley ® of Baca make it a well ; 6 
the rain also ^iilleth the pools. 

They go ^ from strength to strength, every one of them in 7 
Zion appeareth before God. 

O Lord God of hosts, hear my prayer : give ear, O God 8 
of Jacob. Selah. 

Behold, O God our shield, and look upon the face of thine 9 
anointed. 

For a day in thy courts is better than a thousand. ^ I had 10 
rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God, than to dwell 
in the tents of wickedness. 

For the Lord God is a sun and a shield: the Lord will 11 

S *ve grace and glory : ^ no good thing will he withhold from 
em that walk uprightly. 

O Lord of hosts, ^ blessed is the man that trusteth in thee. 12 

PSALM Lxvr®. 

l David exhorteth to praise God, 5 to observe his great works, 6 to bless him for his 
gracious benefits. 12 He voweth for himself religious service to God, 16 He declareth 
God’s special goodness to himself 

^ To the chief Musician, A Song or Psalm. 

Make a joyful noise unto God, ^ all ye lands : i 

Sing forth the honour of his name: make his praise glorious. 2 
Say unto God, How terrible art thou in thy works ! through 3 
the greatness of thy power shall thine enemies ’^"submit them- 
selves unto thee. 

All the earth shall w’orship thee, and shall sing unto thee ; 4 
they shall sing to thy name. Selah. 

Come and see the works of God : he is terrible in his doing 5 
toward the children of men. 

He turned the sea into dry land : they went through the 6 
flood on foot: there did we rejoice in him. 

He ruleth by his power for ever ; his eyes behold the 7 
nations : let not the rebellious exalt themselves. Selah. 


church, which was now again enjoying the services of the altar, it will not appear improbable that 
the psalm was composed about this Ume, by one of those pious Jews who were anxious to see their 
worship restored in its former splendour. 

^ Psalm Ixvi. is inserted by Calmet, Horne, and Gray, among those which were probably com- 
posed about this time. It is placed here on their authority, and from its apparent applicability to the 
circumstance related in Ezraiii. 10 — 14. 
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8 O bless our God, ye people, and make the voice of his praise A.c. 535. 

to be heard : " " 

9 Which ° holdeth our soul in life, and suffereth not our feet ^ Heb. put- 
to be moved. 

10 For thou, O God, hast proved us : thou hast tried us, as 
silver is tried. 

11 Thou broughtest us into the net; thou laidst affliction upon 
our loins. 

1 2 Thou hast caused men to ride over our heads ; we went 

through fire and through water : but thou broughtest us out 
into a P, wealthy place, p 

13 I will go into thy house with burnt offerings : I will pay 
thee my vows, 

14 Which my lips have ^ uttered, and my mouth hath spoken, open- 
when I was in trouble. 

15 I will offer unto thee burnt sacrifices of ^fatlings, with the 
incense of rams ; I will offer bullocks with goats. Selah. 

16 Come flwc^liear, all ye that fear God, and I will declare what 
he hath done for my soul. 

17 I cried unto him with my mouth, and he was extolled with 
my tongue. 

18 If I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear me: 

19 But verily God hath heard me ; he hath attended to the 
voice of my prayer. 

20 Blessed be God, which hath not turned away my prayer, 
nor his mercy from me. 

§ 3. The Building of the Temple interrupted, — Last Vision of Daniel, 

EZRA IV. VER. 1 5^ aHeb^// 

1 Now when the adversaries of Judah and Benjamin heard that aona of the 
® the children of the captivity builded the temple unto the tion. 

® The sacred authors commonly give the name of Samaritans only to those stranger people the 
Cuthites, whom the kings of Assyria sent from beyond the Euphrates to people the kingdom of 
Samaria, when they carried captive the Israelites, who were its former inhabitants, (2 Kings xvii. 
23, 24.) We may therefore fix the first establishment of the Samaritans in Judea, when Shalma- 
neser conquered that part of the country. When Esarhaddon was informed that this people were 
infested by lions, he imputed it to their ignorance of the “god of the land,” (2 Kings xvii. 26 — 34.) 
He therefore sent unto them one of the Jewish priests to teach them the worship and the rites of 
the God of Israel ; and from this time they worshipped Jehovah, in conjunction with their own idol 
deities. The Samaritans, hearing that the Jews had begun to rebuild the temple at Jerusalem, 
expressed a great desire to be allowed to unite with them in this work ; but the Jews, doubting their 
sincerity, and considering them as idolaters, made answer to them, — that they, not being of the 
seed of Israel, had nothing to do to build a temple to their God, and that they would, according 
to the decree of Cyrus, build by themselves a temple to the Lord God of Israel. At which the 
Samaritans being much incensed, they did all they could to hinder the work ; and although 
they could not alter Cyrus’ decree, yet they prevailed, by bribes and underhand dealings with 
his ministers, and other officers concerned herein, to put obstructions to the execution of it ; so that 
for several years the building went but very slowly on ; which the Jews resenting, according as it 
deserved, this became the beginning of that bitter rancour which hath ever since existed between 
them and the Samaritans ; which, being improved by other causes, grew at length to that height, 
that nothing became more odious to a Jew than a Samaritan ; of which we have several instances in 
the Gospels ; and so it still continues.. For, even to this day, a Cuthean, (that is, a Samantan) in 
their language, is the most odious name among them, and that which, in the height of their anger, 
VOL. II. X X 
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[part I. 


A.c. 534. Lord God of Israel ; then they came to Zerubbabel, and to 2 
* the chief of the fathers, and said unto them, Let us build with 
you : for we seek your God, as ye do ; and we do sacrifice 
unto him since the days of Esar-haddon king of Assur, which 
brought us up hither. But Zerubbabel, and Jeshua, and the 3 
rest of the chief of the fathers of Israel, said unto them. Ye 
have nothing to do with us to build an house unto our God ; 
but we ourselves together will build unto the Lord God of 
Israel, as king Cyrus the king of Persia hath commanded us. 
Then the people of the land weakened the hands of the people 4 
of Judah, and troubled them in building, and hired counsellors 5 
against them, to frustrate their purpose, all the days of Cyrus 
king of Persia, even until the reign of Darius king of Persia. 

EZRA IV. FORMER PART OF VER. 24. 

Then ceased the work of the house of God which is at 24 
Jerusalem. 


PSALM cxxix 

1 j4n exhortation to praise God for saving Israel in their great afflictions. 5 The 
haters of the church are cursed. 

^ A Song of degrees. 

h Or, Much. Many ^a time have they afflicted me from my youth, may i 
Israel now say : 

by way of infamy and reproach, they bestow on those they most hate and abominate. And 
by this they commonly call us Christians, when they would express the bitterest of their hatred 
against us. 

Hence the Jews, in expressing their utmost aversion to our Saviour, said unto him, “ Thou art a 
Samaritan, and hast a devil as if to be a Samaritan and have a devil were things of equal 
reproach. This rancour, from various circumstances, was carried lo such an excess, that the Jews 
published a curse and an anathema against them, the bitterest that ever was denounced against any 
people : for thereby they forbade all manner of communication with them, declared all the fruits and 
products of their land, and every thing else of theirs, which was either eaten or drunk among them, 
to be as swine’s flesh, and prohibited all of their nation ever to taste thereof, and also excluded all of 
that people from being ever received as proselytes to their religion. And, in the last place, proceeded so 
far, as even to the barring of them for ever from having any portion in the resurrection of the dead 
to eternal life ; as if this also were in their power. For many ages past, the conduct of the Jews 
towards the Samaritans hath been according to the tenor of this anathema ; they constantly refusing 
all manner of converse or communication with them : and so it was even in our Saviour’s time ; for 
why else should the woman of Samaria ask our Saviour, “ How is it that thou being a Jew askest 
drink of me, who am a woman of Samaria ?” but that it was even then forbidden among the Jews 
either to eat or drink any thing of that which was the Samaritans’ : and the words immediately 
following are to this purpose ; for they tell us that “ the Jews had no dealings with the 
Samaritans.” 

•The learned Dean Graves has beautifully pointed out the manner in which the opposition of the 
Samaritans was over-ruled to the general good of the church of God. The intermixture of the 
Samaritans, who were not entirely weaned from the surrounding idolatry, might, had the Jews 
acquiesced in their wishes, once more have involved them in that sin. The very opposition of this 
people served to make the Jews more vigilant in preserving, and the Samaritans in emulating, the 
purity of the Mosaic law. They became hostile, and therefore unsuspected, guardians of the purity 
of the sacred text, particularly the Pentateuch: and while many of the Jews expected only a 
temporal Messiah, some of the Samaritans, from the Pentateuch alone, seem to have attained a 
juster notion of his real character. See also on this subject, Bishop Horsley’s admirable Sermon 
on the words — “ The woman was a Greek, a Syrophoenician by nation.” — Prideaux, Connect, vol. i. 
p. 227> anno 635 ; Calmet, art. Samaritan ; Graves on the Pentateuch. 

Psalm cxxix. This Psalm was probably composed by Ezra, or Nehemiah, for the con- 
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2 Many a time have they afflicted me from my youth : yet A.c. 534. 

th^ have not prevailed against me. " ^ ' 

3 The plowers plowed upon my back : they made long their 
furrows. 

4 The Lord is righteous : he hath cut asunder tlie cords of 
the wicked. 

5 Let them all be confounded and turned back that hate Zion. 

6 Let them be as the grass upon the housetops, which withereth 
afore it groweth up : 

7 Wherewith the mower filleth not his hand; nor he that 
bindeth sheaves his bosom. 

8 Neither do they which go by say, The blessing of the Lord 
upon you : we bless you in the name of the Lord. 

DANIEL X 

1 Daniel having humbled himself seeth a vision. 10 Being troubled with fear he is 
comforted by the angel. 

1 In the third year of Cyrus king of Persia a thing was 

revealed unto Daniel, whose name was called Belteshazzar ; 

solation of the Jews at the time when the Samaritans obstructed the rebuilding of tlie city and 
temple. — Dimock. 

“ In consequence of the stratagems used by the Samaritans to defeat the object of the decree of 
Cyrus, the building of the temple had now ceased. Daniel gave himself up to mourning three weeks 
together; he then sees the vision, an account of which is contained in these three last chapters of 
his book. In this vision he is informed of various particulars concerning the Persian, Grecian, 
and Roman empires, and the kingdom of the Messiah, (chap, x.) states the occasion of the vision, 
and describes the glorious personage who appeared to the prophet. 

The prediction then foretells the fate of the Persian empire (xi. 2,) whose fourth king, Xerxes, was 
attacked, and his empire destroyed, by Alexander (3) ; the partition of his vast dominions into 
four kingdoms (4) ; and the wars between the kingdoms of Egypt (which lay to the south of Judea) 
and of Syria (which lay to the north of the Holy land,) arc then related, together with the conquest 
of Macedon by the Romans (5 — 3G). The prophecy then declares the tyranny of the papal Anti- 
christ, which was to spring up under the Roman empire (36 — 31)), and the invasions of the Saracen.s 
(from the south) and of the Turks (from the north) in the time of the end, or latter days of 
the Roman monarchy (40 — 45). This prophetic vision concludes with foretelling the general 
resurrection (xii. 1 — 4), and with announcing the time when all these great events were to have 
their final consummation, when the Jews were to be restored, Antichrist destroyed, the fulness of the 
Gentiles brought in, and the millenium, or reign of saints, was to begin (5 —13). But the exact 
period, until Providence shall open more of the seals, cannot be fully ascertained. 

Upon the whole, we may observe with Bishop Newton, what an amazing prophecy is this, com- 
prehending so many various events, and extending through so many successive ages, from the 
first establishment of the Persian empire, upwards of 530 years before Christ, to the general 
resurrection ! What a proof of a Divine Providence, and of a Divine Revelation ! for who 
could thus declare the things that shall be, with their times and seasons, but He only who hath 
them in his power; whose dominion is over all, and whose kingdom endureth from generation to 
generation ! 

Of all the old prophets, Daniel is the most distinct in the order of time, and easiest to be 
understood ; and on this account. Sir Isaac Newton observes, in those events which concern the 
last times, he must be the interpreter of the rest. All his predictions relate to each other, as if 
they were several parts of one general prophecy. The first is the easiest to be understood, and 
every succeeding prophecy adds something to the former. Though his style is not so lofty and 
figurative as that of the other prophets, it is more suitable to his subject, being clear and concise ; 
his narratives and descriptions are simple and natural; and, in short, he writes more like an historian 
than a prophet. 

Of the genuineness and authenticity of the book of Daniel we have every possible evidence, both 
external and internal. 


X X 2 
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A.c. 534. and the thing was true, but the time appointed was ® long : 
c Ueb. great. and he understood the thing, and had understanding of the 
dHeb. wtffA# visioH. In those days I Daniel was mourning three ^full 2 
weeks. I ate no ® pleasant bread, neither came flesh nor wine 3 
ofdeiirti. jjj jjjy mouth, neither did I anoint myself at all, till three whole 

weeks were fulfilled. And in the four and twentieth day of 4 
the first month, as I was by the side of the great river, which 
f Gen. 11.14. ^ Hiddekel ; then I lifted up mine eyes, and looked, and 5 

gHeb. owe behold ^ 2L Certain man clothed in linen, whose loins were 
i4^i 7 * girded with fine gold of Uphaz : his body also teas like the 6 
beryl, and his' face as the appearance of lightning, and his eyes 
as lamps of fire, and his arms and his feet like in colour to 
polished brass, and the voice of his words like the voice of a 
multitude. And I Daniel alone saw the vision : for the men 7 
that were with me saw not the vision ; but a great quaking fell 
upon them, so that they fled to hide themselves. Therefore I 8 
was left alone, and saw this great vision, and there remained 
i Or, vt^owr no Strength in me : for mv comeliness was turned in me into 

corruption, and 1 retained no strength. Yet heard 1 the voice 9 
of his words : and when I heard the voice of his words, then 
was I in a deep sleep on my face, and my face toward the 
ground. 

iHeb.mor^rf. And, bchold, an hand touched me, which ^set me upon my 10 
knees, and upon the palms of my hands. And he said unto 11 
mHeh^flwaw me, O Daniel, "^a man greatly beloved, understand the words 
nBeh.l\and that I speak unto thee, and ” stand upright : for unto thee am 
ITanditg. ^ Sent. And when he had spoken this word unto me, I 

stood trembling. Then said he unto me, Fear not, Daniel: 12 
for from the first day that thou didst set thine heart to under- 
stand, and to chasten thyself before thy God, thy words were 
heard, and I am come for thy words. But the prince of the 13 
kingdom of Persia withstood me one and twenty days ; but, lo, 
o Or, the first. Micliacl, ® oue of the chief princes, came to help me; and I 

remained there with the kings of Persia. Now I am come to 14 
make thee understand what snail befall thy people in the latter 
days : for yet the vision is for manp days. And when he had 15 
spoken such words unto me, I set my face toward the ground, 
and I became dumb. And, behold, one like the similitude of 16 
the sons of men touched my lips : then I opened my mouth, 
and spake, and said unto him that stood before me, O my lord, 
by the vision my sorrows are turned upon me, and I have 
retained no strength. For how can Pthe servant of this my 17 
lord. lord talk with this my lord ? for as for me, straightway there 
remained no strength in me, neither is there breath left in me. 
Then there came again and touched me one like the appearance 18 
of a man, and he strengthened me, and said, O man greatly 19 
beloved, fear not: peace be unto thee, be strong, yea, be 
strong. And when he had spoken unto me, I was strengthened. 
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and said. Let my lord speak ; for thou hast strengthened me. 

20 Then said he, Knowest thou wherefore I come unto thee ? and 
now will I return to fight with the prince of Persia: and when 

21 1 am gone forth, lo, the prince of Grecia shall come. But I 
will shew thee that which is noted in the scripture of truth : 
and there is none that ^ holdeth with me in these things, but 
Michael your prince. 

DANIEL XI. 

1 The overthrow of Persia by the king of Grecia. 5 Leagues and conflicts between 
the kings of the south and of the north. 30 The invasion and tyranny of the 
Romans. 

1 Also I in the first year of Darius the Mede, even I, stood to 

2 confirm and to strengthen him. And now will I shew thee the 
truth. Behold, there shall stand up yet three kings in Persia ; 
and the fourth shall be far richer than they all ; and by his 
strength through his riches he shall stir up all against the 

3 realm of Grecia. And a mighty king shall stand up, that 
shall rule with great dominion, and do according to his will. 

4 And when he shall stand Op, his kingdom shall be broken, and 
shall be divided toward the four winds of heaven ; and not to 
his posterity, nor according to his dominion which he ruled : 
for his kingdom shall be plucked up, even for others beside those. 

5 And the king of the south shall be strong, and one of his 
princes ; and he shall be strong above him, and have dominion ; 

6 his dominion shall he a great dominion. And in the end of 
years they ’’shall join themselves together: for the king^s 
daugliter of the south shall come to the king of the north to themselves. 
make ®an agreement: but she shall not retain the power of the « Heb. 
arm; neither shall he stand, nor his arm: but she shall be 
given up, and they that brought her, and 4ie that begat her, 

7 and he that strengthened her in these times. But out of 
branch of her roots shall one stand up in his estate, which shall 
come with an army, and shall enter into the fortress of the king 
of the north, and shall deal against them, and shall prevail : 

8 and shall also carry captives into Egypt their gods, with their 
princes, and with ’’their precious vessels of silver and of gold; 
and he shall continue more years than the king of the north. 

9 So the king of the south shall come into his kingdom, and shall 

10 return into his own land. But his sons ^ shall be stirred up? 
and shall assemble a multitude of great forces : and one shall 
certainly come, and overflow, and pass through : then shall he 

1 1 return, and be stirred up, even to his fortress. And the king of 
the south shall be moved with choler, and shall come forth and 
fight with him, even with the king of the north; and he shall set 
forth a great multitude; but the multitude shall be given into his 

12 hand. j4?id when he hath taken away the multitude, his heart 
shall be lifted up ; and he shall cast down many ten thousands; 

13 but he shall not be strengthened by it For the king of the 


A.C. 334. 


q Heb. 
strengthen eth 
himself. 
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A.C. 534. 

y Heb. at the 
end oj times 
of years, 
z Heb. the 
children of 
robbers. 


a Heb. the city 
of munitions. 
b Heb. the 
people of his 
choices. 


c Or, goodly 
land. 

d Heb. the 
land of orna - 
tnenl. 

e Or, much 
uprightness : 
or, equal con- 
ditions. 
f Heb. to cor- 
rupt. 

g Heb. for 
him. 

li Heb. his re- 
proach. 


i Heb. one 
that canselh 
an exactor lo 
pass over. 

1? Heb angers. 


1 Or, into the 
peaceable and 
fat, ^c. 


m Heb. think 
his thoughts. 
Fulfilled dr. 
170. 


n Heb. their 
hearts. 


Fulfilled cir. 
160. 


north shall return, and shall set forth a multitude greater than 
the former, and shall certainly come ^ after certain years with a 
great army and with much riches. And in those times there 14 
shall many stand up against the king of the south : also * the 
robbers of thy people shall exalt themselves to establish the 
vision ; but they shall fall. So the king of the north shall 15 
come, and cast up a mount, and take ^ the most fenced cities : 
and the arms of the south shall not withstand, neither ^his 
chosen people, neither shall there he any strength to withstand. 
But he that cometh against him shall do according to his own i 6 
will, and none shall stand before him : and he shall stand in the 
glorious land, which by his hand shall be consumed. He 17 
shall also set his face to enter with the strength of his whole 
kingdom, and ® upright ones with him ; thus shall he do : and 
he shall give him the daughter of women, ^ corrupting her : but 
she shall not stand on his side, neither be for him. After this is 
shall he turn his face unto the isles, and shall take many : but 
a prince ^ for his own behalf shall cause the reproach offered 
by him to cease ; without his own reproach he shall cause it 
to turn upon him. Then he shall turn his face toward the 1 9 
fort of his own land : but he shall stumble and fall, and not be 
found. Then shall stand up in his estate ^ a raiser of taxes in 20 
the glory of the kingdom : but within a few days he shall be 
destroyed, neither in ^ anger, nor in battle. And in his estate 2 i 
shall stand up a vile person, to whom they shall not give the 
honour of the kingdom : but he shall come in peaceably, and 
obtain the kingdom by flatteries. And with the arms of a 22 
flood shall they be overflown from before Iiira, and shall be 
broken ; yea, also the prince of the covenant. And after the 23 
league made with him he shall work deceitfully : for he shall 
come up, and shall become strong with a spnall people. He 24 
shall enter ^ peaceably even upon the fattest places of the pro- 
vince ; and he shall do that which his fathers have not done, 
nor his fathers’ fathers ; he shall scatter among them the prey, 
and spoil, and riches : yea^ and he shall forecast his devices 
against the strong holds, even for a time. And he shall stir 25 
up his power and his courage against the king of the south with 
a great army ; and the king of the south shall be stirred up to 
battle with a very great and mighty army ; but he shall not 
stand : for they shall forecast devices against him. Yea, they 26 
that feed of the portion of his meat shall destroy him, and his 
army shall overflow : and many shall fall down slain. And 27 
both these kings’ " hearts shall he to do mischief, and they 
shall speak lies at one table ; but it shall not prosper : for yet 
the end shall be at the time appointed. Then shall he return 28 
into his land with great riches ; and his heart shall be against 
the holy covenant ; and he shall do exploits, and return to his 
own land. At the time appointed he shall return, and come 29 
2 
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toward the soutli ; but it shall not be as the former, or as the A.c. 534. 
latter. ' ' 

30 For the ships of Chittim shall come against him: therefore FuifiUedcir. 
he shall be grieved, and return, and have indignation against 

the holy covenant : so shall he do ; he shall even return, and 
have intelligence with them that forsake the holy covenant. 

31 And arms shall stand on his part, and they shall pollute the 
sanctuary of strength, and shall take away the daily sacrifice^ 
and they shall place the abomination that maketn desolate. 

32 And such as do wickedly against the covenant shall he ^corrupt p or, caxutto 
by flatteries : but the people that do know their God shall be 

33 strong, and do exploits. And they that understand among the 
people shall instruct many : yet they shall fall by the sword, 

34 and by flame, by captivity, and by spoil, many days. Now 
when they shall fall, they shall be holpen with a little help : 

35 but many shall cleave to them with flatteries. And some of 
them of understanding shall fall, to try ^them, and to purge, 
and to make them wliite, even to the time of the end : because 

36 it is yet for a time appointed. And the king shall do accord- 
ing to his will ; and he shall exalt himself, and magnify himself 
above every god, and shall speak marvellous things against the 
God of gods, and shall prosper till the indignation be accom- 

37 plished : for that that is determined shall be done. Neither 
shall he regard the God of his fathers, nor the desire of women, 
nor regard any god : for he shall magnify himself above all. 

38 ^ But ® in his estate shall he honour the God of ‘ forces : and r or, But in 
a god whom his fathers knew not shall he honour with gold, sulTas/or 
and silver, and with precious stones, and ^ pleasant things. 

39 Thus shall he do in the ^ most strong holds with a strange god, seat he than 
whom he shall acknowledge aiid increase with glory : and he he shall ho- 
shall cause them to rule over many, and shall divide the land 

40 for ® gain. And at the time of the end shall the king of the 

south push at him : and the king of the north shall come uHekitfaMz- 
against him like a whirlwind, with chariots, and with horsemen, pr7iecto^s°^ * 
and with many ships ; and he shall enter into the countries, 

41 and shall overflow and pass over. He shall enter also into the 

^ ^ glorious land, and many countries shall be overthrown : but o/ wu- 
these shall escape out of his hand, even Edom, and Moab, and zHeb!a price. 

42 the chief of the children of Ammon. He shall ‘^stretch forth 

his hand also upon the countries : and the land of Egypt shall b Heb. land' 

43 not escape. But he shall have power over the treasures of gold 
and of silver, and over all the precious things of Egypt: and 

44 the Libyans and the Ethiopians shall be at his steps. But 
tidings out of the east and out of the north shall trouble him : 
therefore he shall go forth with great fury to destroy, and ^ 

45 utterly to make away many. And he shall plant the taber- c Heb. moun 
nacles of his palaces betw^een the seas in the glorious holy 
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A C. 534. mountain ; yet he shall come to his end, and none shall help 
^ him. 

DANIEL XII. 

1 Michael shall deliver Israel from their troubles* 5 Daniel is informed of the times. 

And at that time shall Michael stand up, the great prince i 
which standeth for the children of thy people : and there shall 
be a time of trouble, such as never was since there was a nation 
even to that same time : and at that time thy people shall be 
delivered, every one that shall be found written in the book. 
And many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth shall 2 
46 ^jihn^v 2 * 9 . ^wake, ^some to everlasting life, and some to shame and ever- 
g orMachers. lasting contcmpt. And they that be ^ wise shall ^ shine as 3 
43 ^ the brightness of the firmament ; and they that turn many to 

righteousness as the stars for ever and ever. But thou, O 4 
Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book, even to the time 
of the end : many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall be 
increased. 

Then I Daniel looked, and, behold, there stood other two, 5 
i Heb. lip, Qjjg Qjj ^j^jg gjjg qIP i bank of the river, and the other 
k ch. X. 5. on that side of the bank of the river. And one said to ^ the 6 
J^or,/row man clothed in linen, which was * upon the waters of the river, 

How long shall it be to the end of these wonders ? And I heard 7 
the man clothed in linen, which was upon the waters of the 
m Rev. 1 . 5. river, when he “ held up his right hand and his left hand unto 
heaven, and sware by him that liveth for ever that it shall he 
n Ox, part, for a time, times, and "an half; and when he shall have 
accomplished to scatter the power of the holy people, all these 
things shall be finished. And I heard, but I understood not : 8 


Much discussion has at various time been entered into respecting the meaning of the word 
Michael, which occurs in this last vision of Daniel. Many learned men are of opinion that Michael 
is but a name for Christ, or the angel of the covenant, the angel Jehovah. 

Lightfoot is of this opinion. In his fifth of November Sermon, preached at Ely, of which Church 
he was a Prebendary, in 1G61; he is discussing the passage in Daniel x. 21. “there is none that 
holdeth with me but Michael your Prince. Who is the Prince of the Church but Christ,” &c. &c. 
&c — Vide Lightfoot’s works, vol. ii. p. 114. 

The learned Joseph Mede is of the opposite opinion. Sed quis, inquies, est iste Michael ? Non 
opinor Christus ipse, sed, &c. &c. &c. Mede’s Works, p. 495, line 1. 

Bishop Horsley, in his Sermon on the Watchers, supposes that Michael is merely a name given to 
Christ ; and, after much ingenious discussion, he thus proceeds ; ‘ From all this it is evident that 
Michael is a name for our Lord himself, in his particular character of the champion of his faithful 
people against the violence of the apostate faction, and the wiles of the devil. In this point I 
have a host of the learned on my side ; and it will be further evident from what is yet to come.'— 
Horsley’s Sermons, vol. ii. p. 376. 

Bishop Warburton has given his vote on the opposite side : in a very singular remark contained 
in the thirty-fourth of his letters, p. 92. 

Mr. Faber, too, agrees with Lightfoot and Horsley in their opinion that Michael was Christ. 
See the arguments on this point, admirably discussed in the fifth Exercitation of the learned Witsius. 
With the most commendable impartiality he has examined both sides of this question, and 1 think 
the reader will be inclined to adopt his conclusion, that Michael the Archangel is the Saviour of 
the Christian Church. — Vide Witsius Miscel. Sacra. Exerc. 6.— De Michaele. 
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then said I, O my Lord, what shall be the end of these things ? A.c. 634. 

9 And he said, Go thy way, Daniel : for the words are closed up 

10 and sealed till the time of the end. Many shall be purified, 
and made white, and tried; but the wicked shall do wickedly: 
and none of the wicked shall understand ; but the wise shall 

11 understand. And from the time that the sacrijice shall be 
taken away, and ° the abomination that^maketh desolate set 

up, there shall be a thousand two hundred and ninety days. na«on,\c”** 

12 Blessed is he that waiteth, and cometh to the thousand three 'iuhUT''' 

13 hundred and five and thirty days. But go thou thy way till 
the end be : ^ for thou shalt rest, and stand in thy lot at the end 
of the days. 

§ 4. Building of the Temple resumed, 

EZRA IV. LATTER PART OF VER. 24. 

So it ceased unto the second year of the reign of Darius king 520. 
of Persia 

EZRA V. VER. 1. 

1 Then the prophets, Haggai the prophet, and ^ Zechariah ® 
the son of Iddo, prophesied unto the Jews that were in Judah and 
Jerusalem in the name of the God of Israel, even unto them. 

HAGGAI I. VER. 1 — 11. 

1 In the second year of Darius the king, in the sixth month, cUeb by the 
in the first day of the month, came the word of the Lord ® by 


A new dynasty of kings may, in one sense, be said to have commenced with Darius 
Hystaspes, who in the second year of his reign published the decree for the resuming the building 
of the temple, which had been discontinued since the third year of Cyrus. From the publication 
of this decree may be reckoned the thorough restoration of the Jewish state. The dynasty of 
Cyrus, Cambyses, and Smerdis, being at an end, the edict which prohibited the building of the 
temple was considered obsolete ; yet the Jews neglected to resume the work. On account of 
this negligence God smote the land with barrenness, so that both the vintage and harvest failed them. 
But in the second year of Darius, the prophet Haggai being commanded to inform the Jews of 
the cause of this judgment upon them, in obedience to his exhortations, they proceed with the 
work. This took place in the second year of Darius, the sixth month, in the first day of the 
month, vide Haggai, i. 1, compared with Ezra v. 1. The arrangement of the several passages of the 
prophecies of Haggai and Zechariah, contained in this section, is made on the authority of the 
various dates assigned by the prophets themselves. Compare Haggai i. 1, with Ezra v. 1. — Haggai 
i. 12, with Ezra v. 2. — Haggai ii. 1, Zech. i. 1. — Haggai ii. 10, and Zechariah i. 7- 

With respect to Haggai, there is nothing transmitted to us on which we can depend, but that he 
was the first prophet commissioned to make known the divine will to the Jews after their return 
from captivity. The general opinion, founded on the assertion of the Pseudo- Epipbani us, is, that 
he was born at Babylon, and was one of the Jews who returned with Zerubbabel, in consequence of 
the edict of Cyrus. The same author affirms that he was buried at Jerusalem among the priests, 
wheifce some have conjectured that he was of the family of Aaron. The times of his predictions, 
however, are so distinctly marked by himself, that we have as much certainty on this point as we 
have with respect to any of the prophets. 

The Jews, who were released from captivity in the first year of the reign of Cyrus (Ezra i. I, 
et seq.), having returned to Jerusalem and commenced the rebuilding of the temple (Ezra ii. 1 — 4,) 
were interrupted in their undertakings by the neighbouring satraps, who contrived to prejudice the 
Persian monarch against them (Ezra iv. I, with 24,) until the second year of Darius. Discouraged 
by these impediments, the people ceased, for fourteen years, to prosecute the erection of the second 
temple, as if the time were not yet come, and applied themselves to the building of their own houses ; 
for which they arc reproved by Haggai, chap. i. 1—12. 
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A.C. 520. Haggai the prophet unto Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, 
d Or , captttii !. ^ govemoF of Judah, and to Joshua the son of Josedech, the 
hi^ priest, saying, 

Thus speaketh the Lord of hosts, saying, This people say, 2 
The time is not come, the time that the Lord’s house should 
be built. 

Then came the word of the Lord by Haggai the prophet, 3 
saying. 

Is it time for you, O ye, to dwell in your cieled houses, and 4 
this house lie waste ? 

e Heb. Set Now therefore thus saith the Lord of hosts ; ® Consider your 5 

your heart on •' 

your ways . WayS. 

xxvSi'ss. i e have ^sown much, and bring in little : ye eat, but ye have 6 
Mic. Vi. H, enough; ye drink, but ye are not filled with drink; ye 
clothe you, but there is none warm ; and he that earneth wages 
pi^c^d earneth wages to put it into a bag ^ with holes. 
through. Thus saith the Lord of hosts ; Consider your ways. 7 

Go up to the mountain, and bring wood, and build the house ; 8 
and I will take pleasure in it, and I will be glorified, saith the 
Lord. 


Ye looked for much, and, lo, it came to little ; and when ye 9 
h Or, blow it brought zV home, I did ^blow upon it. Why ? saith the Lord 
of hosts. Because of mine house that is waste, and ye run 
every man unto his own house. 

xxv^r‘ 23. Therefore * the heaven over you is stayed from dew, and the 10 
earth is stayed Jrom her fruit. 

And I called for a drought upon the land, and upon 11 
the mountains, and upon the corn, and upon the new wine, 
and upon the oil, and upon that which the ground bringeth 
forth, and upon men, and upon cattle, and upon all the labour 
of the hands. 


EZRA V. VER. 2 . 

Then rose up Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, and Joshua 2 
the son of Jozadak, and began to build the house of God which 
is at Jerusalem : and with them were the prophets of God help- 
ing them. 

HAGGAI I. VER. 12, TO THE END. 

Then Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, and Joshua the son of 12 
Josedech, the high priest, with all the remnant of the peopl^, 
obeyed the voice of the Lord their God, and the words of 
Haggai the prophet, as the Lord their God had sent him, and 
the people did fear before the Lord. Then spake Haggai the 13 
Lord’s messenger in the Lord’s message unto the people, 
saying, I am with you, saith the Lord. And the Lord u 
stirred up the spirit of Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor 
of Judah, and the spirit of Joshua the son of Josedech, the high 
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priest, and the spirit of all the remnant of the people ; and they 520 . 
came and did work in the house of the Lord of hosts, their ^ ^ 

1 5 God. In the four and twentieth day of the sixth month, in the 
second year of Darius the king. 

HAGGAI II. VER. 1 p. 

1 In the seventh months in the one and twentieth day of the 
month, came the word of the Lord ^ by the prophet Haggai, kueb. w# 

2 saying. Speak now to Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor 
of Judah, and to Joshua the son of Josedech, the hi^ priest, 
and to the residue of the people, saying, 

3 Who is left among you that saw this house in her first glory ? 
and how do ye see it now ? is it not in your eyes in comparison 
of it as nothing ? 

4 Yet now be strong, O Zerubbabel, saith the Lord; and be 
strong, O Joshua, son of Josedech, the high priest; and be 
strong, all ye people of the land, saith the Lord, and work : 
for I am with you, saith the Lord of hosts : 

5 According to the word that I covenanted with you when ye 
came out of Egypt, so my spirit remaineth among you : fear ye 
not. 

C) For thus saith the Lord of hosts ; ^ Yet once, it is a little i Heb.xii. 26 . 
while, and I will shake the heavens, and the earth, and the sea, 
and the dry land ; 

7 And I will shake all nations, and the desire of all nations 
shall come : and I will fill this house with glory, saith the Lord 
of hosts. 

8 The silver is mine, and the gold is mine, saith the Lord of 
hosts. 

9 The glory of this latter house shall be greater than of the 
former, saith the Lord of hosts: and in this place will I give 
peace, saith the Lord of hosts 


In consequence of the exhortations of the prophet, the Jews applied themselves diligently 
to the rebuilding of the temple ; and to encourage them to go on vigorously in their undertaking, 
in the four and twentieth day of the sixth month (compare Haggai i. 1, with Ezra v. 15,) 
another message from God assures them of his presence and blessing. And further to stimulate 
their exertions, Haggai a month after (chap. ii. 1.) promises them that the glory of the latter 
house, when built, should be greater than the glory of the former house; which was accord* 
ingly accomplished, when Christ our Lord came to this his temple, and honoured it with his 
presence. In all other respects this latter temple, the same prophet tells us, at its first building, 
was as nothing in comparison of the former. 

The Jews reckon up five several marks of divine favour which distinguished the first temple, 
and were wanting in the second. The ark of the covenant, and the mercy-seat which was 
upon it ; the Shechinab, or the divine presence ; the Urim and Thummim ; the holy fire upon 
the altar ; and the spirit of prophecy. Now the absence of these several things was abundantly 
supplied by the presence of that Divine Personage, of whom each of them was in some measure 
typical. Christ may be called the ark, as he was the material representative of the Deity, in 
which was deposited the perfect law of God. Like the cedar of which the ark was composed, 
Christ was incorruptible ; and the golden crown of divinity and glory was upon him, as it was upon 
the ark. Angels attended him in his humiliation, and desired to penetrate the mystery of his 
incarnation, as the cherubim bent over the mercy-seat. From him, as from the ark, the oracle was 
given to man. As God met with man. between the cherubims before the mercy-seat, so is Christ the 
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ZECHARIAH I, VER. 1 — 6. 

Zechariah exhorteth to repentance. 

In the eighth month, in the second year of Darius, came the i 
word of the Lord unto Zechariah, the son of Berechiah, the 
son of Iddo the prophet, saying, 

The Lord hath been sore di^leased with your fathers. 2 
Therefore say thou unto them, Thus saith the Lord of hosts; 3 
Turn " ye unto me, saith the Lord of hosts, and I will turn 
unto you, saith the Lord of hosts. 

Be ye not as your fathers, unto whom the former prophets 4 
have cried, saying, Thus saith the Lord of hosts; ® Turn ye 
now from your evil ways, and from your evil doings : but they 
did not hear, nor hearken unto me, saith the Lord. 

Your fathers, where ar^they? and the prophets, do they 5 
live for ever ? 

But my words and my statutes, which I commanded my 6 
servants the prophets, did they not p take hold of your fathers ? 
and they returned and said, ^ Like as the Lord of hosts thought 
to do unto us, according to our ways, and according to our 
doings, so hath he dealt with us. 

HAGGAI II. VER. 10, TO THE END. 

In the four and twentieth day of the ninth month^^^ in the lo 

meeting place between God and man. Christ was the Shechinah, for he dwelt or tabernacled among 
men, the true glory of the Shechinah. The Uriin and Thummim were not required when the 
Messiah was on earth, he only has given those clear oracular answers, which shall ever instruct the 
world ; the others were but typical of that union of light and perfection, which met in him alone. 
Never but in him were united perfect knowledge and perfect holiness. He is the great high priest 
who hath spoken with the mouth of God. The holy fire was not necessary ; it was but typical of 
that eternal flame of devotion, purity, and love, which God requires, and Christ exemplified. The 
spirit of prophecy was not wanted, for on him rested the Spirit without measure. He was the 
prophet like unto Moses, in bringing in a new dispensation : though greater than Moses, for he was 
perfect in himself, and grace and truth are better than the law. Christ united in himself all these 
ornaments of the first temple, and he excelled them all, inasmuch as the substance is superior to 
the shadow. These things, it is true, made the first temple glorious ; but the glory of the second 
temple was indeed greater than that of the first; when Christ, uniting all the realities of which the 
first temple was but typical, presented himself in the second temple to the admiring and wondering 
crowd, as the true Messiah, the expected Hope, and Saviour of Israel. 

All that we know of the prophet Zechariah is, that he was one of the captives who returned to 
Jerusalem on the decree of Cyrus, a contemporary with Haggai, that he began to prophesy two 
months after him, and that he was commissioned as well as Haggai to encourage the Jews in the 
building of their temple. He prophesied about two years ; his last revelation having been delivered 
in the fourth day of the ninth month of the fourth year of Darius Hystaspes, (ch. vii. 1.) Zecha- 
riah therefore probably lived to witness the completion of the temple, which was finished six years 
after. 

Zechariah is quoted as an inspired writer (Matt. xxi. 4, 5.), and the minute accomplishment of 
his own prophecies bears a signal testimony to the truth of that Divine Spirit by which he was 
inspired. 

The prophecy of Zechariah consists of two parts, the first of which concerns the events which 
were then taking place, viz. the restoration of the temple, interspersing predictions relative to the 
advent of the Messiah. The second part comprises prophecies relative to more remote events, par- 
ticularly the coming of Jesus Christ, and the war of the Romans against the Jews. 

In this portion of tbe first chapter he exhorts the Jews to repentance, and to go on with the 
building of the temple. — Gray and Horne in loc. 

On the twenty-fourth day of the ninth month, the Jews, after they had been employed from 


A.C. 620. 


m Heb. toiih 
dupleature. 

n Mai- iii- 7. 


o Is. xxxi.6. 
Jer. iii. 12. & 
xviii. 11. 
£zek. xviii. 
30. Hos. xiv. 
1 . 


p Or, over- 
take. 

q Lam. i. 18. 
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' second year of Darius, came the word of the Lord by Haggai A.c. 520. 

11 the prophet, saying, Thus saith the Lord of hosts; Ask ^ * 

now the priests concerning the law, saying, If one bear holy 

12 flesh in the skirt of his garment, and with his skirt do 
touch bread, or pottage, or wine, or oil, or any meat, shall 

13 it be holy ? And the priests answered and said, No. Then 
said Haggai, If one that is unclean by a dead body touch any 
of these, shall it be unclean? And the priests answered 
and said. It shall be unclean. Then answered Haggai, and 

14 said. So is this people, and so is this nation before me, saith the 
Lord ; and so is every work of their hands ; and that which 

15 they oifer there is unclean. And now, I pray you, consider 
from this day and upward, from before a stone was laid upon 

i6a stone in the temple of the Lord: since those days were, 
when one came to an heap of twenty measures^ there were 
but ten : when one came to the pressfat for to draw out fifty 

17 vessels out of the press, there were but twenty. I smote you ^ ^ 

with blasting and with mildew and with hail in all the labours 

18 of your hands ; yet ye turned not to me, saith the Lord. Con- 
sider now from this day and upward, from the four and twen- 
tieth day of the ninth months even from the day that the founda- 

i9tionof the Lord’s temple was laid, consider 2 L Is the seed 
yet in the barn ? yea, as yet the vine, and the fig tree, and the 
pomegranate, and the olive tree, hath not brought forth : from 
this day wdll I bless you. 

20 And again the word of the Lord came unto Haggai in the 

21 four and twentieth day of the month, saying. Speak to Zerub- 
babel, governor of Judah, saying, I wdll shake the heavens and 

22 the earth ; and I will overthrow' the throne of kingdoms, and I 
will destroy the strength of the kingdoms of the heathen ; and 
I will overthrow the chariots, and those that ride in them ; and 
the horses and their riders shall come down, every one by the 

23 sword of his brother. In that day, saith the Lord of hosts, will 
I take thee, O Zerubbabel, my servant, the son of Shealtiel, 
saith the Lord, and will make thee as a signet: for I have 
chosen thee, saith the Lord of hosts. 

ZECHARIAH I. VER. 7> TO THE END 

7 Upon the four and twentieth day of the eleventh month, which 
is the month Sebat, in the second year of Darius, came the word 


the twenty-fourth day of the sixth month (Haggai i. 1 — 9. and 15.) in preparing materials for the 
temple, proceeded again with the building of it ; whereupon the prophet Haggai promised them 
from God a deliverance from that barrenness of their land with which it had been smitten, and 
plentiful increase of all its fruits for the future. He also delivered unto Zerubbabel a message fironi 
God, of mercy and favour to him. — Prideaux’s Connection, vol. i. p, 267. 

In this prophecy of Zechariah it is predicted that Darius should permit the building of the 
temple (chap. i. 7 — )> and that the Samaritans should be compeUed to suspend their opposition 
to the building (18 — 21). Further, to encourage the Jews in their work, the prophet foretells the 
prosperity of Jerusalem (ii. 1 — 5.), and admonishes the Jews to depart from Babylon before her 

12 
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A.c. 520.^ of the Lord unto Zechariak, the son of Berechiah, the son of 
Iddo the prophet, saying, 

I saw by night, and behold a man riding upon a red 8 
horse, and he stood among the myrtle trees that were in the 
5 Or, bay. fcottom ; and behind him were there red horses, ® speckled, and 
white. 

Then said I, O my lord, what are these? and the angel 9 
that talked with me said unto me, I will shew thee what these 
be. 

And the man that stood among the myrtle trees answered and lo 
said. These are they whom the Lord hath sent to walk to and 
fro through the earth. 

And they answered the an^el of the Lord that stood ii 
among the myrtle trees, and said, We have walked to and fro 
through the earth, and, behold, all the earth sitteth still, and is 
at rest. 

Then the angel of the Lord answered and said, O Lord of 12 
hosts, how long wilt thou not have mercy on Jerusalem and on 
the cities of Judah, against which thou hast had indignation 
these threescore and ten years ? 

And the Lord answered the angel that talked with me with 13 
good words and comfortable words. 

So the angel that communed with me said unto me, Cry thou, 14 
ch. viii. 2 . saying, Thus saith the Lord of liosts; I am * jealous for Jeru- 
salem and for Zion with a great jealousy. 

And I am very sore displeased with the heathen that are at 15 
ease : for I was but a little displeased, and they helped forward 
the affliction. 

Therefore thus saith the Lord ; I am returned to Jerusa- 16 
lem with mercies: my house shall be built in it, saith the 
Lord of hosts, and a line shall be stretched forth upon Jeru- 
salem. 

Cry yet, saying. Thus saith the Lord of hosts; My cities 17 
iHeb.^ood. through '^prosperity shall yet be spread abroad; and the Lord 
shall yet comfort Zion, and shall yet choose Jerusalem. 


destruction (6 — 9.), promising them the divine presence (10 — 13). These promises, though partly 
fulfilled by the prosperity of the Jews under the Maccabees, remain to be still more fully accom- 
plished after the restoration of the Jews, and their conversion to the Gospel. 

The adversaries of the Jews having endeavoured to interrupt their work (Ezra v.), in order to 
encourage them, the restoration of the temple and its service is foretold under the vision of Joshua 
the high priest, arrayed in new sacerdotal attire (iii. 1 — 70 5 whence, by an easy transition, the 
prophet proceeds to set forth the glory of Christ as the chief corner-stone of his church (8 — 10). 

Under the vision of the golden candlestick and two olive trees, is typically represented the success 
of Zerubbabel and Joshua in rebuilding the temple, and restoring its service. 

Under the vision of a flying roll, the divine judgments are denounced against robbery and perjury 
(v. 1 — 4.) ; and the Jews are threatened with a second captivity, if they continue in sin (5 — 11). 

Under the vision of the four chariots, drawn by several sorts of horses, are represented the suc- 
cessions of the Babylonian, Persian, Macedo-Greek, and Roman empires (vi. 1 — 8) : and by the 
two crowns placed upon the head of Joshua, are set forth, primarily, the re-establishment of the civil 
and religious polity of the Jews, under Zerubbabel and Joshua; and secondarily, the high-priest- 
hood, and kingdom of Christ, emphatically termed here ** the Branch.” — Horne’s Crit. Int. 
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18 Then lifted I up mine eyes, and saw, and behold four ^20. 

horns. ' 

19 And I said unto the angel that talked with me, What be these ? 

And he answered me. These are the horns which have scattered 
Judah, Israel, and Jerusalem. 

20 And the Lord shewed me four carpenters. 

21 Then said I, What come these to do ? And he spake, saying, 

These are the horns which have scattered Judah, so that no man 
did lift up his head : but these are come to fray them, to cast out 
the horns of the Gentiles, which lifted up their horn over the 
land of Judah to scatter it. 


ZECHARIAH II. 

I God, in the care of Jerusalem, sendeth to measure it. 6 The redemption of Zion. 10 The 

promise of God's presence. 

1 I lifted up mine eyes again, and looked, and behold a man 
with a measuring line in his hand. 

2 Then said I, Whither goest thou ? And he said unto me, To 
measure Jerusalem, to see what is the breadth thereof, and what 
2.9 the length thereof. 

3 And, behold, the angel that talked with me went forth, and 
another angel went out to meet him, 

4 And said unto him. Run, speak to this young man, saying, 
Jerusalem shall be inhabited as towns without walls for the 
multitude of men and cattle therein : 

5 For I, saith the Lord, will be unto her a wall of fire round 
about, and will be the glory in the midst of her. 

6 Ho, ho, come farth^ and flee from the land of the north, saith 
the Lord : for I have spread you abroad as the four winds of 
the heaven, saith the Lord. 

7 Deliver thyself, O Zion, that dwellest tvith the daughter of 
Babylon. 

8 For thus saith the Lord of hosts; After the glory hath he 

sent me unto the nations which spoiled you : for he that ^ touch- ps 

eth you touche th the apple of his eye. 2^'"- 

9 For, behold, I will shake mine hand upon them, and they shall 
be a spoil to their servants : and ye shall know that the Lord 
of hosts hath sent me. 

10 y Sing and rejoice, O daughter of Zion : for, lo, I come, and ^ 

I *will dwell in the midst of thee, saith the Lord. scLev. xrvi. 

II And many nations shall be joined to the Lord in that day, xxxvii. 27. 
and shall be my people : and I will dwell in the midst of thee, 

and thou shalt know that the Lord of hosts hath sent me unto 
thee. 

12 And the Lord shall inherit Judah his portion in the holy a Heb. the 
land, and shall choose Jerusalem again. 

13 Be silent, O all flesh, before the Lord : for he is raised up 

out of his ^ holy habitation. is. 
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b That is, An 
adversary. 
c Heb. to be 
his adversary. 


d Jude 9. 


e Or, ordi- 
nance. 

f Heb. walks. 


g Heb. men of 
wonder, or, 
sign, as Ezek. 
xii. 1 1 . & 
xxiv. 24. 
h Is. xi. 1. 
Jer. xxiii. 5. 
& xxxiii. 15. 
ch vi. 12. 
Luke i. 78. 


ZECHARIAH III. 

I Under the type of Joshua, the restoration of the church, 8 Christ the Branch is 

promised. 

And he shewed me Joshua the high priest standing before i 
the angel of the Lord, and ^ Satan standing at his right hand 
to resist him. 

And the Lord said unto Satan, The Lord rebuke thee, O 2 
Satan; even the Lord that hath chosen Jerusalem rebuke 
thee : ^ is not this a brand plucked out of the fire ? 

Now Joshua was clothed with filthy garments, and stood be- 3 
fore the angel. 

And he answered and spake unto those that stood be- 4 
fore him, saying, Take away the filthy garments from him. 
And unto him he said. Behold, I have caused thine iniquity 
to pass from thee, and I will clothe thee with change of 
raiment. 

And I said, Let them set a fair mitre upon his head. So they 5 
set a fair mitre upon his head, and clothed him with garments. 
And the angel of the Lord stood by. 

And the angel of the Lord protested unto Joshua, 6 
saying, 

Thus saith the Lord of hosts ; If thou wilt walk in my ways, 7 
and if thou wilt keep my® charge, then thou shalt also judge 
my house, and shalt also keep my courts, and I will give thee 
^places to walk among these that stand by. 

Hear now, O Joshua the high priest, thou, and thy 8 
fellows that sit before thee ; for they are « men wondered 
at : for, behold, I will bring forth my servant the ^ BRANCH. 

For behold the stone that I have laid before Joshua; upon 9 
one stone shall be seven eyes : behold, I will engrave the graving 
thereof, saith the Lord of hosts, and I will remove the iniquity 
of that land in one day. 

In that day, saith the Lord of hosts, shall ye call 10 
every man his neighbour under the vine and under the fig 
tree. 


ZECHARIAH IV. 

1 By the golden candlestick is foreshewed the good success cf ZeruhbabeVs foundation, 
ll By the two olive trees the two aiiointed ones. 

And the angel that talked with me came again, and waked 1 
me, as a man that is wakened out of his sleep. 

And said unto me. What seest thou ? And I said, I have 2 
looked, and behold a candlestick all of gold, ^ with a bowl upon 
the top of it, and his seven lamps thereon, and ^ seven pipes 
^Seia^^^e. to the scvcn lamps, which are upon the top thereof : 

And two olive trees by it, one upon the right side of the 3 
bowl, and the other upon the left side thereof. 
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So I answered and spake to the angel that talked with me, A.c. 520, 
saying, What are these, my lord ? ^ 

Then the angel that talked with me answered and said unto 
me, Knowest tnou not what these be ? And I said, No, my 
lord. 

Then he answered and spake unto me, saying, This is the 
word of the Lord unto Zerubbabel, saying, Not by ' might, i or, army, 
nor by poAver, but by my spirit, saith the Lord of hosts. 

Who art thou, O great mountain ? before Zerubbabel thou 
shalt become a plain : and he shall bring forth the headstone 
thereof with shoutings, crying^ Grace, grace unto it. 

Moreover the word of the Lord came unto me, saying, 

The hands of Zerubbabel have laid the foundation of this 
house ; his hands shall also finish it ; and thou shalt know that 
the Lord of hosts hath sent me unto you. 

For who hath despised the day of small things? “for they 
shall rejoice, and shall see the ^ plummet in the hand of Zerub- o/u^ToTd 
babel with those seven ; ® they are the eyes of the Lord, which 
run to and fro through the whole earth. o'^ch”iii 9 

Then answered I, and said unto him, What are these two 
olive trees upon the right side of the candlestick and upon the 
left side thereof ? 

And I answered again, and said unto him, What he these two 
olive branches which p through the two golden pipes ^ empty ^ the 
golden oil out of themselves ? <i or, empty 

And he answered me and said, Knowest thou not what these selves oil into 
he ? And I said, No, my lord. *rReh^ihe 

Then said he. These are the two ® anointed ones, that stand 
by the Lord of the whole earth. o / ou ' 


ZECHARIAH V. 

By the flying roll is shewed the curse of thieves and swearers. 5 By a woman pressed 
in an ephahj the final damnation of Babylon. 

Then I turned, and lifted up mine eyes, and looked, and be- 
hold a flying roll. 

And he said unto me, What seest thou ? And I answered, I 
see a flying roll ; the length thereof is twenty cubits, and the 
breadth thereof ten cubits. 

Then said he unto me, This is the curse that goeth forth 
over the face of the whole earth : for * every one that stealeth 
shall be cut off as on this side according to it ; and every p^pie thLt 
one that swearetli shall be cut off as on that side according 

to it. doth^^*' ^ ** 

1 will bring it forth, saith the Lord of hosts, and it 
shall enter into the house of the thief, and into the house of 
him tliat sweareth falsely by my name : and it shall remain 
VOL. II. Y y 
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A.c. 620. in the midst of his house, and shall consume it with the timber 
' ' thereof and the stones thereof. 

Then the angel that talked with me went forth, and said 5 
unto me, Lift up now thine eyes, and see what is this that goeth 
forth. 

And I said, What is it ? And he said, This is an ephah that 6 
goeth forth. He said moreover. This is their resemblance 
through all the earth. 

pi?cl And, behold, there was lifted up a “ talent of lead ; and this 7 

is a woman that sitteth in the midst of the ephah. 

And he said, This is wickedness. And he cast it into the 8 

midst of the ephah ; and he cast the weight of lead upon the 
mouth thereof. 

Then lifted I up mine eyes, and looked, and, behold, there 9 
came out two women, and the wind was in their wings ; for they 
had wings like the wings of a stork : and they lifted up the ephali 
between the earth and the heaven. 

Then said I to the angel that talked with me, Whither do lo 
these bear the ephah ? 

And he said unto me, To build an house in the land of Shinar : 1 1 
and it shall be established, and set there upon her own base. 

ZECHARIAH VI, 

I The vision of the four chariots* 9 By the crowns of Joshua is shewed the temple and 
kingdom of Christ the Branch, 

And I turned, and lifted up mine eyes, and looked, and, be- l 
hold, there came four chariots out from between two mountains ; 
and the mountains were mountains of brass. 

In the first chariot were red horses ; and in the second chariot 2 
black horses ; 

And in the third chariot white horses; and in the fourth 3 
> Or, strong, chariot grisled and * bay horses. 

Then I answered and said unto the angel that talked with 4 
me, What are these, my lord ? 

And the angel answered and said unto me. These are the 5 
y Or, winds, four ^ spirits of the heavens, which go forth from standing before 
the Lord of all the earth. 

The black horses which are therein go forth into the north 0 
country ; and the white go forth after them ; and the grisled 
go forth toward the south country. 

And the bay went forth, and sought to go that they might 7 
walk to and fro through the earth : and he said. Get you hence, 
walk two and fro through the earth. So they walked two and 
fro through the earth. 

Then cried he upon me, and spake unto me, saying. Behold, 8 
these that go toward the north country have quieted my spirit 
in the north country. 
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9 And the word of the Lord came unto me, saying, a.c. 620. 

10 Take of them of the captivity, eoen of Heldai, of Tobijah, ' ' 

and of Jedaiah, which are come from Babylon, and come thou 

the same day, and go into the house of Josiah the son of Ze- 
phaniah ; 

1 1 Then take silver and gold, and make crowns, and set them 
upon the head of Joshua the son of Josedech, the high priest; 

12 And speak unto him, saying, Thus speaketh the Lord of 
hosts, saying. Behold the man whose name is the ® BRANCH ; * or 
and he shall® grow up out of his place, and he shall build the up/romun- 
temple of the Lord: 

13 Even he shall build the temple of the Lord; and he shall 
bear the glory, and shall sit and rule upon his throne ; and he 
shall be a priest upon his throne : and the counsel of peace 
shall be between them both. 

14 And the crowns shall be to Helem, and to Tobijah, and to 
Jedaiah, and to Hen the son of Zephaniah, for a memorial in the 
temple of the Lord. 

15 And they that are far off shall come and build in the temple 
of the Lord, and ye shall know that the Lord of hosts hath 
sent me unto you. And this shall come to pass, if ye will dili- 
gently obey the voice of the Lord your God. 

§ 5 . The building of the temple again interruptedy and again resumed^ 

EZRA V. VER. 3, TO THE END. 

3 At the same time came to them Tatnai, governor on this side 
the river, and Shethar-boznai, and their companions, and said 
thus unto them. Who hath commanded you to build this house, 

4 and to make up this wall ? Then said we unto them after this 
manner. What are the names of the men ® that make this build- 

5 ing ? But the eye of their God was upon the elders of the buuding. 
Jews, that they could not cause them to cease, till the matter 
came to Darius : and then they returned answer by letter con- 
cerning this matter. 

6 The copy of the letter that Tatnai, governor on this side 
the river, and Shethar-boznai, and his companions the Apharsa- 
chites, which were on this side the river, sent unto Darius the 

7 king : thejr sent a letter unto him, ^ wherein was written thus ; 

8 Unto Darius the king, all peace. Be it known unto the king, wh^lof. 
that we went into the province of Judea, to the house of the 

S eat God, which is builded with ® great stones, and timber is 
d in the walls, and this work goeth fast on, and prospereth ing. 

9 in their hands. Then asked we those elders, and said unto them 
tlius. Who commanded you to build this house, and to make up 
10 these walls? We asked their names also, to certify thee, that 
we might write the names of the men that were the chief of 
11 them. And thus they returned us answer, saying. We are the 
servants of the God of heaven and earth, and build the house 

Y y 2 
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A C. 619. 
d 1 Kin. vU 

e 2 Kin. 
xxiT. 2. & 
XXV. 8,9. n. 
f ch. i. 1. 


g ch. i. 7, 8. 
& vl. 5. 


h Or, deputy. 


that was builded these many years ago, which a great king of 
Israel builded ^ and set up. But after that our fathers had pro- 12 
yoked the God of heaven unto wrath, he gave them into the 
hand of ® Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon, the Chaldean, 
who destroyed this house, and carried the people away into 
Babylon. But in the first year of ^ Cyrus the king of Babylon 13 
the same king Cyrus made a decree to build this house of God. 
And s^the vessels also of gold and silver of the house of God, 14 
which Nebuchadnezzar took out of the temple that was in Jeru- 
salem, and brought them into the temple of Babylon, those did 
Cyrus the king take out of the temple of Babylon, and they 
were delivered unto one^ whose name was Sheshbazzar, whom 
he had made ^governor; and said unto him, Take these 15 
vessels, go, carry them into the temple that win Jerusalem, and 
let the house of God be builded in this place. Then came the 16 
same Sheshbazzar, and laid the foundation of the house of God 
which is in Jerusalem ; and since that time even until now 
hath it been in building, and yet it is not finished. Now, there- 17 
fore, if it seem good to the king, let there be search made in 
the king’s treasure house, which is there at Babylon, whether 
it be 50, that a decree was made of Cyrus the king to build this 
house of God at Jerusalem, and let the king send his pleasure 
to us concerning this matter. 


EZRA VI. VER. 1 — 13. 

Then Darius the king made a decree, and search was made i 
house of the ' rolls, where the treasures were ^ laid up in 
to descend. Babylon. And there was found at ^ Achmetha, in the palace 2 
orffna provincc of the Medes, a roll, and therein was a 

coffer. record thus written : In the first year of Cyrus the king the 3 
same Cyrus the king made a decree concerning the house of 
God at Jerusalem, Let the house be builded, the place where 
they offered sacrifices, and let the foundations thereof be strongly 
laid; the height thereof threescore cubits, and the breadth 
thereof threescore cubits; with three rows of greatstones, and a row 4 
of new timber ; and let the expences be given out of the king’s 
house : and also let the golden and silver vessels of the house 5 
of God, which Nebuchadnezzar took forth out of the temple 
which is at Jerusalem, and brought unto Babylon, be restored, 
mchaid.^o. and “brought again unto the temple which w at Jerusalem, 
everyone to his place, and place them in the house of God. Now 6 
therrfore^ Tatnai, governor beyond the river, Shethar-boznai, and 
companions the Apharsachites, which are beyond the 
river, be ye fax from thence : let the work of this house of God 7 
alone; let the governor of the Jews and the elders of the Jews 
build this house of Godin his place. Moreover ® I make a 8 
^tf.**'’^**** decree what ye shall do to the elders of these Jews for the 
building of this house of God : that of the king’s goods, even 
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of the tribute beyond the river, forthwith expences be given unto A.C. 519. 

9 these men, that they be not p hindered. And that \^ich they 
have need of, both young bullocks, and rams, and lambs, for ^ 
the burnt offerings of the God of heaven, wheat, salt, wine, 
and oil, according to the appointment of the priests which are 
at Jerusalem, let it be given them day by day without fail: 

10 that they may offer sacrifices ^ of sweet savours unto the God 
of heaven, and pray for the life of the king, and of his sons. 

1 1 Also I have made a decree, that whosoever shall alter this 
word, let timber be pulled down from his house, and being set 
up, ^ let him be hanged thereon ; and let his house be made a 

12 dunghill for this. And the God that hath caused his name to ttroyed. 
dwell there destroy all kings and people, that shall put to their 
hand to alter and to destroy this house of God which is at 
Jerusalem. I Darius have inade a decree ; let it be done with 
speed. 

13 Then Tatnai, governor on this side the river, Shethar-boznai, 
and their companions, according to that which Darius the king 
had sent, so they did speedily. 


1 David praiseth God for the truth of his word, 4 He prophesieth that the kings of the 
earth shall praise God. 7 professeth his confidence in God, 

^ A Psalm of David. 

1 1 will praise thee with my whole heart : ® before the gods » cxix.46. 
will I sing praise unto thee. 

2 I will worship toward thy holy temple, and praise thy name 
for thy lovingkindness and for thy truth : for thou hast magni- 
fied thy word above all thy name. 

3 In the day when I cried thou answeredst me, and strength- 
enedst me with strength in my soul. 

4 All the kings of the earth shall praise thee, O Lord, when 
they hear the words of thy mouth. 

5 Yea, they shall sing in the ways of the Lord : for great is 
the glory of the Lord. 

6 Though the Lord high, yet hath he respect unto, the 
lowly ; but the proud he knoweth afar off. 

7 Though I walk in the midst of trouble, thou wilt revive me : 
thou shall stretch forth thine hand against the wrath of mine 
enemies, and thy right hand shall save me. 

8 The Lord will perfect that which concerneth me : thy mercy, 

O Lord, endureth for ever : forsake not the works of thine 
own hands. 


Psalm cxxxviii. This Psalm is said in the Greek version to have been composed by Haggai or 
Zechariah at the rebuilding of the temple. 
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A.C. 519. 


t Heb. to in- 
treat the face 
of the LORD: 
1 Sam. xiii. 
12. ch. viii. 
21 . 


ZECHARIAH VII 

1 The captives enquire of fasting, 4 Zechariah reproveth their fasting, 8 Sin the 
cattse of their captivity. 

And it came to pass in the fourth year of king Darius, that i 
the word of the Lord came unto Zechariah in the fourth day of 
the ninth month, even in Chisleu ; 

When they had sent unto the house of God Sherezer and 2 
Regem-melech, and their men, ‘ to pray before the Lord, 

And to speak unto the priests which were in the house of the .3 
Lord of hosts, and to the prophets, saying, Should I weep 
in the fifth month, separating myself, as I have done these so 
many years? 

Then came the word of the Lord of hosts unto me, 4 
saying, 

Speak unto all the people of the land, and to the priests, 5 
u Is. iviii. 5. saying, When ye fasted and mourned in the fifth and seventh 
months even those seventy years, did ye at all fast unto me, 
even to me ? 

l^ihey^M when ye did eat, and when ye did drink, * did not ye 6 

’ eat^ryowm/ves, and drink for yourselves? 
these the y Should ye not hear the words which the Lord hath cried * by 7 
Tnth.byihe former prophets, when Jerusalem was inhabited and in 
hand of ^c. prosperity, and the cities thereof round about her, when men 
inhabited the south and the plain ? 

And the word of the Lord came unto Zechariah, 8 


sftyiiiffj 

a Web. Judge Thii« 

judgment of A U Ua 

truth. 


speaketh the Lord of hosts, saying, ^ Execute true 9 
judgment, and shew mercy and compassions every man to his 
brother : 

2if2^2. ^ oppress not the widow, nor the fatherless, the stranger, 10 

17! jer. V.28. nor the poor; and let none of you imagine evil against his 
brother in your heart. 

c woh. they But thev Tcfuscd to hearken, and ® pulled away the shoulder, 11 

gave a back- ^ i • 1 1 i*' 

sliding shout- aud ‘^Stopped their ears, that they should not hear. 

i^eh.made Yea, they made their hearts as an adamant stone, lest they 12 

^heavy. should hear the law, and the words which the Lord of hosts 


The seventh and eighth chapters of the Prophecy of Zechariah were delivered to some Jews 
who had been sent to Jerusalem from their brethren at Babylon, to enquire of the priests and 
prophets whether it was still necessary to observe the fasts that had been instituted on account 
of the destruction of Jerusalem, and which had been observed during the captivity (vii. 1 — 4.) 
—the prophet is commanded to take this occasion of enforcing upon them the weightier matters 
of the law, viz. judgment and mercy, lest the same calamities should befal them which had been 
inflicted upon their fathers for their neglect of those duties (4 — 14.) In the event of their obedience, 
God promises the continuance of his favour (viii. 1 — 8) ; they are encouraged to go on with the 
building, (9 — 17*) and are permitted to discontinue the observance of the fasts which they had kept 
during the captivity (18 — 23.) — Horne’s Grit. Introduc. 
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hath sent in his spirit ® W the former prophets : therefore came A.c. 519. 
a great wrath from the Lord of hosts. 

13 Therefore it is come to pass, thata& he cried, and they would 
not hear ; so ^they cried, and I would not hear, saith the Lord 
of hosts. 

14 But 1 scattered them with a whirlwind among all the nations 
whom they knew not. Thus the land was desolate after them, 
that no man passed through nor returned : for they laid the 
^ pleasant land desolate. 


e Heb. by the 
hand of. 

fProv. i. 28. 
Is. i. 15. Jer. 
xi. 11. & xiv. 
12 . 


ZECHARIAH VIII. 

1 The restoration of Jerusalem. 9 They are encouraged to the building by God's 
favour to them, 16 Good works are required of them. 18 Joy and enlargement are 
•promised. 

1 ^aiR the word of the Lord of hosts came to me, saying, 

2 Tnus saith the Lord of hosts; was jealous for Zion ‘ 

with great jealousy, and I was jealous for her with great fury. 

3 Thus saith the Lord; I am returned unto Zion, and will 
dwell in the midst of Jerusalem : and Jerusalem shall be called 
a city of truth ; and the mountain of the Lord of hosts the holy 
mountain. 

4 Thus saith the Lord of hosts; There shall yet old men and 
old women dwell in the streets of Jerusalem, and every man 

with his staff in his hand * for very age. i Heb. for a 

5 And the streets of the city shall be full of boys and girls 
playing in the streets thereof. 

6 Thus saith the Lord of hosts; If it be ^marvellous 
the eyes of the remnant of this people in these days, should it 
also be marvellous in mine eyes ? saith tlie Lord of hosts. 

7 Thus saith the Lord of hosts ; Behold, I will save my peo- 
ple from the east country, and from ' the west country. i Heb. the 

8 And I will bring them, and they shall dwell in the midst oi'^g^nglolnof 

Jerusalem: and they shall be my people, and I will be their ^ 
God, in truth and in righteousness. cxm. 3 . Mai. 

9 Thus saith the Lord of hosts ; Let your hands be strong, 
ye that hear in these days these words by the mouth of the 

[ )rophets, which were in the day that the foundation of the 
louse of the Lord of hosts was laid, that the temple might be 
built. 

10 For before these days ^ there was no ° hire for man, nor any 
hire for beasts; neither wa^ there any peace to him that went 
out or came in because of the affliction: for 1 set all men every 
one against his neighbour. 

1 1 But now I will not be unto the residue of this people as in 
the former days, saith the Lord of hosts. 

12 For the seed shall ® prosperous ; the vine shall give heroReb. 
fruit, and (ho ground shall give her increase, and the heavens^ 
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519. shall give their dew ; and I will cause the remnant of this 
people to possess all these things. 

And it shall come to pass, that as ye were a curse among i3 
the heathen, O house of Judah, and house of Israel ; so will! 
save you, and ye shall be a blessing : fear not, but let your 
hands be strong. 

For thus saith the Lord of hosts ; As I thought to punish 14 
you, when your fathers provoked me to wrath, saith the Lord 
of hosts, and I repented not : 

So again have I thought in these days to do well unto Jerusa- 15 
lem and to the house of Judah : fear ye not. 
p Eph. iv.25. These are the things that ye shall do ; p Speak ye every man 16 
tr^^andihe ^18 iieighbour ; execute the judgment of truth and 

judg^nt of pcaco in your gates : 

peace. imagine evil in your hearts against his 17 

neighbour ; and love no false oath : for all these are things that 
I hate, saith the Lord. 

And the word of the I.ord of hosts came unto me, saying, is 

Thus saith the Lord of hosts; The fast of the fourth 19 
months and the fast of the fifth, and the fast of the seventh, 
and the fast of the tenth, shall be to the house of Judah joy 
r Or, solemn, and gladness, and chearful ^ feasts ; therefore love the truth and 

or, 

Thus saith the Lord of hosts ; It shall yet come to pass^ that 20 
there shall come people, and the inhabitants of many cities : 

And the inhabitants of one city shall go to another, saying, 21 
8 Is. ii. 3. » Let us go ^ speedily * to pray before tne Lord, and to seek 

t Or, continu- the Lord of hosts : I will go also. 

going. many people and .strong nations shall come to seek the 22 

u]]^uhl°face hosts in Jerusalem, and to pray before the Lord. 

of the LORD. Thus saitli the Lord of hosts; In those days it shall come to 23 
passy that ten men shall take hold out of all languages of the 
nations, even shall take hold of the skirt of him that is a Jew, 
saying. We will go with you : for we have heard that God is 
with you. 

§ 6. Dedication of the second Temple . 

EZRA VI. VER. 14, TO THE END, 

And the elders of the Jews builded, and they prospered 14 

In the sixth year of Darius, according to the Jewish account, and on the 3d day of the 12th 
month, called the month of Adar (which answered to part of the third and part of the fourth month 
of the Babylonish year, and consequently was in the 7th year of Darius, according to the Babylonish 
account,) the building of the temple at Jerusalem was finished, and the dedication of it was 
celebrated by the priests and Levites, and all the rest of Uie congregation of Israel, with great joy 
and solemnity. And, among other sacrifices then offered, there was a sin offering for all Israel of 
twelve he-goats, according to the number of the tribes of Israel ; which fully proves tliat on the 
return of Judah and Benjamin from the Babylonish captivity, some also of each of the other tribes 
of Israel came with them out of Assyria, Babylon, and Media, whither they had been before carried, 
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through the prophesying of Haggai the prophet and Zechariah 516. 
the son of Iddo. And they builded, and finished iV, according 
to the » commandment of the God of Israel, and according to 
the commandment of Cyrus, and Darius, and Artaxerxes king 

15 of Persia. And this house was finished on the third day of the 
month Adar, which was in the sixth year of the reign of Darius 
the king. 

16 And the children of Israel, the priests, and the Levites, and 
the rest of ^ the children of the captivity, kept the dedication of Jow 

17 this house of God with joy, and offered at the dedication of 
this house of God an hundred bullocks, two hundred rams, 
four hundred lambs ; and for a sin offering for all Israel, twelve 

18 he goats, according to the number of the tribes of Israel. And 
they set the priests in their divisions, and the Levites in their 
courses, for the service of God, which is at Jerusalem ; as it 

19 is written in the book of Moses. And the children of the «^riting. 
captivity kept the passover upon the fourteenth day of the first & vur9‘" 

20 month. For the priests and the Levites were purified together, 
all of them were pure, and killed the passover for all the child- 
ren of the captivity, and for their brethren the priests, and for 

21 themselves. And the children of Israel, which were come 
again out of captivity, and all such as had separated themselves 
unto them from the filthiness of the heathen of the land, to 

22 seek the Lord God of Israel, did eat, and kept the feast of 
unleavened bread seven days with joy : for the Lord had made 
them joyful, and turned the heart of the king of Assyria unto 
them, to strengthen their hands in the work of the house of 
God, the God of Israel. 

PSALM XLVIII. 

The ornaments and prixnlegez. of the church. 

^ A Song a7id Psalm ® for the sons of Korah. e Or, of. 

1 Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised in the city of 
our God, in the mountain of his holiness. 

2 Beautiful for situation, the joy of the whole earth, is mount 
Zion, on the sides of the north, the city of the great King. 

3 God is known in her palaces for a refuge. 

4 For, lo, the kings were assembled, they passed by together. 

5 They saw it^ and so they marvelled ; they were troubled, and 
hasted away. 

and, joining with them in the rebuilding of the temple (to which they had originally an equal 
right,) partook also with them in the solemnity of this dedication ; otherwise there is no reason why 
any such offering should have been then made in their behalf. But the most of them that returned 
being of the tribe of Judah, that tribe swallowed up the names of all the rest; for from this time 
the whole people of Israel, of what tribe soever they were, began to be called Jews; and by that 
name they have all of them been ever since known all the world over. 

The temple was 20 years in finishing; from the 2d of Cyrus, when it was first begun, 
to the 7tk of Darius, when it was fully finished.— Prideaux, Connection, Anno 515.— Darius 7* 



698 


PERIOD EIGHTH. [part i. 


A.c. 515. Fear took hold upoa them there, and pain, as of a woman in 6 
travail. 

Thou breakest the ships of Tarshish with an east wind. 7 
As we have heard, so have we seen in the city of the Lord 8 
of hosts, in the city of our God : God will establish it for ever. 
Selah. 

We have thought of thy lovingkindness, O God, in the 9 
midst of thy temple. 

According to thy name, O God, so is thy praise unto the lo 
ends of the earth : thy right hand is full of righteousness. 

Let mount Zion rejoice, let the daughters of Judah be glad, ii 
because of thy judgments. 

Walk about Zion, and go round about her : tell the towers 12 
thereof. 

^ Mark ye well her bulwarks, « consider her palaces ; that ye 13 
her bulwarks, may tell it to the generation following. 

g Or, raue up. 

guide even unto death. 


PSALM LXXXI. 

i An exhortation to a solemn praising of God, 4 God challengeth that duty by reason 

of his benefits. 8 God, exhorting to obedience, complaineth of their disobedience, 

which proveth their oum hurt. 

h Or, for If To the chief Musician upon Gittith, A Psalm ^ of Asaph. 

Asaph. aloud unto God our strength : make a joyful noise unto i 

the God of Jacob. 

Take a psalm, and bring hither the timbrel, the pleasant 2 
harp with the psaltery. 

Blow up the trumpet in the new moon, in the time ap- 3 
pointed, on our solemn feast day. 

For this was a statute for Israel, and a law' of the God of 4 
Jacob. 

This he ordained in Joseph for a testimony, when he went 5 
i Or, against, out ‘ through the land of Egypt : where I heard a language 
that I understood not. 

passed I removed his shoulder from the burden : his hands ^ were 6 
away. delivered from the pots. 

Thou calledst in trouble, and I delivered thee ; I answered 7 
i^Ex.xvii.6, thee in the secret place of thunder: I ^proved thee at the 
ni Or, strife, watcrs of Mcribali. Selah. 

Hear, O my people, and I will testify unto thee : O Israel, 8 
if thou wilt hearken unto me ; 

There shall no strange god be in thee ; neither shalt thou 9 
worship any strange god. 

I am the Lord thy God, which brought thee out of the 10 
land of Egypt : open thy mouth wide, and I will fill it. 

But my people would not hearken to my voice ; and Israel 1 1 
w ould none of me. 
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12 “ So I gave them up ®unto their own hearts’ lust: and they a.c. sis. 

walked in their own counsels. ^ActixivT^ 

13 Oh that my people had hearkened unto me, and Israel 
had walked in my ways ! 

14 I should soon have subdued their enemies, and turned my or imagina- 
hand against their adversaries. 

15 The haters of the Lord should have ^‘isubmitted /etvieS’ol?** 

selves unto him : but their time should have endured for ever, dience. 

16 He should have fed them also ^ with the finest of the wheat : r Heb. mlh 
and with honey out of the rock should I have satisfied thee. 

PSALM CXLVI*\ 

] The psalmist voweth perpetual praises to God. 3 He exhorteth not to trust in man. 

6 God, for his power, justice^ mercy, and kingdom, is only worthy to be trusted. 

1 Praise ® ye the Lord. Praise the Lord, O my soul. 

2 While I livje will I praise the Lord: I will sing praises unto *** 
my God while I have any being. 

3 ^ Put not your trust in princes, nor in the son of man, in 

whom there is no ^help. uOr,*a/i!a 

4 His breath goeth forth, he returneth to his earth ; in that 
very day his thoughts perish. 

5 Happy is he that hath the God of Jacob for his help, whose 
hope is in the Lord his God : 

6 Which made heaven, and earth, the sea, and all that therein 
is : which keepeth truth for ever : 

7 Which executeth judgment for the oppressed: which giveth 
food to the hungry. The Lord looseth the prisoners : 

8 'The Loud openeth the eyes of the blind : the Lord raiseth 
them that are bowed down : the Lord loveth the righteous: 

9 The Lord preserveth the strangers ; he relieveth the father- 
less and widow : but the way of the wicked he turnetli upside 
down. 

10 ^ The Lord shall reign for ever, even thy God, O Zion, x Ex. xv. i&. 
unto all generations. Praise ye the Lord. 

PSALM CXLVII. 

1 The prophet exhorteth to praise God for his care of the church, 4 his power, 6 and his 
mercy : 7 to praise him for his providence : 12 to praise him for his blessings upon the 
kingdom, 15 /or his power over the meteors, 19 and for his ordinances in the church. 

1 Praise ye the Lord : for it is good to sing praise unto our 
God ; for it is pleasant ; and praise is comely. 


Psalms cxlvi. cxlvii. and cxlviii. are placed in this section on the authority of Prideaux. They 
are inserted also both by Dr. Gray and Mr. Horne, with the cxlixth and clth, among those which 
were written on some great deliverance of the Church. The two latter Psalms are so evidently 
written on the same model as those which precede them, that they may be jusUy referred to the 
same period, and to the same occasion. Psalm xlviii. is assigned by the same authorities to some 
season of joy, and its contents appear applicable to this period. The chronology of Psalm Ixxxi. is 
uncertain ; it is supposed to have been couiposed for the feast of trumpets. I have inserted it here; 
from couipaiing its contents with the account of the circuraslanecs attendant on the dedication of 
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y Deut. XXX. 
8 . 

z Heb. griefi. 


a Heb. of his 
undertiand- 
ing there is 
no number. 


b Job 

xxxviii. 41. 
Pb. civ. 27,28. 


c Heb. Who 
maketh thy 
border peace. 
d Heb. fat of 
wheat. 


e Heb. hi$ 
words. 


The Lord doth build up Jerusalem : ^ he gathereth together 2 
the outcasts of Israel. 

He healeth the broken in heart, and bindeth up their * wounds. 3 

He telleth the number of the stars ; he calleth them all by 4 
their names. 

Great is our Lord, and of great power : ® his understanding 5 
is infinite. 

The Lord lifteth up the meek: he casteth the wicked down 6 
to the ground. 

Sing unto the Lord with thanksgiving ; sing praise upon the 7 
harp unto our God : 

Who covereth the heaven with clouds, who prepareth rain 8 
for the earth, who maketh grass to grow upon the mountains. 

^ He giveth to the beast his food, and to the young ravens 9 
which cry. 

He delighteth not in the strength of the horse: he taketh lo 
not pleasure in the legs of a man. 

The Lord taketh pleasure in them that fear him, in those ]i 
that hope in his mercy* 

Praise the Lord, O Jerusalem ; praise thy God, O Zion. 12 

For he hath strengthened the bars of thy gates; he hath 1 3 
blessed thy children within thee. 

He maketh peace in thy borders, and filleth thee with the 14 
^ finest of the wheat. 

He sendeth forth his commandment upon earth : his word 15 
runneth very swiftly. 

He giveth snow like wool: he scattereth the hoarfrost like 16 
ashes. 

He casteth forth his ice like morsels : who can stand before 17 
his cold ? 

He sendeth out his word, and melteth them : he causeth his 18 
wind to blow, and the waters flow. 

He sheweth ® his word unto Jacob, his statutes and his judg- 19 
ments unto Israel. 

He hath not dealt so with any nation : and as for his judg- 20 
ments, they have not known them. Praise ye4he Lord. 


PSALM CXLVIII. 

1 The psalmist exhorteth the celesticUj 7 terrestriaU 1 1 and the rational creatures to 

praise God. 

f Heb. Hal- Praisc ^ yc the Lord. Praise ye the Lord from the heavens : i 
praise him in the heights. 

Praise ye him, all his angels : praise ye him, all his hosts. 2 


the temple. The Psalm seems to be an address to the people, calling upon them to revive the solemn 
festivals which were “ the statutes for Israel, and a law of the God of Jacob. It enumerates their 
past deliverances, and invites the people to join in praises to the God of Jacob. 
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3 Praise ye liim, sun and moon : praise him, all ye stars of A.c. 615. 

light. ' ' ' 

4 Praise him, ye heaven of heavens, and ye waters that he 
above the heavens. 

5 Let them praise the name of the Lord : for he commanded, 
and they were created. 

6 He hath also established them for ever and ever : he hath 
made a decree which shall not pass. 

7 Praise the Lord from the earth, ye dragons, and all deeps : 

8 Fire, and hail ; snow, and vapours ; stormy wind fulfilling his 
word : 

9 Mountains, and all hills ; fruitful trees, and all cedars : 

10 Beasts, and all cattle ; creeping things, and s flying fowl : 

1 1 Kings of the earth, and all people ; princes, and all judges of 
the earth : 

1 2 Both young men, and maidens ; old men, and children : 

13 Let them praise the name of the Lord : for his name alone 
is ^ excellent ; his glory is above the earth and heaven. 

14 He also exalteth the horn of his people, the praise of all his 
saints ; even of the children of Israel, a people near unto him. 

Praise ye the Lord. 


PSALM CXLIX. 

1 The prophet exhorteth to praise God for his love to the churchy 5 and for that power 
which he hath given to the church. 

1 Praise ^ ye the Lord. Sing unto the Lord a new song, 
his praise in the congregation of saints. 

2 Let Israel rejoice in him that made him : let the children of 
Zion be joyful in their King. 

3 Let them praise his name ^ in the dance : let them sing 
praises unto him with the timbrel and harp. 

4 For the Lord taketh pleasure in his people : he will beautify 
the meek with salvation. 

5 Let the saints be joyful in glory : let them sing aloud upon 
their beds. 

6 Let the high praises of God he ^ in their mouth, and a two- \^trihr 0 at, 
edged sword in their hand ; 

7 To execute vengeance upon the heathen, and punishments 
upon the people ; 

8 To bind their kings with chains, and their nobles with fetters 
of iron ; 

9 "'To execute upon them the judgment written : this honour ^Deut. vu. 
have all his saints. Praise ye the Lord, 

PSALM CL. 

1 An exhortation to piraise Gody 3 with all kind of instruments. 

1 Praise " ye the Lord. Praise God in his sanctuary : praise » Hai- 
him in the firmament of his power. 
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A,c. 516.^ Praise him for his mighty acts : praise him according to his 2 
^ excellent greatness. 

o Or, cornet. Praisc him with the sound of the ° trumpet: praise him with 3 
the psaltery and harp. 

p Or, pipe. Praise him with the timbrel and p dance : praise him with 4 
stringed instruments and organs. 

Praise him upon the loud cymbals : praise him upon the high 5 
sounding cymbals. 

Let every thing that hath breath praise the Lord. Praise 6 
ye the Lord. 

PART II. 

From the Dedication of the Second Temple to the Death of 

Haman. 

§ 1. Opposition to the Jews in the Reign of Xerxes **. 

EZRA IV. VER. 6. 

aiieh Ahath- in the reign of ^Ahasuerus, in the beginning of his G 

veroth. reigii, wrote they nnto him an accusation against the inhabitants 
of Judali and Jerusalem. 

§ 2. Opposition to the Jews in the Reign of Artaxerxes Longimanus 

EZRA IV. VER. 7 — 23. 

464. 

a Or, in peace. And in the days of Artaxerxes wrote ® Bishlam, Mithredath 7 

Tabeel, and the rest of their ^ companions, unto Artaxerxes 


22 The contents of this and the following section are placed here on the authority of Dr. Hales, 
who observes, ‘ The whole passage (Ezra iv. 6 — 23.) is an historical anticipation, introduced 
parenthetically into the account of the former opposition of the Samaritans to rebuilding the 
temple, from the time of Cyrus to Darius Hystaspes ; describing their subsequent oppositions to 
rebuilding Jerusalem and its walls, in the ensuing reign of Xerxes and Artaxerxes. It comes in 
between ver. 5, and 24, of this chapter ; of which the latter verse takes up the subject of the 
former again, and the fifth chapter proceeds immediately to the account of rebuilding the temple 
on the exhortation of the prophets Haggai and Zechariah, by Zerubbabel and Jeshua, &c. 

‘ The merit of distinguishing these different oppositions is due to Howe, in his ingenious 
strictures on Richardson’s Dissertations on the Literature of Eastern Nations. See his critical 
observations on books, vol. ii. p. 82, &c.’ — Vide Hale’s Anal. vol. ii. note, p. 524. 

2* There has been much difference of opinion with regard to the Ahasuerus of Scripture. It is 
certain that the Jews were accustomed to distinguish foreign persons by different names from 
those given to them in profane history : and indeed every nation is known to have fallen into 
this custom, in conformity to the genius and pronunciation of its own language. Scaligerc on> 
tends, that Ahasuerus was the same with Xerxes ; because, from a fancied similarity of names 
only, he supposes that his queen Amestris must have been the Esther of Holy Writ. Archbishop 
Usher is of opinion, that Darius Hystaspes was the king Ahasuerus that married Esther; and that 
Atossa was Vashti, and Artystone, Esther. Some, upon grounds equally conjectural, have main- 
tained that Ahasuerus was Cyaxares ; while others again have imagined that he was Cambyses. 
But all these contending opinions are at variance witli the accounts handed down to us by profane 
historians. Prideaux therefore supposes, and with the greatest probability, that Ahasuerus was 
Artaxerxes Longimanus ; in support of which argument he observes ; “ The ancientest and best 
evidences that can be had of this matter, are from the Greek version of the sacred text, called the 

12 
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king of Persia ; and the writing of the letter was written in A.c. 464. 
the Syrian tongue, and interpreted in the Syrian tongue. " 

8 Rehum the chancellor and Shimshai the ® scribe wrote a letter wcr«- 

9 against Jerusalem to Artaxerxes the king in this sort : then 
wrote Rehum the chancellor, and Shimshai the scribe, and the rest 

of their ^ companions ; the Dinaites, the Apharsathchites, the d c^d. w 
Tarpelites, the Apharsites, Archevites, the Babylonians, the *^‘^**‘'* 

10 Susanchites, the Dehavites, and the Elamites, and the rest of 
the nations whom the great and noble Asnapper brought over, 
and set in the cities of Samaria, and the rest that are on this 
side the river, and ®at such a time. 

11 This is the copy of the letter that they sent unto him, even 
unto Artaxerxes the king ; Thy servants the men on this side 

12 the river, and at such a time Be it known unto the king, 
that the Jews which came up from thee to us are come unto 
Jerusalem, building the rebellious and the bad city, and have 

13^ set up the walls thereof^ and ^ joined the foundations. Be it 

known now unto the king, that, if this city be builded, and the ed together. 
walls set up again^ then will they not ^ pay toll, tribute, and ^ 9 '^^- 

custom, and so thou shalt endamage the ^revenue of the kings, strength. 

14 Now because ^we have maintenance from the hinges palace, and 

it was not meet for us to see the king’s dishonour, therefore have with the salt 

15 we sent and certified the king; that search may be made in 
the book of the records of thy fathers : so shalt thou find in the 
book of the records, and know that this city is a rebellious city, 

and hurtful unto kings and provinces, and that they have ' moved ‘ chaid.made. 
sedition ^ within the same of old time : for which cause was •” 

16 this city destroyed. We certify the king that, if this city be thereof. 
builded again, and the walls thereof set up, by this means thou 
shalt have no portion on this side the river. 

17 Then sent the king an answer unto Rehum the chancellor, 
and to Shimshai the scribe, and to the rest of their ” companions 
that dwell in Samaria, and unto the rest beyond the river, 

1 8 Peace, and at such a time. The letter which ye sent unto us 

19 hath been plainly read before me. And ® I commanded, and l^eeus7t. 
search hath been made, and it is found that this city of old time 

hath P made insurrection against kings, and that rebellion and 


Septuagint) the apocryphal additions to the book of Esther, and Josephus ; and all these agree for 
Artaxerxes Longimanus. For Josephus positively tells us it was he ; and the Septuagint, through 
the whole book of Esther, wherever the Hebrew text hath Ahasuerus, translate Artaxerxes ; and 
the apocryphal additions to that book every where call the husband of Esther, Artaxerxes, who 
could be none other than Artaxerxes Longimanus ; for there are several circumstances related of 
him, both in the canonical and apocryphal Esther, which can by no means be applicable to the other 
Artaxerxes, called Mnemon. And Severus Sulpitius, and many other writers, as well of the 
ancients as the moderns, come also into this opinion. And the extraordinary favour and kindness 
which Artaxerxes Longimanus shewed the Jews beyond all the other kings that reigned in Persia, 
first in sending Ezra, and after, Nehemiah, for the repairing of the broken afBedrs of that people in 
Judah and Jerusalem, and the restoring of them again to their ancient prosperity, is what can scarce 
be accounted for on any other reason, but that they had in his bosom such a powerful advocate as 
Esther to solicit for them.” — Prideaux’s Connect, p. 361 ; Dr. Gray. 
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A.C. 464. sedition have been made therein. There have been mighty 20 
V , » kings also over Jerusalem, which have ruled over all countries 

beyond the river; and toll, tribute, and custom, was paid unto 
them. ^ Give ye now commandment to cause these men to 21 
cease, and that this city be not builded, until another command- 
ment shall be given from me. Take heed now that ye fail 22 
not to do this : why should damage grow to the hurt of the 
kings? ^ 

Now when the copy of king Artaxerxes’ letter was read be- 23 
fore Rehum, and Shimshai the scribe, and their companions, 
they went up in haste to Jerusalem unto the Jews, and made 
them to cease ^ by force and power. 


r Chald. by 
arm and 
power. 


§ 3. Artaxerxes divorces his Queen. 


ESTHER I “ 


1 Ahasuerus maketh royal feasts. 10 Vashtiy sent for y refuseth to come. 13 AhasucruSy 
by the counsel of Memucauy maketh the decree of men's sovereignty. 

462. Now it came to pass in the days of Ahasuerus, (this is Aha- i 
suerus which reigned, from India even unto Ethiopia, over art 
hundred and seven and twenty provinces:) that in those days, 2 
when the king Ahjisuerus sat on the throne of his kingdom, 
which was in Shuslian the palace, in the third year of his reign, 3 
he made a feast unto all his princes and his Servian ts ; the power of 
Persia and Media, the nobles and princes of the provinces, being 
before him : when he shewed the riches of his glorious kingdom 4 


2* The book of Esther, which derives its name from the person whose history it chiefly relates, is 
by the Jews termed Megilhth Esther y or the volume of Esther. It has ever been held in the highest 
estimation by the Jews, who place it on the same level with the law of Moses; and they believe, 
that whatever destruction may attend the other sacred writings, the Pentateuch and the book of 
Esther will always be preserved by a special providence. 

Concerning the author of this book, the opinions of biblical critics are so greatly divided, that it is 
difflcult to determine by whom it was written. Somsf ascribe it to the joint labours of the great 
synagogue, who, from the time of Ezra to Simon the Just, superintended the edition and canon of 
Scripture. Philo the Jew assigns it to Joachin, the son of Joshua the high priest, who returned with 
Zerubbabel ; others think it was composed by Mordecai ; and others, again, attribute it to Esther 
and Mordecai Jointly. The two latter conjectures are grounded on the following declaration in 
Esther ix. 20. 23, “ And Mordecai wrote these things, and sent letters unto all the Jews that were in 
all the provinces of king Ahasuerus ; and the Jews undertook to do as they had begun, and as Mor- 
decai had written unto them.” But the context of the passage clearly shows that these words do 
not relate to the book itself, but to the circular letters which Mordecai distributed in the Persian 
provinces. Augustine, and some of the Fathers, suppose that is was written by Ezra ; and this 
opinion appears more probable than any that has been oflered to us. 

But although we have no sufficient evidence to ascertain precisely who was its real author ; there 
is no doubt but that the book itself contains a genuine and faithful account of what actually took 
place ; not only from its admission into the canon of Scripture, but also from the institution of the 
feast of Purim ; which, from its first establishment, has been regularly observed as an annual 
solemnity, on the fourteenth and fifteenth of the month Adar, in commemoration of the great 
deliverance which Esther by her interest had procured for the Jews ; and which is even now cele- 
brated among them with many peculiar ceremonies, and with rejoicings even to intoxication. This 
festival was called Purim, or the feast of lots (Pur, in the Persian language, signifying a lot), from 
the events mentioned in chap. iii. 7> ix. 24. It has been remarked, that the name of God is not 
mentioned throughout this book ; but his superintendent providence is so evidently displayed in 
every transaction recorded in it, that its authenticity on this account cannot be questioned. — 
Dr. Gray’s Key in loc. ; Horne’s Grit. Introd. in loc. 
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and the honour of his excellent majesty many days, even an A.c. 462. 

5 hundred and fourscore days. And when these days were ex- 
pired, the king made a feast unto all the people that were ® pre- » Heb./oit«rf. 
sent in Shushan the palace, both unto great and small, seven 

6 days, in the court of the garden of the king’s palace ; where were 
white, green, and ^blue hangings^ fastened with cords of fine bor, vio/ee. 
linen and purple to silver rings and pillars of marble : the beds 

were of gold and silver, upon a pavement ® of red, and blue, and 

7 white, and black marble. And they gave them drink in vessels marble^ and 
of gold, (the vessels being diverse one from another,) 

^ royal wine in abundance, ® according to the state of the kiner. . 

8 And the drinking was according to the law ; none did compel : of the king- 
for so the king had appointed to all the oflBcers of his house, e Heb.accord- 

9 that they should do according to every man’s pleasure. Also ]!ftheTing!''^ 
Vashti the queen made a feast for the women in the royal house 

which belonged to king Ahasuerus. 

10 On the seventh day, when the heart of the king was merry 
with wine, he commanded Mehuman, Biztha, Harbona, Bigtha, 

and Abagtha, Zethar, and Carcas, the seven ^chamberlains that eunuchs. 

11 served in the presence of Ahasuerus the king, to bring Vashti 
the queen before the king with the crown royal, to shew the 

people and the princes her beauty : for she was^fdiiT to look on. giieh.goodof 

12 But the queen Vashti refused to come at the king’s command- 
ment ^by his chamberlains : therefore was the king very wroth, ^ 

and his anger burned in him. hand o/his 

13 Then the king said to the wdse men, which knew the times, 

(for so was the king’s manner toward all that knew law and 

14 judgment: and the next unto him was Carshena, Shethar, 

Admatha, Tarshish, Meres, Marsena, and Memucan, the 
^ seven princes of Persia and Media, which saw the king’s face, » Ezra vii. h. 

15 and which sat the first in the kingdom;) ^ What shall we do kHeb. what 
unto the queen Vashti according to law, because she hath not 
performed the commandment of the king Ahasuerus by the 

16 chamberlains ? And Memucan answered before the king and 
the princes, Vashti the queen hath not done wrong to the king 
only, but also to all the princes, and to all the people that are 

17 in all the provinces of the king Ahasuerus. For this deed of 
the ^ueen shall come abroad unto all women, so that they shall 
despise their husbands in their eyes, when it shall be reported. 

The king Ahasuerus commanded Vashti the queen to be 

1 8 brought in before him, but she came not. Likewise shall the i Heb. //.# be 
ladies of Persia and Media say this day unto all the king’s 
princes, which have heard of the deed of the queen. Thus miieb. /rom 

\ 9 shall there arise too much contempt and wrath. ^ If it please ^^^ue^y'thant 
the king, let there go a royal commandment ^ from him, and ^^ay'^cLym. 
let it be written among the laws of the Persians and the Medes, ® 

"that it be not altered. That Vashti come no more before o Heb. u»#o 
king Ahasuerus; and let the king give her royal estate ®unto*^r*"^* 
VOL. II. z z 
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p Heb. wtu 
good in the 
eyes of the 
king. 


q Heb. that 
one should 
publish it ac- 
cording to the 
language of 
his people. 


r Heb. unto 
the hand. 

8 Or, Hegai, 
ver. 8. 


t 2Kin.xxiv. 
15. 2 Chr. 
xxxvi. 10. f» 
Jer. xxiv. 1. 
u Or, Jehoia- 
chin, 2 Kin. 
xxiv. 6. 

X Heb. nou- 
rished. 

y Heb. fair of 
form, and 
good of coun- 
tenance. 


z Heb. her 
portions. 

a Heb. he 
changed her. 


b Heb. to 
know the 
peace. 


another that is better than she. And when the king’s decree 20 
which he shall make shall be published throughout all his 
empire, (for it is great,) all the wives shall give to their 
husbands honour, both to great and small. And the saying 21 
P pleased the king and the princes ; and the king did according 
to the word of Memucan : for he sent letters into all the king’s 22 
provinces, into every province according to the writing thereof, 
and to every people after their language, that every man should 
bear rule in his own house, and *1 that it should be published 
according to the language of every people. 

ESTHER II. VER. 1, TO FORMER PART OF VER. 15. 

After these things, when the wrath of king Ahasuerus was i 
appeased, he remembered Vashti, and what she had done, and 
what was decreed against her. Then said the king’s servants 2 
that ministered unto him. Let there be fair young virgins 
sought for the king : and let the king appoint officers in all the 3 
provinces of his kingdom, that they may gather together all 
the fair young virgins unto Shushan the palace, to the house of 
the women, ^ unto the custody of ® Hege the king’s chamber- 
lain, keeper of the women ; and let their things for purification 
be given them : and let the maiden which pleaseth the king be 4 
queen instead of Vashti. And the thing pleased the king ; and 
he did so. 

Now in Shushan the palace there was a certain Jew, whose 5 
name was Mordecai, the son of Jair, the son of Shimei, the son 
of Kish, a Benjamite ; ^ who had been carried away from Jeru- 0 
Salem with the captivity which had been carried away with 
^ Jeconiah king of Judah, w^hom Nebuchadnezzar the king of 
Babylon had carried away. And he ^ brought up Hadassah, 7 
that is Esther, his uncle’s daughter : for she had neither father 
nor mother, and the maid was ^ fair and beautiful ; whom 
Mordecai, when her father and mother were dead, took for his 
own daughter. 

So it came to pass, when the king’s commandment and his s 
decree was heard, and when many maidens were gathered toge- 
ther unto Shushan the palace, to the custody of Hegai, that 
jLSther was brought also unto the king’s house, to the custody 
of Hegai, keeper of the women. And the maiden pleased him, 9 
and she obtained kindness of him ; and he speedily gave her 
her things for purification, with * such things as belonged to her, 
and seven maidens, which were meet to be given her, out of the 
king’s house : and ® he preferred her and her maids unto the 
place of the house of the women. Esther had not shewed 10 
her people nor her kindred : for Mordecai had charged her that 
she should not shew it. And Mordecai walked every day before 11 
the court of the women’s house, ^ to know how Esther did, and 
what should become of her. 

12 
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12 Now when every maid’s turn was come to go in to king A.c. 462. 
Ahasuerus, after that she had been twelve montlis, according 

to the manner of the women, (for so were the days of their 
purifications accomplished, to wit^ six months with oil of myrrh, 
and six months with sweet odours, and with other thin^ for the 

13 purifying of the women ;) then thus came every maiden unto 
the king ; whatsoever she desired was given her to go with her 

1 4 out of the house of the women unto the king’s house. In the 
evening she went, and on the morrow she returned into the 
selbond house of the women, to the custody of Shaashgaz, the 
king’s chamberlain, which kept the concubines : she came in 
unto the king no more, except the king delighted in her, and 
that she were called by name. 

15 Now when the turn of Esther, the daughter of Abihail 
the uncle of Mordecai, who had taken her for his daughter, 
was come to go in unto the king, she required nothing but 
what Hegai the king’s chamberlain, the keeper of the women, 
appointed. 

§ 4. Commission of Ezra 

EZRA VI 1. 

1 Ezra goeth up to Jerusalem, 11 The gracious commission of Artaxerxes to Ezra. 

27 Ezra blesseih God for his favour. 

1 Now after these things, in the reign of Artaxerxes king of 
Persia, Ezra the son of Seraiah, the son of Azariali, the son of 


Ezra probably received his first commission through the interest of Esther ; as a short time 
after it was obtained, she was made queen (compare Esther ii. 16. with vii. 6.) 

From Ezra’s entering upon the work of reforming the Jewish church, the celebrated prophecy of 
the seventy weeks, which is delivered to us in the ninth chapter of Daniel, concerning the coming 
of the Messiah, is to be computed. The words of the prophecy, in our English translation, are as 
follow. 

Ver. 24. “ Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people, and upon thy holy city, to finish the 
transgression, and to make an end of sins, and to make reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in 
everlasting righteousness, and to seal up the vision and prophecy, and to anoint the most Holy 
ver. 25. “ Know, therefore, and understand, that from the going forth of the commandment to 
restore and to build Jerusalem unto the Messiah the Prince shall be seven weeks, and threescore and 
two weeks : the street shall be built again, and the wall, even in troublous times ver. 26. “ And 
after threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but not for himself; and the people of the 
prince that shall come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary ; and the end thereof shall be with a 
flood, and unto the end of the war desolations are determined ver. 27* “ And he shall confirm 
the covenant with many for one week ; and in the midst of the week he shall cause the 
sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and for the overspreading of abominations he shall make it 
desolate, even until the consummation, and that determined shall be poured out upon the 
desolate.” 

And it being of great moment, for the conviction of Jews and other infidels who reject the 
faith of Christ, to have this prophecy well cleared, and made out, in order hereto it is to be 
observed, 

I. That this prophecy doth relate primarily and especially to the Jews. For it expresseth the 
time that was determined upon the people of Daniel, that is, the Jews, and upon the holy city, that 
is, Jerusalem, the whole of which was seventy weeks ; after the expiration of which fore-ordained 
time, an end being put to the Mosaic economy, the Jews should be no longer God’s peculiar people, 
and the worship which he had established at Jerusalem being abolished, that city should be no 
longer a city holy unto him. 

Among the Jews there were sabbatical days, whereby their days were divided into weeks of 
days ; and there were likewise sabbatical years (Levit. xxv. 8.), whereby their years were divided 

z z 2 
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Hilkiah, the son of Shallum, the son of Zadok, the son of Ahitub, 2 
the son of Amariah, the son of Azariah, the son of Meraioth, 3 
the son of Zerahiah, the son of Uzzi, the son of Bukki, the son 4, 5 
of Abishua, the son of Phinehas, the son of Eleazar, the son of 
Aaron the chief priest : this Ezra went up from Babylon ; and 6 
he was a ready scribe in the law of Moses, which the Lord 
God of Israel had given : and the king granted him all his 
request, according to the hand of the Lord his God upon him. 
And there went up some of the children of Israel, and of the 7 
priests, and the Levites, and the singers, and the porters, and 
the Nethinims, unto Jerusalem, in the seventh year of Artaxer- 
xes the king. And he came to Jerusalem in the fifth month, 8 
which i^Jasin the seventh year of the king. For upon the first 9 
day of the first month ^ began he to go up from Babylon, and 
on the first day of the fimi month came he to Jerusalem, ac- 
cording to the good hand of his God upon him. For Ezra had lO 

into weeks of years ; and this last sort of weeks is that which is here mentioned ; so that every one 
of the weeks of this prophecy contains seven years, and the seventy weeks here appointed, denote a 
period of 490 years. At the end of which time, this prophecy was accomplished in the great work 
of our salvation, by the death and resurrection of Christ our Lord, who made, by one oblation 
of Himself, an end of sin, reconciliation for our iniquity, and brought in the law of everlasting 
righteousness. 

Then the Jewish church, and the Jewish worship at Jerusalem, were wholly abolished, the 
kingdom of the Messiah began ; and the Christian church and the Christian worship established, 
and, instead of Jerusalem, every place through the whole earth, where God should be worshipped 
in spirit and in truth, was made holy unto him. The end of these weeks being thus fixed at the 
death of Christ, by which great sacrifice all visions and prophecies were sealed up and fulfilled 
(Dan. ix. 24.), it necessarily determines us to fix the beginning of these weeks 490 years before that 
event. And as most learned men agree that “ Messiah was cut off” in the year of the Julian period 
4746, and in the Jewish month Nisan, if we reckon 490 years backward, this will lead us up to the 
month Nisan, in the year of the Julian period 4256, which was the very year and month in which 
Ezra had his commission from Artaxerxes Longimanus, king of Persia, for his return to Jerusalem, 
there to restore the church and state of the Jews; for that year of the Julian period, according to 
Ptolemy’s canon, was the seventh year of that king’s reign (Ezra vii. 70> which the Scriptures 
tell us his commission was granted. The beginning, therefore, of the seventy weeks, or 490 years 
of this prophecy, was in the month Nisan of the Jewish year, in the seventh year of Artaxerxes 
Longimanus, king of Persia, and in the 4256th year of the Julian period, when Ezra had his com- 
mission ; and the end of them fell in the very same month of Nisan, in the 4746th year of the Julian 
period, in which very year and very month Christ our Lord suffered for us; and thereby completed 
the whole work of our salvation, there being just seventy weeks of years, or 490 years, from the one 
to the other. 

It is evident, then, from the prophecy itself, that these weeks must have their beginning from 
the date of the commission granted to Ezra, because their commencement must be determined by 
the death of Christ. It is expressly stated (Dan. ix. 25.) that they should begin “ from the going 
forth of the commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem which words, therefore, must be 
understood figuratively, as they refer to the ecclesiastical, as well as to the political state of the 
Jews, and to the future re-establishment of both, according to the law of Moses; which great work 
was completely brought about by Ezra, who effected a thorough reformation in church and state. 
For if these words to restore and to build Jerusalem,” are to be taken in their literal signification, 
they must relate to the decree of Cyrus, of whom it was predicted, that he “ should say to Jeru- 
salem, Be thou built, and to the temple. Thy foundations shall be laid,” and the commencement of 
the seventy weeks must be computed from his edict. But they cannot begin at this time, because 
they would then have expired long before even the coming of the Messiah ; and as we are certain, 
from the prophecy itself, that the seventy weeks must begin from one of the edicts granted by the 
kings of Persia in favour of the Jews ; it is evident that they can only have their commence- 
ment from this decree of Artaxerxes, given in the seventh- year of his reign : and that the words “ to 
restore and to build Jerusalem ” must be taken in their figurative signification. See the arguments 
at length, in Prideaux’s Connection, part i. book v. p. 377 — 408. 




PAUT II.] 


COMMISSION OF EZRA. 


709 


prepared his heart to seek the law of the Lord, and to do A.c. 468. 
and to teach in Israel statutes and judgments. ' " ' 

11 Now this is the copy of the letter that the king Artaxerxes 
gave unto Ezra the priest, the scribe, even a scribe of the words 
of the commandments of the Lord, and of his statutes to Israel. 

12 Artaxerxes, king of kings, *^unto Ezra the priest, a scribe 

the law of the God of heaven, perfect peace^ and at such a time, perfect acnbe 

1 3 1 make a decree, that all they of the people of Israel, and 

his priests and Levites, in my realm, which are minded of their *®«t'e«.peace, 

14 own free will to go up to Jerusalem, go with thee. Forasmuch 
as thou art sent ® of the king, and of his seven counsellors, to 
enquire concerning Judah and Jerusalem, ^ according to the 

15 law of thy God which is in thine hand ; and to carry the silver * ^ 
and gold, which the king and his counsellors have freely offered 

16 unto the God of Israel, whose habitation is in Jerusalem, ®and ech. wif. 25 . 
all the silver and gold that thou canst find in all the province of 
Babylon, with the freewill offering of the people, and of the 
priests, offering willingly for the nouse of their God which is 

17 in Jerusalem : that thou mayest buy speedily with this money 
bullocks, rams, lambs, with their meatofferings and their drink 
offerings, and offer them upon the altar of the house of your God 

18 which is in Jerusalem. And whatsoever shall seem good to 
thee, and to thy brethren, to do with the rest of the silver and 

19 the gold, that do after the will of your God. The vessels also 
that are given thee for the service of the house of thy God, 

20 those deliver thou before the God of Jerusalem. And whatso- 
ever more shall be needful for the house of thy God, which 
thou shalt have occasion to bestow, bestow it out of the king’s 

21 treasure house. And I, even I Artaxerxes the king, do maKe 
a decree to all the treasurers, which are beyond the river, that 
whatsoever Ezra the priest, the scribe of the law of the God of 

22 heaven, shall require of you, it be done speedily, unto an hun- 
dred talents of silver, and to an hundred ^ measures of wheat, 
and to an hundred baths of wine, and to an hundred baths of oil, 

23 and salt without prescribing hoio much* ^ Whatsoever is com- 
manded by the God of heaven, let it be diligently done for the 
house of the God of heaven : for why should there be wrath 

24 against the realm of the king and his sons ? Also we certify 
you, that touching any of the priests and Levites, singers, 
porters, Nethinims, or ministers of this house of God, it shall 
not be lawful to impose toll, tribute, or custom, upon them. 

25 And thou, Ezra, after the wisdom of thy God, that is in thine 
hand, set magistrates and judges, which may judge all the peo- 
ple that are b^eyoiid the river, all such as know the laws of thy 

26 God ; and teach ye them that know them not. And who- 
soever will not do the law of thy God, and the law of the king, 
let judgment be executed speedily upon him, whether it be 
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A.c. 468. unto death, or ^ to banishment, or to confiscation of goods, or 
h chaid. to^ to imprisonment. 

rooting out. Blcsscd 1)6 the LoRD God of our fathers, which hath put such 27 
a thing as this in the king’s heart, to beautify the house of the 
Lord which zs in Jerusalem: and hath extended mercy unto 28 
me before the king, and his counsellors, and before all the king’s 
mighty princes. And I was strengthened as the hand of the 
Lord my God was upon me, and 1 gathered together out of 
Israel chief men to go up with me. 

EZRA VIII. 

1 The companions of Ezra who returned from Babylon, 15 He sendeth to Iddo for 
ministers for the temple, 21 He keepeth a fast. 24 He committeth the treasures to 
the custody of the priests, 31 From Ahava they come to Jerusalem, 33 The treasure 
is weighed in the temple. 3G The commission is delivered. 

These are now the chief of their fathers, and this is the i 
genealogy of them that went up with me from Babylon, in the 
reign of Artaxerxes the king. Of the sons of Phinehas; Ger- 2 
shorn : of the sons of Ithamar ; Daniel ; of the sons of David ; 
Hattush. Of the sons of Shechaniah, of the sons of Pharosh ; 3 
Zechariah : and with him were reckoned by genealogy of the 
males an hundred and fifty. Of the sons of Pahath-moab; 4 
Elihoenai the son of Zerahiah, and with him two hundred 
males. Of the sons of Shechaniah; the son of Jahaziel, and 5 
with him three hundred males. Of the sons also of Adin ; Ebed 6 
the son of Jonathan, and with him fifty males. And of the sons of 7 
Elam; Jeshaiah the son of Athaliah, and with him seventy males. 
Andof the sonsof Shephatiah; Zebadiah the son of Michael, and 8 
with him fourscore males. Of the sons of Joab ; Obadiah the son 9 
of Jehiel, and with him two hundred and eighteen males. And of 10 
the sons of Shelomith ; the son of Josiphiah, and with him an 
hundred and threescore males. And of the sons of Bebai ; 1 1 
Zechariah the son of Bebai, and with him twenty and eight 
i Or, the males. And of the sons of Azgad ; Johanan * the son of Hak- 12 
youngest son. hundred Riid tcD males. And of the 13 

last sons of Adonikam, whose names are these, Eliphelet, Jeiel, 
and Shemaiah, and with them threescore males. Of the sons 14 
\OT,zaccur, also of Bigvai ; Uthai, and ^Zabbud, and with them seventy 

as some read. i ® 

males. 

And I gathered them together to the river that runneth to 15 
} Or, pitched. Ahava ; and there ^ abode we in tents three days ; and I viewed 
the people, and the priests, and found there none of the sons of 
Levi. Then sent 1 for Eliezer, for Ariel, for Shemaiah, and 16 
for Elnathan, and for Jarib, and for Elnathan, and for Nathan, 
and for Zechariah, and for Meshullam, chief men ; also for 
m Heb. I put J^i^rib, and for Elnathan, men of understanding. And I sent 17 
words in their them with Commandment unto Iddo the chief at the place Casi- 
rs^.’xiv^ 3 . phia, and ^ I told them what they should say unto Iddo, and 
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to his brethren the Nethinims, at the place Casiphia, that they A.c. 468. 

18 should bring unto us ministers for the house of our God. And 
by the good hand of our God upon us they brought us a man of 
understanding, of the sons of Mahli, the son of Levi, the son of 
Israel ; and Sherebiah, with his sons and his brethren, eighteen ; 

19 and Hashabiah, and with him Jeshaiah, of the sons of Merari, 

20 his brethren and their sons, twenty; ^also of the Nethinims, nseech. ii. 
whom David and the princes had appointed for the service of 

the Levites, two hundred and twenty Nethinims : all of them 
were expressed by name. 

21 Then I proclaimed a fast there, at the river of Ahava, that 
we might afflict ourselves before our God, to seek of him a 
right way for us, and for our little ones, and for all our sub- 

22 stance. For I was ashamed to require of the king a band of 
soldiers and horsemen to help us against the enemy in the way: 
because ^ye had spoken unto the king, saying. The hand of our 
God is upon all them for good that seek him ; but his power 

23 and his wrath is against all them that forsake him. So we 
fasted and besought our God for this : and be was intreated 
of us. 

24 Then I separated twelve of the chief of the priests, Shere- 

25 biah, Hashabiah, and ten of their brethren with them, and 

weighed unto them the silver, and the gold, and the vessels, 
eve?i the offering of the house of our God, which the king, and 
his counsellors, and his lords, and all Israel there present, had 

26 offered : I even weighed unto their hand six hundred and fifty 
talents of silver, and silver vessels an hundred talents, and of 

27 gold an hundred talents ; also twenty basons of gold, of a thou- 
sand drams ; and two vessels of fine copper, p precious as gold, 

28 And I said unto them. Ye a?'e holy unto the Lord; the vessels brass, 
are holy also ; and the silver and the gold are a freewill offering abu. 

29 unto the Lord God of your fathers. Watch ye, and keep 
them^ until ye weigh them before the chief of the priests and 
the Levites, and chief of the fathers of Israel, at Jerusalem, in 

30 the chambers of the house of the Lord. So took the 
priests and the Levites the weight of the silver, and the gold, 
and the vessels, to bring them to Jerusalem unto the house of 
our God. 

31 Then we departed from the river of Ahava on the twelfth 
day of the first month, to go unto Jerusalem : and the hand of 
our God was upon us, and he delivered us from the hand of the 

32 enemy, and of such as lay in wait by the way. And we came 
to Jerusalem, and abode there three days. 

33 Now on the fourth day was the silver and the gold and the 
vessels weighed in the house of our God by the hand of Mere- 
moth the son of Uriah the priest; and with him was Eleazar 
the son of Phinehas; and with them was Jozabad the son of 

34 Jeshua, and Noadiah the son of Binnui, Levites ; by number 
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A C. 458. and bj weight of every one : and all the weight was written at 
' that time. Also the children of those that had been carried 35 
away, which were come out of the captivity, olFered burnt 
oflFerings unto the God of Israel, twelve bullocks for all 
Israel, ninety and six rams, seventy and seven lambs, twelve 
he goats for a sin offering : all this was a burnt offering unto 
the Lord. 

And they delivered the king’s commissions unto the king’s 36 
lieutenants, and to the governors on this side the river : and 
they furthered the people, and the house of God. 

§ 5. Esther made Queen of Persia. 

ESTHER II. LATTER PART OF VER. 15 — 20. 

And Esther obtained favour in the sight of all them that 15 
looked upon her. So Esther was taken unto king Ahasuerus 16 
into his house royal in the tenth month, which is the month 
Tebeth, in the seventh year of his reign. And the king loved 17 
Esther above all the women, and she obtained grace and ^ favour 
b Heb. before ^ in his sight more than all the virgins ; so that he set the royal 
*”*■ crown upon her head, and made her queen instead of Vashti. 

Then the king made a great feast unto all his princes and his 18 
c Heb. rett. servauts, cveu Esther’s feast ; and he made a release to the 
provinces, and gave gifts, according to the state of the king. 
And when the virgins were gathered together the second time, 19 
then Mordecai sat in the king’s gate. Esther had not yet 20 
shewed her kindred nor her people ; as Mordecai had charged 
her: for Esther did the commandment of Mordecai, like as 
when she was brought up with him. 

§ 6. Reformation hy Ezra. 

EZRA IX. 

1 Ezra mourneth for the affinity of the people with strangers. 5 He prayeth unto God 
with confession of sins. 

Now when these things were done, the princes came to me, i 
saying, The people of Israel, and the priests, and the Levites, 
have not separated themselves from the people of the lands, 
doing according to their abominations, even of the Canaanites, 
the Hittites, the Perizzites, the Jebusites, the Ammonites, the 
Moabites, the Egyptians, and the Amorites. For they have 2 
taken of their daughters for themselves, and for their sons : so 
that the holy seed have mingled themselves with the people of 
those lands : yea, the hand of the princes and rulers hath been 
chief in this trespass. And when I heard this thing, I rent my 3 
garment and my mantle, and plucked off the hair of my head 
and of my beard, and sat down astonied. Then were as- 4 
sembled unto me every one that trembled at the words of the 
God of Israel, because of the transgressions of those that had 
been carried away; and I sat astonied until the evening 
sacrifice. 


457 . 


a Or, kind- 
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5 And at the evening sacrifice I arose up from my ^ heavi- A.c. 457- 
ness ; and having rent my garment and my mantle, I fell 

upon my knees, and spread out my hands unto the Lord my 
God, and said, 

6 O my God, I am ashamed and blush to lift up my face to 
thee, my God : for our iniquities are increased over our head, 
and our ^ trespass is grown up unto the heavens. 

7 Since the days of our fathers have we been in a great trespass 
unto this day ; and for our iniquities have we, our kings, and 
our priests, been delivered into the hand of the kings of the 
lands, to the sword, to captivity, and to a spoil, and to con- 
fusion of face, as it is this day. 

8 And now for a ^ little space grace hath been shewed from the 
Lord our God, to leave us a remnant to escape, and to give us 
^ a nail in his holy place, that our God may lighten our eyes, 

and give us a little reviving in our bondage. itant and sure 

11 ® ■ So Is. 

9 h or we were bondmen ; yet our God hath not lorsaken us in xxii. 23. 
our bondage, but hath extended mercy unto us in the sight of 

the kings of Persia, to give us a reviving, to set up the house 
of our God, and ® to repair the desolations thereof, and to give 
us a wall in Judah and in Jerusalem. 

10 And now, O our God, what shall we say after this ? for we 
have forsaken thy commandments, 

11 Which thou hast commanded ^by thy servants the prophets, {f^donhy^ 
saying. The land, unto which ye go to possess it, is an unclean servants. 
land with the filthiness of the people of the lands, with their 
abominations, which have filled it ^ from one end to another ^ /row 

, ’ mouth to 

With their uncleanness. mouth: as 

12 Now therefore ^give not your daughters unto their sons, le. 
neither take their daughters unto your sons, nor seek their 
peace or their wealth for ever : that ye may be strong, and eat 3. 
the good of the land, and leave it for an inheritance to your 
children for ever. 

13 And after all that is come upon us for our evil deeds, and for 
our great trespass, seeing that thou our God ^ hast punished us 

less than our iniquities deserve^ and hast given us such deliver- neathourini- 
ance as this ; ®“*^***' 

14 Should we again break thy commandments, and join affinity 
with the people of these abominations ? wouldest not thou be 
angry with us till thou hadst consumed so that there should 
he no remnant nor escaping ? 

15 O Lord God of Israel, thou art righteous : for we remain 
yet escaped, as it is this day : behold, we are before thee in 
our trespasses: for we cannot stand before thee because of 
this. 
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EZRA X. 


great weep- 
ing. 


1 Heb. to 
bring forth. 


1 Shechaniah encourageth Ezra to reform the strange marriages. 6 Ezra mourning assem- 
bleth the people. 9 The people^ at the exhortation of Ezra, repent, and promise 
amendment. 15 The care to perform it. 18 The names of them which had married 
strange wives. 

A.c. 457 . Now when Ezra had prayed, and when he had confessed, 1 
^ ' weeping and casting himself down before the house of God, 

there assembled unto him out of Israel a very great congrega- 
k Heb.wcp^a tion of men and women aiid children: for the people ^wept 

very sore. And Shechaniah the son of Jehiel, one of the sons 2 
of Elam, answered and said unto Ezra, We have trespassed 
against our God, and have taken strange wives of the people of 
the land: yet now there is hope in Israel concerning this 
thing. Now therefore let us make a covenant with our God 3 
^ to put away all the wives, and such as are born of them, ac- 
cording to the counsel of my lord, and of those that tremble at 
the commandment of our God ; and let it be done according to 
the law. Arise ; for this matter belongeth unto thee : we also 4 
will he with thee : be of good courage, and do it Then arose 5 
Ezra, and made the chief priests, the Levites, and all Israel, to 
swear that they should do according to this word. And they 
sware. 

Then Ezra rose up from before the house of God, and went 6 
into the chamber of Johanan the son of Eliashib : and when he 
came thither, he did eat no bread, nor drink water : for he 
mourned because of the transgression of them that had been 
carried away. And they made proclamation throughout Judah 7 
and Jerusalem unto all the children of the captivity, that they 
should gather themselves together unto Jerusalem : and that 8 
whosoever would not come within three days, according to the 
counsel of the princes and the elders, all his substance should 
be “ forfeited, and himself separated from the congregation of 
those that had been carried away. 

Then all the men of Judah and Benjamin gathered them- 9 
selves together unto Jerusalem within three days. It was the 
ninth month, and the twentieth day of the month ; and all the 
people sat in the street of the house of God, trembling because 
of this matter, and for ” the great rain. And Ezra the priest 10 
stood up, and said unto them, Ye have transgressed, and ° have 
taken strange wives, to increase the trespass of Israel. Now 11 
brought bach, make confession unto the Lord God of your fathers, 

and do his pleasure : and separate yourselves from the people 
of the land, and from the strange wives. Then all the congre- 12 
gation answered and said with a loud voice. As thou hast said, 

Or we have ^'^st we do. But the people are many, and it is a time of 13 

greatly offen- much rain, and we are notable to stand without, neither is this 
thir!^. ^ work of one day or two : for p we are many that have trans- 


m Heb. de 
voted. 


n Heb. the 
showers. 
o Heb. have 
caused to 
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14 gressed in this thing. Let now our rulers of all the congregation A.c. 457- 

stand, and let all uiem which have taken strange wives in our ^ ^ 

cities come at appointed times, and with them the elders of 

every city, and the judges thereof, until the fierce wrath of our 
God P for this matter be turned from us. 

15 Only Jonathan the son of Asahel and Jahaziah the son of dispatched. 
Tikvah ^ were employed about this matter ; and Meshullam and ^ 

16 Shabbethai the Levite helped them. And the children of the 
captivity did so. And Ezra the priest, with certain chief of the 
fathers, after the house of their fathers, and all of them by their 
names, were separated, and sat down in the first day of the 

17 tenth month to examine the matter. And they made an end 
with all the men that had taken strange wives by the first day 
of the first month. 

18 And among the sons of the priests there were found that 
had taken strange wives : namely^ of the sons of Jeshua the son 
of Jozadak, and his brethren; Maaseiah, and Eliezer, and 

19 Jarib, and Gedaliah. And they gave their hands that they 
would put away their wives ; and being guilty, they offered a 

20 ram of the flock for their trespass. And of the sons of Immer ; 

21 Hanani, and Zebadiah. And of the sons of Harim ; Maaseiah, 

22 and Elijah, and Shemaiah, and Jehiel, and Uzziah. And of 
the sons of Pashiir; Elioenai, Maaseiah, Ishmael, Nethaneel, 

23 Jozabad, and Elasah. Also of the Levites ; Jozabad, and 
Shimei, and Kelaiah, (the same is Kelita,) Pethaiah, Judah, 

24 and Eliezer. Of the singers also ; Eliashib : and of the porters ; 

25 Shallum, and Telem, and Uri. Moreover of Israel : of the 
sons of Parosh ; llamiah, and Jeziah, and Malchiah, and Mia- 

26 min, and Eleazar, and Malchijah, and Benaiah, And of the 
sons of Elam ; Mattaniah, Zechariah, and Jehiel, and Abdi, 

27 and Jeremoth, and Eliali. And of the sons of Zattu ; Elioenai, 

Eliashib, Mattaniah, and Jeremoth, and Zabad, and Aziza. 

28 Of the sons also of Bebai ; Jehohanan, Hananiah, Zabbai, and 

29 Athlai. And of the sons of Bani ; Meshullam, Malluch, and 

30 Adaiah, Jashub, and Sheal, and Ramoth. And of the sons 
of Pahath-moab; Adna, and Chelal, Benaiah, Maaseiah, 

31 Mattaniah, Bezaleel, and Binnui, and Manasseh. And 
of the sons of Harim ; Eliezer, Ishijah, Malchiah, Shemaiah, 

32, 33 Shimeon, Benjamin, Malluch, and Shemariah. Of the sons of 
Hashum; Mattenai, Mattathah, Zabad, Eliphelet, Jeremai, 

34 Manasseh, and Shimei. Of the sons of Bani ; Maadai, Amram, 

35, 36and Uel, Benaiah, Bedeiah, Chelluh, Vaniah, Meremoth, 

37, 38 Eliashib, Mattaniah, Mattenai, and Jaasau, and Bani, and 

39 Binnui, Shimei, and Shelemiah, and Nathan, and Adaiah, 

40, 41® Machnadebai, Shashai, Sharai, Azareel, and Shelemiah, s or, 

42, 43 Shemariah, Shallum, Amariah, and Joseph. Of the sons of fngtot^me 
Nebo ; Jeiel, Mattithiah, Zabad, Zebina, Jadau, and Joel, 
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A.C. 467. Benaiah. All these had taken strange wives : and aome of 44 
them had wives by whom they had children. 

Concluding Prophecies of Zechariah, 

ZECHARIAH IX*®. 

1 God defendeth his church. 9 Zion is exhorted to rejoice for the coming of Christ, and 
his peaceable kingdom. 12 God^ s promises of victory and defence. 

The burden of the word of the Lord in the land of Hadrach, i 
and Damascus shall be the rest thereof : when the eyes of man, 
as of all the tribes of Israel, shall be toward the Lord. 


2® There is less certainty with respect to the probable date and place of these latter chapters of 
Zechariah, than of any other chapters in the Old Testament. An expression quoted by St. Matthew, 
(chap, xxvii. 9, 10 ) from Zechariah, is attributed by that Evangelist to Jeremiah. The learned 
Joseph Mede, Dr. Hammond, Bishop Kidder, and some others, assign these chapters to this latter 
prophet. In support of this opinion, the former uses the following arguments, Mede’s Works, p. 
786—833. 

1. “If the contents of the prophecy be weighed, they would in all likelihood be of an elder date 
than the time of Zechariah, namely, before the captivity : for the subjects of them were scarce in 
being after that time. 

2. “ The chapter out of which St. Matthew quotes may seem to have somewhat much unsuitable 
with Zechariah’s time ; as, a prophecy of the destruction of the temple, then, when he was to 
encourage them to build it : and how does the sixth verse of that chapter suit with his time ? 

3. “No Scripture saith they are Zechariah’s, but there is Scripture which saith they are 
Jeremiah’s. 

4. “ Their being united to the other prophecies of Zechariah no more prove them to be his, than 
the adjoining of Agur’s proverbs to Solomon’s, proves they are therefore Solomon’s ; or that all the 
Psalms are David’s, because joined in one volume with David’s Psalms.’’ 

5. Several verbal criticisms on the words used by St. Matthew, when compared with those used 
by Zechariah ; which prove only that the Evangelist quoted according to the sense, and not the 
precise phrases of the prophet. (Compare Matt, xxvii. 9, 10. with Zech. xi. 12, 13. Archbp. New- 
come’s translation.) 

6. The above are selected from observations on several other passages of Scripture, in Epistle 
xxxi. In Epistle Ixi. he resumes the subject. 

“ The titles at the heads of the pages (in the Hebrew Bibles or manuscripts) matter not. The 
Jews wrote in rolls, or volumes, and the title was but once. If aught were added to that roll, of 
similitudinem argumenti, or for any other reason, it had a new title, as that of Agur, or perhaps 
sometimes none, but was dvwvvpov. 

7 . “ That which I fancy or conceive is, that those prophecies against Damascus and the 
Philistines, (chap, ix.) would better befit Jeremiah’s time, of their destruction by Nebuchadnezzar, 
than (if of Zechariah’s time) by Alexander. See the prophecy against Damascus, (Jer. xlix. 23.) 
against the Philistines, (chap, xlvii. 2. and Ezek. xxv. 15.) For where do we find Damascus 
destroyed from Zechariah’s to our Saviour’s time ? For to come under the hands of new masters, 
or to suffer some direption, or pillaging, doth not seem to satisfy the intent of the prophecy. And 
for the Philistines, though it be true that Alexander destroyed Gaza, yet it appears not that any 
such desolation befel Ashkelon, whereby it should not be inhabited : nor should they seem in 
Zechariah’s time to have so well recovered their destruction by Nebuchadnezzar, as to be a subject 
for a new prophecy to that purpose.’’ 

8. “ Tyre had but lately been destroyed by Nebuchadnezzar. The prophecy against this city, 
therefore, would be more suitable to the times of Jeremiah,’’ 

9. “ That which moves me more than all the rest is in chap. xi. (whence that in the Gospel is 
quoted) which contains a prophecy of the destruction of Jerusalem, and a description of the wicked- 
ness of its inhabitants, for which God would give them to the sword, and have no more pity upon them. 
It is expounded of the destruction by Titus ; but methinks such a prophecy was not seasonable for 
Zechariah’s time, (when the city in great part lay in ruins, and the temple had not yet recovered 
herself,) nor agreeable to the scope of Zechariah’s commission, who, together with his colleague 
Haggai, was sent to encourage the people lately returned from the captivity to build the temple, 
and instaurate their commonwealth. Was this a fit time to foretell the destruction of both, while 
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2 And Hamath also shall border thereby ; Tyrus, and Zidon, A.c. 457 . 

though it be very * wise. t Ezek. 

3 And Tyrus did build herself a strong hold, and heaped up 
silver as the dust, and fine gold as the mire of the streets. 


they were yet but building ? and by Zechariab too, who was to encourage them ? Would not this 
better befit the desolation by Nebuchadnezzar ? 

10. “ Jeremiah’s prophecies are digested in no order, but only as it seems they came to light in 
the scribes’ hands, &c. : and why may not some be found till the return from the captivity, and be 
approved by Zechariah, and be added to his volume, according to the time of their finding, and 
approbation by him : and after that, some other prophecies of his ?” 

The argument for assigning the prophecy to the time of Jeremiah, derived from the text of St. 
Matthew, is of the greatest weight. Yet it must be observed, that the word ‘Isps/niov, does not ap- 
pear to have been the original reading of St. Matthew. It might either have been a marginal an- 
notation, which afterwards crept into the text ; or if the name of the prophet Zechariah had been 
written by St. Matthew, and was preserved in the manuscripts in an abbreviated form, that abbre- 
viation may have been mistaken. The Syriac and Persic versions omit the name. Augustine de 
cons. Ev. 3. 7* (quoted by Archbp. Newcome) says, Primo noverit non omnes codices evangeliorum 
habere, quod per Hieremiam, dictum sit, sed tantummodo ‘ per prophetam.’ ” Griesbach prefixes 
to the word 'lepEfiiov his mark, that it should properly be omitted. Lightfoot (Harmony of the N. 
T.) observes, that in the old Bibles, Jeremiah was placed next after the book of Kings and stood 
first in the volume of the prophets. So that when Matthew quotes a text of Zechariah, under the 
name of Jeremiah, he does but cite a text out of the volume of the prophets under his name that 
stood first in that volume. In confirmation of this hypothesis, he refers to Matt. xvi. 14. observing, 
that in the saying Jeremiah, or one of the prophets, there is the same reason why Jeremiah is men- 
tioned by name ; because his name stood first in the volume of the prophets, and so occurred first to 
the mind, when any of the people spoke familiarly of the prophets. 

We learn from Zechariah ii. 4, that, at the commencement of his prophesying, in the second year 
of Darius, he was a very young man. The same word being used in Jeremiah i. 6, and is rendered 
in the authorized translation '‘a child.” He would not be, therefore, more than eighty years old 
when Ezra went up from Babylon to Jerusalem. And as we have already seen that the Spirit of 
God was frequently poured upon his servants on the occurrence of any important occasion, it is not 
unreasonable to suppose, as there is no date assigned to these chapters, and as they have been attri- 
buted to Zechariah both by Ezra and the great Sanhedrim, that they were uttered by him during 
the government of Ezra. The evident difference of style observable in these latter chapters of Zecha- 
riah, when compared with those that precede them, and the great resemblance the former bear to 
the style of Jeremiah, may be accounted for on the supposition, that his first prophecies were delivered 
when be was quite a young man, “ a child and that his last were given probably after a particular 
attention and study of the prophecies of Jeremiah, by which his own expressions were strengthened, 
and his language improved. 

This theory perhaps may be considered as the best solution of the difficulty : it is, however, re- 
jected by Whitby, who seems to incline to the opinion of the learned Joseph Mede, Though it may 
appear presumptuous to submit to the world an opposite opinion to that which has been defended by 
one so eminent, yet I feel that it would be still more so to adopt so considerable an alteration, with- 
out still more powerful and convincing evidence. It will be only necessary, therefore, to state those 
arguments which seem to oppose the hypothesis maintained by Mr. Mede. 

The first merely states the proposition to be proved. 

2. It cannot be proved that Zechariah wrote this chapter at the exact time when be was encourag- 
ing the people to build the temple. The sixth verse may justly be interpreted as a prophecy of the 
destruction of the temple by Titus. 

3. That these chapters have uniformly, without one exception, in one version or MS. been 
given to Zechariah, is more ample proof that they were written by that prophet, than the disputed 
insertion of the word Jeremiah” in Matt, xxvii. 10. 

4. Agur’s name is prefixed to his proverbs ; other names than David’s are prefixed to various 
Psalms. By the same analogy we are fairly warranted in concluding, that if these chapters had been 
written by Jeremiah, his name likewise would have been prefixed to them either by Zechariah, by 
Ezra, or by the great Sanhedrim. 

6. Has been already answered in a former part of the note. 

6*. As there is no new title given to these latter chapters, we may justly conclude they were a con- 
tinuation of the former prophecies of Zechariah. 

7 . Damascus was betrayed into the hands of Parmenio, one of Alexander’s generals, though 
without bloodshed, and it ceased to be a place of importance. This was sufficient to fulfil the 
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A.C. 457. Behold, the Lord will cast her out, and he will smite her 4 
' power in the sea; and she shall be devoured with fire. 

Ashkelon shall see ity and fear ; Gaza also shall see it^ and 5 
be very sorrowful, and Ekron ; for her expectation shall be 
ashamed ; and the king shall perish from Gaza, and Ashkelon 
shall not be inhabited. 

And a bastard shall dwell in Ashdod, and I will cut off the 6 
pride of the Philistines. 

And 1 will take away his ^ blood out of his mouth, and his 7 
abominations from between his teeth : but he that remaineth, 
even he, shall he for our God, and he shall be as a governor in 
Judah, and Ekron as a Jebusite. 

And I will encamp about mine house because of the army, 8 
because of him that passeth by, and because of him that return- 


prophecy. It is not asserted that Damascus should be pillaged, neither is it necessary to suppose 
that its pillage or its violent capture were essential to the accomplishment of the prediction. 
(Zech. ix. 1.) 

The Philistines, after the destruction of Gaza, never recovered their former glory ; and Ashkelon 
shared the fate of the rest of the country. The words, “ it shall not be inhabited,” are figurative : 
and express only extensive desolation, and total political ruin. Thus Ezekiel (chap. xxix. ver. 11.) 
predicts that Egypt should not be inhabited forty years. If this expression be literally interpreted, 
the prophecy has never been fulfilled : but as it signifies only desolation and ruin, it was accomplished 
in the forty years of calamity which succeeded the invasion of Nebuchadnezzar. 

8. Tyre was taken by Nebuchadnezzar in the year 573. If this prophecy was delivered, as we 
suppose, in the year 457, interval of 116 years is allowed for the revival of the Tyrian splendour : 
a space of time amply sufficient to enable a commercial power to recover all its splendour ; particu- 
larly when that power in its first overthrow saved all its richest effects, and enjoyed likewise, 
through the whole of this long time, an uninterrupted peace. The prophecy, however, seems to 
refer to the capture of New Tyre, by Alexander, who built the causeway, and “ smote her power in 
the sea.” (ver. 4.) 

9. That the prophecy of the destruction of Jerusalem by Titus should be delivered at this time, 
was rather to have been expected. The only power in the world that could have assaulted Jerusa- 
lem, and inflicted such disasters upon it, was Persia ; but Persia was now a friendly power, and the 
people would not of course apply the prophecy of Zechariah to Persia. They would refer it to ano- 
ther period ; and thus the prediction would answer a twofold purpose. It would be a pledge to the 
Jews that their city should so far recover as to be again powerful and splendid ; and it was a warn- 
ing to them, and to their children, that the new city should share the fate of the first, if they again 
rebelled against the God who had brought them back to their native country. The argument of 
Mede is founded on the supposition that Zechariah, if he wrote these chapters, must necessarily have 
written them in the first years of his delegation to the prophetic office : but this hypothesis is by no 
means necessary. 

10. Though the prophecies of Jeremiah are undoubtedly “ digested in no order,” yet they were 
most probably collected together by the priests of the temple. They were known to Daniel, for he 
learned from them that the seventy years of their captivity had expired. They were of course known 
to Ezra, who would not, when he edited the Scriptures, have referred to one prophet the labours of 
another. 

It would be easy still further to extend the argument in favour of the hypothesis that Zechariah 
was the author of the prophecies in question, from a comparison of the internal evidence, with the 
period that followed the commission of Ezra, to the time of Christ. From ver. I — 9, in chap. ix. the 
prophet gives a general outline of the conquests of Damascus, Tyre, and Sidon, effected by Alexander, 
and the overthrow of the Philistines, the ancient enemies of the church of God, (ver. 9, 10.) He 
foresees the entrance of the true king of Jerusalem into the city “lowly, and riding upon an ass, and 
upon a colt, the foal of an ass (see Mark xi. 7* Matt. xxi. 5. and John xii. 15.) the walls of which 
the people about him had now begun to rebuild ; and (ver. 13) foretells the victories of the Maccabees 
over the troops of Antiochus, who was of Grecian descent, and further deliverances and successes are 
promised to those that are converted and believe. The theory here adopted is in some measure 
warranted by Lightfoot, (p. 145) who supposes that Zechariah continued to prophesy during the in- 
termediate years between the reformation by Ezra, and the commission of Nehemiah. 
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eth : and no oppressor shall pass through them any more : for A.c. 467. 
now have I seen with mine eyes. " ' 

9 ’^Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; shouf, O daughter ^ is. ixii.ii. 
of Jerusalem: behold, thy King cometh unto thee : he is just, JohnxTil 
and y having salvation ; lowly, and riding upon an ass, and 

upon a colt the foal of an ass. 

10 And I ^ will cut off the chariot from Ephraim, and the horse 
from Jerusalem, and the battle bow shall be cut off : and he 
shall speak peace unto the heathen : and his dominion shall he 

^ from sea even to sea, and from the river even to the ends of the a ps. ixxii. s. 
earth. 

1 1 As for thee also, ^ by the blood of thy covenant I have sent 

forth thy ^prisoners out of the pit wherein 25 no water. by blood ex. 

^ j ^ , 111 • ri XXIV. 8 . Heb. 

12 Turn you to the strong hold, ye prisoners or hope : even to x. 29.&xiii. 

day do I declare that I will render double unto thee ; fis.ixi. i. 

13 When I have bent Judah for me, filled the bow with Ephraim, 
and raised up thy sons, O Zion, against thy sons, O Greece, 
and made thee as the sword of a mighty man. 

14 And the Lord shall be seen over them, and his arrow shall 


go forth as the lightning: and the Lord God shall blow the 
trumpet, and shall go with whirlwinds of the south. 

15 The Lord of hosts shall defend them; and they shall de- 
vour, and ^ subdue with sling stones ; and they shall drink, and 
make a noise as through wine ; and they ® shall be filled like the sling. 
bowls, and as the corners of the altar. 

16 And the Lord their God shall save them in that day as 
the flock of his people : for they shall he as the stones of a 
crown, lifted up as an ensign upon his land. 

17 For how great is his goodness, and how great is his beauty ! 
corn shall make the young men ^cheerful, and new wine the 
maids. 


ZECHARIAH X. 

1 God is to be sought u7ito, and not idols. 5 As he visited his flock for sin^ so he will 
save and restore them. 

1 Ask ye of the Lord rain in the time of the latter rain ; 
so the Lord shall make bright clouds, and give them showers 
of rain, to every one grass in the field. 

2 For the idols ^^have spoken vanity, and the diviners have g Jer. x. 8. 

seen a lie, and have told false dreams ; they comfort in vain : h Heb!/Jr«- 
therefore they went their way as a flock, they * were troubled, 
because there was no shepherd. i or, answer 

3 Mine anger was kindled against the shepherds, and I ^ pun- k Heb. visited 
ished the goats : for the Lord of hosts hath visited his flock 


27 From ver. 1 — 3. prosperity is still promised to the Jews; and from ver. 4. to the end, their vic- 
tories over their enemies are again foretold. It is probable that this prophecy remains to be fully 
accomplished in the final restoration of the Jews. — Horne’s Crit. Introd. 
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A.c. 457. the house of Judali, and hath made them as his goodly horse in 
' the battle. 

Out of him came forth the corner, out of him the nail, 4 
out of him the battle bow, out of him every oppressor together. 

And they shall be as mighty men^ which tread down their 5 
enemies in the mire of the streets in the battle : and they shall 

lor, they fiffht, bccausc the Lord is with them, and Uhe riders on horses 

shall make i n i r j j 

the riders on Shall be coniounded. 

horses asham- j strengthen the house of Judah, and I will save 6 

the house of Joseph, and I will bring them again to place them; 
for I have mercy upon them : and they shall be as though I had 
not cast them oiF : for I am the Lord their God, and will hear 
them. 

And they of Ephraim shall be like a mighty man^ and their 7 
heart shall rejoice as through wine : yea, their children shall 
see it^ and be glad ; their heart shall rejoice in the Lord. 

I will hiss for them, and gather them ; for I have redeemed 8 
them : and they shall increase as they have increased. 

And I will sow them among the people : and they shall re- 9 
member me in far countries ; and they shall live with their 
children, and turn again. 

I will bring them again also out of the land of Egypt, and 10 

f eather them out of Assyria ; and I will bring them into the 
and of Gilead and Lebanon ; and place shall not be found for 
them. 

And he shall pass through the sea with affliction, and shall 1 1 
smite the waves in the sea, and all the deeps of the rivers shall 
dry up : and the pride of Assyria shall be brought down, and 
the sceptre of Egypt shall depart away. 

And I will strengthen them in the Lord ; and they shall 12 
walk up and down in his name, saith the Lord. 

ZECHARIAH XI. 

I The destruction of Jerusalem. 3 The elect being cared for, the rest are rejected. 
10 The staves of Beauty and Bands broken by the rejection of Christ. 15 The type 
and curse of a foolish shepherd. 

Open thy doors, O Lebanon, that the Jire may devour thy i 
cedars. 

m Or, gal' Howl, fir tree ; for the cedar is fallen ; because the “ mighty 2 

n Or,' the de- Spoiled : howl, O ye oaks of Bashan ; for ” the forest of the 

fencedforest. vintage is come down. 

There is a voice of the howling of the shepherds ; for their 3 
glory is foiled : a voice of the roaring of young lions ; for the 
pride of Jordan is spoiled. 

Thus saith the Lord my God; Feed the flock of the 4 
slaughter ; 

Whose possessors slay them, and hold themselves not guilty: 5 
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and they that sell them say. Blessed be the Lord ; for I am 
rich : and their own shepherds pity them not. 

6 For I will no more pity the inhabitants of the land, saith the 
Lord : but, lo, I will ° deliver the men every one into his 
neighbour's hand, and into the hand of his kinff: and they 
shall smite the land, and out of their hand I will not deliver 
them, 

7 And I will feed the flock of slaughter, p even you, O poor of 
the flock. And I took unto me two staves ; the one I called 
Beauty, and the other I called ^ Bands; and I fed the flock. 

8 Three shepherds also I cut off in one month ; and my soul 
lothed them, and their soul also abhorred me. 

9 Then said I, I will not feed you : ® that that dieth, let it die ; 
and that that is to be cut off, let it be cut off ; and let the rest 
eat every one the flesh ^ of another. 

10 And 1 took my staff, even Beauty, and cut it asunder, that 
I might break my covenant which I had made with all the 
people. 

11 And it was broken in that day: and ^so the poor of the 
flock that waited upon me knew that it was the word of the 
Lord. 

12 And I said unto them, ^ If ye think good, give me my price ; 
and if not, forbear. So they ^ weighed for my price thirty 
pieces of silver. 

13 And the Lord said unto me. Cast it unto the potter: a 
goodly price that I was prised at of them. And I took the 
thirty pieces of silver, and cast them to the potter in the house 
of the Lord 

14 Then I cut asunder mine other staff, even ^ Bands, that I 
might break the brotherhood between Judah and Israel. 

15 And the Lord said unto me, ^Take unto thee yet the instru- 
ments of a foolish shepherd. 

16 For, lo, I will raise up a shepherd in the land, which shall 
not visit those that be cut off, neither shall seek the young 
one, nor heal that that is broken, nor ^ feed that that standeth 
still : but he shall eat the flesh of the fat, and tear their claws 
in pieces. 

17 ® Woe to the idol shepherd that leaveth the flock ! the j 
sword shall he upon his arm, and upon his right eye : his arm xxxiv .^2 John 
shall be clean dried up, and his right eye shall be utterly 
darkened. 


A.C. 467. 


o Heb. mak* 
to be found. 


p Or, verily 
the poor. 

q Or, Bindere. 


r Heb. wa$ 
straitened for 
them. 

8 Jer. XV. 2. 
& xliii. 11. 
t Heb. of hit 
fellow, or, 
neighbour. 


u Or, the poor 
of the flock, 
Sfc. certainly 
knew. 

X Heb. //it 
be good in 
your eyes, 
y Matt. xxvi. 
15 

z Matt.xxvii. 
9. 12. 


a Or, Binders. 


b £zek. 
xxxiv.2, 3, 4. 


c Or, hidden. 
d Or bear. 


This prediction was literally fulfilled in the person of Christ. The chapter predicts the rejection 
of the Jews for their rejection of Christ. Lebanon (ver. 1.) is supposed to mean the temple with ita 
cedar buildings, the doors of which, according to Josephus, opened of their own accord before its 
destruction. 


3 a 


TOL. 11. 
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ZECHARIAH XII 

1 Jerusalem a cup qf trembling to herself ^ 3 and a burdensome stone to her adversaries. 

6 The victorious restoring of Judah. 9 The repentance cf Jerusalem. 

A.c. 457. The burden of the word of the Lord for Israel, saith the i 
' * Lord, which stretcheth forth the heavens, and layeth the 

foundation of the earth, and formeth the spirit of man within 
him. 

Bchold, I will make Jerusalem a cup of ^ trembling unto all 2 
^%(r,and'aiso the people round about, ® when they shall be in the siege both 
SSrshaii^he against Judah and against Jerusalem. 

}3ewhichshaii jjj day will 1 make Jerusalem a burdensome stone 3 

against Jem- for all pcople *. all that burden themselves with it shall be cut 
in pieces, though all the people of the earth be gathered to- 
gether against it. 

In that day, saith the Lord, I will smite every horse with 4 
astonishment, and his rider with madness : and I will open 
mine eyes upon the house of Judah, and will smite every horse 
of the people with blindness. 

h Or, There is And the govemors of Judah shall say in their heart, ^The 5 

and*foiie in- inhabitants of Jerusalem shall he my strength in the Lord of 
l^osts their God. 

In that day will I make the governors of Judah like an hearth 6 
of fire among the wood, and like a torch of fire in a sheaf ; and 
they shall devour all the people round about, on the right 
hand and on the left : and Jerusalem shall be inhabited again 
in her own place, even in Jerusalem. 

The Lord also shall save the tents of Judah first, that the 7 

5 lory of the house of David and the glory of the inhabitants of 
erusalem do not magnify themselves against Judah. 

In that day shall the Lord defend the inhabitants of Jeru- 8 
i Or, abject. Salem ; and he that is feeble among them at that day shall be 
k neb./aiien. ^ D^yid ; and the house of David shall he as God, as the 
angel of the Lord before them. 

And it shall come to pass in that day, that I will seek to 9 
destroy all the nations that come against Jerusalem. 

And I will pour upon the house of David, and upon the in- lo 
habitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of supplications : 

I John lix. and they shall ' look upon me whom they have pierced, and 
M^s7. Rev. Qjjg mourn eth for his only son^ and 

shall be in bitterness for him, as one that is in bitterness for 
his firstborn. 

This chapter contains a series of prophecies relating principally to the latter times of the Gos- 
pel. From ver. 1 — 9. is predicted the preservation of Jerusalem against an invasion in the last ages 
of the world) which most commentators think is that of Gog and Magog, more largely described in 
the xxxviiith and xxxixth chapters of Ezekiel. From ver. 10. to the end, the grief of the Jews, on 
their conversion, for their fathers having pierced the Messiah is then foretold. — Horne’s Crit. 
Introd. 


12 
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11 In that day shall there be a ^eat “ mourning in Jerusa- A.c. 467- 
lem, ” as the mourning of Hadadrimmon in the valley of 
Megiddon. 

12 And the land shall mourn, “every family apart; the family oHeb./am»- 
of the house of David apart, and their wives apart; the family 

of the house of Nathan apart, and their wives apart ; 

13 The family of the house of Levi apart, and their wives apart ; 

the family p of Shimei apart, and their wives apart; p or, o/si- 

14 All the families that remain, every family apart, and their lxx.^ 
wives apart, 

ZECHARIAH XIII 

1 The fountain of purgation for Jerusalem^ 2 from idolatry, and false prophecy. ^ The 
death of Christ, and the trial of a third part. 

1 In that day there shall be a fountain opened to the house of 
David and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem for sin and for ^ un- 

cleanneSS. cleanneu. 

2 And it shall come to pass in that day, saith the Lord of 

hosts, that I will ^ cut off the names of the idols out of the rEzek. xxx. 
land, and they shall no more be remembered : and also I will 
cause the prophets and the unclean spirit to pass out of the 
land. 

3 And it shall come to pass, that when any shall yet prophesy, 
then his father and his mother that begat him shall say unto 
him, Thou shalt not live; for thou speakest lies in the name of 
the Lord : and his father and his mother that begat him shall 
thrust him through when he prophesieth. 

4 And it shall come to pass in that day, that the prophets 

shall be ashamed every one of his vision, when he hath pro- 
phesied ; neither shall they wear ® a rough garment * to 
deceive : t Heb. to ue. 

5 But he shall say, I am no prophet, I am an husbandman ; 
for man taught me to keep cattle from my youth. 

6 And one ^all say unto him. What are these wounds in thine 
hatids ? Then he shall answer, Those with which I was wounded 
in the house of my friends. 

7 Awake, O sword, against my shepherd, and against the man 
that is my fellow, saith the Lord of hosts : " smite the shep- 

herd, and the sheep shall be scattered : and I will turn mine 27. * 

hand upon the little ones. 

8 And it shall come to pass, that in all the land, saith the Lord, 
two parts therein shall be cut off and die ; but the third shall be 
left therein. 

9 And I will bring the third part through the fire, and 


This chapter opens (ver. 1.) by predicting the admission of the Jews by baptism, to the privi- 
leges of the Gospel covenant ; and from ver. 2 — 7* their deliverance from the delusions of false 
prophets. In ver. 7* the prophet foreshows the dispersion of Christ’s disciples, and the preservation 
of a small remainder of his converts, whose faith should be tried in affliction. — I^r. Gray in loc. 

3 A 2 




724 


PERIOD EIGHTH. 


[part II. 


A.c. 457. will ^refine them as silver is refined, and will try them as gold 
X 1 Pet. i. 6, is tried; they shall call on my name, and I will hear them: 

I will say, It is my people : and they shall say, The Lord is 
my God. 


y lift. xiii. 9. 


e Or, my 
mountains. 
a Or, when he 
shall touch the 
valley of the 
mountains to 
the place he 
separated. 
b Amos 1. 1. 
c i.e. it shall 
not be clear in 
some places, 
and dark in 
other places 
of the world, 
d Heb. pre- 
cious. 

e Heb. thick- 
ness. 

i Or, the day 
shall be one. 
g Rev. xxii.5. 
h Matt, xxiv, 
36. 

i Is. lx. 19. 
Rev. xxi. 23. 
k Ezek. xlvii. 
1. Joel. iii. 8. 
Rev. xxil. 1. 

1 Or, eastern^ 
Joel ii. 20. 
m Or, com- 
passed. 
n Or, shall 
abide. 


ZECHARIAH XIV 

1 The destroyers of Jerusalem destroyed. 4 The coming of Christ, and the graces of his 
kingdom. 12 The plague of Jerusalem's enemies. 16 The remnant shall turn to the 
Lord, 20 and their spoils shall be holy. 

Behold, y the day of the Lord cometh, and thy spoil shall 1 
be divided in the midst of thee. 

For I will gather all nations against Jerusalem to battle ; 2 
and the city shall be taken, and the houses rifled, and the 
women ravished ; and half of the city shall go forth into capti- 
vity, and the residue of the people shall not be cut off from the 
city. 

Then shall the Lord go forth, and fight against those nations, 3 
as when he fought in the day of battle. 

And his feet shall stand in that day upon the mount of Olives, 4 
which is before Jerusalem on the east, and the mount of Olives 
shall cleave in the midst thereof toward the east and toward 
the west, and there shall be a very great valley ; and half of the 
mountain shall remove toward the north, and half of it toward 
the south. 

And ye shall flee to the valley of ^ the mountains ; ^for the 5 
valley of the mountains shall reach unto Azal : yea, ye shall 
flee, like as ye fled from before the ^ earthquake in the days 
of Uzziah king of Judah ; and the Lord my God shall come, , 
and all the saints with thee. 

And it shall come to pass in that day, ® that the light shall 6 
not be ^ clear, nor ® dark : 

But ^ it shall be «one day ^ which shall be known to the 7 
Lord, not day, nor night : but it shall come to pass, that at 
^ evening time it shall be light. 

^ And it shall be in that day, that living waters shall go out 8 
from Jerusalem ; half of them toward the ^ former sea, and half 
of them toward the hinder sea : in summer and in winter shall 
it be. 

And the Lord shall be king over all the earth : in that day 9 
shall there be one Lord, and his name one. 

All the land shall be ™ turned as a plain from Geba to Rim- 10 
mon south of Jerusalem : and it shall be lifted up, and ” inhab- 
ited in her place, from Benjamin’s gate unto the place of the 


** In this phapter is represented the destruction of Jerusalem by the Romans under Vespasian 
(ver. !♦ 2), the subsequent discomfiture of its enemies (ver. 3). The final and triumphant establish- 
ment of Christ’s righteous kingdom is then foretold, ver. 8, and following verse. And the prophet 
describes these particulars with a clearness which indicated the near approach of the events of 
which be speaks. — Dr. Gray in loc. 
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first gate, unto the corner gate, and the tower of Hananeel A.c. 467- 
unto the king’s winepresses. ' ' " 

11 And men ^all dwell in it, and there shall be no more utter 

destruction ; but Jerusalem ® shall be safely inhabited. Swdi 

12 And this shall be the plague wherewith the Lord will smite 
all the people that have fought against Jerusalem ; Their flesh 
shall consume away while they stand upon their feet, and their 
eyes shall consume away in their holes, and their tongue shall 
consume away in their mouth. 

13 And it shall come to pass in that day, that a great tumult 
from the Lord shall be among them; and they shall lay hold 
every one on the hand of his neighbour, and his hand shall rise 
up against the hand of his neighbour. 

14 And P Judah also shall fight ^ at Jerusalem ; and the wealth 

of all the heathen round about shall be gathered together, gold, thait. 
and silver, and apparel, in great abundance. qOr, apam#/. 

15 And so shall be the plague of the horse, of the mule, of the 
camel, and of the ass, and of all the beasts that shall be in these 
tents, as this plague. 

16 And it shall come to pass, that every one that is left of all 
the nations which came against Jerusalem shall even go up 
from year to year to worship the King, the Lord of hosts, and 
to keep the feast of tabernacles. 

1 7 And it shall be, that whoso will not come up of all the fami- 
lies of the earth unto Jerusalem to worship the King, the Lord 
of hosts, even upon them shall be no rain. 

18 And if the family of Egypt go not up, and come not, that 

hat^e no raia ; there shall be the plague, wherewith the Lord ZnZ. ” 
will smite the heathen that come not up to keep the feast of 
tabernacles. 

19 This shall be the ® punishment of Egypt, and the punish- 
ment of all nations that come not up to keep the feast of taber- 
nacles. 

20 In that day shall there be upon the ^ bells of the horses, ‘ ^*^* *^**^^** 
HOLINESS UNTO THE LORD; and the pots in the 
Lord’s house shall be like the bowls before the altar. 

21 Yea, every pot in Jerusalem and in Judah shall be holiness 
unto the Lord of hosts: and all they that sacrifice shall come 
and take of them, and seethe therein : and in that day there 

shall be no more the Canaanite in the house of the Lord of jtiS. m .V z.** 
hosts. Rev.xxi. 2 ‘ 7 . 

§ 7. Mordecai discovers the Conspiracy against Artajcerxes^^ ^ 

ESTHER II, VER. 21, TO THE END. 

21 In those days, while Mordecai sat in the king’s gate, two of 


& xxii. 15. 


The discovery, by Mordecai, of the plot against the life of Artaxerxes, is supposed by Prideaux 
to have taken place about this year. 
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A,c. 467 . the kinff's chamberlains, ® Bigthan and Teresh, of those which 
aOr» Bigiht kept the door, were wroth, and sought to lay hand on the king 

Ahasuerus. And the thing was known to Mordecai, who told 22 
threshold, it uijto Esther the queen ; and Esther certified the king there^ 

of in Mordecai’s name. And when inquisition was made of 23 
the matter, it was found out ; therefore they were both hanged 
on a tree : and it was written in the book of the chronicles be- 
fore the king. 

§ 8. Flot of Ifaman, and its Defeat. 

ESTHER III. 

1 Hamarii advanced hy the kingy and despised by Mordecai, seeketh revenge upon all the 
Jews. 7 He casteth lots. 8 He ohtaineth hy calumniation a decree of the king to put 
the Jews to death. 

463. After these things did king Ahasuerus promote Haman the i 
son of Hammedatha the Agagite, and advanced him, and set 
his seat above all the princes that were with him. And all the 2 
king’s servants, that were in the king’s gate, bowed, and rever- 
enced Haman: for the king had so commanded concerning him. 
But Mordecai bowed not, nor did him reverence. Then the 3 
king’s servants, which were in the king’s gate, said unto Morde- 
cai, Why transgressest thou the king’s commandment ? Now it 4 
came to pass, when they spake daily unto him, and he heark- 
ened not unto them, that they told Haman, to see whether 
Mordecai’s matters would stand : for he had told them that he 
was a Jew. And when Haman saw that Mordecai bowed not, 5 
nor did him reverence, then was Haman full of wrath. And 6 
he thought scorn to lay hands on Mordecai alone ; for they had 
shewed him the people of Mordecai : wherefore Haman sought 
to destroy all the Jews that were throughout the whole kingdom 
of Ahasuerus, even the people of Mordecai. 

In the first month, that is, the month Nisan, in the twelfth 7 
year of king Ahasuerus, they cast Pur, that is, the lot, before 
Haman from day to day, and from month to month, to the twelfth 
month, ‘that is, the month Adar. 

And Haman said unto king Ahasuerus, There is a certain 8 
people scattered abroad and dispersed among the people in all 
the provinces of thy kingdom ; and their laws are diverse from 
all people ; neither keep they the king’s laws ; therefore it is 
not ®for the king’s profit to suffer them. If it please the king, 9 
let it be written ^ that they may be destroyed : and I will pay 
c Heb. weigh, ten thousand talents of silver to the hands of those that have the 
charge of the business, to bring it into the king’s treasuries. 
And the king took his ring from his hand, and gave it unto 10 
Haman the son of Hammedatha the Agagite, the Jews’ 

^ And the king said unto Haman, 1 he silver is given 1 1 

to thee, the people also, to do with them as it seemeth good to 
tOxy eecre- thee. Then were the king’s ® scribes called on the thirteenth 12 
day of the first month, and there was written according to all 
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that Haman had commanded imto the king’s lieutenants, and 463.^ 

to the governors that were over every province, and to the rulers ^ ' 

of every people of every province, according to the writing 
thereof, and to every people after their language ; in the name 
of king Ahasuerus was it written, and sealed with the king’s 

13 ring. And the letters were sent by posts into all the king’s 
provinces®®, to destroy, to kill, and to cause to perish, all Jews, 
both young and old, little children and women, in one day, even 
upon the thirteenth day of the twelfth month, which is the 

14 month Adar, and to take the spoil of them for a prey. The 
copy of the writing for a commandment to be given in every 
province was published unto all people, that they should be 

15 ready against that day. The post went out, being hastened by 
the king’s commandment, and the decree was given in Shushan 
the palace. And the king and Haman sat down to drink ; but 
the city Shushan was perplexed. 


ESTHER IV. 

1 The great mourning of Mordecai and the Jews. 4 Esther^ understanding itf sendeth 
to Mordecaif who sheweth the cause^ and adviseth her to undertake the suit. 10 She 
excusing herself is threatened by Mordecai. 15 She appointing a fast undertaketh 
the suit. 

1 When Mordecai perceived all that was done, Mordecai rent 
his clothes, and put on sackcloth with ashes, and went out into 
the midst of the city, and cried with a loud and a bitter cry ; 

2 and came even before the king’s gate : for none might enter 

3 into the king’s gate clothed with sackcloth. And in every pro- 
vince, whithersoever the king’s commandment and his decree 
came, there was great mourning among the Jews, and fasting, 
and weeping, and wailing; and ^raany lay in sackcloth 

ashes. ashes were 

4 So Esther’s maids and her ^ chamberlains came and told it 
her. Then was the queen exceedingly grieved; and she sent 
raiment to clothe Mordecai, and to take away his sackcloth g^^eb. ««- 

5 from him : but he received it not. Then called Esther for 
Hatach, one of the kind’s chamberlains, ^ whom he had ap- J 
pointed to attend upon her, and gave him a commandment to fore her. 

6 Mordecai, to know what it was^ and why it was. So Hatach 
went forth to Mordecai unto the street of the city, which was 

7 before the king’s gate. And Mordecai told him of all that had 
happened unto him, and of the sum of the money that Haman 


** The extent of the danger to which the Jews were exposed by the malice of Haman may be 
better understood from considering that the plot was laid against the whole nation, who were all to 
be found at this time within the boundaries of the Persian empire. Judea itself was only one of the 
provinces of Persia. In the subsequent persecutions of the Jews, on being harassed by one monarch 
or government, they were always able to take refuge in the territories of another : but at this period 
of their history it was impossible for them to escape from the universal power of the Persians (com- 
pare chap. iii. 13, 14; vii. 9); if the design of Haman, therefore, had not been frustrated by the 
overruling providence of God, no human means could have saved the visible Church from de- 
struction. 
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AX. 463. had promised to pay to the king’s treasuries for the Jews, to 
' ' destroy them. Also he gave him the copy of the writing of 8 

the decree that was given at Shushan to destroy them, to shew 
it unto Esther, and to declare it unto her, and to charge her 
that she should go in unto the king, to make supplication unto 
him, and to make request before him for her people. And 9 
Hatacli came and told Esther the words of Mordecai. 

Again Esther spake unto Hatach, and gave him command - 10 
ment unto Mordecai ; All the king’s servants, and the people of 1 1 
the king’s provinces, do know, that whosoever, whether man or 
woman, shall come unto the king into the inner court, who is 
not called, there is one law of his to put him to death, except 
such to whom the king shall hold out the golden sceptre, that 
he may live : but I have not been called to come in unto the 
king these thirty days. And they told to Mordecai Esther’s 12 
words. Then Mordecai commanded to answer Esther, Think 13 
not with thyself that thou shalt escape in the king’s house, 
more than all the Jews. For if thou altogether boldest thy 14 
peace at this time, then shall there ^ enlargement and deliver- 
ance arise to the Jews from another place ; but thou and thy 
father’s house shall be destroyed : and who knoweth whether 
thou art come to the kingdom for such a time as this ? 

Then Esther bade them return Mordecai this answer^ Go, 15, 16 
viuh.found, g^ather together all the Jews that are ^ present in Shushan, and 
fast ye for me, and neither eat nor drink three days, night or 
day : I also and my maidens will fast likewise ; and so will I 

f o in unto the king, which is not according to the law : and if 
perish, I perish. So Mordecai ^ went his way, and did ac - 17 
cording to all that Esther had commanded him. 

ESTHER v. 

1 Esther, adverduring on the king's favour^ obtaineth the grace of the golden sceptre, 
and inviteth the king and Haman to a banquet. 6 She, being encouraged by the king 
in her suit, inviteth them to another banquet the next day. 9 Haman, proud of his 
advancement, repineth at the contempt of Mordecai. 14 By the counsel of Zeresh he 
buildethfor him a pair of gallows. 

Now it came to pass on the third day, that Esther put on her i 
royal apparel^ and stood in the inner court of the king’s house, 
over against the king’s house : and the king sat upon his royal 
throne in the royal house, over against the gate of the house. 
And it was so, when the king saw Esther the queen standing 2 
in the court, that she obtained favour in his sight: and the 
king held out to Esther the golden sceptre that was in his 
hand. So Esther drew near, and touched the top of the 
sceptre. Then said the king unto her. What wilt thou, queen 3 
Esther ? and what is thy request ? it shall be even given thee 
to the half of the kingdom. And Esther answered. If it seem 4 
good unto the king, let the king and Haman come this day unto 
the banquet that I have prepared for him. Then the king 5 
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said, Cause Haman to make haste, that he may do as Esther A.c. 453. 
hath said. So the king and Haman came to the banquet that ^ ^ 

Esther had prepared. 

6 And the king said unto Esther at the banquet of wine. What 
is thy petition r and it shall be granted thee : and what is thy 
request ? even to the half of the kingdom it shall be performed. 

7 Then answered Esther, and said, My petition and my request 

8 is ; If I have found favour in the sight of the king, and if it 

please the king to grant my petition, and “'to perform my re- mUeh. to do. 
quest, let the king and Haman come to the banquet that I 
shall prepare for them, and 1 will do to morrow as the king 
hath said. 

9 Then went Haman forth that day joyful and with a glad 
heart : but when Haman saw Mordecai in the king’s gate, that 
he stood not up, nor moved for him, he was full of indignation 

10 against Mordecai. Nevertheless Haman refrained himself: 
and when he came home, he sent and “ called for his friends, 

Hand Zeresh his wife. And Haman told them of the glory of 
his riches, and the multitude of his children, and all the things 
wherein the king had promoted him, and how he had advanced 

12 him above the princes and servants of the king. Haman said 
moreover, Yea, Esther the queen did let no man come in with 
the king unto the banquet that she had prepared but myself ; 

13 and to morrow am I invited unto her also with the king. Yet 
all this availeth me nothing, so long as I see Mordecai the Jew 
sitting at the king’s gate. 

14 Then said Zeresh his wife and all his friends unto him. 

Let a ® gallows be made of fifty cubits high, and to morrow ® 
speak thou unto the king that Mordecai may be hanged 
thereon : then go thou in merrily with the king unto the 
banquet. And the thing pleased Haman ; and he caused the 
gallows to be made. 


ESTHER VI. 

1 Ahasuerus, reading in the chronicles of the good sendee done by Mordecai^ taketh care 
for his reward. 4 Haman, coming to sue that Mordecai might he hanged, unawares 
giveth counsel that he might do him honour. 12 Complaining of his misfortune, his 
friends tell him of his filial destiny. 

1 On that night ^ could not the king sleep, and he commanded 

to bring the book of records of the chronicles ; and they were away. 

2 read before the king. And it was found written, that Mordecai 
had told of ^ Bigthana and Teresh, two of the king’s chamber- 
lains, the keepers of the '^door, who sought to lay hand on the 21 . ' 

3 king Ahasuerus. And the king said. What honour and dignity 
hath been done to Mordecai for this ? Then said the king’s 
servants that ministered unto him, There is nothing done for 
him. 

4 And the king said, Who is in the court ? Now Haman was 
come into the outward court of the king’s house, to speak unto 



730 


PERIOD EIGHTH. 


[part II. 


A.C. 468. the king to hang Mordecai on the gallows that he had prepared 

* for him. And the king’s servants said unto him, Behold, 5 
Haman standeth in the court. And the king said, Let him 
come in. So Haman came in. And the king said unto him, 6 
lohJI^’honour What shall be done unto the man ® whom the king delighteth to 
honour? Now Haman thought in his heart, To whom would 
the king delight to do honour more than to myself? And 7 
\^o$«hmour Haman answered the king, For the man * whom the king 

^®l*gkteth to honour, '^let the royal apparel be brought ^ which 8 
u Heb. Let the king useth to wear, and ^ tne horse that the king rideth 
folatappirei. upou, uud the crown royal which is set upon his head : and let 9 
this apparel and horse be delivered to the hand of one of the 
clothed him- king 8 most noble princes, that they may array the man withal 
Ti kin. i. 33 . whom the king delighteth to honour, and ^ bring him on horse- 
hi^totidl^ back through the street of the city, and proclaim before him. 
Thus shall it be done to the man whom the king delighteth to 
honour. Then the king said to Haman, Make haste, and take lo 
the apparel and the horse, as thou hast said, and do even so to 
nSTwkuTo Mordecai the Jew, that sitteth at the king’s gate : ® let nothing 
fail of all that thou hast spoken. Then took Haman the ap- 1 1 
parel and the horse, and arrayed Mordecai, and brought him 
on horseback through the street of the city, and proclaimed 
before him, Thus shall it be done unto the man whom the 
king delighteth to honour. 

And Mordecai came again to the king’s gate. But Haman 12 
hasted to his house mourning, and having his head covered. 
And Haman told Zeresh his wife and all his friends every thinff 13 
that had befallen him. Then said his wise men and Zeresh 
his wife unto him, If Mordecai he of the seed of the Jews, be- 
fore whom thou hast begun to fall, thou shalt not prevail 
against him, but shalt surely fall before him. And while they 14 
were yet talking with him, came the king’s chamberlains, and 
hasted to bring Haman unto the banquet that Esther had 
prepared. 


ESTHER vli. 


1 Esther f entertaining the king and Haman ^ maketk suit for her own life and her people's. 
5 She accuseth Haman. 7 The king in his anger ^ understanding of the gallows which 
Haman had made for Mordecai^ causeih him to be hanged thereon. 

^ So the king and Haman came ^ to banquet with Esther the i 
queen. And the king said again unto Esther on the second 2 
day at the banquet of wine, What is thy petition, queen 
Esther ? and it shall be granted thee : and what is thy request ? 
and it shall be performed, even to the half of the kingdom. 
Then Esther the queen answered and said, If I have found 3 
favour in thy sight, O king, and if it please the king, let my 
kuumdcate given me at my petition, and my people at my request : 

to perish. fof we are sold, I and my people, ® to be destroyed, to be slain, 4 
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and to perish. But if we had been sold for bondmen and bond- A.c. 453. 
women, I had held my tongue, although the enemy could not ^ ' 

countervail the king’s damage. 

5 Then the king Ahasuerus answered and said unto Esther the 
queen. Who is he, and where is he, ^ that durst presume in his 

6 heart to do so ? And Esther said, ® The adversary and enemy { ^eb 

is this wicked Haman. Then Haman was afraid ^ before the man adver- 
king and the queen. Tot\aithe 

7 And the king arising from the banquet of wine in his wrath 
went into the palace garden : and Haman stood up to make re- 
quest for his life to Esther the queen ; for he saw that there 

8 was evil determined against him by the king. Then the king 
returned out of the palace garden into the place of the banquet 
of wine ; and Haman was fallen upon the bed whereon Esther 
was* Then said the king, Will be force the queen also ^ before 
me in the house ? As the word went out of the king’s mouth, 

9 they covered Haman ’s face. And Harbonah, one of the 
chamberlains, said before the king, Behold also, the ^ gallows h Heb. uee. 
fifty cubits high, which Haman had made for Mordecai, who 

had spoken good for the king, standeth in the house of Haman. 

10 Then the king said, Hang him thereon. So they hanged 
Haman on the gallows that he had prepared for Mordecai. 

Then was the king’s wrath pacified. 

ESTHER VIII. 

1 Mordecai is advanced. 3 Esther maketk suit to reverse Haman*s letters. 7 Aha- 
suerus granteth to the Jews to defend themselves. 15 MordecaVs honour ^ and the 
Jews’ joy. 

1 On that day did the king Ahasuerus give the house of Ha- 
man the Jews’ enemy unto Esther the queen. And Mordecai 
came before the king ; for Esther had told what he was unto 

2 her. And the king took off his ring, which he had taken from 
Haman, and gave it unto Mordecai. And Esther set Mordecai 
over the house of Haman. 

3 And Esther spake yet jgain before the king, and fell down 
at his feet, ^ and besought him with tears to put away the mis- j 
chief of Haman the Agagite, and his device that he had devised 

4 against the Jews. Then the king held out the golden sceptre 
toward Esther. So Esther arose, and stood before the king, 

5 and said. If it please the king, and if I have found favour in 
his sight, and the thing seem right before the king, and I be 
pleasing in his eyes, let it be written to reverse ^ the letters 
devised by Haman the son of Hammedatha the Agagite, ' which i or, who 
he wrote to destroy the Jews which are in all the king’s pro- 

6 vinces : for how can I ^ endure to see the evil that shml come 
unto my people ? or how can I endure to see the destruction of 
my kindred r 

7 Then the king Ahasuerus said unto Esther the queen and to 



732 


PERIOD EIGHTH. 


[part ii. 


A.c. 463 . Mordecai the Jew, Behold, I have given Esther the house of 
^ Haman, and him they have hanged upon the gallows, because 
he laid his hand upon the Jews. Write ye also for the Jews, 8 
as it liketh you, in the king’s name, and seal it with the king’s 
ring : for the writing which is written in the king’s name, and 
“9®** sealed with the king’s ring, “ may no man reverse. Then were 9 
the king’s scribes called at that time in the third month, that is, 
the month Sivan, on the three and twentieth dai/ thereof; and 
it was written according to all that Mordecai commanded unto 
the Jews, and to the lieutenants, and the deputies and rulers of 
the provinces which are from India unto Ethiopia, an hundred 
twenty and seven provinces, unto every province according to 
the writing thereof, and unto every people after their language, 
and to the Jews according to their wTiting, and according to 
their language. And he wrote in the king Ahasiierus’ name, 10 
and sealed it with the king’s ring, and sent letters by posts on 
horseback, and riders on mules, camels, and young drome- 
daries : wherein the king granted the Jews which were in 11 
every city to gather themselves together, and to stand for their 
life, to destroy, to slay, and to cause to perish, all the power of 
the people and province that would assault them, both little ones 
and women, and to take the spoil of them for a prey, upon one 12 
day in all the provinces of king Ahasuerus, namely, upon the 
thirteenth day of the twelfth month, which is the month Adar. 
The copy of the writing for a commandment to be given in 13 
0 Heb. every province was "published unto all people, and that the 
Jews should be ready against that day to avenge themselves 
on their enemies. So the posts that rode upon mules andw 
camels went out, being hastened and pressed on by the king’s 
commandment. And the decree was given at Shushan the 
palace. 

And Mordecai went out from the presence of the king in 15 
p Or, vio/tff. royal apparel of p blue and white, and with a great crown of 
gold, and with a garment of fine linen and purple : and the city 
of Shushan rejoiced and was glad. The Jews had light, and 16 
gladness, and joy, and honour. And in every province, and in 17 
every city, whithersoever the king’s commandment and his de- 
cree came, the Jews had joy and gladness, a feast and a good 
day. And many of the people of the land became Jews ; for 
the fear of the Jews fell upon them. 

ESTHER IX. 

1 The Jews ( the rulers, for fear of Mordecai, helping them) slay their enemies, with the 
ten sons of Haman, 12 Ahasuerus, at the request of Esther, granteth another day of 
slaughter, and Haman' s sons to he hanged, 20 The two days of Purim are made 
festival, 

462 . Now in the twelfth month, that is, the month Adar, on the i 
thirteenth day of the same, when the king’s commandment and 
his decree drew" near to be put in execution. In the day that the 
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enemies of the Jews hoped to have power over them, (though it A.C. 452. 
was turned to the contrary, that the Jews had rule over them ' ' ' 

2 that hated them ;) the Jews gathered themselves together in 
their cities throughout all the provinces of the king Anasuerus, 
to lay hand on such as sought their hurt : and no man could 

3 withstand them ; for the fear of them fell upon all people. And 
all the rulers of the provinces, and the lieutenants, and the 
deputies, and ^ officers of the king, helped the Jews ; because 

4 the fear of Mordecai fell upon them. For Mordecai was great hutineas that 
in the king’s house, and his fame went out throughout all the tL^kUig. 
provinces ; for this man Mordecai waxed greater and greater. 

5 Thus the Jews smote all their enemies with the stroke of the 
sword, and slaughter, and destruction, and did ^ what they 

6 would unto those that hated them. And in Shushan the palace vjui. 

7 the Jews slew and destroyed five hundred men. And Par- 

8 shandatha, and Dalphon, and Aspatha, and Poratha, and Ada- 

9 lia, and Aridatha, and Parmashta, and Arisai, and Aridai, and 

10 Vajezatha, the ten sons of Haman the son of Hammedatha, the 
enemy of the Jews, slew they ; but on the spoil laid they not 

11 their hand. On that day the number of those that were slain 

in Shushan the palace ® was brought before the king. sUeb. cawff. 

12 And the king said unto Esther the queen. The Jews have 
slain and destroyed five hundred men in Shushan the palace, 
and the ten sons of Haman ; what have they done in the rest of 
the king’s provinces ? now what is thy petition ? and it shall be 
granted thee: or what is thy request further? and it shall be 

13 done. Then said Esther, If it please the king, let it be 
granted to the Jews which are in Shushan to do to morrow also 
according unto this day’s decree, and ^ let Hainan’s ten sons be ^ 

14 hanged upon the gallows. And the king commanded it so to 
be done : and the decree was given at Shushan ; and they 

15 hanged Haman’s ten sons. For the Jews that were in Shushan 
gathered themselves together on the fourteenth dav also of the 
month Adar, and slew three hundred men at Shuslian ; but on 

16 the prey they laid not tl\eir hand. But the other Jews that 
v:ere in the king’s provinces gathered themselves together, and 
stood for their lives, and had rest from their enemies, and slew 
of their foes seventy and five thousand, but they laid not their 

17 hands on the prey, on the thirteenth day of the month Adar; 

and on the fourteenth day " of the same rested they, and made uHeb. *n«. 

18 it a day of feasting and gladness. But the Jews that were at 
Shushan assembled together on the thirteenth day thereof, and 
on the fourteenth thereof ; and on the fifteenth day of the same 

19 they rested, and made it a day of feasting and gladness. There- 
fore the Jews of the villages, that dwelt in the unw 2 Jled towns, 
made the fourteenth day of the month Adar * a day gladness 
and feasting, and a good day, and of sending portions one to 
another. 
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y Heb. eru»h, 
2 Heb. when 
the came. 


a That is, 
Lot. 


b Heb. pass. 


c Heb. pass. 

d Heb. be 
ended. 
e Heb. all 
strength. 


f Heb. /or 
their souls. 


And MordecaL wrote these things, and sent letters unto all 20 
the Jews that were in all the provinces of the king Ahasuerus, 
both nigh and far, to stablish this among them, that they should 21 
keep the fourteenth day of the month Adar, and the fif- 
teenth day of the same, yearly, as the days wherein the Jews 22 
rested from their enemies, and the month which was turned 
unto them from sorrow to joy, and from mourning into a good 
day : that they should make them days of feasting and joy, and 
of sending portions one to another, and gifts to the poor. And 23 
the Jews undertook to do as they had begun, and as Mordecai 
had written unto them ; because Haman the son of Hammeda- 24 
tha, the Agagite, the enemy of all the Jews, had devised against 
the Jews to destroy them, and had cast Pur, that is^ the lot, 
to y consume them, and to destroy them ; but ^ when Esther 25 
came before the king, he commanded by letters that his wicked 
device, which he devised against the Jews, should return upon 
his own head, and that he and his sons should be hanged on 
the gallows. Wherefore they called these days Purim after the 26 
name of ^ Pur. Therefore all the words of this letter, and of 
that which they had seen concerning this matter, and which 
had come unto them, the Jews ordained, and took upon them, 27 
and upon their seed, and upon all such as joined themselves 
unto them, so as it should not ^ fail, that they would keep these 
two days according to their writing, and according to their 
appointed time every year ; and that these days should he re- 28 
membered and kept throughout every generation, every family, 
every province, and every city; and that these days of Purim 
should not ® fail from among the Jews, nor the memorial of them 
^perish from their seed. Then Esther the queen, the daugh-29 
ter of Abihail, and Mordecai the Jew, wrote with ® all authority, 
to confirm this second letter of Purim. And he sent the letters 30 
unto all the Jews, to the hundred twenty and seven provinces of 
the kingdom of Ahasuerus, with words of peace and truth, 
to confirm these days of Purim in their times appointed^ accord- 3l 
ing as Mordecai the Jew and Esther the queen had enjoined 
them, and as they had decreed ^for themselves and for their 
seed, the matters of the fastings and their cry. And the de- 32 
cree of Esther confirmed these matters of Purim ; and it was 
written in the book. 


ESTHER X. 

1 Ahasuerus' s greatness. 3 Mordecai' s advancement. 

And the king Ahasuerus laid a tribute upon the land, and i 
upon the isles of the sea. And all the acts of his power and of 2 
his might, and the declaration of the greatness of Mordecai, 
whereunto the king « advanced him, are they not written in the 
book of the chronicles of the kings of Media and Persia ? 
For Mordecai the Jew urns next unto king Ahasuerus, and 3 
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great among the Jews, and accepted of the multitude of his A.c. 452. 
brethren, seeking the wealth of his people, and speaking peace ^ ^ * 

to all his seed. 


PART III. 

From the Reformation^ hy Nehemiah^ to the closing of the 

Canon. 

§ 1. First Commission of Nehemiah^*. 

NEHEMIAH I. 

1 Nehemiahf understanding hy Hanani the misery of Jerusalem^ mourneth, fasteth, and 
prayeth. 5 His prayer. 

1 The words of Nehemiah the son of Hachaliah. And it came 446. 
to pass in the month Chisleu, in the twentieth year, as I was 


The commission of Ezra continued till the end of the year 446: at which time he was super- 
seded by Nehemiah, who was high in office at the court of Persia, and was sent to Jerusalem with 
greater powers than were possessed by Ezra. These two great reformers, however, were not divided 
by any inferior jealousy ; they co-operated zealously together, and completely re-established the 
Jewish polity, both in church and state. 

The book of Nehemiah is in some versions termed the second book of Ezra or Esdras, from an 
opinion which anciently obtained, and was adopted by Athanasius, Epiphanius, Chrysostom, and 
other eminent Fathers of the church, that Ezra was the author of this book. In the modern Hebrew 
Bibles it has the name of Nehemiah prefixed to it, which is also retained in our English Bibles. 

That Nehemiah, who was cup-bearer to Artaxerxes Longimanus, was the author of this book, 
there cannot be any reasonable doubt ; the whole of it being written in his name, and, what is very 
unusual, when compared with the preceding sacred historians, in the first person. The insertion of 
the greater part of the register in ch. xii. 1 — 26 (which is thought to militate against this generally 
received opinion), may be accounted for by supposing it either to have been added by some subse- 
quent author, or perhaps by the authority of the great synagogue : for it seems to be unconnected 
with the narrative of Nehemiah, and ascribes to him a degree of longevity which appears scarcely 
credible. 

Nehemiah was the son of Hachaliah, and, according to some writers, was of the tribe of Levi ; but, 
in the opinion of others, of the royal house of Judah : as the office he held in the Persian court 
(that of cup-bearer) was a post of great honour and influence, it is certain that he was a man of 
illustrious family ; and of his integrity, prudence, and piety, the whole of this book presents abundant 
evidence. He arrived at Jerusalem thirteen years after Ezra, with the rank of governor of the 
province, and vested with full power and authority to encourage the rebuilding of the walls of that 
city, and to promote the welfare of his countrymen in every possible way. 

Having governed Judea for twelve years (Neh. xiii. 6), Nehemiah returned to his royal patron 
(2 — 6), and after a short absence, he obtained permission to go back again to his country, where he 
is supposed to have spent the remainder of his life. 

Nehemiah was probably the last governor appointed by the kings of Persia: after his time Judea 
was governed by the high priests under the Persian, Macedo-Grecian, Asmonean, and Roman 
dynasties, till the destruction of their city and temple. 

It is supposed to have been chiefly owing to the influence of Esther, that Ezra and Nehemiah 
were permitted by Artaxerxes Longimanus to rebuild Jerusalem, and restore the ecclesiastical and 
civil polity of the Jews. Dr. Hales, however, is of opinion, that the conduct of Artaxerxes respecting 
the Jews may be accounted for upon sound political principles, and not merely from regard to the 
solicitations of his cup-bearer (Nehemiah), or the influence of his queen. 

Four years before Nehemiah rebuilt the city, Artaxerxes suffered the celebrated defeat of his forces 
by Cimon, the Athenian general, which compelled him to make an inglorious peace, upon the humi- 
liating conditions that the Persians should be excluded from the whole line of sea-coast within three 
days journey, and precluded from keeping a garrison in any of the maritime towns. On account of 
this treaty it became a matter of state necessity to conciliate the J ews, and attach them to the Persian 
interest by further privileges ; that the Persians might have the benefit of the fortified town of 
Jerusalem, which was within three days journey of the sea, and at the same time opened to them a 
most important pass for communication between Persia and Egypt. — Vide Hales’ Anal. vol. if. 
p. 528. 
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A.c. 446. in Shushan the palace, that Hanani, one of my brethren, came, 2 
V certain men of Judah ; and I asked them concerning the 

Jews that had escaped, which were left of the captivity, and 
concerning Jerusalem. And they said unto me, The remnant 3 
that are left of the captivity there in the province are in great 
Kin.xxv. and reproach: the wall of Jerusalem also ^ broken 

down, and the gates thereof are burned with fire. 

And it came to pass, when 1 heard these words, that I sat 4 
down and wept, and mourned certain days, and fasted, and 
b Dan. ix. 4. prayed before the God of heaven, and said, I beseech thee, ^ O 5 
Lord God of heaven, the great and terrible God, that keepeth 
covenant and mercy for them that love him and observe his 
commandments : let thine ear now be attentive, and thine eyes 6 
open, that thou may est hear the prayer of thy servant, which I pray 
before thee now, day and night, for the children of Israel thy 
servants, and confess the sins of the children of Israel, which 
we have sinned against thee : both I and my father’s house 
have sinned. We have dealt very corruptly against thee, and 7 
have not kept the commandments, nor the statutes, nor the 
judgments, which thou commandedst thy servant Moses. 
Remember, I beseech thee, the word that thou commandedst 8 
thy servant Moses, saying, ^Ifye transgress, I will scatter you 
abroad among the nations: but if ye turn unto me, and keep 9 
ciDeut.xxi. jjjy commandments, and do them; ^though there were of you 
cast out unto the uttermost part of the heaven, yet will I 
gather them from thence, and will bring them unto the place 
that I have chosen to set my name there. Now these are lo 
thy servants and thy people, whom thou hast redeemed by thy 
great power, and by thy strong hand. O Lord, I beseech ii 
thee, let now thine ear be attentive to the prayer of thy 
servant, and to the prayer of thy servants, who desire to fear 
thy name : and to prosper, I pray thee, thy servant this day, and 
grant him mercy in the sight of this man. For I was the king’s 
cupbearer. 


NEHEMIAH II. VER. 1 11. 

And it came to pass in the month Nisan, in the twentieth i 
year of Artaxerxes the king, that wine was before him : and I 
took up the wine, and gave it unto the king. Now I had not 
been heforetime sad in his presence. Wherefore the king said 2 
unto me. Why is thy countenance sad, seeing thou art not 
sick ? this is nothing else but sorrow of heart. Then I was 
very sore afraid, and said unto the king. Let the king live for 3 
ever : why should not my countenance be sad, when the city, 
the place of my fathers’ sepulchres, lieth waste, and the gates 
thereof are consumed with fire ? Then the king said unto me, 4 
For what dost thou make request? So I prayed to the God of 
heaven. And I said unto the king, If it please the king, and 6 
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if thy servant have found favour in thy sight, that thou would- A.c. 446. 
est send me unto Judah, unto the city of my fathers’ sepulchres, ^ ^ ' 

6 that I may build it. And the king said unto me, (the ® queen « Heb.ioi/e. 
also sitting by him,) For how long shall thy journey be? and 

when wilt thou return ? So it pleased the king to send me ; 

7 and I set him a time. Moreover I said unto the king. If it 
please the king, let letters be given me to the governors beyond 
the river, that they may convey me over till I come into Judah ; 

8 and a letter unto Asaph the keeper of the king’s forest, tliat he 
may give me timber to make beams for the gates of the palace 
which appertained to the house, and for the wall of the city, and 
for the house that I shall enter into. And the king granted me, 
according to the good hand of my God upon me. 

9 Then! came to the governors beyond the river, and gave 
them the king’s letters. Now the king had sent captains 

10 of the army and horsemen with me. When Sanballat the 
Horonite, and Tobiah the servant, the Ammonite, heard of it^ 
it grieved them exceedingly that there was come a man to seek 

11 the welfare of the children of Israel. So I came to Jerusalem, 
and was there three days. 

I 

§ 2. The Walls of Jerusalem Rebuilt. 

NEHEMIAH II. VER. 12, TO THE END. 

12 And I arose in the night, I and some few men with me; 
neither told I any man what my God had put in my heart to 
do at Jerusalem; neither was there any beast with me, save the 

13 beast that I rode upon. And I went out by night by the gate 
of the valley, even before the dragon well, and to the dung 
port, and viewed the walls of Jerusalem, which were broken 

14 down, and the gates thereof were consumed with fire. Then 
I went on to the gate of the fountain, and to the king’s pool : 
but there was no place for the beast that was under me to pass. 

15 Then went I up in the night by the brook, and viewed the 
wall, and turned back, and entered by the gate of the valley, 

16 and so returned. And the rulers knew not whither I went, or 
what I did ; neither had I as yet told it to the Jews, nor to 
the priests, nor to the nobles, nor to the rulers, nor to the rest 
that did the work. 

17 Then said I unto them. Ye see the distress that we are in, 
how Jerusalem lieth waste, and the gates thereof are burned 
with fire : come, and let us build up the wall of Jerusalem, that 

18 we be no more a reproach. Then I told them of the hand of 
my God which was good upon me ; as also the king’s words 
that he had spoken unto me. And they said, Let us rise up 
and build. So they strengthened their hands for this good 

'igwork. But when Sanballat the Horonite, and Tobiah the 
VOL. II. 3 B 
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A.c. 445. servant, the Ammonite, and Geshem the Arabian, heard lY, 

' * they laughed us to scorn, and despised us, and said, What 

is this thing that ye do ? will ye rebel against the king i 
Then answered 1 them, and said unto them, The God 20 
of heaven, he will prosper us; therefore we his servants will 
arise and build : but ye have no portion, nor right, nor memorial, 
in Jerusalem. 


NEHEMIAH IIT. 

The names and order of them that builded the wall. 

Then Eliashib the high priest rose up with his brethren the l 
priests, and they builded the sheep gate; they sanctified it, 
and set up the doors of it; even unto the tower of Meah, they 
a Jer. xxxi. sanctified it, unto the tower of ^ Hananeel. And ^ next unto 2 
bHeb.a/Aw builded the men of Jericho. And next to them builded 
hand. Zaccur the son of Imri. But the fish gate did the sons of 3 
Hassenaah build, who also laid the beams thereof, and set up 
the doors thereof, the h :cks thereof, and the bars thereof. 
And next unto them repaired Meremoth the son of Urijah, the 4 
son of Koz. And next unto them repaired Meshullam the 
son of Berechiah, the son of Meshezabeel. And next unto 
them repaired Zadok the son of Baana. And next unto them 5 
the Tekoites repaired; but their nobles put not their necks to 
the work of their Lord. Moreover the old gate repaired 6 
Jehoiada the son of Paseah, and Meshullam the son of Besode- 
iah ; they laid the beams thereof, and set up the doors thereof, 
and the locks thereof, and the bars thereof. And next unto 7 
them repaired Melatiah the Gibeonite, and Jadon the Merono- 
thite, the men of Gibeon, and of Mizpah, unto the throne of 
the governor on this side the river. Next unto him repaired 8 
Uzziel the son of Harhaiah, of the goldsmiths. Next unto him 
also repaired Hananiah the son of one of the apothecaries, and 
Iwailmunto ^ fortified Jerusalem unto the broaa wall. And next unto 9 
the broad them repaired Rephaiah the son of Hur, the ruler of the half 
part of Jerusalem. And next unto them repaired Jedaiah the 10 
son of Harumaph, even over against his house. And next 
unto him repaired Hattush the son of Hashabniah. Mai- 1 1 
chijah the son of Harim, and Hashub the son of Pahath- 
dHeb.Mcond moab, repaired the ^ other piece, and the tower of the fur- 
meature. naces. And next unto him repaired Shallum the son of 12 
Halohesh, the ruler of the half part of Jerusalem, he and his 
daughters. The valley gate repaired Hanum, and the inhabi- 13 
tants of Zanoah ; they built it, and set up the doors thereof, 
the locks thereof, and the bars thereof, and a thousand cubits 
on the wall unto the dung gate. But the dung gate repaired 14 
Malchiah the son of Rechab, the ruler of part of Beth-haccerem ; 
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he built it, and set up the doors thereof, the locks thereof, and A.c. 445. 

15 the bars thereof. But the gate of the fountain repaired Shallun ’ " * 

the son of Col-hozeh, the ruler of part of Mizpah ; he built it, 

and covered it, and set up the doors thereof, the locks thereof, 

and the bars thereof, and the wall of the pool of ® Siloah by the e John ix. 7. 

king’s garden, and unto the stairs that go down from the city 

16 of David. After him repaired Nehemiah the son of Azbuk, 
the ruler of the half part of Beth-zur, unto the place over 
against the sepulchres of David, and to the ^pool that was ^2 Kin. xx. 

17 made, and unto the house of the mighty. And after him re- 
paired the Levites, Rehum the son of Bani. Next unto him 
repaired Hashabiah, the ruler of the half part of Keilah, in his 

18 part. After him repaired their brethren, Bavai the son of 

19 Henadad, the ruler of the half part of Keilah. And next to 
him repaired Ezer, the son of Jeshua, the ruler of Mizpah, 
another piece over against the going up to the armoury at the 

20 turning of the walL After him Baruch the son of ® Zabbai ^ 
earnestly repaired the other piece, from the turning of the wall 

21 unto the door of the house of Eliashib the high priest. After 
him repaired Meremoth the son of Urijah the son of Koz ano- 
ther piece, from the door of the house of Eliashib even to the 

22 end of the house of Eliashib. And after him repaired the 

23 priests, the men of the plain. After him repaired Benjamin 
and Hashub over against their house. After him repaired 
Azariah the son of Maaseiah the son of Ananiah by his house, 

24 After him repaired Binnui the son of Henadad another piece, 

- from the house of Azariah unto the turning of the wall^ even 

25 unto the corner. Palal the son of Uzai, over against the 
turning of the wall^ and the tower which lieth out from the 

king’s high house, that was by the ^ court of the prison. After ^ x^cxii. 

26 him Hedaiah the son of Parosh. Moreover the Nethinims 

* dwelt in ^ ^ Ophel, unto the place over against the water gate i or. which 

27 toward the east, and the tower that lieth out. After them the ?^air*ed?n/o! 
Tekoites repaired another piece, over against the great tower xxvii!^ 3 . 

28 that lieth out, even unto the wgjl of Ophel. From above the 
horse gate repaired the priests, every one over against his 

29 house. After them repaired Zadok the son of Immer over 
against his house. After him repaired also Shemaiah the son of 

30 Shachaniah, the keeper of the east gate. After him repaired 
Hananiah the son of Shelemiah, and Hanum the sixth son of 
Zalaph, another piece. After him repaired Meshullam the son 

31 of Berechiah over against his chamber. After him repaired 
Malchiah the goldsmith’s son unto the place of the Nethinims, 
and of the merchants, over against the gate Miphkad, and to 

32 the “ going up of the corner. And between the going up of 
the corner unto the sheep gate repaired the goldsmiths and the 
merchants. 


3 B 2 



740 


PERIOD EIGHTH. 


[part III. 


A.C. 446. 


n Heh. leave 
to themselvee. 


0 II eb. de- 
spite. 


p Heb. as- 
cended. 


Heb. to 
make an error 
io it. 


r Or, That 
from alt 
places ye 
must return 
to us. 

8 Heb. from 
the lower 
parts of the 
place, SfC. 


NEHEMIAH IV. 

1 Whih the enemies scoffs Nehemiah prayeth and continueth the work. 7 Understanding 
the wrath and secrets of the enemy ^ he setteth a watch, He armeth the labourerst 
19 and giveth military precepts. 

But it came to pass, that when Sanballat heard that we i 
builded the wall, he was wroth, and took great indignation; and 
mocked the Jews. And he spake before his brethren and the 2 
army of Samaria, and said, What do these feeble Jews? will 
they ^ fortify themselves ? will they sacrifice ? will they make 
an end in a day ? will they revive the stones out of the heaps 
of the rubbish which are burned ? Now Tobiah the Ammonite 3 
was by him, and he said, Even that which they build, if a fox 
go up, he shall even break down their stone wall. Hear, O 4 
our God ; for we are ® despised : and turn their reproach upon 
their own head, and give them for a prey in the land of capti- 
vity : and cover not their iniquity, and let not their sin be 5 
blotted out from before thee : for they have provoked thee to 
anger before the builders. So built we the wall ; and all the 6 
wall was joined together unto the half thereof: for the people 
had a mind to work. 

But it came to pass, that when Sanballat, and Tobiah, and 7 
the Arabians, and the Ammonites, and the Ashdodites, heard 
that the walls of Jerusalem J^were made up, and that the 
breaches began to be stopped, then were they very wroth, and 8 
conspired all of them together to come and to fight against Je- 
rusalem, and ^ to hinder it. Nevertheless we made our prayer 9 
unto our God, and set a watch against them day and night, 
because of them. And Judah said. The strength of the bearers 10 
of burdens is decayed, and there is much rubbish ; so that we 
are not able to buila the wall. And our adversaries said. They 1 1 
shall not know, neither see, till we come in the midst amon^ 
them, and slay them, and cause the work to cease. And it 12 
came to pass, that when the Jews which dwelt by them came, 
they said unto us ten times, ^ From all places whence ye shall 
return unto us they will he upon you. 

Therefore set I ®in the lower places behind the wall, and on 13 
the higher places, I even set the people after their families with 
their swords, their spears, and their bows. And I looked, and 14 
rose up, and said unto the nobles, and to the rulers, and to the 
rest of the people. Be not ye afraid of them : remember the 
Lord, which is great and terrible, and fight for your brethren, 
your sons, and your daughters, your wives, and your houses. 
And it came to pass, when our enemies heard that it was known 15 
unto us, and God had brought their counsel to nought, that we 
returned all of us to the wall, every one unto his work. And 16 
it came to pass from that time forth, that the half of my servants 
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wrought in the work, and the other half of them held both the A.c. 446. 
spears, the shields, and the bows, and the habergeons ; and the ' " ^ 

17 rulers were behind all the house of Judah. They which 
builded on the wall, and they that bare burdens, with those that 
laded, every one with one of his hands wrought in the work, and 

18 with the other hand held a weapon. For the builders, every 

one had his sword girded ^ by his side, and so builded. And he 
that sounded the trumpet was by me. ‘ 

19 And 1 said unto the nobles, and to the rulers, and to the rest 
of the people. The work is great and large, and w’e are sepa- 

20 rated upon the wall, one far from another. In what place there-- 
fore ye hear the sound of the trumpet, resort ye thither unto 

21 us: our God shall fight for us. So we laboured in the work: 
and half of them held the spears from the rising of the morning 

22 till the stars appeared. Likewise at the same time said I unto 
the people, Let every one with his servant lodge within Jerusa- 
lem, that in the night they may be a guard to us, and labour on 

23 the day. So neither I, nor my brethren, nor my servants, 
nor the men of the guard which followed me, none of us put 

off our clothes, saving that every one put them off for ^ every 

I . j r one went tvith 

Wasning. huweaponfor 

water, See 
Judg. V. 11. 

NEHEMIAH V. 

1 The Jews complain of their debt, mortgage, and bondage. 6 Nehemiah rebukeih the 
usurers, and causeth them to make a covenant gf restitution, He forbeareth his 
own allowance, and keepeth hospitality. 

1 And there was a great cry of the people and of their wives 

2 against their brethren the Jews. For there were that said. We, 
our sons, and our daughters, are many : therefore we take up 

3 corn Jor them^ that we may eat, and live. Some also there were 
that said. We have mortgaged our lands, vineyards, and houses, 

4 that we might buy corn, because of the dearth. There were 
also that said. We have borrowed money for the king^s tribute, 

5 and that upon our lands and vineyards. Yet now our flesh is as 
the flesh of our brethren, our children as their children : and, 
lo, we bring into bondage our sons and our daughters to be 
servants, and some of our daughters are brought unto bondage 
already : neither is it in our power to redeem them ; for other 
men have our lands and vineyards. 

6 And I was very angry when I heard their cry and these 

7 words. Then ^ I consulted with myself, and I rebuked the x Heb. my 
nobles, and the rulers, and said unto them. Ye exact usury, 
every one of his brother. And I set a great assembly against 

8 them. And I said unto them, We after our ability have ^ re- yLev. xxv. 
deemed our brethren the Jews, which were sold unto the 
heathen ; and will ye even sell your brethren ? or shall they be 

sold unto us ? Then held they their peace, and found nothing 
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A C. 445. to answer. Also I said, It is not good that ye do : ought ye 9 
' ^ not to walk in the fear of our God because of the reproach of 

the heathen our enemies ? I likewise, and my brethren, and 10 
my servants, might exact of them money and corn : I pray you, 
let us leave off this usury. Restore, I pray you, to them, even 1 1 
this day, their lands, their vineyards, their oliveyards, and their 
houses, also the hundredth part of the money, and of the corn, 
the wine, and the oil, that ye exact of them. Then said they, 12 
We will restore them^ and will require nothing of them ; so will 
we do as thou sayest. Then I called the priests, and took an 
oath of them, that they should do according to this promise. 
Also I shook my lap, and said, So God shake out every man 13 
from his house, and from his labour, that performeth not this 
z Heb.mp^y, promise, even thus be he shaken out and * emptied. And all 
or, VO* . congregation said, Amen, and praised the Lord. And the 

people did according to this promise. 

Moreover from the time that I was appointed to be their 14 
governor in the land of Judah, from the twentieth year even 
unto the two and thirtieth year of Artaxerxes the king, that is^ 
twelve years, I and my brethren have not eaten the bread of 
the governor. But the former governors that had been before 15 
me were chargeable unto the people, and had taken of them 
bread and wine, beside forty shekels of silver ; yea, even their 
servants bare rule over the people ; but so did not I, because of 
the fear of God. Yea, also 1 continued in the work of this 16 
wall, neither bought we any land : and all my servants were 
gathered thither unto the work. Moreover there were at my 17 
table an hundred and fifty of the Jews and rulers, beside those 
that came unto us from among the heathen that are about us. 
Now that which was prepared for me daily was one ox and six I8 
choice sheep ; also fowls were prepared for me, and once in ten 
days store of all sorts of wine : yet for all this required not I 
the bread of the governor, because the bondage was heavy 
a ch. xiii. 22. upoD this people. ^ Think upon me, my God, for good, ac- j 9 
cording to all that I have done for this people. 

NEHEMIAH VI. 

1 Sanballat practiseth by craft, by rumours, by hired prophecies, to terrify Nehemiah. 
15 The work is finished to the terror of the enemies, 17 Secret intelligence passeth 
between the enemies and the nobles of Judah. 

Now it came to pass, when Sanballat, and Tobiah, and i 
^ Geshem the Arabian, and the rest of our enemies, heard that 
I had builded the wall, and that there was no breach left 
therein; (though at that time I had not set up the doors upon 
the gates;) that Sanballat and Geshem sent unto me, saying, 2 
Come, let us meet together in some one of the villages in the 
plain of Ono. But they thought to do me mischiefi And I 3 
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sent messengers unto them, saying, I am doing a great work, so A.c. 446. 
that I cannot come down : why should the work cease, whilst I ' ^ ^ 

4 leave it, and come down to you ? Yet they sent unto me four 
times after this sort ; and I answered them after the same man- 

5 ner. Then sent Sanballat his servant unto me in like manner 

6 the fifth time with an open letter in his hand ; wherein was 
written, It is reported among the heathen, and ® Gashmu saith 
zV, that thou and the Jews think to rebel : for which cause thou 
buildest the wall, that thou mayest be their king, according to 

7 these words. And thou hast also appointed prophets to preach 
of thee at Jerusalem, saying, There is a king in Judah: 
and now shall it be reported to the king according to these 
words. Come now therefore, and let us take counsel to- 

8 gether. Then I sent unto him, saying, There are no such 
things done as thou sayest, but thou feignest them out of thine 

9 own heart. For they all made us afraid, saying, Their hands 
shall be weakened from the work, that it be not done. Now 

10 therefore, 0 God^ strengthen my hands. Afterward I came 
unto the house of Shemaiah the son of Delaiah the son of 
Mehetabeel, who was shut up; and he said. Let us meet 
together in the house of God, within the temple, and let us 
shut the doors of the temple : for they will come to slay thee ; 

11 yea, in the night will they come to slay thee. And I said, 

Should such a man as I flee ? and who is there^ that, being as I 
am, would go into the temple to save his life? I will not go in. 

12 And, lo, 1 perceived that God had not sent him ; but that he 
pronounced this prophecy against me : for Tobiah and San- 

13 ballat had hired him. Therefore was he hired, that I should be 
afraid, and do so, and sin, and that they might have matter for 

14 an evil report, that they might reproach me. My God, think 
thou upon Tobiah and Sanballat according to these their works, 
and on the prophetess Noadiah, and the rest of the prophets, 
that would have put me in fear. 

15 So the wall was finished in the twenty and fifth day of the 
month Elul, in fifty and two days. And it came to pass, that 
when all our enemies heard thereof, and all the heathen that 
loere about us saw these things, they were much cast down in 
their own eyes : for they perceived that this work was wrought 
of our God. 

17 Moreover in those days the nobles of Judah ^sent many let- Aneb.muiti- 
ters unto Tobiah, and the letters of Tobiah came unto them, urs pacing 

18 For there were many in Judah sworn unto him, because he wa^ Tobiah. 
the son in law of Shechaniah the son of Arah ; and his son 
Johanan had taken the daughter of Mesbullam the son of Bere- 

igchiah. Also they reported his good deeds before me, and 

uttered my ® words to him. And Tobiah sent letters to put me ® or, matters. 
in fear. 
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§ 3. Dedication of the Wall of Jerusalem, 

NEHEMIAH XII. VER. 27 — 43. 

f ^45. ” And at the dedication of the wall of Jerusalem they sought 27 

the Levites out of all their places, to bring them to Jerusalem, 
to keep the dedication with gladness, both with thanksgivings, 
and with singing, with cymbals, psalteries, and with harps. 
And the sons of the singers gathered themselves together, both 28 
out of the plain country round about Jerusalem, and from the 
villages of Netophathi ; also from the house of Gilgal, and out 29 
of the fields of Geba and Azmaveth : for the singers nad builded 
them villages round about Jerusalem. And the priests and the 30 
Levites purified themselves, and purified the people, and the 
gates, and the wail. Then I brought up the princes of Judah 31 
upon the wall, and appointed two great companies of them that 
gave thanks, whereof one went on the right hand upon the wall 
toward the dung gate: and after them went Hoshaiah, and half 32 
of the princes of Judah, and Azariah, Ezra, and Meshullam, 33 
Judah, and Benjamin, and Shemaiah, and Jeremiah, and 34 , 35 
certain of the priests’ sons with trumpets ; namely,^ Zechariah 
the son of Jonathan, the son of Shemaiah, the son of Matta- 
niah, the son of Michaiah, the son of Zaccur, the son of Asaph: 
and his brethren, Shemaiah, and Azarael, Milalai, Gilalai, 36 
Maai, Nethaneel, and Judah, Hanani, with the musical instru- 
ments of David the man of God, and Ezra the scribe before 
them. And at the fountain gate, which was over against them, 37 
they went up by the stairs of the city of David, at the going up 
of the wall, above the house of David, even unto the water 
gate eastward. And the other company of them that gave^is 
thanks went over against themy and I after them, and the half 
of the people upon the wall, from beyond the tower of the fur- 
naces even unto the broad wall ; and from above the gate of 39 
Ephraim, and above the old gate, and above the fish gate, and 
the tower of Hananeel, and tlie tower of Meah, even unto the 
sheep gate : a*nd they stood still in the prison gate. So stood 40 
the two companies of them that gave thanks in the house of God, 
and 1, and the half of the rulers with me: and the priests; 41 
Eliakim, Maaseiah, Miniamin, Michaiah, Elioenai, Zechariah, 
and Hananiah, with trumpets; and Maaseiah, and Shemaiah, 42 
and Eleazar, and Uzzi, and Jehohanan, and Malchijali, and 
the?XXe <0 Ezer. And the singers "" sang loud, with Jezrahiah 

be heard. tkcir ovcrscer. Also that day they offered great sacrifices, and 43 
rejoiced: for God had made them rejoice with great joy: the 


This part of the chapter is inserted here on the united authorities of Dean Prideaux and Dr. A. 
Clarke, who observe, that it is most probable the wall was dedicated on its completion. It is not 
likely that, after the wall was finished on the first commission of Nehemiah, they would wait for an 
uncertain period, before they proceeded to its dedication. — Dr. Clarke in loc. ; Prideaux, vol. ii. 

p. 626. 
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wives also and the children rejoiced : so that the joy of Jerusa- 
lem was heard even afar off. 

§ 4 . Nehemiah returns to Persia. 

NEHEMIAH VII. VER. 1 4®®. 

1 Now it came to pass, when the wall was built, and I had set 
up the doors, and the porters and the singers and the Levites 

2 were appointed, that I gave my brother Hanani, and Hananiah 
the ruler of the palace, charge over Jerusalem : for he was a 

3 faithful man, and feared God above many. And I said unto 
them. Let not the gates of Jerusalem be opened until the sun 
be hot; and while they stand by, let them shut the doors, and 
bar them : and appoint watches of the inhabitants of Jerusalem, 
every one in his watch, and every one to he over against his 

4 house. Now the city ® large and great: but the people ® troad 
were few therein, and the houses were not builded. 

§ 5 . Second Commission of Nehemiah, and Reformation effected by him. 

NEHEMIAH VII. VER. 5, TO THE END. 

5 And my God put into mine heart to gather together the 444 to 433. 
nobles, and the rulers, and the people, tnat they might be 
reckoned by genealogy. And I found a register of the gene- 

alogy of them which came up at the first, and found written 

6 therein, ^ These are the children of the province, that went up a Ezra n. i, 
out of the captivity, of those that had been carried away, whom 
Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon had carried away, and 

came again to Jerusalem and to Judah, every one unto his 

/city; who came with Zerubbabel, Jeshua, Nehemiah, Aza- 
riah, Raamiah, Nahamani, Mordecai, Bilshan, Mispereth, 2. 
Bigvai, Nehum, Baanah. The number, 1 say^ of the men of 

8 the people of Israel was this ; the children of Parosh, two 

9 thousand an hundred seventy and two. The children of She- 

10 phatiah, three hundred seventy and two. The children of 

11 Arab, six hundred fifty and two. The children of Paliath- 
moab, of the children of Jeshua and Joab, two tliousand and 

12 eight hundred and eighteen. The children of Elam, a thou- 

13 sand two hundred fifty and four. The children of Zattu, eight 


This passage is inserted here on the authority of Prideaux, who observes, that Nehemiah, 
having executed the chief object of his commission, appointed Hanani and Hananiah governors of 
Jerusalem, and returned himself, according to a previous arrangement on his leaving Babylon, to 
the king in Persia. This nomination of governors, as soon as the walls were built, evidently implies 
that Nehemiah delegated his authority to others The building of the wall being all that he had 
requested ; that work effected, it was necessary that another commission should be obtained, before 
he could proceed to those duties w'h'tch were necessary for the settling the affairs of the country. 
For this purpose, therefore, it is supposed that Nehemiah went to Babylon, presented himself before 
the king, related to him the state of Judea, and what was further necessary to its regulation and 
establishment ; and immediately obtained permission to return again to that country. The shortness 
of his absence seems to be the reason why no notice is taken of it in the sacred text. — Prideaux, 
vol. ii. p. 527 > 
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A.c. 444 hundred forty and five. The children of Zaccai, seven hundred j 4 
and threescore. The children of ® Binnui, six hundred forty 15 
cOx,Bani. and eight. The children of Bebai, six hundred twenty and 1 6 
eight. The children of Azgad, two thousand three hundred 17 
twenty and two. The children of Adonikam, six hundred 18 
threescore and seven. The children of Bigvai, two thousand ] 9 
threescore and seven. The children of Adin, six hundred fifty 20 
and five. The children of Ater of Hezekiah, ninety and eight. 21 
The children of Hashum, three hundred twenty and eight. 22 
The children of Bezai, three hundred twenty and four. The 23, 24 
d Or, Jora. children of ^ Hariph, an hundred and twelve. The children of 25 
e Or, Gibbar: e Gibeon, ninety and five. The men of Beth-lehem and Neto- 26 
phah, an hundred fourscore and eight. The men of Anathoth, 27 
an hundred twenty and eight. The men of ^ Beth-azmaveth, 28 
gor, forty and two. The men of ^ Kirjath-jearim, Chephirah, and 29 
Beeroth, seven hundred forty and three. The men of Ramah 30 
and Gaba, six hundred twenty and one. The men of Michmas, 3i 
an hundred and twenty and two. The men of Beth-el and Ai, 32 
an hundred twenty and three. The men of the other Nebo, 33 
h See ver. 12. fifty and two. The children of the other ^ Elam, a thousand 34 
two hundred fifty and four. The children of Harim, three 35 
hundred and twenty. The children of Jericho, three hundred 36 
forty and five. The children of Lod, Hadid, and Ono, seven 37 
hundred twenty and one. The children of Sensiah, three thou- 38 
sand nine hundred and thirty. 

i 1 chr. xxiv. The pricsts : the children of ^ Jedaiah, of the house of 39 
Jeshua, nine hundred seventy and three. The children of 40 
Immer, a thousand fifty and two. The children of Pashur, a4i 
thousand two hundred forty and seven. The children of Harim, 42 
a thousand and seventeen. 

The Levites : the children of Jeshua, of Kadmiel, and of 43 
k Or, Hoda- the children of ^ Hodevah, seventy and four. 

4 o! The singers : the children of Asaph, an hundred forty and 44 

Ezra iil. 9. eight. 

The porter^ : the children of Shallum, the children of Ater, 45 
the children of Talmon, the children of Akkub, the children of 
Hatita, the children of Shobai, an hundred thirty and eight. 

The Nethinims: the children of Ziha, the children of 46 
Hashupha, the children of Tabbaoth, the children of Keros, 47 
1 Or, siaha. the children of ^ Sia, the children of Padon, the children of 48 
m Or, sAam- Lebana, the children of Hagaba, the children of ^ Shalmai, 

the children of Hanan, the children of Giddel, the children of 49 
Gahar, the children of Reaiah, the children of Rezin, the 50 
children of Nekoda, the children of Gazzam, the children of 5i 
Uzza, the children of Phaseah, the children of Besai, the 52 
n Or, Nephu- children of Meunim, the children of ^ Nephishesim, the child- 53 
Baz Bakbuk, the children of Hakupha, the children of Harhur, 

*** the children of ® Bazlith, the children of Mehida, the children 54 
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55 of Harsha, the children of Barkos, the children of Sisera, the a.C. 444 

56 children of Tamah, the children of Neziah, the children of ^ , 

Hatipha. 

57 The children of Solomon’s servants : the children of Sotai, 

58 the children of Sophereth, the children of p Perida, the children p or, Peruda. 

59 of Jaala, the children of Darkon, the children of Giddel, the 
children of Shephatiah, the children of Hattil, the children of 

60 Pochereth of Zebaim, the children of ^ Amon. All the ^ 
Nethinims, and the children of Solomon’s servants, were three 

61 hundred ninety and two. ^And these were they which went ^ 
up also from Tel-melah, Tel-haresha, Cherub, ® Addon, and 
Irnmer : but they could not shew their father’s house, nor their 

62 ^ seed, whether they were of Israel. The children of Delaiah, 
the children of Tobiah, the children of Nekoda, six hundred 
forty and two. 

63 And of the priests : the children of Habaiah, the children 
of Koz, the children of Barzillai, which took one of the daugh- 
ters of Barzillai the Gileadite to wife, and was called after 

64 their name. These sought their register among those that 
were reckoned by genealogy, but it was not found : therefore 

65 were they, as polluted, put from the priesthood. And the 
Tirshatha said unto them, that they should not eat of the 
most holy things, till there stood up a priest with Urim and 
Thummim. 

66 The whole congregation together was forty and two thou- 

67 sand three hundred and threescore, beside their manservants 
and their maidservants, of whom there were seven thousand 
three hundred thirty and seven : and they had two hundred forty 

68 and five singing men and singing women. Their horses, seven 
hundred thirty and six : their mules, two hundred forty and 

69 five : their camels, four hundred thirty and five : six thousand 
seven hundred and twenty asses. 

70 And ^ some of the chief of the fathers gave unto the work. xHeb.par<. 
The Tirshatha gave to the treasure a thousand drams of gold, 

71 fifty basons, five hundred and thirty priests’ gaf’ments. And 
some of the chief of the fathers gave to the treasure of the work 
twenty thousand drams of gold, and two thousand and two 

72 hundred pound of silver. And that which the rest of the 
people gave was twenty thousand drams of gold, and two 
thousand pound of silver, and threescore and seven priests’ 

73 garments. So the priests, and the Levites, and the porters, 
and the singers, and some of the people, and the Nethinims, 
and all Israel, dwelt in their cities; and when the seventh 
month came, the children of Israel were in their cities. 
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NEHEMIAH VIII. 


1 The religious manner of reading and hearing the law. 9 They comfort the people. 
13 The forwardness qf them to hear and be instructed. 16 They keep the feast of 
tabernacles. 


^1^43^ And all ^the people gathered themselves together as one i 

V man into the street that was before the water gate ; and they 

aizravii.e! Spake unto Ezra the * scribe to bring the book of the law of 
Moses, which the Lord had commanded to Israel. And Ezra 2 
the priest brought the law before the congregation both of 


By virtue of the commission he had from the king, and the powers granted him thereby, Ezra 
had now reformed the whole state of the Jewish church, according to the law of Moses, in which he 
was excellently learned, and settled it upon that foundation upon which it afterwards stood to the 
time of our Saviour. The two chief things which he had to do, were to restore the observance of 
the Jewish law, according to the ancient approved usages which had been in practice before the cap- 
tivity, under the direction of the prophets ; and to collect together and set forth a correct edition of 
the Holy Scriptures ; in the performance of both which, the Jews tell us, he had the assistance of 
what they call the Great Synagogue, a convention consisting of 120 men, who lived under the pre- 
sidency of Ezra, and assisted him in both these works. The truth of this matter seems to have 
been, that these 120 men were principally elders, who lived in a continued succession from the first 
return of the Jews, after the Babylonish captivity, to the death of Simon the Just, and laboured 
in their several times, in the carrying on of the two great works above mentioned, till both were 
fully completed in the time of the said Simon the Just (who was made high priest of the Jews in 
the twenty-fifth year after the death of Alexander the Great,) and Ezra had the assistance of such 
of them as lived in his time. But the whole conduct of the work, and the glory of accomplishing 
it, is, by the Jews, chiefly attributed to him, under whose presidency, they tell us, it was done. 
And therefore they look on him as another Moses; for the law, they say, was given by Moses ; 
but it was revived and restored by Ezra, after it had been in a manner extinguished and lost 
in the Babylonish captivity. And indeed, by virtue of that ample commission which he had from 
king Artaxerxes, he had an opportunity of doing more than any other of his nation ; and he executed 
all the powers entrusted to him to the utmost, for the re-settling both of the ecclesiastical and political 
state of the Jews, in the best posture they were then capable of ; and from hence his name is in so 
high esteem and veneration among the Jews, that it is a common saying among their writers, that 
if the law had not been given by Moses, Ezra was worthy by whom it should have been given. 

But the great work of Ezra was his collecting together, and setting forth a correct edition of the 
Holy Scriptures, which he laboured much in, and went a great way in the perfecting of it. In the 
time of Josiah, through the impiety of the two preceding reigns of Manasseh and Ammon, the book 
of the law was so destroyed and lost, that besides that copy of it which Hilkiah found in the temple, 
(2 Kings xxii. 8. 2 Chron. xxxiv. 14.) there was then none other to be had ; for the surprise which 
Hilkiah is said to be in at the finding of it, and the grief which Josiah expressed at the hear- 
ing of it read, do plainly shew, that neither of them had ever seen it before. And if the king and 
the high priest, who were both men of eminent piety, were without this part of Holy Scripture, it 
can scarce be thought that any one else then had it. But so religious a prince as king Josiah could 
not leave this long unremedied. By his order, copies were forthwith written out from this original; 
and search being made for all the other parts of Holy Scripture, both in the colleges of the sons of the 
prophets, and all other places where they could be found, care was taken for transcripts to be made 
out of these also ; and thenceforth copies of the whole became multiplied among the people; all those 
who were desirous of knowing the law of their God either writing them out themselves, or pro- 
curing others to do it for them. So that, though within a few years after the holy city and temple 
were destroyed, and the authentic copy of the law, which was laid up before the Lord, was burned 
and consumed with them ; yet by this time many copies both of the law and the prophets, and all 
the other sacred writings, were got into private hands, who carried them with them into their cap- 
tivity. That Daniel had a copy of the Holy Scriptures with him in Babylon, it is certain (Dan. ix. 
11. 13.) ; for he quotes the law, and also makes mention of the prophecies of the prophet Jeremiah, 
(Dan. ix. 2.) ; which he could not do, had he never seen them. And in the sixth chapter of Ezra 
it is said, that on the finishing of the temple, in the sixth year of Darius, the priests and the Levites 
were settled in their respective functions, according as it is written in the law of Moses. But how 
could-they do this according to the written law, if they had not copies of that law then among them ? 
and this was near sixty years before Ezra came to Jerusalem. And farther, in the eighth chapter 
of Neheraiah, when the people called for the law of Moses to have it read to them, they did not 
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men and women, and all ^ that could hear with understanding, A.c. 444 
3 upon the first day of the seventh month. And he read therein , 

a Heb. that understood in hearing. 


pray Ezra to get it anew dictated unto him, but that he should bring forth the book of the law of 
Moses, which the Lord had commanded to Israel : which plainly shews, that the book was then well 
known to have been extant, and not to need such a miraculous expedient, as that of a divine reve- 
lation, for its restoration ; and it would with many very much shock the faith of the whole, should 
it be held, that it owed its present being to such a revival ; it being obvious for sceptical persons in 
this case to object, that he who should be said thus to revive it, then forged the whole. All that 
Ezra did in this matter, was to get together as many copies of the sacred writings as he could, and, 
out of them all, set forth a correct edition ; in the performance of which, he took care of these fol- 
lowing particulars. 

I. He corrected all the errors that had crept into these copies through the negligence or mistakes 
of transcribers ; for, by comparing them one with the other, he ascertained their true reading. 

II. He collected together all the books of which the Holy Scriptures did then consist, and disposed 
them in their proper order, and settled the canon of Scripture for his time. These books he divided 
into three parts ; Ist, the law ; 2dly, the prophets ; and 3dly, the Cetubim or Hagiographa, i. e. the 
holy writings; which division our Saviour himself takes notice of, Luke xxiv. 44, where he saith, 
“ These are the words which I spake unto you while I was yet with you, that all things might be 
fulfilled which are written in the law, and in the prophets, and in the psalms, concerning me.” For 
by the psalms, our Saviour means the whole third part called the Hagiographa : for that part begin- 
ning with the psalms, it was for that reason then commonly distinguished by that title, as usually 
with the Jews the particular books are named from the words with which they begin. Thus with 
them. Genesis is called Bereshith, Exodus Shemoth, Leviticus Vajikra, &c. because they begin with 
these Hebrew words. And Josephus makes mention of this same division. For he saith, in his 
first book against Apion, “We have only two and twenty books, which are to be believed as of 
divine authority ; of which, five are the books of Moses. From the death of Moses to the reign of 
Artaxerxes, the son of Xerxes king of Persia, the prophets, who were the successors of Moses, have 
written in thirteen books. The remaining four books contain hymns to God and documents of 
life for the use of men.” In which division, according to him, the law contains, 1. Genesis, 2. Exo- 
dus, 3. Leviticus, 4. Numbers, 5. Deuteronomy; the writings of the prophets, 1. Joshua, 2. Judges, 
with Ruth, 3. Samuel, 4. Kings, 5. Isaiah, 6. Jeremiah, with his Lamentations, 7* Ezekiel, 8. 
Daniel, 9. the twelve minor prophets, 10. Job, 11. Ezra, 12. Nehemiah, 13. Esther; and the Hagi- 
ographa, 1. the Psalms, 2. the Proverbs, 3. Ecclesiastes, 4. the Song of Solomon ; which altogether 
make twenty-two books. This division was made for the sake of reducing the books to the num- 
ber of their alphabet, in which are twenty-two letters. But at present the Jews reckon these books 
to be twenty-four, and dispose of them in this order : 1st. the law, which contains, 1. Genesis, 2. 
Exodus, 3. Leviticus, 4. Numbers, 5. Deuteronomy ; 2dly. the writings of the prophets, which 
they divide into the former prophets and the latter prophets ; the books of the former prophets 
are, 6. Joshua, 7- Judges, 8. Samuel, 9. Kings ; and the books of the latter prophets are, 10. Isaiah, 
11. Jeremiah, 12. Ezekiel, and 13. the twelve minor prophets ; 3dly. the Hagiographa, which are, 
14. the Psalms, 15. the Proverbs, 16. Job, 17. the Song of Solomon, which they call the Song of 
Songs, 18. Ruth, 19. the Lamentations, 20. Ecclesiastes, 21. Esther, 22. Daniel, 23. Ezra, and 24. 
the Chronicles, Under the name of Ezra, they comprehend the book of Nehemiah ; for the He- 
brews and also the Greeks anciently reckoned Ezra and Nehemiah but as one book. But this 
order hath not been always observed among the Jews ; neither is it so now in all places ; for there 
hath been great variety as to this, not only among the Jews, but also among the Christians, as well 
Greeks as Latins. But no variation herein is of any moment ; for in what order soever the books 
are placed, they are still the word of God, and no change as to this can make any change in that 
divine authority which is stamped upon them. But all these books were not received into the 
canon of the Holy Scriptures in Ezra’s time : for Malachi, it is supposed, lived after him ; and in 
Nehemiah mention is made of Jaddua as high priest, and of Darius Codomannus as king of Persia, 
who were at least one hundred years after his time ; and in the third chapter of the first book of 
Chronicles the genealogy of the sons of Zerubbabel is carried down for so many generations, as 
must necessarily make it reach to the time of Alexander the Great ; and therefore this book could 
not be put into the canon till after his time. It is most likely that the two books of Chronicles, 
Ezra, Nehemiah, and Esther, as well as Malachi, were afterwards added in the time of Simon the 
Just, and that it was not till then that the Jewish canon of the Holy Scriptures was fully completed. 
And indeed these last books seem very much to want the exactness and skill of Ezra in their 
publication, they falling far short of the correctness which is in the other parts of the Hebrew 
Scriptures. 

III. The third thing which Ezra did about the Holy Scriptures, in his edition of them, was, 
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A.c. 444 before the street tliat was before the water rate ^ from the 
to 433. morning until midday, before the men and the women, and 

b Heb /rom he light. 


that he added in several places what appeared necessary for the illustrating, connecting, or com- 
pleting of them ; wherein he was assisted by the same Spirit by which they were at first wrote. 
Of this sort we may reckon the last chapter of Deuteronomy, which, giving an account of the death 
and burial of Moses, and of the succession of Joshua after him, it could not be written by Moses 
himself, who undoubtedly was the penman of all the rest of that book. It seems most probable, 
that it was added by Ezra at this time. And such also may we reckon the several interpolations 
which occur in many places of the Holy Scriptures. For that there are such interpolations is 
undeniable ; there being many passages through the whole sacred writ which create difficulties 
that can never be solved without the allowing of them. As, for instance, Gen. xii. 6, it is remarked, 
on Abraham's coming into the land of Canaan, that the Canaanites were then in the land; which 
is not likely to have been said till after the time of Moses, when the Canaanites, being extirpated 
by Joshua, were then no more in the land. And Gen. xxii. 14, we read, “ As it is said, to this 
day. In the mount of the Lord it shall be seen.” But Mount Moriah (which is the mount there 
spoken of) was not called the mount of the Lord till the temple was built on it many hundred years 
after. And this being here spoken of as a proverbial saying that obtained among the Israelites in 
after ages, the whole style of the text doth manifestly point at a time after Moses, when they were 
in possession of the land in which this mountain stood. And therefore both these particulars 
prove the word cited to have been an interpolation. Gen. xxxvi. 31, it is written, “ And these are 
the kings that reigned in the land of Edom, before there reigned any king over the land of Israel.” 
Which could not have been said till after there had been a king in Israel ; and therefore they can- 
not be Moses’ words, but must have been interpolated afterwards. Kxod. xvi. 35, the words of the 
text are, “ And the children of Israel did eat manna forty years, till they came to a land inhabited ; 
they did eat manna till they came unto the borders of the land of Canaan.” But Moses was dead 
before the manna ceased ; and therefore these cannot be his words, but must have been inserted 
afterwards. Deut. ii. 12, it is said, “ The Horims also dwelt in Seir beforetime ; but the children 
of Esau succeeded them, when they had destroyed them before them and dwelt in their stead ; as 
Israel did unto the land of his possession, which the Lord gave unto them.” Which could 

not have been written by Moses, Israel having not till after his death entered into the 

land of his possession, which the Lord gave unto them. Deut. iii. 11, it is said, **Only Og 
king of Bashan remained of the remnant of giants ; behold his bedstead was a bedstead of 
iron ; is it not in Rabbah of the children of Ammon ?” The whole style and strain of which 
text, especially that of the last clause of it, plainly speaks it to have been written a long 
while after that king was slain ; and therefore it could not be written by Moses, who died within 
five months after. In the same chapter, ver. 14, it is said, “ Jair the son of Manasseh took all the 
country of Argob, unto the coasts of Geshuri and Maachathi, and called them after his own name, 
Bashan-havolb-jair, unto this day.” The phrase, unto this day^ speaks a much greater distance 
of time after the fact related, than those few months in which Moses survived after that conquest ; 
and therefore what is there written must have been inserted by some other hand than that of 
Moses, long after his death. And in the book of Proverbs, (which was certainly king Solomon’s,) 
in the beginning of the twenty-fifth chapter it is written, “ These are the Proverbs of Solomon, 
which the men of Hezekiah king of Judah copied out.” Which must certainly have been added 

many ages after Solomon ; for Hezekiah was of the twelfth generation in descent from him. Many 

more instances of such interpolated passages might be given. For throughout the whole Scriptures 
they have been frequently cast in, by way of parenthesis, where they have appeared necessary for 
the explaining, connecting, or illustrating the text, or the supplying what was wanting in it. But 
those already mentioned are sufficient to prove the thing. Of which interpolations undoubtedly 
Ezra was the author, in all the books which passed his examination ; and Simon the Just of all the 
rest which were added afterwards ; for they all seemed to refer to those latter times. But these 
additions do not detract any thing from the divine authority of the whole, because they were all 
inserted by the direction of the same Holy Spirit which dictated all the rest. This as to Ezra is 
without dispute, he being himself one of the divine penmen of the Holy Scriptures ; for he was 
most certainly the writer of that book in the Old Testament which bears his name ; and is, upon 
good grounds, supposed to be author of two more, that is, of the two books of Chronicles, as 
perchance also he was of the book of Esther. And, if the books written by him be of divine 
authority, why may not every thing else be so which he hath added to any of the rest ; since there 
is all reason for us to suppose that he was as much directed by the Holy Spirit of God in the one 
as he was in the other ? The great importance of the work proves the thing : for as it was neces- 
sary for the church of God that this work should be done, so also was it necessary for the work, 
that the person called thereto should be thus assisted in the completing of it. 

12 
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those that could understand ; and the ears of all the people were A.c. 444 

4 attentive unto the book of the law. And Ezra the scribe stood . , 

upon a ® pulpit of wood, which they had made for the purpose; cHeb.'^ower 
and beside him stood Mattathiah, and Shema, and Anaiah, and 
Urijah, and Hilkiah, and Maaseiah, on his right hand; and 

on his left hand, Pedaiah, and Mishael, and Malchiah, and 

5 Hashum, and Hashbadana, Zechariah, and Meshullam. And 

Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people ; (for he dHeb.<y«. 
was above all the people;) ana when he opened it, all the 

6 people stood up : and Ezra blessed the Lord, the great God. 

And all the people answered. Amen, Amen, with lifting up 
their hands : and they bowed their heads, and worshippea the 

7 Lord with their faces to the ground. Also Jeshua, and Bani, 
and Sherebiah, Jamin, Akkub, Shabbethai, Hodijah, Maaseiah, 

Kelita, Azariah, Jozabad, Hanan, Pelaiah, and the Levites, 
caused the people to understand the law : and the people stood 

8 in their place. So they read in the book in the law of God 
distinctly, and gave the sense, and caused them to understand 
the reading. 

9 And Nehemiah, which is ® the Tirshatha, and Ezra the 
priest the scribe, and the Levites that taught the people, said 


IV, Ezra changed also the old names of several places that were grown obsolete; putting, 
instead of them, the new names by which they were at that time called, that the people might the 
better understand what was written. Thus Gen. xiv. 14, Abraham is said to have pursued the 
kings who carried Lot away captive as far as Dan ; whereas the name of that place was Laish, 
till the Danites, long after the death of Moses, possessed themselves of it, and called it Dan, after 
the name of Dan their father, (Joshua xix. 47- Judges xviii. 29) ; and therefore it could not be 
called Dan in the original copy of Moses, but that name must have been put in afterwards, instead 
of that of Laish, on this review. And so in several places in Genesis, and also in Numbers, we find 
mention made of Hebron ; whereas the name of that city was Kirjath Arba, till Caleb, having 
obtained the possession of it after the division of the land, called it Hebron, after the name of 
Hebron, one of his sons ; and therefore that name could not be in the text, till placed there long 
after the time of Moses, by way of exchange for that of Kirjath Arba, which, it is not to be doubted, 
was done at the time of this review. And many other like examples of this may be given, whe»eby 
it appears, that the study of those who governed the church of God in those times was to render 
the Scripture as plain and intelligible to the people as they could, and not to hide and conceal any 
of it from them. 

V. Ezra wrote out the whole in the Chaldee character. For that having now grown wholly into 
use among the people after the Babylonish captivity, he changed the old Hebrew character for it, 
since which time the Hebrew has been retained only by the Samaritans ; among whom it is pre- 
served even to this day. 

But though Ezra’s government over all Judah and Jerusalem expired with the year when Nehe- 
miah arrived from Persia, yet his labour to serve the church of God did not here end ; for still he 
went on as a preacher of righteousness, and a skilful scribe of the law of God, to perfect the refor- 
mation which he had begun, both in preparing for the people correct editions of the Scriptures, 
and also in bringing all things in Church and State to be conformed to the rules thereof. And this 
he continued to do as long as he lived ; and herein he was thoroughly assisted and supported by 
the governor ; who, coming to Jerusalem with the same intention and the same zeal for promoting 
of the honour of God and the welfare of his people in Judah and Jerusalem as Ezra did, he struck 
in heartily with him in the work ; so that Ezra went on still to do the same things by the authority 
of the new governor which he before did by his own. And by their thus joining together in the same 
holy undertaking, and their mutual assisting each other therein, it exceedingly prospered in their 
hands ; till at length, notwithstanding all manner of oppositions, both from within and from without, 
it was brought to full perfection forty-nine years after it had been begun by Ezra. Whether Ezra 
lived so long or not is uncertain ; but what he did not live to do was completed by the piety and 
zeal of his successor, Nehemiah. — Prideaux’s Connection. 
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PERIOD EIGHTH- 


[part in. 


A.C. 444 unto all the people, This day is holy unto the Lord your 
to433» Qnd. niourn not, nor weep. For all the people wept, when 

they heard the words of the law. Then he said unto them, Go lO 
your way, eat the fat, and drink the sweet, and send portions 
unto them for whom nothing is prepared : for this day is holy 
unto our Lord : neither be ye sorry; for the joy of the Lord 
is your strength. So the Levites stilled all the people, saying, 1 1 
Hold vour peace, for the day is holy ; neither be ye grieved. 
And all the people went their way to eat, and to drink, and to 12 
send portions, and to make great mirth, because they had 
understood the words that were declared unto them. 

And on the second day were gathered together the chief of 13 
the fethers of all the people, the priests, and the Levites, unto 
Ezra the scribe, even ^to understand the words of the law. 
inihe words. And they found written in the law which the Lord had com- 14 
g Heb, Ay the manded « by Moses, that the children of Israel should dwell in 
h^Lev^’xxiii. ^ booths in the feast of the seventh month : and that they should 15 
3 *. Deut.xvi. publish and proclaim in all their cities, and in Jerusalem, say- 
ing, Go forth unto the mount, and fetch olive branches, and 
pine branches, and myrtle branches, and palm branches, and 
branches of thick trees, to make booths, as it is written. 

So the people went forth, and brought them^ and made them- 16 
selves booths, every one upon the roof of his house, and in 
their courts, and in the courts of the house of God, and in the 
street of the water gate, and in the street of the gate of 
Ephraim. And all the congregation of them that were come 17 
again out of the captivity made booths, and sat under the 
booths: for since the days of Jeshua the son of Nun unto that 
day had not the children of Israel done so. And there was 
very great gladness. Also day by day, from the first day unto is 
the last day, he read in the book of the law of God. And they 
\^afnL seven days ; and on the eighth day was ^a solemn 

assembly, according unto the manner. 


NEHEMIAH IX. 

1 A solemn fasti and repentance of the people. 4 The Levites make a religions confession 
of God's goodnessy and their wickedness. 


k ch. viii. 2. 


children . 


m Or, scaf- 
fold. 


Now in the twenty and fourth day of ^ this month the child- 
ren of Israel were assembled with fasting, and with sackclothes, 
and earth upon them. And the seed of Israel separated them- 
1 Heb. */fanye selves from alPstrangers, and stood and confessed their sins, 
and the iniquities of their fathers. And they stood up in their 
place, and read in the book of the law of the Lord their God 
one fourth part of the day ; and another fourth part they con- 
fessed, and worshipped the Lord their God. 

Then stood up upon the ® stairs, of the Levites, Jeshua, and 
Bani, Kadmiel, Shebaniah, Bunni, Sherebiah, Bani, and 
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Chenani, and cried with a loud voice unto the Lord their God. A.c. 444 

5 Then the Levites, Jeshua, and Kadmiel, Bani, Hashabniah, 
Sherebiah, Hodijah, Shebaniah, and Pethahiah, said, 

Stand up and bless the Lord your God for ever and ever : 
and blessed be thy glorious name, which is exalted above all 
blessing and praise. 

6 Thou, even thou, art Lord alone ; “ thou hast made heaven, n oen. i. i. 
the heaven of heavens, with all their host, the earth, and all 
things that are therein, the seas, and all that is therein, and 

thou preservest them all ; and the host of heaven worshippeth 
thee. 

7 Thou art the Lord the God, who didst choose ® Abram, and 
broughtest him forth out of Ur of the Chaldees, and gavest 

him the name of p Abraham ; p ^vii.5. 


8 And foundest his heart ^ faithful before thee, and madest a 
^ covenant with him to give the land of the Canaanites, the 
Hittites, the Amorites, and the Perizzites, and the Jebusites, 
and the Girgashites, to give it, I say^ to his seed, and hast per- 


formed thy words ; for thou art righteous : 

9 ® And didst see the affliction of our fathers in Egypt, and 
* heard est their cry by the Red sea ; 

10 And ^ shewedst signs and wonders upon Pharaoh, and on all 
his servants, and on all the people of his land : for thou knew- 
est that they dealt proudly against them. So didst thou get 
thee a name, as it is this day. 

11 ^ And thou didst divide the sea before them, so that they 
went through the midst of the sea on the dry land ; and their 
persecutors thou threwest into the deeps, ^ as a stone into the 
mighty waters. 

12 Moreover thou * leddest them in the day by a cloudy pillar ; 
and in the night by a pillar of fire, to give them light in the 
way wherein they should go. 

13 ® Thou earnest down mso upon mount Sinai, and spakest 
with them from heaven, and gavest them right judgments, and 
^ true laws, good statutes and commandments : 

14 And madest known unto them thy holy sabbath, and com- 
mandedst them precepts, statutes, and laws, by the hand of 
Moses thy servant : 

15 And ® gavest them bread from heaven for their hunger, and 
^ broughtest forth water for them out of the rock for their thirst, 
and promisedst them that tliey should ® go in to possess the 
land ^ which thou hadst sworn to give them. 

16 But they and our fathers dealt proudly, and hardened their 
necks, and hearkened not to thy commandments, 

17 And refused to obey, neither were mindful of tliy wonders 
that thou didst among them ; but hardened their necks, and in 
their rebellion appointed « a captain to return to their bond- 

VOL. II. 3 c 


q Gen. xv. 6. 
r Gen. xii. 7. 

& XV. IS. & 

xvii. 7, 8. 


uEx. vii.viii. 
ix. X. xii. & 
xiv. 


xEx.xiv. 21, 
22 . 

y Ex. XV. 10. 


a Ex. xix.20. 
& XX. 1. 

b Heb. laws 
of truth. 


c Ex. xvi. 14, 
16. 

<1 Ex. xvii. 6. 
Num. XX. 9, 
&c. 

e Dent. i. 8. 
f Heb. which 
thou hadst lift 
up thine hand 
to give them* 


g Num, xiv. 
4. 
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[part III. 


A.c. 444 age : but thou art ^ a God ready to pardon, gracious and 
, , merciful, slow to anger, and of great kindness, and forsookest 

them not. 

iEx.xxxii. 4 . Yea, ^when they had made them a molten calf, and said, 18 
This is thy God that brought thee up out of Egypt, and had 
wrought great provocations ; 

Yet thou in thy manifold mercies forsookest them not in 19 
k Ex. xiii.22. the wilderness : the ^ pillar of the cloud departed not from 
f Cor! them by day, to lead them in the way ; neither the pillar of 
fire by night, to shew them light, and the way wherein they 
should go. 

iNura.xi.i7. Thou gavest also thy ^good spirit to instruct them, and 20 
m Ex.xvi. withheldest not thy manna from their mouth, and gavest them 
15. Josh. V. n water for their thirst. 

nEx. xvii.6. Yea, forty years didst thou sustain them in the wilderness, 21 
oDeut. viii.4. so that they lacked nothing ; their ® clothes waxed not old, and 
their feet swelled not. 

Moreover thou gavest them kingdoms and nations, and didst 22 
divide them into corners: so they possessed the land of PSihon, 
and the land of the king of Heshbon, and the land of Og king 
of Bashan. 

Their children also multipliedst thou as the stars of heaven, 23 
and broughtest them into the land concerning which thou 
hadst promised to their fathers, that they should go in to pos- 
sess it. 

So the children went in and possessed the land, and thou 24 
subduedst before them the inhabitants of the land, the Canaan- 
ites, and gavest them into their hands, with their kings, and 
co^d^gTo people of the land, that they might do with them ‘las they 

their will. WOUld. 

And they took strong cities, and a fat land, and possessed 25 
r Or, cisternt. houses full of all gooos, ^ wells digged, vineyards, and olive- 
yards, and * fruit trees in abundance : so they did eat, and were 
filled, and became fat, and delighted themselves in thy great 
goodness. 

Nevertheless they were disobedient, and rebelled against 26 
10 behind their backs, and slew thy * pro- 

phets which testined against them to turn them to thee, and 
they wrought great provocations. 

Therefore thou deliveredst them into the hand of their 27 
enemies, who vexed them : and in the time of their trouble, 
when ihey cried unto thee, thou heardest them from heaven ; 
and according to thy manifold mercies thou gavest them 
saviours, who saved them out of the hand of their enemies. 

But after they had rest, " they did evil again before thee : 28 
^d!^u. therefore leftest thou them in the hand of their enemies, so 
that they had the dominion over them: yet when they 
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returned, and cried unto thee, thou heardest them from hea- 
ven ; and many times didst thou deliver them according to thy 
mercies ; 

29 And testifiedst against them, that thou mightest bring them 
again unto thy law : yet they dealt proudly, and hearkened 
not unto thy commandments, but sinned against thv judg- 
ments, (which if a man do, he shall live in them;) and. ^with- 
drew the shoulder, and hardened their neck, and would not 
hear. 

30 Yet many years didst thou y forbear them, and testifiedst 
^ against them by thy spirit ^ in thy prophets : yet would they 
not give ear : therefore gavest thou them into the hand of the 
people of the lands. 

31 Nevertheless for thy great mercies’ sake thou didst not 
utterly consume them, nor forsake them ; for thou art a 
gracious and merciful God. 

32 Now therefore our God, the great, the ** mighty, and the 
terrible God, who keepest covenant and mercy, let not all the 
® trouble seem little before thee, ^ that hath come upon us, on 
our kings, on our princes, and on our priests, and on our pro- 
phets, and on our fathers, and on all thy people, since the time 
of the kings of Assyria unto this day. 

33 Howbeit thou art just in all that is brought upon us; for 
thou hast done right, but we have done wickedly : 

34 Neither have our kings, our princes, our priests, nor our 
fathers, kept thy law, nor hearkened unto thy commandments 
and thy testimonies, whereby thou didst testify against them. 

35 For they have not served thee in their kingdom, and in thy 
great goodness that thou gavest them, and in the large and fat 
land which thou gavest before them, neither turned they from 
their wicked works. 

36 Behold, we are servants this day, and for the land that thou 
gavest unto our fathers to eat the fruit thereof and the good 
thereof, behold, we are servants in it : 

37 And it yieldeth much increase unto the kings whom thou 
hast set over us because of our sins : also they have dominion 
over our bodies, and over our cattle, at their pleasure, and we 
are in great distress. 

38 And because of all this we make a sure coverwnt^ and write 
it ; and our princes, Levites, and priests, ® seal unto it. 

NEHEMIAH X. 


A.C. 444 
to 433. 


X Heb. they 
gave a with- 
drawing 
ehoulder, 
Zech. vii. 11. 
y Heb. pro- 
tract over 
them. 

z2 Kin. xvii. 
13. 2 Chr. 
xxxvi. 15. 
a Heb. in the 
hand of thy 
prophets. 


b Ex. xxxiv. 
6, 7. 

c Heb. weari- 
ness. 

d Heb. that 
hath found us. 


e Heb. are at 
the sealing, 
or, sealed. 


1 The namet of them that sealed the covenant. 28 The points of the covewmU 

1 Now ^ those that sealed were, Nehemiah, * the Tirshatha, the 

2 son of Hachaliah, and Zidkijah, Seraiah, Azariah, Jeremiah, gOr, the go- 
3, 4 Pashur, Amariah, Malchijah, Hattush, Shebaniah, Malluch, 

5, 6 Harim, Meremoth, Obadiah, Daniel, Ginnethon, Baruch, 

7, 8 Meshullam, Abijah, Mijamin, Maaziah, Bilgai, Shemaiah : 

3 c 2 
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A.c. 444 these were the priests. And the Levites : both Jeshua the 9 
- ^ son of Azaniah, Binnui of the sons of Henadad, Kadmiel ; 

and their brethren, Shebaniah, Hodijah, Kelita, Pelaiah, 10 
Hanan, Micha, Rehob, Hashabiah, Zaccur, Sherebiah, 11, 12 
Shebaniah, Hodijah, Bani, Beninu. The chief of the peo- 13, 14 
pie; Parosh, Pahath-moab, Elam, Zatthu, Bani, Bunni, 15 
Azgad, Bebai, Adonijah, Bigvai, Adin, Ater, Hizkijah, 16, 17 
Azzur, Hodnah, Hashum, Bezai, Hariph, Anathoth, Nebai, is, 19 
Magpiash, Meshullam, Hezir, Meshezabeel, Zadok, Jad- 20, 21 
dua, Pelatiah, Hanan, Anaiah, Hoshea, Hananiah, 22, 23 
Hashub, Hallohesh, Pileha, Shobek, Rehum, Hashabnah, 24, 25 
Maaseiah, and Ahijah, Hanan, Anan, Malluch, Harim, 26, 27 
Baanah. 

^ people, the priests, the Levites, the 28 

porters, the singers, the Nethiiiims, and all they that had 
separated themselves from the people of the lands unto the 
law of God, their wives, their sons, and their daughters, every 
one having knowledge, and having understanding ; they clave 29 
to their brethren, their nobles, and entered into a curse, and 
i Heb. by the into an oath, to walk in God’s law, which was given ^ by Moses 
hand of. servant of God, and to observe and do all the command- 

ments of the Lord our Lord, and his judgments and his statutes ; 
k^Ex.^xxxiv. and that we would not give ^ our daughters unto the people of 30 
3.* * the land, nor take their daughters for our sons: ^and if the3i 

L^v/xx^iil 3*. people of the land bring ware or any victuals on the sabbath 
ch ^xin 15^' would not buy it of them on the sabbath, or 

&c. ’ on the holy day : and that we would leave the ™ seventh year, 

ITDe^ut^xv. 2! and the “ exaction of ® every debt. Also we made ordinances 32 
charge ourselves yearly with the third part of a shekel 
for the service of the house of our God ; for the shewbread, 33 
xxvm^&*”’ P continual meat offering, and for the continual 

xxix. burnt offering, of the sabbaths, of the new moons, for the set 
feasts, and for the holy things^ and for the sin offerings to make 
an atonement for Israel, and for all the work of the house of 
our God. And we cast the lots among the priests, the Levites, 34 
and the people, for the wood offering, to bring it into the house 
of our God, after the houses of our fathers, at times appointed 
year by year, to burn upon the altar of the Lord our God, 
q Ex. xxiii. as it is Written in the law : and ^ to bring the firstfruits of our 35 
i^v.xix.23. ground, and the firstfruits of all fruit of all trees, year by year, 

unto the house of the Lord : also the firstborn of our sons, 36 
r Ex. xiu. «. and of our cattle, as it is written ' in the law, and the firstlings 
of our herds and of our flocks, to bring to the house of our God, 

8 Lev. xxiii. unto the priests that minister in the house of our God : ® and 37 
Ifl! ft we should bring the firstfruits of our dough, and our offer- 

12, ftc. ings, and the fruit of all manner of trees, of wine and of oil, 
unto the priests, to the chambers of the house of our God ; and 
the tithes of our ground unto the Levites, that the same Levites 
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38 might have the tithes in all the cities of our tillage. And A.c. 444 
the priest the son of Aaron shall be with the Levites, * when 

the Levites take tithes : and the Levites shall bring up the ‘ Num. xviii. 
tithe of the tithes unto the house of our God, to the chambers, 

39 into the treasure house. For the children of Israel and the 
children of Levi shall bring the offering of the corn, of the new 
wine, and the oil, unto uie chambers, where are the vessels 
of the sanctuary, and the priests that minister, and the porters, 
and the singers: and we will not forsake the house of our 
God. 

NEHEMIAH XI. 

1 The rulersy voluntary men^ and the tenth man chosen by lotf dwell at Jerusalem, 3 A 
catalogue of their names, 20 The residue dwell in other cities, 

1 And the rulers of the people dwelt at Jerusalem : the rest of 
the people also cast lots, to bring one of ten to dwell in Jerusa- 

2 lem the holy city, and nine parts to dwell in other cities. And 
the people blessed all the men, that willingly offered them- 
selves to dwell at Jerusalem. 

3 Now these are the chief of the province that dwelt in Jeru- 
salem : but in the cities of Judah dwelt every one in his posses- 
sion in their cities, to wit^ Israel, the priests, and the Levites, 
and the Nethinims, and the children of Solomon’s servants. 

4 And at Jerusalem dwelt certain of the children of Judah, and of 
the children of Benjamin. Of the children of Judah ; Athaiah 
the son of Uzziah, the son of Zechariah, the son of Amariah, 
the son of Shephatiah, the son of Mahalaleel, of the children of 

5 “ Perez ; and Maaseiah the son of Baruch, the son of Colhozeh, « 
the son of Hazaiah, the son of Adaiah, the son of Joiarib, the Pharcz, 

6 son of Zechariah, the son of Shiloni. All the sons of Perez that 
dwelt at Jerusalem were four hundred threescore and eight 

7 valiant men. And these are the sons of Benjamin ; Sallu the 
son of Meshullam, the son of Joed, the son of Pedaiah, the son 
of Kolaiah, the son of Maaseiah, the son of Ithiel, the son of 

8 Jesaiah. And after him Gabbai, Sallai, nine hundred twenty 

9 and eight. And Joel the son of Zichri was their overseer : and 

10 Judah the son of Senuah was second over the city. Of the 

1 1 priests : Jedaiah the son of Joiarib, Jachin. Seraiah the son of 
Hilkiah, the son of Meshullam, the son of Zadok, the son of 
Meraioth, the son of Ahitub, was the ruler of the house of God. 

12 And their brethren that did the work of the house were eight 
hundred twenty and two : and Adaiah the son of Jeroham, the 
son of Pelaliah, the son of Amzi, the son of Zechariah, the son 

13 of Pashur, the son of Malchiah, and his brethren, chief of the 
fathers, two hundred forty and two : and Amashai the son of 
Azareel, the son of Ahasai, the son of Meshillemoth, the son of 

14 Immer, and their brethren, mighty men of valour, an hundred 
twenty and eight: and their overseer was Zabdiel, * the son of nm. 



758 


PERIOD EIGHTH. 


[part iji. 


A.c. 444 one of the great men. Also of the Levites ; Shemaiah the son 15 
t . of son of Azrikam, the son of Hashabiah, the son 

of Bunni ; and Shabbethai and Jozabad, of the chief of the 16 
Levites, ^had the oversight of the outward business of the 
house of God. And Mattaniah the son of Micha, the son of 17 
Zabdi, the son of Asaph, was the principal to begin the thanks- 
giving in prayer: and Bakbukiah the second among his 
brethren, and Abda the son of Shammua, the son of Galal, 
the son of Jeduthun. All the Levites in the holy city were two 18 
hundred fourscore and four. Moreover the porters, Akkub, 19 
Talmon, and their brethren that kept * the gates, were an hun- 
dred seventy and two. 

And the residue of Israel, of the priests, and the Levites, 20 
were in all the cities of Judah, every one in his inheritance. 
aSeech. iii. a Nethinims dwelt in ^Ophel: and Ziha andGispa2i 

b or^ //i« were over the Nethinims. The overseer also of the Levites at 22 
Jerusalem was Uzzi the son of Bani, the son of Hashabiah, the 


son of Mattaniah, the son of Micha. Of the sons of Asaph, 
the singers were over the business of the house of God. For 23 
iSinance!*^^ zV was the king’s commandment concerning them, that ® a cer- 
tain portion should be for the singers, due for every day. And 24 
xjSviii. 30, Pethaiah the son of Meshezabeel, of the children of ^ Zerah the 
zarah. ’ son of Judah, was at the king’s hand in all matters concerning 

the people. And for the villages, with their fields, some of the 25 
children of Judah dwelt at Kirjath-arba, and in the villages 
thereof, and at Dibon, and in the villages thereof, and at 
Jekabzeel, and in the villages thereof, and at Jeshua, and at 26 
Moladah, and at Beth-phelet, and at Hazar-shual, and at 27 
Beer-sheba, and in the villages thereof, and at Ziklag, and at 28 
Mekonah, and in the villages thereof, and at En-rimmon, and 29 
at Zareah, and at Jarmuth, Zanoah, Adullam, and in their 30 
villages, at Lachish, and the fields thereof, at Azekah, and in 
the villages thereof. And they dwelt from Beer-sheba unto the 
e Or, ofGeba. valley 01 Hinnom. The children also of Benjamin ® from Geba 31 
^at Michmash, and Aija, and Beth-el, and in their villages, 
and at Anathoth, Nob, Ananiah, Hazor, Ramah, Gittaim, 32, 33 


gEzra ii. ],2. 
h Or, Melicu, 
ver. 14. 


Hadid, Zeboim, Neballat, Lod, and Ono, the valley of crafts- 34 , 35 
men. And of the Levites were divisions in Judah, and in Ben- 36 
jamin. 


i Or, Sheba- 
niaht ver. 14. 


NEHEMIAH XII. 1 — 9* 


Now these are the » priests and the Levites that went up with i 
Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, and Jeshua : Seraiah, Jere- 


Mon,^ver”i6 ’ Ezra, Amariah, ^ Malluch, Hattush, ^ Shechaniah, ^ Re- 2 , 3 
iiOr,jjf»«ia- hum, ^ Meremoth, Iddo, ™ Ginnetho, Abijah, "Miamin.4,5 
rS', Sa- ‘ ® Maadiah, Bilgah, Shemaiah, and Joiarib, Jedaiah, ^ Sallu, 6 , 7 
por', JSiiJ,* Hilkiah, Jedaiah, These were the chief of the priests 

ver. 20. ’ and of their brethren in the days of Jeshua. Moreover the 8 
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Levites: Jeshua, Binnui, Kadmiel, Sherebiah, Judah, and A.c. 444 
Mattaniah, which was over ^ the thonksgivinff, he and his v 
9 brethren. Also Bakbukiah and Unni, their breAren, were over 
against them in the watches. thanksgiving. 

NEHEMIAH XII. VER. 44, TO THE END, 

44 And at that time were some appointed over the chambers for 
the treasures, for the offerings, for the firstfruits, and for the 
tithes, to gather into them out of the fields of the cities the 
portions ^ of the law for the priests and Levites : ® for Judah po^udlyThe 
rejoiced for the priests and for the Levites Uhat waited.'®!?* ^ 

.•^1,1 ..A Deb. for the 

45 And both the singers and the porters kept the ward oi joy of judah. 
their God, and the ward of the purification, ^ according to 

46 the commandment of David, and of Solomon his son. For in 

the days of David ^ and Asaph of old there were chief of the x i chr. xxv. 
singers, and songs of praise and thanksgiving unto God. ’ 

47 And all Israel in the days of Zerubbabel, and in the days of 
Nehemiah, gave the portions of the singers and the porters, 
every day his portion : and they y sanctified holy things unto 

the Levites ; *and the Levites sanctified them unto the children * Num.xvUi. 
of Aaron. 

NEHEMIAH XIII. 1, 2, 3. 

1 On that day ^ they read in the book of Moses in the ^ audi- ® 

ence of the people ; and therein was found written, ® that the b Heb. car*. 
Ammonite and the Moabite should not come into the congre- 

2 gation of God for ever ; because they met not the children of 

Israel with bread and with water, but ^ hired Balaam ^.gainst ^ Num. xxu. 
them, that he should curse them : howbeit our God turned the b! 

3 curse into a blessing. Now it came to pass, when they had 
heard the law, they separated from Israel all the mixed 
multitude. 

PSALM 1*®. 

1 The happiness of the godly. 4 The unhappiness of the ungodly. 

1 Blessed ® is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the About 444. 
^unffodly, nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the eProv.iv.u. 

P r S r 1 ^ t Ox, wicked. 

seat of the scorntul. 


Psalms the first and the hundred and nineteenth are placed here as having most probably 
been written, about this time, by Ezra, on his completion of the Bible. Calmet, Horne, and Gray, 
unite in referring the first Psalm either to David or Ezraj and it is generally supposed to have 
been composed by the latter, as a preface to the book of Psalms, when he collected them into one 
volume. The contents of this Psalm are peculiarly applicable to this period of the Jewish history, 
when, after an elapse of so many years, the Scriptures were again restored to the Jews in a more 
complete form than any they had previously received. 

The hundred and nineteenth Psalm is placed in this section from the internal evidence that it 
was written by Ezra rather than by David. It begins in the same manner as the first Psalm, and 
it is written on the same subject. It seems to have been drawn up principally with the view of 
impressing upon the minds of the Jewish youth the importance and necessity of devoting them- 
selves to the study of the whole word of God. Every division of it expresses the excellency of the 
law, and resolutions to walk therein under every circumstance of life. At the time of editing the 
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A.C. About But his delight is in the law of the Lord; in his law 2 
. doth he meditate day and night. 

g Josh. i. 8. Ps. cxix. 1. 


Scriptures, and of reading them to the people, it must have been a principal object with Ezra to 
endeavour to direct the attention of the Jews, particularly of the younger part, to the study of 
the law and the perpetuation of the benefits he had conferred by his labours on the nation, A 
manual of this kind, therefore, might have been expected from the great reformer ; and as there 
is no particular period in the life of David on which we can fix which seems to require a similar 
composition, it is more probable that this Psalm was written by Ezra, rather than by the king of 
Israel. 

It may be observed, also, that the plan upon which it is composed appears to have been of more 
frequent use in the latter than in the former ages of the Hebrew language. The several divisions 
of the hundred and nineteenth Psalm are arranged in the order of the Hebrew alphabet, and all 
the distichs in each division begin with the same letter, after which the whole division is named. 
There are hut twelve of the acrostic or alphabetical poems in the Old Testament ; these are Psalms 
XXV. xxxiv. xxxvii. cxi. cxii. cxix. cxlv. Prov. xxxi. 10 — 31. Lamentations i. ii. iii. iv. Of all 
these, only Psalm xxxiv. on the authority of the Hebrew title, and cxlv. on internal evidence, can 
be certainly attributed to David. If this manner of writing had been usual at that earlier period, 
succeeding writers, it may be presumed, would have sometimes adopted it. We find, however, no 
traces of it in Isaiah, Ezekiel, or any of the minor prophets, until the time of Jeremiah, whose 
Lamentations having been composed on this plan, seems to have first familiarized it to the people, 
as Psalms xxv. xxxvii. cxi. and cxii. were written after the time of that prophet; and Prov. xxxi. 
10 — 31. having been added to that book at an uncertain period, may, perhaps, have been added 
by Ezra himself. Of all these alphabetical poems, three only are perfectly so, — Psalms cxi. cxii. 
and Lament, iii. all of which are to be referred to the latter ages of the purity of the Jewish lan- 
guage. It is more probable, therefore, that the hundred and nineteenth Psalm was written at a 
later, than at an earlier period of the Jewish Church, that is, that it was written by Ezra rather 
than by David; and, if written by Ezra, that it was composed about the time when, by editing 
the Scriptures, he wished to direct the attention of the younger people to their constant perusal 
and study. 

The number of Psalms which are throughout more eminently and directly prophetical of the 
Messiah is indeed comparatively small : but the passages of particular Psalms which are predictive 
of him in various ways are very numerous, no part of the Old Testament being cited in the New 
so frequently as this book. That those Psalms which were composed by David himself were pro- 
phetic, we have David’s own authority ; “ which,” Bishop Horsley remarks, “ may be allowed to 
overpower a host of modern expositors. For thus king David, at the close of his life, describes 
himself and his sacred songs : ‘ David the son of Jesse said, and the man who was raised up on 
high, the anointed of the God of Jacob, and the sweet Psalmist of Israel, said, the Spirit of Jehovah 
spake by me, and his word was in my tongue’ (2 Sam. xxiii. 1, 2.) It was the word, therefore, of 
Jehovah’s Spirit which was uttered by David’s tongue. But, it should seem, the Spirit of Jehovah 
would not be wanting to enable a mere man to make complaint of his own enemies^ to describe his 
own sufferings just as he felt them, and his own escapes just as they happened* But the Spirit of 
Jehovah described, by David’s utterance, what was known to that Spirit only, and that Spirit only 
could describe. So that, if David be allowed to have had any knowledge of the true subjects of his 
own compositions, it was nothing in his own life, but something put into his mind by the Holy 
Spirit of God ; and the misapplication of the Psalms to the literal David has done more mischief 
than the misapplication of any other parts of the Scriptures among those who profess the belief 
of the Christian religion.” 

The Psalms present every possible variety of Hebrew poetry. They may all, indeed, be termed 
poems of the lyric kind ; that is, adapted to music, but with great variety in the style of com- 
position. Thus some are simply odes, giving a narrative of facts, either of public history or of 
private life, in beautiful and figurative language. Others, again, are ethic or didactic, “ delivering 
grave maxims of life, or the precepts of religion, in solemn, but for the most part simple strains.” 
To this class we may refer the hundred and nineteenth, and the other alphabetical psalms, which 
are so called because the initial letters of each line or stanza followed the order of the alphabet. 
Nearly one -seventh part of the Psalms are elegiac, or pathetic compositions on mournful subjects. 
Some are enigmatic, delivering the doctrines of religion in enigmata, sentences contrived to strike 
the imagination forcibly, and yet easy to be understood ; while a few may be referred to the class 
of idyls, or short pastoral poems. But the greater part, according to Bishop Horsley, are a sort of 
dramatic ode, consisting of dialogues between certain persons sustaining certain characters. “ In 
these dialogue-psalms the persons are frequently the Psalmist himself, or the chorus of priests and 
Levites, or the leader of the Levitical band, opening the ode with a poem declarative of the sub- 
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3 And he shall be like a tree ^ planted by the rivers of water, 
that brinereth forth his fruit in his season ; his leaf also shall not 


^ wither ; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper. 


h Jer. xvii. 8. 
i Heb. fade. 


ject, and very often closing the whole with a solemn admonition drawn from what the other per- 
sons say. The other persons are, Jehovah, sometimes as one, sometimes as another of the three 
persons ; Christ in his incarnate state, sometimes before, sometimes after his resurrection ; the 
human soul of Christ, as distinguished from the divine essence. Christ, in his incarnate state, is 
personated sometimes as a priest, sometimes as a king, sometimes as a conqueror ; and, in those 
Psalms in which he is introduced as a conqueror, the resemblance is very remarkable between th s 
conqueror in the book of Psalms, and the warrior on the white horse in the book of Revelation, 
who goes forth with a crown on his head and a bow in his hand, conquering and to conquer. And 
the conquest in the Psalms is followed, like the conquest in the Revelation, by the marriage of the 
conqueror. These are circumstances of similitude, which, to any one versed in the prophetic style, 
prove beyond a doubt that the mystical conqueror is the same personage in both.” 

In praise of the Psalms all the fathers of the church are unanimously eloquent. Athanasius 
styles them an epitome of the whole Scriptures ; Basil, a compendium of all theology ; Luther, a 
little Bible, and the summary of the Old Testament ; and Melancthon, the most elegant writing in 
the whole world. How highly the Psalter was valued subsequently to the Reformation, W'e may 
easily conceive by the very numerous editions of it which were executed in the infancy of printing, 
and by the number of commentators who have undertaken to illustrate its sacred pages. Carpzov, 
who wrote a century ago, enumerates upwards of one hundred and sixty; and, of the subsequent 
modern expositors of this book, it would perhaps he diflScult to procure a correct account. “ The 
Psalms,” as Bishop Horne, their best interpreter in our language, has remarked, with equal piety 
and beauty, “ are an epitome of the Bible, adapted to the purposes of devotion. They treat occa- 
sionally of the creation and formation of the world ; the dispensations of Providence, and the eco- 
nomy of grace ; the transactions of the patriarchs ; the exodus of the children of Israel ; their 
journey through the wilderness, and settlement in Canaan ; their law, priesthood, and ritual ; the 
exploits of their great men, wrought through faith ; their sins and captivities ; their repentances and 
restorations ; the sufferings and victories of David ; the peaceful and happy reign of Solomon ; the 
advent of Messiah, with its effects and consequences ; his incarnation, birth, life, passion, death, 
resurrection, ascension, kingdom, and priesthood ; the effusion of the Spirit ; the conversion of the 
nations ; the rejection of the Jews ; the establishment, increase, and perpetuity of the Christian 
church ; the end of the world ; the general judgment ; the condemnation of the wicked, and the 
final triumph of the righteous with their Lord and King. These are the subjects here presented 
to our meditations. We are instructed how to conceive of them aright, and to express the different 
affections, which, when so conceived of, they must excite in our minds. They are, for this pur- 
pose, adorned with the figures, and set off with all the graces of poetry ; and poetry itself is 
designed yet farther to be recommended by the charms of music, thus consecrated to the service 
of God ; that so delight may prepare the way for improvement, and pleasure become the handmaid 
of wisdom, while every turbulent passion is calmed by sacred melody, and the evil spirit is still 
dispossessed by the harp of the son of Jesse. This little volume, like the paradise of Eden, affords 
us in perfection, though in miniature, every thing that groweth elsewhere, “ every tree that is 
pleasant to the sight, and good for food ;” and, above all, what was there lost, but is here restored 
— the tree of life in the midst of the garden. That which we read, as matter of speculation, in the 
other Scriptures, is reduced to practice when we recite it in the Psalms : in those repentance and 
faith are described, but in these they are acted ; by a perusal of the former we learn how others 
seTved God, but, by using the latter, we serve him ourselves. “ What is there necessary for a 
man to know,’’ says the pious and judicious Hooker, “ which the Psalms are not able to teach ? 
They are to beginners an easy and familiar introduction, a mighty augmentation of all virtue and 
knowledge in such as are entered before, a strong confirmation to the most perfect among others. 
Heroical magnanimity, exquisite justice, grave moderation, exact wisdom, repentance unfeigned, 
unwearied patience, the mysteries of God, the sufferings of Christ, the terrors of wrath, the com- 
forts of grace, the works of Providence over this world, and the promised joys of that world which 
is to come, all good necessarily to be either known, or done, ,or had, this one celestial fountain 
yieldeth. Let there be any grief or disease incident unto the soul of man, any wound or sickness 
named, for which there is not, in this treasure-house, a present comfortable remedy at all times 
ready to be found.” 

Many of the Psalms which bear the royal prophet’s name were composed on occasion of remark- 
able circumstances in his life, his dangers, his afflictions^ his deliverances. “ But of those which 
relate to the public history of the natural Israel, there are few in which the fortunes of the mys- 
tical Israel are not adumbrated ; and of those which allude to the life of David, there are none in 
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The ungodly are not so: but are *^like the chaff which the 4 
V — j wind driveth away. 

Therefore the ungodly shall not stand in the judgment, nor 6 
sinners in the congregation of the righteous. 


which the Son of David is not the principal and immediate subject. David’s complaints against 
his enemies are Messiah’s complaints ; first of the unbelieving Jews, then of the heathen perse- 
cutors, and of the apostate faction in later ages. David’s afflictions are Messiah’s sufferings. 
David’s penitential supplications are Messiah’s, under the burden of the imputed guilt of man. 
David’s songs of triumph and thanksgiving are Messiah’s songs of triumph and thanksgiving 
for his victory over sin, and death, and hell. In a word, there is not a page of this book of 
Psalms in which the pious reader will not find his Saviour, if he reads with a view of finding 
him.” 

In the language of this divine book, therefore, the prayers and praises of the church have been 
offered up to the throne of grace from age to age. And it appears to have been the manual of the 
Son of God in the days of his flesh ; who, at the conclusion of his last supper, is generally sup- 
posed, and that upon good grounds, to have sung an hymn taken from it ; who pronounced, on the 
cross, the beginning of the twenty-second Psalm, “ My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?” 
and expired with a part of the thirty-first Psalm in his mouth, “ Into thy hands I commend my 
spirit.” Thus He, who had not the Spirit by measure, in whom were hidden all the treasures of 
wisdom and knowledge, and who spake as never man spake, yet chose to conclude his life, to solace 
himself in the greatest agony, and at last to breathe out his soul in the Psalmist’s form of words, 
rather than his own. “No tongue of man or angel,” as Dr. Hammond justly observes, “ can convey 
an higher idea of any book, and of their felicity who use it aright.” 

Having now inserted the whole number of the Psalms in their respective places, I add the follow- 
ing common but very useful Table ; the Psalms are classed according to their several subjects, and 
adapted to the purposes of private devotion. 

I. Prayers^ 

1. Prayers for pardon of sin, Psal. vi. xxv. xxxviii. li. cxxx. Psalms styled penitential, vi. xxxii. 
xxxviii. li. cii. cxxx. cxliii. 

2. Prayers composed when the Psalmist was deprived of an opportunity of the public exercise 
of religion, Psal. xlii. xliii. Ixiii. Ixxxiv. 

3. Prayers in which the Psalmist seems extremely dejected, though not totally deprived of con- 
solation under his afflictions, Psal. xiii. xxii. Ixix. Ixxvii. Ixxxviii. cxlii. 

4. Prayers in which the Psalmist asks help of God, in consideration of his own integrity and 
the uprightness of his cause, Psal. vii. xvii. xxvi. xxxv. 

6. Prayers expressing the firmest trust and confidence in God under afflictions, Psal. iii. xvi. 
xxvii. xxxi. liv. Ivi. Ivii. Ixi. Ixii. Ixxi. Ixxxvi. 

6. Prayers composed when the people of God were under affliction or persecution, Psal. xliv. lx. 
Ixxiv. Ixxix. Ixxx. Ixxxiii. Ixxxix. xciv. cii. cxxiii. cxxxvii. 

7 . The following are likewise prayers in time of trouble and affliction, Psal. iv. v. xi. xxviii. xli. 
Iv. lix. Ixiv. Ixx. cix. cxx. cxl. cxli. cxlii. 

8. Prayers of intercession, Psal. xx. IxviL cxxii. cxxxii. cxliv, 

II. Psalms of thanksgiving, 

1. Thanksgivings for mercies vouchsafed to particular persons, Psal. ix. xviii. xxii. xxx. xxxiv. 
xl. Ixxv. ciii. cviii. cxvi. cxviii. cxxxviii. cxliv. 

2. Thanksgivings for mercies vouchsafed to the Israelites in general, Psal. xlvi. xlviii. Ixv. Ixvi. 
IxviiL Ixxvi. Ixxxi. Ixxxv. xcviii. cv. cxxiv. cxxvi. cxxix. cxxxv. cxxxvi. cxlix. 

III. Psalms of praise and adoration f displaying the attributes of God. 

1. General acknowledgments of God’s goodness and mercy, and particularly his care and. pro- 
tection of good men, Psal. xxiii. xxxiv. xxxvi. xci. c. ciii, cvii. cxvii. cxxi. cxlv. cxlvi. 

2. Psalms displaying the power, majesty, glory, and other attributes of the Divine Being, Psal. 
viii. xix. xxiv. xxix. xxxiii. xlvii. 1. Ixv, Ixvi. Ixxvi. Ixxvii. xciii. xcv. xcvi. xcvii. xcix. civ. cxi. cxiii. 
cxiv. cxv. cxxxiv. cxxxix. cxlvii. cxlviii. cl. 

1. The different characters of good and bad men ; the happiness of the one and the misery of 
the other are represented in the following Psalms ; i. v, vii. ix. xi. xii. xiv. xv. xvii. xxiv. xxv, 
xxxii. xxxiv. xxxvi. xxxvii. 1. lii. liii. Iviii. Ixxiii. Ixxv. Ixxxiv. xci. xcii. xciv. cxii. cxix. cxxi. cxxv. 
cxxvii. cxxviii. cxxxiii. 

2. The excellence of God’s law. Psal. fix. cxix. 

3. The vanity of human life. Psal. xxxix. xlix. xc. 
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6 For the Lord knoweth the way of the righteous : but the A.c. About 
way of the ungodly shall perish. v . 
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PSALM CXIX. 


This psalm containeth sundry prayers^ praises^ and professions of obedience* 


ALEPH. 

Blessed are the ^ undefiled in the way, who walk in the law of 
the Lord. 

Blessed are they that keep his testimonies, and that seek him 
with the whole heart. 

They also do no iniquity : they walk in his ways. 

Thou hast commanded us to keep thy precepts diligently. 

0 that my ways were directed to keep thy statutes ! 

Then shall I not be ashamed, when I have respect unto all 
thy commandments. 

1 will praise thee with uprightness of heart, when I shall have 

learned ^ thy righteous judgments. mHehjudff- 

1 Will keep thy statutes : O forsake me not utterly. righteousness. 

BETH. 

Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his way ? by taking 
heed thereto according to thy word. 

With my whole heart have I sought thee ; O let me not 
wander from thy commandments. 

Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin 
against thee. 

Blessed art thou, O Lord : teach me thy statutes. 

With my lips have I declared all the judgments of thy mouth. 

I have rejoiced in the way of thy testimonies, as much as in 
all riches. 

I will meditate in thy precepts, and have respect unto thy 
ways. 

I will delight myself in thy statutes : I will not forget thy 
word. 


GIMEL. 

Deal bountifully with thy servant, that I may live, and keep 
thy word. n Heb. Re- 

” Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things 
out of thy law. o Oen^. xlvii. 

® I a stranger in the earth : hide not thy commandments xxix^ is. Ps. 
from me. h.^! xillk 


4. Advice to magistrates. Psal. Ixxxii. ci. 

5. The virtue of humility. Psal. cxxxi. 

V. Psalms more eminently and directly propheticalf Psal. ii. xvi. xxii. xL xlv. Ixviii. Ixxii. Ixxxvii. 
cx. cxviii. 

VI. Historical psalms j Psal. Ixxviii. cv. cvi. 

Vide Bishop Horsley’s Translation of the Psalms — Bishop Horne — Dr. Gray — Horne’s Critical 
Introduction. 
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About My soul breaketh for the longing that it hath unto thy judg- 20 

I . ments at all times. 

Thou hast rebuked the proud that are cursed, which do err 21 
from thy commandments. 

Remove from me reproach and contempt ; for I have kept 22 
thy testimonies. 

Princes also did sit and speak against me : but thy servant 23 
did meditate in thy statutes. 

pHeb.weno/ Thy testimonies also are my delight and p my counsellors. 24 

DALETH. 

My soul cleaveth unto the dust : quicken thou me according 25 
to thy word. 

q p 8 . XXV. 4. I have declared mv wavs, and thou heardest me : ^ teach me 26 

& xxvii. 11. i ^ ^ 

& ixxxvi. 11. thy statutes. 

Make me to understand the way of thy precepts : so shall 1 27 
talk of thy wondrous works. 

My soul ' melteth for heaviness : strengthen thou me accord- 28 
ing unto thy word. 

Remove from me the way of lying : and grant me thy law 2d 
graciously. 

I have chosen the way of truth: thy judgments have I laid 30 
before me, 

I have stuck unto thy testimonies: O Lord, put me not to 3J 
shame. 

I will run the way of thy commandments, when thou shalt 32 
enlarge my heart. 

HE. 

Teach me, O Lord, the way of thy statutes ; and I shall 3.3 
keep it unto the end. 

Give me understanding, and I shall keep thy law ; yea, I 34 
shall observe it with my whole heart. 

Make me to go in the path of thy commandments ; for 35 
therein do I delight. 

Incline my heart unto thy testimonies, and not to covetous- 3G 
ness. 

®Turn away mine eyes from beholding vanity; and quicken 37 
thou me in thy way. 

Stablish thy word unto thy servant, who is devoted to thy 38 
fear. 

Turn away my reproach which I fear: for thy judgments 39 
are good. 

Behold, I have longed after thy precepts : quicken me in 40 
thy righteousness. 

VAU. 

Let thy mercies come also unto me, O Lord, even thy sal- 4 i 
vation, according to thy word. 
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49 

50 


51 


62 

53 

54 

55 
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* So shall I have wherewith to answer him that reproacheth A.c. About 
me ; for I trust in thy word. v ^ . 

And take not the word of truth utterly out of my mouth: tov, soshaii 
tor 1 have hoped in thy judgments. thatreproach- 

So shall I keep thy law continually for ever and ever. “ 

And I will walk “ at liberty : for I seek thy precepts. uueb.a# 

I will speak of thy testimonies also before kings, and will large. 
not be ashamed. 

And I will delight myself in thy commandments, which I 
have loved. 

My hands also will I lift up unto thy commandments, which 
I have loved ; and I will meditate in thy statutes. 

ZAIN. 


Remember the word unto thy servant, upon which thou hast 
caused me to hope. 

This is my comfort in my affliction : for thy word hath quick- 
ened me. 

The proud have had me greatly in derision : yet have I not 
declined from thy law. 

I remembered thy judgments of old, O Lord ; and have 
comforted myself. 

Horror hath taken hold upon me because of the wicked that 
forsake thy law. 

Thy statutes have been my songs in the house of my pil- 
grimage. 

I have remembered thy name, O Lord, in the night, and 
have kept thy law. 

This I had, because I kept thy precepts. 

CHETH. 


57 Thou art my portion, O Lord : I have said that I would 
keep thy words. 

58 I intreated thy ^ favour with my whole heart : be merciful » Heb. face, 
unto me according to thy word. 

59 I thought on my ways, and turned my feet unto thy testi- 
monies. 

60 I made haste, and delayed not to keep thy commandments. 

61 The y bands of the wicked have robbed me : hut I have not y or, com- 

forgotten thy law. pan*##. 

62 At midnight I will rise to give thanks unto thee because of 
thy righteous judgments. 

63 I am a companion of all them that fear thee, and of them that 
ke^ thy precepts. 

64 The earth, O Lord, is full of thy mercy : teach me thy 
statutes. 

TETH. 

65 Thou hast dealt well with thy servant, O Lord, according 
unto thy word. 
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A.C. About Teach me good judgment and knowledge : for I liave be- 66 
t ^ lieved thy commandments. 

Before I was afflicted I went astray : but now have I kept 67 
thy word. 

Thou art good, and doest good ; teach me thy statutes. 68 
The proud have forged a lie against me : hut I will keep 69 
thy precepts with my whole heart 

Their heart is as fat as grease ; hut I delight in thy law. 70 
It is good for me that I have been afflicted ; that I might 7i 
learn thy statutes. 

prov.viii.il! * better unto me than thousands of 72 

gold and silver. 

JOD. 

Thy hands have made me and fashioned me : give me under- 73 
standing, that I may learn thy commandments. 

They that fear thee will be glad when they see me ; because 74 
I have hoped in thy word. 

^weh.righie- I know, O LoRD, that thy judgments are ^ right, and that 7^ 
ousnest. faithfulness hast afflicted me. 

bHeb.^ocom- Let, I pray thee, thy merciful kindness be '^for my comfort, 76 
fort me. according to thy word unto thy servant. 

Let thy tender mercies come unto me, that I may live : for 77 
thy law is my delight. 

Let the proud be ashamed ; for they dealt perversely with 78 
me without a cause : hut I will meditate in thy precepts. 

Let those that fear thee turn unto me, and those that have 79 
known thy testimonies. 

Let my heart be sound in thy statutes; that I be not 80 
ashamed. 

CAPH. 

My soul fainteth for thy salvation : but I hope in thy word. 8i 
Mine eyes fail for thy word, saying, When wilt thou com- 82 
fort me ? 

For I am become like a bottle in the smoke ; yet do I not 83 
forget thy statutes. 

How many are the days of thy servant ? when wilt thou 84 
execute judgment on them that persecute me ? 

The proud have digged pits for me, which are not after thy 85 
law. 

All thy commandments are faithful: they persecute me 86 
wrongfully ; help thou me. 

They had almost consumed me upon earth ; but I forsook 87 
not thy precepts. 

Quicken me after thy lovingkindness ; so shall I keep the 88 
testimony of thy mouth. 

LAMED. 

For ever, O Lord, thy word is settled in heaven. 


89 
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90 Thy faithfulness is ^ unto all generations : thou hast esta- A.c. About 

blished the earth, and it ® abideth. v . 

91 They continue this day according: to thine ordinances : for dHeb.<o^-e- 

, , ^ ^ •' o neratton and 

all are thy servants. generation. 

92 Unless thy law had been my delights, I should then have 
perished in mine affliction. 

93 I will never forget thy precepts : for with them thou hast 
quickened me. 

94 I am thine, save me ; for I have sought thy precepts. 

95 The wicked have waited for me to destroy me : but I will 
consider thy testimonies. 

96 I have seen an end of all perfection : but thy commandment 
is exceeding broad. 

MEM. 

97 O how love I thy law ! it is my meditation all the day. 

98 Thou through thy commandments hast made me wiser than 

mine enemies ; for ^ they are ever with me. f Heb. a is 

99 I have more understanding than all my teachers : for thy 
testimonies are my meditation. 

100 I understand more than the ancients, because I keep thy 
precepts. 

101 I have refrained my feet from every evil way, that I might 
keep thy word. 

102 I have not departed from thy judgments : for thou hast 
taught me. 

103 »How sweet are thy words unto my ^ taste! yea^ sweeter 

than honey to my mouth ! hHeb.patote. 

104 Through thy precepts I get understanding : therefore I hate 
every false way. 

NUN. 

105 Thy word is a ^lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my iot, candle. 
path. 

106 I have sworn, and I will perform iV, that I will keep thy 
righteous judgments. 

107 I am afflicted very much : quicken me, O Lord, according 
unto thy word. 

108 Accept, I beseech thee, the freewill offerings of my mouth, 

O Lord, and teach me thy judgments. 

109 My soul is continually in my nand : yet do I not forget thy 
law. 

110 The wicked have laid a snare for me : yet I erred not from 
thy precepts. 

1 1 1 Tny testimonies have I taken as an heritage for ever : for 
they are the rejoicing of my heart. 

112 I have inclined mine heart ’^to perform thy statutes alway, kHeb./odo. 
even unto the end. 


12 
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A.a About SAMECH. 

' — — / I hate vain thoughts: but thy law do I love. 113 

Thou art my hitfing place and my shield : I hope in thy 114 
word. 

iMatt,vii.23. ^Depart from me, ye evildoers: for I will keep the com- 115 
mandments of my God. 

Uphold me according unto thy word, that I may live : and 116 
let me not be ashamed of my hope. 

Hold thou me up, and 1 shall be safe: and I will have 117 
respect unto thy statutes continually. 

Thou hast trodden down all them that err from thy statutes: lis 
for their deceit is falsehood. 

Thou “‘puttest away all the wicked of the earth like dross: 119 
therefore 1 love thy testimonies. 

My flesh trembleth for fear of thee ; and I am afraid of thy 120 
judgments. 

AIN. 


ni Heb. catu- 
ett to ceaae. 


I have done judgment and justice : leave me not to mine 121 
oppressors. 

Be surety for thy servant for good: let not the proud 122 
oppress me. 

Mine eyes fail for thy salvation, and for the word of thy 123 
righteousness. 

Deal with thy servant according unto thy mercy, and teach 124 
me thy statutes. 

I am thy servant; give me understanding, that I may know 125 
thy testimonies. 

It is time for thee^ Lord, to work : for they have made 126 
void thy law. 

Prov.^iH.ii' ’^Therefore I love thy commandments above gold; yea, 127 
above fine gold. 

Therefore I esteem all thy precepts concerning all things to 128 
be right ; and I hate every false way. 


PE. 


o Heb. ac- 
cording to ihe 
custom to- 
ward those, 
^c. 


Thy testimonies are wonderful: therefore doth my soul 129 
ke^ them. 

The entrance of thy words giveth light; it giveth under- 1 30 
standing unto the simple. 

I opened my mouth, and panted : for I longed for thy com- 131 
mandments. 

Look thou upon me, and be merciful unto me, ® as thou 132 
usest to do unto those that love thy name. 

Order my steps in thy word : and let not any iniquity have 133 
dominion over me. 

Deliver me from the oppression of man : so will I keep thy 134 
precepts. 
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135 Make thy face to shine upon thy servant; and teach me AC. About 

thy statutes. v ; 

136 Kivers of water run down mine eyes, because they keep 
not thy law. 

TZADDI. 

137 Righteous art thou, O Lord, and upright are thy judg- 
ments. 

138 Thy testimonies that thou hast commanded are p righteous pHeb. fiyA/- 

and very ^ faithful. rHeb“/a*/A- 

139 ^ My zeal hath ® consumed me, because mine enemies have 9 

forgotten thy words, iueh^culme 

140 Thy word is very *pure: therefore thy servant loveth it. of. 

141 1 am small and despised : yet do not I forget thy precepts. 

142 Thy righteousness is an everlasting righteousness, and thy 
law is the truth. 

143 Trouble and anguish have taken hold on me: yet thy 
commandments are my delights. 

144 The righteousness of thy testimonies is everlasting: give 
me understanding, and I shall live. 

KOPH. 

145 I cried with Twy whole heart; hear me, O Lord: I will 
keep thy statutes. 

146 I cried unto thee; save me, ^ and I shall keep thy testi- ^ 
monies. 

147 I prevented the dawning of the morning, and cried: I 
hoped in thy word. 

148 Mine eyes prevent the night watches, that I might medi- 
tate in thy word. 

149 Hear my voice according unto thy lovingkindness : O Lord, 
quicken me according to thy judgment, 

150 They draw nigh that follow after mischief: they are far 
from thy law. 

151 Thou art near, O Lord; and all thy commandments are 
truth. 

152 Concerning thy testimonies, I have known of old that thou 
hast founded them for ever, 

RESH. 

153 Consider mine affliction, and deliver me: for I do not 
forget thy law. 

154 Plead my cause, and deliver me: quicken me according to 
thy word. 

155 Salvation is far from the wicked: for they seek not thy 
statutes. 

156 5^ Great are thy tender mercies, O Lord: quicken mey^»-^®”y- 
according to thy judgments. 

157 Many are my persecutors and mine enemies; yet do I not 
decline from thy testimonies. 

VOL. 11. 3 D 
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A.C. Abcmt I beheld the. transgressors, and was grieved; becaxise they us 
V- J kept not thy word. 

Consider how I love thy precepts: quicken me, O Lord, 159 
according to thy lovingkindness. 

® Thy word 2*5 true the beginning: and every one of 160 
wordiVtrue!' thy righteous judgments endureth mr ever. 

S C H I N. 


Princes have persecuted me without a cause : but my heart 16 1 
standeth in awe of thy word. 

I rejoice at thy word, as one that findeth great spoil. 162 

I hate and abhor lying : hut thy law do I Jove. 163 

Seven times a day do I praise thee because of thy righteous 164 
ju(^ments. 

a Heb. they fireat pcacc have they which love thy law : and ^ nothing 1 65 

thall have ” 

Mtumbiing- Snail oitencl them. 

Lord, I have hoped for thy salvation, and done thy com- 166 
mandments. 

My soul hath kept thy testimonies; and I love them 1 67 
exceedingly. 

I have kept thy precepts and thy testimonies : for all my 168 
ways are before thee. 

TAU. 


block. 


Let my cry come near before thee, O Lord : give me 169 
understanding according to thy word. 

Let my supplication come before thee : deliver me accord- 170 
ing to thy word. 

My lips shall utter praise, when thou hast taught me thy 171 
statutes. 

My tongue sheJl speak of thy word: for all thy command- 172 
ments are righteousness. 

Let thine hand help me ; for I have chosen thy precepts. 173 

I have longed for thy salvation, O Lord ; and thy law is 174 
my delight. 

Let my soul live, and it shall praise thee ; and let thy 175 
judgments help me. 

I have gone astray like a lost sheep ; seek thy servant; for 1 76 
I do not forget thy commandments. 


§ 6. Malachi Prophesies against the Corruptions which had been 
introduced during the Second Absence of Nehemiah. 

MALACHI I**®. 


433 to 428. 

a Heb. by the 
hand of Ma~ 
laohi. 


1 Malachi ccmplaineth of IsraeVs unkindnesst 6 of their irreligiousness, 12 and pro- 
faneness*, 

The burden of the word of the Lord to Israel ^by Malachi. i 
I have loved you, saith the Lord. Yet ye say. Wherein 2 


Malachi was the last of the prophets before the Gospel dispensation. Some writers imagine 
that Malachi was merely a general name, signifying the angel of the Lord, a messenger or pro- 
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hast thou loved us ? Was not Esau Jacob’s brother ? saith the A.c. 433 
Lord : yet ^ I loved Jacob, . to 428. ^ 

3 And I hated Esau, and laid his mountains and his heritage bRom.ix.is. 
waste for the dragons of the wilderness. 

4 Whereas Edom saith, We are impoverished, but we will 

phet ; because the title of Malach Jehovah, or angel of the Lord, was often applied to the prophets. 
(Compare Haggai i. 13. with Malachi iii. 1.) 

The Septuagint translators have rendered Malachi his angel, instead of my angel, as the original 
imports ; and several of the fathers have quoted Malachi under the name of the angel of the Lord. 
Calmet, after Jerome and some other ancient writers, thinks that Malachi was the same person as 
Ezra, who wrote the canonical book that passes under his name, and was governor of the Jews 
after their return from the captivity. As he revised the Holy Scriptures, and collected the canon 
of the Old Testament, and performed various other important services to the Jewish church, Ezra 
has been considered, both by ancient Jewish, and also by the early Christian writers, as a very 
extraordinary person sent from God, and therefore they thought him very appropriately denomi- 
nated Malach ; but for these opinions there is no foundation whatever. 

It is certain that Malachi was a distinct person from Ezra, and (as Rosenmiiller observes) the 
whole argument of his book proves that he flourished after the return from the captivity. He 
prophesied while Nehemiah was governor of Judea, more particularly after his second coming 
from the Persian, court ; and appears to have contributed the weight of his exhortations to the 
restoration of the Jewish polity, and the final reform established by that pious and excellent 
governor. Archbishop Newcome supposes Malachi to have flourished about the year 436 before 
the Christian sera ; but Dr. Kennicott places him about the year 420 before Christ, which date is 
adopted by Dr. Hales, as sufficiently agreeing with the description of Josephus and the varying 
dates of chronologers. 

Although the writings of this prophet are almost wholly in prose, yet they are by no means 
destitute of force and elegance. He reproves the wickedness of his countrymen with great vehe- 
mence ; and Bishop Lowth observes that his book is written in a kind of middle style, which 
seems to indicate that the Hebrew poetry, from the time of the Babylonish captivity, was in a 
declining state, and, being past its prime and vigour, was then fast verging towards the debility 
of age. 

But as it appears from the consent of all Jewish and Christian antiquity that the light of pro- 
phecy expired in Malachi, we suppose that the termination of his ministry coincided with the 
accomplishment of the first seven weeks of Daniel’s prophecy, which was the period allotted for 
•‘sealing the vision and prophecy.” (Dan. ix. 24.) Malachi therefore must be considered as 
completing the canon of the Old Testament, about 400 years before the birth of Christ, when 
the great designs of Providence were completed in the termination of the prophetic ministry ; 
and when a scheme of prophecy was unfolded, which in its entire contexture was to be accommo- 
dated to, and to characterise the Messiah. Malachi certainly prophesied some time after Haggai 
and Zechariah ; for in his time the temple was rebuilt, and the worship re-established; (chap. i. 7* 
10. 12. and iii. 10.) his ministry therefore must have coincided with, or succeeded that of Nehe- 
miah. He censures the same offences that had excited the indignation of that governor, and 
which he had not been able entirely to reform. (Compare Malachi ii. 11. with Nehem. xiii. 23 — 
27 . and Malachi i. 10. with Neh. xiii. 10, 11.) In the first chapter, from 1 to 6, the Jews are 
reminded of the special favours God had bestowed upon them ; they are then reproved for not 
shewing due reverence to God ; and the priests for their profane and mercenary conduct ; their 
rejection is threatened, the calling of the Gentiles is announced, (ver. 11.) and the divine judgments 
are denounced against the priests and the people for their disregard of God in their sacrifices (12 
— 14. and chap. ii. 10.), and likewise for their multiplied divorces and intermarriages with idola- 
trous nations. God being wearied with the impiety of Israel, declares (chap, iii.) that the Lord 
whom they sought should suddenly come to his temple, preceded by that messenger who, like an 
harbinger, should prepare his way ; that the Lord, when he should appear, should purify the sons 
of Levi from their unrighteousness, and refine them as metal from the dross (1 — 4.), (see Isaiah i. 
25.) and then “ the offering of Judah,” the spiritual sacrifice of the heart, should “ be pleasant 
unto the Lord, as in the days of old,” and the Lord would quickly exterminate the corruptions and 
adulteries that prevailed. The prophecy concludes with an earnest exhortation to repentance, and 
a strict observance of the law. — Dr. Gray’s Key in loc. ; Horne’s Grit. Introd. 

The latter part of ver. 11. Malachi i. relative to the Mincha or bread offering to be generally 
offered up, was considered in the primitive church as an express prophecy of the Christian sacrifice 
in the Eucharist, of which the circumstances are there described under the typical rites of the Jewish 
worship. — Vide Mede’s Discourses on the Christian Sacrifice. 

3 D 2 
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A.C. 433 
to 428. 


c Or, upon. 
d Heb. from 
upon. 


e Or, Bring 

unto, i^c. 


f Heb- tu sa- 
crifice. 


g Heb. Uif! 
face of God. 
h Heb. from 
your hand. 


i Is. i. 1 1. 
Jer. vi. 20. 
Amos V. 21. 


k Or, whereas 
ye might have 
blown it 
away. 


1 Or, in whose 
flock is. 


return and build the desolate places; thus saith the Lord of 
hosts. They shall build, but I will throw down ; and they shall 
call them. The border of wickedness, and. The people against 
whom the Lord hath indignation for ever. 

And your eyes shall see, and ye shall say. The Lord will 5 
be magnified ® “ from the border of Israel. 

A son honoureth his father, and a servant his master: if 6 
then 1 de a father, where is mine honour ? and if I a master, 
where is my fear? saith the Lord of hosts unto you, O priests, 
that despise my name. And ye say. Wherein have we despised 
thy name ? 

®Ye offer polluted bread upon mine altar; and ye say, 7 
Wherein have we polluted thee? In that ye say. The table of 
the Lord is contemptible. 

And if ye oflfer the blind ^ for sacrifice, is it not evil ? and if 8 
ye offer the lame and sick, is it not evil ? oflfer it now unto thy 
governor; will he be pleased with thee, or accept thy person ? 
saith the Lord of hosts. 

And now, I pray you, beseech ^ God that he will be gracious 9 
unto us : this hath been ^ by your means : will he regard your 
persons ? saith the Lord of hosts. 

Who is there even among you that would shut the doors for lo 
nought ? neither do ye kindle fire on mine altar for nought. I 
have no pleasure in you, saith the Lord of hosts, ^ neither will 
I accept an offering at your hand. 

For from the rising of the sun even unto the going down of ii 
the same my name siiall he great among the Gentiles ; and in 
every place incense shall he offered unto my name, and a pure 
offering : for my name shall he great among the heathen, saith 
the Lord of hosts. 

But ye have profaned it, in that ye say. The table of the 12 
Lord is polluted ; and the fruit thereof, even his meat, is con- 
temptible. 

Ye said also. Behold, what a weariness is it! ^and ye have 13 
snuflFed at it, saith the Lord of hosts ; and ye brought that 
which was torn, and the lame, and the sick ; thus ye brought 
an offering : should I accept this of your hand ? saith the , 
Lord. 

But cursed he the deceiver, ^ which hath in his flock a male, 14 
and voweth, and sacrificeth unto the Lord a corrupt thing : 
for \ am a great King, saith the Lord of hosts, and my name 
is dreadful among the heathen. 

MALACHI II. 

1 He sharply reproveth the priests for neglecting their covenant^ 1 1 and the people for 
idolatry, 14 /or adultery, 17 and for infidelity. 

And now, O ye priests, this commandment is for you. i 

^ If ye will not hear, and if ye will not lay it to heart, to 2 


m Lev. xxvi. 
H, &c. Dcut. 
xxviii. 1.5, 
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give glory unto my name, saith the Lord of hosts, I will even A.c. 433 
send a curse upon you, and I will curse your blessings : yea, I 
have cursed them already, because ye do not lay it to heart. 

3 Behold, I will corrupt your seed, and ® spread dung upon 

your faces, ecen the dung of your solemn feasts; and Pone por, hiAaz/’ 
shall take you away with it. takeyouar^ay 

4 And ye shall know that I have sent this commandment unto 
you, that my covenant might be with Levi, saith the Lord of 
hosts. 

5 My covenant was with him of life and peace ; and I gave 
them to him for the fear wherewith he feared me, and was 
afraid before my name. 

6 The law of truth was in his mouth, and iniquity was not 
found in his lips ; he walked with me in peace and equity, and 
did turn many aw^a}^ from iniquity. 

7 For the priest’s Ups should keep knowledge, and they should 
seek the law at his mouth : for he is the messenger of the Lord 
of hosts. 


8 But ye are departed out of the way; ye have caused many 

to ^stumble at the law; ye have corrupted the covenant of /a// iw 
Levi, saith the Lord of hosts. 

9 Therefore have I also made you contemptible and base 
before all the people, according as ye have not kept my ways, 
but have been partial in the law. 

10 * Have we not all one father ? hath not one God created us ^ against. 


why do we deal treacherously every man against his brother, 
by profaning the covenant of our fathers ? ^ 

1 1 J udah hath dealt treacherously, and an abomination is com- 
mitted in Israel and in Jerusalem ; for Judah hath profaned the 
holiness of the Lord which he ^ loved, and hath married the ^ or, ought 
dai^hter of a strange god. 

12 The Lord will cut off the man that doeth this, * the master 

and the scholar, out of the tabernacles of Jacob, and him that him that an- 
oflfereth an offering unto the Lord of hosts. twereth. 

13 And this have ye done again, covering the altar of the Lord 
with tears, with weeping, and with crying out, insomuch that 
he regardeth not the offering any more, or receiveth it with 
good will at your hand. 

14 Yet ye say. Wherefore? Because the Lord hath been 
witness between thee and the wife of thy youth, against whom 
thou hast dealt treacherously : yet is she thy companion, and 

the wife of thy covenant. yOr,excei- 

15 And did not he make one? Yet had he the ^ residue of the 

spirit. And wherefore one ? That he might seek *a godly ** 
seed. Therefore take heed to your spirit, and let none deal “**^‘'*^* 
® treacherously against the wife of his youth. XSlhlt^put 

16 For the Lord, the God of Israel, saith ^ that he hateth her away. 

® putting away: for one covereth violence with his garment, 
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A.c. 433 saith the Lord of hosts : therefore take heed to your spirit, 
that ye deal not treacherously. 

Ye have wearied the Lord with your words. Yet ye say, 17 
Wherein have we wearied him ? When, ye say, Every one 
that doeth evil is good in the sight of the Lord, and he delight- 
eth in them; or, Where is the God of judgment? » 

MALACHI III. VER. 1 — 15. 

Behold, ^ I will send my messenger, and he shall prepare i 
Lukei.’r6. the way before me : and the Lord, whom ye seek, shall sud- 
* denly come to his temple, even the messenger of the covenant, 

whom ye delight in : behold, he shall come, saith the Lord of 
hosts. 

But who may abide the day of his coming ? and who shall 2 
stand when he appeareth? for he is like a refiner’s fire, and 
like fullers’ sope : 

And he shall sit as a refiner and purifier of silver: and 3 
he shall purify the sons of Levi, and purge them as ^old and 
silver, that they may offer unto the Lord an offering in right- 
eousness. 

Then shall the offering of Judah and Jerusalem be pleasant 4 
e Or, ancient, unto the LoRD, as in the days of old, and as in ® former years. 

And I will come near to you to judgment; and I will be a 5 
swift witness against the sorcerers, and against the adulterers, 
f Or, defraud, and Rgaiust false swearers, and against those that ^ oppress the 
hireling in his wages, the widow, and the fatherless, and that 
turn aside the stranger /ram his rights and fear not me, saith 
the Lord of hosts. 

For I am the Lord, I change not ; therefore ye sons of 6 
Jacob are not consumed. 

Even from the days of your fathers ye are gone away from 7 
gZech. i.3. mine ordinances, and have not kept ^Return untome, 

and I will return unto you, saith the Lord of hosts. But ye 
said, Wherein shall we return ? 

Will a man rob God ? Yet ye have robbed me. But ye 8 
say. Wherein have we robbed thee? In tithes and offerings. 

Ye are cursed with a curse : for ye have robbed me, this 9 
whole nation. 

Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may 10 
be meat in mine house, and prove me now herewith, saith the 
hGen.vii.ii. Lord of hosts, if I will not open you the ^windows of heaven, 
empty and ‘ pour you out a blessing, Xhsit there shall notbe room enough 
to receive it. 

And I will rebuke the devourer for your sakes, and he shall ii 
not ^ destroy the fruits of your ground ; neither shall your 
vine cast her fruit before the time in the field, saitli the Lord 
of hosts. 


k Heb. cor- 
rupt. 
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12 And all nations shall call you blessed: for ye shall be a A.c. 433 

delightsome land, saith the Lord of hosts. to 428. ^ 

13 Your words have been ^ stout against me, saith the Lord. i 
Yet ye say. What have we spoken so much against thee ? 

14 Ye have said, It is in vain to serve God : and what profit 
is it that we have kept ^ his ordinance, and that we have walked 

mournfully before the Lord of hosts ? n Heb. in 

1 5 And now we call the proud happy ; yea, they that work 

wickedness ®are set up; yea, they that p tempt God are even 
delivered. p 

§ 7. Further Reformation by Nehemiak. 

NEHEMIAH XIII. VER. 4, TO THE END. 

4 And before this, Eliashib the priest * having the oversight 428 to 409. 
of the chamber of the house of our God, icas allied unto Tobiah; 

5 and he had prepared for him a great chamber, where aforetime 
they laid the meat offerings, the frankincense, and the vessels, 

and the tithes of the corn, the new wine, and the oil, ^ which b Heb. the 
was commanded to he given to the Levites, and the singers, and mTn7ofthe 

6 the porters ; and the offerings of the priests. But in all this 
time was not I at Jerusalem : for in the two and thirtieth year 
of Artaxerxes king of Babylon came I unto the king, and ® after 

7 certain days ^obtained I leave of the king and I came to d or,/ eor-’ 
Jerusalem, and understood of the evil that Eliashib did for 
Tobiah, in preparing him a chamber in the courts of the house 

8 of God. And it grieved me sore: therefore I cast forth all 

9 the household stuff of Tobiah out of the chamber. Then I 
commanded, and they cleansed the chambers: and thither 
brought I again the vessels of the house of God, and the meat 
offering and the frankincense. 

10 And I perceived that the portions of the Levites had not 
been given them : for the Levites and the singers, that did the 

11 work, were fled everyone to his field. Then contended I 
with the rulers, and said, Why is the house of God forsaken ? 

And I gathered them together, and set them in their ® place, e Heb. stand- 

12 Then brought all Judah the tithe of the corn and the new wine 

13 and the oil unto the ^treasuries. And I made treasurers over 

the treasuries, Shelemiah the priest, and Zadokthe scribe, and of 
the Levites, jPedaiah : and Snext to them was Hanan the son of 
Zaccur, the son of Mattaniah : for they were counted faithful, ' 


It is not possible to ascertain what length of time Nehemiah remained in Persia. Prideaux, 
to allow a sufficient time for the corruptions that took place during his absence, supposes it at least 
five years, and Dr. Hales twelve years. But we cannot now determine accurately how long he 
was absent from his own country, when he returned to it, or how long he survived his return. He 
at all times displayed the most disinterested zeal in the service of his country; and after having 
rebuilt the street and the walls in troublous times,” he had the happiness of effecting the civil 
and religious reformation of his people. The piety of Nehemiah is beautifully illustrated in those 
devout supplications he offers up to the throne of grace (ver. 14. 22. 31.) ; while with calm but per- 
severing fidelity and firmness he performs his most important duties, checks every abuse, and brings 
again every thing in subjection to the ancient law. 
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A-C. 428 and ^ their office was to distribute unto their brethren. ^ Re- 
to4 09. ^ member me, O my God, concerning this, and wipe not out 

my ^good deeds that I have done for the house of my God, J4 

kHeb^wnd and for the ^ offices thereof. 

* '***' In those days saw I in Judah some treading wine presses on 15 
the sabbath, and bringing in sheaves, and lading asses; as also 
wine, grapes, and figs, and all manner o/* burdens, which they 
brought into Jerusalem on the sabbath day: and I testified 
against them in the day wherein they sold victuals. There dwelt 16 
men of Tyre also therein, which brought fish, and all manner of 
ware, and sold on the sabbath unto the children of Judah, and 
in Jerusalem. Then I contended with the nobles of Judah, 17 
and said unto them, What evil thing is this that ye do, and 
profane the sabbath day ? Did not your fathers thus, and did 18 
not our God bring all this evil upon us, and upon this city ? 
yet ye bring more wrath upon Israel by profaning the sabbath. 
And it came to pass, that when the gates of Jerusalem began 19 
to be dark before the sabbath, I commanded that the gates 
should be shut, and charged that they should not be opened till 
after the sabbath : and some of my servants set I at the gates, 
that there should no burden be brought in on the sabbath day. 

So the merchants and sellers of all kind of ware lodged without 20 
Jerusalem once or twice. Then I testified against them, and2i 
m said unto them, Why lodge ye "“about the wall? if ye do so 

again, I will lay hands on you. From that time forth came 
they no more on the sabbath. And I commanded the Levites 22 
that they should cleanse themselves, and that they should come 
and keep the gates, to sanctify the sabbath day. Remember 
me, O my God, concerning this also, and spare me according to 
the ° greatness of thy mercy. 

oHeb. Afld In those days also saw I Jews that^h3.d. married wives of 23 
Ashdod, of Ammon, and of Moab : and their children spake 24 
^d^c^neJ^ot spccch of Aslidod, and ^ could not speak in the Jews' 

language, but according to the language ^ of each people. 
people and And I contended with them, and cursed them, and smote 25 
certain of them, and plucked off their hair, and made them 
them. swear by God, saying^ Ye shall not give your daughters unto 
their sons, nor take their daughters unto your sons, or for your- 
1 ® Solomon king of Israel sin by these things ? 26 

yet among many nations was there no king like him, who was 
beloved of his God, and God made him king over all Israel : 
nevertheless even him did outlandish women cause to sin. 
Shall we then hearken unto you to do all this great evil, to 27 
transgress against our God in marrying strange wives ? And 28 
one of the sons of Joiada, the son of Eliashib the high priest, 
was son in law to Sanballat the Horonite : therefore I chased 

me. Remember them, O my God, * because they 29 
have defiled the priesthood, and the covenant of the priesthood, 
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30 and of the Levites. Thus cleansed 1 them from all strangers, 
and appointed the wards of the priests and the Levites, every . 

31 one in his business; and for the wood offering, at times ap- 
pointed, and for the firstfruits. Remember me, O my God, 
for good. 

§ 8. Final Prophecy of the Old Testament, 

MALACHI III. VER. 16, TO THE END. 

16 Then they that feared the Lord spake often one to another: About 400. 
and the Lord hearkened, and heard and a book of remem- 
brance was written before him for them that feared the Lord, 

17 and that thought upon his name. And they shall be mine, 
saith the Lord of hosts, in that da^when I make up my 
^jewels; and I will spare them, as a man spareth his own son 

18 that serveth him. Then shall ye return, and discern between 
the righteous and the wicked, between him that serveth God 
and him that serveth him not. 

MALACHI IV. 

1 GodCs judgment on the wicked^ 2 and his blessing on the good. 4 He exhorteth to the 
study of the law^ 5 and telleth of Elijah* s coming and office. 

1 For, behold, the day cometh, that shall burn as an oven ; 
and all the proud, yea, and all that do wickedly, shall be 
stubble : and the day that cometh shall burn them up, saith 
the Lord of hosts, that it shall leave them neither root nor 
branch 

2 But unto you that fear my name shall the ^ Sun of righte- b Luke i. 78. 

The apparent connexion of this verse with the last two of the preceding chapter has induced 
me to make this division. The description contained in these verses seems to have a primary refe- 
rence to the destruction of Jerusalem by the Romans, A.D. 70, by which is prefigured the last 
general judgment of mankind, when the Lord will finally distinguish between the righteous and the 
wicked ; when the mysteries of His providence will be clearly unfolded, and His ways be justified to 
man. The expression, “ Behold the day cometh,” is, in its secondary application, equally appli- 
cable both to Jews and Christians. We know how truly these predictions have been verified in 
their primary signification ; and we therefore cannot doubt but their further accomplishment will be as 
literally fulfilled. But amidst all these “ terrors of the Lord,” the prophet is permitted to give an 
assurance of approaching salvation to those who trust in God. “ The Sun of righteousness shall arise 
with healing in his wings,” to give light to those that sit in the shadow of death, and to heal the 
transgressions of his people. What the sun is to the natural world, Christ is to the spiritual world, 
“In him we live, move, and have our being.” He is, “ the true light that lighteth every man that 
cometh into the world.” The promises of temporal deliverance, in ver. 2, and chap. iii. 17, 18, were 
wonderfully made good in the preservation of the Christians ; who, trusting in the providence and 
promises of God, fled into the mountains, and thereby escaped the general destruction of the Jewish 
nation* 

As the spirit of prophecy was now to cease, the Messiah having been clearly and progressively 
made known to the Jews by a long succession of prophets, and in prophecies more and more dis- 
tinct ; Malachi at last concludes his mission, by enjoining a strict observance of the law of Moses, 
till Elijah the messenger of the Lord should appear, to turn the hearts of the disobedient to the 
wisdom of the just. Thus Malachi (as Dr. Gray observes) sealed up the volume of prophecy, in a 
description of that personage, with an account of whom the Evangelists begin their Gospel history ; 
who was appointed to prepare the way for the establishment of a new and a better dispensation ; and 
he who terminated the illustrious succession of the prophets, and predicted the coming of the 
Baptist, received the testimony of our Saviour, who defined the period and extent of prophecy, by 
declaring (Matt. xi. 13) that all the prophets prophesied until John.” 
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ousness arise with healing in his wings ; and ye shall go forth, 
and grow up as calves of the stall. 

And ye shall tread down the wicked ; for they shall be ashes 3 
under the soles of your feet in the day that I shall do this^ saith 
the Lord of hosts. 

Remember ye the ® law of Moses my servant, which 1 com- 4 
manded unto him in Horeb for all Israel, with the statutes and 
judgments. 

Behold, I will send you ^ Elijah the prophet before the 5 
coming of the great and dreadful day of the Lord : 

Ana he shall turn the heart of the fathers to the children, 6 
and the heart of the children to their fathers, lest I come and 
smite the earth with a curse. 


§ 9. Detached Genealogies, Successions, and Events, inserted probably 
at the Completion of the Canon 

J chronicles I. 

1 Adam's line to Noah. 5 The sons of Japheth. 8 The sons of Ham. 17 The sons of 
Shem. 24 Shem's line to Abraham. 29 IshmaeVs sons. 32 The sons of Keturah. 
34 The posterity of Abraham by Esau. 43 The kings of Edom. 61 The dukes of 
About 300. Edom. 

a Gen. v. 3 . 9. ^dam, ® Sheth, Enosh, Kenan, Mahalaleel, Jered, Henoch, 1, 2, 3 
Methuselah, Laraech, Noah, Shem, Ham, and Japheth. 4 

These chapters of Chronicles are placed last in this Arrangement, as they contain many 
allusions to the events of the captivity, and the later events of the Jewish history. In chap. iii. the 
genealogy of the family of Zerobabel is carried down to the time of Alexander the Great, or even 
later; that is, nearly to the period when Simon the Just finally completed, as the last of the great 
synagogue, the canon of the Old Testament. These genealogical tables, therefore, were written after 
the time of Ezra, and were probably prefixed by Simon the Just to the book of Chronicles, as an 
appropriate introduction. The other chapters of Chronicles are inserted in their respective places 
in the Arrangement 

Lightfoot has endeavoured to insert in the several parts of his Chronicles, various passages from 
these first chapters : he has however placed them again by themselves towards the conclusion of his 
work, and confesses that it is almost impossible to harmonize the contents with the rest of Scripture, 
on account of the manner in which the incidents noticed in these tables are interwoven with the 
context. I have followed therefore his plan, and after many attempts to insert particular passages 
in the preceding Arrangement, have referred the whole first nine chapters to the time when they 
were not improbably prefixed to the remainder of the first book of Chronicles. 

The Jews comprise the two books of Chronicles in one book, which they call Dibre Hajamim, that 
is, The words of Days, probably from the circumstance of their being compiled out of diaries or 
annals, in which were recorded the various events related in these books. In the Septuagint 
version they are termed Jla^aXurropeva (paraleipomena), or Things omitted; because many things 
which were omitted in the former part of the sacred history are here not only supplied, but some 
narrations also are enlarged, while others are added. The appellation of Chronicles was given to 
these books by Jerome, because they contain an abstract, in order of time, of the whole of the 
sacred history, to the time when they were written. 

Concerning the author of these books nothing certain is known. Some think they are the works 
of different authors ; but the uniformity of the style, the connexion of the facts, together with the 
recapitulations and reflections which are often made, prove that they are the work of one and the 
same person. The Jewish and Christian interpreters in general believe they were the work of Ezra, 
assisted by the prophets Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi. That Ezra was the author, is, on the 
whole, the roost probable opinion. There are words and terms, both in Chronicles and Ezra, which 
are similar ; and prove that each was written after the captivity, and probably by the same person ; 
as those terms were not in use previously to that time ; and some are peculiar to Ezra himself. We 
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5 ^ The sons of Japheth ; Gomer, and Ma^og, and Madai, A.c. About 

6 and Javan, and Tubal, and Meshech, and Tiras. And the v . 


sons of Gomer; Ashchenaz, and ® Riphath, and To^mah. ^^en. x.2. 

7 And the sons of Javan ; Elishah, and Tarshish, Kittim, and c 6x,Diphath, 

d Dodanim. ^ ^ somVcopies. 

8 The sons of Ham ; Cush, and Mizraim, Put, and Canaan. 

9 And the sons of Cush ; Seba, and Havilah, and Sabta, and ing to some 


Raamah, and Sabtecha. And the sons of Raamah ; Sheba, 


10 and Dedan. And Cush ® begat Nimrod: he began to beeoen. x. s. 

11 mighty upon the earth. And Mizraim begat Ludim, and 

12 Anamim, and Lehabim, and Naphtuhim, and Pathrusim, and 


have nriT "Tiaa, “golden cups,” Ezra i. 10; viii. 27; and in 1 Chron. xxviii. 17* And 
1 Chron. xxix. 7, and Ezra ii. 69 ; Nehemiah vii. 70. And rmnSJ"), “ rafts” or floats, 2 Chron. ii. 
16 ; widely differing from rmn^, 1 Kings v. 9 ; which we there translate in the same way. Calmet 
considers these words as strong evidence that these books were the work of Ezra, and penned after 
the captivity. It is most certain that the books of Chronicles are not the original records or memo- 
rials of the transactions of the sovereigns of Israel and Judah, which are so often referred to in the 
historical books of the Old Testament. Those ancient registers were much more copious than the 
books of Chronicles, and have been long lost. 

These books, therefore, can only have been compiled from others written at different times, some 
before, and others after the Babylonish captivity. The ancient Jews took the greatest care to 
register their civil, military, and ecclesiastical transactions ; and the prophets appear to have been 
employed for this purpose, by the several kings under whose reigns they lived. Samuel, Nathan, 
and Gad wrote under the reign of David (1 Chron. xxix. 29). Nathan, Ahijah, and Iddo, under 
Solomon (2 Chron. ix. 29). Shemaiah and Iddo under Rehoboam (2 Chron. xii. 15). Isaiah 
recorded the transactions of Uzziah and of Hezekiah (2 Chron. xxvi. 22, and 2 Chron. xxxii. 32). 
Jeremiah wrote the history of Josiah and his descendants, the last kings of Judah ; and many more 
instances might be mentioned. Besides the prophets, we find other persons likewise employed in 
this office, who were denominated recorders (2 Sam. viii. 16, 2 Kings xviii. 18, 2 Chron. xxxiv. 8.). 

The principal object of the author of this book appears to have been to point out from the public- 
records, still preserved, the state of the different families before the captivity ; that at their return 
they might again possess their respective inheritances. He enters particularly into the duties, 
genealogies, families, and orders of the priests and Levites, that they might more easily assume their 
proper functions ; and that the worship of God might be conducted the same as before, by the 
ordained and legitimate persons. These books may be considered as an epitome of all the sacred 
history, but more especi^ly from the origin of the Jewish nation to their return from the first cap- 
tivity. The first book traces the rise and propagation of the people of Israel from Adam, and after- 
wards gives a circumstantial account of the reign and transactions of David. In the second book 
the narrative is continued, and relates the progress and dissolution of the kingdom of Judah, to the 
very year of the return of the Jews from the Babylonish captivity: as very little notice is taken of 
the kings of Israel, it is not improbable that this book was chiefly extracted from the records of the 
kingdom of Judah. The period of time embraced in the books of Chronicles is about 3468 years : 
they may be commodiously divided into four parts, viz. 1. The genealogies of those persons through 
whom the Messiah was to descend, from Adam to the captivity, and to the time of Ezra ; — 2. The 
histories of Saul and David ; — 3. The history of the united kingdoms of Israel and Judah under 
Solomon ; and, 4. The history of the kingdom of Judah after the secession of the ten tribes from 
Rehoboam to its utter subversion by Nebuchadnezzar. 

It will be necessary to remember, that the terms “father,” “son,” “begat,” and “ begotten,” 
which so frequently occur in these Hebrew genealogies, do not always denote an immediate son 
or descendant; but extend to any distant progenitor# Thus, in Gen. xxix. 5, Laban is called the 
son of Nahor, though in fact he was only his grandson ; and similar instances are often to be found 
in the Scriptures. The extensive genealogical tables contained in the book of Chronicles, are a 
signal testimony to the origin and preservation of the Jewish Church among mankind; and of the 
fulfilment of the divine promises to Abraham, that his seed should be multiplied as the sand upon 
the sea-shore (Gen. xxii. 17). They are also of very great importance, as exhibiting “ the detail of 
the sacred line, through which the promise of the Messiah was transmitted so that when in tlie 
fulness of time this promised Mediator was revealed in the flesh, the church and people of God might 
infallibly know that this was that very promised seed of the woman, the eon of Abraham, and the 
son of David. — Dr. Adam Clarke, in his preface to Chronicles ; and Horne’s Crit Introd. in loc. 
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A.c. About Casluhim, (of whom came the Philistines,) and ^Caphthorim. 

V . And Canaan begat Zidon his firstborn, and Heth, the Jebu- 13, 14 

fDeut.ii. 23. gite also, and the Amorite, and the Girgashite, and the Hivite, 15 
and the Arkite, and the Sinite, and the Arvadite, and the 16 
Zemarite, and the Hamathite. 

The sons of « Shem; Elam, and Asshur, and Arphaxad, and 17 
h Or, Mash, Lud, and Aram, and Uz, and Hul, and Gether, and ^ Meshech. 
Gen. X. 23 . Arphaxad be^t Shelah, and Shelah begat Eber. And is, 19 

unto Eber were born two sons : the name of the one was 


U»^?Girf* ^ Peleg ; (because in his days the earth was divided:) and his 
X.25.’ * brother’s name was Joktan. And ^Joktan begat Almodad, 20 

kGen.x. 26 . Sheleph, and Hazarmaveth, and Jerah, Hadorara also, and 21 
Uzal, and Diklah, and Ebal, and Abimael, and Sheba, and 22 , 23 


Ophir, and Havilah, and Jobab. All these were the sons of 
Joktan. 


^ Shem, Arphaxad, Shelah, Eber, Peleg, Reu, Serug, 24, 25 , 26 
mGen.xi.i5. Nahor, Tcrah, ” Abram; the same is Abraham. The sons 27? 28 
oGen^Yxi!!’ Abraham; ® Isaac, and Pishmael. 

p Gen xvi Thesc are their generations: The ^firstborn of Ishmael, 29 
11 . 15 . Nebaioth; then Kedar, and Abdeel, and Mibsam, Mishma, 30 
and Dumah, Massa, ^ Hadad, and Tema, Jetur, Naphish, and 31 
G?n; SyaL Kedemah. These are the sons of Ishmael. 

Now the sons of Keturah, Abraham’s concubine : she bare 32 
Zimran, and Jokshan, and Medan, and Midian, and Ishbak, 
and Shuah. And the sons of Jokshan ; Sheba, and Dedan. 
And the sons of Midian ; Ephah, and Epher, and Henoch, and 33 
Abida, and Eldaah. All these are the sons of Keturah. 

And Abraham begat Isaac. The sons of Isaac ; Esau and 34 
sGen.xxxvi. Israel. The sons of® Esau; Eliphaz, Reuel, and Jeush, and 35 
Jaalam, and Korah. The sons of Eliphaz ; Teman, and Omar, 36 
Gen Sxvi’ ^ Zephi, and Gatam, Kenaz, and Timna, andft Amalek. The 37 
11. * sons of Reuel; Nahath, Zerah, Shammah, and Mizzah. And 38 

the sons of Seir ; Lotan, and Shobal, and Zibeon, and Anah, 
and Dishon, and Ezar, and Dishan. And the sons of Lotan ; 39 
gS^'Sxv”' and ^Homam: and Timna was Lotan’s sister. The 40 
22. sons of Shobal ; ^ Alian, and Manahath, and Ebal, ^ Shep^hi, 

Gen.xxxvL and Onam. And the sons of Zibeon; Aiah, and Anah. The 41 


y Or. SAepho, ^011 of Anah ; * Dishon. And the sons of Dishon ; » Amram, 
Gen.’ ixxvi. ’ ^nd Eshban, and Ithran, and Cheran. The sons of Ezer ; 42 
z Gen. Bilhan, and Zavan, and ^ Jakan. The sons of Dishan ; Uz, 
and Aran. 

these are the ® kings that reigned in the land of Edom, 43 
bor, before any king reigned over the children of Israel; Bela the 
^n.xxxv. Beor : and the name of his ci^ was Dinhabah. And 44 

when Bela was dead, Jobab the son of Zerah of Bozrah reigned 
in his stead. And when Jobab was dead, Husham of the land 45 
of the Temanites reigned in his stead. And when Husham 46 
was dead, Hadad the son of Bedad, (which smote Midian in 
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the field of Moab,) reigned in his stead : and the name of his 

47 city was Avith. And when Hadad was dead, Samlah of Mas- 

48 rekah reigned in his stead. ^ And when Samlah was dead, 

49 Shaul of Rehoboth by the river reigned in his stead. And 
when Shaul was dead, Baal-hanan the son of Achbor reigned 

50 in his stead. And when Baal-hanan was dead, ® Hadad reigned 
in his stead : and the name of his city was ^ Pai ; and his wife’s 
name was Mehetabel, the daughter of Matred, the daughter of 
Mezahab. 

51 Hadad died also. And the ^ dukes of Edom were; duke 

52 Timnah, duke ^ Aliah, duke Jetheth, duke Aholibamah, duke 

53 Elah, duke Pinon, duke Kenaz, duke Teman, duke Mibzar, 

54 duke Magdiel, duke Iram. These are the dukes of Edom. 


A.C. About 
300. 

d Gen. xxxvi. 
37. 


e Or, Hadar, 
Gen. xxxvi, 
39. 

f Or, Pau, 
Gen. xxxvi. 


g Gen. xxxvi, 
40. 

h Or, Alvah. 


1 CHRONICLES II. 

1 The sons of Israel. 3 The posterity of Judah by Tamar. 13 The children of Jesse. 

18 The posterity of Caleb the son of Hezron. 21 Hezron^s posterity by the daughter 
of Machir. 25 JerdhmeeVs posterity. 34 Sheshan*s posterity. 42 Another branch 
of Caleb's posterity. 50 The posterity of Caleb the son of Hur. 

1 These are the sons of * Israel ; ^ Reuben, Simeon, Levi, and 

2 Judah, Issachar, and Zebulun, Dan, Joseph, and Benjamin, 32 . & ixx. s. 

Naphtali, Gad, and Asher. 22 .^&Yivi.\ 

3 The sons of ^ Judah; Er, and Onan, and Shelah: which 

three were born unto him of the daughter of ™ Shua the Canaan- * 

itess. And Er, the firstborn of Judah, was evil in the sight rn'cen.* 

4 of the Lord ; and he slew him. And ^ Tamar his daughter in n*Gen“‘ 
law bare him Pharez and Zerah. All the sons of Judah were 

5 , 6 five. The sons of ® Pharez ; Hezron, and Hamul. And the 0 Ruth iv.'in. 

sons of Zerah ; p Zimri, and ^ Ethan, and Heman, and Calcol, vor, zabdi, 
7 and ’^Dara: five of them in all. And the sons of Carmi ; q? kin“iv.’ 

® Achar, the trcfubler of Israel, who trans^essed in the thing j)arda. 
8 , 9 ^ accursed. And the sons of Ethan; Azariah. The sons also 

of Hezron, that were born unto him ; Jerahmeel, and Ram, & vr 1 . ' 

10 and ^ Chelubai. And Ram y begat Amminadab; and Ammin- 
liadab begat Nahshon, prince of the children of Judah; and 

12 Nahshon begat * Salma, and Salma begat Boaz, and Boaz be- y Ruthiv.’w. 

gat Obed, and Obed begat Jesse. Ruthiv.*^??' 

13 ^And Jesse begat his firstborn Eliab, and Abinadab the azsam.xvi. 

14 second, and ^ Shimma the third, Nethaneel the fourth, Raddai b Or, Sham- 
15 , 16 the fifth, Ozem the sixth, David the seventh: whose sisters 

were Zeruiah, and Abigail. And the sons of Zeruiah ; Abishai, 

17 and Joab, and Asahel, three. And Abigail bare Amasa: and 

the father of Amasa was ® Jether the Ishmeelite. 25 ^ /XaY» ’ 

18 And Caleb the son of Hezron begat children of Azubah his i^aeiiu, 
wife, and of Jerioth : her sons are these; Jesher, and Shobab, 

19 and Ardon. And when Azubah was dead, Caleb took unto 

20 him Ephrath, which bare him Hur. And Hur begat Uri, and 

LIri begat ^ Bezaleel. <1 Ex.xxxi. 2 . 
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A.c. About And afterward Hezron went in to the daughter of Machir 21 
. , the father of Gilead, whom he ® married when he tJoaB three- 

• score years old ; and she bare him Segub. And Segub begat 22 

Jair, who had three and twenty cities in the land of Gilead, 
f And he took Geshur, and Aram, with the towns of Jair, from 23 
h! josh.'xiii. them, with Kenath, and the towns thereof, even threescore 
cities : all these belonged to the sons of Machir the father of 
Gilead. And after that Hezron was dead in Caleb-ephratah, 24 
then Abiah Hezron’s wife bare him Ashur the father of Tekoa. 

And the sons of Jerahmeel the firstborn of Hezron were. 25 
Ram the firstborn, and Bunah, and Oren, and Ozem, and 
Ahijah. Jerahmeel had also another wife, whose name was2Q 
Atarah ; she was the mother of Onam. And the sons of Ram 27 
the firstborn of Jerahmeel were, Maaz, and Jamin, and Eker. 
And the sons of Onam were, Shammai, and Jada. And the 28 
sons of Shammai ; Nadab, and Abishur. And the name of the 29 
wife of Abishur was Abihail, and she bare him Ahban, and 
Molid. And the sons of Nadab ; Seled, and Appaim : but 30 
Seled died without children. And the sons of Appaim; Ishi. 31 
And the sons of Ishi ; Sheshan. And the children of Sheshan; 
Ahlai. And the sons of Jada the brother of Shammai ; Jether, 32 
and Jonathan ; and Jether died without children. And the 33 
sons of Jonathan ; Peleth, and Zaza. These were the sons of 
Jerahmeel. 

Now Sheshan had no sons, but daughters. And Sheshan 34 
had a servant, an Egyptian, whose name was Jarha. And 35 
Sheshan gave his daughter to Jarha his servant to wife ; and 
she bare him Attai. And Attai begat Nathan, and Nathan 36 
gch. xi.4i. begat ^ Zabad, and Zabad begat Ephlal, and Ephlal begat Obed, 37 
and Obed begat Jehu, and Jehu be^at Azariah, and Azariah 38 , 39 
begat Helez, and Helez begat Eleasah, and Eleasah begat 40 
Sisamai, and Sisamai begat Shallum, and Shallum begat Jeka-41 
miah, and Jekamiah begat Elishama. 

Now the sons of Caleb the brother of Jerahmeel were^ Mesha 42 
his firstborn, which was the father of Ziph ; and the sons of 
Mareshah the father of Hebron. And the sons of Hebron; 43 
Korah, and Tappuah, and Rekem, and Shema. And Shema44 
begat Raham, the father of Jorkoam : and Rekem begat Sham- 
inai. And the son of Shammai was Maon : and Maon was the 45 
father of Beth-zur. And Ephah, Caleb’s concubine, bare 46 
Haran, and Moza, and Gazez : and Haran begat Gazez. And 47 
the sons of Jahdai; Regem, and Jotham, and Gesham, and 
Pelet, and Ephah, and Shaaph. Maachah, Caleb’s concubine, 48 
bare Sheber, and Tirhanah. She bare also Shaaph the father 49 
of Madmannah, Sheva the father of Machbenah, and the father 
h^josh. XV. Gibea : and the daughter of Caleb was ^ Achsa. 

iovyEphrath, These were the sons of Caleb the son of Hur, the firstborn 50 

ver’ifl. ’ of* Ephratah; Shobal the father of Kirjath-jearim, Salma the 51 
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62 father of Beth-lehem, Hareph the father of Beth-gader- And A.c About 
Shobal the father of Kiijath-jearim had sons ; ^ Haroeh, and . ^ 

53 ^ half of the Manabethites. And the families of Kirjath-jearim ; 
the Ithrites, and the Puhites, and the Shumathites, and i dr, 
Mishraites ; of them came the Zareathites, and the Eshtaulites. 

54 The sons of Salma ; Beth-lehem, and the Netophathites, 
^"Ataroth, the house of Joab, and half of the Manabethites, mor,^*a.' 

55 the Zorites. And the families of the scribes which dwelt at crowns of 
Jabez ; the Tirathites, the Shimeathites, and Suchathites. 

These are the Kenites that came of Hemath, the father of the ^ i®- 

house of ° Recbab. 2 


1 CHRONICLES III. 

1 The sons of David. 10 His line to Zedekiah. \^ The successors of Jeconiah. 

1 Now these were the sons of David, which were born unto 

him in Hebron ; the firstborn p Amnon, of Ahinoam, the ^ Jez- p 2 sam. iif. 

2 reelitess ; the second ^ Daniel, of Abigail the Carmelitess : the q Josh. XV, 56. 
third, Absalom the son of Maachah the daughter of Talmai I slmAirij 
king of Geshur : the fourth, Adonijah the son of Haggith : 

3 the fifth, Shephatiah of Abital: the sixth, Ithream by ® Eglah t2Sam 'vil' 

4 his wife. These six were born unto him in Hebron ; and there u or, sham- 
he reigned seven years and six months : and in Jerusalem he v.Tl 

5 reigned thirty and three years. ^ And these were born unto fhelar/sam. 
him in Jerusalem ; ^ Shimea, and Shobab, and Nathan, and 

6 Solomon, four of * Bath-shua the daughter of y Ammiel : Ibhar 2 sam. xiH*. 

7 also, and ^ Elishama, and Eliphelet, and Nogah, and Nepheg, 2San^v!^*5? 

8 and Japhia, and Elishama, and ® Eliada, and Eliphelet, nine. ® 

9 These were all the sons of David, beside the sons of the concu- 7 . 

bines, and ^ Tamar their sister. sam.xni. 

10 And Solomon’s son was ® Rehoboam, ^ Abia his son, Asa his & xv.^e! 

11 son, Jehoshaphat his son, Joram his son, ® Ahaziah his 

12 Joash his son, Amaziah his son, ^Azariah his son, Jotham his e Or, Azariahy 

13 son, Ahaz his son, Hezekiah his son, Manasseh his son, g 
14 , 15 Amon his son, Josiah his son. And the sons of Josiah were^ 

the firstborn « Johanan, the second ^ Jehoiakim, the third * Zede- f Or\ uzziah, 

16 kiah, the fourth Shallum. And the sons of ^ Jehoiakim : ^ Je- 

coniah his son, Zedekiah ® his son. Sil 3^”’ 

17 And the sons of Jeconiah; Assir, " Salathiel his son, bOr,£/ia- 

18 Malchiram also, and Pedaiah, and Shenazar, Jecamiah, xxTii, 34. 
igHoshama, and Nedabiah. And the sons of Pedaiah 

Zerubbabel, and Shimei; and the sons of Zerubbabel; Me- 

20 shullam, and Hananiah, and Shelomith their sister : and i Or, Jehoia- 
Hashubah, and Ohel, and Berechiah, and Hasadiali, Jushab- xxrv’.^^o”' 

21 hesed, five. And the sons of Hananiah; Pelatiah, and Jesaiah: 

the sons of Rephaiah, the sons of Arnan, the sons of Obadiah, m2 kin. 

22 the sons of Shechaniah. And the sons of Shechaniah; She- S^gTisUncie. 
maiah : and the sons of Shemaiah ; Hattush, and Igeal, and 

23 Bariah, and Neariah, and Shaphat, six. And the sons of « Matt. i. 12. 

12 
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A.C. About Neariah ; Elioenai and p Hezekiah, and Azrikam, three. 

V ^ And the sons of Elioenai were^ Hodaiah, and Eliashib, and 24 

pHeb.HwAri- pelaiah, and Akkub, and Johanan, and Dalaiah, and Anani, 

Sahu. 

seven. 

1 CHRONICLES IV. 

1.11 The posterity of Judah by Caleb the son qf Hur, 6 Of Ashur the posthumous son 
of Hezron. 2 Of Jabez, and his prayer. 21 The posterity <f Shelah. 24 The pos- 
terity and cities of Simeon. 39 Their conquest of Gedor^ and of the Amalekites in mount 
Seir, 

xx^vHi 29 Judah ; ^ Pharez, Hezron, and ^ Carmi, and i 

& xivi. 12. * Hur, and Shobal. And ® Reaiah the son of Shobal begat 2 
L^,^chf'ii*9. Jahath ; and Jahath be^at Ahumai, and Lahad. These are the 

families of the Zorathites. And these were of the father of 3 
sbr. WoeA, Etam ; Jezreel, and Ishma, and Idbash : and the name of their 
^ ' sister was Hazelelponi : and Penuel the father of Gedor, and 4 

Ezer the father of Hushah. These are the sons of Hur, the 
firstborn of Ephratah, the father of Beth-lehem. 
t ch. ii. 24. And * Ashur the father of Tekoa had two wives, Helah and 5 
Neiarah. And Naarah bare him Ahuzam, and Hepher, and 6 
Temeni, and Haahaslitari. These were the sons of Naarah. 
And the sons of Helah were^ Zereth, and Jezoar, and Ethnan. 7 
And Coz begat Anub, and Zobebah, and the families of Aharhel 8 
the son of Harum. 

And Jabez was more honourable than his brethren : and his 9 
u That is, mother called his name Jabez, saying, Because I bare him 
sorrowful, sorrow. And Jabez called on the God of Israel, saying, 10 

wouldest bless me indeed, and enlarge my coast, 
and that thine hand might be with me, and that thou wouldest 
yHeb.dome. y keep me from evil, that it may not grieve me ! And God 
granted him that which he requested. 

And Chelub the brother of Shuah begat Mehir, which was 1 1 
the father of Eshton. And Eshton begat Beth-rapha, and 12 
l/NahLh*^ Paseah, and Tehinnah the father of ^ Ir-nahash. These are 
“ ■ the men of Rechah. And the sons of Kenaz ; Othniel, and 13 

a Or. Hat- Scraiah : and the sons of Othniel ; ® Hathath. And Meonothai 14 
Meohothai, begat Ophrah : and Seraiah begat Joab, the father of the 
b ()rt?nhkt''’ ^ of ® Cliarasliim ; for they were craftsmen. And the 15 

Caleb the son of Jephunneh ; Iru, Elah, and Naam : 
c That is,* and the sons of Elah, ^ even Kenaz. And the sons of Jeha- 16 
d Or, l^lool ; Ziph, and Ziphah, Tiria, and Asareel. And the sons 17 
of Ezra were, Jether, and Mered, and Epher, and Jalon : and 
she bare Miriam, and Shammai, and Ishbah the father of 
j^esf.^ Eshtemoa. And his wife ® Jehudijah bare Jered the father of 18 
Gedor, and Heber the father of Socho, and Jekuthiel the 
father of Zanoah. And these are the sons of Bithiah the 
daughter of Pharaoh, which Mered took. And the sons of his 19 
f Or, Jshndi- wife^Hodiah the sister of Naham, the father of Keilah the 

Garmite, and Eshtemoa the Maachathite. And the sons of 20 



PART HI.] 


TABLES OF GENEALOGY. 


785 


Shimon were^ Amnon, and Rinnah, Ben-hanan, and Tilon. A.c. About 
And the sons of Ishi were^ Zoheth, and Ben-zoheth. > 

21 The sons of Shelah « the son of Judah were^ Er the father of ^ 

Lecah, and Laadah the father of Mareshah, and the families of 

the house of them that wrought fine linen, of the house of 

22 Ashbea, and Jokim, and the men of Chozeba, and Joash, and 
Saraph, who had the dominion in Moab, and Jashubi-lehem. 

23 And these are ancient things. These were the potters, and 
those that dwelt among plants and hedges : there they dwelt 
with the king for his work. 

24 The sons of Simeon were^ ^ Nemuel, and Jamin, * Jarib, 

25 Zerah, and Shaul : Shallum his son, Mibsam his son, Mishma ex.vl is. 

26 his son. And the sons of Mishma; Hamuel his son, Zacchur 12 “"' 

27 his son, Shimei his son. And Shimei had sixteen sons and 
six daughters ; but his brethren had not many children, neither 
did all their family multiply, ^ like to the children of Judah. ^ 

28 And they dwelt at ^Beer-sheba, and Moladah, and Hazar-shual, ^ ^'^ 2 . 

29, 30 and at Bilhah, and at Ezem, and at ° Tolad, and at 

31 Bethuel, and at Hormah, and at Ziklag, and at Beth-marca- ]^o],EluhL, 
both, and ° Hazar-susim, and at Beth-birei, and at Shaaraim. 

32 These were their cities unto the reign of David. And their 8US(lh, Josli. 
villages were^ p Etam, and Ain, Rimmon, and Tochen, and p or, Ether, 

33 Ashan, five cities : and all their villages that were round about 
the same cities, unto ^ Baal. These were their habitations, 

34 and ^ their genealogy. And Meshobab, and Jamlech, and xix.’s. 

35Joshah the son of Amaziah, and Joel, and Jehu the son oi^MedthZ- 

36Josibiah, the son of Seraiah, the son of Asiel, and Elioenai, 

and Jaakobah, and Jeshohaiah, and Asaiah, and Adiel, and them. 

37 Jesimiel, and Benaiah, and Ziza the son of Shiphi, the son of 
Allon, the son of Jedaiah, the son of Shimri, the son of She- 

38 maiah ; these ® mentioned by their names were princes in their j^Heb. cow- 
families : and the house of their fathers increased greatly. 

39 And they went to the entrance of Gedor, even unto th6 east 

40 side of the valley, to seek pasture for their flocks. And they 
found fat pasture and good, and the land was wide, and quiet, 

41 and peaceable ; for they of Ham had dwelt there of old. And 
these written by name came in the days of Hezekiah king of 
Judah, and smote their tents, and the habitations that were 
found there, and destroyed them utterly unto this day, and 
dwelt in their rooms; because there was pasture for their flocks. 

42 And some of them, even of the sons of Simeon, five hundred 
men, went to mount Seir, having for their captains Pelatiah, 

43 and Neariah, and Rephaiah, and Uzziel, the sons of Ishi. And 
they smote the rest of the Amalekites that were escaped, and 
dwelt there unto this day. 
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1 CHRONICLES V. 


1 The line of Reuben {who lost his birthright) unto the captivity. 9 Their habitation 
at^ conquest of the Hagarites. 11 The chief men and habitations of Gad. 18 The 
number and conquest of Reuben, Gad, and the half qf Manasseh, 23 The habitations 
and chief men of that half tribe. 25 Their captivity for their sin. 


A.c. About Now the sons of Reuben the firstborn of Israel, (for he was i 
300. the firstborn; but, forasmuch as he defiled his father’s bed, 
t Gen. XXXV. his birthright was given unto the sons of Joseph the son of 
22 . &xiix.4. the genealogy is not to be reckoned mter the birth- 

uGen. xiix. right. For ^Judah prevailed above his brethren, *and of him 2 
X Mic. V. 2. came the chief y ruler ; but the birthright was Joseph’s : ) the 3 
^or, prince, sons, I say^ of * Reubcn the firstborn of Israel were^ Hanoch, 
^^®^:^'^*and Pallu, Hezron, and Carmi. The sons of Joel; Shemaiah 4 
Num. xxvi. his son, Gog his son, Shimei his son, Micah his son, Reaia 5 
Or, Tigiath- his son, Baal his son, Beerah his son, whom ^ Tilgath-pilneser 6 
xv^w.’&xvT. of Assyria carried away captive: he was prince of the 

Reubenites. And his brethren by their families, when the 7 
genealogy of their generations was reckoned, were the chief, 
Jeiel, and Zechariah, and Bela the son of Azaz, the son of s 


mSa/ver. 4 . ^ Shcma, the son of Joel, who dwelt in ® Aroer, even unto Nebo 
c Josh. xiii. and Baal-meon : and eastward he inhabited unto the entering 9 
’ * in of the wilderness from the river Euphrates : because their 

cattle were multiplied in the land of Gilead. And in the days 10 
of Saul they made war with the Hagarites, who fell by their 
^^Heb«po«^^]jand : and they dwelt in their tents ^ throughout all the east 


land of Gilead. 


And the children of Gad dwelt over against them, in the land 11 
1 / 24 ^’ of ® Bashan unto Salcah : Joel the chief, and Shapham the next, 12 
and Jaanai, and Shaphat in Bashan, And their brethren of 13 
the house of their fathers were^ Michael, and MeshuUam, and 
Sheba, and Jorai, and Jachan, and Zia, and Heber, seven. 
These are the children of Abihail the son of Huri, the son of 14 
Jaroah, the son of Gilead, the son of Michael, the son of Jeshi- 
shai, the son of Jahdo, the son of Buz ; Ahi the son of Abdiel, 15 
the son of Guni, chief of the house of their fathers. And they 16 
dwelt in Gilead in Bashan, and in her towns, and in all the 
f ch. xxvii. suburbs of ^ Sharon, upon ^ their borders. All these were 1 7 
g Heb. their reckoned by genealogies in the days of ^ Jotham king of Judah, 
rrSn*! XV. in the days of Jeroboam king of Israel. 

6 . 32 . nriie gQjjg Qf Reuben, and the Gadites, and half the tribe of I8 

[^paiouJ!* Manasseh, * of valiant men, men able to bear buckler and sword, 
and to shoot with bow, and skilful in war, were four and forty 
thousand seven hundred and threescore, that went out to the 
j Gen. XXV. war. And they made war with the Hagarites, with ^Jetur, 19 
and Nephish, and Nodab. And they were nelped against them, 20 
and the Hararites were delivered into their hand, and all that 
were with them : for they cried to God in the battle, and he 
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was intreated of them ; because they put their trust in him. ^.c. About 

21 And they *^took away their cattle; of their camels fifty thou- . , 

sand, and of sheep two hundred and fifty thousand, and of asses 

22 two thousand, and of ^men an hundred thousand. For there 

fell down many slain, because the war was of God. And they Nu*S^”x 3 ^i. 
dwelt in their steads until the captivity. 

23 And the children of the half tribe of Manasseh dwelt in the 
land : they increased from Bashan unto Baal-hermon and Senir, 

24 and unto Mount Hermon. And these were the heads of the 
house of their fathers, even Epher, and Ishi, and Eliel, and 
Azriel, and Jeremiah, and Hodaviah, and Jahdiel, mighty 
men of valour, famous men, and heads of the house of their 
lathers. 

25 And they transgressed against the God of their fathers, and 
went a ” whoring after the gods of the people of the land, 

26 whom God destroyed before them. And the God of Israel 
stirred up the spirit of ® Pul king of Assyria, and the spirit of Kin. xv. 
Tilgath-pilneser king of Assyria, and he carried them away, 

even the Reubenites, and the Gadites, and the half tribe of 
Manasseh, and brought them unto p Halah, and Habor, and Kin.xvii. 
Kara, and to the river Gozan, unto this day. 

1 CHRONICLES VI. 

I The sons of Levi. 4 I7ie line of the priests unto the captivity, 1 6 The families of 
Gershom, Merari^ and Kohath. 49 The ojjfice of Aaron, and his line unto Ahimaaz. 

54 The cities of the priests and Levites. 

1, 2 The sons of Levi ; Gershon, Kohath, and Merari. And 
the sons of Kohath; Amram, Izhar, and Hebron, and Uzziel. 

3 And the children of Amram ; Aaron, and Moses, and Miriam. * 

The sons also of Aaron; ® Nadab, and Abihu, Eleazar, andsLev. x i. 
Ithamar. 

4, 5 Eleazar begat Phinehas, Phinehas begat Abishua, and 

6 Abishua begat Bukki, and Bukki begat Uzzi, and Uzzi begat 

7 Zerahiah, and Zerahiah begat Meraioth, Meraioth begat Ama- 

8 riah, and Amariah begat Ahitub, and Ahitub begat Zadok, 

9 and * Zadok begat Ahimaaz, and Ahimaaz begat Azariah, and 

10 Azariah begat Johanan, and Johanan begat Azariah, (he it is 
that executed the priest’s office ^ in the ^ temple that Solomon 

II built in Jerusalem :) and Azariah begat Amariah, and Amariah vi. 
12 begat Ahitub, and Ahitub begat Zadok, and Zadok begat ^ 

135 ^ Snallum, and Shallum begat Hilkiah, and Hilkiah begat Aza- /am^ch.ix.ii. 

14 riah, and Azariah begat * Seraiah, and Seraiah begat Jehozadak, * 

15 and Jehozadak went into captivity^ ^ y/hen the Lord carried *^2 Kin. xxv. 
away Judah and Jerusalem by the hand of Nebuchadnezzar. 

16 , 17 The sons of Levi; Gershom, Kohath, and Merari. And 

these he the names of the sons of Gershom; Libni, and Shi- ver. i. 

18 mei. And the sons of Kohath were^ Amram, and Izhar, and 

19 Hebron, and Uzziel. The sons of Merari ; Mahli, and Mu- 

3 E 2 « 
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A.c. About shi. And these are the families of the Levites according to 
V . their fathers. Of Gershom; Libni his son, ^ahath his son, 20 

^ Zimmah his son, ® Joah his son, ^Iddo his son, Zerah his son, 21 
ver. 42. « Jeaterai his son. The sons of Kohath ; ^ Amminadab his 22 

son, Korah his son, Assir his son, Elkanah his son, and Ebia- 23 
s^h his son, and Assir his son, Tahath his son, ^ Uriel his son, 24 
h Or, izhar, Uzziah his son, and Shaul his son. And the sons of Elkanah ; 25 
i Or, Zepha- ^ Amasai, and Ahimoth. As for Elkanah : the sons of Elka- 26 
^ Zophai his son, and ™ Nahath his son, " Eliab his son, 27 
ver/^r J^^oham his son, Elkanah his son. And the sons of Samuel ; 28 
35 , 36.'^^ ’ the firstborn ® Vashni, and Abiah. The sons of Merari ; Mahli, 29 
Libni his son, Shimei his son, Uzza his son, Shimei his son, 30 
Asaiah his son. And these are they whom 3i 
Toah. ’ David set over the service of song in the house of the Lord, 
Euei.' after that the p ark had rest. And they ministered before the 32 
joef'yefsl dwelling place of the tabernacle of the congregation with sing- 
& 1 Sam. viii. iyjg, until Solomon had built the house of the Lord in Jerusa- 
p ch. xvi. 1 . lem : and then they waited on their office according to their 
q neh. stood, order. And these are they that ^ waited with their children. 33 
Of the sons of the Kohathites : Heman a singer, the son of Joel, 
the son of Shemuel, the son of Elkanah, the son of Jeroham, 34 
Eliel, the son of ^ Toah, the son of ® Zuph, the son 35 
8 Or, Zophai. of Elkanah, the son of Mahath, the son of Amasai, the son of 36 
\halCuz- Elkanah, the son of ^ Joel, the son of Azariah, the son of Zeph- 
ziah, Uriel, auiah, the son of Tahath, the son of Assir, the son of Ebiasaph, 37 
“ * * the son of Korah, the son of Izhar, the son of Kohath, the son 38 

of Levi, the son of Israel. And his brother Asaph, who stood 39 
on his right hand, even Asaph the son of Berachiah, the son of 

Shimea, the son of Michael, the son of Baaseiah, the son of 40 

Malchiah, the son of Ethni, the son of Zerah, the son of Adaiah, 41 
the son of Ethan, the son of Zimmah, the son of Shimei, the 42, 43 
son of Jahath, the son of Gershom, the son of Levi. And their 44 
the sons of Merari stood on the left hand : ^ Ethan the 
ix.16. &XXV. son of y Kishi, the son of Abdi, the son of Malluch, the son of 45 

y o'r,k« Hashabiah, the son of Amaziah, the son of Hilkiah, the son of 46 

Amzi, the son of Bani, the son of Shamer, the son of Mahli, 47 
the son of Mushi, the son of Merari, the son of Levi. Their 48 
brethren also the Levites were appointed unto all manner of 
service of the tabernacle of the house of God. 

X Lev 1.9 Aaron and his sons offered ®upon the altar of the burnt 49 

a Ex. XXX. 7 . offering, and ® on the altar of incense, and were appointed for all 
the work of the place most holy, and to make an atonement for 
Israel, according to all that Moses the servant of God had com- 
manded. And these are the sons of Aaron ; Eleazar his son, 50 
Phinehas his son, Abishua his son, Bukki his son, Uzzi hissi 
son, Zerahiah his son, Meraioth his son, Amariah his son, Ahi- 52 
tub his son, Zadok his son, Ahimaaz his son. 53 

Now these are their dwellingplaces throughout their castles 54 
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in their coasts, of the sons of Aaron, of the families of the Ko- A.c. About 

55 hathites : for heir’s was the lot. And they gave them Hebron , ^ , 

in the land of Judah, and the suburbs thereof round about it. 

56 But the fields of the city, and the villages thereof, they gave 

57 to Caleb the son of Jephunneh. And to the sons of Aaron 
they gave the cities of Judah, namely^ Hebron, the city of 
refuge, and Libnah with her suburbs, and Jattir, and Eshte- 

58 moa, with their suburbs, and ^ Hilen with her suburbs, Debir 

59 with her suburbs, and Ashan with her suburbs, and Beth- c or, 

eoshemesh with her suburbs: and out of the tribe of Benjamin; 

Geba with her suburbs, and ^ Alemeth with her suburbs, and jo^h. xxTTs. 
Anathoth with her suburbs. All their cities throughout their 

61 families were thirteen cities. And unto the sons of Kohath, 
which were left of the family of that tribe, were cities given out 

of the half tribe, namely^ out of the half tribe of Manasseh, ® by e Josu.xxi.s. 

62 lot, ten cities. And to the sons of Gershom throughout their 
families out of the tribe of Issachar, and out of tne tribe of 
Asher, and out of the tribe of Naphtali, and out of the tribe of 

63 Manasseh in Bashan, thirteen cities. Unto the sons of Merari 
were given by lot, throughout their families, out of the tribe of 
Reuben, and out of the tribe of Gad, and out of the tribe of 

64 Zebulun, ^twelve cities. And the children of Israel gave tofJosh. xxi. 

65 the Levites these cities with their suburbs. And they gave by 
lot out of the tribe of the children of Judah, and out of the 
tribe of the children of Simeon, and out of the tribe of the 
children of Benjamin, these cities, which are called by their 

66 names. And the residue of the families of the sons of Kohath 

67 had cities of their coasts out of the tribe of Ephraim. ^ And g^Josh. xxi. 
they gave unto them, of the cities of refuge, Shechem in mount 
Ephraim with her suburbs ; they gave also Gezer with her sub- 

68 urbs, and ^Jokmeamwith her suburbs, and Beth-horon with see josh. 

69 her suburbs, and Aijalon with her suburbs, and Gath-rimmon where many 

70 with her suburbs : and out of the half tribe of Manasseh ; Aner 
with her suburbs, and Bileam with her suburbs, for the family Names. 

71 of the remnant of the sons of Kohath. Unto the sons of Ger- 
shom were given out of the family of the half tribe of Manasseh, 

Golan in Bashan with her suburbs, and Ashtaroth with her 

72 suburbs : and out of the tribe of Issachar ; Kedesh with her 

73 suburbs, Daberath with her suburbs, and Ramoth with her 

74 suburbs, and Anem with her suburbs : and out of the tribe of 
Asher ; Mashal with her suburbs, and Abdon with her suburbs, 

75 and Hukok with her suburbs, and Rehob wdth her suburbs : 

76 and out of the tribe of Naphtali ; Kedesh in Galilee with her 
suburbs, and Hammon with her suburbs, and Kirjathaim with 

77 her suburbs. Unto the rest of the children of Merari 

' given^ out of the tribe of Zebulun, Rimmon with her suburbs, 

78 Tabor with her suburbs : and on the other side Jordan by 
Jericho, on the east side of Jordan, were given them out of the 
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A.c. About tribe of Reuben, Bezer in the wilderness with her suburbs, and 
V . Jahzah with her suburbs, Kedemoth also with her suburbs, and 79 

Mephaath with her suburbs: and out of the tribe of Gad; so 
Ramoth in Gilead with her suburbs, and Mahanaim with her 
suburbs, and Heshbon with her suburbs, and Jazer with hersi 
suburbs. 

1 CHRONICLES VII. 

1 The sons of I ssachar, 6 of Benjamin^ 13 q/* Naphtali, 14 of Manasseh) 20. 24 and of 
Ephraim. 21 The calamity of Ephraim by the men of Gath. 23 Beriah is born. 
28 Ephraim's habitations. 30 The sons of Asher. 

la^^Num Issachar were^ ^ Tola, and ^ Puah, Jashub, i 

xxvi. 23 and Shimrom, four. And the sons of Tola; Uzzi, and 2 
Job. ’ Rephaiah, and Jeriel, and Jahmai, and Jibsam, and Shemuel, 
heads of their father’s house, to wit^ of Tola : they were valiant 
i 2 Sam.xxiv. men of might in their generations; ^ whose number wets in the 

days of David two and twenty thousand and six hundred. And 3 
the sons of Uzzi ; Izrahiah : and the sons of Izrahiah ; Michael, 
and Obadiah, and Joel, Ishiah, five : all of them chief men. 
And with them, by their generations, after the house of their 4 
fathers, were bands of soldiers for war, six and thirty thousand 
men: for they had many wives and sons. And their brethren 5 
among all the families of Issachar were valiant men of might, 
reckoned in all by their genealogies fourscore and seven 
thousand. 

m Gen. xivi. 7% 50 of Benjamin ; Bela, and Becher, and Jediael, three. 6 
And the sons of Bela ; Ezboii, and Uzzi, and Uzziel, and Je- 7 
rimoth, and Iri, five ; heads of the house of their fathers, mighty 
men of valour ; and were reckoned by their genealogies twenty 
and two thousand and thirty and four. And the sons of 8 
Becher; Zemira, and Joash, and Eliezer, and Elioenai, and 
Omri, and Jerimoth, and Abiah, and Anathoth, and Alameth. 
All these are the sons of Becher. And the number of them, 9 
after their genealogy by their generations, heads of the house 
of their fathers, mighty men of valour, was twenty thousand 
and two hundred. The sons also of Jediael; Bilhan : and the lo 
sons of Bilhan ; Jeush, and Benjamin, and Ehud, and Chena- 
anah, and Zethan, and Tharshish, and Ahishahar, All these ii 
the sons of Jediael, by the heads of their fathers, mighty men 
of valour, were seventeen thousand and two hundred soldiers^ 

battle. ” Shuppim also, and Huppim, 12 
Sind Bupham. the children of ® Ir, arid Hushim, the sons of p Aher. 

The sons of Naphtali; Jahziel, and Guni, and Jezer, and 13 
Num^xxvi”*’ Shallum, the sons of Bilhah. 

*^Gen xivi Manasseh ; Ashriel, whom she bare: his 14 

24, sh'iife^' concubine the Aramitess bare Machir the father of Gilead : 

and Machir took to wife the sister of Huppim and Shuppim, 15 
whose sister’s name was Maachah ;) and the name of the second 
was Zelophehad : and Zelopheliad had daughters. And Maa- 16 


m Gen. xivi. 
21 . 


nNum.xxvi. 
39, Sfiupham, 
andUupham. 
o Or, Iri, 
ver. 7. 

■p Or, Ahiram, 
Num. xxvi. 
38. 

q Gen. xivi. 
24, Shitlem. 
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^ chah the wife of Machir bare a son, and she called his name A.c. About 
Peresh ; and the name of his brother was Sheresh ; and his y ^ 

17 sons were Ulam and Rakem. And the sons of Ulam ; ^ Bedan. ^ xu. 
These were the sons of Gilead, the son of Machir, the son of 

18 Manasseh. And his sister Hammoleketh bare Ishod, and 
l 9 ®Abiezer, and Mahalah. And the sons of Shemidah ztjere, « Num. xxvi. 

Ahian, and Shechem, and Likhi, and Aniam. o,Jezer. 

20 And the sons of Ephraim ; Shuthelah, and Bered his son, 
and Taliath his son, and Eladah his son, and Tahath his son, 

21 and Zabad his son, and Shuthelah his son, and Ezer, and 
Elead, whom the men of Gath that were born in that land slew, 

22 because they came down to take away their cattle. And 
Ephraim their father mourned many days, and his brethren 
came to comfort him. 

23 And when he went in to his wife, she conceived, and bare a 
son, and he called his name Beriah, because it w^ent evil with 

24 his house. (And his daughter was Sherah, who built Beth- 

25 horon the nether, and the upper, and Uzzen-sherah.) And 
Rephah was his son, also Resheph, and Telah his son, and 

26 Tanan his son, Laadan his son, Ammihud his son, Elishama his 

27 son, ^ Non his son, Jehoshuah his son. Num^rn’s 

28 And their possessions and habitations 2 vere^ Beth-el and the 
towns thereof, and eastward Naaran, and westward Gezer, with 7 

the ^ towns thereof; Shechem also and the towns thereof, unto xHeb.rfaM^yi- 

29 y Gaza and the towns thereof: and by the borders of the children y^or, jdasa, 
of Manasseh, Beth-shean and her towns, Taanach and her 
towns, ® Megiddo and her towns. Dor and her towns. In these 

dwelt the children of Joseph the son of Israel. 11 . ' 

30 ^ The sons of Asher ; Imnah, and Isuah, and Ishuai, and xivi. 

31 Beriah, and Serah their sister. And the sons of Beriah ; Heber, 

32 and Malchiel, who is the father of Birzavith. And Heber 
begat Japhlet, and Shomer, and Hotham, and Shua their c ver. 34 , 

33 sister. And the sons of Japhlet ; Pasach, and Bimhal, and 

34 Ashvath. These are the children of Japhlet. And the sons of 

35 ^ Shamer ; Ahi, and Rohgah, Jehubbah, and Aram. And the ^Zmer '" 
sons of his brother Helem ; Zophab, and Imna, and Shelesh, 

36 and Amal. The sons of Zophah ; Suah, and Harnepher, and 

37 Shual, and Beri, and Imrah, Bezer, and Hod, and Shamma 

38 and Shilshah, and Ithran, and Beera. And the sons of Jether ; 
SoJephunneh, and Pispah, atid Ara. And the sons of Ulla; 

40 Arab, and Haniel, and Rezia. All these were the children of 

Asher, heads of their father’s house, choice and mighty men 
of valour, chief of the princes. And the number throughout 
the genealogy of them that were apt to the w^ar and to battle 
was twenty and six thousand men. 
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1 CHRONICLES VIII. 

1 The SOM and chi^ men of Benjamin* 33 The stock of Saul and Jonathan, 

A.C. About Now Benjamin begat ® Bela his firstborn, Ashbel the second, i 
, , and Aharah the third, Nohah the fourth, and Kapha the fifth. 2 

eGen 7 xivi. And the sons of Bela were, ^Addar, and Gera, and Abihud, 3 
XXV? as!’ and Abishua, and Naaman, and Ahoah, and Gera, and ^ She- 4, 5 
Gen.xivt 21 P^uphan, and Huram. And these are the sons of Ehud : these 6 
g ox^ Shu- are the heads of the fathers of the inhabitants of Geba, and they 

removed them to ^ Manahath : and Naaman, and Ahiah, and 7 
h ch. ii. 52. (Jera, he removed them, and begat Uzza, and Ahihud. And 8 
Shaharaim begat children in the country of Moab, after he had 
sent them away ; Hushim and Baara were his wives. And he 9 
begat of Hodesh his wife, Jobab, and Zibia, and Mesha, and 
M^cham, and Jeuz, and Shachia, and Mirma. These were his 10 
sons, heads of the fathers. And of Hushim he begat Ahitub, 11 
and Elpaal. The sons of Elpaal ; Eber, and Misham, and 12 
Shamed, who built Ono, and Lod, with the towns thereof: 
Beriah also, and Shema, who were heads of the fathers of the 13 
inhabitants of Aijalon, who drove away the inhabitants of 
Gath: and Ahio, Shashak, and Jeremoth, and Zebadiah, 14 , 15 
and Arad, and Ader, and Michael, and Ispah, and Joha, the 16 
sons of Beriah ; and Zebadiah, and Meshullam, and Hezeki, 17 
and Heber, Ishmerai also, and Jezliah, and Jobab, the sons of 18 
Elpaal; and Jakim, and Zichri, and Zabdi, and Elienai, and 19,20 
Zilthai, and Eliel, and Adaiah, and Beraiah, and Shimrath, the 21 
sons of ^ Shimhi ; and Ishpan, and Heber, and Eliel, and 22 , 23 
Abdon, and Zichri, and Hanan, and Hananiah, and Elam, and 24 
Antothijah, and Iphedeiah, and Penuel, the sons of Shashak ; 25 
and Shamsherai, and Shehariah, and Athaliah, and Jaresiah, 26 , 27 
and Eliah, and Zichri, the sons of Jeroham. These were heads 28 
of the fathers, by their generations, chief men. These dwelt 
Jerusalem. And at Gibeon dwelt the ^ father of Gibeon ; 29 
1 ch’. ix. 35. whose ^ wife’s name was Maachah : and his firstborn son 30 
Abdon, and Zur, and Kish, and Baal, and Nadab, and Gedor, 3i 
and Ahio, and ^ Zacher. And Mikloth begat ^ Shimeah. 32 
37. ’ ^ And these also dwelt with their brethren in Jerusalem, over 
meam, ch. ix. ugainst them. 

o®i sam.xiv. And ® Ner begat Kish, and Kish begat Saul, and Saul begat 33 
p^i Sam xiv. Malchi-shua, and p Abinadab, and Esh-baal. 

49, ishui. And the son of Jonathan was ^ Merib-baal : and Merib-baal 34 
bo?heth, begat Micah. And the sons of Micah were, Pithon, and 35 
? o^TmIpIi Melech, and ® Tarea, and Ahaz. And Ahaz begat * Jehoadah ; 36 
2 ‘'sam'’iv 4 Jehoadah begat Alemeth, and Azmaveth, and Zimri ; and 
8 oxTr^rea, Zimii begat Moza, and Moza begat Binea : “ Kapha wa^ his son, 37 
Eleasah nis son, Azel his son: and Azel had six sons, whose 38 
u^ch\x^43 these, Azrikam, Bocherii, andlshmael, and Sheariah, 

Rephai 'ah . ' and Obadiab, and Hanan. All these were the sons of Azel. And 39 
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the sons of Eshek his brother were^ Ulam his firstborn, Jehush A.c. About 
40 the second, and EHphelet the third. And the sons of Ulam j 

were mighty men of valour, archers, and had many sons, and 
sons’ sons, an hundred and fifty. All these are of the sons of 
Benjamin. 

1 CHRONICLES IX. 

1 The original of IsraeVs and Judah's genealogies. 2 The Israelites^ 10 the priests, 

14 and the Levites, with Nethinims, which dwelt in Jerusalem. 27 The charge of 
certain Levites. 35 The stock of Saul and Jonathan. 

1 So all Israel were reckoned by genealogies ; and, behold, 
they were written in the book of the kings of Israel and Judah, 
who were carried away to Babylon for their transgression. 

2 Now the first inhabitants that dwelt in their possessions in 
their cities were^ the Israelites, the priests, Levites, and the 

3 Nethinims. And in ^ Jerusalem dwelt of the children of Judah, Neh. xi. i. 
and of the children of Benjamin, and of the children of Eph- 

4 raim, and Manasseh ; Uthai the son of Ammihud, the son of 
Omri, the son of Imri, the son of Bani, of the children of 

5 Pharez the son of Judah. And of the Shilonites; Asaiah the 

6 firstborn, and his sons. And of the sons of Zerah : Jeuel, 

7 and their brethren, six hundred and ninety. And of the sons 
of Benjamin ; Sallu the son of Meshullam, the son of Hodaviah, 

8 the son of Hasenuah, and Ibneiah the son of Jeroham, and 
Elah the son of Uzzi, the son of Michri, and Meshullam the 

9 son of Shephathiah, the son of Reuel, the son of Ibnijah ; and 
their brethren, according to their generations, nine hundred and 
fifty and six. All these men were chief of the fathers in the 
house of their fathers. 

10 And of the priests ; Jedaiah, and Jehoiarib, and Jachin, 

1 1 and y Azariah the son of Hilkiah, the son of Meshullam, they^®^^^ ”» 
son of Zadok, the son of Meraioth the son of Ahitub, the ruler 

12 of the house of God ; and Adaiah the son of Jeroham, the son 
of Pashur, the son of Malchijah, and Maasiai the son of Adiel, 
the son of Jahzerah, the son of Meshullam, the son of Meshille- 

13 mith, the son of Immer ; and their brethren, heads of the house 
of their fathers, a thousand and seven hundred and threescore ; 

* very able men for the work of the service of the house of God. 

14 And of the Levites ; Shemaiah the son of Hasshub, the son of 
isAzrikam, the son of Hashabiah, of the sons of Merari ; and 

Bakbakkar, Heresh, and Galal, and Mattaniah the son of Micah, 

16 the son of Zichri, the son of Asaph ; and Obadiah the son of 
Shemaiah, the son of Galal, the son of Jeduthun, and Bere- 
chiah the son of Asa, the son of Elkanah, that dwelt in the vil- 
i7lagesof the Netophathites. And the porters were^ Shallum, 
and Akkub, and Talmon, and Ahiman, and their brethren: 

18 Shallum loas the chief; who hitherto waited in the king’s gate 
eastward : they were porters in the companies of the children 
J 9 of Levi. And Shallum the son of Kore, the son of Ebiasaph, 
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A.C. About the 8011 of Korah, and his brethren, of the house of his father, 

. j the Korahites, were over the work of the service, keepers of the 

* gates of the tabernacle : and their fathers, beirM over the host 
of the Lord, were keepers of the entry. And Phinehas the son 20 
of Eleazar was the ruler over them in time past, and the 
Lord was with him. And Zechariah the son of Meshelemiah 21 
was porter of the door of the tabernacle of the congregation. 
All these which were chosen to be porters in the gates were 22 
two hundred and twelve. These were reckoned by their 
genealogy in their villages, whom David and Samuel the seer 
b^Heb./oBnrf- b or^iu in their ° set office. So they and their children 23 
c Or, trust, had the oversight of the gates of the house of the Lord, namely^ 

the house of the tabernacle, by wards. In four quarters were 24 
the porters, toward the east, west, north, and south. And their 25 
brethren, which were in their villEiges, were to come after seven 
days from time to time with them. For these Levites, the 26 
dOr,/riM<. clijef portcrs, were in their ‘^set office, and were over the 

® chambers and treasuries of the house of God. 

And they lodged round about the house of God, because 27 
the charge was upon them, and the opening thereof every 
morning pertained to them. And certain of them had the 28 
charge of the ministering vessels, that they should ^ bring them 
tete, and car- in and out by tale. Some of them also were appointed to over- 29 
t^. see the vessels, and all the « instruments of the sanctuary, and the 
gOr.twMtf/*. flour, and the wine, and the oil, and the frankincense, and 
h Ex. XXX. 23 . the spices. And some of the sons of the priests made ^ the oint- 30 
ment of the spices. And Mattithiah, one of the Levites, who 3 i 
iov, trust, was the firstborn of Shallum the Korahite, had the ^ set 
Ox, on flat office over the things that were made ^ in the pans. And other 32 

plates, or, /^i r \ tr y ^ ^ i 

slices. of their brethren, 01 the sons of the Kohathites, were over the 
of ordering. ^ shew-bread, to prepare it every sabbath. And these are the 33 
singers, chief of the fathers of the Levites, who remaining in 
the chambers were free: for ^ they were employed in that work 
day and night. These chief fathers of the Levites were chief 34 
throughout their generations ; these dwelt at Jerusalem. 

And in Gibcon dwelt the father of Gibeon, Jehiel, whose 35 
n ch. viii. 29 . life’s name wa^ " Maacah : and his first-born son Abdon, then 36 
Zur, and Kish, and Baal, and Ner, and Nadab, and Gedor, and 37 
Ahio, and Zechariah, and Mikloth. And Mikloth begat 38 
Shimeam. And they also dwelt with their brethren at Jerusa- 
och. viii.33. lem, over against their brethren. ® And Ner begat Kish; and 39 
Kish begat Saul ; and Saul begat Jonathan, and Malchi-shua, 
and Abinadab, and Esh-baal. And the son of Jonathan was 40 
Merib-baal : and Merib-baal begat Micah. And the sons of 41 
p ch. viii. 35. iviJoah were^ Pithon, and Melech, and Tahrea, p and Ahaz. And 42 
Ahaz begat Jarah ; and Jarah begat Alemeth, and Azmavoth, 
and Zimri ; and Zimri begat Moza; and Moza begat Binea; 43 
and Rephaiah his son, ETeasah his son, Azel his son. And 44 

12 
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Azel had six sons, whose names are these, Azrikam, Bocheru, AC. About 
and Ishmael, and Sheariah, and Obadiah^ and Hanan : these . . 

were the sons of Azel. 

NEHEMIAH XII VER. 10 — 26. 

10 And Jeshua begat Joiakim, Joiakim also begat Eliashib, 

1 1 and Eliashib begat Joiada, and Joiada begat .^nathan, and 


This passage from Nehemiah is inserted here, because in ver. 11. Jaddua is mentioned. Jad- 
dua was the high priest who met Alexander the Great, and whom that conqueror venerated as the 
servant of God, declaring that a person habited as the high priest had appeared to him in a 
vision, and had encouraged him to lay aside all his scruples, and advance with his army against 
the Persians. In verse 22, Darius, the Persian monarch whom Alexander had defeated, is spoken 
of as having lived some years before ; that is, he is mentioned in the same manner as we should 
refer to a sovereign who was familiarly known by name, and whose reign had long terminated. It 
may be presumed, therefore, that this passage was added by Simon the Just, who died about 291 
B.C. and before his death finally completed the canon of Scripture. This Simon (Prideaux 
observes) had, by the uprightness of his actions, and the righteousness of his conversation, both 
towards God and man, merited the surname of the Just ; so also was he in all respects a very extra- 
ordinary person ; which the character given of him in the 60th chapter of Ecclesiasticus sufficiently 
shews. There many of his good works, for the benefit both of the church and state of the Jews, 
are mentioned with their due praise. But his chiefest work was the finishing of the canon of the 
scriptures of the Old Testament. What was done herein by Ezra hath been above related (Period 
viii. Part iii. sect. v. note.) The books afterwards added were the two books of Chronicles, Ezra, 
Nehemiah, Esther, and Malachi. That these could not be put into the canon by Ezra is plain ; for 
four of those books are, upon just grounds, supposed to have been written by himself (that is, 
the two books of Chronicles, and the books of Ezra and Esther), and the book of Nehemiah was 
written after his time, and so most likely was the book of Malachi also : and therefore a later time 
must be assigned for their insertion into the canon ; and none is more likely than that of Simon 
the Just, who is said to have been the last of the men of the great synagogue. For what the 
Jews call the great synagogue were a number of elders amounting to 120, who, succeeding 
some after others, in a continued series, from the return of the Jews again into Judea, after 
the Babylonish captivity, to the time of Simon the Just, laboured in the restoring of the 
Jewish church and state in that country; in order whereto, the Holy Scriptures being the rule 
they were to go by, their chief care and study was to make a true collection of those Scrip- 
tures, and publish them accurately to the people. Ezra, and the men of the great synagogue 
that lived in his time, completed this work as far as they could. And as to what remained far- 
ther to be done in it, where can we better place the performing of it, and the ending and finish- 
ing of the whole, than in the time of Simon the Just, who was the last of them ? And that espe- 
cially, since there are some particulars in those books which seem necessarily to refer down to times 
as late as those of Alexander the Great, if not later. For, in the third chapter of the first book of 
Chronicles, we have the genealogy of the sons of Zerubbabel, carried down for so many descents 
after him, as may well be thought to reach the time of Alexander ; and, in the book of Nehemiah, 
chap. xii. ver. 22, we have the days of Jaddua spoken of as of days past ; but Jaddua outlived 
Alexander two years. 1 acknowledge these passages to have been interpolated passages, both put 
in after the time of Ezra, and after the time of Nehemiah (who were the writers of those books), 
by those who completed the canon. To say they were inserted by those holy men themselves, 
who wrote the books, the chronology of their history will not bear : for then they must have lived 
down beyond those times which those passages refer us to ; but this is inconsistent with what is. 
written of them. And to say that they were put in by any other than those who, by the direction 
of the Holy Spirit of God, completed the canon of the Scriptures, will be to derogate from their 
excellency ; and therefore we must conclude that, since Simon the Just was the last of those that 
were employed in this work, it was by him that the last finishing hand was put thereto, and that 
it was in his time, and under his presidency, and chiefly by his direction, that the canon of the 
holy scriptures of the Old Testament, by which we now receive them, was perfected, and finally 
settled in the Jewish church. 

To these remarks, selected from the laborious and learned writer who has been so frequently 
referred to in these latter notes, few observations are necessary to be added. The wisdom of that 
dispensation of Providence which closed the canon of Scripture at this period will be evident, if we 
consider the circumstances of the Jewish church. The Jews had now been restored to their own 
country, and to their own ecclesiastical and civil rights more than two hundred years. Idolatry 
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A.c. About Jonathan be^at Jaddua. And in the days of Joiakim were 12 
. priests, the chief of the fathers; of Seraiah, Meraiah; of Jere- 
miah, Hananiah; of Ezra, Meshullam; of Amariah, Jehohanan; 13 
of Melicu, Jonathan; of Shebaniah, Joseph; of Harim, 14, 15 
Adna; of Meraioth, Helkai; of Iddo, Zechariali; of Ginne- 16 
thon, Meshullam; of Abijah, Zichri; of Miniamin, of Moa- 17 
diah, Piltai; of Bilffah, Shammua; of Shemaiah, Jehonathan ; 18 
and of Joiarib, Mattenai; of Jedaiah, Uzzi ; of Sallai, 19520 
Kallai; of Amok, Eber; of Hilkiah, Hashabiah; of Jedaiah, 21 
Nethaneel. 


now no longer existed, and the laws of their great legislator were so firmly established among 
them, and held in such high reverence, that some few years before the death of Simon the Just, 
rather than infringe on the holiness of the Sabbath, they permitted Ptolemy to assault and capture 
Jerusalem without offering any resistance. They considered themselves a holy nation, and the 
peculiar chosen people of God ; and so great and so zealous was their attachment at this time to 
the ritual and ceremonial law, that they were in no danger of rejecting the one true God : the 
spirit, therefore, of prophecy and the power of working miracles had accomplished the object for 
which they were designed, and were now no longer necessary. The Jews, weaned from idol- 
atry, and confirmed in the faith and worship of the one true God, were become the anxious and 
zealous guardians of his revealed religion. 

After the conquests of Alexander, the Greek language gradually prevailed over the greater part 
of the known world, and with it a taste for literature was diffused. With the wonderful history 
of the Jews the surrounding nations must have been well acquainted ; and as these people possessed 
the most valuable and authentic records, the well informed and the curious would be emulous to 
obtain a knowledge of them. To this spirit of inquiry and information may be perhaps attributed 
the demand for their Scriptures in the Greek language. 

Ptolemy about this time desired to place the Jewish Scriptures in his library ; and the Septua* 
gint version is supposed to have been now made or finished at his request, or for the use of the 
Jews in Alexandria ; the difference between this version and the Hebrew in many passages may 
be accounted for by supposing that only a part was translated at the request of Ptolemy, many of 
the books perhaps having been already done from authenticated copies for the use of the hellenizing 
Jews in various countries : all that we can be certain of, however, on this subject is, that they 
must have been collected into one volume ^ifter the time of Simon the Just, because the Septuagint 
version contains the whole of the canonical books, which before his time were not completed. 

From the universality of the Greek language, and the dispersion of the Jews, the Septuagint 
probably was extensively known throughout the Pagan world ; and the knowledge of the true God, 
who never leaves himself without a witness, was thus communicated and preserved among the 
Gentiles, now that miracle and prophecy had ceased among the Jews. 

The dispensation of Providence which ordained the discontinuance of miracles served to fix the 
attention of the Jews exclusively to the study of their Scriptures as the only means now left them 
of becoming acquainted with the divine will ; it likewise tended to excite more forcibly the atten- 
tion of the people to him who, in the appointed time, united in his own person the gifts and powers 
of miracle and of prophecy. When Christ came into the world, his appearance was generally 
expected. The great anticipated a temporal king, a mighty hero, a conqueror of the Roman 
power. The poorer and more reflecting looked for him as the consolation of Israel : and few only 
understood the real nature of that spiritual dominion over the heart and conscience which he came 
to establish. 

The time of the Messiah at length arrived. He was born in a manger, and cradled with oxen. 
The humble appearance — the unostentatious behaviour — the simple and pure teaching of the meek 
and lowly Jesus but ill accorded with the preconceived notions that had been formed of his appear- 
ance and kingdom. With these deep-rooted prejudices to overcome, nothing but the undeniable 
miracles of Christ could have satisfied the minds of men that he was the predicted Messiah. The 
long antecedent cessation of miracles made their revival more powerful and more efficacious. Our 
Lord therefore constantly appealed to them to confirm his mission. When John sent his disciples 
to inquire of him, “ art thou he that should come ?” Jesus answered only by giving sight to the 
blind, strength to the lame, and by raising the dead to life, saying, “ Go and tell John what ye 
have seen and heard.” His miracles fully demonstrated his power and Godhead, and convinced 
every unprejudiced mind that the glory of the second temple had appeared, and that God had 
visited his people. 
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22 The Levites in the days of Eliashib, Joiada, and Johanan, A.c. About 

and Jaddua, were recorded chief of the fathers : also the priests, . ^ 

23 to the reign of Darius the Persian. The sons of Levi, the 
chief of the fathers, were written in the book of the ^ chronicles, 

24 even until the days of Johanan the son of Eliashib. And the 
chief of the Levites : Hashabiah, Sherebiah, and Jeshua the 
son of Kadmiel, with their brethren over against them, to 
praise and to give thanks, according to the commandment of 

25 David the man of God, ward over against ward. Mattaniali, 300. 
and Bakbukiah, Obadiah, Meshullam, Talmon, Akkub, were 

26 porters keeping the ward at the ^ thresholds of the gates. These r or, treatu- 
were in the days of Joiakim the son of Jeshua, the son of Joza- iembliei. 
dak, and in the days of Nehemiah the governor, and of Ezra 

the priest, the scribe. 
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11 . The second controversy between Job and his 

friends. Job xv 

12. Job declares his innocence, JobXvi. xvii.... 

13. Bildad renlies to Job, Job xviii 

14. Job complains of the cruelty of his friends. 

Job XIX 

15. Zophar replies to Job, Job xx 


[Sect. 


19 


23 

24 

25 


ih. 

27 

29 

31 

33,1 


16. Reply of Job to Zophar, Job xxi 

17. The third controversy between Job and his 

friends, begun by feliphaz, Job xxii 

18. Reply of Job, Job xxiii. xxiv 

19. Bildad again takes up the argument. Job 

xxv 

20. Job again asserts his integrity, and contrasts 

his former prosperity with his present 
adverrity. Job xxvi. to xxxi 

21. Elihu, who had hitherto been silent, takes 

i up the argument, and shews that afflic- 

tion is sent by God, for wise though in- 
scrutable purposes, and that the duty of 
man is submission, Job xxxii. to xxxvii. 

22. God appeareth to Job and his friends, Job 

xxxviii. xxxix. xl. 1,2 

23. Self-abasement of Job, Job xl. 3, 4, 5 

24. Address of God to Job, concluded, Job xl. 

6, to end ; xli 

25. Entire submission of Job, Job xlii. 1 — 6 ... 

26. Restoration of Job’s prosperity, Job xlii. 7, 

to end 


47 

48 
50 


52 


ih. 


59 

67 

70 


ih. 

72 

73 


35 

36 

40 

41 

43 

44 

45 


Part III. — The Life of Abraham, 

1. From the birth and call of Abraham till his 
return from Egj'pt, Gen. xi. 27, to end ; 


xii. xiii. 1 — 4 74 

2. Separation of Abraham and Lot, Gen. xiii. 

5-13 76 

3. Renewal of the promise, Gen. xiii. 14, to 

end ih. 

4. War with the five kings, Gen. xiv. 1—17... 77 
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5. Blessing of Melchizedek, Gen. xiv. 18, to 

end 78 

6. Covenant with Abraham, Gen. xv »6. 

7. Birth of Ishmael, Gen. xvi 79 

8. Renewal of the covenant, Gen. xvii. 1—8.. 80 

9. Institution of circumcision, Gen. xvii, 9, to 

end ib. 

10. Promise of a Son, Gen. xviii. 1 — 15.. 81 

11. Condemnation and destniction of Sodom, 

Gen, xviii. 16, to end ; xix. 1 — 29 82 

12. Lot and his two daughters, Gen. xix. 30, to 

end 84 

13. Abraham at Gerar, Gen. xx 85 

14. The Birth of Isaac, Gen. xxi. 1 — 8 86 

15. Casting out of Hagar and Ishmael, Gen. 

xxi. 9 — ^21 ib. 

16. Covenant with Abimelech, Gen. xxi. 22, to 

end 87 

17. Temptation of Abraham, Gen. xxii. 1 — 19 88 

18. Deatn and burial of Sarah, Gen. xxiii 89 

19. Family of Rebekah, Gen. xxii. 20, to end 90 

20. Marriage of Isaac and Rebekah, Gen. xxiv. *5. 

21. Marriage of Abraham with Keturah, Gen. 

XXV. 1 — 6 94 

22. Birth of Esau and Jacob, Gen. xxv. 19 — 

28 ib. 

23. Death of Abraham, Gen. xxv. 7 — 10 95 


Part IV. — From the Death of Airraham to 
the selling of Joseph by his Brethren. 

1. Esau sells his birthright — Covenant of 
Isaac with Abimelech at Gerar — Death 
of Ishmael, Gen. xxv. 11 ; xx^^. part of 
ver. 1 ; xxv. 29, to end ; xxvi. latter 


part of ver. l,to end ; xxv. 17, 18 ; xxv. 

12. 16 95 

2. Jacob obtains the blessing from his father, 

Gen. xxvii 98 

3. Journey of Jacob to Padan Aram, Gen. 

xxviii.; xxix. 1 — 8 100 

4. Residence of Jacob with Laban, Gen, xxix. 

9, to end; xxx 102 


Sect. Page 

5. Jacob leaves Laban, Gen. xxxi 105 

6. Journey of Jacob to Succoth, after the 

covenant with Laban, Gen. xxxii. xxxiii. 
1—17 108 

7. Transactions at Shechem, Gen. xxxiii. 18, 

to end; xxxviii. 1 — 5; xxxiv 110 

8. Events between the flight of Jacob from 

Shechem, till his return to his father, 
Gen. XXXV. 1 — ^27 112 

9. The family of Esau, Gen. xxxvi 114 

Part V. — History of Joseph and his Family in 
'Egypt. 


1. Joseph sold into Egypt, Gen. xxxvii. 

xxxix. 1 — 6 116 

2. The family of Judah, Gen. xxxviii. 6, to 

end 118 

3. Imprisonment of Joseph, Gen. xxxix. 7, to 

end 119 

4. Joseph interprets the dreams of the pri- 

soners, Gen. xl 120 

5. The death of Isaac, Gen. xxxv. 28, 29 122 

6. Elevation of Joseph, Gen. xli. 1 — 45 ib. 

7. The famine in Egpyt, and first journey of 

the brothers of Joseph to buy corn, Gen. 
xli. 46, to end ; xlii 124 

8. Continuation of the famine— Second descent 

of the brethren of Joseph into Egypt, fol- 
lowed by their father, Gen. xliii. to xlvii. 
1—12 127 

9. Government of Egypt by Joseph, Gen. xlvii. 

13—26 .V.. ... 134 

Part VI . — Death of Jacob and the Patriarchs. 

1. Death of Jacob, and his blessing on his sons, 

Gen. xlvii. 27, to end ; xlviii. xlix 135 

2. Funeral of Jacob — Death of Joseph, 

Gen.l 138 

3. Oppression of the Israelites after the death 

of Joseph. Exod. i 140 


PERIOD THE THIRD. 

FROM THE BIRTH TO THE DEATH OF MOSES. 


Part I. — The BirOi and early Life of Moses, 
Exod. ii. ; Psalm Ixxxviii. 

Part II. — Legation of Moses, 'Ex.oA. Hi.; iv. 
1—28 


Part III.— FVom the Mission^ Moses, to the 
Infliction of the Plagues of Egypt, Exod. iv. 

29, to end; v. ; vi. ; vii.; 1 — 1^ 151 

Part IV. — Infliction of the eight flrst Plagues, 
!^od. vii. 14, to end; viii. ; ix; x. 1 — ^20 .... 155 

Part V. — Institution of the Passover, Exod. 
xu. 1—20 162 

Part VI. — Conclusion of die ten Plagues, Exod. 

X. 21 — 27: xi. 1—8; x. 28,29; xi. 9, 10; 
xii. 21—30 164 


Part VII. — The Exodus, Exod. xii. 31 — 36. 

and 40, 41,42 166 

Part VIII. — The Wandering in theWUderrms . 


1. From Rameses to Succoth, Numb, xxxiii. 

1 — 5 ; Exod. xii. 37, 38, 39. and 43, to 
end ; xiii. 1 — 19 167 

2. From Succoth to Etham, Numb, xxxiii. 6; 

Exod. xiii. 20, to end 169 

3. From Etham to Pihahiroth, Numb, xxxiii, 

7 ; Exod. xiv. 1 — 18 170 

4. From Pihahiroth, through the Red Sea, 

and the Wilderness of Etham, or Shur, 
to Marah, Numb, xxxiii. 8 ; Exod. xiv, 

19, to end; xv. 1—21 ; 22-26 171 

5. From Marah to Elim, Numb, xxxiii. 9; 

Exod. XV. 27 174 


145 

147 
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6. From Elim to the encampment by the Red 

Sea, Numb, xxxiii. 10 174 

7. From the Red Sea to the WildemesB of Sin, 

Numb, xxxiii. 11 ; Exod. xvi 

8. From Sin to Dophkah, Numb, xxxiii. 12... 177 

9. From Dophkah tcf Alush, Numb, xxxiii. 13. 

10. From Alush to Rephidim, Numb, xxxiii. 

14; Exod. xvii ih, 

11. From Rephidim to Sinai, where 

1 . They pitch in the wilderness, the peo- 

ple are sanctified, and tlie moral and 
judicial laws are given. Numb, 
xxxiii. 15; Exod. xix. to xxiii 178 

2. Moses goes up into the mountain, the 

ceremonial law is given, and Aaron 
and his sons are set apart for the 
priests’ office, &c., Exod. xxiv. to 
xxxi 18fi 


3. The golden calf is made, the tables of 

the law are broken and renewed, 
and the people offer free gifts for the 
tabernacle, Exod. xxxii. to xxxv.... 200 

4. The furniture of the tabernacle is pro- 

vided, the tabernacle is reared and 
anointed, and laws concerning offer- 
ings are given, Exod. xxxvi. to xl. ; 
Levit. i. to vii 207 

5. The priesthood is instituted, Levit. 

viii. ix. 227 

6. Nadab and Abihu are destroyed, Levit. 

X 230 

7. The second passover is observed, 

Numb. ix. 1—14 231 

8. Various moral and ceremonial laws 

are given, Levit. xi. to xxv 232 

9. Prophetic blessings and curses are de- 

clared, and estimation of vows, Levit. 
xxvi. xxvii 201 

10. The people arc numbered. Numb. i. 

ii. iii 265 

1 1 . Laws are given for the removing of 

the tabernacle. Numb. vi. 277 

12. Various legal ceremonies are ap- 

pointed. Numb. V. to viii. ; x.l — 10 275 

13. The manner in which the cloud was 

to guide the people is described. 
Numb. ix. 15, to end 284 

14. Jethro visits Moses, Exod, xviii. 

1—26 285 

12. From Sinai to Kibroth-Hattaavah, Numb. 

xxxiii. 16; x. 11 — 28; x. 29 — 32; Exod. 
xviii. 27 ; Numb. x. 33, to end; xi. 1, 2, 

3 ; xi. 4, to end 286 

13. From Kibroth-Hattaavah to Hazeroth, 

Numb, xxxiii. 17 ; xii. 1 — 15 290 ^ 

14. From Hazeroth to Rithmah, or Paran, or i 

Kadesh Bamea, Numb, xxxiii. 18; xii. 

16; xiii. 14; Psalm xc.; Numb. xv. to i 
xix 291 1 

15. From Rithmah to Rimmoii Parez, Numb. j 


xxxiii, 19 305 

16. From Rimmon Parez to Libnah, Numb. 

xxxiii. 20 t5. 

17. From Libnah to Rissah, Numb, xxxiii. 21. ib. 

18. From Rissah to Kehelathah, Numb, xxxiii. 

22 .., * 6 . 

19. From Kehelathah to Mount Shapher, 

Numb, xxxiii. 23 ib. 

20. From Mount Sht^pher to Haradah, Numb. 

xxxiii. 24 ib. 


Sect. Page 


21. From Haradah to Makheloth, Numb. 

xxxiii. 25 305 

22. From Makheloth to Tahath, Numb, xxxiii. 

26 ib. 

23. From Tahath to Tarah, Numb, xxxiii. 27.. 306 

24. From Tarah to Mithcah, Numb, xxxiii. 28 ib. 

25. From Mithcah to Hashmonah, or Azmon, 

or Selmona, Numb, xxxiii. 29 ib. 

26. From Hashmonah to Moseroth, Numb. 

xxxiii. 30 ih. 

27. From Moseroth to Bene-jaakan, Numb. 

xxxiii. 31 ih. 

28. From Bene-jaakan to Horhagidgad, orGud- 

godah. Numb, xxxiii, 32 ib. 

29. From Horhagidgad to Jothbathab, Numb. 

xxxiii. 33 ib. 

30. From Jothbathah to Ebrona, Numb. 

xxxiii. 34 ih. 

31. From Ebrona to Ezion-gaber, Numb. 

xxxiii. 35 ih. 

32. From Ezion-gaber to the Wilderness of Sin, 

or Kadesh Bamea, the second time, after 
thirty-eight years’ wandering. Numb, 
xxxiii. 36 ; xx. 1 — 13; xx. 14—21 ; 
xxxiii. 40; xxi. 1,2, 3 307 

33. From Kadesh Bamea to Mount Hor, 

Numb, xxxiii. 37 ; xx. 22 — ^28 ; xxxiii. 

38,39; XX. 29 ^ 309 

34- From Mount Hor to Zahnonah, Numb. 

xxxiii. 41 ; xxi. 4 — 9 ih. 

35. From Zalmonah to Punon,Numb.xxxiii.42 310 

36. From Puuon to Oboth, Numb, xxxiii. 43; 

xxi. 10 ib. 

37. From Oboth to Ije-Abarim, Numb, xxxiii. 

44 ; xxi. II ih. 

38. From lie-Abarim, or lim, to Dibon-gad, 

Numb, xxxiii. 45; xxi. 12, to part of 18; 
xxi. 21 , to end ib. 

39. From Dibon-gad to Almon-Diblathaim, 

Numb, xxxiii. 46 312 

40. From Almon-Diblathaim to the mountains 

of Abarim, Numb, xxxiii. 47; xxi. last 
clauseof 18— 20 ih. 

41. From Abarim to the plains of Moab, by 

.Jordan, Numb, xxxiii. 48; xxii. xxiii, 
xxiv ih. 

42. From the plains of Moab to the encamp- 

ments by Beth-jesimoth, where 

1. The tsraelitcs commit idolatry. Numb. 

xxxiii. 49; xxv 318 

2. The people are numbered (the third 

time). Numb. xxvi. xxvii. 1 — IL... 319 
.3. Laws are ordained concerning inherit- 
ance, offerings, and vows, Numb, 
xxxvi. 1 — 12; xxviii. xxix. xxx. ... 323 

4. Moses sends an army to spoil the 

Midianites, Numb, xxxi 329 

5. The tribes of Reuben and Gad have 

their territories assigned. Numb, 
xxxii 331 


6. The law is given for the conduct of 

the Israelites after they Kave taken 
• possession of Canaan, Numb, xxxiii. 

50, to end ; xxxiv. xxxv 

7. Moses addresses the people, and the 333 

moral law is reheiursed, Deut. i. ii. 

1; X. 6 — 9; ii. ^toend; iii. toix.; 

X. 1 — 5; X. 10, to end; xi 337 

8. The ceremonial law is rehearsed, 


Deut. xii. to xvi. ; xvii. 1 357 
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9, The judicial law is rehearsed, Deut. 
xvii. 2, to end; xviii. toxxvi 365 

10. The law is confirmed, and its sanc- 

tions are declared, Deut. xxvii. 
xxviii 379 

11. Moses makes his concluding address 

to the people, and to Joshua, &c., 
Deut. xxix. XXX.; Numb. xxvi. 1 
13; xxvii. 12, 13, 14; xxvii. 15, | 


Sect. Page 

to end; Deut. xxxi. 1 — 6; xxxi. 

7,8 384 

12. Moses delivers the law to the priests, 
writes his Song of praise, blesses the 
people, ascends mount Nebo, and 
dies, Deut. xxxi. 9 — 21 ; xxxi. 23 — 

29; xxxi. 22. 30; xxxii. 1 — 43; 
xxxii. 44 — 47; xxxii. 48, to end; 
xxxiii. xxxiv 389 


PERIOD THE FOURTH. 


FROM THE ENTRANCE OF THE ISRAELITES INTO CANAAN, UNDER THE 
COMMAND OF JOSHUA, TO THE DEATH OF DAVID. 


Part I, — The, Conquest of Canaan. 


1. The mission of Joshua, Joshua i. 1 — 9 399 

2. The spies sent out, Joshua ii 401 

3. Passage of the river Jordan, Joshua i. 10, to 

end; iii. iv 403 

4 . The covenant renewed, Joshua v. 1 — 12 ... 407 

5. The conquest of Jericho, Joshua vi. 1 ; v. 

13, to end; vi. 2, to end 408 

6. The capture of Ai, Joshua vii. viii. 1 — 29... 410 

7. History of the Gibeonites — Conquest of the 

five kings, Joshua ix. x 414 

8. Conquest of Canaan completed, Joshua xi.; 

..ii: on j .<io 


9. The tribe of Reuben return home, Joshua 

xxii 420 

Part II. — General Division of the Country. 

1. Recapitulation of Conquests, Joshua xii. 

xiii. 1 — 14 423 

2. Division of the country, Joshua xiv. 1 — 5 .. 425 

3. Inheritance of the two tribes and a half, 

Joshua xiii. 15, to end ib. 

4. Inheritance of Caleb, Joshua, xiv. 6, to end ; 

XV. 13—19 426 

5. Lot of Judah, Joshua xv. 1 — 12. & 20, to 

end 427 

6. Lot of Joseph, Joshua xvi. xvii 429 

7. The tabernacle set up, Joshua xviii. 1 — 10. 431 

8. Lot of Benjamin, and the rest of the tribes, 

Joshua xviii. 11, to end ; xix. 1 — 48 432 

9. Inheritance of Joshua, Joshua xix. 49, to 

end 435 

10. Cities of refuge and levitical cities, Joshua 

XX. xxi. 1— 42 zb. 


Part III. — If^st Exhortations and Death of 
Joshua,^ Joshua xxi. 43, to end ; xxiii. xxiv. 438 

Part IV. — Interregnum after the Death of 
Joshua. 


1. State of Israel after the death of Joshua, 

Judges i. ii. 1 — 5 441 

2. Introduction of Idolatry among the Israel- 

ites, Judges ii. 6 — 13; xvii. xviii 444 

3. History of the Levite of Ephraim, Judges 

xix. XX. xxi.; ii. 14, to end; iii. 1—4.... 447 


Part V. — Government of the Judges. 

1. Servitude of the eastern Israelites under 
Chushan Rishathaim. — Othniel, judge. 
Judges iii. 5 — 11 455 


2. Servitude of the eastern Israelites under the 

Moabites. — Ehud, judge. Judges iii. 12 
—30 455 

3. Shamgar, judge. Judges iii. 31 456 

4. Servitude of the northern Israelites under 

the Canaanites. — Deborah the prophetess, 
judge, Judges iv. 5 ib. 

5. Eastern and northern Israelites enslaved by 

Midian, Judges vi. 1 — 6; The book of 
Ruth; Judges vi. 7, to end; vii. viii 460 

6. Usurpation of Abimelech, Judges ix 472 

7. Tola, judge. Judges x. 1, 2, 3 475 

8. Jair judge. Judges x. 3, 4, 5 ib. 

9. The Philistines and Ammonites oppress 

Israel.— Jephth ah, judge. Judges x. 6, to 
end • xi. xii. 1 — 7 ib, 

10. Ibzan, Elon, A bdon, judges, Judges xii. 8, 

to end 479 

11, The government of Eli— The Philistines 

oppress Israel — The birth of Samson, 
Judges xiii.; 1 Sam. i. ii. 1 — 21; iii. 
Judges xiv. 15 — 19; 1 Sam. ii. 22, to 


end; Judges xvi. ; xv. 20; 1 Sam. iv.... 480 

12. History of the ark after its capture, 1 Sam. 

v. vi. vii, 1 493 

13. Government of Samuel, 1 Sam. vii. 2, to 

end; viii 496 

Part VI. — The Reign of Saul. 

1. Saul made king over Israel, 1 Sam. ix, x.... 498 

2. Wars of Saul, 1 Sam. xi. to xv 502 

3. David anointed secretly as the future king 

of Israel, 1 Sam. xvi. 1 — 13 511 

4. David overcomes Goliath, 1 Sam, xvii. 1 — 

40; 65, 56; 41—54; 57,58; xviii. 1 — 4; 
Psalm ix 512 

5. History of David till he flies from the court 

of Saul, 1 Sam. xviii. 5 — 9 ; xvi. 14, to 
end ; xviii. 10, to end ; xix. 1, 2, 3; Ps. 
xi.; 1 Sam. xix. 4 — 17 ; Ps. lix 517 

6. David flies to Ramah, 1 Sam, xix. 18, to 

end ; xx 622 

7. David flies to Nob, to Ahimelech, 1 Sam, 

xxi. 1 — 9 525 

8. David flies to Achish king of Gath, 1 Sam. 

xxi. 10, to end; Pb. I vi. xxxiv 526 

9. David flies to the cave of Adullam, 1 Sam. 

xxii. part of ver. 1 ; Ps. cxlii. ; 1 Sam. 
xxii. part of ver. 1, 2; 1 Chron. xii. 

8 — 18; 2 Sam. xxiii. 13—17; 1 Chron. 

xi. 15—19 528 
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10. David at Mizpeh, 1 Sam. xxii. 3—19; Ps. 

lii. cix. xvii. cxl, xxxv. Ixiv 530 

11. David at Keilah, 1 Sam. xxiii. 1 ; xxii. 20, 

to end; xxiii. 6; 2 — 5; 7—12; Psalm 
xxxi 537 i 

12. David in the wilderness of Ziph and Maon, i 

1 Sam. xxiii. 13 — 23; Ps. liv. ; 1 Sam. ] 
xxiii. 24—28 540 

13. David in Engedi, 1 Sam. xxiii. 29; xxiv.; i 

Psalm Ivii. Iviii. Ixiii 541 

14. Death of Samuel — David in the wilderness 

of Paran, 1 Sam. xxv 545 

15. David in the wilderness of Ziph, 1 Sam. 

XX vi 548 

16. David flies to Acbish king of Gath; who as- 

signs him Ziklag for a residence. — Death 
of Saul, 1 Sam. xxvii. i.; Psalm cxli.; 

1 Sam. xxvii. 2 — 7; 1 Chron. xii. 1 — 7; 

1 Sam. xxvii. 8, to end; xxviii. xxix. ; 

1 Chron. xii. 19 — ^22; 1 Sam. xxx. xxxi.; 

1 Chron. x. 13, 14; 2 Sam.i.; 1 Chron. 


X. 1—12 549 

Part VII . — The Reign of David, 

3 . David made king in Hebron — Civil war in 

Israel, 2 Sam. ii. hi. iv 560 


2. David made king over all Israel, 2 Sam. v. 
1, 2, 3; 1 Chron. xiii. 1 — 4; Ps. cxxxix.; 
I Chron. xii. 23, to end ; 2 Sam. xxiii. 
8 — 12; 1 Chron, xi. 20, to end ; 2 Sam. 
V. 4. 10; 1 Chron, xi. 1 — 14; 2 Sam. 


xxiii. 1 8, to end 565 

3. Hiram congratulates David — Invasion of 
the Philistines, 2 Sam. v. 11, to end; 

1 Chron. xiv. 17. & 1 — 16 570 


4. Removal of the ark to Jerusalem, 2 Sam. 
vi. 1 — 11; Ps. Ixviii.; 1 Chron. xv. 1 — 
14; Ps. cxxxii.; 2 Sam. vi. 12 — 19; 1 
Chron. xv. 15, to end ; 1 Chron. xvi. ; 
Ps. cv. xevi. evi, ; 2 Sam. vi. 20, to end ; 


1 Chron. xiii. 5, to end 572 

5. David commanded not to build the Tcmjde, 

2 Sam. vii. ; 1 Chron. xvii. ; Ps. ii. xlv. 

xxii. xvi. cxviii. cx 585 

6. War with the surrounding nations, 2 Sam. 

viii. 1 — 12; 1 Chron. xviii. 12; 2 Sam. 

viii. 14, to end; 13; 1 Kings xi. 15 — ^20; 

Ps. lx.cviii. ; 1 Chron. xviii. 1 — 11 ; 13, 

to end 594 

7. Kindness of David to the house of Saul — 

The war with the Ammonites. 2 Sam. 

ix. X. ; Ps. XX. xxi. ; 1 Chron, xix 598 


Sect. Pag* 

8. David’s adultery, 1 Chron. xx. part of ver. 

1 ; 2 Sam. xi. xii. 1. to part of 15; Ps. 
li. xxxii. xxxiii. ciii. ; 2 Sam. xii. latter 

{ »art of ver 15, to ver. 24; 1 Chron. xx. 
alter part of ver. 1 ; 2 Sam. xii. 26, to 

end ; 1 Chron. xx. 2, 3 602 

9. Domestic history of David — Amnon and 

Tamar, 2 Sam. xiii. 1 — 20 610 

Birth of Solomon, 2 Sam. xii. 24, 25; xiii. 

21, to end 611 

Revolt of Absalom, 2 Sam. xiv. 1 — 7 ; 15, 

16, 17; 8—14; 18, to end; xv. 1—29; 

Ps. hi. ; 2 Sam. xv. 30, to end ; xvi. 1 — 

14; Ps. vii.; 2 Sam. xvi. 15, to end, 
xvii. ; Psal. xiii. xliii. Iv. iv. v. Ixii. 
cxlhi. cxliv. Ixx. Ixxi. ; 2 Sam. xviii. 


xix. ; XX. 3 612 

10. Revolt of Sheba, and the famine, 2 Sam. 

xx. 1,2; 4, to end ; xxi. 1 — 14 635 

11. Last war with the Philistines, 2 Sam. xxi. 

15, to end ; xxii. ; Ps. xviii. ; 1 Chron. 

XX. 4, to end 637 


12. David numbers the people, 2 Sam. xxiv. 
1 — 9 ; 1 Chron. xxi, 6. 7 ; xxvii. 23, 24 ; 
2 Sam. xxiv. 10—15; 1 Chron. xxi. 15, 
16; 2 Sam. xxiv. 17; 1 Chron. xxi. 
part of 17, to end ; Ps. xxx. ; 1 Chron. 
xxi. 1 — 5 ; 8 — 14 ; 2 Sam. xxiv. 16 ; 
1 Chron. xxi. part of 17 ; 2 Sam, xxiv. 


18, to end 643 

13. Historj' of the last six months of David’s 
reign — David prepares to build the Tem- 
ple, 1 Chron. xxii 647 

Adonijah’s rebellion, 1 Kings i 649 

First assembly of the pe<mle, 1 Chron. 
xxiii. 1 ; xxviii. 1 — 10 ; Ps. xci. cxlv. . 652 


Preparations for the service of the Temple, 

1 Chron. xxiii. 2, to end ; xxiv. xxv. 
xxvi. ; xxvii. 1 — 22. 25, to end ; xxviii. 

11, to end 655 

Psalms of David, of which the dates and 
occasions are unknown, Ps. xl. xii. Ixi. 

Ixv. Ixix. Ixxviii. vi. viii. xii. xix. xxiii. 
xxiv. xxviii. xxix. xxxviii. xxxix. 
Ixxxvi. xcv. ci. civ. cxx. exxi. exxii. 


exxiv. cxxxi. cxxxiii 663 

Second assembly of the people, 1 Chron. 
xxix. 1 — 19 ; Ps. Ixxii. ; 1 Chron. xxix. 

20—25 682 

Charge to Solomon, 1 Kings ii. 1 — 9 685 

Last words of David, 2 Sam. xxiii. 1 — 7 ... 686 
Death of David, 1 Chron. xxix. 26, to end ; 

1 Kings ii. 10, 11 t6. 


PERIOD THE FIFTH. 


THE REIGN OF SOLOMON. 


Part I . — Reign of Soloinon before the Dedi- 
cation of the Temple. 

1. Offering at Gibeon — Judgment of Solomon 
— Death of Adoniiah — Return of Hadad, 

1 Kings ii. 12 ;,2 Chron. i. 1 ; 1 Kings 
iii. 3 ; 2 Chron. i. 2 — 6 ; 1 Kings iii. 5, 
to end; 2 Chron. i. 13; 1 Kings ii. 13 
—38 ; xi. 21, 22 ; iii. 4 ; 2 Chron. i. 7 
— 12 vol. ii. 3 


2. Pr^arations for building the Temple — 
Death of Shimei — Solomon’s marriage, 

1 Kings iv. 1 — 25 ; 2 Chron. ii. 1, 3; 1 
Kings V. 1 — 12 ; 2 Chron. ii. 3 — 16 ; 1 
Kings V. 13, to end; 2 Chron. ii. 17, 18; 

1 Kings ii. 39, to end ; iii. 1, 2 8 

Part II. — The Building of the Temple^ 

2 Chron. iii. 1 ; 1 Icings vi. 1 ; 2 Chron. 
iii. 2— 9; 1 Kings vi. 1—8, and 15—29; 
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2 Chron. iii. part of ver. 13, and ver. 14 ; 

1 Kings vi. 29 — 36; vii. 13 — 22; 2 
Chron. iv. 1 ; 1 Kings vii. 23, to end ; 

2 Chron. iv. 8, 9, 10 ; 1 Kings vi. 9 — 14. 

37, 38, and 23 ; 2 Chron. iii. 10, 11, 12. 
part of ver. 13. and ver. 15, 16, 17 ; iv. 

2 — 7. and 11, to end 12 


Part III. — The Dedication of the Temple^ 

2 Chron. v. ; vii. 4 — 7 ; vi. 1 — 39 ; 1 
Kings viii. part of ver. 50 — 61; 2 Chron. 
vi. 40, to end ; vii. 1, 2, 3, and 8, 9, 10; 

Ps. xlvii. ; xcvii. to c.; cxxxv. cxxxvi. ; 

1 Kings viii. 1. to middle of ver. 50 ; and 
ver. 62, to end 19 


Part IV. Other Buildings^ and Magnijicence 
of Solomon, 


1. Building of the house of Lebanon, 1 Kings 

vii. 1 — 12 32 

God appears to Solomon, 2 Chron. vii. 11, 
to end ; 1 Kings ix. 1—9 ih. 


2. Conquests, &c. of Solomon, 1 Kings ix. 10 
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— 14; 2 Chron. viii. 1 — 11; 1 Kings ix. 

24 34 

3. Song of Solomon, Book of Canticles 35 


Part V, — Greatness of Solomon — Visit of the 
Queen of Sheba, 1 Kings ix. 15, 16 ; 2 
Chron. viii. 12 — 16 ; 1 Kings ix. 25, to 
end ; 2 Chron. viii. 17 ; 1 Kings x. 14, 
to end; iv. 26 — ^28. and 34; x. 1—13; 
ix. 17 — ^23; 2 Chron. viii. 18; ix. 13— 

28; i. 14, to end; ix. 1-12 41 

Part VI. — Wisdom of Solomon, 1 Kings iv. 

29, 30, 31. 33. 32; Proverbs, Part I. i. — 
ix. ; Part II. x. xxii. to end of ver 16 ; 

Part III. xxii. 17, to end of xxiv. ; Part 
IV. XXV. to end of xxix. ; Part V. xxx. 


xxxi 46 

Part VII. — Offence of Solomon, 1 Kings xi. 

1 — 14, and 23-^1 ; Book of Ecclesi- 
astes 87 

Part VIII. — Death of Solomon, 1 Kings xi. 41, 

42, 43 ; 2 Chron. ix. 29, 30, 31 104 


PERIOD THE SIXTH. 

FROM THE ELEVATION OF REOHBOAM TO THE BABYLONISH CAPTIVITY. 


Part I, — The Reign of Rehoboam, first King 
of Judah, with the contemporary events in the 
iangdom of Israel (Yl Years— from 975 to 
95t) 

Portion I. Reign of Rehoboam. 

1 . Revolt of the Ten Tribes, 1 Kings xiv. part 

of ver. 21 ; xii. 1 — 24 109 

2. Government of Relioboam, 2 Chron. xi. 5. 

to end ; xii. 1 ; 1 Kings xiv, 22—25 ... Ill 

3. Invasion of Shishak, 2 Chron. xii. 2, to 

end ; x. xi. 1 — 5 ; 1 Kings xiv. part of 


ver. 21. and 25, to end 112 

Portion II. Events in the Kingdom of Israel, 
contemporary with the Reign of Rehoboam 
King of Judah. 

1. Idolatry of the Golden Calves, 1 Kings xii. 

25, to end 114 

2. History of the prophet of Bethel, 1 Kings 

xiii 115 

Part II. — Reign of Abijah King of Judah ( 3 
Years— from 958 to 955 J, 2 Chron. xiii. 

1 — ^21 ; 1 Kings XV. 3 — 8 ; 2 Chron. xiii. 

22 ; 1 Kings xv. 1, 2 117 


PART III. 

Portion I, Reign of Asa, third King of Judah, 

(41 Years — ^from 955 to 914.) 

1 . Piety of Asa, 2 Chron. xiv. part of ver. 1 ; 
1 Kings XV. 9, 10, 11 ; 2 Chron. xiv. 
part of ver. 1,2, 3; 1 Kings xv. 12 — 


i5 ; 2 Chron. xiv. 4, to end 120 

2. Asa makes a covenant with God, 2 Chron. 

XV. 1—15; and 18, 19 121 

3. War with Baasha, 1 Kings xv. 1 6 — 22 122 


4. Death of Asa, 2 Chron. xvi. 7. to end ; 1 
Kings XV. 23, 24 ; 2 Chron. xvi. 1 — 6 ; 

XV. 16, 17 123 

Portion IT. Events in the Kingdom of Israel, 
contemporary with the Reign of Asa, King 
of Judah. 

1. Death of Jeroboam and his son, 1 Kings 

xiv. 1—20 124 

2. Reign of Nadab, 1 Kings xv. 25 — 31 125 

3. Reign of Baasha, 1 Kings xv. 32 to end ; 

xvi. 1—7 126 

4. Reign of Elah, 1 Kings xvi. 8 — 14 127 

5. Reign of Zimri, 1 Kings xvi. 15 — 22 ib, 

6. Reign of Omri, 1 Kinp xvi. 23—28 128 

7. Commencement of the reign of Ahab, 1 

Kings xvi. 29, to end ib. 


Part IV. 

Portion I. Reign of Jelioshaphat, (25 Years; 
from 914 to 889.) 

1. Accession of Jehoshaphat: His good reign, 
1 Kings xxii. 41 — 44, and 46, 47 ; 2 Cnr. 


xvii. 2, to end 129 

2. Wars, and good government of Jehosha- 

? hat, 2 Chron. xviii. 1, 2; xix. 1 — 7; 
'salm Ixxxii, ; 2 Chron. xix. 8, to end ; 

XX. 1 — ^26; Psalm cxv. 46; 2 Chron. 

XX. 27 — 30, and 35, to end ; 1 Kings xxii. 

49; 2 Kings viii. 16 130 

3. Death of Jehoshaphat, 2 Chon. xx. 31 — 34 ; 

1 Kings xxii. 45. 50 ; 2 Chron. xvii. 1 ; 

1 Kings xxii. 48 135 


Portion II. Events in the Kingdom of Israel, 
contemporary with the reign of Jehoshaphat. 

1. Reign of Ahab continued : Elijah predicts 

12 
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a drought, aud raises the widoVs son, 

1 Kings xvii 136 

2. Elijah proves the truth of his mission, and 

flies from Jezebel, 1 Kings xviii. xix. 
1—18 137 

3. Calling of Elisha, 1 Kings xix. 19, to end . 141 

4. Benhadad besieges Samaria, 1 Kings xx. 

1—25 ib. 

5. Second defeat of the Syrians, 1 Kings xx. 

26, to end 142 

6. Seizure of Naboth’s vineyard, 1 Kings xxi, 144 

7. Death of Ahab, 1 Kings xxii.l — 40; 2Chr. 

xviii. 3, to end 146 

8. Reign and death of Ahaziah, 1 Kings xxii. 

51, to end ; 2 Kings i 149 

9. Reign of Jehoram : Rebellion of Moab, 

2 Kings iii. 1 — 5 151 

10. Rapture of Elijah, 2 Kings ii ib. 

11. Victory of Jehoram over the Moabites, 

2 Kings iii. 6, to end 154 

12. Miracles of Elisha, 2 Kings iv. ; v. 6 — ^23 155 

Part V. 

Portion I. Reign of Jehoram, King of Judah, 

(4 Years; from 889 to 885), 2 Chron. xxi. 

1.5, 6,7; 2,3, 4; 11—15; 8,9,10; 16, to 


end ; 2 Kings viii. 23, 24; and 17 — 22 161 

Portion II. Events in the Kingdom of Israel, 
contemporary with the reign of Jehoram, 
King of Judah. 

Siege of Samaria, 2 Kings vi. 24, to end ... 164 
The famine, and sudden deliverance, 

2 Kings vii. ; viii. 1 — 6 ib. 


Part VI. 

Portion I. Reign of Ahaziah, King of Judah, 

(1 Year; from 885 to 884), 2 Kings viii. 25 ; 

2 Chron. xxii. 1 — 7 ; 2 Kings ix. part of vcr. 

27 ; 2 Chron. xxii. 8, and part of ver. 9 ; 

2 Kings ix. part of vcr. 27, and ver. 28 ; 

2 Chron. xxii. part of ver. 9 ; 2 Kings ix. 29 ; 
viii. 26, to end 166 

Portion 11. Events in the kingdom of Israel, 
contemporary with the reign of Ahaziah. 

1. Conspiracy of Hazael, 2 Kings viii. 7 — 15... 169 

2. Conspiracy of Jehu, 2 Kings ix. 1, to part 


of ver. 14 ib. 

3. Death of Jehoram, 2 Kings ix. part of ver. 

14—26 170 

4. Reign of Jehu : Death of Jezebel, 2 Kings 

ix. 30, to end 171 

5. Death of Ahab’s sons, 2 Kings x. 1 — 11 ... 172 

6. Death of Ahaziah’s kindred, 2 Kings x. 12, 

13,14 ib, 

7. Death of Baal’s priests, 2 Kings x. 15 — 20 173 


Part VII. 

Portion I. Reign of Athaliah, (6 Years ; from 
884 to 878), 2 Chron. xxii. 10, 11, 12 ; xxiv. 

7 — 11 ; xxiii. 1 — 15; 2 Kings xi. 1 — 16 174 

Portion II. Reign of Jehu, continued, 2 Kings 
x. 29 176 

Part VIII. 

Portion I. Reign of Joash, King of Judah, 

(40 Years; from 878 to 838.) 


Sect, Pa^c 

1. Early reign of Joash, 2 Kings xi. 21 ; xii. 

1, 2, 3 ; 2 Chron. xxiii. 16, to end ; xxiv. 

3 176 

2. The temple repaired, 2 Chron. xxiv. 4, 5 ; 

2 Kings xii. 4, 6, 6 ; 2 Chron. xxiv. 6 ; 

2 Kings xii. 7 — 14; 2 Chron. xxiv. 12, 

13, 14; 2 Kings xii. 15, 16 177 

3. Apostacy and death of Joash, 2 Kings xii. 

17, lo ; 2 Chron. xxiv. 15—26 ; 2 Kings 
xii. 20, 21 ; 2 Chron. xxiv. 27 ; 2 Kings 

xii. 19 ; 2 Chron. xxiv. 1, 2 ; 2 Kings xi. 

17—20 179 

Portion II. Events in the Kingdom of Israel, 
contemporary with the Reign of Joash. 

1. Death of Jehu, 2 Kinp x. 30, to end 181 

2. Reign of Jehoahaz, 2 Kings xiii. 1 — 9 ib, 

3. Reign of Jehoash : Death of Elisha, 2 Kings 

xiii. 10, and 14 — 21 182 


Part IX. 

Portion I. Reign of Amaziah, (29 Years; from 
838 to 809.) 


1. Amaziah punishes the murderers of his 

father, 1 Kings xiv. 1 — 6 182 

2. War with Edom, 2 Chron. xxv. 5 — 11 ; 

2 Kings xiv. 7; 2 Chron. xxv. 12 — 16... 183 

3. W^ar with Israel, 2 Kings xiv. 8 — 14 184 

4. Death of Amaziah, 2 Chron. xxv, 27, 28; 

25, 26 ; 1 — 4, and 17 — 24 ; 2 Kings xiv. 

19, 20, and 17, 18 185 

Portion II. Events in the Kingdom of Israel, 
contemporary with the reign of Amaziah. 

3. Reign of Jehoash, continued, 2 Kings xiii. 

‘^2, to end, and 11, 12, 13 ; xiv. 15, 16... 186 

2. Reign of Jeroboam the second, 2 Kings xiv. 

23,24 ib. 


Part X. 

Portion I. Reign of Uzziah, (52 Years; from 
810 to 758.) 


]. Early reign and prosperity of Uzziah, 

2 Chron. x.xvi. 1 — 4 ; 2 Kings xv. 1 ; 

2 Chron. xxvi. 5 — 15 187 

2. On the increase of his army by Uzziah, 

Joel predicts the overthrow of the king- 
dom of Judah by a foreign army, the 
Prophecy of Joel 188 

3. Uzziah struck with leprosy, 2 Chron. xxvi. 

16—21 193 

4. Designation of Isaiah to the prophetic oflBce, 

Isaiah i. 1 ; vi. ii. to v 194 

5. Death of Uzziah, 2 Chron. xxvi. 22, 23 ; 

2 Kings xiv. 21, 22; xv. 2 — 7 200 

Portion II. Events in the Kingdom of Israel, 
contemporary with Uzziah, King of Judah. 

1. Reign of Jeroboam the second, concluded, 

2 Kin^s xiv. 25, 26, 27 201 

2. Hosea’s hrst appeal to the ten tribes, Hosea 

i. ii. iii ib. 

3. Amos denounces judgment a^inst the 

neighbouring nations, and against Isiael 
and Judah, Amos i. to vii. 1 — 9 205 

4. History of Jonah, Jonah 212 

5. Death of Jeroboam the second, 2 Kings xiv. 
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28; Amos vii. 10, to end; viii. ix.; 

2 Kings xiv. 29 216 

6. Interregnum after the death of Jeroboam 

the second, Hosea iv 219 

7. Reign of Zechariah, 2 Kings xv. 8—12 220 

8. Reign of Shalluin, 2 Kings xv. 13, 14, 15... 221 

9. Reign of Menahem, 2 Kings xv. 16 — 22 ... ib, 
10. Reign of Pekahiah, 2 Kings xv. 23 — ^26 ... ih. 

Part XI. 

Portion I. Reipi of Jotham, (16 Years ; from 
758 to 742), 2 Kings xv. 32 ; 2 Chron. xxvii. 

1, 2; 2 Kings xv. part of ver. 35; Micah i. 
ii. ; 2 Chron. xxvii. 3, to end ; 2 Kings xv. 

37 ; 33, 34, part of ver. 35, and 36. 38 222 

Portion II. Events in the Kingdom of Israel, 
contemporary with the Reign of Jotham, King 
of Judah. 

Reign of Pekah, 2 Kings xv. 27, 28, 29 ... 226 


Part XII. 

Portion I . Reign of Ahaz, (16 Years; from 
742 to 726.) 

1. Character of Aliaz, 2 Kings xvi. 1 — 4 227 

2. Invasion of Rczin and Pekah, 2 Kings xvi. 

5 ; Isa. vii. to x. 1 — 4 ih. 

3. Isaiah’s prophecy of the ruin of Damascus, 

and the Ton Tribes, Isaiali xvii. xxviii. 233 

4. Devastation of Judah by Pekah, 2 Chron. 

xxviii. 4 — 19 ; Obadiah ; Isaiah i. 2, to 
end 234 

5. Alliance of Ahaz with Tiglath-Pile8er,king 

of Assyria, 2 Kings xvi. 6 — 9 ; 2 Chron. 
xxviii. 20 — 23; 2 Kings xvi. 10 — 18; 

2 Chron. xxviii. 24, 25 ; Ilosea v. vi. ... 239 

6. Death of Ahaz, and prediction of the power 

of Hezekiah, 2 Chron. xxviii. 26, 27 ; 
Isaiah xiv. 28, to end ; 2 Cliron. xxviii. 
1,2,3; 2 Kings xvi. 19,20 244 

Portion II, Events in the Kingdom of Israel, 
contemporary with the Reign of Ahaz, King 
of Judan. 


Reigns of Pekah and Ho&liea, 2 Kings xv. 
30, 31 ; xvii. 1,2 


245 


Part XIII. 

Portion I. Reign of Hezekiah, (29 Years; 
from 726 to 698.) 

1. Character of Hezekiah, and reformation of 

worsliip, 2 Kings xviii. 1 — 6 ; 2 Cliron. 
xxix. 3, to end; xxx. xxxi 246 

2. Isaiah’s prophecy against Moab, Isaiah xv. 

xvi 252 

3. The reformation by Hezekiah sujiported by 

the prophecies of Micah, Micah iii. to 
vii. ; 2 Kings xviii. 7, 8 254 

4 . Isaiah’s prophecy of the restoration of the 

Ten Tribes, the punishment of Egypt, 
and the conversion of Egypt and Assyria, 
Isaiah xviii. xix 260 

5. The prophecy of Nahum against Nineveh, 

Nahum i. ii. iii 265 

6. Isaiah’s prophecy of the destruction of Tyre, 

Isaiah xxiii 268 

7. Prophecy of Isaiah, on the invasion of Pa- 


Sect. Pag* 

lestine by the Assyrian army, Isaiah x. 

6, to end; xi. to xiv. I — 27 269 

8. General prophecy of the desolation and re- 

covery of Judea, Isaiah xxiv. to xxvii.... 277 

9. Prophecy of the invasion of J udea, and the 

destruction of Babylon, Isaiah xxii. 1 — 

14; xxi. 282 

K). First invasion of Sennacherib : Submission 
of Hezekiah, and capture of Ashdod, 

2 Chron. xxxii. 1 — 8 ; 2 Kings xviii. 13 
— 16 ; Isaiah xx 284 

11. Prophetic appeal to Jerusalem, while Sen- 

nacherib's army was in the country, Isaiah 
xxix. xxx. xxxi 286 

12. The sickness of Hezekiah, 2 Chron. x.^xii. 

24, 25, 26 ; 2 Kings xx. 1 — 11 ; Isaiali 
xxxii. to XXXV. ; xxxviii. 9 — 21 291 

13. The king of Babylon congi’atulates Heze- 

kiah on his recovery, 2 Kings xx. 12 — 

19 298 

14. Introduction to, or abridged history of, the 

second invasion of Sennacherib, ^ Chron. 
xxxii. 9 — 23 ib. 

15. History at length of the second invasion of 

Sennacherib, 2 Kings xviii. 17, to end ; 
xix. 1 — 7 ; Psal. xliv 299 

16. Destruction of Sennacherib’s army, 2 Kings 

xix. 8 — 19; Psal. Ixxiii. ; 2 Kings xix. 

20 — 35; Psalm Ixxv. Ixxvi. ; 2 Kings 
xix. 36, 37 303 

17. Promise of comfort to the people of God : 

Final restoration of the Jews foretold, 

Isaiah xl, xli 307 

18. Prophecy of the advent of Christ, and the 

restoration of the Jews, Isaiah xlii. xliii. 312 

19. The folly of idolatry, and the conversion of 

the Gentiles, Isaiah xliv. xiv 316 

20. Prophecy of the Babylonish captivity, and 

tne destruction of Babylon, Isaiah xlvi. 
xlvii 319 

21. Idolatry reproved, Isaiah xlviii 321 

22. Messiah addresses liis people, Isaiah xlix. 323 

23. Prophecy of the rejection of Christ, and the 

eventual exaltation of his church, Isaiah 

1. li. Iii. 1—12 325 

24. The liumiliation, sufferings, and exaltation 

of Christ foretold, Isaiah Iii. 13, to end ; 

liii 328 

25. Prophecy of the enlargement and triumph 

of the church, Isaiah liv 330 

26. The fulness and excellence of the blessings 

of the Gospel, Isaiah Iv. Ivi. 1 — 8 331 

27. Prediction of the calamities which should 

befall Judea for its idolatry, and hypo- 
crisy, Isaiah Ivi. 9, to end ; Ivii. Iviii. lix. 

1— 15 332 

28. The future glory and triumph of the church, 

Isaiah lix. 16, to end ; Ix. to Ixvi 336 

29. The death of Hezekiah, 2 Chron. xxxii. 27, 

to end; xxix. 1,2; Isaiah xxxvi. xxxvii. 
xxxviii. 1 — 8, and 21, 22 ; xxxix. ; 2 Kin. 

XX. 20, 21 346 

Portion II. Events in the. Kingdom of Israel, 
contemporary with the Reign of Hezekiah, 

King of Judah. 

. Reign of Hoshea king of Israel continued — 
Shalmaneser invtSes the dominions of 
Hoshea, 2 Kings xvii. 3, 4 349 
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2. Hosea predicts the captivity of the Ten 

Tribes, and exhorts tne people to repent- 
ance, Hosea vii. to xiv 350 

3. Reitm of Hoshea continued, 2 Kings xvii. 

&-23 357 


Captivity of the Ten Tribes, 2 Kings xviii. 
0—12 358 


PART XIV. 

Portion I. Reign of Manassch (55 Years : from 
698 to 643.) 

1. Idolatry of Manasseh, 2 Kin^ xxi. 1 — 16... 359 

2. Isaiah’s prophecy of the captivity of Shebna, 

Isaiah xxii. 15, to end 360 

3. Captivity of Manassch, 2 Chron. xxxiii. 11 

— 20; 2 Kings xxi. 17, 18; 2 Chron. 
xxxiii, 1 — 10 361 

Portion II. State of the Provinces formerly 
possessed by the Ten Tribes, during the 
Reign of Manasseh, 2 Kings xvii. 24, to end 363 

Part XV. — Reiqri of Amon (2 years: from 
643^0 641,) 2 lyings xxi. 19, to end ; 2 Chron. 


xxxiii. 21, to end 364 

Part XVI. — Reiun of Jodali (31 years: from 
64Uo010.) , 

1, Josiah removes idolatry, 2 Kings xxii. 1, 2; 


2, Designation of Jeremiah to the prophetic 

office, Jer. i. ii. iii. 1 — 5 365 

3. The Temple repaired, 2 Chron. xxxiv. 8 — 


4. Zephaniah exhorts the people to repentance, 

about tlic time of Josiah’s reformation, 
Zephaniah i. ii. iii 374 

5. Reformation of religion by Josiah, 2 Kings 

xxiii. 4 — 20; 2 Chron. xxxiv. 33 378 

6. Celebration of the passover, 2 Chron. xxxv. 

1—19 380 

7. Jeremiah reproaches the people for their 

backsliding, after the reformation by Jo- 
siah, Jer. iii. 6, to end 381 

8. Jeremiah describes in prophetic anticipation, 

the sorrows of the approaching captivity, i 
Jer. iv. v, vi 3831 
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9. Habakkuk predicts the punishment of the 
people for their backsliding, Habakkuk 

1. ii. iii 389 

10. Jeremiah exhorts the people to repentance, 

and laments the miseries of the people 
on the near approach of the captivity, 

Jer. vii. to X. ,, 393 

11. The people are reminded of the covenant of 

Josiah, Jer. xi. xii 401 

12. Death of Josiah, 2 Chron. xxxv. 20 — 24 ; 

2 Kings xxiii. 25, 26, 27 ; 2 Chron. xxxv. 

25, to end; xxxiv, 1, 2; 2 Kings xxii, 

3, to end; xxiii, 1, 2, 3; 21 — ^25, and 
28, 29, 30 404 


Part XVII. — Reign of Jehoahaz^ (3 montM^ 
610.) 

Reign of Jehoahaz, 2 Chron. xxxvi. 1 — 4; 

2 Kings xxiii. 31— 35 406 


Part XVIII. — Reign of Jelioiakim, (11 years^ 
from 610 to 599.) 

1. Accession of Jehoiakim, 2 Kings xxiii. 36,37 407 

2. Various predictions and appeals to the Jews, 

declaring the certainty of their captivity 
and the destruction of Jerusalem, Jer. 
xiii. to xix ib, 

3. Prediction of the fate of Pashur 419 

4. Prediction of the fate of Slmllum and Je- 

hoiakim, Jer. xxii. 1 — 23 420 

5. Apprehension and arraignment of Jeremiah, 

Jer. xxvi 422 

6. Jeremiah’s prophecy against the army of 

Pharaoh-Necho, Jer. xlvi. 1 — 12 424 

7. The Rechabites take refuge in Jerusalem 

from the army of the Chaldeans, Jer. 
xxxv 425 

8. Prediction of the seventy years captivity, 

Jer. XXV 426 

9. First reading of the roll by Baruch, Jer. 

xxxvi. 1 — 8 429 

10, Consolation to Baruch on reading the roll, 

Jer. xiv 430 

11. Commencement of the c^tivity, 2 Kings 

xxiv. part of ver. 1 ; 2 Chron. xxxvi. 6, 

7 ; Dan. i. 1 — 7 ; 2 Kings xxiv. 3, 4 .... ib. 


PERIOD THE SEVENTH. 

THE BABYLONISH CAPTIVITY, SEVENTY YEARS. — FROM 606 — 536. 


Part I. — Events ai Jerusalem between tlie com- 
mencement of live Captivity and the Burning 
of the Temple. 

1. Reign of Jehoiakim continued — Second 

reading of the roll, Jer. xxxvi. 9, to end 435 

2. Rebellion and death of Jehoiakim, 2 Kings 

xxiv. part of ver. 1. and ver. 2; 2 Chron. 
xxxvi. 5 ; 2 Kings xxiv. 5 ; 2 Chron . ' 

xxxvi. 8 438 

3. Reign of Jehoiachin, nineteenth king. 

Three months Captivity of Ezekiel, 

&c., 2 Kings xxiv, 6 — 9 ; Jer. xxii. 24, 


to end ; Jer. xxiii.; 2 Kings xxiv. 10 — 

16 ; 2 Chron. xxxvi. 9, 10 439 

4. Accession of Zedekiah — Prediction of the 
restoration of the Jews, Jerem. Iii. 1, 

2, 3 ; xxiv 444 

6. Prediction of the duration of the captivity, 
Jerem. xxix. 1 — ^14*, 16 — 20; i5*, 21, 


6. Prophecy of the restoration of the Jews, 

Jerem. xxx. xxxi 447 

7. Fate of the surrounding nations prefixed 

— Hauaniah the false prophet is pumshed 
with death, Jerem. xxvii, xxviii 453 
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8. Prophecy of the fate of the surrounding 

nations, Jerem. xlviii. xlix 456 

9. Prophecy against Babylon, Jerem. 1. li. ... 461 

10. General introduction to the narrative of the 

destruction of the temple and of Jeru- 
salem, 2 Chron. xxxvi. 11 — 22: 2 Kings 
XXV. 1, 2 469 

11. Approach of the Chaldean army — Capture 

of Zedekiah and the city foretold — The | 

Hebrew slaves released, Jerem. xxxix. 

1 ; xxxvii. 1 — 4 ; xxxiv. 1 — 10 470 

12. Imprisonment of Jeremiah, Jerem. xxxii. 

xxxiii 472 

13. The Chaldeans raise the siege of Jerusalem, 

and march against Pharaoh Hophra, king 
of Egypt, Jerem. xxxvii. 5 477 

14. The destruction of the Philistines and the 

Egyptians foretold, Jerem. xlvii. ; xxxvii. 
6—10 ih. 

15. On the departure of the Chaldeans, the 

Hebrew slaves are recalled, Jer. xxxiv. 

11, to end 479 

16. Jeremiah, attempting to make his escape 

from Jerusalem, is again imprisoned, 
Jerem. xxxvii. 11, to end 480 

17. Jeremiah, applied to by the king, repeats 

his former predictions, Jerem. xxi 481 

18. Jeremiah committed to the dungeon of 

Malchiah, Jer. xxxviii. ; xxxix. 15, to 
end 482 

19. Ca^ure of Jerusalem and of Zedekiah — 

The deliverance of Jeremiah, Jer. lii. 5, 

6; xxxix. 3; lii. 7 — 11; xxxix. 11 — 
I4;lii. 25— 27 484 

20. The burning of the temple of Jerusalem, 

Jer. lii. 12, 13, 14; 17—23; 15, 16; 
xxxix. 10; Ps. Ixxix. Ixxiv. Ixxxiii. 
xciv. ; 2 Kings xxiv. 17, to end; Jer. 
xxxix. 2. and 4—9 ; 2 Kings xxv. 3 — 

21 485 

21. The lamentations of Jeremiah over the 

desolation of his country, Lamentations, 
the whole book 492 


Part TI. — Events at Babylon between the com- 
mencement of the Captivity and the destruction 
of the Temple. 


1 . Condition of Daniel and his companions at 

Babylon, Daniel i. 8, to end 502 

2. Commission of Ezekiel, Ezek. i. ii. iii. 1 — 

21 503 

3. Proj)hecy of the miseries and destruction of 

Jerusalem, Ezek. iii. 22, to end ; iv. v. 
vi. vii 508 

4. Visions of the idolatries which occasioned 

the Babylonish captivity, Ezek. viii. ix. 

X. xi. 1 — ^21 514 

5. Various predictions against Zedekiah — The 

false prophets — Jerusalem and the Jew- 
ish nation, Ezek. xi. 22, to end ; xii. 
to xix 520 

6. Prcmhecies addressed to the elders of the 

Jews, Ezek. xx. to xxiii 534 

7. Prophecy of the destruction of Jerusalem, 

delivered at the commencement of the 
siege, Ezek. xxiv 545 

8. Prophecy against Elgypt, Ezek. xxix. 1 — 16 547 

9. Prophecy against Egypt, Ezek. xxx. 20, to 

end ; xxxi 5.50 


Part HI . — History of that portion of the Jew- 
ish nation who were not cmried captive to 
Babylon after the destruction of the temple. 


Sect. Page 

1. Abridged account of the events related in 

this chapter, 2 Kings xxv. 23 — ^26 552 

2. Gedaliah appointed governor after the de- 

struction of the temple — Jeremiah and 
the rest of the people attach themselves 
to Gedaliah, 2 Kings xxv. 22 ; Jerem. 
xl.l— 12 ib. 

3. Conspiracy of Ishmael against Gedaliah, 

Jerem. xl. 13, to end ; xli. 1 — 10 554 

4. Johanan rescues the captives from Ishmael, 

and, contrary to the commands of God 
given by Jeremiah, takes refuge at Tah- 
panhes in Egypt, Jerem. xli. 11, to end ; 
xlii. ; xliii. 1 — 7 555 

5. Prophecy of Jeremiah against Egypt, Jer. 

xliii. 8, to end ; xlvi. i3, to end 557 

6. Final predictions of Jeremiah against the 

idolatrous Jews, and against Egypt, Jer. 
xliv 559 

7. Brief recapitulation of the captivities of the 

Jews by Nebuchadrezzar, Jer. lii. 28, 

29, 30 562 


Part IV. — Events at Babylon between the 
destruction of Jerusalem am the return from 
the Captivity. 


1. Ezekiel, being informed of the destruction 

of Jerusalem, predicts the utter deso- 
lation of Judea, and the judgments of 
God against the surrounding nations, 
enemies to the Jews, Ezek. xxxiii. 21, 
to end ; xxv. to xxviii 562 

2. Prophecy against Egypt, Ezek. xxxii. 1 — 

16 571 

3. Prophecy against Egypt, Ezek. xxxii. 17, 

to end 572 

4. Appeal to the captives in Babylon, Ezek. 

xxxiii. 1—20 573 

5. Ezekiel proceeds to denounce the anger of 

God on the governors of the Jews, who 
had deceived the people to their ruin. 

Ho then j)redict8 the restoration of the 
Jews to Jerusalem, and the ultimate 


happiness of Christ's kingdom, Ezek. 
xxxiv. to xxxvii 575 

6. Prophecy of the future great contest be- 

tween the church and its enemies, and 
the conversion of the Jews in the latter 
days, Ezek. xxxviii. xxxix 583 

7. Ezekiel’s vision of the second temple, Ezek. 

xl. to xlviii 587 

8. Last prediction against Egypt, Ezek. xxix. 

17, to end ; xxx. 1 — 19 604 

9. Daniel relates to Nebuchadnezzar the dream 

the king had forgotten, Daniel ii 607 

10. Nebuchadnezzar, on the completion of his 

conquests, sets up the golden image, 

Dan. iii 615 

11. Nebuchadnezzar’s second dream, Dan. iv. 

1—27 617 

12. Madness and recovery of Nebuchadnezzar, 

Dan. IV. 28, to end 619 

1 3. Accession of Evil Merodach, and release of 

.Tehoiachin from prison, Jer. lii. 31, to 
end ; 2 Kings xxv. 27, to end 620 
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Sect. Page 

14, Daniel's first vision of the four living crea- 

tures, Dan.- vii 621 

15. Psalms written during the distresses and 

afflictions of the church, chiefly in the 
Babylonish captivity, Ps. cxxxvii. exxx. , 
Ixxx. Ixxvii. xxxvii. lx vii. xlix. lii. 1 . x. 
xiii. xiv. XV. xxv. xxvi. xxvii. xxxvi. 


Ixxxix. xcii. xciii. cxxiii 624 

16. Belshazzar’s feast, Dan. v . 641 


Sect. Pfl.g 0 

17. Daniel’s vision of the ram and the he-goat, 

Dan. viii 645 

18. Prayer of Daniel for the restoration of Je- 

rusalem, and prophecy of the seventy 
weeks, Daniel ix ; Psalm cii 647 

19. Daniel cast into the den of lions, Dan. 

vi 651 

20. Decree of Cyrus for the restoration of the 

Jews, Ezra i. 1 — 4; Psal. exxvi. Ixxxv.; 

2 Chron. xxxvi. 22, 23 653 


PERIOD THE EIGHTH. 

FROM THE TERMINATION OF THE BABYLONISH CAPTIVITY, TO THE 
REFORMATION OF WORSHIP BY NEHEMIAH, AND THE COMPLETION 
OF THE CANON OF THE OLD TESTAMENT BY SIMON THE JUST. — 
FROM 536 TO ABOUT 300. 


Part I. — From the decree of Cyrus to the dedi- 
cation of tlie second temple, 

1. Return of the Jews from their captivity, 
Ezra, i. 5, to end ; ii. ; iii. 1 — 7 ; Psalms 
evii. Ixxxvii.; cxi. to cxiv. ; cxvi. cxvii. 


exxv. cxxvii. cxxviii. cxxxiv 659 

2. Foundation of the Temple laid, Ezra iii. 8 , 

to end ; Psal. Ixxxiv. Ixvi 671 


3. The building of the Temple interrupted — 

Last vision of Daniel, Ezra iv. 1 — 5. 
and part of ver. 24 ; Ps. cxxix. ; Dan. x. 

xi. xii 673 

4 . Building of the Temple resumed, Ezra iv. 

part of ver. 24; v. 1 ; Hag. i. 1 — 11 ; 

Ezra V. 2 ; Hag. i. 12, to end ; ii. 1 — 9 ; 
Zcch.i. 1 — 6 ; Hag. ii. 10, to end ; Zech. 


i. 7 , to end ; ii. to vi 681 

5. The building of the Temple again inter- 

rupted, and again resumed, Ezra v. 3, to 
end ; vi. 1 — ^13 ; Ps. cxxxviii. ; Zech. 
vii. viii 691 

6 . Dedication of the second Temple, Ezra vi. 

14. to end ; Ps. cxlvi, cxlvii. cxlviii. 
cxlix. cl. xlviii. Ixxxi. 696 


Part II. — From the dedication of the seemd 
Temple to the death of Hainan. 

1. Opposition to the Jews in the reign of 


Xerxes, Ezra iv. 6 702 

2. Opposition to the Jews in the reign of Ar- 

taxerxes Longimanus, Ezra iv. 7 — 23 ... ib. 

3. Artaxerxes divorces his queen, Esther i. ii. 

1 . to part of ver. 15 704 

4 . Commission of Ezra, Ezra vii. viii 707 


5. Esther made queen of Persia, Esther ii. 

part of ver. 15 — 20 712 

6 . Reformation by Ezra, Ezra ix. x. ; Zech. 

ix. to xiv ib. 

7. Mordecai discovers the conspiracy against 

Artaxerxes, Esther ii. 21, to end 725 

8 . Plot of Haman, and its defeat, Esther iii. 

to X 726 

Part III . — From the Reformation by Nehe- 
miah to the closing of the canon, 

1. First commission of Nehemiah, Nehem. i. 

ii. 1—11 735 

2. The walls of Jerusalem rebuilt, Neh. ii. 12, 

to end ; iii. to vi 737 

3. Dedication of the wall of Jerusalem, Neh. 

xii. 27 — 44 744 

4. Nehemiah returns to Persia, Neh. vii. 1 — 

4 745 

5. Second commission of Nehemiah, and refor- 

mation effected by him, Neh. vii. 5, to 
end ; viii. to xi. ; xii. 1 — 9. and 44, to 
end; xiii. 1, 2, 3; Psalms i. cxix ib. 

6 . Malachi prophesies against the corruptions 

which had been introduced during the 
second absence of Nehemiah, Malachi i. 
ii. ; iii. 1 — 15 770 

7. Further reformation by Nehemiab, Neh. 

xiii. 4, to end 775 

8 . Final prophecy of the Old Testament, Ma- 

lachi iii. 16, to end ; iv 777 

9. Detached genealogies, successions, and 

events, inserted probably at the comple- 
tion of the canon, 1 Chron. i. to ix. ; 

Neh. xii. 10— 26 778 


END OF THE FIRST INDEX. 



INDEX THE SECOND, 

ON THE PLAN RECOMMENDED BY TORSHEL, 


SHEWING 


IN WHAT PART OF THE ARRANGEMENT ANY CHAPTER OR VERSE OF THE 
OLD TESTAMENT MAY BE FOUND. 


GENESIS. 


Chap. Verse. Vol. Page 


I. i. 3 

II, 1,2,3 i. 6 

4, to end i. 5 

III i. 6 

IV. 1—16 i. 8 

17—24 i. 9 

23 i. 9 

26 i. 10 

V. i. 10 

VI i. 11 

VII. 1—4 i, 13 

5, to end i. 13 

Vin, 1—12 i. 14 

13, to end ... i. 15 

IX. 1—17 i. 15 

18, to end ... i. 16 

X i. 21 

XI. 1—9 i. 19 

10—26 i. 22 

27, to end ... i. 74 

XII i. 74 

XIII. 1—4 i. 76 

5—13 i. 76 

14, to end ... i. 76 

XIV. 1—17 i. 77 

18, to end ... i. 78 

XV i. 78 

XVI i. 79 

XVII. 1—8 i. 80 

9, to end i. 80 

XVIII. 1—15 i. 81 

16, to end ... i. 82 

XIX. 1—29 i. 83 

30, to end ... i. 84 

XX i. 85 

XXL 1—8 i. 86 

9—21 i. 86 

• 22, to end ... i. 87 

XXII. 1—19 i. 88 

20, to end ... i. 90 

XXIII i. 89 

XXIV i. 90 


Chap. Verse. Vol. Page 

XXT. 1—6 i. 94 

7—10 i. 93 

11 i. 95 

12— 16 i. 97 

17, 18 i. 97 

18—28 i. 94 

29, to end ... i. 95 

XXVI. first part of 

ver. 1 i. 93 

latter part of 
ver. 1, to end i. 95 

XXVII i. 98 

XXVIII i. 100 

XXIX. 1—8 i. 101 

9, to end i. 102 

XXX i. 103 

XXXI i. 103 

XXXII i. 108 1 

XXXIII. 1—17 i. 109 

18, to end ... i. 110 

XXXIV i. Ill 

XXXV. 1—27 i. 112 

28, 29 i. 122 

XXXVI i. 114 

XXXVII i. 116 

XXXVIII.l— 5 i. 110 

6, to end i. 118 

XXXIX, 1—6 1. 118 

7, to end i. 119 

XL i. 120 

XLI. 1—45 i. 122 

46, to end ... i. 124 

XLII i, 125 

XLIII. to XLVI i. 127 

XLVII. 1—12 i. 133 

13- 26 i. 134 

27, to end ... i. 135 

XLVIII. XLIX i. 133 

L. i. 138 


EXODUS. 

1. i. 140 


Chap. Verse. Vol. Page 

II. i. 145 

III i. 147 

IV. 1—28 L 149 

29, to end ... i. 131 

V. VI i. 151 

VII. 1—13 i. 154 

14, to end ... i. 155 

VIII. 1—15 i. 156 

16—19 i. 157 

20, to end ... i. 157 

IX. 1—7 i. 158 

8—12 i. 159 

13, to end ... i. 159 

X. 1—20 i. 160 

21—27 i. 164 

28. 29 i. 165 

XI. 1—8 i. 164 

9, 10 i. 165 

XII. 1—20 i. 162 

21— 28 i. 165 

29. 30 i. 166 

31—36 i. 166 

37,38,39 ... i. 167 

40,41,42 ... i. 167 

43, to end ... i. 168 

XIII. 1—19 i. 168 

20, to end ... i. 169 

XIV. 1—18 i. 170 

19, to end ... i. 172 

XV. 1-21 i. 172 

22— 26 i. 174 

27 i. 174 

XVI i. 175 

XVII i. 177 

XVIII. 1—26 i. 285 

27 i. 288 

XIX to end of XL i. 178 


LEVITICUS. 

I, to end of X i. 216 

XL to end of XXVII... i. 232 
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NUMBERS. 


Chap. Verse. Vol. P^e 

I. to end of VIII 

i. 'Zbd 

IX. 1 14 

i. 231 

15, to end ... 

i. 284 

X, 1 10 

i. 284 

11 28 

i. 287 

29 32 

i. 287 

33, to end . . . 

i. 288 

XI. 1, 2, 3 

i. 288 

4, to end 

i. 288 

XII. 1—15 

i. 290 

16 

i. 291 

XIII. XIV 

i. 291 

XV. to end of XIX. ... 

i. 296 

XX. 1 13 

i. 307 

14—21 

i. 308 

22—28 

i. 309 

29 

i. 309 

XXL 1,2,3 

i. 308 

4—9 

i. 309 

10 

i. 310 

11 

i. 310 

12, to part of 
18 

i. 310 

last part of 18, 
to 20 

i. 312 

21, to end 

i. 311 

XXII. XXIII. XXIV... 

i. 312 

XXV. XXVI 

i. 318 

XXVII, 1—11 

i. 323 

12, 13, 14 ... 

i. 387 

15, to end ... 

i. 388 

XXVIII. toXXXIL... 

i. 324 

XXXIII. 1—5 

i. 167 

6 

i. 169 

7 

i. 170 

8 

i 171 

9 

i. 174 

10 

i. 174 

11 

i. 174 

12 

i. 177 

13 

i. 177 

14 

i. 177 

15 

i. 178 

16 

i. 286 

17 

i. 290 

18 

i. 291 

19 

i. 305 

20 

i. 305 

21 

i. 305 

22 

i. 305 

23 

i. 305 

24 

i. 305 

25 

i. 305 

26 

i. 305 

27 

i. 306 

28 

i. 306 

29 

i. 306 

30 

i. 306 

31 

i. 306 

32 

i. 306 

33 

i. 306 

34 

i. 306 

35 

i. 306 

36.. 

i. 307 

37 

i. 309 

38, 39 

i. 309 

40 

i. 308 

41 

i. 309 


Chap. Verse. Vol. Page 

XXXIII. 42 i. 310 

43 i. 310 

44 i. 310 

45 i. 310 

46 i. 312 

47 i. 312 

48 i. 312 

49 i. 318 

50, to end ... i. 333 

XXXIV. XXXV i. 334 

XXXVI. I— 12 i. 323 

13 i. 387 


DEUTERONOMY. 

I. i. 3371 

II. I i. 339 

2, to end i. 340 

III. to end of IX i. 342 

X. 1—5 i. 354 

6—9 i. 340 

10, to end .... i. 354 

XI. to end of XXIX.... i. 355 

XXX i. 386 

XXXI. 1—6 i. 388 

7, 8 i. 388 

9—21 i. 389 

22 i. 390 

23—29 i. 390 

30 i. 390 

XXXII. 1—43 i. 390 

44—47 i. 393 

48, to end ... i. 393 
XXXIII. XXXIV. ... i. 393 


JOSHUA. 

1. 1—9 i. 3.99 

10, to end ... i. 403 

II i. 401 

III. IV. i. 403 

V. 1—12 i. 407 

13, to end ... i. 408 

VI. 1 i. 408 

2, to end i. 408 

VII i. 410 

VIII. 1—29 i. 412 

30, to end ... i. 420 

IX. X i. 414 

XI i. 418 

XII i. 423 

XIII. 1—14 i. 424 

15, to end ... i. 425 

XIV. 1—5 i. 425 

6, to end i. 426 

XV. 1—12 i. 427 

13—19 i. 427 

20, to end ... i. 428 

XVI. XVII i. 429 

XVIII. 1—10 i. 431 

11, to end ... i. 432 

XIX. 1—48 i. 433 

49, to end ... i. 435 

XX i. 435 

[XXL 1—42 i. 436 

I 43, to end ... i. 438 

I XXIII. XXIV i. 438 


JUDGES. 


Chap. Verse. Vol. Page 

I- i. 441 

II. 1—5 i. 443 

6-13 i. 444 

14, to end ... i, 454 

III. 1—4 i. 454 

5—11 i, 455 

12—30 i. 455 

31 i. 456 

IV. V i. 456 

VI. 1-6 i. 460 

7, to end i. 466 

VII i. 468 

VIII. 1—28 i. 470 

29, to end ... i, 471 

IX i. 472 

X. 1, 2 i. 475 

3, 4, 5 i. 475 

6, to end i. 475 

XI. i. 476 

XIT. 1-7 i. 479 

8, to end i. 479 

XIII i. 479 

XIV i. 486 

XV. 1-9 i. 487 

20 i. 492 

XVI i. 490 

XVII. XVIII i. 444 

XIX. XX. XXI i. 447 


RUTH. 


The whole Book i, 460 


1 SAMUEL. 


I. 


i. 481 

II. 

1—21 

i. 483 


22, to end ... 

i. 489 

III. 


i. 485 

IV. 


i, 492 

V. VI. 


i. 493 

VII. 

1 

i. 495 


2, to end 

i. 496 

VIII. 


i. 497 

IX. X. 


i. 498 

XL to XV 

i. 502 

XVI. 

1—13 

i. 511 


14, to end ... 

i. 518 

XVII. 

1—40 

i. 512 


41-54 

i. 515 


55, 56 

i. 514 


57, 58 

i. 516 

XVIII. 

1—4 

i. 516 


5 — 9 

i. 517 


10, to end ... 

i. 518 

XIX. 

1, 2, 3 

i. 519 


4—17 

i. 620 


18, to end ... 

i. 522 

XX. 



i. 523 

XXL 

1—9 

i. 525 


10, to end ... 

i. 526 

XXII. 

part of 1 

i. 528 


part of 1 & 2 
3—19 

i. 529 
i. 530 


20, to end ... 

i. 537 

j XXIII. 

1 

i. 537 


2—5 

i. 5.^ 
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Verse. 

Vol.PMe 

Chap. 

Verse. 

Vcd.Page 

Chap. 

Verse. 

Vol. Page 

6 

.... i. 538 

II. 

13-38 

. ii. 

5 

XXII. 

41—44 

.. ii. l29 

7—12 

.... i. 688 


39, to end . 

. ii. 

11 


45 

. ii. 136 

13-23 

.... i. 640 

III. 

1,2 

. ii. 

12 


46, 47 

. ii. 129 

24—28 

.... i. 641 


3 

. ii. 

3 


48 

. ii. 136 

29 

.... i. 641 


4 

. ii. 

7 


49 

. ii. 135 


. .541 


5, to end . . . . , 

. ii. 

4 


50 

. ii. 136 

i. S4S 

IV. 

1—25 

. ii. 

8 


51, to end . 

. ii. 149 


XXV i. 645 

XXVI i. 548 


AA. V IJl. 

2-7 


650 


8, to end 


651 

XXVIll. XXIX 


552 

XXX. XXXI 


655 V. 




VI. 


2 SAMUEL. 



I. 



558 

II. III. IV 


560 

V. 

1,2,3 


565 


4—10 


569 


11, to end ... 

i. 

570 VII. 

VI. 

1—11 

i. 

572 


12—19 


576 


20, to end ... 

i. 

584 

VII. 



585 VIII. 

VIII. 

1—12 

i. 

594 


13 


595 


14, to end ... 


595 IX. 

IX. X. 


i. 

598 

XI. 



602 

XII. 

1, to part of i5 


604 


part of 15 — 23 

24, 25 

26, to end ... 

1—20 

21, to end ... 


610 

611 XI. 


26,27,28 

29,30, 31 

32 

33 

34 

]— 12 

13, to end ... 

1 

2, 3 

4—8 

9— 14 

15—28 

29—36 

37, 38 

1—12 

13—22 

23—50 

51 

1, to part of 50 
part of 50 to 61 
62, to end ... 
1—9 

10— 14 

15, 16 

17—23 

24 

25, to end ... 
1—13 

14, to end ... 

1—14 


ii. 46 
ii. 46 


ii. 12 
ii. 18 
ii. 13 
ii. 17 


ii. 33 
ii. 34 


ii. 34 
ii. 42 


1 — 5 ii. 

6, to end ii. 

ii. 

1—23 ii. 

24, to end ... ii. 

ii. 

1 — 6 ii. 

7—15 ii. 

16 ii. 

17—22 ii. 

23, 24 ii. 

25 ii. 

26, to end ... ii. 
1 to part of 14 ii. 
part of 14 to 
part of 27 ii. 
part of 27 ... ii. 
part of 27 ... ii. 

28 ii. 

29 ii. 

30, to end ... ii. 

1—11 ii. 

12, 13, 14 ... ii. 
15—28 ii. 


1 — < 

8—14 

r 

613 


21, 22 

. 1. 

. ii. 

OifD 

7 




11 . 

ii. 

15, 16, 17 ... 


613 


23—40 

. ii. 

88 

XI. 

1—16 

ii. 

18, to end ... 


614 


41,42,43.... 

. ii. 

104 


17—20 

fi. 

1—29 

i. 

615 

XII. 

1—24 

. ii. 

109 


21 

fi. 

30, to end ... 


617 


25, to end .. 

. fi. 

114 

XII. 

1, 2, 3 

fi. 

1—14 


617 

XIII. 


. ii. 

115 


4,5,6 

ii. 

15, to end ... 


619 

XIV. 

1—20 

. ii. 

124 


7—14 

ii. 


i. 

620 


part of 21.... 

. ii. 

109 


15, 16 

ii. 

XIX 


630 


part of 21.... 

.. ii. 

113 


17 ; 18 

ii. 

1,2 


635 


23,24.... 

. ii. 

111 


19 

ii. 

3 


635 


25, to end . 

. ii. 

113 


20, 21 

ii. 

4, to end 


635 

XV. 

1, 2 

. ii. 

119 

XIII. 

1—9 

ii. 

1—14 


636 


3—8 

. ii. 

119 


10 

ii. 

15, to end ... 


637 


9, 10, 11 

. ii. 

120 


11, 12,13.... 

ii. 



638 


1^15 

. ii. 

120 


14—21 

ii. 

1—7 


686 


16—23 

. ii. 

122 


22, to end .. 

ii. 

8—12 


668 


23, 24 

.. ii. 

123 

XIV. 

1—6 

ii. 

13-17 


530 


25—31 

. ii. 

125 


7 

ii. 

18, to end ... 


570 


32, to end .. 

. ii. 

126 


8—14 

ii. 

1—9 


643 

XVI. 

1—7 

. ii. 

126 

1 

1 

15, 16 

ii. 

10—15 


644 


8—14 

. ii. 

127 

j 

17, 18 

ii. 

16 


647 


15—22 

. ii. 

127 


19, 20 

ii. 

17 

i« 

645 


23—28 

. ii. 

128 


21, 22 

ii. 

18, to end ... 


647 


29, to end .. 

. ii. 

128 


23, 24 

ii. 




XVII. 


. ii. 

136 


25,26,27 .. 

ii. 




XVIII. 


. ii. 

137 


28 

ii. 

1 KINGS. 



XIX. 

1—18 

. ii. 

140 


29 

ii. 





19, to end .. 

. ii. 

141 

XV. 

1 

ii. 


i# 

649 

XX. 

1_25 

1. ii. 

141 


2, 3, 4 

ii. 

1—9 

i* 

685 


26, to end .. 

. ii. 

143 



ii. 

10, 11 

i. 

687 

XXI. 


. ii. 

144 


B—h 

ii. 

12 

ii. 

3 

XXII. 

1—40 

. ii. 

146 


13, 14, 15 

ii. 
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Chap. 

Verse. 

Vol.Page 1 Chap. 

Verse. 

Vol.Page 1 

1 Chap. 

Verse. 

Vol.Page 

XV. 

16—22 

u. 

221 XII. 

23, to end ... 


567 

'X. 

13—28 

n. 44 


23—26 

n. 

221 

XIII. 

1—4 


565 


29,30,31 

ii 104 


27, 28, 29 . 

n. 

226 


5, to end 


585 

X. 


ii. 113 


30, 31 

il. 

245 

XIV. 

1—16 


571 

XI. 

1-4 

ii. 113 


32 

n. 

222 


17 


571 


5, to end 

fi. Ill 


33, 34 

ii. 

226 

XV. 

1—14 


574 

XII. 

1 

ii. Ill 


part of 35.,.. 

n. 

222 


15, to end ... 


576 


to end 

ii. 112 


part of 35 

ii. 

226 

XVI. 



577 

XIII. 

1—21 

fi. 117 


k 

ii. 

226 

XVII. 



587 


22 

fi. 119 


37 

ii. 

226 

XVIII. 

1—11 


597 

XIV. 

part of 1 

ii. 120 


38 

ii. 

226 


12 


595 


*part of 1, 2, 3, 

fi. 120 

XVI. 

1—4 

n. 

227 


13, to end ... 


598 


4, to end 

ii. 120 


5 

ii. 

227 

XIX. 



601 

XV. 

1—15 

ii. 121 


6—9 

ii. 

239 

XX. 

part of 1 


602 


16, 17 

ii. 124 


10^18 

ii. 

242 


latter part of 1 

i. 

609 


18, 19 

ii. 122 


19, 20 

ii. 

245 


2 3 


610 

XVI. 

1—6 

ii. 123 

XVII. 

1,2 

ii. 

245 


4, to end 


643 


7, to end 

ii. 123 


3, 4 

ii. 

349 

XXI. 

1-5 


646 

XVII. 

1 

ii. 136 


5—23 

ii. 

357 


6, 7 


644 


2, to end 

ii. 129 


24, to end .. 

n. 

363 


8—14 


646 

XVIII. 

1,2 

ii. 130 

XVIII. 

1—6 

ii. 

246 


1.5, 16 


644 


3, to end 

fi. 148 


7, 8 

ii. 

260 


part of 17 


647 

XIX. 

1-7 

fi. 130 


9—12 

ii. 

358 


pt. of 17 to end 


645 


8, to end 

ii. 131 


13—16 

ii. 

285 

XXII. 


1* 

647 

XX. 

1—26 

fi. 132 


17, to end .. 

ii. 

299 

XXIII. 

1 

i. 

652 


27—30 

fi. 135 

XIX. 

1—7 

il. 

.301 


2, to end 


6.55 


31—34 

ii. 135 


8—19 

ii. 

303 

XXIV. 

XXV. XXVI. 


6.56 


35, to end ... 

ii. 135 


20—35 

ii. 

.305 

XXVII. 

1 22 


660 

XXL 

1 

fi. 161 


36, 37 

ii. 

307 


23, 24 


644 


2, 3, 4 

ii. 161 

XX. 

1—11 

ii. 

291 


25, to end ... 


661 


.5, 6, 7 

ii. 161 


12—19 

ii. 

298 

XXVIII 

:. 1—10 


6.52 


8.9,10 

fi. 163 


20, 21 

n. 

349 


11, to end ... 


662 


11—16 

ii. 162 

XXI. 

1—16 

ii. 

359 

XXIX. 

1—19 


682 


16, to end ... 

ii. 163 


17, 18 

ii. 

362 


20—25 


685 

XXll. 

1—7 

, ii. 167 


19, to end .. 

fi. 

364 


26, to end ... 


686 


8 

ii. 168 

XXII. 

1, 2 

ii. 

,364 






part of 9 

ii. 168 


3, to end 

ii. 

405 






part of 9 

ii. 168 

XXIII. 

1, 2, 3 

ii. 

406 

2 

CHRONICLES. 



10,11,12 ... 

ii. 174 


4—20 

ii. 

378 





XXIII. 

1—15 

ii. 174 


21—24 

ii. 

406 

I. 

1 




16, to end ... 

ii. 177 


25, 26, 27 .. 

ii. 

405 


2—6... 



XXIV. 

1,2 

ii. 180 


28, 29, 30 .. 

ii. 

406 


7—12 , 




3 

ii. 177 


31—35 

ii. 

407 


13.. 




4, 5 

ii. 177 


36, 37 

ii. 

407 


14, to end ... 

fi. 



6 

ii. 178 

XXIV. 

part of 1 

ii. 

430 

11. 

1,2 

fi. 



7—11 

ii. 174 


part of 1 

ii. 

438 


3—16 

fi. 

10 


12,13,14 ... 

fi. 178 


§ 

ii. 

438 


17, 18 

fi. 

11 


15—26 

fi. 179 


3, 4 

ii. 

431 

III. 

1 

fi. 

12 


27 

fi. 180 


5 

ii. 

438 


2—9 

fi. 

12 

XXV. 

1—4 

fi. 185 


6—9 

ii. 

439 


10, 11, 12 ... 

fi. 

18 


5—11 

ii. 183 


10—16 

ii. 

443 


part of 13 

fi. 

18 


12—16 

ii. 184 


17, to end .. 

ii. 

490 


part of 13 

fi. 

14 


17—24 

ii. 185 

XXV. 

1,2 

ii. 

470 


14 

fi. 

14 


25, 26 

ii. 185 


8-21 

ii. 

491 


15, 16, 17 ... 

ii. 

18 


27, 28 

ii. 1^ 


22 

ii. 

552 

IV. 

1 

11. 

15 

XXVI. 

1—4 

fi. 187 


23—26 

ii. 

552 


2-7 

fi. 

18 


5—15 

ii. 187 


27, to end .. 

ii. 

62C 


8—10 

fi. 

17 


16—21 

. fi. 193 






11, to end ... 

ii. 

18 


22, 23 

ii. 200 





V. 


fi. 

19 

XXVII. 

1,2 

ii. 222 

1 CHRONICLES. 


VI. 

1—39 

ii. 



3, to end 

ii. 226 






40, to end ... 

fi. 


xxvm. 1,2,3 

ii. 245 

I. to IX. 


ii. 

778 

VII. 

1, 2, 3 

fi. 

24 


4—19 

ii. 234 

X. 

1—12 

i. 

559 


4—7 

fi. 

2C 


20—23 

ii. 241 


13, 14 

i. 

557 


8—10 

fi. 

2- 


24, 25 

ii. 242 

XI. 

1-14 

i. 

569 


11, to end ... 

fi. 

32 


26, 27 

ii. 244 


15—19 

i. 

53C 

VIII. 

1—11 

fi. 

34 

XXIX. 

1,2 

ii, 346 


20, to end .. 

i. 

561 


12—16 

fi. 

41 


3, to end 

fi. 247 

XII. 

1—7 


55 


17 

fi. 

42 

XXX XXXT. 

ii. 249 


a -18 

i. 

529 


18 

ii. 

44 

XXXII. 

1—8 

ii. 284 


19—22 

i. 

554 

IX. 

1—12 

fi. 

45 


.9—23 

ii. 298 
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Ch»p. VerM. Vol. P«e 

XXXII. 24,25,26 ... ii. 291 
27, to end ... ii. 346 

XXXni. 1—10 ii. 362 

11—20 ii. 361 

21, to end ... ii. 364 

XXXIV. 1,2 ii. 405 

3—7 ii. 365 

8—32 ii. 372 

.33 ii. 380 

XXXV. 1—19 ii. 380 

20^24 ii. 404 

25, to end ... ii. 405 

XXXVI. 1—4 ii. 406 

S ii. 438 


8 ii. 439 

9,10 ii. 443 

11 — 21 ii. 46.9 

22, 23 ii. 655 


EZRA. 


I. 1-4 ii. 

5, to end ii. 

II ii- 

III. 1--7 if. 

8, to end ii. 

IV. 1—5 ii. 

6 ii. 

7, to part of 24 ii. 

part of 24 ... ii. 

part of 24 ... ii. 

V. 1 ii- 

2 ii. 

,3, to end ii. 

VI. 1—13 ii. 

14, to end ... ii. 

VII. VIII ii. 

IX. X ii. 


NEHEMIAH. 


653 

659 

660 
66.3 
671 

673 
702 
702 

674 
681 
681 
682 

691 

692 
696 
707 
712 


1. 


. ii. 

735 

IL 

1 11 

. n. 

736 


12, to end . 

TTi. 

737 

III. IV. 

V. VI 

. ii. 

738 

VII. 

1—4 

. fi. 

745 


5, to end — 

. ii. 

745 

VIII. IX. X. XI 

. n. 

748 

XII. 

1—9 

. ii. 

758 


10—26 

. ii. 

795 


27—43 

. ii. 

744 


44, to end ., 

. ii. 

759 

xm. 

1,2,3 

. ii. 

759 


4, to end .... 

. ii. 

775 


ESTHER. 


I. ii. 704 

II. 1 to part of 15 ii. 706 

part of 15 — ^20 ii. 712 

2l to end ii. 725 

III. to X ii. 726 


JOB. 

Chap. Verse. 

I. 1—5 

6, to end 

II. 1—10 

11, to end ... 

Ill 

IV. V 

VI. VII 

VIII 

IX. X 

XI 

XII. XIII. XIV 

XV 

XVI. XVII 

XVIII 

XIX 

XX 

XXI 

XXII 

XXIII. XXIV 

XXV 

XXVI. to XXXT 

XXXII. to XXXVIL . 
XXXVIII. XXXIX.... 
XL, 1,2..., 

.3—5 

6, to end 

XLI 

XLIT. 1—6 

7, to end 


PSALMS. 


I. 

IT. 

in. 

IV. 

V. 

VI. 

VII. 

VIII. 

IX. 

X. 

XL 

XII. 

XIII. 

XIV. 

XV. 

XVI. 

XVII. 
XVIII. 

XIX. 

XX. 
XXL 
XXII. 
XXIIL 

XXIV. 

XXV. 

XXVI. 
XXVII. 
XXVIIL 

XXIX. 

XXX. 

XXXI. 
XXXII. 
XXXIII. 
XXXIV. 
XXXV. 


Chap. Verse. 

YXY VT 

Vol.P^e XXXVIL..'.*.’.'.'..'.'.'.***.*.'.'.'.’ 

i. 23 XXXVIII 

i. 24 XXXIX 

i. 25 XL 

i. 25 XLI 

i. 26 XLII 

i. 27 XLIII 

i. 29 XLTV 

i. .31 XLV 

i. 33 XLVI 

i. 35 XLVII 

i. 36 XLVIII 

i. 40 XLIX 

i. 41 L 

i. 43 LI 

i. 44 LTI 

i. 45 LIII 

i. 47 LIV 

i, 48 LV 

i. 50 LVI 

i. 52 LVII 

i. 52 LVIIT 

i. 59 LIX 

i. 67 LX 

i. 70 LXI 

i. 70 LXII 

i. 70 LXIIT 

i, 71 LXIV 

i. 72 LXV 

i. 73 LXVI 

LXVII 

LXVIII 

LXIX 

LXX 

ii. 759 LXXI 

i. 589 LXXII 

i. 616 LXXIII 

i. 625 LXIV 

i. 625 LXXV 

i. 671 LXXVI 

i. 618 LXXVII 

i. 671 LXXVIII 

i. 516 LXXIX 

ii. 632 LXXX 

i. 520 LXXXI 

i. 672 LXXXII 

ii. 633 LXXXIII 

ii. 633 LXXXI V 

ii. 633 LXXXV 

i. 5.92 LXXXVI 

i. .534 LXXXVII 

i. 640 LXXXVIII 

i. 672 LXXXIX 

i. 600 XC 

i. 601 XCI 

i. 591 XCII 

i. 673 XCIII 

i. 673 XCIV 

ii. 634 XCV 

ii. 635 XCVI 

ii. 635 XCVII 

i. 674 XCVIII 

i. 674 XCIX 

i. 646 C. 

i. 539 Cl 

i. 606 CII 

i. 607 cm 

i. 527 CIV 

i. 5.35 CV 


Vol. Page 
ii. 

ii. 627 
i. 675 
i. 676 
i. 663 
i. 664 
i. 622 

i. 623 

ii. 301 

i. 590 

ii. 134 
ii. 25 
ii. 697 
ii. 629 
ii. 630 
i. 605 

i. 532 

ii. 630 
i. 541 
i. 623 
i. 526 
i. 543 
i. 544 
i. 521 
i. 596 
i. 664 
i. 626 
i. 544 
i. 5.37 

i. 665 

ii. 672 
ii. 629 
i. 572 
i. 666 
i. 628 
i. 628 

i. 684 

ii. .303 
ii. 487 
ii. 306 
ii. 306 
ii. 626 

i. 667 

ii. 486 
ii. 625 
ii. 698 
ii. 1.31 
ii. 488 
ii. 671 
ii, 654 

i. 677 

ii. 666 

i. 146 

ii. 637 
i. 295 

i. 653 

ii. 639 
ii. 640 
ii. 489 
i. 677 

i. 581 

ii. 25 
ii. 26 
ii. 26 
ii. 27 

i. 678 

ii. 649 
i. 608 
i. 678 
i. 579 
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Chap. Verse. 

CVI 

evil 

CVIII 

CIX 

GX 

CXI 

CXII 

CXIII 

CXIV 

CXV 

CXVI 

CXVIl 

CXVIII 

CXIX 

exx 

CXXI 

eXXIT 

CXXIIT 

CXXIV 

exxv 

CXXVI 

CXXVII 

CXXVIII 

CXXIX 

exxx 

CXXXT 

CXXXll 

CXXXITl 

exxx IV 

exxxv 

CXXXVI 

CXXXVll 

exxxviii 

exxxix 

CXL 

exLi 

eXLTI 

CXLTII 

CXLIV 

exLV 

CXLVl 

eXLVlT 

CXLVITI 

exLix 

CL 


Vol. Page 

i. 582 

ii. 664 
i. 597 
i. 532 

i. 594 

ii. 667 
ii. 667 
ii. 668 
ii. 668 
ii. 133 
ii. 669 
ii. 669 

i. 593 

ii. 650 
i. 680 
i. 680 

i. 681 

ii. 640 

i. 681 

ii. 670 
ii. 654 
ii. 670 
ii. 670 
ii. 674 
ii. 624 
i. 682 
i. 575 

i, 682 

ii. 671 
ii. 27 
ii, 28 
ii. 624 
ii. 693 
i. 565 
i. 535 
i. 541 
i. 528 
i. 626 
i. 627 

i. 654 

ii. 699 
ii. 699 
ii. 700 
ii. 701 
ii. 701 


PROVERBS. 


I. to IX ii. 46 

X. to XXI ii. .58 

XXII. 1—16 ii. 73 

17, to end ... ii. 74 

XXIII. XXIV ii. 75 

XXV. toXXTX ii. 78 

XXX. XXXI ii. 84 


ECCLESIASTES. 

1. to XII ii. 89 

SONG OF SOLOMON. 

I. to VIII ii. 35 


ISAIAH. 


1. 1 ii. 194 

VOL. II. 


Chap. Verse. Vol. Page 

I. 2, to end ii. 237 

II. toV ii. 195 

VI ii. 194 

VII.VIII. IX ii. 227 

X. 1—4 ii. 232 

5, to end ii. 269 

XL XII. XIII ii. 272 

XIV. 1—28 ii. 275 

28, to end ... ii. 244 

XV. XVI ii. 252 

XVII ii. 233 

XVIII. XIX ii. 260 

XX ii. 285 

XXI ii. 283 

XXIL 1—14 ii. 282 

15, to end ... ii. 360 

XXIII ii. 268 

XXTV. to XXVII ii. 277 

XXVIIT ii. 239 

XXIX. XXX. XXXI. ii. 286 

XXXIT. to XXXV. ... ii. 292 

XXXVI. XXXVIl. ... ii. .346 

XXXVIII. 1—8 ii. .348 

9—20 ii. 297 

21,22 ii. 349 

XXXIX ii. 349 

XL. XL! ii. 307 

XLII. XLIII ii. 312 

XLIV. XLV ii. 316 

XLVl. XLVIl ii. 319 

XLVTII ii. 321 

XLIX ii. 323 

L. LI ii. 325 

LII. 1—12 ii. 327 

13, to end ... ii. 328 

LIII ii. 329 

LIV ii. .330 

LV ii. .3.31 

LVl. 1—8 ii. 332 

9, to end ii. 332 

LVII. LVlIl ii. 333 

LIX. 1—15 ii. .3,35 

16, to end ... ii. .336 

LX. toLXVI ii. .337 


JEREMIAH. 

LII ii. 365 

III. 1—5 ii. 372 

6, to end ii. 381 

IV. V.VI ii. .383 

VII. to X ii. 3.93 

XL XII ii. 401 

XIII. to XIX ii. 407 

XX ii. 419 

XXI ii. 481 

XXII. 1—2.3 ii. 420 

24, to end ... ii. 440 

XXIII ii. 440 

XXIV ii. 444 

XXV ii. 426 

XXVT ii. 422 

XXVII. XXVIII ii. 453 

XXIX. 1—14 ii. 445 

15 ii. 446 

16—20 ii. 446 

21, to end ... ii. 447 

XXX. XXXI ii. 447 

XXXII. XXXIII ii. 472 


Chap. Verse. Vol. Page 

XXXIV. 1—10 ii. 471 

11, to end ... ii. 479 

XXXV ii. 425 

XXXVI. 1—8 ii. 429 

9, to end ii. 435 

XXXVIl. 1—4 ii. 470 

5 ii. 477 

6 — 10 ii. 478 

11, to end ... ii. 480 

XXXVIII ii. 482 

XXXIX. 1 ii. 470 

2 ii. 491 

3 ii. 484 

4—9 ii. 491 

10 ii. 486 

11—14 ii. 485 

15, to end ... ii. 484 

XL. 1—12 ii. 552 

I. 3, to end ... ii. 554 

XLl. 1—10 ii. 554 

II, to end ... ii. 555 

XLII ii. .555 

XLl a. 1—7 ii. 557 

8, to end ii. .557 

XLIV ii. .5.59 

XLV ii. 430 

XLVL 1—12 ii. 424 

13, to end ... ii. 558 

XLVlI ii. 477 

XLVIII.XLIX ii. 4.56 

L. LI ii. 462 

LII. 1,2,3 ii. 444 

4 ii. 491 

.5, 6 ii. 484 

7 — 11 ii. 484 

12, 13, 14 ... ii. 485 

15, 16 ii. 486 

17—2.3 ii. 485 

24—27 ii. 485 

28,2.9,30 ... ii. .562 

31, to end ... ii. 620 


LAMENTATIONS. 

I. toV ii. 492 


EZEKIEL. 

I. ir ii. 503 

III. 1—21 ii. .507 

22, to end ... ii. 508 

IV. to VII ii. 508 

VIII. IX. X ii. .514 

XL 1—21 ii. 518 

22, to end ... ii. 520 

XII. to XIX ii. 521 

XX. to XXIII ii. 534 

XXIV ii. 545 

XXV. to XXVIII ii. 564 

XXIX. 1—16 ii. .547 

17, to end ... ii. 604 

XXX. 1—19 ii. 605 

20, to end .. ii. 550 

XXXI ii. 550 

XXXII. 1—16 ii. 571 

17, to end ... ii. 572 

XXXm. 1—20 ii. 573 

21, to end ... i. .562 

3 G 
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Chap. Verse. Vol. Page 

XXXIV. to XXXVII. ii. 675 
XXXVIII. XXXIX.... ii. 583 
XL.toXLVIII ii. 587 


DANIEL. 

I. 1—7 ii. 431 

8, to end ii. 502 

II ii. 607 

III ii. 615 

IV. 1—27 ii. 617 

28, to end ... ii. 619 

V. ii. 641 

VI ii. 651 

VII ii. 621 

VIII ii. 645 

IX ii. 647 

X. XI. XII ii. 675 


HOSEA. 


AMOS. 

Chau. Verse. 

I. to VI 

VII. 1—9 

10, to end ... 

VIII. IX 


OBADIAH ... 


JONAH. 


I. to IV. 


MICAII. 


I. II. 

111. to VII. 


Vol. Page 
ii. 205 
ii. 212 
ii. 216 
ii. 217 


ii. 235 


ii. 212 


ii. 222 
ii. 254 


I. II. Ill 

IV 

V. VI 

VII. to XIV. 


JOEL. 
I. II. Ill 


ii- 201 NAHUM, 

ii. 219 

!!• I. II. Ill ii. 265 


HABAKKUK. 

ii. 188 I. II. Ill ii. 389 


ZEPHANIAH. 

Chap. Verse. Vol. F 

I. II. Ill ii. 


HAGGAI. 


I. 1—11 ii. 

12, to end ... ii. 

II. 1—9 ii. 

10, to end ... ii. 


ZECHARIAH. 


I. 1—6 ii. 

7, to end ii. 

II. to VI ii. 

VII. VIII ii. 

IX. to XIV ii. 


MALACHI. 

I. II ii. 

III. 1—15 ii. 

16, to end ... ii. 
IV ii. 


END OF THE SECOND INDEX. 



INDEX THE THIRD, 


IN WHAT PART OF THE ARRANGEMENT ANY PSALM MAY BE FOUND; ALSO, 
THE PROBABLE OCCASION ON WHICH IT WAS COMPOSED, WITH 
THE AUTHORITY FOR ITS INSERTION. 


Psalms. 

Probable Occasion on which each Psalm was 

Date 

Authority for its Place in the 

Vol.Pa. 

composed. 

A.C. 

Arrangement. 

i. 

f Written by Ezra, as a preface to the \ 
\ book of Psalms / 

444 

Calmet, Horne, Dr. Gray 

H. 759 


r On the delivery of the promise by Na-^ 



I. 589 

ii. 

than to David — a prophecy of CiirisPs v 
(, kinirdom } 

1044 

Dr. Hales, Arabic title 


iii. 

On David’s flight from Absalom 

1028 

Lightfoot, Hebrew title 

I. 610 

iv. 

During the flight from Absalom 

1023 

Ligiitfoot, Calmet, Bp. Patrick.. 

I. 625 



10*^ 8 

I. 625 

vi. 

Inserted towards the end of David’s life 

101.5 

Occasion and date unknown 

I. 671 

vii. 

On the reproaches of Shimei 

1023 

Internal Evidence, Hebrew titk 

I. 618 

viii. 

Inserted towards the end of David’s life 

101.5 

Occasion and date unknown 

I. 671 

ix. 

On tlie victory over Goliath 

10()‘3 

Lightfoot, Chaldee paraphrase.. 

1. 516 

X. 

During the Babylonish captivitv 

530 

Calmet, Horne, Dr. Gray 

H. 632 

xi 

f When David w'as advised to flee to the) 

1002 

Edwards, Calmet, Green 

I. 520 

1 mountains J 



xii. 

Inserted towards the end of David’s life 

1015 

Occasion and date unknown 

I. 672 

xiii. 

During the Babvlonish captivity 

530 

Calmet, Horne, Dr. Gray 

H. 633 

xiv. 

During the Babylonish captivity 

530 

Calmet, Horne, Dr. Gray 

Calmet, Horne, Dr. Gray 

II. 633 

XV. 

During the Babylonish captivity 

530 

II. 633 

xvi. 

/ On the delivery of the promise by Na- 1 

I than to David / 

1044 

Dr. Hales 

I. 592 

xvii. 

On the murder of the priests by Doeg 

lOG’O 

Inferred from Calmet and Horne 

I. 534 

xviii. 

On the conclusion of David’s wars 

1019 

f 2 Sam. xxii. 1. Hebrew title, ) 

1 Dr. Wells J 

I. 640 

xix. 

Inserted towards the end of David’s life 

1015 

Occasion and date iinknowm 

I. 672 

XX. 

On the war with the Ammonites and Syrians 

' 1030 

Calmet 

L 600 

xxi. 

On the war with the Ammonites and Syrians 

1030 

Calmet 

' I. 601 

xxii. 

( On the delivery of the promise by Na- ) 

1044 

Dr. Hales 

I. 591 1 

1 than to David / 



1 

xxiii. 

Inserted towards the end of David’s life 

1015 

Occasion and date unknowm 

I. 673 

xxiv. 

Inserted towards the end of David’s life 

1015 

Occa.sion and date unknown 

I. 673 

XXV. 

During the Babylonish captivity 

During the Babylonish captivity 

539 

Calmet, Horne, Dr. (tray 

IL 634 

xxvi. 

539 

Culrnet, Horne, Dr. Gray 

Calmet, Horne, Dr. Gray 

Occasion and date unknown 

II. 635 

xxvi). 

During the Babylonish captivity 

539 

II, 635 

xxviii. 

Inserted towards the end of David’s life 

1015 

I. 674 

xxix. 

Inserted towards the end of David’s life 

1015 

Occasion and date unknown 

1. 674 

XXX. 

f On the dedication of the threshing-floor \ 

\ of Araunah J 

1017 < 

Calmet 

I. 646 

xxxi. 

On David’s persecution by Saul 

On the pardon of David’s adultery 

1000 ' 

Green, Calmet 

I. 639 

xxxii. 

10.34 

Dr. Hales, Calmet, Rosenmiiller 

I. 606 

xxxiii. 

On the pardon of David’s adultery 

On David’s leaving the city of Gath 

1034 

Dr. Hales, Calmet 

1. 607 

xxxiv. 

1060 

Lightfoot, Hebrew title 

I. 527 



8-20 
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XXXV. 

XXX vi. 

xxxvii. 

xxxviii. 

xxxix. 

xl. 

xli. 

xlii. 

xliii. 

xliv. 

xlv. 

xlvi. 

xlvii. 

xlviii. 

xlix. 

1 . 

li. 

lii. 

liii. 

liv. 

Iv. 

Ivi. 

Ivii. 

Iviii. 

lix. 

lx. 

Ixi. 

Ixii. 

Ixiii. 

Ixiv. 

Ixv. 

Ixvi. 

Ixvii. 

Ixviii. 

Ixix. 

Ixx. 

Ixxi. 

Ixxii. 
Ixxiii. 
Ixxiv. 
lx XV. 

Ixxvi. 

Ixxvii. 

Ixxviii. 

Ixxix. 

Ixxx. 

Ixxxi. 

Ixxxii. 

Ixxxiii. 

Ixxxiv. 

Ixxxv. 

Ixxxvi. 

Ixxxvii. 

Ixxxviii. 

Ixxxix. 

xc. 

xci, 

xcii. 

xciii. 

xcir. 


Probable Occasion on which each Psalm was 
composed. 


On David’s persecution by Doeg 

During the Babylonish captivity 

During the Babylonish captivity 

Inserted towards the end of David’s life 

Inserted towards the end of David’s life 

Inserted towards the end of David’s life 

Inserted towards the end of David’s life 

( On David’s resting by the river Jordan ) 

X in bis flight from Absalom / 

f On David’s resting by the river Jordan) 

X in bis flight from Absalom I 

On the blasphemous message of Rabshakeh 
f On the delivery of the promise by Na- ) 

X than to David f 

On the victory of Jchosbapiiat 

On the removal of the ark into the temple . 

On the dedication of the second temple 

During the Babylonish captivity 

During the Babylonish captivity... 

(hmfession of David after his adultery 

On David’s persecution by Doeg 

During the tlahylonish captivity 

On the treachery of the Zipiiim to Daivid... 

During the flight from Absalom 

Wlien David was with the IMiilistinesinOath 
On David's refusal to kill Saul in the cave . 

C'Ontiuuation of Psalm Ivii 

r On the soldiers of Saul surrounding tlie ) 

( town of Daivid j 

<.)n the conquest of Edom by Joab 

Inserted towards the end of ilaivid’s life 

In Daivid’s persecution by Absalom 

Praiyer of T)avid in the wilderness of Engedi 

On David’s jaersecution by Saiul 

Inserted towards the end of David's life 


On laying the foundation of the second temple 

During the Baibylonish captivity 

On tlae first removal of the ark 

Inserted towards the end of David’s life 

On Absalom’s Rebellion 

On Absalom’s Rebellion 


On Solomon being made king by bis father. 

On the destruction of Sennacberib 

On the destruction of the city and temple... 

On the destruction of Sennaicherib 

On the destruction of Sennaicherib 

During the Babylonish captivity 

Inserted towairds the end of David’s life 

On the destruction of the city and temple... 

During the Babylonish captivity 

On the dedication of the second temple 

On the appointment of Judges by Jehoshaphat 
On the desolation caused by the Assyrians... 
On laying the foundation of the secoml temple 
f On the decree of Cyrus for the restora- ) 

X tion of the Jews j 

Inserted towards the end of David's life...... 

On the return from the Babylonish captivity 

During the affliction in P^ypt 

During the Babylonish captivity 

On the shortening of man's life, &c 

After the advice of David to Solomon 

During the Babylonish captivity 

During the Babylonish captivity 

On the destruction of the city and temple... 


Date 

A.C. 


lOfiO 

539 

539 

1015 

1015 

1015 

1015 

1023 

1023 

710 

1044 

«.0() 

1004 

515 

539 

5.39 

1034 

1(h;o 

539 

10()0 

1023 

10()0 

1058 

1058 

10()1 

1040 

1015 

1(123 

1058 

10(>0 

1015 

535 

593 

1045 
1015 
1023 

1023 

1015 

710 

588 

710 

710 

539 

1015 

588 

539 

515 

897 

588 

535 

536 

1015 

536 

1531 

539 

1489 

1015 

539 

539 

588 


Autliority for its Place in the 
Arrangement. 


Edvrards 

Calmet, Home, Dr. Giay.... 
Calinet, Horae, Dr. Gray.... 
Occasion and date unknown. 
Occasion and date unknown. 
Occiision and date unknown. 
Occasion and date unknown. 

Ligbtfoot, Dr. Wells 


Ughtfoot, Bishop Patrick.. 

Mudge 

Dr. Hales 


RosenmUller 

Dr. Wells, internal evidence ... 

I nternal Evidence 

(hilniet, Horne, Dr. Gray 

Calmet, Horae, Dr. Gray 

fieneral test, of commentators.. . 

liightfoot, Travel!, Calmet 

Calmet, Horae, Dr. Gray 

Lightfoot, Hebrew title 

Calmet 

Lightfoot, Hebrew title 

Lightfoot 

Calmet 

f Bishop Horae, Dr. Gray,) 

X Hebrew title j 

Lightfoot, Hebrew title 

Oecasion and date unknown 

C'almet, Horae 

Lightfoot 

Edwards 

Occasion and date unknown 


f Calmet. Horae, Dr. Gray,) 

t internal evidence J 

Calmet, Home, Dr. Gray 

Tiowth, Lightfoot 

Occasion and date unknown 

Dr. Wells, Calmet 

f Dr. Wells, Calmet, Home,) 
X Dr. Gnn^ / 

Dr. Hales, Travell 

Dr. Wells 

Dr. Wells, Poole 

Travell 

Green 

Calmet, Horne, Dr. Gray 

Occasion and date unknown 

Dr. Wells, (ireen 

('almet, Horae, Dr. Gray 

Internal evidence 

Internal evidence 

Psalm Ixxxiii. 8. Dr. Wall 

Internal evidence 


Psal. Ixxxv. 1, Dimock, Poole... 

Occasion and date unkno\ra 

Calmet, Horae, Dr. Gray 

Lightfoot, Internal evidence 

Calmet, Home, Dr. Gray 

Lightfoot, Horne, Dr. Gray 

Internal evidence .* 

Calmet, Homo, Dr. Gray 

Calmet, Horae, Dr. Gray 

Internal evidence 


Vol.Pa. 


I. .535 

II. 636 
II. 627 
I. 675 
I. 676 
1. 663 
I. 664 

I. 622 

L 623 

II. 301 

I. 590 

II. 134 
11. 25 
11. 697 
IT. 629 
IL (i.30 
1. 605 
1. 532 
IL 630 
I. 541 
1. 623 
1. 526 
1. 543 
1. .544 

1. 521 

1. .596 
1. 664 
1. 626 
I. 544 
1. 537 

I. 665 

II. 672 

11. 629 
1. 572 
1. 66(i 
1. 628 

I. 628 

I. 684 

II. 303 
IL 487 
IL 306 
11.306 
IL 626 

I. 667 

II. 486 
IL 625 
IL 698 
TI. 131 
II, 488 
II. 671 

II. 654 

I. 677 

H. 666 
T 146 

II. 637 

I. 295 

i. 653 

ii. 639 
ii. 640 
ii. 4a9 
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Probable Occasion on which each Psalm was 
composed. 

Date 

A.C. 

Authority for its Place in the 
Airangointnt. 

Vol.Pa. 

xcv. 

xcvi, 

xcvii. 

xcviii. 

xcix. 

c. 

ci. 

cii. 

ciii. 

civ. 

cv. 

cvi. 

cvii. 

cviii. 

fix. 

cx. 

cxi. 

cxii. 

cxiii. 

cxiv. 

cxv. 

cxvi. 

cxvii. 

cxviii. 

cxix, 

cxx. 

cxxi. 

cxxii. 

cxxiii. 

cxxiv, 

cxxv. 

cxxvi. 

cxxvii. 

cxxviii. 

cxxix. 

cxxx. 

cxxxi, 

cxxxii. 

cxxxiii. 

cxxxiv. 

cxxxv. 

cxxxvi. 

cxxxvii. 

cxxxviii, 

cxxxix. 

cxl. 

cxli. 

cxiii. 

cxliii. 

cxliv. 

cxlv. 

cxlvi. 

cxlvii. 

cxlviii. 

cxlix. 

cl. 

Inserted towards the end of David's life 

f On the removal of the ark from the ) 

\ house of Obed Edom J 

On the removal of the ark into the temple... 
On the removal of the aik into the tem]do... 
On tlie removal of the ai*k into the temple... 
On the removal of the ark into the temple... 

Inserted towards the end of David's life 

f On the near termination of the Baby- 1 

1 lonish captivity j 

On the pardon of David’s adultery 

Inserted tow'ards the end of David’s life 

( On the removal of the ark from the 1 

1 house of Ohed Edom ) 

f On tlie removal of the ark from the) 

\ house of Ohed Edom j 

On the return from the captivity 

On the conquest of Edom by Joah 

On David’s persecution bv Doeg 

On the promise by Nathan to David 

On the return from the captivity 

On the retuni from the captivity 

On the return from the captivity 

On the return from the captivity 

On the victory of Jchoshujihat 

On the return from tlie ca}jtivitv 

On tlie return from tlie captivity 

On the promise by Nathan to David 

Manual of Devotion hv Ezra 

Inserted towards tlie end of David’s life 

Inserted towards the end of David’s life 

Inserted towards the end of David’s life 

Durinc; the Babylonish captivity 

Irrserted towards the end of David’s life 

On tlie return from the oujitivity 

f On the decree of C’yrus for tlie restoru- ) 

1 tion of the Jew's ) 

()n the return from tlie captivity 

On the return from the captivity 

f On the ojqiosition of the Sam ari tains to) 

( the rebuilding of the temjde j 

Dunrig the Babylonish cajitivity 

Inserted towards the end of David’s life 

On the second removal of the ark 

Inserted towards the end of David’s life 

On the return from the cajitivitv 

On tlie removal of the ark into the temple... 

On the removal of the ark into the temple... 

Dtiiing the Babylonish captivity 

On the rebuilding of tiic temple 

f Prayer of David when made king over) 

1 all Israel / 

On David’s persecution Doeg 

Prayer of David when dnven from Judea... 

Praver of David in the cave of Adullam 

During the war with Absalom 

On the victory over Absalom 

David, when old, reviews his past life 

On the dedication of the second temple 

On the dedication of the second temple 

On the dedication of the second temple 

On the dedication of the second temple 

On the dedication of the second temple 

1015 

1051 

1004 

1004 

1004 

1004 

1015 

538 

1034 

1015 

1051 

1051 

53() 

1040 

10()0 

1044 

538 

538 

538 

.53(1 

8.08 

53() 

538 
1044 

444 

1015 

1015 

1015 

539 
1015 

53() 

538 

538 

538 

535 

53.9 
1015 
1051 
1015 

53(i 

1004 

1004 

53.9 

51.9 

1048 

1080 

1055 

1080 

1023 

1023 

1015 

515 

515 

515 

515 

515 

Occasion and date unknown 

Lightfoot 

Intomal evidence 

Internal evidence 

Internal evidence 

Internal evidence 

Occasion and date unknown 

Psalm cii. 13. Mudge 

Dr. Hales 

Occasion and date unknown 

1 Ohron. xvi. 7. Lightfoot 

Lightfoot 

Calmet, Horne, Dr. (tray 

Lightfoot 

Archdeacon Raiidoliih 

Dr. Hales 

Calmet, Horne, Dr. Cray 

CJalmet, Horne, Dr. Cray 

Calmet, Horne, Dr, (irav 

Calmet, Horne, Dr. CriiV 

Dr. Wells 

C’alniet, Home, Dr. C»ray 

Calmet, Horne, Dr. Cray 

Dr. Hales 

Internal ovidenee 

Occasion and date unknow n 

Occasion and date uriknow n 

Occasion and date unknown 

Calmet, Horne, Dr. (»my 

Occasion and date unknown 

Calmet, Horne 

Bishop Horne, Truvell, Wells... 

Calmet, Horne, Dr, Cray 

Calmet, Horne, Dr. Cray 

Dimock 

Calmet, Horne, Dr. Cray 

Occasion and date unknown 

Lightfoot.. 

Occasion and date unknown 

Calmet, Home, Dr. Cray 

f Always used in the Temple) 

t service / 

J Always used in the Temple ) 

t service j 

Calmet, Home, Dr. Cray 

Creek version 

Internal evidence 

Dr. Hammond 

Creen, Bishop Horne 

Lightfoot, Tnivell, Hebrew title 

Dr. Wells, Calmet 

Calmet, Horae 

Internal evidence 

Pridcaux 

Prideaux 

Prideanx 

f Similarity of plan with that of | 
i thothree preceding i^salms j 
( Similarity of plan with the ) 
four last Psalms J 

i. 877 

i. 581 

ii. 25 
ii. 28 
ii. 28 
ii. 27 

i. 878 

ii. 849 

i. 808 
i. 878 

i. 579 

i. 5112 

ii. 864 
i. 5.97 
i. 532 

i. 594 

ii. 887 
ii. 887 
ii. 888 
ii. 888 
ii. 133 
ii. 889 
ii. 889 

i. 593 

ii. 783 
i. 880 
i. 880 

i. 881 

ii. 840 

i. 881 

ii. 870 

ii. 654 

ii. 870 
ii. 870 

ii. 674 

ii. 624 
i. 682 
i. 575 

i. 682 

ii. 671 

ii. 27 

ii. 28 

ii. 624 
ii. 893 

i. 585 

i. 535 
i. 541 
i. 528 
i. 828 
i. 827 

i. 854 

ii. 899 
ii. 8.99 
ii. 700 

ii. 701 

ii. 701 




INDEX THE FOURTH, 

SHEWING 

IN WHAT PART OF THE ARRANGEMENT ANY PROPHECY MAY BE FOUND; 
ALSO, THE PROBABLE OCCASION ON WHICH IT WAS WRITTEN, 

WITH THE AUTHORITY FOR ITS INSERTION. 


Probable Occasion, or Period, in which the Date Authority for its Place in the 
Prophecy was written. A.C. Arrangement. 


i. 1. General preface to the prophecies of Isaiah 

o f On the desolate state of Judea on ) 

\ Pekali’s invasion J 

ii iii iv v vi -f of Isaiah to tlie proj)l»eti(j | 

( otiicc J 

vii. viii. ix. I f On tlie invasion of Judea by Rezin ) 
X. 1 — 4. j \ and Pekah J 

vi 'vil^Vif \ ^ invasion of Palestine by) 


5. to end. I i 
xi. xii. xiii. > 
xiv. 1-28. j 

28. to end. 


the army of Sennacherib . 


{ On the death of Ahaz, and the acces- ) 

sion of Hezekiah / 

I On tlie ajmroaching invasion of Moab\ 

t by Shalmaneser j 

f Against Damascus on tlie invasion of) 

\ Rezin / 

f On the approaching captivity of the I 
I ten tribes, and against Egypt j 

On the capture of Ashdod 


1 Internal evidence 

J f Rishop Newton, Taylor, ) 

I internal evidence ... j 
> f Lowth, Lightfoot, Bp. ) 

* { Horsle,-. 

, j Isa. vii. 1, comp. 2Kings) 

^ t. xvi. 5 I 

. J BishopHorsley, internal J 
'* I evidence j 

^ f Bishop Horsley, Lowth, 

^ \ Pridcaux j 

) Archbishop Usher, Lowtli .. 


xxii. 1 — 14. 


xiv. XXV, \ 
xvi. xxvii. j 


( On the appearance of the Medes and) 
I Persians in Sennacherib’s army ... j 
f On the expected appearance of Sen- ) 

I nacherib’s army j 

On the luxury and pride of Shebna 

f On tlie exultation of the Tyrians,) 

I after the retreat of Shalmaneser ... J 
On the desolation by Sennacherib's army . 
f To the ten tribes, after the destriic- ) 

I tion of Damascus J 


Lowth, Prideaux 

f Bishop Horsley, Isa. ) 

I xviii. comp. xix. ... / 
r Isa. XX. 1. comp. 2 Kings) i 
xviii. 18. Prideaux, V 
Bishop Lowth J 

Internal evidence 

f Isa. xxii. 1. & 9. comp.) 

I 2 Chron. xxxii. 5. ... j 
Internal evidence 


I XXIX. xxx.xxxi. On Hezekiah’s alliance with Egypt 


xii. xxxiii. ) ^ u , • i , 

xiv. XXXV j Hezekiah b recovery 


Lightfoot, Bishop Lowth ... 
(■ Bishop Lowth, Taylor, ) 

\ Liglitfoot I 

f Bishop Lowth, Isa. xx.) 
J 6. comp. XXX. 2 — 8. >- 

( & xxxi. 1 J 

f Isaiah xxxii. 1. comp.Y 
J 1 Kings XX. 7. Bp. f 
] Lowth, Lightfoot, t 
V Bp. Horsley J 


I xxxvi, xxxvn. 
xxxviii. 1 — 8. 


History of Sennacherib’s invasion , 
History of Hezekiah’s sickness .... 


Isa. xxxvi. 37. ... 
Isa. xxxviii. 1—9. 
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9—20. 

21 , 22 . 

xxxix. 
xl. xli. to end' 
of 
of 

Pro pi » 
Jeremiah 
i. ii. \ 

iii. 1—5. i 

6 to end. \ 

iv. V. vi. j 

vii, viii. ix, x. 


IX. 

tli. to end'i 
' the book F 
li^niali’s r 
ropliecies ) 


tiii. xiv. XV. "j 
cvi.xvii.xviii. > 

dx. } 


xxi. 

xxii. 1--23. 

24 to end. 

xxiii, 

x.xiv. 

XXV. 

xxvi. 

XXV ii. XX viii. 
xxix. 

XXX. xxxi. 
xxxii. xxxiii, 

xxxiv. 1 — 10. 

1 1. to end. 

XXXV. 

xxxvi. 1 — 0. 

9. to end. 
XXX vii. 1 — 4. 

5. 

6 — 10 . 
11. to end 


xxxix. 1 . 
9 


3. 

4—9. 

10 . 

11—14. 

15. to end. 


Probable Occasion, or Period, in which the 
Prophecy was written. 

Hezekiah’s thanksgiving on his recovery . 

Recovery (»f Hezekiah 

Vibit of Merodach Haladau 

^Written in the hitter years of the'V 
J reign of Hezekiah, while tlie king- f 
1 dftin enjoyed peaeeafler thrdicbtrne- C 
^ tioii of Sennacherib's army J 

r On the designation of Jeremiah to 4 

\ the prophetic office / 

f On the backsliding after the reforma- "I 

t tion by Josiah / 

On the near approach of the captivity ... 
J To remind the people of Josiah's’l 
( covenant j 

Appeals to the people before their captivity 

On Jeremiah's imprisonment by Pashur . 
f Jeremiah repeats his predictions to) 

X Zcdekiali j 

f On the approaching fate of Shallnml 

X and Jehoiakim j 

( On the approaching captivity of Je- } 

I hoiacliin / 

f On the overthrow of the temporal \ 

t kingdom of the Jews j 

On Jchoiachin being carried to Babylon . 
f On the immediate approach of Nebu- \ 

( cliadnezzar’s army j 

Apprehension of Jeremiah 

f On the approaching ruin of Zedekiah 
f and of the surrounding nations ... j 

J Letter from J eremiah to the captives \ 

( at Babylon J 

Prediction of the restoration of the Jews, 
f Imprisonment of Jeremiah, and pur- \ 
( chase of the field of 11 an an eel ... j 
f On tlic commencement of the siege ) 

\ of .Jerusalem j 

f On the ri'call of the Hebrew slaves \ 

X to their former servitude / 

(On the Ucchahites taking refuge in'! 
X Jerusalem j 

First reading of the roll by Baruch 

Second reading of the roll by Baruch ... 

Zedcki.ah scuds for Jeremiah 

f Part of the narrative of the siege of 4 

X Jeinsaleni J 

f Prediction of the return of Pharaoh's \ 

t army j 

f Jeremiah attempts to escape from Je- '1 

X rusalem j 

f Jeremiah is committed to the dun-'J 

X geon of Malchiah / 

Commencement of the siege of Jerusalem 

Capture of Jerusalem 

f l^art of the history of the capture \ 

X of Jerusalem j 

P'light of Zedekiah 

f Account of those who were left in I 

t. Judea by Nebuzaradan j 

f Jeremiah committed to the care of\ 

t Nebuzaradan j 

The nromise to Ebedmelcch 


Date 

AC 

713 

713 

713 

710 

to 

699 


629 

612 

612 

610 

609 

()09 1 

588 

G09 

599 

599 

599 

606 

608 

595 

597 

597 

589 

590 

589 
606 
606 

605 

590 
589 

589 
588 

588 

590 
588 

588 

588 

588 

588 

588 


Authority for Its Place in the 
Arrangement. 

Isa. XXX viii. .9 — 21 

Isa. xxxviii. 21, 22 

Isa. xxxix 

Bishop Lowth, Lightfoot ... 


Jer. i. 2. Dr. Blayney ... | 

/ Dr. Blayney, internal f 

X evidence ^ 

Dr, Blayney 

Dr. Blayney, Lightfoot 

Dr. Blayney, Lightfoot 

Jer. XX. 3 

Prideaiix, internal evidence 

Dr. Hales, Home 

Prideaux, Hales, Lightfoot . 

Dr. Hales 

f Dr. Blayney, Prideaux, ) 

t. Jer. xxiv. 1 j 

Jer. XXV. 1, Dr. Blayney ... 
f Jer. xxvi. 1. Dr. Blay- \ 
X ney,Lightfoot,Tavlor j 
Dr. Blayney, Bishop Lowth 

Jer. xxix. 1, 2, 3 

Dr. Blarney, f jghtfoot 

Jer. xxxii. 1. Dr. Blayney. 

Jer. xxxiv. 6, 7 

Internal evidence 

f Dr. Blarney, Taylor, \ 

X Jer.xxxv.il j 

f Prideaux, Lightfoot, 

I Taylor, Jer. xxxvi. 1. j 
f Archbp. Usher, Calmet, "I 
X Prideaux, Lightfoot . j 
Internal evidence 

Jer. XXX vii. 5 

Jer. xxxvii. 6 — 11 

Jer. xxxvii. 11, 12 

Jer. xxxviii 

Jer. xxxix. 1 

Jer. xxxix. 2 

Jer. xxxix. 3 

Jer. xxxix. 4 — 10 

Jer. xxxix. 10 

Jer. xxxix. 11 — 15 

Jer. xxxix. 15 


Vol.Pa. 


ii. 297 
ii. 3-19 
ii. 349 

ii. 307 

ii. 365 
ii. 372 
ii. 381 
ii. 383 
ii. 393 

ii. 401 

ii. 407 

ii. 419 
ii. 481 

ii. 420 
ii. 440 

ii. 440 j 
ii. 444 
ii. 426 
ii. 422 
ii. 453 

ii. 445 
ii. 447 
ii. 472 

ii. 471 
ii. 479 
ii. 425 
ii. 429 

ii. 435 
ii. 470 
ii. 477 

ii, 478 
ii. 480 

ii. 482 

ii. 570 
ii. 491 

ii. 484 
ii. 491 
ii. 486 

ii. 485 
ii. 484 
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xl. 1—12. 

13. to end. \ 
xli. 1-10. / 

11. to end. 

xlii. 

xliii. 1—7. ^ 

0. to end. 

xli 7. 
xlv. 

xlvi. 1—12. 

13. to end. 

xlvii. 

xlviii. xlix. 

1. li. 

lii. 1, 2, 3. 

4. 

5,6. 

7-11. 

12, 13, 14. 
15, 16. 
17—23. 
24—27. 

28, 29, 30. 

31 to end. 

Lamentations 

Ezekiel 

i. ii. iii. 1 
1 — 21 . 

22. to end. 
iv. V. vi. vii 



17. to end. \ 
XXX. 1 — 19. J 
20. to end. ) 
xxxi. j 

xxxii. 1 — 16. 1 
17. to end. J 
xxxiii. 1 — ^20. 

21. to end. 
XXxiv. XXXV. ) 
xxxvi. xxxvii. J 
xxxviii. xxxix. 


Probable Occasion, or Period, in which the 
Prophecy was written. 


{ Conduct of Jeremiah after his cap-) 

ture by Nebuzaradan J 

Conspiracy of Ishmael against Gedaliah... 
f Jonanan rescues the captives from ) 

\ Ishmael J 

Jeremiah reproves Johanan 

On the arrival of Jeremiah in Egypt ...... 

Predictions of Jeremiah at Tahpanhes ... 

Address to Baruch on reading the roll ... 
f On the defeat of Pharaoh Necho at 1 

t Carchemish j 

On the arrival of Jeremiah in Egypt i 

Before the conquest of Gaza by Pharaoh . 
/ On the ruin of the surrounding na- \ 
1 tions by Nebuchadnezzar j 

On Seraiah’s going to Babylon 


Part of the life of Zedekiah 

f Nebuchadnezzar commences the siege ) 

X of Jerusalem J 

(Part of the history of the siege of) 

X Jerusalem j 

f Part of the history of the siege of ) 

X Jerusalem ) 

Burning of the temple of Jerusalem 

f Account of those who were left in ) 

t Judea by Nebuchadnezzar / 

Account of the Jewish spoils 

f Murder of the chief piicst after the ) 

( capture of Jerusalem J 

Recapitulation of the captivities 

Release of Jehoiachin 


Jeremiah laments the desolation of J udea 


Commission of Ezekiel 


Prediction of the destruction of Jerusalem 

f On the idolatries which occasioned) 
X the Babylonish captivity j 

( On the approaching ruin of Zedekiah, ) 
I and the surrounding nations j 

/ On Ezekiel’s being consulted by the ) 

X Jewisli elders / 

f On the commencement of the siege ) 
X of Jerusalem / 

On hearing of the capture of the city ... 

f On Pharaoh’s retreat before Nebu- ) 

X chadiiozzar J 

f After the siege of Tyre — Final pre- ) 

X diction against Egypt j 

f On Pharaoh’s retreat before Nebu- ) 

I chadnezzar J 

! f On hearing of the fall of Jerusalem — \ 

X Against Egypt j 

To the captives iu Babylon 

On hearing of the fall of Jerusalem 

f Appeal to the heads of the Jewish ) 

( nation after the fall of Jerusalem . ) 
Prophecy of Gotr and Magog 


Date 

A.C. 


588 

588 
581 
587 

587 

587 

606 

606 

587 

589 

595 

595 

5.99 

588 

588 

588 

588 

588 

588 

588 

587 
561 

588 


595 

595 

594 

594 

593 

591 

587 
589 
572 

588 

587 

507 

587 

587 

5871 


Authority for its Place in the 
Arrangement. 


Jer. xl. 1 — 12, 
Jer. xl. 13 


Jer. xli. 11 

Jer. xlii | 

Jer. xliii. 8 

Jer. xliv. 1 

( Jer. xlv.l. Dr.Blayney, ) 
X Lightfoot, Taylor . . . / 
Dr. Blayney, Jer. xlvi. 3..., 

Jer. xlvi. 14. comp, xliii. 7. 

Internal evidence 

f Apparent connection ) 

t with Jer. xxviii j 

f Dr. Blayney, Lightfoot, ) 

X Taylor j 

Jer. lii. 1, 2, 3 


Jer. lii. 4 


Jer. lii. 5, 6 

Jer. lii. 7—11 

Jer. lii. 12, 13, 14 

Jer. lii. 15, 16 

Jer. lii. 17 — ^23 

Jer. lii. 24—27 

Jer. lii. 28, 29, 30... 
Jer. lii. 31, to end... 


Internal evidence . 


/ Ezek, i, 1,2. Abp. New- 
\ come 

Internal evidence 


TEzek. viii. 1. 5. Pri- i 
< deaux. Archbishop > 
Newcome } 

Archbishop Newcome ... j 

f Abp. Newcome, Ezek. 1 
X XX. 1 J 

Ezek. xxiv. 1 


Archbishop Newcome 

Ezek. xxix. 1 

Ezek. xxix. 17, 18 

Ezek. XXX. 20. & xxxi. 1. 1 
Ezek. xxxii. 1. 17 | 


Internal evidence 
Ezek. xxxiii. 21 

Internal evidence 

Order of the chanters 


Vol.Pa. 


ii. 552 
ii. 554 

ii. 555 
ii. 555 
ii. 557 
ii. 557 
ii. 559 

ii. 430 
ii. 424 

ii. 558 
ii. 477 

ii. 456 

ii. 462 
ii. 444 
ii. 491 

ii. 484 

ii. 484 
ii. 485 
ii. 486 
ii. 588 
ii. 685 

ii. 562 
ii. 620 

ii. 492 


ii. 503 
ii. 507 
ii. 508 
ii. 508 

ii. 514 

ii. 518 
ii. 520 
ii. 521 

ii. 534 

ii. 545 

ii. 564 

ii, 547 

ii. 604 
ii. 605 
ii. 550 
ii. 550 
ii. 571 
ii. 572 
ii. 573 
ii. 562 

ii. 575 
ii. 583 i 
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Prophecy. 

Probable Occasion, or Period, in which the 
Prophecy was written. 

Date 

A.C. 

Authority for its Place in the 
Arrangement. 

Vol.Pa. 

xl. xli. xlii. ^ 
xliii.xliv.xlv. f 
xlvi. xlvii. r 

xlviii. J 

Vision of the future spiritual temple 

574 

Ezek. xl. 1 

ii.587 

Daniel 



% 





fPrideaux, Daniel i. 12.1 


i. 1-7. 

Capture of Daniel by Nebuchadnezzar ... 

606 

■< comp.2Chron.xxxvi. V 

1 7 j 

ii. 431 

8 to end. 

Condition of Daniel at Babylon 

606 

Dan. i. 8 

ii. 502 

ii. 

Nebuchadnezzar's first dream 

570 

Dan. ii, 1, &c 

ii. 607 

iii. 

The golden image set up 

570 

Dan, iii. 

li. 615 

iv. 1—27. 


569 

Dan. iv. 1 — 27 

ii. 617 

28. to end. 





V. 

Belshazzar’s feast 

539 

Dan. V 

ii. 641 

vi. 


537 

Dan. vi 


vii. 


541 

Dan. vii. 1 

ii. 621 

viii. 

Daniel’s vision of the ram and tlie he-goat 

539 

Dan. viii 


ix. 

538 

Dan. ix. 1 

ii. 647 

X. xi. xii. 

f On the interruption to the building of \ 

\ the second temple j 

534 

Dan. x. 1 

ii. 675 

Hosea 

i. ii. iii. 

fin the distress of Israel in the reign \ 
t of Jeroboam the second j 

801 

fDr. Wells, Dr. Gray,l 
-J Blair, Lightfoot,Tay- ?- 
1 lor j 

ii. 201 


rOn the state of the country during 1 



iv. 

-< the interregnum, after the death of V 
(, Jeroboam the second ) 

776 


ii. 219 


V. vi. 

On Ahaz’s alliance with Tiglath Pileser.. 
On the revolt of Hoshea from Assyria ... 

739 


ii 242 

vii. viii. ix. x. \ 
xi. xii. xiii. J 

725 

fllosea vii. xi. xii. l.\ 

X comp. 2 Kings vii. 4. J 

ii. 350 

Joel ' 
i. ii. iii. 

On Uzziah’s increasing his army 

787 

f Internal evidence, Blair, \ 
t Lightfoot, Dr. Gray . j 

ii. 188 


Amos 

i. ii. iii. iv. v.'j 

vi. V 

vii. 1—9. ) 

In the reign of Jeroboam the second 

793 

f Aim. Usher, Dr. Hales, ) 
f Lightfoot j 

ii. 205 
ii. 212 

10. to end. 1 

f On being accused of a conspiracy \ 

784 

f Amos vii, 10. Wells,) 

ii, 216 

viii. ix. J 

\ against Jeroboam the second j 

t. Taylor, Lightfoot j 

ii. 217 

Obadiah 

Against Edom, on their assisting Pekah .. 

740 

Internal evidence, Dupin ... 

ii. 235 

Jonah 





i. ii. iii. iv. 

f Soon after the accomplishment of ,To- \ 
t. uah’s first prophc(;y, 2 Kings xiv.25. J 

787 

Archbishop Newcome, Blair 

ii. 212 

Micah 





i. ii. 

f On the continuance of idolatry in the 1 
( reign of Jotham j 

753 

Micah i. 1 . Taylor, Lightfoot 

ii.222 

iii, iv. V. vi. vii. 

f Written to support the reformation 1 
\ by Hezekiah j 

722 

f Jer. x-xvi. 18. comp. ) 

X Micah i. 6. & iii. 9... J 

ii. 254 

Nahum 





i. ii. iii. 

f Against Nineveh, immediately after \ 
\ the captivity of the ten tribes ) 

720 

Archbishop Newcome 

ii. 265 

Habakkuk 





i. ii. iii. 

f On the backsliding after the reforma- \ 
X tion by Josiah ) 

612 

Dr. G ray , W ells, Patrick . . . 

ii. 389 

Zephaniah 



f Zeph.i. 9. comm 2Kingsl 


i. ii. iii. 

To assist the reformation bv Josiah 

624 

•< xxm.5 — ll.Dr.Gray,>- 

ii, 374 




( Lightfoot i 
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Prophecy. 

Probable Occasion, or Period, in which the 
Prophecy was written. 

Haggai 

i. 1—11. 

12. to end. 1 

ii. 1—9. j 

10. to end. ^ 

f On resuming the building of the \ 

I second temple ) 

f To encourage the builders of the ) 

1 second temple j 

f Address to the builders of the second ) 

X temple J 

Zechariali 

i. 1—6. 

7. to end. 1 

ii. iii. iv. v. vi. J 
vii. viii. 

ix. X. xi. xii. 1 
xiii. xiv. J 

Exhortation to repentance 
f Address to the builders of the second \ 
t. temple j 

To the messengers from Babylon 

f Probably about the time of Ezra’s ) 
f reformation j 

Malachi 

i. ii. 1 

iii. 1—15. / 

f On the corruptions introduced after) 

\ the reformation by Nehemiah j 

16. to end. ) 
iv. i 

f After the completion of the reforma- ) 
tion by Nehemiah / 


Date 

A.C. 

Authority for its Place in the 
Arrangement. 

520 

Ezra V. 1, comp. Haggai i. 1. 

520 

Internal evidence | 

520 

Prideaux, Haggai ii. 10. ... 

520 

Zech. i. 1 

520 

Zeeh. i. 7 1 

51.9 

Zech. vii. 1, 2, 3 

457 

Internal evidence, Lightfoot 

433 

^Malachi ii. 11. comp.\ 

J Nehem. xxiii. 27. & f 

1 Mai. i. 10. with Neh. T 

V. xiii. 10, 11 J 

400 

Internal evidence 


Vol.Pa. 


ii. 681 

ii. 682 
ii. 683 

ii. 684 


ii. 684 
ii. 685 
ii. 687 

ii. 694 
ii. 716 


ii. 770 
ii. 774 

ii. 777 


END OF THE FOURTH INDEX. 
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!► 

DATE OF EVENTS ACCORDING TO DR. HALES. 


B.C. 

The creation of the world and our first parents ... 5411 

The birth of Cain, Adam’s eldest son 5311 

The birth of Abel 5310 

Cain kills his brother Abel 5210 

The birth of Seth, son of Adam and Eve ... ... ... ... ... ... 5181 

The birth of Enos, son of Seth 4976 

The birth of Cainan, son of Enos ... 4786 

The birth of Mahalalecl, son of Cainan 4616 

The birth of Jared, son of Mahalaleel ... 4451 

The birth of Enoch, son of Jared ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 4289 

The birth of Methuselah, son of Enoch ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 4124 

The birth of Laniech, son of Methuselah 3937 

The death of Adam, aged .930 years ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 4481 

The translation of Enoch, aged 365 years 3914 

The death of Seth, aged .912 years ... 4269 

The birth of Noah, son of Lamecli ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 3755 

The death of Enos, aged 905 years ... 4071 

The death of Cainan, aged 910 years ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 3877 

The death of Mahalalecl, aged 0.95 years ... 3721 

The death of Jared, aged 9(52 years 3489 

Noah warned by God of the future deluge ... 3275 

The death of Lamech, aged 777 years ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 3184 

The death of Methuselah, the longest liver of all men ... 3155 

IJic same year Noah, being 600 years old, by God’s command enters the ark. 

Noah, with his family and three sons, Shem, Ham, and Japheth, leave the ark ... 3154 

The birth of Arphaxad, son- of Shem ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 3153 

Noah plants a vineyard, Ac ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 3148 

The birth of Salah, son of Arjihaxad ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 3018 

The birth of Hebcr, son of 8alah 2888 

The birth of Peleg, son of lleber ... 2754 

The building of the Tower of Babel, the confusion of languages, and dispei'sion of nations 2614 

The beginning of the Babylonian or Assyrian monarchy, — and of the Egyptian V ... 2554 

The birth of Ecu, son of Peleg ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 2624 

The birth of Seriig, son of Reu ... 2492 

The birth of Nahor, son of Serug ' 2362 

The birth of Tcrah, son of Nahor ... ... 2283 

The death of Nimrod, suecceded by Belus ... ... ... ... ... ... 2456 

The birth of Haran, son of Terah ... 2213 

The death of Belus, succeeded by Ninus ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 3442 

The death of Noah, aged 95U years, and the beginning of postdiluvian idolatry ... 2805 

The birth of Abraham, son of Tcrah ... ... ... ... ... 2153 

The death of Ninus, succeeded by his wife Semiramis ... 2093 

The birth of Sarai, Abram’s wife 2143 

The death of Semiramis, succeeded by her son Ninyas ... 2093 

The call of Abram, from Ur to Haran in Mesopotamia, where his father died, aged 205 years ... 2093 

Abraham’s second call, &c. ... ... ... ... ... 2078 

Returns from Egypt to Canaan, &c. ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 2077 

His victory over the five kings, Ac ... ... ... ... ... ... 2070 

Has a son named Ishmael, Ac ... ... 2067 

Intercedes for Sodom, Ac. their destruction 2054 



828 


INDEX THE FIFTH, 


Removes to Mamre. Isaac born 

Offers up Isaac in sacrifice, &c, Sarah dies 

Sends his servant to procure a wife for Isaac 

Isaac marries Rebecca 

Abrnham dies 

Jacob and Esau bom 

Isaac blesses Jacob, who departs to Haran, marries first Leah, and then Rachel, 
Jacob makes Joseph his favourite ; his dreams, &c. he is sold into Egypt 

Joseph interprets Pharaoh’s dreams, &c. 

Jacob goes down to Egypt, &,c. 

Revolution in Egj'pt; the sufferings of the Israelites; Moses born, &c. 

Moses flies to Midian ; marries Jethro’s daughter; the vision of the bush, &c. 
Moses, commissioned by God, goes to Pharaoh ; the plagues of Egypt ; the 
Israelites, &c. 

The Israelites rendezvous at Ramescs ; cross the Red Sea, &c. 

The law delivered from Sinai, &c. 

The Israelites approach Canaan ; the priesthood established, &c. 

The Israelites enter Canaan and possess it 

Joshua succeeds Moses as the leader of Israel 

The Ismelites conquer Canaan, &c 

The war of the Beniamites 

The judges, Deborah, Ehud, &c 

Gideon tiie Israelitish general 

Jephthah’s exploits and vow ... 

Samson’s miraculous acts ... ... 

The birth of Samuel 

Saul elected king of Israel 

David succeeds to Saul 

His restoration after Absalom’s rebellion. Solomon proclaimed king 

The dedication of the temple 

The death of Solomon, succession of Rehoboam, and revolt of the ten tribes 


&;c. 


deli' 


verance of 


B.C. 
... 2053 
... 2028 
... 2013 
... 2013 
... 1073 
... 1993 
... 1916 
... 1885 
... 1872 
... 1863 
... 1728 
... 1688 
the 

1648 
... 1648 
... 1647 
... 1646 
... 1608 
... 1608 
... 1582 
... 1561 
... 1426 
... 1366 
... 1253 
... 1222 
... 1152 
... 1110 
... 1070 
... 1036 
... 1020 
... 991 


Kings of Judah for 388 years. 

B.C. 

Rehoboam, intending to make war with the 990 
tribes, is diverted from it by a prophet 
He gives himself up to impiety 987 

Dies; and is succeeded by his son Abijah 973 
Abijah’s victory over Jeroboam 972 

He dies ; and is sticceeded by his son Asa, who 974 
suppresses the idolatry that had been intro- 
duced into the kingdom of Judah 
He engages Benhadad, king of Syria, to invade 940 
the territories of Baasha, king of Israel, in 
order to make him quit his undertaking at 
Ramah. 


The death of Asa, and succession of his son Je- 929 
hoshaphat, who expels all sorts of superstitious 
W'orship out of his dominions. 


Jehoshaphat accompanies Ahab in his expedition 897 
against Ramoth-Gilead, and is in danger of 
being slain. 

He equips a fleet for Ophir, but miscarries in 896 
the voyage. 

Elijah is this year translated in a fiery chariot. 

The death of Jehoshaphat ; and his son Jeho- 904 
ram’s succession to the crown. 


Kings of Israel for 264 years. 

B.C: 

Jeroboam, the son of Nebat, abolishes the wor- 990 
ship of the Lord, and sets up the worship of 
golden calves. 

Jeroboam is overcome by Abijah, with tlie loss 972 
of 500,000 of his men. 

The death of Jeroboam, and succession of his 968 
son Nadiib. 

The death of Nadab, and succession of Baasha, 966 
who builds Hamah, to hinder the Israelites 
from going to Jerusalem. 

The death of Baasha, and succession of liis son 943 
Elah. 

Zimri kills Elah, and usurps tlio kingdom of 942 
Ismel; but Omri soon besieges him, and 
forces him to burn himself in his own palace. 

Omri, wlicii seated in the throne, builds Sama- 938 
ria, and makes it the seat of bis empire. 

His death, and the succession of his son Ahab. 931 

Elijah, the prophet of the Lord, causes the false 908 

S rophets of Baal to be slain, and appoints 
Alisha to be his successor in the prophetic 
office. 

Ahab defeats Ben-hadad, king of Syria, who 897 
laid siege to Samaria, and afterwards in a 
pitched battle. 

He makes war against Ramoth-Gilead, and 909 
there being slain in disguise, is succeeded by 
his son Ahaziah. 

Aliazitth, by a fall, is dangerously wounded. 907 
He dies, and is succeeded by his brother Je- 
ll oram. 

Elisha foretels the victory of the army of the 891 
Israelites, and procures plenty of water for 
them. 
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Kings of Judah for 388 years. 

B.C. 

Jehoram introduces idolatry into Jiidali ; is 896 
smitten with an incumble disease ; dies ; and 
is succeeded by his son Ahaziah. 

Homer about this time flourished 896 


Ahaziah accompanies Jehoram, king of Israel, 895 
to the siege of Ramoth-fiilead, and being 
afterwards ])ut to death, by the oi’dcr of Jehu, 
his kingdom is usurped by his mother Atha- 
liah, who destroys all the royal family, except 
young Joash. 

Athaliah is put to death, and Joash, being 889 
seated on the throne, repairs the ruins of the 
temple. 

Joash orders the high priest Zechariah to be 849 
slain in the temple; wages war with Hazacl, 
king of Syria; is forced to give him large 
sums of money ; is murdered by his servants, 
and is succeeded by his son Amaziah. 

Amaziah detdares war against .loash, king of 8*20 
Israel, and is defeated ; he dies ; (interregnum 
hereof 11 years;) and is succeeded by his son 809 
Uzziali, otherwise culled Azariah, in whose 
reign tlic proj>hets Isaiah and Amos arise in 
the kingdom of Judah. 


The death of Uzziah, and succession of his son 757 
Jotham, in whose reign Isaiah and llosea 
the prophet prophesied. 


The death of Jotham, and succession of his son 741 
Ahaz, who is invaded by Rezih, king of Syria, 
and Pekah, king of Israel; and at length 
invites to his assistance Tiglath-Pileser, king 
of Assyria, submitting to j)ay him tribute. 


Ahaz dies ; and is succeeded by his son Heze- 725 
kiah, who restores the true worship of God 
(which Ahaz had almost subverted) in Judah 
and Jerusalem. 


Kings op Israel for 264 years. 


B.C. 

The siege of Samaria by Ben-hadad, w'herein 885 
he and his army are seized with a panic fear, 
and break up in confusion at night. 

Jehoram is wounded at Ramoth-Gilead, and 895 
after that slain by Jehu, who usurps the 
crown. 


The death of Jehu, and succession of his son 867 
Jehoahaz. 

The death of Jehoahaz, and succession of his 850 
son Joash. 

Elisha dies about this time. 

The death of Hazacl, king of Syria, and sue- 832 
cession of his son Ben-hadad, who wars 
against Joash. 

Joash obtains a great victory over Amaziah 835 
king of Judah. 

He dies, and is succeeded by his son Jeroboam 834 
II. in whose reigm the prophets Jonah, Hosea, 
and Amos prophesied in Israel. 

The Olympic games were instituted this year. 

The death of Jeroboam II. and long inter- 793 
regnum of 22 years. 

Zechariah, the son of Jeroboam, at length oh- 771 
tains the kingdom, but, after a reign of six 
months, is killed by Shallum, who, after a 
reign of one month, is killed by Mcnahem, 770 
who dies, and is succeeded by his son Peka- 760 
hiah. 

Pekahiah is assassinated by Pekah, who sue- 758 
cceds him. 

The city of Romo began to be built 751 

Arbaccs, governor of Media (who in Scripture 756 
is called Tiglath-Pileser) and Belesis (other- 
wise called Nabonassar) conspire against Sar- 
danapalus, king of Assyria, and having be- 
sieged him in Nineveh for three years, com- 
pels him at last to bum himself and all his 
riches in his own palace ; whereupon Tiglath- 
Pileser is acknowledged king of Assyria, and 
N.abonassar lays the foundation of the Baby- 
lonish empire. 

Tiglath-Pileser overcomes Rezin, king of Syria, 738 
and puts him to death ; then enters the land 
of Israel, takes many cities, and carries away 
a great number of captives. 

Hoshea, the son of Elah, puts Pekah, king of 728 
Israel, to death, and usurps the throne. 

Tiglath-Pileser dies, and is succeeded by Sal- 724 
maneser, who inv^es the kingdom of Israel, 
and makes Hoshea tributary to him. 

Hoshea, king of Israel, thinking to shake off 719 
the yoke of Salmaneser, makes an alliance 
with So, or Sabacon, king of Egypt ; where- 
upon Salmaneser besieges Samaria, and, after 
three years, takes it, and carries away the 
people captive, and so extinguishes the king- 
dom of Israel, after it hod subsisted, from the 
separation, 264 years. 


Salmaneser dies ; and is succeeded by Sennacherib, who invades the kingdom of Judah, and takes 715 
several of its cities. 

Hezekiah’s sickness and recovery. He gives money to Sennacherib, who still continues the war 725 
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B.C. 

against him, but, at length, loses all his army by the stroke of an angel ; ■whereupon tlie Medes 
revolt from his dominion, and at his return to Nineveh he is put to death by two of his sons, and 


succeeded by a third, named Esarhaddon. 

Hezekiah dies ; and is succeeded by his son Manasseh ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 6*96 

Esarhaddon makes himself master of Babylon, and reunites the Assyrian and Babylonish empire ... 677 

He takes Manasseh prisoner, and carries him in chains to Babylon ... 671 

Holoferncs invades Judea, and is slain by Judith ... ... 653 

Manasseh, after his return from Babylon, dies ; and is succeeded by his son Amon ... ... ... 641 

Amon is murdered by his servants ; and succeeded by his son Josiah 63.9 


Josiah endeavours to reform several abuses that had been introduced, and restores the true worship 639 
of God. 


At this time Jeremiah begins to prophesy ... ... ... ... 628 

Josiah is slain in battle against Nccho, king of Egypt, and is succeeded first by Jehoahaz, and after 608 
him by Jehoiakim. 

Nebuchadnezzar takes Jerusalem, and carries Daniel and his companions captives into Babylon ... 586 

Daniel interprets Nebuchadnezzar’s dream of the great statue ... ... ... ... 592 

Jehoiakim’s revolt against Nebuchadnezzar ... ... 596 

The birth of Cyrus, and the, death of Jehoiakim, whose body is thrown into the highway, without any 599 
burial ; and the succession of Jcconiah, who (after a short reign) is taken and carried to Babylon, 
while his uncle Zcdekiah is left at Jerusalem in his place. 

Ezekiel begins to prophesy in Chaldea, and foretells the destruction of Jerusalem ... 590 

Zedekiah confederates with the king of Egypt, and revolts against Nebuchadnezzar ... ... 588 


Nebuchadnezzar besieges Jerusalem ; defeats the Egyptian army ; takes the city, and utterly destroys 586 
it, with the temple ; puts out Zedekiah’s eyes ; carries him to Babylon ; and sends the Jews, that 
were left in the country, captive beyond the Euphrates. And thus ended the kingdom of Judea, 


after it had subsisted, from the time of the separation, 388 years. 

Gedaliah is made governor of the people left in Judea, and is murdered by Ishmael ... ... 586 

Darius the Mede, or Cyaxares 553 

Cyrus the Persian ... 551 

Takes Babylon the first year of his reign. The same year the Jew's return under Zorohabel, The 
first high priest Joshua, same year. 

The second temple begun ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 535 

Cam byses reigns ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 529 

Darius Hystaspes 521 

Temple finished ... 516 

Xerxes 485 

High priest Jehoiakim ... ... 483 

Artaxerxes Longimanus 464 

Stops the rebuilding of Jerusalem ... 463 

Artaxerxes man-ies Esther 460 

Sends Ezra to Judea ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ••• ••• ... 457 

High priest Eliashib 4.53 

Nencmiah governor ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 444 

Darius Nothus 423 

Nehemiah’s reform. End of the Old Testament canon ... ... ... ... . .. ... 420 


END OF THE FIFTH INDEX. 
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Vol. Pa^e 


Aaron and his sons set apart i. 192 

death of i. 309 

Abdon, judp;e i. 479 

Abiathar, iniportance of Ids escape to David i. 538 

Abijam, reipfn of ii. 117 

Abimelecb, Lis covenant with Ah rail am... i. 87 

usurpation of i. 472 

Abner promises the kingdom to David .... i. 502 

Abraliam, bis call, design of i. 74 

his removal to Gerar i. 83 

greatness of i. 74 

separation of, and Lot i. 76 

at Gerar i. 85 

temptation of i. 88 

death of i. 95 

Absalom, revolt of i. 612 

death of i. 631 

Adam and his descendants i. 8 

Adonijah, treasonable object of his petition ii. 3 

death of ii. 6 

.ffischylus, many passages in, derived from 

the Jewish writings ii. 610 

opinions of ii. 610 

Ahab, king of Israel, begins to reign ii. 128 

sons, death of ii. 172 

• death of ii. 146 

Ahasucrus was Ai*taxerxes Longimauus... li. 702 

Ahaz king of Judah ii. 227 

makes alliance with Tiglath Pileser ii. 239 

death of ii. 244 

Ahaziah, reign of ii. 149 

account of his death in Kings and 

Chronicles ii. 166 

his age on his accession ii. 167 

his kindred killed by Jehu ii„ 172 

Ahithophel, his counsel overthrown i. 620 

Ai, the capture of i. 410 

Altar first set up on the return from cap- 
tivity in 664 

Amaziah king of Judah ii. 182 

Amnon and Tamar, liistory of i. 610 

death of i. 611 

Amon, reign of ii. 364 

Amos, his age ii. 205 

Angel Jehovah appears to Adam 1. 8 

appears to Moses i. 147 

will appear again i. 179 

intercourse between, and 

the patriarchs i. 97 

appears to Joshua i. 408 

appears at the death of 

Joshua i. 443 

appears to Samuel i. 485 

Arad, the Canaanite, his defeat i. 308 


VoJ. Page 


Ark, time of its continuance at Kirjath 

.learim i. 496 

history of, after its capture i. 493 

removal of, to Jerusalem i. 572 

Artaxerxes divorces Vashti ii. 704 

marries Esther ii. 712 

Asa, reign of ii. 120 

Ascension, an, into heaven, has taken place 

under the three dispensations i. 11 

Association, probable nature of prophetic ii. 283 

Athaliah, reign of ii, 174 

Atonement, Abel believed in i. 9 

Baal’s priests killed by Jehu ii. 173 

Baasha, war of, with Asa ii. 122 

reign of ii. 126 

Babylon, Isaiah’s first prophecy against ... ii. 273 

Jeremiah’s prophecy against ii. 462 

table of the kings of ii. 641 

Balaam and Balak, history of i. 312 

jirononnces tlie abolition of patri- 

archism i. 312 

Baruch reads the roll in the temple ii. 430 

Belshazzar, his character ii. 624 

period of his reign ii. 641 

Benhadad defeated before Samaria ii. 142 

second defeat of ii. 143 

Benjamin, lot of i. 432 

Blessing, form of, pronounced on the Is- 
raelites by Moses i. 288 

obtained by Josejih i. 120 

Boundaries of Canaan i. 333 

Bryant’s theory of the dispersion at Shi- 

iiar i, 19 

Burning at Taberah i. 288 

Caleb, inheritance of i. 426 

Calf, nature of the idolatry of the golden ii. 114 

Canaan, conquest of, completed i. 418 

Caphtor, the same as Pelusium ii. 477 

Captivity of the ten tribes ii. 357 

of Daniel ii. 431 

of Ezekiel and Mordecai ii. 439 

duration of predicted ii. 445 

causes and consequences of ii. 435 

the cause of much good to the 

world ii. 606 

on the number who returned 

from ii. 662 

Catalogues of David’s warriors, variation in i. 565 

Chaldean army approaches to Jerusalem ii. 470 

Charges of Moses to Joshua i. 388 

Cherubim, Ezekiel’s vision of ii. 504 

Chronicles, on the books of ii. 778 
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i! 435 
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Colleges of Pythagoras established on the 

plan of Jewish colleges ii. 609 

Commencement of the captivity ii. 435 

Completion of the canon, time of ii. 777 

Confusion of tpngues i* 10 

Conquests of Joshua recapitulated i. 423 

Consecration of Aaron and his sons i. 192 

of the Levites i. 282 

Conversation at first partly conducted by 

action ii. 509 

Covenant with Abraham i. 78 

— renewal of i. 80 

Creation, the i. 3 

Cyrus acquainted with the prophecies of 

Isaiah ii. 653 

decree for the restoration of the 


Jews. 


653 


Daniel, time of his interpreting Nebuchad- 
nezzar’s first dream ii. 611 

part of his prophecies written in 

Chaldee ii. f»45 

cast into the den of lions ii. ^51 

laments the interruption to the re- 
building of the temple ii. 675 

Darius Hystaspes publishes a decree to 

rebuild the temple ii. 681 

David anointed king i. 511 

^overcomes Goliath, order of the 

narration i. 512 

why he returned home after the 

conquest of Goliath i. 518 

history of, till he flies from Saul ... i. 517 

flees to Rainah, &c. date of his mar- 
riage with Michal i. 521 

flees to Nob i. 525 

^flees to Achish i. 526 

flees to the cave of Adullam i. 528 

at Mizpah i. 530 

at Keilah i. 537 

in the wilderness of Ziph and Maon i. 540 

in Engedi i. 541 

in the wilderness of Paran i. .545 

in the wilderness of Ziph i. 548 

flees to Achish king of Gath i. 549 

made king in Hebron i. 560 

charge of to Solomon misunderstood i. 685 

made king over all Israel i. 565 

commanded not to build the temple i. 585 

wars of, with the surrounding nations i. 594 

kindness to the house of Saul i. 5.98 

adultery, &c i. 602 

numbei*8 the people i. 643 

prepares to build the temple i. 647 

— ■ last words of i. 686 

order of the events of the last six 

months of his life i. 647 

Debonih, judge of Israel i. 456 

Dedication of the second temple ii. 696 

Deluge, causes of i. 12 

Devastation of Judah by Pekah ii. 233 

Dinah, story of i. Ill 

Dispersion of mankind i. 19 

Divination, mode of, by arrows ii. 534 

Division of Canaan i. 425 
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Ecclesiastes, analysis of. ii. 90 

Edom refuses to permit the people to pass i. 308 

conquest of, fulfilled a prophecy ... i. 595 

Education, provision for, among the ancient 

Jews ii. 151 

Egypt, prophecy of Ezekiel against ii. 571 

invasion of, by Nebuchadnezzar ... ii. 604 

Ehud, judge of Israel i. 455 

Elah, king of Israel, reign of. ii. 127 

Eli, nature of his sons* offence i. 484 

government of i. 480 

death of i. 492 

^prophecy of the min of his house ful- 
filled i. 531 

Elijah raises the widow’s son ii. 136 

proves the truth of his mission ii, 137 

escapes from Jezebel ii. 140 

rapture of ii. 151 

Elisha, calling of ii, 141 

miracles of ii, 155 

death of ii. 182 

Elon, judge i. 479 

Endor, witch of i. 552 

Esau, birth of i. ,94 

Esther, on tlie book of, and its author ii. 704 

Eve, meaning of her exclamation, Gen. 

iv. 1 i. 8 

Evil Merodach, his accession to the throne 

of Babylon ii. 620 

Exodus i. 166 

Ezekiel, commission of ii. 503 

coincidence between his prophe- 
cies and those of Jeremiah ii. 503 

Ezra, on the hook of ii. 659 

the reformation by ii. 712 

labours of ii. 748 

Faber on the meaning of the word Michael ii. 680 

theory of the dispersion i. 19 

Fall of man to he literally understood i. 6 

Famine in Egypt i. 124 

in the reign of David i. 636 

the same which compelled Isiiac 

to go to Gerar caused Esau to sell his 

birthright i. 95 

Field of Anathoth purcliased ii. 472 

Final exhortations of Moses, and repeti- J i. 337 

tion of the law ( i. 346 

Form of blessing the people under the law i, 278 

Gaza, on the capture of, by Pharaoh Hophra ii . 477 

Gedaliah appointed governor of Judea ii. 552 

Genealogy of the patriarchs i. 10 

Gibeon, offering of Solomon at ii. 4 

Gibeoriites, history of. i. 414 

their residence among the Is- 
raelites, a proof of the truth of the an- 
cient history i. 415 

Gideon, judge i. 466 

Glory of the Lord departs from Jerusalem 

to Clialdea ii. 505 

in what manner Christ was the 

glory of the second temple ii. 683 

G Off and Magog of Ezekiel, meaning of ... ii. 583 

Golden calf, worship and idolatry of i. 200 

Greeks, ancient, accustomed to visit Egypt ii. 606 
chiefly of Egyptian origin ii. 607 

Habakkuk, age, and occasion of his pro- 


phecies ii. 389 
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Hadad, escape of i. 596 

retuni of, to Judea ii. 7 

Haggai, time in which he lived, and occa- 
sion of his propliecies ii. 681 

Haman, plot of, and his defeat ii. 726 

Hanani and Haiianiah, governors of Jeru- 
salem ii. 739 

Hananiah punished with death ii. 453 

Hannah, song of i. 483 

Hazael, his reign, meaning of Elisha’s ad- 
dress to him ii. 16.9 

Heman, the composer of Psalm Ixxxviii. 

a bondman in Egypt i. 146 

Hezekiah, king of Judah, his character ... ii. ‘246 

reformation of worship ii. ‘246 

submits to Sennacherib ii. *286 

sickness and recovery ii. ‘291 

death of ii. 346 

Hindoo, many customs similar to the pa- 
triarchal i. 187 

Hiram, king of Tyre, sends to David i. 5/0 

“ Horn of the house of Israel,” meaning of, 

in Ezekiel xxix. ‘21 ii. 605 

Horsley, Jlisho]), criticisms too bold i. 404 

on the interpretation of 

prophecy ii. 201 

on Isaiah xvii ii. ‘233 

Hosea, first ])rophecy, his age ii. ‘201 

predicts the captivity of Israel ii. 350 

fourth chapter of ii. 219 

Hoshea king of Israel ii. 245 

invaded by Shalmaneser ii. 349 

Jacob, birth of i. 94 

• -obtains the blessing i. 98 

journey to Padan-aram i. 100 

at the well of Haran i. 101 

residence of, with Laban i. 102 

leaves Laban i. 105 

journey to Succoth i. 108 

blessing on his sons i. 135 

Jair, judge i. 475 

Ibzan,judge i. 479 

Idolatries, Ezekiel’s vision of Judah’s ii. 514 

Idolatry of Baal Poor i. 318 

established in Egypt i. 170 

why punished with death i. 249 

Jehoash king of Israel ii. 1 81 

Jehoahaz king of Israel ii. 181 

reign of ii. 406 

Jehoiachin, reign of ii. 439 

released from prison by Evil 

Merodach ii. 620 

Jehoiakim, reign of ii. 407 

rebellion and death of ii. 438 

Jehoram king of Israel ii. 151 

victory over the Moabites ii. 154 

king of Judah reigns ii. 161 

letter of Elijah to ii. 162 

king of Israel, death of ii. 170 

Jelioshaphat, king of Judah, begins to reign ii. 1‘29 


death of. ii. 135 

Jehovah, meaning of that name i. 153 

Jehu, conspiracy of. ii. 169, 

reign of ii. 171 

death of, ii. 181 

Jephthah, judge i. 475 

Jeremiah, designation of, to the prophetic 

office ii. 365 
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Jeremiah, account of, and disposition of his 

prophecies ii. 365 

imprisoned ii. 472 

cast into the dungeon of Mal- 

chiah ii. 482 

attempts to e8ca])e ii. 480 

repeats his })redictions to Zede- 

kiah ii. 481 

death ii. 559 

Jericho, conquest of i. 408 

Jeroboam I. revolts from Pehoboara ii. 110 

I. sets up the golden calves ii. 114 

1. death of, and his son -.. ii. 1*24 

11. king of Israel ii. 186 

11. death of ii. 216 

Jethro, his arrival at the camp of Israel ... i. 285 

his departure i. 287 

Jezebel, de.'ith of ii. 171 

InteiTegnum after the death of Joshua ... i. 441 

afterthedcathof Jeroboam 11. ii. 219 

Introduction of idolatry after the death of 

Joshua i, 444 

Joash, king of Judah, reign of ii. 176 

■ apostacy and death of ii. 182 

Job, on the date of the life of i, 23 

Joel, date of his prophecy ii. 188 

Jonah, his age ii. 212 

^ peculiar propriety and fitness of his 

miraculous deliverance ii. 213 

Jones, Hir W. on the confusion of tongues i. *20 

Ionic sect, origin and opinions of ii. 607 

Joseph, history of, a specimen of the gene- 

' ral conduct of Providence i. 116 

imprisoned i. 119 

interprets the dreams of the pri- 
soners i. 120 

elevation of i. 122 

lot of i. 4‘29 

Joshua appointed successor to Moses i. 388 

mission of i. 399 

inheritance of i. 435 

last exhortations and death of i. 438 

Josiah, accession of. ii. 364 

repairs the temple ii. 372 

reforms religion, and celebrates the 

passover ii. 378 

death of ii. 404 

Jotham, king of Judah, reign of ii. 2‘22 

Isaac, meaning of the sacrifice of i. 88 

covenant with Abimelecli i. 95 

Isaiah, his designation to the prophetic 

office ii. 194 

predicts the birth of Christ ii. 229 

predicts the ruin of Damascus and 

Israel ii. 233 

describes the state of Judah on the 

invasion of Pekah ii. 237# 

predicts the restoration of the ten 

tribes, and the destruction of Eg^pt ii. 260 

predicts the destruction of Tyre ... ii. 268 

predicts the overthrow of Babylon 

and Assyria ii. 273 

predicts the final prosperity of the 

Church ii. 281 

predicts the invasion of Judea ii. 282 

nis appeal to Jerusalem ii. 286 

his death ii. 360 

Ishboshetli, death of i. 564 

Ishmael born i. 79 

and Hagar cast out i. 86 

3 II 
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lahmael, his death and family i. 97 

Italic sect, origin and opinions of ii. 609 

Judah, lot of i. 427 

the kingdom of, began to decline 

after the murder of Zacharias ii. 188 

■ ■ state of, when Hezekiah commenced 

his reformation ii. 254 

Judea, general prophecy of the desolation 

and recovery of ii. 277 

Jud^ents on various countries, earnests 
of the general judgment ii. 571 

Keturah, her marriage i. 94 

Kings, conquest of the five, by Joshua ... i. 417 

the law of Moses provided for the 

election of i. 497 

Laban, Jacob’s residence with i. 102 

Lamentations of Jeremiah, plan of ii. 492 

“ Land, shadowing with wings,” Horsley 

on this expression ii. 261 

Law, confirmation of the i. 879 

sanctions of i. 380 

copy of, delivered by Moses to the 

Priests and Levites i. 389 

given from Sinai i. 178 

the judicial i. 181 

the moral i. 180 

the ceremonial i. 187 

Levitical, why similar in many re- 
spects to the ceremonial of the heathens i. 187 

general object of the Mosaic i. 216 

concerning purifications i. 232 

the sacrifices for atonement i. 243 

miscellaneous, moral, and ceremonial i, 245 

concerning festivals, vows, things de- 
voted, and tithes i. 254 

the trial of jealousy i. 275 

of Nazarites i. 277 

of the meat offering and sins of igno- 
rance i. 296 

of inheritance i. 323 

of the red heifer i. 303 

of offerings i. 324 

of vows i. 328 

for the conduct of the Israelites after 

being in possession of Canaan i. 333 

Letter of Elijah to Jehoram, date of ii. 162 

Levite of Ephraim, history of i. 447 

Lightfoot, on the meaning of the word 

Michael ii. 680 

Literature in Greece, partly traceable to 

the Jews ii. 607 

Lot and his daughters i. 84 

Maachah, why her name was changed ii. 117 

^ahershalalhashbaz, a sign to Ahaz ii. 228 

Malachi, various opinions concerning ii. 770 

Manasseh, reign of ii. 359 

captivity and death of ii. 361 

Mankind, state of, when the Pentateuch 

was written i. 3 

Marsh, Bishop, his definition of a type ... i. 88 

Mede, on the word Michael ii. 680 

on the confusion of tongues i. 20 

Melchizedek i. 78 

Menahem king of Israel ii. 221 

Merodach-baladan congratulates Hezekiah ii. 298 

Messiah, this title first given in the song of 
Hannah i. 483 
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Micah and his idolatry, history of i. 444 

the prophet, his age ii. 222 

his celebrated prophecy of the Mes- 
siah ii. 223 

supports the reformation by Hezeldah ii. 254 

Michael, meaning of this word ii. 680 

Midian, spoiling of i. 329 

severity of their conduct to the 

Israelites i. 460 

Miracles, why the power of working them 

given to Moses i. 147 

reasons of their cessation before 

the advent of Christ ii. 796 

Miriam, leprosy of i. 290 

death of i. 307 


Misraiui, the ancient, friendly to the Is- 
raelites 

Moab, its destruction predicted by Isaiah . i 
Moserah, whether the same as Mount Hor 

Moses, birth of, and early life 

legation of 

supposed to he the first who wrought 

miracles 

either a true prophet, an enthusiast, 

a dupe, or an impostor 

mission of 

concluding appeal of, to the people 

personal history of, concluded 

death of, announced 

last charge of, to the people 

last charge of, to Joshua 

song of 

farewell, and blessing to the people 

death of 

object in commencing the Penta- 
teuch with an account of the creation ... 

Munnuring at Marah 

Murmuring for bread 

for water 

for flesh 

at the report of the spies 
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340 

145 

147 

150 

151 
151 
384 
387 

387 

388 
388 
390 
393 
395 
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174 

175 
177 
307 
288 
293 


Naboth, seizure of his vineyard ii. 144 

Nadab and Ahihu, destruction of i. 230 

king of Israel, reign of ii, 125 

Nahum prophesies against Nineveh ii. 265 

Napoleon, his defeat in Egypt, probably an 

accomplishment of a prophecy of Ezekiel ii. 548 

Nathan, prophecy of, explained i. 589 

Nebuchadnezzar takes CTarchemish ii. 404 

takes Jehoiakiin ii. 431 

madness of ii. 619 

Nehemiah, reformation of ii. 745 

commission of. ii. 735 

Noah, covenant with i. 15 

^prophesies the fate of his sons i. 16 

^the death of i. 16 

Numbering the people in Sinai i. 265 

in the plains of Moab i. 319 

Oak of Mamro venerated in the time of 

Constantine i. 80 

Obadiah prophesies against Edom ii. 235 

Object 01 the Old Testament i. 8 

the Mosaic law i. 216 

Offering of the princes at the tabernacle... i, 278 

Og, king of Bashan, defeated ||* ^2 

Omri, king of Israel, reign of ii. 128 
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Oppression of the Israelites after the death 

of Joseph i* 

Order of their march through the wilder- 
ness 

Othniel, judge of Israel i. 


Paradise, what time our first parents con- 
tinued therein i. 

Parallel passages placed at the end of sec- 
tions i; 

Pashur, prediction of his fate ii. 

Passage of the river Jordan i. 

Passover, peculiar circumstances attending 

its institution i. 

observance of the second i. 

Pekah, king of Israel ii. 

Pekahiab, king of Israel ii. 

Pentateuch, object of Moses in writing ... i. 
Persa? of ./Iiisehylus, scene in, similar to the 

account of the witch of Endor ii. 

Philistines, David’s last war with i. 

Philosophy, origin of, in Greece ii. 

Plagues in Egypt, peculiar propriety of ... i. 

Priesthood instituted i. 

Promise made to Abraham i. 

in Eden, the foundation of pro- 
phecy i. 

Prophecies of Ezekiel and Jeremiah sup- 
posed by Zedekiah to be inconsistent 

with each other ii. 

Prophecy, the first, of the Messiah i. 

of Moses i. 

Prophetic threatening and curses i. 

Prophet of Bethel ii. 

Prophets, on the schools of ii. 

Proverbs, book of ii. 

Provinces occupied by the ten tribes, state 

of, during the reign of Manasseh ii. 

Pythagoras, period of his birth and travels ii. 
opinion of Selden that he con- 
versed with Ezekiel in Babylon ii. 

opinions of ii. 

Quails and Manna sent to the Israelites ... i. 

Rebekah, her marriage i. 

Rebellion of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram i. 

Rechabites take refuge in Jerusalem ii. 

Rehoboam, reign of ii. 

Renewal of the covenant by Joshua i. 

Repetition of the moral law i. 

of the ceremonial law i. 

of the judicial law i. 

Return from the captivity, and the numbers ii. 
Reuben and Gad, inheritance of, appointed i. 

Reuben, tribe of, return home i. 

Revolt of the ten tribes ii. 

Rezin, king of Syria, invades Judah ii. 

Right, on the, of the Israelites to the land 

of Canaan i. 

Rod, budding of Aaron’s i. 

Roll read the second time ii. 

Ruth, why the book of, was inserted in the 
Sacred Canon i. 

Sabbath instituted i. 

Sacrifice, origin of i. 

Samaritans, their origin, and opposition to 

the Jews ii. 

Samson, birth, actions, and death of i. 


Samuel, birth of, i^e of. i. 

call of i, 

— date of his death i. 

government of i. 

Sanctuary at Shechem, nature of i. 

Sarah, death, and burial of i. 

Sanl made king i. 

wars and reign of i. 

death of i. 

Second temple, Ezekiel’s vision of ii. 

Sennacherib invades Judea ii, 

" his second invasion ii. 

destruction of his army ii. 

Serpents, fiery, sent i. 

Settlement of the tribes, a lesson to each i. 

Shallum, king of Israel ii. 

Shamgar, judge of Israel i. 

Sheba revolts against David i. 

Shebna, prophecy of his captivity ii, 

Shechem, transactions at i. 

Shepherd kings, migration of i. 

Shimei, death of ii. 

Shishak, king of Egypt, invades Judea ... ii. 

Sihon, king of the Amorites, defeated |i* 

Slaves, the Hebrew, released ii. 

Sodom, condemnation and destruction of., i. 

Solomon, birth of i. 

proclaimed king i. 

offers at Gibeon ii. 

sends two embassies to Tyre .... ii, 

judgment of ii. 

the extension of his dominions, 

the promise to Abraham was fulfilled... ii, 
prayer of, at the dedication of the 


buildings and magnificence of ... ii, 

song of ii. 

visited by the Queen of Sheba... ii. 

wisdom of ii, 

offence of ii, 

death of ii. 

David’s last charge to i. 

Spies sent out by Moses i. 

Joshua i. 

“ Statutes which were not good,” meaning 

of this expression ii. 

Sun standing still, object of that miracle .. i. 


Tabernacle, furniture and completion of... 

structure of 

set u}) 

Tekoa, speech of the w^iman of 

Temple, preparations of David for building 

Solomon makes preparations for ., 

building of 

dedication of 


- repaired by Joash . 

- burnt by Nebuchad 


burnt by Nebuchadnezzar 

Testament, principal design of the Old ... 

Thales, his birth and travels 

Tola judge 

Trumpets, use of the silver 

Two tribes and a half, inheritance of 

Types, on the 

on the original mode of teaching by 

Tyre, its present condition, a fulfilment of 

prophecy 

— siece of, by Nebuchadnezzar 
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Tyiians, whether they were a tyM of the 
great maritime nation who shall assist in 
the restoration of the Jews ii. 664 


Weeks, on the seventy 

Prideaux, on tlie seventy 

Witsius, on the word Michael ... 


Vol. Page 
ii. 647 
ii. 707 
ii. 660 


Vision of the four living creatures ii. 621 

Uzziah, king of Judah, his reign ii. 187 

his death ii. 200 

Wandering in the wilderness arranged in 

journeys i* 167 

war with the five kings i. 77 

Warburton on the meaning of the word 
Michael ii. 680 


Zachariah, king of Israel, reign of ii. 220 

Zechariah, time and occasion of his pro- 
phecies ii, 684 

account of his prophecies ii. 684 

on the place and date of the last 

ten chapters ii. 716 

Zedekiah, accession of ii. 444 

Zephaniah, age of ii. 374 

Zimri, king of Israel, reign of ii ^ 
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